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It  is  equally  true  of  the  PealniB  as  of  the  other 
prophecies  of  scripture,  that  they  are  not  of  private 
interpretation  ;  **  they  came  not  in  old  time  by  the 
will  of  men,  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  David  wrote 
by  dictation  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  not  of  things 
concerning  himself,  but  concerning  Christ,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  45th  Psalm,  "  My  heart  is  inditing 
a  good  matter ;  I  speak  of  the  things  which  I  have 
jnade  touching  the  king;  my  tongue  is  the  pen  of 
a  ready- writer.**'  The  Spirit  of  God  was  the  writer, 
and  David  was  his  amanuensis ;  all  had  reference 
to  Christ;  to  his  suffering,  or  to  the  glory  that 
should  follow.  The  gospels  exhibit  Christ  as  the 
perfect  man,  in  his  outward  deportment;  the  Psalms 
lay  open  his  inner  life,  that  thus  we  might  know 
the  secret  springs  or  motives  by  which  he  was 
actuated  ;  and  so  learn  ''  that  mind  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus."  It  is  written  that  when  David  in- 
structed Solomon  about  the  building  of  the  temple, 
"  the  pattern  was  given  him  by  the  Spirit,  "  All  this 
(said  he)  the  Lard  made  me  to  understand  in  writing 
by  his  hand  upon  me,  even  all  the  works  of  this 
pattern."  It  was  thus  also  he  >¥rote  the  Psalms 
which,  as  already  said,  from  beginning  to  end,  apply 
exclusively  to  Christ,  "  in  whom  God  was  ever  well 
pleased  :"  viewing  them  in  this  light,  they  assume 
an  importance  which  cannot  be  overestimated,  and 
furnish  a  desideratum  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  wanting  in  the  revelation  of  him  who  is  "  the 


INTRODUCTION. 


In  the  outset,  we  have  not  a  word  to  say  to  those 
who  have  parcelled  out  the  Psalms  to  a  number  of 
different  authors,  David  being  considered  only  one 
among  many ;  simply  asserting,  that  such  views 
were  not  in  existence  in  the  time  of  our  Lord  and 
his  apostles ;  for  Christ  himself  speaks  of  David, 
as  the  author  or  writer,  saying,  "  How  then  doth 
David  in  spirit  call  him  Lord,  saying.  The  Lord 
said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand  until 
I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footnstool."  Also,  St. 
Paul  makes  frequent  reference  to  him  in  his  epistles, 
as  for  instance,  in  the  Romans,  11th  and  9th,  **  And 
David  saith  Let  their  table  be  made  a  snare,  and  a 
trap,  and  a  stumbling-block,  and  a  recompense 
unto  them."  There  is  a  marked  unity  of  character 
pervading  all  the  Psalms,  clearly  evincing  them 
to  have  been  penned  by  one  author ;  but  even  the 
admission  of  several  contributors  would  not  inva- 
lidate the  fact  that  they  all  are  the  production  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  have  reference  only  to  him  who 
IS  "  the  root  and  the  ofiEspring  of  David^  the  bright 
and  the  morning  star*" 


EXPOSITION 


PSALM    I. 

1.  Blessed  ia  the  man  that  walketh  not  hi  the 
•counsel  of  tin?  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of 
fibnera,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful : 

2.  But  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord ;  and 
in  his  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and  night. 

3.  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  bjr  the  ri- 
vere  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  frmt  in  his 
eeasbn ;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither ;  and  what- 
soever he  doeth  shall  prosper. 

4.  The  imgodly  are  not  so :  but  are  like  the  chaff 
which  the  wind  driveth  away. 

5.  Therefore  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the 
judgment,  nor  sinners  in  the  congregation  of  the 
righteous. 

6.  For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righte- 
ous: but  the  way  of  the  imgodly  shall  perish. 

There  is  a  great  appropriateness  in  this  the  introduc- 
tory psalm,  inasmuch  as  it  proceeds  at  once  without 
circumlocution,  to  settle  the  all-important  question. 
In  what  does  happiness  consist?  and  who  is  the 
blessed  man  ?  inasmuch  also  as  it  is  a  fitting  com- 
mencement to  the  life  of  him  whose  character  is 
here  portrayed. 
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PSALM    I. 

1.  Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketli  not  in  the 
'Counsel  of  tlK3  ungodly,  nor  stiindeth  in  the  way  of 
fiiimerR,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  sconifnl : 

2.  But  liis  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord ;  and 
in  hiH  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and  night. 

3.  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  hj  the  ri- 
vere  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his 
season ;  liis  leaf  also  shall  not  wither ;  and  what- 
soever he  doeth  shall  prosper. 

4.  The  ungodly  are  not  so :  but  are  like  the  chaff 
which  the  wind  driveth  away. 

5.  Therefore  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the 
judgment,  nor  sinners  in  the  congregation  of  the 

righteous. 

6.  For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righte- 
ous: but  the  way  of  the  imgodly  shall  perish. 

There  is  a  great  appropriateness  in  this  the  introduc- 
tory psalm,  inasmuch  as  it  proceeds  at  once  without 
circumlocution,  to  settle  the  all-important  quoKtion. 
In  what  does  happiness  consist  t  and  who  is  the 
blessed  man  ?  inasmuch  also  as  it  is  a  fitting  coni- 
niencement  to  the  life  of  him  whose  character  is 
here  portrayed. 


2  HOW  TO  BE  HAPPY. 

"  Bleased  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the 
way  of  sinners,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of 
the  scornful." 

Blessedness  consists  in  inward  tranquillity  and 

fladness  of  heart,  with  joyful  anticipations  of  glory, 
onoiu:,  and  immortahtv.  How  is  this  blessed- 
ness to  be  obtained  I  Fu^.  By  rejecting  the  coun- 
sel of  the  wicked ;  by  having  no  fellowship  with 
the  imfruitful  works  of  darkness  ;  shunning  the 
places  of  pleasure  to  which  they  resort ;  the  ball- 
room, the  racecourse,  the  theatre,  the  opera ;  re- 
jecting also  their  books  of  pleasure;  novels  and 
other  xmprofitable  and  imeoifying  Uterature,  by 
which  time  is  not  redeemed  but  wasted.  "  What 
man  is  he  that  desireth  life  (or  blessedness)  and 
loveth  many  days  that  he  may  see  good  t  keep  thy 
tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  Ups  from  speaking  guile. 
Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good ;  seek  peace  and 
pursue  it." 


« 


But  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord." 


Secondly.  "  Hear  O  Israel :  the  Lord  our  God  is 
one  Lord ;  and  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  mind,  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength ;  this  is  the  first  and 
great  commandment ;  and  the  second  is  like  imto 
it;  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself;  on 
these  two  commandments  hang  aU  the  law  and  the 
rophets :"  thus,  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  and 
e  IS  the  blessed  man  whose  deUgnt  is  in  this  law. 


E 
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And  in  his  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and 
night." 


HOW  TO  CONTINUE   HAPPY.  3 

This  blessedness  will  be  prolonged  and  increased 
according  as  the  excellence  of  the  divine  law  be* 
comes  more  apparent;  it  must  become  om:  medita- 
tion day  and  mght.  Christ  our  divine  pattern  thus 
speaks  m  the  119th  Psalm,  "  O  how  I  love  thy  law  ; 
it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day  ;"  and  again  in  the 
40th  Psahn,  "  1  delight  to  do  thy  will,  0  God ;  yea, 
thy  law  is  within  my  heart."  It  is  witli  divine  things, 
as  with  matters  of  this  life ;  to  attain  proficiency  in 
any  branch  of  study  requires  close  and  persevering 
application,  and  so  it  is  with  the  law  of  God  ;  its 
beauty  and  excellence  is  found  out  by  dihgent 
search :  "  then  shalt  thou  imderstand  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God." 

"  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  ri- 
vers of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit 
in  liis  season ;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither ; 
and  whatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper." 

As  a  tree  constantly  nourished  by  the  passing 
stream,  so  is  the  man  whose  delight  is  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord ;  with  joy  he  draws  water  from  the  wells 
of  salvation  :  his  soul  is  like  a  watered  garden  :  the 
fruits  of  righteousness  abound  in  him  ;  love,  joy, 
peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 
meekness,  temperance ;  he  knows  no  winter ;  it  is  al 
ways  springtime  and  summer  with  him,  for  his  heart 
is  fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord ;  he  is  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  waters,  that  spreadeth  out  her  roots 
by  the  river,  and  shall  not  see  when  heat  cometh, 
but  her  leaf  shall  be  green,  and  shall  not  be  careful 
in  the  year  of  drought,  neither  shall  cease  from 
Yielding  fruit  The  absence  of  care  is  his  prive- 
ledge   whose  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord ; 


4  THE  END  OF  TRANSORESSORS. 

his  mind  is  kept  in  perfect  peace,  and  whatsoever 
he  doeth  shall  prosper ;  every  thing  goes  well  with 
him,  for  his  tnals  are  but  blessings  in  disguise ;  he 
knows  that  all  things  work  for  his  good. 


The  unffodly  are  not  so ;  but  are  like  the 
chaff  which  the  wind  driveth  away."  . 


The  ungodly  are  like  the  heath  in  the  desert,  and 
shall  not  see  when  good  cometh — ^they  walk  on  in 
darkness  and  are  far  from  true  peace — for  "  there  is 
no  peace,  saith  mv  God,  unto  the  wicked" — "  they 
are  like  tiie  troubled  sea  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose 
waters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt," — ever  hewing  out  to 
themselves  cisterns,  broken  cisterns  which  can  hold 
no  water.  "  They  are  like  the  chaff  which  the 
wind  driveth  away." 


**  Therefore  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the 
judgment,  nor  sinners  in  the  congregation 
of  the  righteous." 

If  the  righteous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the 
ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear?  they  shall  call  upon 
the  mountains  to  fall  on  tnem,  and  cover  them  from 
the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb ;  in  the  winnowing  time 
the  wheat  only  shall  remain,  the  chaff  will  be  driven 
away. 

"  For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righte- 
ous ;  but  the  way  of  the  ungodly  shall 
perish." 


God  hath  set  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  himselB 


THE  WICKED  PERISH. 


but  as  for  those  who  turn  a45ide  to  their  crooked 
wavB,  the  Lord  will  lead  them  forth  with  the  workers 
of  iniquity,  "  the  wicked  shall  perish,  the  enemies  of 
the  Lord  shall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs,  they  shall  con- 
somey  into  smoke  shall  they  consume  away." 


PSALM    I  L 

1.  Why  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people 
imagine  a  vain  thing  ? 

2.  The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and  the 
rulers  take  counsel  together,  against  the  Lord,  and 
against  his  Anointed,  saving, 

3.  Let  us  break  then-  bands  asunder,  and  cast 
away  their  cords  from  us. 

4  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh  :  the 
Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision. 

5.  Then  shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath^ 
and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasin-e. 

6.  Yet  have  I  set  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Zion. 

7.  I  will  declare  the  decree  :  the  Lord  hath  said 
unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Son ;  tliis  day  have  I  be- 
gotten thee. 

8.  Ask  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  thee  the  heathen 
for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  for  thy  possession. 

9.  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron ; 
thou  shalt  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel. 

10.  Be  wise  now  therefore.  0  ye  kings ;  be  in- 
structed, ye  judges  of  the  earth. 

11.  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with 
trembling, 

12.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish 
from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little. 
Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  tnist  in  him. 


ii 


Whj  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people 
imagine  a  vain  thing  V 


THE  LAST  REBELLION.  7 

"  The  kiugs  of  the  earth  have  set  themselves, 
and  the  rulers  take  counsel  together 
against  the  Lord  and  against  his  Anointed, 
saying," 

''  Let  us  break  their  bands  asunder,  and  cast 
away  their  cords  from  us." 

This  scriptiu'e  had  a  partial  fulfillment  at  the  first 
coming  of  Christ,  and  is  referred  to  by  the  early 
church :  "  when  they  lifted  up  their  voice  to  God 
with  one  accord,  and  said,  Lord,  thou  art  God, 
who  hast  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and 
aD  that  in  them  is,  who  by  the  mouth  of  thy  servant 
David  hast  said.  Why  did  the  heathen  rage  and 
the  people  imagine  vain  things ;  the  kings  of  the 
earth  stood  up,  and  the  rulers  were  gathered  to- 
gether against  the  Lord  and  against  his  Christ.  For 
of  a  truth,  against  thy  holy  child  Jesus,  whom  thou 
hast  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  \vith 
the  Gentiles  and  the  people  of  Israel,  were  gathered 
together,  for  to  do  whatsoever  thy  hand  and  thy 
counsel  determined  before  to  be  done." 

The  prophecy  was  then  only  partially  fulfilled  ; 
the  rulers  mdeed,  took  counsel  against  the  Lord ; 
but  where  was  the  raging  among  the  heathen,  or 
Gentiles  ?  there  were  no  Gentiles  among  his  perse- 
cutors but  the  band  of  soldiers  who  mocked  him — 
they  made  sport  and  jest,  but  there  was  no  raging 
or  anger,  nor  any  assemblage  of  kings  meeting  to- 
gether in  counsel,  to  assert  their  inaependence  of 
Sie  Lord  and  of  his  Anointed.  The  prophecy  in  its 
completeness  wiU  be  fulfilled  on  that  day  when  the 
beast  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  tlieir  armies 
are  gathered  together  to  make  war  against  him 
that  sat  on  the  horse  and  against  his  army  :  then, 
indeed,  will  the  heathen  rage  against  the  Lord,  and 


&  RESISTANCE  TO  GOD. 

against  his  Anointed ;  being  stirred  up  and  inflamedi 
as  with  wine,  by  the  spirits  of  devils  working  mi- 
tacles,  who  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
and  of  the  whole  world,  to  gather  them  to  the 
battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty.  They 
shall  imagine  a  vain  thing,  viz : — that  by  a  com-' 
bined  and  simultaneous  eflort,  they  will  be  able  to 
throw  oflF  entirely  and  for  ever,  their  alleeiance  to 
God  :  they  will  set  their  face  against  the  heavens,, 
and  will  assert  their  independence  ©f  God  and  his- 
Anointed,  saying,  "  Let  us  break  their  bands  asun- 
der, let  us  cast  away  their  cords  from  us."  Of  old- 
they  sent  a  message  after  him,  saying,  "  We  will 
not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us  I"  now  that  he 
is  about  to  "  take  to  him  his  great  power  and  reign," 
they  determine  not  to  yield  up  the  earth  to  him, 
nor  submit  to  his  government.  The  great  moving 
spirit  is  the  dragon,  that  old  serpent  called  the  Devil 
and  Satan — cast  out  of  heaven,  after  obstinate  resis- 
tance, and  now  about  to  be  expelled  from  this  fair 
world,  in  which  he  has  been  the  presiding  genius  for 
six  thousand  years ;  he  will  strain  his  utmost  efforts  to 
retain  his  hold,  for  which  purpose  he  has  assembled 
all  the  powers  on  earth  to  his  aid.  "  The  floods  hava 
lifted  up,  0  Lord :  the  floods  have  lifted  up  their  voice, 
the  floods  lift  up  their  waves.  The  Lord  on  high  is. 
mightier  than  the  noise  of  many  waters,  yea,  than 
tlie  mighty  waves  of  the  sea."  This  is  the  tumul- 
tuous assemblage  referred  to  in  Isaiali,  "  The  Lord 
of  hosts  mustereth  the  host  of  the  battle :  his  de- 
termination is  to  gather  the  nations  that  he  mav 
assemble  the  kingdoms,  to  pour  upon  them  his 
indignation,  even  all  his  fierce  anger  ;  for  all  the 
earth  shall  be  devoured  with  the  fire  of  his  jealousy." 
This  great  and  final  controversy  with  the  nations  is 
frequently  referred  to  in  the  scriptures^  because  the 
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isueof  this  conflict  will  form  the  commencement  of 
Measiah  8  reign.     The  mystery  of  God  \vill  then  be 
finished  and  time  shall  be  no  longer.     Woe  to  the 
multitude  of  many  people  who  make  a  noise  like 
the  noise  of  the  seas,  and  to  the  rushing  of  nations, 
that  make  a  rushing  like  the  rushing  of  mighty 
waters :  the  nations  shall  rush  like  the  rushing  of 
many  waters,  but  God  shall  rebuke  them ;  and  they 
ahall  flee  far  oflF,  and  shall  be  chased  as  the  chaft  of 
the  mountains  before  the  wind,  and  like  a  rolling 
thing  before  the  whirlwind, — as  the  moth  rushes 
into  the  flame,  so  shall  they  rush  upon,  their  fate ;  they 
press  against  the  thick  bosses  of  Jehovah's  buckler ; . 
but  in  vain  do  they  set  liie  briars  and  thorns  against 
him  in  battle,  he  will  go  through  them  and  will  bum 
them  up  together.     "  They  imagine  a  mischievous- 
device  which  thy  are  not  able  to  perform ;  there- 
fore thou  shalt  make  them  turn  their  back  when 
thou  shalt  make  ready  thine  arrows  upon  thy  strings- 
against  the  face  of  them." 

"He  that  atteth  in  the-  heavens^ shall  laugh:: 
the  Lord  shall  hav«  them  in  derision.-" 

"But  thoU)  QLord,  shalt  laugh  at  them^  thou 
ohalt  have  all  the  heathen  in  derision."  When  God 
shall  look  down  on  the  rebellious  multitudes  he  will 
despise  their  image.  He  that  made  them  will  not 
have  mercy  on  them :  he  that  formed  them  will 
shew  them  no  favour. 


-  "  Then  shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wraths 
and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure." 

"  His  lips  are  fuU  of  indignation ;  and  his  tongue  as 
devourmg  fire."   The  Lord  shall  cause  his  glorious> 
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voice  to  be  heard,  and  shall  show  the  lighting  down 
of  his  arm,  with  the  indignation  of  his  anger ;  and 
with  the  flame  of  a  devouring  fire,  with  scattering 
and  tempest,  and  hailstones ;  thus  will  he  "  speak  un- 
to them  m  his  anger,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  dis- 
pleasure." 


II 


Yet  have  I  set  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Zion." 

Christ  is  God's  King  of  old,  "  to  this  end  was  he 
bom,  and  for  this  cause  came  he  into  the  world." 
The  kingdoms  of  tliis  world  shall  now  become  the 
kingdom  of  our  God  and  of  his  Clirist,  and  he  shall 
reign  in  Mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem  and  before 
his  ancients  gloriously. 

."  I  will  declare  the  decree ;  the  Lord  hath  said 
unto  me  Thou  art  my  Son ;  this  day  have 
I  begotten  thee." 

As  in  the  89tli  and  102nd  so  this  psalm  partakes 
of  the  colloquial ;  it  was  God  tlie  Father  who  spake 
in  the  last  verse ;  in  this,  it  is  the  Son  who  declares 
the  decree  made  in  the  councils  of  eternity,  that  the 
word  should  be  made  flesh  :  "  the  Holy  Ghost  shall 
come  upon  thee  and  the  power  of  the  highest  shall 
overshadow  thee,  therefore,  also  that  holy  (one) 
which  shall  be  bom  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son 
of  God." — "  thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  be- 

gotteii  thee."  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  begotten  of 
le  Father,  ftdl  of  grace  and  truth  ;  and  at  his  re- 
surrection declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power.  When  God  said,  "  Let  us  make  man  in  our 
image,  after  our  Ukeness,"  it  was  not  his  moral  but 
his  visible  image  which  in  the  fulness  of  time  he 
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purposed  to  aeBome  by  an  alliance  with  humanity. 
Let  us  make  man  in  that  form  or  likeness  in  which 
it  is  our  purpose  to  be  revealed  to  our  creatures 
through  all  eternity.  Thus  did  God  make  man  in  his 
own  intended  likeness ;  that  Ukeness  in  which  he  now 
appears,  and  shall  for  ever  appear  to  the  whole  uni- 
verse. God  is  in  ClHist ;  in  him  only  is  he  seen  or 
van  be — ^for  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the 
Godhead  bodily. 

"  Ask  of  me,  amd  I  shall  give  thee  the  heathen 
for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession." 

"  Ask  of  me.'*  When  he  was  in  the  form  of  God, 
and  counted  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God, 
he  could  not  be  a  recipient,  because  all  things  be- 
longed to  him ;  but  when  he  took  upon  him  the  form 
of  a  servant,  he  humbled  himself  to  ask  of  God ;  not 
for  a  temporary  period,  and  so  resume  his  original 
position,  but  as  an  eternal  arrangement ;  and  thus 
ne  is  declared  to  be  "  an  hi^  priest*  for  ever,  after 
the  order  of  Melchizedek,"  wmch  is  an  inferior  po- 
rtion to  God,  as  he  himself  says,  "  my  Father  is 
greater  than  I."  Hence  the  words  addressed  here 
to  him,  "  A  si  of  meJ^  He  who  giveth  holds  a  more 
exalted  position  than  he  who  receiveth ;  neverthe- 
less, he  does  not  himself  cease  to  be  God,  nor  does 
he  cease  to  be  recognized  as  God ;  for  this  is  the 
will  of  the  Father  who  sent  him,  that  all  men  should 
honour  the  Son  even  as  they  honour  the  Father, 
the  "  Father  and  the  Son  are  one." 

*'  I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for  thine  inherit- 
ance.**  The  Father  giveth  the  Son  the  lands  or 
territories  of  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  be- 
eause  he  is  the  rightful  heir,  and  therefore  he  saye^ 
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**  I  AviD  overturn,  overturn,  overturn,  until  he  come 
whose  right  it  is,  and  Jl  will  give  it  him."  This 
right  he  has  acquired  by  purchase ;  hence  the  earth 
is  called  the  purchased  possession.  When  he  ob- 
tained eternal  redemption  for  us,  he  received  for  us 
the  inheritance  which  we  had  forfeited ;  which  when 
received  he  distributes  to  his  saints,  saying,  "  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre- 
pared for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world." — 
"  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession." 
The  kingdom  and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom, 
under  the  whole  heaven  is  given  to  the  people  of 
the  saints  of  the  Most  High.  It  will  no  longer  be  a 
divided  kingdom,  for  the  Lord  shall  be  kmg  over 
all  the  earm :  in  that  day  there  shall  be  one  Lord 
and  his  name  one.  When  Jesus  said  to  Pilate,  "  my 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,"  he  qualified  that 
Btatement  by  adding,  "  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not 
from  hence  :"  the  time  is  coming  when  his  kingdom 
will  be  of  thia  world,  and  the  whole  earth  shall  be 
under  his  sway ;  for  "  his  dominion  shall  be  fix)m 
«ea  to  sea,  and  from  the  rivers  to  the  ends  of  the 
-earth." 

"  Thou  dialt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron  : 
thou  shalt  dash  them  in  pieces  like  a  pot« 
ter's  vessel." 

When  he  comes  the  second  time,  he  comes  to 
reign ;  but  first,  he  must  make  his  enemies  his  footr- 
fltool — "  he  will  tread  them  in  his  anger,  and  tram- 
ple them  in  his  fury ;"  and  inasmuch  as  he  finds  the 
whole  earth  combined  to  resist  his  authority,  he 
will  strike  through  kings,  and  woimd  the  heads  over 
many  coimtries.  The  cities  of  the  nations  shall  fall, 
and  the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many  in  the  day 
of  his  fierce  anger. 
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When  he  descends  to  the  seat  of  his  government ; 
before  proceeding  to  execute  vengeance,  he  will 
gather  nis  saints  together  imto  him  ;  he  will  send  his 
angels  with  a  great  soimd  of  a  tnuoapet,  and  they 
shall  gather  together  his  elect  from  the  four  ends 
of  the  earth ;  and  they  shall  participate  with  him  in 
this  great  work  of  subjugation.  "  The  high  praises 
of  God  shall  be  in  tnen-  mouth,  and  a  two-edged 
sword  in  their  hand,  to  execute  vengeance  upon 
the  heathen  and  pimishments  upon  the  people.'^ 
Thus  spake  the  Lord  to  the  church  in  Tnyatira, 
"  He  that  overcometh  and  keepeth  my  works  imto 
the  end,  to  him  will  I  give  power  over  the  nations,  and 
he  shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  as  the  vessels 
of  a  potter  shall  they  be  broken  to  shivers,  even 
as  I  received  of  my  Father" — (the  latter  clause 
evidently  referring  to  this  psalm.^  "  As  yet  we  see 
not  all  things  put  under  hmi ;"  ne  is  now  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour,  and  is  set  down  on  the  right 
hand  of  Uod ;  but  soon  he  will  gird  his  sword  upon 
his  thigh,  and  in  majesty  ride  prosperously  for  meek- 
ness, and  truth,  and  righteousness :  his  right  hand 
will  teach  him  terrible  things,  his  arrows  shall  be 
sharp  in  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  whereby  the 
people  shall  fall  under  him  ;  "  then  shall  he  sit  on 
the  throne  of  his  glory,"  and  govern  the  nations 
upon  earth. 

"  Be  wise  now  therefore,  0  ye  Bangs ;  be  in- 
structed  ye  Judges  of  the  earth. ' 

"  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with 
trembling." 

"  Kiss  the  Son  (before)  he  be  angrj^, — and  ya 
perish  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is 
Kindled  but  a  Uttle.  Blessed  are  all  they 
that  put  their  trust  in  him." 
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This  exhoi-tation  comes  from  him  who  had  just 
been  declaring  the  decree.  It  is  the  voice  of  com- 
passion, and  shows  how  reluctant  he  is  to  use  the 
sword  of  judgment.  "As  I  five,  saith  the  Lord,  I 
have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked — ^but 
that  the  wicked  should  turn  from  his  wickedness 
and  live."  "  Be  wise  NOW."  There  is  an  asagned  li- 
mit, when,  if  wisdom  has  been  rejected,  it  will  not 
be  attainable.  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time. 
Behold  now  is  the  day  of  salvation — and  this  is  our 
wisdom  to  "  serv«  the  Lord  f  not  as  slaves,  but  as 
freemen ;  yet  with  fear,  even  as  Christ  himself  fear- 
'  ed ;  for  it  is  written  "  he  was  heard  in  that  he  feared" 
— ^who  shall  not  fear  thee,  0  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name  ;  for  thou  only  art  holy ;  he  is  greatly  to  be 
feared  in  the  assembly  of  his  saints,  and  to  be  had 
in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about  him.  "  Kiss 
the  Son."  Be  on  terms  of  amity  with  him  ;  despise 
not  his  goodness,  he  stretches  out  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, refuse  not  the  proffered  reconciliation  ;  receive 
him  as  your  prophet,  to  instruct  and  guide  you— 
your  priest  to  make  reconciliation  for  your  offences, 
and  your  king  to  rule  over  you  in  righteousness. 

"Kiss  the  Son  before  he  be  angry."  Now  he 
waits  to  be  gracious,  as  the  Father  waited  for  the 
return  of  his  prodigal  son.  But  there  is  a  limit  to 
the  riches  of  his  goodness  and  forbearance  and  long- 
suffering.  "  Because  I  called  and  ye  refused,  I 
stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded,  but 
ye  despised  all  my  counsel  and  would  none  of  my 
reproof,  I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calamity  and  will 
mock  when  yom*  fear  cometh."  "  Embrace  the  Son 
of  God  before  he  be  angry,"  for  who  may  stand  in 
ihj  sight  when  once  thou  art  angry ;  the  wrath  of 
the  Lamb  will  be  fearful  in  proportion  as  his  love 
T7as  great — all  who  have  renised  his  love  will  be 
<ievoured  by  the  fire  of  his  jealousy. 


PSALM    III. 

1.  Lord,  how  are  they  increased  that  trouble  me  ? 
many  are  they  that  rise  up  against  me. 

2.  Many  there  be  which  say  of  my  soul,  There  is 
no  help  for  him  in  God.     Selah. 

3.  But  thou,  0  Lord,  art  a  shield  for  me ;  my 
glory,  and  the  lifter  up  of  mine  head. 

4.  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and  he 
heard  me  out  of  his  holy  hill.     Selah. 

5.  I  laid  me  down  and  slept ;  I  awaked ;  for  the 
Lord  sustained  me. 

6.  I  will  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thousands  of  people 
that  have  set  themselves  against  me  round  about. 

7.  Arise,  0  Lord ;  save  me,  0  my  God  :  for  thou 
hast  smitten  all  mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek  bone ; 
thou  hast  broken  the  teeth  of  the  imgodly. 

8.  Salvation  belongeth  imto  the  Lord :  thy  bles- 
ring  is  upon  thy  people.     Selah. 

"LcM-d,  how  are  they  increased,  that  trouble 
me  ?  many  are  they  that  rise  up  against 
me. 

"  Many  there  be  which  say  of  my  soul,  There 
is  no  help  for  him  in  God." 

When  Christ  kept  silence,  and  his  bones  waxed 
old  through  his  roaring  aU  the  day  long,  there  were 
not  many  to  trouble  him  ;  but  when  he  stood  forth 
the  champion  for  truth,  and  testified  to  the  world 
those  things  which  he  had  heard  of  God ;  then  the 
world  hated  both  him  and  his  Father ;  and  ever  as 
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he  went  on  with  his  testimony — and  it  became  more 
^dely  spread,  the  more  did  his  enemies  augment 
in  number  and  in  virulence — ^for  as  the  friendship 
of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God,  so  he  who  stanos 
up  as  the  friend  of  God,  and  the  advocate  for  God's 
honour,  must  draw  down  the  displeasm-e  of  the 
world  on  himself.  This  was  especialljr  true  of  Christ ; 
the  world  hated  him  because  ne  testified  of  it  that 
the  works  thereof  were  «vil :  and  their  numbers 
increased  daily — "they  that  hate  me  without  a 
cause  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head."  "  A 
few  hundreds  at  the  most,  adhered  to  him  as  a  pro- 
phet sent  from  God ;  but  what  were  they  among 
so  many  ?  the  masses  were  attracted  by  his  mira- 
cles, and  wondered;  bift  they  hated  his  doctrines 
because  they  were  full  of  light,  and  made  manifest 
the  darkness  which  was  in  them.  "  They  said  there 
is  no  help  for  him  in  God."  Persecute  and  take  him, 
for  there  is  none  to  deliver  him :  on  the  cross  they 
•exulted  over  him,  saying,  "  There  is  no  help  for  him 
in  God :  let  him  deliver  him,  if  he  will  have  him, 
for  he  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  God." 

"  But  thou,  0  Lord,  art  a  shield  for  me ;  my 
glory,  and  the  lifter  up  of  my  head." 

God  was  to  him  a  shield,  an  impenetrable  shield 
behind  which  he  was  invulnerable ;  all  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  enemy  were  powerless ;  and  fell  harmless  from 
oflF  his  divie  armour-The  Father  is  ttie  glory 
and  the  delight  of  the  Son — "  O  God,  thou  art  my 
<Jod,  early  will  I  seek  thee ;  my  soul  thirsteth  for 
thee ;  my  flesh  longeth  after  thee  in  a  dry  and 
thirs^  land  where  no  water  is" — God  is  also  "  the 
lifter  up  of  his  head ;"  at  his  resurrection  his  head 
-ivas  lifted  up,  **  €md  now.  shall  mine  head  be  lifted 
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up  above  mine  enemies  round  about  me  ;  therefore 
will  I  offer  in  his  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy ;  I  will 
aing,  yea,  I  will  sing  praises  imto  the  Lord."  Thus 
saith  God  the  Father,  "  Because  he  hath  set  his  love 
upon  me  therefore  will  I  deUver  him ;  I  will  set  him 
on  high  because  he  hath  known  my  name."  WTien 
his  head  was  lifted  up  from  death,  then  did  he  set 
him  on  high  :  far  above  all  heavens  that  he  might 
fin  aU  things." 

"  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and  he 
heard  me  out  of  his  holy  hul." 

**  Christ  offered  up  prayers  and  supplications  with 
rtrong  crying  and  tears" — ^he  cried — he  prayed  ear- 
nestly ;  he  lifted  up  the  voice :  he  was  m-gent,  and 
Godneard  him :  his  prayers  entered  into  the  ears  of 
the  Lord  of  Sabaoth  :  he  "  heard  him  out  of  his  holy 
hilL"  What  "holy  hiU I"  The  eternal  rest  of  God 
— the  hill  of  Zion,  to  which  he  is  not  come  as  yet, 
nor  will  come,  until  the  kingdoms  ot  this  world 
are  become  the  kingdoms  of  oin:  God  and  of  his 
Christ ;  but  the  strong  eye  of  faith  contemplates  the 
answer  as  coming  even  now  from  the  place  where 
he  will  for  ever  delight  to  dwell,  and  where  he  will 
be  for  ever  the  hearer  of  prayer. 

"  I  laid  me  down  and  slept  \  I  awaked ;  for  the 
Lord  sustained  me." 

The  Shepherd  of  Israel  doth  not  slumber  nor 
deep,  now  that  he  has  received  an  incorruptible 
body  ;  but  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  he  laid  him  down 
and  slept ;  being  in  all  things  made  like  unto  his  bre- 
thren, yet  without  sin ;  he  slept  and  his  sleep  was 
fweet  unto  MdI,  for  God  gave  his  beloved  sleep ;  when 
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lie  awoke,  he  remembered  that  God  sustained  him. 

"  I  will  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thousands  of  people, 
that  have  set  themselves  against  me  round 
about." 

Christ  was  an  utter  stranger  to  fear  ;  to  this  his 
enemies  bore  witness,  for  tney  said,  "  Master,  we 
know  that  thou  art  true,  and  carest  for  no  man ;  for 
thou  regardest  not  the  person  of  men."  Christ  is 
the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  "  Though  an  host 
should  encamp  against  me  my  heart  shall  not  fear." 
Let  us  learn  of  him  to  "  cease  from  man  whose 
breath  is  in  his  nostrils,  for  wherein  is  he*  to  be  ac- 
counted of."  Who  is  he,  that  thou  shouldest  be  afraid 
of  a  man  that  shall  die,  or  the  son  of  man  who  shall 
be  made  as  grass." 

"  Arise,  0  Lord ;  save  me,  0  my  God ;  for  thou 
hast  smitten  all  mine  enemies  upon  the 
cheek  bone ;  thou  hast  broken  the  teeth  of 
the  ungodly." 

"  Arise,  lift  up  thvself,  thou  judge  of  the  earth, 
render  a  reward  to  the  proud ;  arise,  0  Lord  in  thine 
anger,  lift  up  thyself,  because  of  the  rage  of  the 
enemy,  and  awake  me  to  the  judgment  which  thou 
hast  commanded."  It  is  a  cry  to  God  to  arise  to 
judgment;  to  save  all  the  meek  of  the  earth,  of 
whom  he  is  the  head  and  representative.  The  con- 
cluding part  of  the  verse  is  the  answer  received, 
beheld  with  the  eye  of  faith — "  Thou  hast  smitten 
all  mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek  bone ;  thou  hast 
broken  the  teeth  of  the  ungodly  :"  it  will  be  on  that 
day,  when  *'  his  enemies  shall  be  ashamed  and  sore 
vexed ;"  when  they  shall  turn  to  flee,  but  shall  fall 
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and  not  rise.  He  will  tread  them  in  his  an^er,  and 
trample  them  in  his  fury ;  and  they  shall  be  cast 
out  as  the  mire  in  the  streets.  Does  Christ  delight 
in  the  prospect  of  the  destruction  of  the  wicked  ? 
he  does,  and  why  t  Because  they  are  the  enemies 
of  God ;  and  in  equal  measure  that  he  delights  in 
God  does  he  take  pleasure  in  the  overthrow  of  all 
that  are  found  in  rebellion  against  him.  The  break- 
ing of  the  cheek  bone,  and  the  knocking  out  of  the 
teeth,  express  the  purpose  of  God,  to  quite  deface 
and  destroy  the  divine  image  in  them  who  are  lost. 
There  is  nothing  comparable  for  beauty  to  the  hu- 
man face  divine ;  and  nothing  more  hideous  than 
that  face  distorted,  and  disfigured  by  wounds  and 
bruises  and  death :  when  he  mat  made  them  shall 
not  have  mercy  upon  them,  then  he  will  "  despise 
their  image." 

"  Salvation  belongeth  unto  the  Lord :  thy  bles- 
sing is  upon  thy  people." 

Salvation  implies  deliverance  from  sin,  and  all 
infirmity,  but  especially  from  death,  and  from  hm 
that  hath  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil  It 
is  deliverance  from  every  possible  form  of  oppres- 
sion, to  which  mind  or  body  can  be  subject.  Em- 
ancipation from  the  weakness  and  feebleness  of 
mortality  into  the  glorious  liberty  and  excellence  of 
the  sons  of  God.  This  salvation  belongeth  unto  the 
Lord,  he  is  its  author. 


<i 


Thy  blessing  is  upon  thy  people." 


His  blessing,  brings  with  it  substantial  benefits, 
for  the  life  mat  now  is,  and  for  that  which  is  to 
come  :  **  his  blessing  maketh  rich  and  addeth  no 
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Aorrow  thereto :  his  countenance  doth  behold  the 
upright ;  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from 
them  that  walk  uprightly."  "  But  ye  that  will  not 
hear,  and  will  not  lay  it  to  heart,  to  give  glory  unto 
my  name,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  I  will  even  send 
a  curse  upon  you,  and  I  will  curse  your  blessings ; 

Zea,  I  have  cursed  them  already,  because  ye  do  not 
y  it  to  heart." 


PSALM    IV. 

1.  Hear  me  when  I  call,  0  God  of  my  rirfiteoiuk 
neas :  thou  hast  enlarged  me  when  I  was  in  distress ; 
have  mercy  upon  me,  and  hear  my  prayer. 

2.  O  ye  sons  of  men,  how  long  will  ye  turn  my 
glory  into  shame?  how  long  will  ye  love  vanity, 
and  seek  after  leasing?     Selah. 

3.  But  know  that  the  Lord  hath  set  apart  him 
that  is  godly  for  himself :  the  Lord  will  hear  when 
I  call  unto  him. 

4.  Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not :  commime  with 
your  own  heart  upon  your  bed,  and  be  still.     Selah. 

5.  OflFer  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness,  and  put 
your  trust  in  the  Lord. 

6.  There  be  many  that  say,  who  will  show  us  any 
good  ?  Lord  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance upon  us. 

7.  Thou  hast  put  gladness  in  my  heart,  more  than 
in  the  time  that  their  com  and  their  wine  increased. 

8.  I  will  both  lav  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep  : 
for  thou,  Lord,  only  makest  me  dwell  in  safety. 

"  Hear  me  when  I  calL*' 

"  If  we  know  that  he  heareth  us,  we  know  that 
we  have  the  petitions  which  we  desire  of  him." 
Thus  it  was  with  the  Lord  Jesus  in  aD  his  prayers ; 
he  knew  that  he  was  heard  of  God :  "  Father,  I 
thank  thee  that  thou  hast  heard  me,  and  I  knew 
that  thou  hearest  me  always,  but  because  of  tht» 
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geople  who  stand  by,  I  said  it,  that  they  may  b»- 
eve,  that  thou  didst  send  me." 

"  0  God  of  my  righteouaiiess." 

"  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  Kve  by 
the  Father,  so  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live 
by  me."  Thus  was  the  Father  to  him  what  he  is 
to  lis — "  The  Lord  om*  righteousness."  In  the  71st 
Psalm  he  says,  "  Deliver  me  in  thy  righteousness :" 
and  again,  "  My  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  righte- 
ousness :  and  again,  "  I  will  make  mention  of  ihj 
righteousness,  even  of  thine  only  :"  and  in  this 
pmce,  "  0  God  of  my  righteousness,"  shewing  that 
nis  confidence  rested  on  God,  even  as  ours  must  do 
on  him — "  not  having  our  own  righteousness,  but 
that  (riffhteousness)  which  is  through  the  faith  of 
CShrist,  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith." 

"  Thou  hast  enlarged  me  when  I  was  in  dis- 
tress." 

God  who  comforteth  those  who  are  cast  down, 
did  especially  comfort  Christ,  the  man  of  sorrows, 
when  he  cried  to  him,  out  of  the  depths  of  his  affic- 
tion.  Weeping  endured  for  a  night,  but  joy  came 
in  the  mommg ;  when  he  said,  "  Why  art  thou  cast 
down,  0  my  soul,  and  why  art  thou  disquieted 
within  me  ?"  he  adds,  "  Trust  thou  in  God,  for  I 
shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  coimte- 
nance,  and  my  God." 


M 


Have  mercy  upon  me  and  hear  my  prayer." 


He  who  knew  no  sin  needed  not  to  ask  mercy 
for  himself — ^it  is  as  our   representative — as  the 
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world's  burden  bearer  that  he  prays,  "  have  mercy 
upon  me."  Himself  took  our  mfirmities,  and  bare 
our  sicknesses ;  so  himself  took  our  sins,  as  if  he  had 
been  the  guilty  one  ;  and  so  "  shame  covered  his 
face,  and  his  confusion  was  continually  before  him." 


u 


O  ye  sons  of  men." 


"  Unto  you,  0  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the 
sons  of  men.  0  ye  simple  imderstand  wisdom : 
and  ye  fools  be  ye  of  an  imderstanding  heart." 

"  How  long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  shame." 
God  is  the  glory  of  Christ ;  as  he  said,  "  in  God  is  my 
salvation,  and  my  glory,"  and  in  this  place,  "  how 
long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  shame."  Many 
glory  in  the  flesh,  and  so  worship  and  serve  the 
creature,  more  than  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  for 
ever :  but  Christ  gloried  in  the  Father  alone,  he 
loved  him  with  all  his  heart,  and  soul,  and  mind,  and 
strength.  All  who  through  disobedience  dishonour 
God,  turn  his  glory  into  shame ;  therefore  he  said 
"  As  with  a  sword  in  my  bones  mine  enemies  re- 
proach me,  while  they  say  daily  mito  me,  where  is 
thy  God  ?"  The  children  of  disobedience,  do  daily 
turn  into  shame  the  glory  of  Christ ;  his  patience 
18  wearied  out  with  their  persistence  in  evil.  "  0 
faithless  and  perverse  generation,  how  long  shall  I 
be  with  you  ?  how  long  shall  I  suffer  you  t" 

"  How  long  will  ye  love  vanity,  and  seek  after, 
leasing  ?" 

When  we  love  vanity,  we  turn  his  glory  into 
shame,  and  dishonour  him  :  the  lust  of  the  eye,  the 
hist  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of  life,  all  that  is 
comprehended  in  thelse  is  vanity ;  and  so  long  as  we 
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continue  under  their  influence,  we  love  vanity ; — so 
then  they  that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God, 
for  they  love  vanity,  and  seek  after  leasing ;  lies  and 
deceit,  are  daily  had  recourse  to,  in  the  pursuit  of 
vanity  :  "  the  wicked  are  estranged  from  the  womh^ 
they  go  astray  as  soon  as  they  are  bom,  speaking^ 
Ues" — ^in  hypocrisy  and  holding  fast  deceit,  ever 
appearing  in  false  colours  for  the  attainment  of  their 
ends :  their  ways  are  always  grievous,  they  daily 
dishonour  his  holy  name,  and  turn  his  glory  inta 
shame. 

"  But  know  that  the  Lord  hath  set  apart  him 
that  is  godly  for  himself ;  the  Lord  will 
hear  when  I  call  unto  him." 

"  A  Book  of  remembrance  is  written  before  him, 
for  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  that  think  upon 
his  name ;  and  they  shall  be  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels ;'' 
"  The  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear  him, 
and  he  will  shew  them  his  covenant" — ^they  who  are 
godly  in  the  earth  are  precious  in  his  sight,  and  are 
as  the  apple  of  the  eye ;  he  watches  over  them 
for  good,  and  has  set  them  apart  for  himself. — 
they  are  called,  and  chosen,  and  faithful.  The 
man  who  loves  God  is  godly,  and  none  else  are  godly, 
how  then  shall  a  man  know  that  he  loves  God  I 
by  the  same  consciousness  by  which  he  knows  hi& 
love  for  any  object.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  ap- 
prehending the  true  object  of  the  heart's  love  and 
esteem  :  when  God  occupies  that  place,  the  mind 
is  perfectly  conscious  of  it ;  and  failher,  if  a  man 
love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words.  If  any  man  love 
God,  God  is  known  of  that  man.  In  Christ  is  God 
known,  and  when  known  he  is  loved,  and  when 
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loved,  he  is  obeyed.  This  is  the  godly  man  whom 
he  sets  apart  for  himself.  Jesus  is  pre-eminently 
the  man  of  God — ^the  model — and  as  such,  it  is  to 
himself,  in  the  first  instance,  he  refers,  as  the  godly 
man  whom  God  would  set  apart  for  himself,  and 
therefore  he  adds,  "  The  Lord  will  hear  me  when  I 
call  mito  liim."  Why  was  he  confident,  that  the 
Lord  would  hear  when  he  called?  because  he  regard- 
ed not  iniquity  in  his  heart.  "  K I  regard  iniqmty  in 
my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me :"  but  verUy  God 
hath  heard  me  and  hath  attended  to  the  voice  of 
my  suppUcation.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  who  hath 
not  turned  away  my  prayer  nor  his  mercy  from 
me."  "  God  heareth  not  sinners,  but  if  any  man 
be  a  worshipper  of  God,  and  doeth  his  will,  him  he 
heareth,  "for  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the  right- 
eous, and  his  ears  are  open  to  their  prayers."  Con- 
Bcious  of  the  integrity  of  his  soul,  conscious  that  he 
always  did  those  things  that  pleased  him,  he  knew 
that  the  Lord  would  hear  when  he  called  unto  him. 
*'  Beloved,  if  ovi  heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have 
we  confidence  toward  God,  and  whatsoever  we  ask 
we  receive  of  him,  because  we  keep  his  conamand- 
ments,  and  do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  his 
sight. 

**  Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not ;  commime  with 
your  own  heart  upon  your  bed,  and  be 
stilL" 

*•  Offer  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness,  and  put 
your  trust  in  the  Lord." 

In  the  first  verse  of  this  Psalm,  our  Lord  prays  to 
the  Father.  In  the  second  and  third  verses,  he  re- 
monstrates with  the  wicked,  on  their  persistence  in 
eviL  and  warns  them  of  coming  vengeance,  whea 
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the  godly  shall  be  set  apart,  and  not  included  in  the^ 
general  destruction.  In  the  fourth  and  fifth  versea^ 
he  exhorts  the  godly  to  a  continuance  in  well  doing; 
"  Stand  in  awe  and  sin  not."  No  man  will  sin, 
while  standing  in  awe  of  God ;  for  "  the  transgres- 
sion of  the  wicked,  saith  within  my  heart,  that  tnere 
is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes."  Stand  in 
awe  of  God,  habitually,  hourly,  constantljr.  "  Sanc- 
tify the  Lord  of  hosts  himself,  and  let  him  be  your 
fear,  and  let  him  be  your  dread,"  "for  to  this  man  will 
I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite 
spirit,  and  trembleth  at  my  word."  Meditation  is 
also  a  means  of  promoting  holiness.  "  Commune 
with  your  own  heart"  in  silence,  in  the  retirement 
of  your  chamber,  or  in  the  deep  stillness  of  night, 
when  all  is  quiet  aroimd :  sees,  like  Jesus,  to  be 
searched.  "  Examine  me  and  prove  me,  try  my 
reins  and  my  heart."  "  Search  me,  0  God,  and  know 
my  heart — ^try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts  and  see  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the 
way  everlasting" — "  Keep  silence  before  'me,  0  Is- 
lands ;  and  let  the  people  renew  their  strength ;  let 
them  come  near ;  then  let  them  speak  ;  let  us  come 
near  together  to  judgment ;"  silence  is  the  first  step ; 
silence  with  deep  thought  and  inward  examination; 
then  come  near,  (feel  after  him  and  find  him)  then 
speak — ^thus  shall  the  people  renew  their  strength ; 
when  they  and  God  come  near  together  to  judg^ 
ment — ^to  judgment,  first  as  it  respects  themselves 
"  for  if  we  would  judge  ourselves  we  should  not  be 
judged ;"  and  then  as  it  respects  his  judgment  in 
the  earth  :  for,  while  his  judgments,  are  far  above, 
out  of  the  sight  of  the  wicked,  they  are  patent  to 
the  righteous — ^they  see,  they  mark,  they  tremble, 
they  adore  ;  thev  say  "  Tnie  and  righteous  are  thy 
judgments."     They  "  ofler  the  sacrifices  of  righte- 
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ousnefls.''  "  The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken 
spirit ;  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  0  God,  thou 
wilt  not  despise."  "  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleasure 
unto  Zion — -build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  then 
flhah  thou  be  pleased  with  the  sacrifices  of  righte- 
ousness, with  burnt  ofienng,  and  whole  burnt  ofier- 
ing ;  then  shall  they  offer  bullocks  upon  thine  altar.^ 


M 


And  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord." 


**  Some  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses,  but 
we  win  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God." 
Remembering  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God,  we  will 
confide  in  him.  Trust  in  him  at  all  times ;  ye  people 
pour  out  your  heart  before  him  ;  God  is  a  refuge 
for  us.  *'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  maketh  the  Lord 
his  trust,  and  respecteth  not  the  proud  nor  such  as 
turn  aside  to  lies."  To  trust  in  tke  Lord,  is  to  de- 
pend upon  his  word :  this  is  the  word,  "  that  God 
nath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his 
Son." 

•*  There  be  many  that  say,  who  will  shew  us 
any  good  r"^ 

There  be  many  that  say,  "  What  shall  we  eat  and 
what  shall  we  drink,  and  wherewithal  shall  we  be 
clothed?"  There  be  many  that  say,  Where  shall 
we  go  in  the  pursuit  of  pleasure  t  W  hat  books  shall 
we  read,  to  beguile  the  time,  when  it  hangs  heavy  t 
to  what  places  of  amusement  shall  we  resort,  or  in 
what  games  shall  we  indulge,  that  we  may  find  en- 
joyment? This  craving  for  good,  is  universal: 
manv  think  it  is  to  be  K)und  m  the  possession  of 
wealth ;  but  a  man's  life  (or  happiness)  consisteth 
not  in  the  abundance  of  the  thmgs  which  he  pos- 
sesseth. 
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"  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thj  counta^ 
□ance  upon  us. ' 

Here,  and  nowhere  ebe,  is  happinees — even  pesoe 
■with  God, through  our  Lord  JeBue  Chriet;  here  we 
find  rest  to  our  aouls.  When  God  makes  his  £kce 
to  shine,  then  the  soul  is  filled  as  with  marrow  and 

fatness — then  the  mouth  will  praise  hini  with  joyful 
^B.  The  true  good,  which  will  satisfy  the  soul,  is 
God  himseF;  to  seek  for  ^od  elsewhere  is  a  vain 
Aearch,  and  always  ends  m  disappointment ;  with 
Him  is  the  fountam  of  hfe  ;  and  ne  is  dishonoured 
by  all,  who  seek  life,  apart  from  himself.  "  Be  as- 
tonished, O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly  af- 
raid; be  ye  very  desolate  saith  the  Lord;  for  my 
people  hath  committed  two  evils — they  have  for- 
Baken  me,  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed 
them  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns,  that  can  bold  no 
water,"  They  all  say  "  Evil  be  thou  my  good,"  who 
love  and  serve  the  creature,  more  than  the  Creator, 
who  is  blessed  for  ever ;  for  in  ttie  light  of  God's- 
coimtenauce  alone,  is  tliat  good  to  be  foimd,  which 
men  vainly  seek  elsewhere. 

"  Thou  hast  put  gladness  in  my  heart,  more 
than  in  the  tmie  that  their  com  and  wine 
increased." 

The  great  festive  time,  is  the  harvest,  when  men 
gather^and  bring  home  the  fruits  of  the  field — as  it 
18  said,  "  they  joy  according  to  the  joy  of  harvest,  or 
as  men  rejoice  when  they  divide  the  spoil." — There 
is  a  species  of  gladne&s  also,  when  the  wine  cup 
goes  round  at  the  social  table;  but  it  is  sbort-lived, 
and  is  foDowed  by  bitterness  and  regret ;  not  so  the 
^laduesB  which  God  put*  into  the  heuts  of  the  right- 
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ecus ;  it  is  both  enduring,  and  is  even,  at  the  time 
more  precious,  more  exalted,  and  refined  than  that 
of  the  man  whose  com  and  wine  abound,  and  whose 
earthly  substance  has  increased.  The  speaker  is 
Christ ;  he  testifies  to  his  possession  of  this  glad- 
ness of  heart,  through  the  ufting  up  of  the  light  of 
God's  countenance. 

« 

"  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep  : 
for  thou,  Lord,  only  makest  me  to  dwell 
in  safety." 

Freed  from  aU  distressing  care — "  tired  nature's 
sweet  restorer,  balmy  sleep"  soon  and  gently  over- 
powers the  senses ;  and  that  sleep  is  sweet  and  re- 
freshing :  thus  hath  godliness  the  promise  of  the 
life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to  come. 

"  For  thou.  Lord,  only  makest  me  to  dwell  in 
Mrfety."  "  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation, 
whom  shall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of 
my  life  of  whom  then  shall  I  be  afraid  ?"  Confidence 
in  God,  gives  a  feeling  of  perfect  secmity,  when  we 
Ke  down  to  sleeps—knowing  that  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him 
and  delivereth  them.  "  Our  safety  cometh  from 
the  Lord  who  made  heaven  and  earth." 


PSALM    V. 

1.  Give  ear  to  my  words,  0  Lord;  conflider  my 
meditation. 

2.  Hearken  mito  the  voice  of  my  cry,  my  King, 
and  my  God :  for  unto  thee  I  will  pray. 

3.  My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  the  morning,  O 
Lord ;  in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my  prayer  unto 
thee,  and  will  look  up. 

4.  For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  hath  pleasure  in 
wickedness ;  neither  shall  evil  dwell  with  thee. 

5.  The  foolish  shall  not  stand  in  thy  sight :  thou 
hatest  all  workers  of  iniquity. 

6.  Thou  shalt  destroy  them  that  speak  leasing : 
the  Lord  will  abhor  the  bloody  and  deceitful  man. 

7.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  house  in 
the  multitude  of  thy  mercy ;  and  in  thy  fear  will  I 
worship  toward  thy  holy  temple. 

8.  Lead  me,  0  Lord,  m  thy  righteousness  because 
of  mine  enemies :  make  thy  way  straight  before  my 
face. 

9.  For  there  is  no  faithfulness  in  their  mouth ; 
their  inward  part  is  very  wickedness ;  their  throat 
is  an  open  sepulchre  ;  they  flatter  with  their  ton^e. 

10.  Destroy  thou  them,  0  God ;  let  them  faff  by 
their  own  coimsels ;  cast  them  out  in  the  multitude 
of  their  transgressions  ;  for  they  have  rebelled 
against  thee. 

11.  But  let  all  those  that  put  their  trust  in  thee 
rejoice :  let  them  ever  shout  for  joy,  because  thou 
defendest  them :  let  them  also  that  love  thy  name 
be  joyful  in  thee. 
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12.  For  thou,  Lord,  wilt  bless  the  righteous ;  with 
&your  wilt  thou  compass  him  as  with  a  shield. 

"  Give  ear  to  my  words,  0  Lord  ;  consider  my 
meditation." 

Our  Lord,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  was  tempted  in 
^  points  like  as  we  are  ;  he  was  placed  in  our  cir- 
cumstances, and  had  no  advantages — ^he  did  not 
Kve  by  sight,  while  we  live  by  faith,  for  "  he  believ- 
ed to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of 
the  living" — i,  e.  it  was  by  faith  that  he  discerned 
the  goo£iess  of  God,  but  his  faith  was  equal  to 
sight ;  it  was  perfect ;  nevertheless  it  was  by  faith 
he  saw,  and  this  is  tiie  language  of  one,  who  by 
faith  is  approaching  to  G^d  "  Give  ear  to  my  words, 
0  Lord."  It  was  not  enough  for  him  to  offer  up 
his  prayer,  he  must  know  also  that  Jehovah  is  listen- 
mg ;  this  is  essential  to  right  prayer,  a  firm  persua- 
sion that  "  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  us,  and 
that  his  ears  are  open  to  our  prayer ;"  we  must  be- 
lieve that  he  is;  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him  ;  otherwise  we  pray  not — 
it  may  be  the  form,  but  the  reality  is  wanting.  Wo 
must  speak  to  God  in  truth,  persuaded  that  he  is 
present,  though  hid ;  "  for  thou  art  a  God  that  hid- 
est  thyself,  0  God  of  Israel  the  Saviour." 

"  Cionsider  my  meditation." 

"  Examine  me  and  prove  me,  try  my  reins,  and 
my  heart — ^prove  me  and  know  my  thoughts,  and 
see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me 
in  the  way  everlasting."  He  meditated  on  God, 
and  his  meditation  of  hun  was  sweet,  for  he  remem- 
bered his  judgments  of  old  and  comforted  himseE 
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"  Hearken  to  the  voice  of  my  cry,  my  King, 
and  my  God  :  for  imto  thee  will  I  pray." 

The  apostle  tells  us  that  his  prayers  were  with 
"  strong  crying  and  tears."  It  was  the  voice  of 
urgent,  of  earnest,  and  fervent  prayer  :  he  thirsted 
for  God,  for  the  living  God,  and  must  be  assured 
that  he  did  hearken  to  the  voice  of  his  cry.  He  did 
not  cry,  nor  strive,  nor  cause  his  voice  to  be  heard 
in  the  streets — ^there,  all  was  imobtmsive  quietness, 
while  goiflg  about  continually  doing  good;  but  when 
alone  with  God,  in  the  solitude  of  the  desert  or  moun- 
tain ;  the  voice  of  prayer  was  not  feeble,  but  strong, 
not  weak,  but  mighty:  the  outgoings  of  the  heart  af- 
ter God,  were  expressed  in  burning  words  of  living 
prayer ;  and  to  God  as  his  King,  "  for  God  is  my 
King  of  old,  working  salvation  in  the  midst  of  the 
earm."  "  He  is  the  King,  eternal,  immortal,  invisi- 
ble ;  the  only  wise  God,  who  alone  hath  immortality, 
dwelling  in  light  which  no  man  can  approach  imto, 
whom  no  man  hath  seen  nor  can  see. '  The  title 
of  King,  applies  to  all  others  merely  as  representa- 
tives ;  to  mm  alone  it  appertaineth,  who  ufteth  up 
his  hand  to  heaven,  and  saith,  "  I  Uve  for  ever. 
Jesus  in  the  form  of  a  servant  could  say  of  the 
Father,  "  My  King  and  my  God" — ^for  he  is  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"  My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  the  morning,  0 
Lord:  in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my 
prayer  imto  thee,  and  will  look  up." 

An  who  have  risen  to  eminence  as  the  servants 
of  God,  have  been  distinguishable  for  their  habit  of 
«arly  rising  for  prayer :  and  this  was  remarked  of 
Abraham  and  aD  the  prophets,  "  rising  up  early  and 
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sendine  them/'  but  Jesus  is  preeminently  distin- 
guished for  these  nightly  vigils,  and  early  sacrifices 
unto  God.  "  At  midnight  I  will  rise  to  give  thanks 
unto  thee,  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments;"  he 
went  up  into  a  moimtain  to  pray,  and  continued  all 
night  in  prayer  to  God ;"  again,  "  he  went  up  into 
a  mountain  to  pray,  and  about  the  fourth  watch,  he 
came  down  from  the  mountain,  and  walked  on  the 
sea,  to  go  to  his  disciples :  again,  "  he  rose  up  a 
^eat  while  before  day,  and  went  out,  and  departed 
mto  a  solitary  place,  and  there  prayed ;"  for  this 
purpose,  at  night  he  left  the  temple,  and  departed  to 
the  Moimt  of  Olives,  and  early  in  the  morning,  re- 
turning again,  he  taught  in  the  temple ;  doubtiess 
there  were  many  houses  open  to  him,  where  he 
might  have  spent  the  night,  in  Jerusalem ;  but  his 
object  was  prayer — devout  and  fervent  prayer,  in 
the  seclusion  of  Olivet,  and  in  the  garden,  to  which 
"  he  was  wont  to  resort  with  his  disciples ;"  his  eyes 
"  prevented  the  nightwatches  that  he  might  medi- 
tate in  his  word" — "  I  prevented  the  dawning  of 
the  morning  and  cried,  I  hoped  in  thy  word." 
These  nightly  and  morning  prayers,  were  his  oasis 
in  the  desert,  from  whence  he  came  forth,  panoplied 
with  armour,  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
destroy  the  works  of  the  devil. 

With  him  was  great  fixedness  of  purpose;  for 
thus  he  said,  "I  have  sworn  and  I  will  perform  it,  that 
I  will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments."  How  care- 
ful he  was  to  redeem  the  time  !  not  a  moment  was 
lost,  or  left  tmimproved:  "  I  must  work  the  works  of 
him  that  sent  me  while  it  is  day ;  the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work  :"  "  Axe  there  ^ot  twelve 
hours  in  the  day ;  if  a  man  walk  in  the  day,  he 
stumbleth  not,  because  he  seeth  the  light  of  this 
world,  but  if  he  walk  in  the  night,  he  stumbleth,  be- 
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cause  there  is  no  light  in  him  ;"  again  he  said,  "  I 
made  haste,  and  delayed  not,  to  keep  thy  command- 
ments." To  this  unswerving  determination,  to  livo 
only  for  God,  he  added  a  settled  plan,  or  methodical 
arrangement;  saying,  "Morning,  noon, and  night,  will 
I  pray,  and  cry  aloud,  and  thou  shalt  hear  my  voice :" 
and  in  this  place,  "  My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  the 
morning,  0  Lord  :  in  the  morning,  will  I  direct  my 
prayer  unto  thee,  and  will  look  up." 

"  For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  hath  pleasure  in 
wickedness,  neither  shall  e^dl  dwell  with 
thee." 

**  Thouartholy,  0  thou,  that  inhabitest  eternity,  and 
its  praises ;"  "  thou  lovest  righteousness,  and  hatest 
iniquity ;"  God  has  a  controversy  with  men,  becaiise 
they  love  wickedness,  while  he  abhors  it ;  "  for 
which  things'  sake,  cometh  the  wrath  of  God,  on 
the  children  of  disobedience."  How  dreadful,  to  ad- 
mit for  a  moment,  the  supposition,  that  he  is  a  God 
that  hath  pleasm-e  in  wickedness  1  were  it  so,  the 
universe  would  become  a  pandemonium ;  anarchy 
would  prevail  over  all ;  such  a  God,  could  not  be 
trusted,  or  depended  on ;  the  worship  of  the  heart, 
or  affections,  which  he  requires,  would  be  impossible; 
all  service,  would  proceed  from  constraint,  or  slavish 
fear.  Such  is  not  the  God,  who  made  the  heavens,  and 
the  earth  ;"  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity  ; 
just  and  right  is  he."  God  has  condescended  to 
testify  of  hunsolf,  saying,  "  I,  the  Lord  speak  righ1>- 
eousness ;  I  declare  things  that  are  right," — such, 
being  the  jm changeable,  and  eternal  character,  of 
Him,  with  whom  we  have  to  do — it  follows,  that 
'*  evil  cannot  dwell  with  him." 


it 
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The  foolish  shall  not  stand  in  thy  sight." 


**  They  are  like  the  chaff,  which  the  wind  driveth 
^way,"  "  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the  judg- 
ment, nor  sinners  in  the  congregation  of  the  right- 
eous." They  shall  not  stand  in  his  sight,  who  is  a 
consuming  fire;  penetrating  into  the  deepest  recesses 
of  all  hearts ;  wno  requireth  truth  in  the  inward 
parts ;  *'he  that  worketh  deceit  shall  not  dwell  within 
nis  house  ;  he  that  telleth  lies  shall  not  tarry  in  his 
sight." 

"  Thou  hatest  all  workers  of  iniquity." 

God  hates  tlie  proud  look  ;  the  lying  tongue  ;  the 
•covetous  heart ;  the  envious  eye  ;  the  slanderer  ; 
the  drunkard,  the  whoremonger,  and  all  that  do 
wickedly  :  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  set  against  them 
that  do  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remembrance  of  them 
from  the  earth."  How  dreadful  is  the  condition  of 
the  creature,  when  his  Creator  becomes  his  enemy  1 
yet  so  it  is  with  all,  who  "  love  evil  more  than  good, 
and  lying  rather  than  to  speak  righteousness."  As 
a  dream  when  one  awaketh  ;  so,  0  God,  when  thou 
awakest,  thou  wilt  despise  their  image.  Thou  wilt 
say  to  them,  in  that  great  day,  when  all  are  arraigned 
before  thy  judgmentnseat,  "  Depart  from  me,  I  know 
you  not,  all  ye  that  work  iniqmty." 


a 


Thou  shalt  destroy  them  that  speak  leasing." 


What  shall  be  given  unto  thee  1  or  what  shall  be 
done  unto  thee,  thou  false  tongue  ?  Sharp  arrows 
of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of  juniper.  "  Let  biuning 
coals  fall  upon  them :  let  them  be  cast  into  the  fire, 
into  deep  pits,  that  they  rise  not  up  again :  all  Ears, 
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«haD  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  bumeth  with 
fire  and  brimstone  :"  having  for  their  associates  the 
the  Devil  and  his  angels,  who  were  the  inventors  of 
falsehood. 


The  Lord  will  abhor  the  bloody  and  deceitful 
man." 


The  man  in  whose  heart  hatred  is  cherished,  is  a 
bloody  man  ;  for  "  he  that  hateth  his  brother,  is  a 
murderer;"  and  as  the  Lord  abhorreth  the  covetous, 
BO,  doth  he  also  "  abhor  the  bloody,  and  the  deceitful 
man."  Hatred  is  usually  associated  with  deceit : 
"  The  words  of  his  mouth  are  smoother  than  butter ; 
but  war  is  in  his  heart :  his  words  are  softer  than 
oil,  yet  are  they  drawn  swords :  but  thou,  0  God, 
fihalt  bring  them  down  into  the  pit  of  destruction  : 
bloody  and  deceitful  men,  shall  not  live  out  half 
their  days." 


tt 


But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  house." 


The  house  of  God  was  the  temple.  Jesus  so  re- 
cognized it :  "  make  not  my  Fathei^s  house,  an  house 
of  merchandize :"  thither  he  came  to  worship  the 
Lord,  at  the  solemn  feasts,  with  the  multitude  who 
kept  holy  day :  "  I  went  with  them  to  the  house  of 
God,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise :"  he  went  into 
the  sanctuary  of  God — "  as  the  sparrow  findeth  a 
house,  and  the  swallow  a  nest  for  herself,  where 
she  may  lay  her  younff,  so  to  me  are  thine  altars, 
O  Lord  of  hosts,  my  King,  and  my  God." 

"  In  the  multitude  of  thy  mercy." 

'*  Many,  0  Lord  my  God,  are  thy  wonderful 
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works  which  thou  hast  done,  and  thy  thoughts  which 
are  to  usward;  if  I  would  declare  and  speak  of  them, 
they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered." 

**  And  in  thy  fear  will  I  worship  toward  thy 
holy  temple." 

Jesus  worshipped  the  Father;  he  said,  "mine 
eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord,  for  he  shall  pluck 
my  feet  out  of  the  net."  "  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy 
temple,  the  Lord's  throne  is  in  heaven :  his  eyes 
behold,  and  his  eyelids  try,  the  children  of  men."  In 
his  temple  is  his  mercy-seat,  where  he  sitteth  between 
the  cherubim,  waiting  to  be  gracious:  ready  to 
hear  and  answer  prayer :  it  is  the  throne  of  grace  : 
thither  all  God's  cliil(h:en  come,  to  ask  for  mercy,  and 
"  grace  to  help  them  in  time  of  need" — thither  did 
Jesus  come  ;  his  delight  was  to  approach  unto  God. 
And  in  the  fear  of  God  did  he  worship  toward  his 
holy  temple.  All  right  worship  is  preceded  by  fear : 
the  fear  of  God  will  prevent  us,  from  taking  his  sa- 
cred name,  lightly  into  our  mouth.  The  fear  of 
God,  is  the  preparation  of  the  heart,  for  drawing 
Dear  to  him ;  and  this  preparation  comes  from  him- 
self." Keep  silence  before  me,  0  Islands ;  and  let 
the  people  renew  their  strength  :  let  them  come  near^ 
then  let  them  speak:  let  us  come  near  together  to 
judgment. 

"  Lead  me,  0  Lord,  in  thy  righteousness  be- 
cause of  mine  enemies ;  make  thy  way 
straight  before  my  face." 

There  is  only  one  being  in  the  universe,  whose 
righteousness  can  be  imputed  to  another ;  and  that 
b^g  is  God.    Jesus  received  it  of  the  Father ;  and 
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Loldfl  it  for  ub  ;  therefore  he  is  "  the  Lord  our  right- 
eousness,''— being  made  sin  for  us ;  we  became,  the 
righteousness  of  God,  in  him.  By  faith  alone,  we 
become  united  to  Jesus,  and  in  him  made  righteous, 
with  God's  own  righteousness — ^this  is  the  marriage 
garment;  even  the  robe  of  righteousness;  which  we 
ought  to  have  on  continually ;  and  in  which  alone 
we  can  appear  at  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ.  To 
hold  fast  this  righteousness;  this  completeness  in 
Christ :  is  the  battle  we  have  to  fight ;  when  held 
fast  unto  the  end  the  victory  is  won. 

"  There  is  no  faithfulness  in  their  mouth ;  their 
inward  part  is  very  wickedness  ;  their 
throat  is  an  open  sepulchi-e ;  they  flatter 
with  their  tongue." 

The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  des- 
perately wicked:  who  can  know  it?  The  mouth, 
does  not  usually  utter,  the  tine  sentiment  of  the 
heart ;  there  is  continual  duplicity,  and  utterance  of 
words,  which  are  far  removed,  from  the  iimer  cur- 
rent of  the  soul.  The  mouth  should  be  the  index 
of  the  heart ;  and  it  professes  to  be  so,  but  is  not ; 
"  for  there  is  no  faithfulness  in  their  mouth ;  their 
inward  part  is  very  wickedness;"  the  being  him- 
self,  who  lives  within  the  clay  tenement,  and  ^ves 
to  the  eyes,  and  mouth,  all  their  varied  expressions ; 
this  living  principle  is,  in  God's  sight,  very  wicked- 
ness :  men  wish  to  stand  high,  in  the  opinion  of 
others ;  but  here  is  the  judgment  of  oiie,  who  is  to 
be  our  Judge;  that  we  all  are,  in  ourselves — ^wicked 
to  the  heart's  core  ;  and  will  so  continue,  luJess  a 
clean  heart  be  created  within  us.  "  Their  throat 
is  an  open  sepulchre."  As  decomposition  of  the 
human  body  at  death  is  loatlisome ;  so  to  him  wdth 
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whom  we  have  to  do,  is  the  throat  an  open  se- 
pulchre ;  aD  that  comes  forth  through  that  channel, 
m  the  form  of  words,  is  loathsome ;  he  hears,  and 
abhors.  0,  it  is  fearful  to  contemplate  the  awful 
divergence,  between  us  and  our  Maker!  which,  if  not 
remedied,  must  cause  an  eternal  separation.  "  They 
flatter  with  their  tongue."  Sincerity  is  rare ;  aU 
more  or  less,  do  flatter  ;  they  compliment  each 
other  ;  they  eulogize  and  praise,  and  give  good 
words  with  their  mouth  ;  while  within,  tliere  is  no 
real  friendship,  nor  cordial  sympathy :  "  But  God 
will  cut  oft*  all  flattering  lips,  and  the  tongue  that 
Bpeaketh  proud  things.' 

"  Destroy  thou  them,  0  God ;  let  them  fall  by 
their  own  coxmsels ;  cast  them  out  in  the 
multitude  of  their  transgressions ;  for  they 
have  rebelled  against  thee." 

There  is  only  one  abode,  for  all  the  wicked ;  and 
that  is  "  the  lake  that  bumeth  with  fire  and  brim- 
stone ;"  This  is  the  second  death  ;  into  which  shall 
be  cast,  all  whose  names  are  not  found  written,  in 
the  book  of  life  ;  and  wherefore  1  "  For  they  have 
rebelled  against  thee  ;"  all  the  evil  in  man,  originates 
from  rebellion  against  his  maker ;  he  hatli  hardened 
himself  against  God ;  he  tries  to  persuade  himself, 
that  God  is  not ;  he  conceals  from  himself,  that  he 
is  in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  he  lives  on  in  self  deceit ; 
"flattering  himself  in  his  own  eyes,  until  his  iniquity 
be  foimd  to  be  hateful ;"  and  then  is  cut  off*  by  a 
stroke  ;  plucked  up  ;  and  cast  away  for  ever  ;  "he 
shall  go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers ;  they  shall 
never  see  light." 
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"  But  let  all  those  that  pnt  their  tmst  in  thee 
rejoice ;  let  them  ever  shout  for  joy,  be- 
cause thou  defeodeat  them  ;  let  them  ^BO 
that  love  thy  name  be  joyful  in  thee." 

TruBt  in  God,  implies,  reconciliation  with  God, 
through  the  blood  ot"  the  cross.  When  we  look  at 
ChriBt,  suspended  on  the  cross ;  as  the  propitiation 
for  our  sins ;  and  believe  that  he  is  God — then  we 
begin  to  trust  in  God,  and  not  imtil  then :  our  ideas 
of  God  are  then  changed ;  he  becomes  the  object  of 
our  regard ;  and  of  our  trust  and  confidence  :  this  ia 
the  restored  condition  of  man.  He  is  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  his  mind.  "  Let  all  those  that  put  their 
trust  in  thee  rejoice" — they  have  paesod  from  death 
unto  life,  because  they  love  God;  therefore  have  they 
cause  for  joy.  "  Let  them  shout  for  joy,  because 
God  defendeth  them."  He  keeps  them  as  the  apple 
of  his  eye ;  he  makes  all  their  Bed  in  their  sickness ; 
and  precious  in  his  sight  is  their  death.  "  Because 
they  have  set  their  love  upon  me,  therefore  will  I  de- 
liver them  :  I  will  set  them  on  high,  because  they 
have  known  my  name." 

"  For  thou,  Lord,  wilt  bless  the  righteous." 

None  are  righteous  before  God,  but  such  as  have 
laid  hold  on  his  righteousness :  and  they  are  bles- 
sed of  God,  being  perfect  in  his  sight :  blessed  in 
their  basket  and  store  :  blessed  in  life  and  in  death. 

"  With  favour  wilt  thou  compass  him  as  with  a 
shield." 

His  eyes  are  upon  them  for  good  :  he  directs  all 
their  ways :  angels,  by  hia  command,  have  them  in 
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constant  charge;  that  no  evil  may  happen  to  them, 
nor  plague  nor  peril  come  nigh  their  dwelling.  *'  As 
a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth 
them  that  fear  him :  he  watcheth  over  them  for 
good :  and  by  his  favoinr,  their  momitain  shall  stand 
strong.  The  Lord  God  is  a  smi  and  shield :  he 
will  give  grace  and  glory  :  no  good  thing  will 
he  withhold  jfrom  them  that  walk  uprightly." 


PSALM    VI. 

I 

•  • 

1.  0  Lord,  rebuke  me  uot  in  thiue  auger,  neither 
chasten  me  in  thy  hot  displeasure. 

2.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Lord ;  for  I  am  weak: 
O  Lord,  heal  me  ;  for  my  bones  are  vexed. 

3.  My  soul  is  also  sore  vexed :  but  thou,  0  Lord, 
how  long  ? 

4.  Return,  0  Lord,  dehver  my  soul :  oh  save  me 
for  thy  mercies'  sake  I 

5.  For  in  death  there  is  no  remembrance  of  thee : 
in  the  grave  who  shall  give  thee  thanks  if 

6.  I  am  weary  with  my  gi'oaiiing ;  all  tlie  night 
make  I  my  bed  to  swim ;  1  water  my  couch  with 
my  tears. 

7.  Mine  eye  is  consumed  because  of  grief;  it 
waxeth  old  because  of  all  mine  enemies. 

8.  Depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity ; 
for  the  Lord  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  weeping. 

9.  The  Lord  hath  heard  my  supphcation ;  the 
Lord  will  receive  my  prayer. 

10.  Let  all  mine  enemies  be  ashamed  and  sore 
vexed :  let  them  return  and  be  ashamed  suddenly. 

"  O   Lord,   rebuke    me   not  in   thine   anger : 

neither  chasten  me  in  thy  hot  displeasure." 
"  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Lord ;  for  I  am 

weak  ;  0  Lord,  heal  me,  for  my  bones  are 

vexed/' 
"  My  soul  also  is  sore  vexed;  but  thou,  0  Lord, 

how  long  VI 
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God  18  angry  with  the  wicked,  and  therefore 
with  Christ,  his  holy  one  ;  who  became  sm  for  ub, 
and  so  needed  mercy ;  he  was  weak  ;  he  was  ciTici- 
fied  tlironeh  weakness,  but  now  **  he  liveth  by  the 

Cower  of  God  ;"  liis  soul  was  sore  vexed :  "  for  he 
eheld  the  transgressors  and  was  grieved,  because 
they  kept  not  thy  word,"  **  but  thou,  0  Lord,  how 
long  ?"  When  will  this  end  ?  when  shall  I  come 
and  appear  before  God  i  Here  he  was  a  stranger, 
and  a  sojourner;  living  among  men  who  were 
far  from  God,  and  far  from  righteousness ;  of 
whom  he  said,  "  horror  hath  taken  hold  upon  me, 
because  of  the  ivicked  who  forsake  thy  law. '  Many 
have  sighed  and  cried,  for  the  al)ominations  that 
were  done,  but  to  his  pure  eyes,  the  sins  of  mankind 
were  a  thousandfold  intensified :   his  sorrow  was 

Sroportionably  greater :  he  longed  to  be  separated 
•om  sinners ;  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  workers  of 
iniquity;  saying,  "  O  faithless  and  perverse  genera^ 
tion,  how  long  shall  I  be  with  you,  how  long  shall 
I  suJOfer  vou  f 

"  Return,  0  Lord,  deliver  my  soul ;  O  save  me 
for  thy  mercies'  sake." 

These  words  probably  followed  the  cry,  which 
was  audible  upon  the  cross,  "  My  God,  ray  God, 
why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  I — return,  0  Lord,  de- 
liver my  soul ;  0  save  me,  for  thy  mercies'  sake." 

"For  in  death  there  is  no  remembrance  of 
thee :  in  the  grave  who  shall  give  thee 
thanks  t" 

The  dead  cannot  praise  thee,  neither  any  that  go 
down  into  silence.   Shall  thy  loving-kindness  be  oe- 
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clared  in  the  grave,  or  thy  faithftdness  in  destruc- 
tion 1  Shall  thy  wonders  be  known  in  the  dark, 
and  thy  righteousness  in  the  land  of  forgetfulnesB  t 
But  "  imto  thee  have  I  cried,  0  Lord ;  and  in  the 
morning  shall  my  prayer  prevent  thee."  Jesus  be- 
sought the  Father,  that  he  might  not  continue  under 
the  dominion  of  death ;  because  in  death  there  is  no 
remembrance  of  God:  in  the  grave  none  giveth 
thanks  unto  him. 

"  What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood,  when  I  go 
down  to  the  pit  ?  Shall  the  dust  praise  thee  I  shall  it 
declare  thy  toith  ?  Hear,  0  Lord,  and  have  mercy 
upon  me — Lord,  be  thou  my  helper."  The  Lord  was 
his  helper  :  he  raised  him  from  the  dead ;  and  set 
him  at  his  ovm  right  hand,  in  the  heavenly  places ;. 
then  he  rejoiced,  and  said,  "  Thou  hast  timied  for 
me  my  mourning  into  dancing,  thou  hast  put  off 
my  sackloth,  and  girded  me  with  gladness :'  to  the 
end  that  my  glory  may  sing  praise  unto  thee,  and 
not  be  silent.  0  Lord,  my  God,  I  will  give  thanks 
unto  thee  for  ever." 

"  I  am  weary  with  my  groaning ;  all  the  night 
make  I  my  bed  to  swim :  I  water  my 
couch  with  my  tears." 

"Mine  eye  is  consumed  because  of  grief;  it 
waxeth  old  because  of  all  mine*  enemies." 

How  these  words  could  be  applied  to  David,  or 
any  other,  save  the  holy  one  of  God,  appears  inex- 
plicable :  to  him  in  truth,  they  exclusively  apply : 
and  will  not  adapt  themselves  to  the  experience  of 
any  other.  He  was  the  (one)  man  of  sorrows,  and 
acquainted  with  grief ;  "  liis  visage  was  so  marred 
more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the 
sons  of  men,"  thus  it  was,  he  often  groaned  in  the 
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spirit,  and  was  troubled.  Our  hearts  being  harden- 
ed; we  can  see  no  necessity  for  such  deep  and  poig- 
nant sorrow ;  we  resemble  Hazael,  (afterwards) 
King  of  Syria ;  on  whom  the  prophet  looked,  and 
wept,  while  contemplating  his  future  career  of  crime, 
ana  cruelty  to  Israel ;  Hazael  could  not  understand 
the  meaning  of  those  tears,  and  said,  "  Why  weepeth 
my  Lord  ?"  even  so  Christ  wept  over  Jerusalem, 
when  contemplating  the  judgments  which  were 
coming  on  her ;  but  Jerusalem  could  shed  no  tears 
for  herself ;  so  also  we  are  unable  to  sympathize 
with  his  grief ;  a  grief  which  existed  before  he  be- 
came incarnate ;  as  appears  from  his  words  in  the 
prophecy  of  Jeremian.  "  0  that  my  head  were 
waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I 
might  weep  day  and  night,  for  the  slain  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people ;  Oh,  that  I  had  in  the  wilder- 
ness a  lodging  place  of  wayfaring  men,  that  I  might 
leave  my  people  and  go  from  them !  for  they  be  all 
adulterers,  an  assembly  of  treacherous  men." 

"Mine  eye  is  consumed  because  of  grief;  it 
waxeth  old  because  of  all  mine  enemies." 

When  Jesus  stood  among  the  Jews,  he  Was  a 
yoimg  man  only  30  to  32  years  of  age ;  yet  were 
his  featiu-es  so  marked  with  grief,  as  to  make  him 
look  much  older;  so  much  so  that  in  guessing  his  age, 
they  could  only  for  certain  say,  "  Ihou  art  not  yet 
fifly  years  old,  and  hast  thou  seen  Abraham  ?"  his 
Kfe  was  spent  with  grief,  and  his  years  with  sighing. 
Let  us  seek  to  know  him,  and  the  fellowship  of  his 
sufferings,  for  "  if  we  suffer  with  him,  we  shall  also 
reign  with  him;"  but  if  we  are  strangers  to  his  suffer- 
ings,  then  have  we  no  part  with  him. 
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"  Depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iiiiqxiity  ; 

for  the  Lord  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my 

weeping." 
"  The  Lord  hath  heard  my  supplication  ;  the 

Lord  will  receive  my  prayer." 

These  words  recall  to  mind,  the  words  of  that  irre- 
vocable sentence;  which  will,  one  day  be  pronomiced; 
not  vindictively,  but  in  the  same  spirit  as  when  here 
used ;  for  he  changeth  not,  "  he  is  the  same  yester- 
day, to-day,  and  for  ever ;"  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart :  when  he  does  come  to  judgment,  it  will  be 
to  save  all  the  meek  of  the  earth  :  as  it  is  written, 
•*'  Gud  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  0  most  mighty, 
and  in  thy  majesty  nde  prosperously,  for  meekness, 
and  truth,  and  righteousness."  "  The  Lord  hath 
heard  my  suppUcatione."  The  ^ar  of  God  was 
ever  open  to  tne  prayer  of  his  beloved  Son :  as  he 
testifies  "  I  knew  that  thou  hearest  me  always." 

"  Let  all  mine  enemies  be  ashamed  and  sore 
vexed :  let  them  return  and  be  ashamed 
suddenly." 

The  enemies  of  Christ  and  of  God  are  one  :  "he 
that  hateth  me,  hateth  my  Father  .also  ;"  and  again, 
"  Now  have  they  both  seen  and  hated  both  me  and 
my  Father  :"  they  shall  be  ashamed  and  sore 
vexed  : — they  shall  be  put  to  shame  and  everlast- 
ing contempt :  they  shall  cry  for  sorrow  of  heart, 
and  howl  for  vexation  of  spirit ;  when  they  shall 
49ee  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  with  all  the  righte- 
ous in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  they  themselves 
thrust  out.''  "  They  shall  be  ashamed  suddenly — 
for  when  they  shall  say  peace  and  safety,  then  sudden 
destruction  cometh  upon  them,  and  travail  as  upon 
;a  woman  with  child,  and  they  shall  not  escape." 


PSALM    V  I  L 

1.  O  Lord  my  God,  m  thee  do  I  put  my  trust : 
save  me  from  all  them  that  persecute  me,  and  de- 
liver me ; 

2.  Lest  he  tear  my  soul  like  a  lion,  rending  it  in 
pieces,  while  there  is  none  to  deliver. 

3.  0  Lord  my  God,  if  I  have  done  this ;  if  there 
be  iniquity  in  my  hands ; 

4.  If  1  have  rewarded  evil  unto  him  that  was  at 
peace  with  me ;  (yea,  I  have  delivered  him  that 
"without  cause  is  mine  enemy ;) 

5.  Let  the  enemy  persecute  my  soul,  and  take  it ; 
yea,  let  him  ti-ead  aown  my  life  upon  the  earth, 
and  lay  mine  honour  in  the  dust.     Selah. 

G.  Arise,  0  Lord,  in  thine  anger,  lift  up  thyself, 
because  of  the  rage  of  mine  enemies  ;  and  awake 
for  me  to  the  judgment  that  thou  hast  commanded. 

7.  So  shall  the  congiegation  of  the  people  com- 
pass thee  about :  for  their  sakes  therefore  return 
thou  on  high. 

8.  The  Lord  shall  judge  the  people :  judge  me, 
O  Lord,  according  to  my  righteousness,  and  accord- 
ing to  mine  i  \tegrity  that  is  in  me. 

9.  0  let  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  come  to 
an  end ;  but  establish  the  just :  for  the  righteous 
God  tiieth  the  hearts  and  rems. 

10.  My  defence  is  of  God,  which  saveth  the  up^ 
right  in  neart. 

11.  God  judgeth  the  righteous,  and  God  is  angry 
with  the  wicked  every  day. 
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12.  If  he  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his  sword;  he 
hath  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  ready. 

13.  He  hath  also  prepared  for  mm  the  instru- 
ments of  death ;  he  ordaineth  his  arrows  against  the 
persecutors. 

14.  Behold,  he  travaileth  with  iniquity,  and  hath 
conceived  mischief,  and  brought  forth  falsehood. 

15.  He  made  a  pit^  and  digged  it,  and  is  fallen 
into  the  ditch  which  he  made. 

16.  His  mischief  shall  return  upon  his  own  head, 
and  his  violent  dealing  shall  come  down  upon  his 
own  pate. 

17.  I  will  praise  the  Lord  according  to  his  righte- 
ousness ;  and  will  sing  praise  to  the  name  of  the 
Lord  most  high. 

"  0  Lord  my  God." 

The  expression  "My  God,"  is  often  used  by 
Christ  in  the  Psalms — thus  in  the  22nd  Psalm,  "My 
God,  nay  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me ;"  and 
in  the  63rd  Psalm  "  0  God  thou  art  my  God."  To 
Mary  Magdalen  he  said,  "  Go  tell  my  brethren  that  I 
ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  unto  your  Father;  to  my 
God  and  your  God."  Christ  is  become  the  first  bom 
among  many  brethren :  and  God  is  become  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"  In  thee  do  I  put  my  trust." 

Here  is  an  example  of  his  trust  and  dependence 
on  God.  "  Thinkest  thou  not  that  I  camiot  now 
pray  to  my  Father,  and  he  shall  presently  give  me 
more  than  twelve  legions  of  Angels — but  how  then 
shall  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled,  that  thus  it  might 
be." 
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**  Save  me  from  all  them  that  persecute  me, 

and  deliver  me/' 
'^  Lest  he  tear  my  soul  like  a  lion,  rending  it  in 

pieces,  while  there  is  none  to  deliver." 


In  the  22nd  Psahn,  he  also  prays  saying,  "Deliver 
my  soul  from  the  sword :  my  darling  from  the 
power  of  the  dog.  Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth : 
for  thou  hast  heard  me  from  the  horns  of  the  uni- 
corns." And  again,  in  the  74th  Psalm,  "  0  deliver 
not  the  Bovl  of  thy  turtle  dove  imto  the  multitude 
of  the  wicked."  How  did  God  answer  his  prayer, 
seeing  he  did  suffer  him  to  be  betrayed  into  the 
hands  of  sinful  men,  thus  rending  him  in  pieces, 
while  there  was  (apparently)  none  to  deliver  ?  By 
immediately  raising  him  up  again,  and  placing  him 
fitf  above  tiie  reach  of  all  his  enemies  :  "  for  now 
shall  mine  head  be  lifted  up,  above  mine  enemiep, 
round  about  me  :  therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  taber- 
nacle, sacrifices  of  joy  ;  I  will  sing,  yea,  I  will  sing 
praises  unto  the  Lord."  (27th  Psalm). 

"  O  Lord  my  God,  if  I  have  done  this ;  if  there 
be  iniquity  in  my  hands ;" 

"  K I  have  rewarded  evil  unto  him  that  was  at 
peace  with  me?  (yea,  I  have  delivered 
nim  that  without  cause,  is  mine  enemy  :)" 

"  Let  the  enemy  persecute  my  soul,  and  take 
it ;  yea,  let  him  tread  down  my  life  upon 
the  earth,  and  lay  mine  honour  in  the 
dust." 

It  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Proverbs,   "  Devise 
not  evil  against  thy  neighbour,  seeing  he  dwelleth 
securely  by  thee.     Strive  not  with  a  man  without  • 
cause,  if  he  have  done  thee  no  harm."  The  man  who 
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doeth  this,  is  worthy  of  death ;  "  that  his  Kfe  should 
be  trodden  down  upon  the  earth,  and  his  honour 
laid  in  the  dust."  "  If  I  have  done  this,"  said  the 
Son  of  God,  "  let  there  be  no  exception  in  my  fa- 
vour, but  let  me  die  the  death  of  the  wicked — ^but 
I  have  not  done  this ;  Lord,  thou  knowest ;  for  I 
have  delivered  him  that  without  cause,  is  mine  en- 
emv.  I  healed  their  sick — gave  eyes  to  their  blind ; 
and  raised  up  those  that  were  bowed  down;  for 
my  love  they  were  mine  enemies ;  but  I  gave  my- 
self unto  prayer." 

"  Arise,  0  Lord,  in  thine  anger,  lift  up  thvself 
because  of  the  rage  of  mine  enemies. 

It  is  the  determinate  purpose  of  God,  to  destroy 
all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  ;  they  are  the  enemies  of 
God,  and  of  Christ.  Now,  the  enmity  of  men's 
hearts  to  God,  is  in  a  measure  concealed ;  "  they  flat- 
ter him  "with  their  mouth,  and  lie  unto  him  with 
their  tongue  ;"  soon,  this  will  be  laid  aside ;  and  men 
will  openly  revole  God,  and  blaspheme  his  name ; 
then  will  the  Lord  "  arise  in  his  anger,  and  lift  up 
himself  because  of  the  rage  of  his  enemies ;"  "  he 
that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh ;  the  Lord 
shall  have  them  in  derision  ;  then  shall  he  speak  un- 
to them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  dis- 
pleasure." 

"  Awake  for  me  to  the  judgment,  which  thou 
hast  commanded." 

God  hath  appointed  a  day,  in  which  he  will  judge 
the  world  in  nghteousness,  by  that  man  whom  he 
hath  ordained;  whereof  he  hath  given  assurance 
unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him  irom  the 
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<[ead.  This  man  is  the  Lord  Jesus ;  who  here  speak- 
eth  in  prayer  to  his  Father,  "  Awake  me — raise  mo 
from  the  dead ;  and  set  me  on  thy  right  hand,  until 
the  time  of  the  judgment  come,  which  thou  hast 
commanded;  then  ''thou  wilt  arise,  and  thine  enemies 
shaU  be  scattered,  and  they  that  hate  thee,  shall  flee 
before  thee." 

"  So  shall  the  congregation  of  the  people  com- 
pass thee  about ;  for  their  sakes  therefore, 
return  thou  on  high." 

The  congregation  of  the  people,  is  the  general  as- 
sembly and  Church  of  the  firat  bom ;  the  spuits  of  just 
men  made  perfect — consisting  of  Apostles,  prophets, 
the  noble  army  of  martyrs,  and  all  the  saints  of  God, 
small  and  great,  out  of  every  nation  and  kindred,  and 
people,  and  tongue — ^these  glorious  spirits  compass 
nim  about ;  he  is,  and  ever  will  be  the  centre  of  at- 
traction ;  their  crown  of  glory,  and  their  diadem  of 
beauty ;  he  is  their  head :  in  his  absence,  while  on 
earth,  there  wasa  great  want  felt:  fortheirsakes  there- 
fore did  he  retimi  on  high :  when  he  ascended  on 
high,  having  led  captivity  captive,  he  only  ascend- 
ed up  to  where  he  was  before ;"  and  did  so  ascend 
for  their  sakes,  who  now  and  ever  will  compass  him 
about  with  unceasing  hallelujahs. 

"  The  Lord  shall  judge  the  people." 

He  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness ;  and  mi- 
nister judgment  to  the  people  in  uprightness ;  he 
will  be  the  Governor  among  the  nations ;  as  it  is 
written,  thou  shalt  judge  the  people  righteously,  and 
govern  the  nations  upon  earth. 
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"  Judge  me,  0  Lord,  according  to  my  right- 
eousnesB,  and  according  to  mine  integrity 
that  is  in  me." 

He  that  would  sit  in  the  seat  of  judmient,  must 
himself  be  irreproachable ;  how  well  then  it  doth 
become  him,  to  occupy  the  throne  of  judgment, 
who,  himself  did  no  sm,  neither  was  guile  found  in 
his  mouth,  *^  a  divine  sentence  is  in  his  lips,  and  his 
mouth  transgresseth  not  in  judgment,"  with  him 
it  is  an  abomination  to  commit  wickedness;  his 
throne  is  established  by  righteousness.  In  the  days 
of  his  flesh,  he  appealed  to  the  searcher  of  hearts, 
saying,  "  Search  me,  0  God,  and  try  my  heart," 
and  in  this  place,  "  Judge  me,  0  Lord,  according 
to  my  righteousness,  and  according  to  mine  integ- 
rity that  is  in  me,"  for  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the 
Lord,  and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my 
God :  for  all  his  judgments  were  before  me,  and  I 
did  not  put  away  his  statutes  from  me :  I  was  also 
upright  before  him,  and  I  kept  myself  from  iniquity. 
— Thus  he  was  eminently  qualified  to  be  judge  and 
Lord  of  alL 

"  Oh  let  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  come  to 
an  end  ;  but  establish  the  just ;  for  the 
righteous  God  trieth  the  hearts  and  the 
rems." 

"  Yet  a  little  while  and  the  wicked  shall  not  be ; 
yea,  thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his  place,  and  it 
shall  not  be,  but  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth, 
and  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abundance  of 
peace."  The  wickedness  of  the  wicked  shall  come 
to  an  end,  bv  the  destruction  of  the  wicked  from  the 
earth ;  all  wno  sigh  and  cry  for  the  abominations 
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that  are  done  in  the  earth,  do  in  effect  say,  ^*  Oh  let 
the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  come  to  an  end." 
Christ  beheld  the  transgressors,  and  was  grieved 
because  they  kept  not  God's  word,  "  Rivers  of  wa- 
ters run  down  niine  eyes,  because  men  keep  not 
thy  law,"  hence  the  fervent  desire,  "oh  let  the  wick- 
edness of  the  wicked  come  to  an  end.''  Oh  hasten 
the  day  when  iniquity  shall  be  sought  for,  but  shall 
not  be  found;  when  the  whole  earth  shall  be  filled 
with  thy  glory ;  then  the  just  shall  be  established ;  for 
"the  righteous  God  loveth  righteousness,  his  counte- 
nance aoth  behold  the  upright." 


My  defence  is  of  God,  who  saveth  the  up- 
right in  heart." 


"The  Lord  is  my  light  and  salvation — whom 
shall  I  fear  t"  "  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my 
life — of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ?"  When  the  wicked, 
even  mine  enemies  and  my  foes  came  upon  me,  to 
eat  up  my  flesh,  they  stumbled  and  fell,  (which 
Kterally  took  place,  on  that  night,  when  they  came 
with  weapons  and  torches,  to  apprehend  him.) 
"  Though  an  host  should  encamp  against  mo,  my 
heart  meJl  not  fear."  "  God  is  my  defence,  who 
saveth  the  upright  in  heart." 


« 


God  judgeth  the  righteous." 


The  righteous  God  loveth  righteousness:  his  coun- 
tenance  doth  behold  the  upright :  he  sitteth  as  a  re- 
finer and  pmifier  of  silver :  he  cleanseth  them  from  all 
filthiness  of  the  flesh  and  roirit,  that  they  may  per- 
fect holiness  in  the  fear  of  God.  His  eyes  are  upon 
them  for  good ;  and  having  begun  a  good  work  in 
them,  he  will  carry  it  on ;  until  he  present  them  ^vith- 
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out  spot,  unrebukable  before  his  throne.  He  judgelb 
them,  and  ^vill  not  condemn  them,  when  tney  are 
judged  of  men :  for  he  will  maintain  the  cause  of 
the  afficted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor."    And 

*•  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day.'*^ 

God  is  not  an  indifferent  spectator  of  men's  actionsr 
his  eyes  behold,  and  his  eyelids  try  the  children  of 
men  ;  he  looks  with  displeasure  on  every  false  and 
wicked  way :  he  hearkens  and  hears  when  men 
speak  not  aright ;  he  is  angry,  he  abhors  their 
ways  and  their  doings,  which  are  not  good.  "  His 
language  is,  "  0  do  not  that  abominable  thing  which 
I  hate  ;  all  who  persist,  in  doing  what  he  hates,  are 
included  in  that  hati'ed — "  Thou  hatest  all  the 
workers  of  iniquity."  Yet  they  say.  How  doth  God 
know  ?  and  "  Is  there  knowledge  in  the  Most 
High  f  They  consider  him  to  be  altogether  such 
an  one  as  themselves ;  but  God  will  reprove  them, 
and  will  set  their  sins  in  order  before  their  eyes.. 
"  Consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  lest  he  tear  you 
in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver." 

"  If  he  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his  sword ;  he 
hath  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  ready." 

"  He  hath  prepared  for  him  the  instrmnents  of 
death ;  he  ordaincth  his  arrows  against 
the  persecutors." 

If  he  tuni  not !  all  depends  on  this ;  he  waiteth 
to  be  gracious — ^his  language  is,  **  Incline  your  ear, 
and  turn  mito  me,  hear  and  yom:  soul  shall  hve, 
and  I  will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you, 
even  the  s\ire  mercies  of  David," — and  again  : 
"  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why  will  ye  die."     "  As  I 
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live,  saith  the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death 
of  him  that  dieth,  but  rather  that  he  would  turn 
from  his  wickedness  and  Kve."  But  there  is  an 
accepted  time ;  a  Kmited  time,  beyond  which,  his 
mercv  and  forbearance  will  not  extend.  When 
this  limit  is  past ;  then  it  will  be  with  all,  as  it  was 
with  Belshazzar,  "  Thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances 
and  art  found  wanting."  Behold  the  severity  of 
God  to  the  Antediluvians — ^he  threatened  to  destroy 
them  with  a  flood — ^he  gave  them  space  to  repent, 
while  the  ark  was  preparing,  but  they  repented 
not ;  so  the  flood  came  and  took  them  all  away. 
God  is  alike  faithful  to  his  threatenings,  as  to  lus 

Eromises.  \Miile  men  continue  alienated  from  God, 
e  is  angry  with  them,  and  is  their  adversary; 
therefore,  "  Agree  with  thine  adversary  quickly, 
whiles  thou  art  in  the  way  with  him,  lest  at  any 
time  the  adversary  deUver  thee  to  the  judge,  and 
the  judge  deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and  thou  be 
cast  into  prison ;  even  the  bottomless  pit ;  into  which 
all  souls,  who  die  unreconciled  to  God,  are  cast ; 
where  hght  never  enters ;  where  hope  is  clean  gone; 
and  where  God  has  forgotten  to  be  gracious." — 
where  there  is  ?io  remission;  and  where  all  the 
benefits  of  redemption  cease  for  ever.  If  he 
turn  not  1  God  will  whet  his  sword :  he  will  bend 
his  bow,  and  make  it  ready ;  and  when  he  bends 
his  bow,  his  arrows  never  miss  the  mark,  but  go 
straight  to  the  hearts  of  all  such  as  he  counts  his 
enemies.  God  shall  shoot  at  them  with  an  arrow, 
suddenly  shall  they  be  wounded  :  now,  his  arrows 
are  sent  at  individuals ;  whom  he  marks  out  for  de- 
struction ;  but  a  day  is  approaching,  when  they  will 
be  shot,  at  thousands  and  millions :  "  he  will  send 
forth  his  arrows,  and  scatter  them :  he  will  shoot 
forth  his  hghtnings,  and  discomfit  them :  now,  un- 
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seen  himself,  his  arrows  go  abroad,  and  strike  dowxr 
the  objects  of  his  vengeance :  but  in  that  day,  he 
will  be  revealed,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance 
on  them  that  know  him  not :  his  sword  will  be 
bathed  in  heaven,  and  will  come  down  upon  the 
people  of  his  curse  to  judgment.  His  controversy 
will  be  with  the  whole  earth :  "  he  will  ease  him  of 
his  adversaries,  and  avenge  him  of  his  enemies :" 
^'  they  shall  be  chased  as  the  chaff  before  the  wind, 
and  as  a  rolling  thing  before  the  whirlwind." 

"  Behold,  he  conceiveth  mischief,  and  travaileth 
with  iniquity,  and  hath  brought  forth  false^ 
hood." 

Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts :  there, 
mischief  begins ;  for  lust  when  it  hath  conceived, 
bringeth  forth  sin  :  the  tempter  suggests,  the  sug- 
gestion is  listened  to,  the  evil  purpose  is  matured, 
and  when  opportunity  serves,  the  crime  is  com- 
mitted. All  evil  deeds  originate  in  evil  thoughts : 
these  matured  break  out  into  action.  Thus,  every 
crime  is  first  conceived,  then  deliberately  formed, 
then  executed.  It  is  not  as  one  overtaken  in  a 
fault ;  there  is  a  process  of  thought  growing,  imtil 
ripened  for  action,  terminating  m  death;  for  sin 
wnen  it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death.  Thus  do 
men  "  conceive  mischief,  travail  with  iniquity,  and 
bring  forth  falsehood." 


« 


He  made  a  pit,  and  digged  it." 


**  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on 
him,  and  the  Romans  will  come,  and  take  away  our 
place  and  nation  :"  "  therefore  they  took  counsel  to 
put  him  to  death."  This  was  the  pit  which  they 
"  made  and  digged." 
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"  And  is  fallen  into  the  ditch  which  he  made." 

They  condemned  the  innocent  blood,  to  avert 
the  ruin  of  their  couatry ;  but  their  great  crime  in 
doing  BO,  was  the  cause  of  their  ruin  ;  for  the 
Romans  came,  and  took  away,  both  their  place 
and  nation.  God  has  so  appointed,  that  every 
wrong  done  to  others,  should  meet  its  due  re- 
ward ;  very  frequently  in  this  life  ;  but  always  in 
the  life  to  come ;  where  God  shall  bring  every  work 
into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it 
be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evS. 

"  I  win  praise  the  Lord  according  to  his  right- 
eousness :  and  will  sing  praise  to  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Most  High." 

Even  Pharaoh,  was  compelled  to  admit,  that  the 
judgments  sent  on  him  were  just ;  saying,  "  The 
Lord  is  righteous,  and  I  and  my  people  are  wicked.*' 
He  is  indeed  "  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy 
in  aU  his  works :'  his  praise  is  in  the  mouths  of  all 
his  saints :  where  he  is  most  known,  he  is  most 
praised :  by  the  Son,  he  is  known  far  better,  than  by 
angels  or  men:  from  him,  therefore,  he  receiver 
praise  in  the  highest :  for  the  Son  delighteth  in  the 
Father,  and  will  praise  his  name  for  evermore. 


PSALM    VIII. 

1.  0  Lord  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name 
in  all  the  earth  !  who  hcusrt;  set  thy  glory  above  the 
heavens. 

2.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  hast 
thou  ordained  strength  because  of  thine  enemies, 
that  thou  mightest  still  the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 

3.  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy 
fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  hast 
oroained ; 

4.  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindM  of  him  t 
and  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him  ? 

5.  For  thou  hast  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels,  and  hast  crowned  him  with  glory  and  hon- 
our. 

6.  Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion  over  the 
works  of  thy  hands ;  thou  hast  put  all  things  imder 
his  feet : 

7.  All  sheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beasts  of  the 
field ; 

8.  The  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea, 
and  whatsoever  passeth  through  the  paths  of  the 
seas. 

9.  0  Lord  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name 
in  all  the  earth  I 

"  0  Lord  our  Lord.'* 

The  living  God,  he  is  Lord  of  all ;  he  ruleth  in 
the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth :  as  the  head  or  Lord  of  every  man  is 
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Christ ;  so  the  head  or  Lord  of  Christ  is  God.     Him 
therefore,  doth  Christ  here  acknowledge,  for  himself 
and  for  his  brethren,  saying,  "  0  Lord  our  Lord." 

"  How  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth.*' 

The  works  of  God  declare  the  name  of  God,  and 
the  excellence  of  that  name  ;  for  the  earth  is  full  of 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord :  thus,  "  he  sendeth  the 
springs  into  the  valleys,  which  run  among  the  hiUs ; 
they  give  drink  to  every  beast  of  the  field  ;  the 
wild  asses  quench  their  thirst :  by  them  the  fowls 
of  the  heaven  have  their  habitation,  which  sing 
among  the  branches ;  he  watereth  the  hills  from  his 
chambers,  the  earth  is  satisfied  with  the  fruit  of 
his  works ;  he  causeth  the  grass  to  grow  for  the 
cattle,  and  herb  for  the  service  of  man  ;  he  bringeth 
forth  food  out  of  the  earth.  0  Lord,  how  manifold 
are  thy  works  I  in  wisdom  thou  hast  made  them  all ; 
the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches,  "  how  excellent  is  thy 
name  in  all  the  earth  ;''  for  **  that  thy  name  is  near 
thy  wonderful  works  declare." 

'•  "Who  hast  set  thy  glory  above  the  heavens."" 

Jehovah's  name  is  his  glory ;  it  is  the  paradise  of 
an^ls,  and  of  the  redeemed  among  men  ;  there  is 
Dotning  higher  in  which  to  glory,  than  the  name  of 
God  :  his  great  name,  which  is  imchangeable,  from 
everlasting  to  everlasting,  this  his  glory,  he  has  set 
above  the  heavens;  as  hereafter  he  shall  set  it  above 
the  earth ;  for  "  Ai3  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  all  the 
earth  shall  be  filled  with  mv  glory;"  but  neither  the 
earth  nor  the  heavens  shaU  be  able  to  contain  all 
his  glory ;  "  for  his  glory  is  above  the  earth,  and 
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heaven ;  reaching  unto  his  own  divine  infinitude ;  i 
height,  to  which  there  is  no  summit,  a  depth  withou 
a  bottom,  a  breadth  without  a  boundary,  a  lengtl 
without  an  end. 

"  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  has 
thou  ordained  strength,  because  of  thin 
enemies,  that  thou  mightest  still  the  enem; 
and  (be)  the  avenger." 

It  was  to  this  scripture  that  our  Lord  aDuded 
when  the  chief  priests — ^much  grieved,  to  hear  th* 
children  in  the  temple,  crying  out,  "  Hosanna  to  th( 
Son  of  David,"  said  imto  him,  Hearest  thou  wha 
these  say?  he  answered  and  said,  Yea;  have  y 
never  read,  "  out  of  the  mouths,  of  babes  and  suck 
lings  thou  hast  perfected  praise  f  *  Many  little  child 
ren  believed  on  Jesus ;  and  he  took  them  up  in  hi 
arms  and  blessed  them,  and  said  unto  his  disciplei 
"  whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  a 
a  little  child,  shall  in  no  wise  enter  therein,  and  whoso 
ever  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  who  believe  ii 
me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  millstone  were  hang 
ed  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned  in  th 
depth  of  the  sea."  "  Verily,  I  say  imto  you,  that  thei 
angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  my  Father  wh 
is  in  heaven :"  all  who  do  enter  the  kingdom  of  God  be 
come  as  Uttle  children,  "  as  new  bom  babes,  desirin| 
the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may  groT 
thereby;"  then  they  will  be  numbered  among  mo8( 
of  whom  Jesus  rejoiced  in  spirit,  saying,  "1  than] 
thee,  0  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  tha 
thou  hast  hid  those  things,  from  the  wise  and  pru 
dent,  and  revealed  them  imto  babes."  Li  meek 
ness,  and  gentleness,  and  childlike  docility,  he  wa 
our  example ;  "  his  heart  was  not  haughty ;  nor  hi 
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eyes  lofty,  neither  did  he  exercise  himself  in  great 
matters,  or  in  things  too  high  for  him.  "  Surely  I 
have  behaved  and  quieted  myself,  as  a  child  that  is 
weaned  of  his  mother ;  my  soul  is  even  as  a  wean- 
ed child."  These  are  the  babes  and  sucklings,  out 
of  whom,  (and  by  whom)  God  will  ordain  strength ; 
for  "  when  we  are  weak,  then  are  we  strong."  God 
will  not  put  forth  his  strength  in  us,  while  any  sup- 
posed strength  exists  in  ourselves  ^  his  strength  is 
made  perfect  in  weakness ;  the  truly  humbled  man 
is  the  man  with  whom  he  dwells ;  in  whom  he  will 
be  glorified ;  by  whom  he  will  still  the  enemy ;  and 
put  to  silence  iJie  ignorance  of  foolish  men. 

**  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of 

thy  fingers,  the  moon,  and  the  stars,  which 

thou  hast  ordained :" 
"  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  t 

and    the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visitest 

himr 

The  heavens,  even  the  heaven  of  heavens,  are 
the  Lord's,  and  all  their  host  he  doth  command. 
He  alone  spreadeth  out  the  heavens,  and  treadeth 
upon  the  waves  of  the  sea.  He  maketh  Arcturus, 
(hion,  and  Pleiades,  and  the  chambers  of  the  south, 
doing  great  things  past  finding  out,  and  wonders 
without  number.  He  nath  commanded  the  morning, 
and  hath  caused  the  day  spring  to  know  its  place. 
He  bindeth  the  sweet  influences  of  Pleiades,  and 
looseth  the  bands  of  Orion.  He  bringeth  forth 
Mazzaroth  in  his  season,  and  doth  guide  Arcturus 
with  his  sons.  He  hath  appointed  the  ordinances 
of  heaven,  and  hath  set  the  dt>Bninion  thereof  in  the 
earth  :  at  his  pleasure  the  heavens  twK^  clothed  with 
blackness,  and  sackloth  becomes  their  i>oT7ering: 
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he  bringeth  out  their  host  by  number,  he  calleth 
them  all  by  names ;  by  the  greatness  of  his  might ; 
for  that  he  is  strong  in  power,  not  one  faileth :  every 
star  hath  an  exceDence  peculiar  to  itself ;  for  one  stwr 
differeth  from  another  star  in  glory.  Jehovah  pre- 
sides over  all ;  he  stretcheth  out  the  heavens  as  a 
curtain,  and  spreadeth  them  as  a  tent  to  dwell  in. 
He  meteth  out  the  heavens  with  a  span :  when  he 
calleth  to  them,  they  stand  up  together ;  for  all  are 
his  servants :  he  ruleth  in  the  armies  of  heaven;  and 
before   his  throne,    dominions,    principalities,   and 

Eowers,  in  heavenly  places,  even  all  the  hosts  of 
eaven,  veil  their  faces  wHIth  their  wings :  bow  down 
and  worship,  saying,  "  Holy,  HoljiJ':^  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty, who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come."  As  for 
the  earth,  he  hangeth  it  upon  nothing ;  he  sitteth 
on  the  circle  thereof,  and  all  the  inhabitahts  are  as 
grasshoppers.  Behold  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of 
a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the  small  dust  in  the 
balance :  behold  he  taketh  up  the  isles  as  a  very 
Uttle  thing.  All  nations  are  before  him  as  nothing, 
and  they  are  counted  to  him  less  than  nothing  and 
vanity.  How  great  then  is  his  condescension  to 
our  race ! 

"  Thou  makest  him  a  little  while  inferior  to  the 
angels,  thou  crownest  him  with  glory  and 
honour." 

Only  for  a  little  while  are  we  inferior  to  angels ; 
even  while  we  bear  the  image  of  the  earthly ;  so 
soon  as  we  receive  the  image  of  the  heavenly,  and 
are  the  chilchen  of  the  resurrection,  we  shall  be 
equal  unto  the  angoh;  like  them,  great  in  power  and 
in  might; "  w^o  he  maketh  his  angels  spirits,  his  mini- 
gters  A  jflaraing  fire."    But  now  we  occupy  a  lower 
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pofidtion,  for  they  excel  in  strength,  and  are  radiant 
with  glory;  emanating  from  Him  in  whose  presence 
they  aweU :  they  are  pure  and  exalted  intelligences, 
ever  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  commandments, 
and  ready,  with  wings  of  lightning,  to  obey  his 
high  behests.  It  is  said,  that  "Angels'  visits  are 
few,  and  far  between" — nothing  can  be  farther  from 
the  truth,  for,  "  are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits, 
sent  forth  to  minister  for  them  who  snail  be 
heirs  of  salvation." — ^they  rarely  make  their  presence 
known,  but  when  they  do,  their  sympathies  appear 
to  be  with  us :  as  it  is  written,  that "  suddenly  there 
was  with  the  angel  (who  spoke  to  the  shepherds)  a 
multitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  praising  God,  and 
saying,  •*  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  and  goodwill  toward  men.  The  angels  exist- 
ed long  before  men ;  they  were  present  when  God 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  then  shouted 
for  joy :  their  nmnber  is  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands :  they  could 
not  be  where  they  are,  if  they  did  not  partake  of 
the  divine  hatred  to  sin,  ana  "  there  is  joy  in  the 
presence  of  the  angels  of  God,  over  one  siimer  that 
repenteth  f  and  all  who  do  thus  return  to  God,  they 
are   commissioned  to  watch   over :  "  for  he   shall 

five  his  angels  charge  concerning  thee,  and  in  their 
ands  they  shall  bear  thee  up,  lest  at  any  time  thou 
dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone  :"  at  death,  they  are 
in  waiting,  to  conduct  the  departed  spirit,  to  the 
mansions  of  glory.  They  always  behold  the  face 
of  our  Father,  wno  is  in  heaven  :  the  beams  of  his 
glorious  countenance,  ever  rest  on  them  with  com- 
placency. Such  are  the  angels,  and  such  will  be 
all,  who  are  counted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world, 
and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead. 


j64  creation  biade  subject  to  man. 

"  Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion  over  the 

works  of  thy  hands:  thou  hast  put  all 

things  imder  his  feet." 
^^  All  sheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beasts  of 

the  field : 
"  The  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea, 

and  whatsoever  passeth  through  the  paths 

of  the  sea." 

It  appears  from  the  apostles'  comment  on  this 
Psalm,  tnat  in  the  ages  to  come,  man  will  be  supe- 
rior, in  state  and  glory,  to  the  angels,  inasmuch  as 
Christ  now  occupies  a  nigher  sphere  and  name  than 
they,  for  "  to  which  of  the  angels  said  he  at  any 
time.  Sit  on  my  right  hand  until  I  make  thine  en- 
emies thy  footstool."  The  right  hand  of  the  throne 
is  the  place  of  highest  honour  :  next  to  the  actual 
occupancy  of  the  throne ;  Christ  could  not  promise 
this  honoiu-  to  two  of  his  most  distinguished  apostles, 
but  declared  it  to  be  reserved  for  those  for  "  whom 
it  is  appointed  of  my  Father,"  this  dignity  no  an^el 
could  lay  claim  to;  the  Son  ^because  he  is  tne 
Son  of  man ;  for  as  God,  he  coula  not  be  raised  from 
one  elevation  to  another)  alone  occupies  this  place, 
and  hence  his  proclaimed  superiority  to  angels. 
For  a  little  while  (during  the  world  that  now  is) 
man  holdeth  a  subordinate  place  to  angels ;  but  in 
the  eternal  age,  the  angels  will  hold  a  subordinate 
place  to  man ;  "  For  unto  the  angels  hath  he  not 
put  in  subjection  the  world  to  come,  whereof  we 
speak ;  but  one  ia  a  certain  place  testified,  saying. 
What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or  the 
fion  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him ;  thou  madest  him 
a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  thou  crownedst  him 
with  glory  and  honom-,  and  dost  set  him  over  the 
works  of  thy  hands,  thou  hast  put  all  things  in  sub- 
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jection  under  his  feet.  For  in  that  he  put  all  in 
subjection  under  him,  he  left  nothing  that  is  not 
put  under  him.  But  now  we  see  not  yet  all  things 
put  under  him.  But  wo  see  Jesus,  (who  being  made 
a  little  while  inferior  to  the  angels,  in  order  to  the 
suffering  of  death,  that  he  might  by  the  grace  of 
God  taste  death  for  every  man)  crowned  with  glory 
and  honour."  Thus  far  we  see  of  the  promise  ac- 
complished; viz  —  Man  in  the  person  of  Christ, 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour ;  but  we  see  not 
yet,  all  things  put  under  him  ;  for  this  he  waiteth; 
^  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  en- 
emies thy  footstool ;"  a  time  being  fixed  in  the  pur- 
pose of  him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  coun- 
sel of  his  own  will ;  first,  to  make  his  enemies  his 
footstool ;  then  to  set  his  King  upon  his  holy  hill 
of  Zion ;  and  eventuallv  to  put  aU  things  under  his 
feet.  But  when  he  saith,  all  things  are  put  imder 
him,  it  is  manifest  that  he  is  excepted,  that  did  put 
all  things  under  him.  When  all  things  shall  be 
subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son  sHso  himself 
be  subject  unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  him, 
that  God  may  be  all  in  alL  Dominion  over  the 
brute  creation,  and  also  over  the  elements  will  be 
given  unto  him,  "  and  of  the  increase  of  his  kingdom 
and  dominion,  there  shatll  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne 
of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it  and  to 
establish  it,  with  judgment  and  justice  for  ever.** 

"  0  Lord,  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name 
in  all  the  earth." 

His  name  alone  is  excellent,  which  his  wondrous 
works  declare ;  all  nature  speaks  his  praise,  and  re- 
flects his  glory,  wherever  the  eye  can  rest,  above, 
below,  and  around. 
5 


PSALM    IX. 

1.  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  with  my  whole 
heart ;  I  will  shew  forth  all  thy  marvellous  works. 

2.  1  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee :  I  wiU  €dng 
praise  to  thy  name,  0  thou  Most  High. 

3.  When  mine  enemies  are  turned  back,  they 
shall  fall  and  perish  at  thy  presence. 

4.  For  thou  hast  maintained  my  right  and  my 
cause ;  thou  satest  in  the  throne  judging  right. 

5.  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  heatnen,  thou  hast  des- 
troyed the  wicked,  thou  hast  put  out  their  name 
for  ever  and  ever. 

6.  0  thou  enemy,  destructions  are  come  to  a  per- 
petual end ;  and  tihiou  hast  destroyed  cities ;  tneir 
memorial  is  perished  with  them. 

7.  But  the  Lord  ahall  endure  for  ever :  he  hath 
prepared  his  throne  for  judgment ; 

8.  And  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness, 
he  shall  minister  judgment  to  the  people  in  upright- 
ness. 

9.  The  Lord  also  will  be  a  refuge  for  the  oppres- 
sed, a  refuge  in  times  of  trouble. 

10.  And  they  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their 
trust  in  thee :  for  thou.  Lord,  hast  not  forsaken  them 
that  seek  thee. 

11.  Sinff  praises  to  the  Lord,  which  dwelleth  in 
Zion  :  declare  among  the  people  his  doings. 

12.  When  he  maketh  inquisition  for  blood,  he  re- 
membereth  them :  he  forgetteth  not  the  cry  of  the 
humble. 

13.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Lord ;  consider  my 
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trouble  which  I  suffer  of  them  that  hate  me,  thou 
that  liftest  me  up  from  the  gates  of  death ; 

14.  That  I  may  show  forth  aU  thy  praise  in  the 
gates  of  the  daughter  of  Zion :  1  will  rejoice  in  thy 
salvation. 

15.  The  heathen  are  sunk  down  in  the  pit  that 
they  made  :  in  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own 
foot  taken. 

16.  The  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which 
he  executeth :  the  wicked  is  snared  in  the  work  of 
hia  own  hands.     Higgaion.     Selah. 

17  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  a,ll 
the  nations  that  forget  God. 

18.  For  the  nee^  shall  not  alway  be  forgotten  : 
the  expectation  of  the  poor  shaU  not  perish  for  ever. 

19.  Arise,  0  Lord ;  let  not  man  prevail ;  let  the 
heathen  be  judged  in  thy  sight. 

20.  Put  them  in  fear,  0  Lord ;  that  the  nations 
may  know  themselves  to  be  but  men.     Selah. 

"  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  with  my  whole 
heait :  I  will  shew  forth  all  thy  marvellous 
works." 

"  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee ;  I  will  sing 
praise  to  thy  name,  0  thou  Most  High." 

Jesus  said  unto  the  Jews,  "  As  the  Father 
knoweth  me,  even  so  know  I  the  Father ;"  hence 
his  ardent  love  of  God  (for  knowledge  of  God  be- 
gets love)  ;  "  every  one  that  loveth,  is  bom  of  God 
and  knoweth  God ;  he  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not 
Ood,  for  God  is  love."  Jesus  knew  the  Father, 
and  beheld  in  him,  a  surpassing  excellence,  which 
called  forth  unceasing  praise  :  on  God  were  his  af- 
fections set,  as  it  is  written,  "  My  heart  is  fixed ;  0 
Lord  I  will  sing  and  give  praise  unto  (thee)  my 
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glory  ;"  and  again,  "  I  wiD  extol  thee,  my  God,  0 
king,  and  1  Avill  praise  thy  name,  for  ever  and  ever,** 
and  in  this  Psalm,  "  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  with 
my  whole  heart ;"  "  I  will  praise  the  name  of  God 
with  a  song,  and  will  magnify  him  with  thanks- 
giving." Jesus  shewed  forth  the  marvellous  works 
of  God,  by  doing  those  works  in  his  name;  the  most 
convincing  way  of  shewing  them  forth ;  thus  it  is 
Written,  "Many  good  works  have  I  shewn  you  from 
my  Father."  It  is  thus  that  the  people  of  God 
should  shew  forth  his  works ;  by  exhibiting  them 
before  the  eyes  of  men,  according  to  that  word,  "  he 
that  believeth  on  me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he 
do  also,  and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he  do, 
because  I  go  to  my  Father'' — ^it  is  because  of  our 
unbelief  we  cannot  thus  show  forth  the  works  of 
God;  for  if  we  had  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed, 
we  might  say  to  this  moimtain,  "  Be  thou  removed, 
and  be  thou  cast  into  the  sea,  and  it  should  be 
done" — "  I  will  be  glad  and  reioice  in  thee."  God 
has  made  Christ  exceeding  glad  with  hife  counte- 
nance, as  it  is  written,  "  The  King  shall  joy  in 
thy  strength,  0  Lord ;  and  in  thy  salvation  now 
greatly  shall  he  rejoice ;"  the  king  calls  all  his  breth- 
ren to  a  participation  in  his  joy — "  Be  glad  in  the 
Lord,  and  rejoice,  ye  righteous;  and  shout  for  joy, 
all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart." 

"  When  mine  enemies  are  turned  back,  they 
shall  fall  and  perish  at  thy  presence." 

There  is  here  a  direct  reference  to  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Armageddon,  "  that  great  day  of  (3od  Al- 
mighty," when  the  nations  will  be  assembled  on  the 
great  plain  of  Esdraelon,  to  fi^ht  against  the  Lord 
and  ms  Anointed.    ''They  mtenaed  evil  against 
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thee ;  they  imagined  a  mischievous  device,  which 
thev  were  not  able  to  perform  :  therefore  thou  shalt 
make  them  turn  their  back,  when  thou  shalt  make 
ready  thine  arrows  upon  thy  strings  against  the 
face  of  them ;"  when  they  are  turned  back,  they 
shall  fiaU  and  perish  at  thy  presence  :  at  the  presence 
of  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  "  for  a  fire  shall  go 
before  him,  and  bum  up  his  enemies  round  about.'' 

**  For  thou  hast  maintained  my  ri^t  and  my 
cause ;  thou  satest  in  the  throne  judging 
right." 

"  I  know  that  the  Lord  will  maintain  the  cause 
of  the  afflicted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor — ^he  will 
stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the  poor  to  save  him 
from  those  that  condemn  his  soul."  God  waa  with 
Christ,  and  maintained  his  right  and  his  caiise  in 
the  presence  of  all  his  enemies ;  he  had  no  earthly 
support,  but  God  was  his  defence  and  shield,  deliver- 
ing nim  from  death,  and  setting  him  at  his  own  right 
hand,  there  to  remain,  until  he  vindicates  his  right 
and  cause  by  making  his  enemies  his  footstooL 
"  Thou  satest  in  the  throne  ;"  when  Christ  comes 
to  reign,  he  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
occupies  the  throne  as  representing  him  who  is  in- 
visible ;  the  throne  is  the  seat  of  government ; 
Christ  will  rule  for  God  in  whose  name  he  governs, 
as  it  is  written,  "  AD  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,"  God  in  the  person  of  Christ 
will  sit  upon  the  throne  of  David,  judging  and 
seeking  judgment,  and  hasting  righteousness. 

"  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  heathen,  thou  hast 
destroyed  the  wicked,  thou  hast  put  out 
Hieir  name  for  ever  and  ever." 
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Then  shall  these  words  be  fulfilled,  which  are* 
written  in  the  36th  Psalm :  "  There  are  the  workers- 
of  iniquity  fallen — ^they  are  cast  down,  and  ehsJi 
not  be  able  to  arise."  "  In  that  day  God  will  re- 
buke the  heathen,  not  only  with  words  of  indignar- 
tion,  but  with  flames  of  fire  ;  he  will  send  forth  his- 
arrows  and  scatter  them;  he  will  shoot  forth  his 
lightning  and  discomfit  them.  He  will  destroy 
the  wicked.  By  fire,  and  by  his  sword,  will  the 
Lord  plead  with  all  flesh ;  and  the  slain  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  many.  Then  will  the  prayer  of  Christ  be 
answered,  "  Thou  therefore,  0  Lord  God  of  hosts, 
the  God  of  Israel,  awake  to  visit  all  the  heathen- 
Be  not  merciful  to  any  wicked  transgressors."  The 
day  of  grace  will  be  past ;  the  day  of  judgment 
come ;  a  day  cruel  both  with  wrath,  and  fierce 
anger,  to  lay  the  earth  desolate :  and  he  shall  de- 
stroy the  sinners  thereof  out  of  it.  "  He  will  put 
out  their  names  for  ever  and  ever."  The  riehteous 
shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance,  but  tne  me- 
mory of  the  wicked  shall  rot.  Now  their  inward 
thought  is,  that  their  houses  shall  continue  for  ever, 
and  their  dwelling  places  to  all  generations.  "  They 
call  their  lands  after  their  own  names :"  their  names 
shall  be  obliterated  for  ever :  "  for  thus  saith  the 
Lord,  (Jer.  xxiii.  30.)  Behold  I,  even  I  wiU  utterly 
forget  you,  and  forsake  you — I  will  bring  an  ever- 
lastmg  reproach  upon  you,  and  a  perpetual  shame, 
which  shall  not  be  forgotten." 

"  And  thou  hast  destroyed  their  cities ;  their 
memorial  is  perished  with  them.  0  thou 
enemy,  destructions  are  come  to  a  per- 
petual end." 

In  the  day  when  the  Lord  shall  descend  from 
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heaven,  to  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth,  and 
to  put  them  away  as  dross,  he  will  destroy  their 
cities  also,  as  it  is  written  :  "  and  the  cities  of  the  na- 
tions fell."  As  it  was  to  Jerusalem  in  the  day 
of  her  calamity — "there  was  not  one  stone  left 
upon  another,  that  was  not  thrown  down  ;"  so  shall 
it  be  with  all  the  cities  of  the  world,  in  the  day  of 
the  great  earthquake ;  such  as  was  not  since  men 
were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake,  and 
so  great."  0  thou  enemy  I  destruction  is  come 
upon  thee,  and  thou  art  come  to  a  perpetual  end, 
"No  more  shall  be  heard  in  thee  the  voice  of  joy, 
and  the  voice  of  mirth,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom 
and  the  voice  of  the  bride."  God  will  make  a  full 
end  of  all  the  nations,  among  whom  he  hath  scattered 
his  chosen  Israel 

"  But  the  Lord  diall  endure  for  ever  :  he  hath 
prepared  his  throne  for  judgment." 

"  And  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteous- 
ness, he  shall  minister  judgment  to  the 
people  in  uprightness." 

In  the  45th  Psalm,  David  epeaks  to  Christ  in 
vision,  saying,  "  Thy  throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and 
ever ;"  the  same  words  are  applied  to  Christ  in  the 
Ist  Hebrews,  as  referring  to  ms  futinre  and  eternal 
reign ;  for  in  the  following  chapter  he  says,  "Unto 
the  angels  hath  he  not  put  in  subjection  the  world 
to  come,  whereof  we  speak." — Thus  David  know- 
ing that  God  would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his 
throne,  spake  of  his  inunediate  resurrection ;  and 
here  addresses  him  as  God,  while  declaring  the 
perpetuity  of  his  kingdom ;  and  St.  Paul,  quoting 
from  David,  shows  it  to  be  "  in  the  world  to  come." 
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"  The  Lord  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever,  after  the 
heathen  are  perished  out  of  his  land."  He  now 
sitteth  on  the  ri^ht  hand  of  God — ^not  reigning,  but 
eapecdng  until  his  enemies  be  made  his  footstool ; 
Then  he  takes  to  him  his  great  power  and  reigns, 
and  his  reign  will  be  unending — ^he  hath  prepared 
his  throne  for  judgment,  for  "  the  King's  strength 
ioveth  judgment ;"  justice  and  judgment  will  be 
the  habitation  of  his  throne ;  his  sceptre  will  be  a 
righteous  sceptre. 

"  The  Lord  also  will  be  a  refuge  for  the  op- 
pressed, a  refuge  in  times  of  trouble." 

He  will  say  to  the  prisoners,  "  Go  forth :"  to  them 
that  are  in  darkness,  "  Shew  yourselves."  Thus 
will  he  hear  the  groaning  of  the  prisoner,  and  will 
loose  those  that  are  appointed  to  death  :  that  thev 
may  declare  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  Zion,  and  his 
praise  in  Jerusalem,  when  the  people  are  gathered 
together  and  the  kingdoms  to  serve  the  Lord." 

"  And  they  that  kno'^^r  thy  name,  will  put  their 
trust  in  thee." 

Names  are  expressive  of  character — ^thus  Ab- 
ram's  name  was  changed  to  Abraham,  because  God 
had  made  him  become  a  father  of  many  nations,  and 
Jacob's  name  was  changed  to  Israel,  oecause,  as  a 
prince  with  God  he  had  prevailed  :  so  the  name  of 
God  is  his  character,  his  disposition,  his  divine  nature, 
"  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God  merciful  and  gracious; 
longHsnJBTering,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,** 
"  this  is  my  name  and  my  memorial,  to  all  gene- 
rations." Trust  in  God  is  begotten  in  us  by  the 
knowledge  of  his  name :  his  name  is  the  foundation 
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of  our  confidence.  "  For  thou.  Lord,  hast  not  for- 
saken them  that  seek  thee."  '*  Because  he  hath 
put  his  trust  in  me,  therefore  will  I  deliver  him." 
"  I  will  set  him  on  high  because  he  hath  known  my 
name."  They  criecj  unto  him  and  were  delivered, 
they  trusted  in  him  and  were  not  confounded.  The 
Lord  will  not  cast  off  his  people,  neither  will  he 
forsake  his  inheritance.  When  he  comes  to  exe- 
cute vengeance  upon  the  guilty  nations,  he  will 
find  a  remnant  prepared  to  receive  him — even  the 
remnant  of  Jacob  ;  they  will  put  their  trust  in  him, 
and  will  say,  "  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us  :  the 
God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge ;  therefore  will  we  not 
fear  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though 
the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea." 

**  Sing  praises  unto  the  Lord,  who  dwelleth  in 
Zion ;  declare  among  the  people  his  do- 
ings." 

The  Lord  of  hosts  will  rei^  in  Mount  Zion,  and 
in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his  ancients  gloriously ; 
then  the  sun  shall  be  confounded,  and  the  moon 
ashamed,  because  their  glory  will  be  eclipsed ;  **  for 
the  sun  shall  be  no  more  thy  light  by  day,  neither 
for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  light  unto  thee, 
but  the  Lord  shall  be  thy  evenasting  K^ht,  and  thy 
God  thy  glory ;"  "  the  Lord  will  dwell  m  Zion,  and 
there  he  will  be  seen,  and  worshipped  by  all  the 
tribes  of  Jacob;  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall 
come  and  worship  at  his  footstool ;  they  will  sing 
praises  unto  the  Lord,  who  dwelleth  in  Zion,  and 
will  talk  of  his  doings.  They  shall  exaJt  the  Lord, 
their  God,  and  worship  at  his  holy  hill ;  for  the 
Lord,  our  God,  is  holy. 


#^ 
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"  When  he  maketh  inquifiition  for  blood,  he  re^ 
memberetb  them :  he  forgetteth  not  the 
cry  of  the  humble." 

When  the  Son  of  God  dwelt,  among  ua  for  a  oear^ 
eon,  his  object  was  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost — 
when  he  comes  the  second  time,  it  will  be,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  make  inquisition  for  blood ;  to  av- 
enge his  own  elect,  who  cry  day  and  night  unto 
him ;  the  day  of  vengeance  will  be  in  his  heart,  and 
all  the  earth  will  be  devoured  by  the  fire  of  his  jea-- 
lousy ;  but  in  the  midst  of  that  terrible  fury,  which 
will  be  felt  among  all  nations,  he  will  remember  his 
chosen  remnant,  for  "  He  shall  deliver  the  needy 
when  he  crieth ;  the  poor  also,  and  him  that  hatn 
no  helper ;  he  shaU  spare  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
shall  save  the  souls  of  the  needy ;  he  shall  redeem 
their  soul  from  deceit  and  violence,  and  precious 
shall  their  blood  be  in  his  sight.  For  the  oppression 
of  the  poor,  for  the  sighing  of  the  needy,  now  will 
I  ariee,  saith  the  Lord,  I  will  set  him  in  safety  from 
him  that  puflfeth  at  him." 

"  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord  :  consider  my 
trouble  which  I  suffer  of  them  that  hate 
me,  thou  that  hftest  me  up  from  the  gates 
of  death." 

If  we  would  understand  the  Psahns,  we  must  be 
prepared  for  these  sudden  transitions  from  the  future 
back  to  the  present — and  from  the  present  on  to 
the  future.  We  now  contemplate  him  in  the  house 
of  his  pilgrimage,  desiring  mercy  of  the  Lord,  that 
he  would  consider  his  trouble,  and  deliver  him  from 
those  that  hated  him  ;  and  this  God  did,  by  lifting 
him  up  from  the  gates  of  death,  and  setting  him  at 
his  own  right  hand  in  glory. 
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"  That  I  may  shew  forth  aD  thy  praise  in  the- 
gates  of  the  daughter  of  Zion." 

It  is  on  the  earth,  that  Christ  is  to  be  God's  high 
priest,  and  where  he  is  to  shew  forth  the  praises  of ' 
Gfod ;  even  in  the  gates  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,. 
The  same  to  whom  it  was  said  at  his  first  comings 
"  Tell  ye  the  daughter  of  Zion,  Behold  thy  King 
eometh  unto  thee,  meek,  and  having  salvation ; 
sitting  upon  an  ass,  even  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass." 
The  daughter  of  Zion,  was  then  understood  to  be 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem ;  and  here  it  is  still  the 
same — "  in  the  gates  of  the  daughter  of  Zion"  will 
the  Son  shew  forth  all  Jehovah's  praise ;  this  shall 
be  his  employment  through  endless  generations. 

"  The  heathen  are  sunk  down  in  the  pit  which 
they  made.'* 

Again  we  are  transprorted  to-  the  day,  when  his- 
enemies  are  become  his  footstool,  as  it  is  written, 
"  There  are  the  workers  of  iniquily  fallen,  they  are 
cast  down,  and  shall  not  be  able  to  arise  ;"  the  pit 
-which  they  designed  for  others,  into  which  they, 
themselves  are  sunk,  is  the  mischievous  device 
-which  they  were  not  able  to  perform ;  "  for  the 
Lord  will  brinff  the  counsels  of  the  heathen  to 
nought,  and  wiU  make  the  devices  of  the  people  of 
none  effect." 

"  In  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  feet 
taken." 

In  vain  is  the  net  spread  in  the  siffht  of  any  bird, 
00  also  God  seeth  and  protecteth  ms  saints  from 
the  nets  which  men  spread  for  them,  and  causeth 
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them  to  be  taken  in  them  themselves ;:  thus,  the 
wicked  is  snared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands, 
while  *'  the  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which 
he  executeth." 

'*  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  even  all 
the  nations  that  forget  God." 

All  who  forget  God  are  wicked,  and  hell  is  their 
portion ;  even  the  worm  that  dieth  not,  and  the  fire 
that  is  not  quenched.  Oh  consider  this,  ye  that 
forget  God ;  ye  that  live  without  God  1  Oh  seek 
the  Lord  wliile  he  may  be  found,  and  caD  upon 
him  while  he  is  near.  "  Behold  now  is  the  accepted 
time,  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 


i( 


The  needy  shall  not  always  be  forgotten.'* 


At  present  they  seem  as  if  forgotten,  and  uncared 
for ;  but  the  hairs  of  their  head  are  all  nimibered, 
and  the  time  of  their  deliverance  draweth  nigh. 

"  The  expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish 
for  ever." 

«  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit ;  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.'^  Their  emectation,  is  the  re- 
surrection to  glory,  honour,  and  immortality ;  they 
have  long  waited — generation  after  generation  has 
passed  away,  and  still  they  wait  "  for  the  day  of  the 
manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God."  Hope  so  long 
deferred  hath  made  their  hearts  sick,  but  their  ex- 
pectation will  one  day  be  realized,  and  will  not  be 
unnecessarily  postponed  a  single  hour,  for  the  Lord 
is  not  alack  concerning  his  promises. 
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Arise,  0  Lord :  let  not  man  prevail ;  let  the 
heathen  be  judged  in  thy  sight" 


This  is  the  hour  of  the  power  of  darkness,  and  men 
lure  permitted  to  a  certain  extent  to  cany  out  their 
evil  designs :  God  is  invoked  to  arise,  and  take  to 
him  his  great  power,  and  put  an  end  to  the  rule  of 
darkness,  that  man  may  no  more  prevail,  and  that 
the  heathen  may  be  judged  in  his  sight." 

"  Put  them  in  fear,  0  Lord,  that  the  nations 
may  know  themselves  to  be  but  men." 

Who  is  Lord  over  us  ?  is  the  language  of  the 
heart  of  all  that  are  lifted  up  in  pride  ;  but  when 
the  Lord  of  glory  cometh,  he  will  put  them  in  fear ; 
terror  shall  take  hold  of  them,  and  then  shall  the 
nations  know  that  they  are  but  men. 


*J 


PSALM    X. 

1.  Why  standest  thou  afar  oflF,  0  Lord?  why 
Widest  thou  thyself , in  times  of  trouble  ? 

2.  The  wicked  in  his  gride  doth  persecute  the 

Eoor :  let  them  be  taken  m  the  devices  that  they 
ave  imagined. 

3.  For  the  wicked  boasteth  of  his  heart's  desire, 
and  blesseth  the  covetous,  whom  the  Lord  ab- 
horreth. 

4.  The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  counte- 
nance, will  not  seek  after  God :  God  is  not  in  all 
his  thot^ghts. 

5.  His  ways  are  always  grievous ;  thy  judgments 
are  far  above  out  of  his  sight :  as  for  all  ms  enemies 
he  pufFeth  at  them. 

6.  He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  not  be  mo- 
ved :  for  I  shall  never  be  in  adversity. 

7.  His  mouth  is  full  of  cursing  and  deceit  and 
fraud ;  under  his  tongue  is  mischief  and  vanity. 

8.  He  sitteth  in  the  lurking  places  of  the  villages: 
in  the  secret  places  doth  he  murder  the  innocent : 
his  eyes  are  privily  set  against  the  poor. 

9.  He  lieth  in  wait  secretly  as  a  lion  in  his  den  : 
he  lieth  in  wait  to  catch  the  poor :  he  doth  catch 
the  poor,  when  he  draweth  him  into  his  net. 

10.  He  croucheth,  and  humbleth  himself,  that  the 
poor  may  fall  by  his  strong  ones. 

11.  He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgot- 
ten :  he  hideth  his  face ;  he  will  never  see  it. 

12.  Arise,  0  Lord ;  0  God,  lift  up  thine  hand : 
forget  not  the  humble. 
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13.  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God  I 
he  hath  said  in  his  heart,  Thou  wilt  not  require  it. 

14.  Thou  hast  seen  it ;  for  thou  beholdest  mis- 
chief  and  spite,  to  requite  it  with  thy  hand :  the  poor 
committetn  himself  unto  thee  ;  thou  art  the  helper 
of  the  fatherless. 

15.  Break  thou  the  arm  of  the  wicked  and  the 
evil  man :  seek  out  his  wickedness  till  thou  find 
none. 

16.  The  Lord  is  king  for  ever  and  ever:  the 
heathen  are  perished  out  of  his  land. 

17.  Lord,  thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  the 
humble :  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart,  thou  wilt 
cause  thine  ear  to  hear ; 

18.  To  judge  the  fatherless  and  the  oppressed, 
that  the  man  of  the  earth  may  no  more  oppress. 

"  Why  standest  thou  afar  off,  0  Lord  I  why 
mdest  thou  thyself  in  times  of  trouble  t" 

This  is  ihe  time  of  trouble,  the  time  of  sins  and 
sorrows :  and  God  seems  to  stand  afar  off,  and  aJ* 
low  the  evil  to  go  on  unchecked.  He  hideth  him- 
self;  "  Thou  art  a  God  that  hidest  thyself,  0  God, 
of  Israel  the  Saviour ;"  therefore  they  say,  "  The 
Lord  seeth  not,  neither  will  the  God  of  tfacob  re- 
^rdit." 


The  wicked  in  his  pride  doth  persecute  the 
poor." 


The  world  hated  Christ,  because  he  testified  of  it 
that  the  works  thereof  were  evil ;  the  world  hates 
his  folk)wer8  for  the  same  reason.  Their  pride  is 
offended ;  for  the  Ught  shineth  in  the  darkness,  and 
maketh  the  darkness  manifest:  hence  persecutiou 
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ariscth,  for  <<  the  wicked  in  his  pride  doth  persecute 
the  poor." 

"  Let  them  be  taken  in  the  devices  that  they 
have  imagined." 

Their  mischief  shall  fall  upon  their  own  head, 
and  their  violent  deaUng  upon  their  own  pate. 


"  The  wicked  boasteth  of  his  heart's  desire." 

They  walk  every  man  in  the  imagination  of  his 
evil  heart ;  in  boasting  of  their  heart's  desire,  they 
glory  in  their  shame;  and  highly  esteem  the  things 
which  are  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God. 

"And  blesseth  the  covetous  whom  the  Lord 
abhorreth." 

What  Grod  loves,  men  hate — what  God  hates, 
men  love ;  they  love  evil  and  those  that  do  evil ; 
they  bless  the  covetous,  even  the  man  who  desires 
that  which  belongeth  to  another  ;  to  whom  God 
hath  said,  "  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's 
wife,  nor  his  servant,  nor  his  house,  nor  anything 
that  is  thy  neigbour's." 


"  The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  coimte- 
nance,  will  not  seek  after  God ;  God  is  not 
in  all  his  thoughts." 

Pride  lies  at  the  root  of  our  reluctance  and  dis- 
inclination to  seek  after  God.  Praver  impUes  the 
recognition  of  a  superior,  to  whicn  pride  cannot 
stoop ;  for  its  language  is  "  Our  lips  are  our  own, 
who  is  Lord  over  us  T  hence  also  the  offence  of  the 
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crosB  arifieth  from  pride,  for  it  is  a  testimony  to  our 
deserts,  being  an  annomicement  from  God,  "  that 
aQ  we,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray,  and  turned 
every  one  to  his  own  way."  The  great  secret  hin- 
drance to  prayer,  is  pride,  it  keeps  men  far  from 
God ;  therefore  the  Lord  himself  mourns  over  his 
people,  saying,  "  My  soul  shall  weep  in  secret  places 
for  your  pride.^^ 

m 

"  His  ways  are  always  grievous  ;  thy  judg- 
ments are  far  above  out  of  his  sight ;  as 
for  all  his  enemies,  he  puffeth  at  them." 

The  ways  of  the  wicked  are  twt  grievous  in  their 
own  sight,  for  they  boast  of  their  heart's  desire ; 
neither  in  the  sight  of  others,  "  for  men  will  praise 
thee,  when  thou  doest  well  to  thyself;"  it  is  m  the 
sight  of  God  that  their  ways  are  grievous ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  God  is  an^ry  with  the  wicked  every  day.'* 
He  looks  on — "  he  nearkens  and  hears  when  they 
speak  not  aright,  and  is  grieved :  yea,  their  ways  are 
always  grievous,  for  every  imagination  of  their 
Hioughts  is  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually." 

"  Thy  judgments  are  far  above  out  of  their 
sight." 

Even  now  his  judgments  are  in  aU  the  earth  :— 
every  day  they  may  be  seen ;  there  are  in  truth  no 
accidents ;  every  thing  occurs  by  special  permission 
from  God ;  of  whom  it  is  testified,  "  that  a  sparrow 
falleth  not  to  the  ground  without  him."  But  as  the 
fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  "  there  is  no  God,"  so 
also  his  judgments  are  far  above  out  of  his  sight. 

^'  As  for  all  his  enemies,  he  puffeth  at  them.'* 
6 
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He  is  proud;  knowing  nothing,  self-confident, 
and  defiant. 
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He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  not  be  moved; 
for  I  shall  never  be  in  adversity." 

He  is  like  a  blind  man  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice, 
miaware  of  his  danger ;  be  is  in  good  health  toAlay, 
and  expects  to  be  so  to-morrow ;  he  is  a  god  to 
himselj^  and  says,  '*  I  shall  not  be  moved,  for  I  diall 
never  be  in  adversity." 

"  His  mouth  is  full  of  cursing  and  deceit  and 
fraud  :  under  his  tongue  is  mischief  and 
vanity." 

He  deHghteth  not  in  blessing ;  he  is  not  happy  to 
hear  of  the  prosperity  of  others,  but  secretly  re- 
joices in  calamity ;  he  curseth  inwardly  every  one 
that  would  obstruct  his  path ;  deceit  and  guile  de- 
part not  from  his  dwelling ;  and  under  his  tongue  is 
mischief  and  vanity. 

"  He  sitteth  in  the  lurking  places  of  the  vil- 
lages :  in  the  secret  places  doth  he  murder 
the  innocent  :  his  eyes  are  privily  set 
against  the  poor." 

"He  Iieth  in  wait  secretly  as  a  lion  in  his 
den ;  he  Iieth  in  wait  to  catch  the  poor ; 
he  doth  catch  the  poor,  when  he  draweth 
him  into  his  net." 

"  He  croucheth  and  humbleth  himself,  that  the 
poor  may  fall  by  his  strong  ones." 

He  hateth  the  righteous,  and  seeketh  to  destroy 
him  ;  whatsoever  is  of  God  is  hateful  to  "  the  car- 
nal mind,  which  is  enmity  against  God,  for  it  is  not 
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subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.'* 


i< 


He  hath  aaid  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgotten; 
he  hideth  his  face  ;  he  will  never  see  it." 


"  Thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such  an 
one  as  thyself;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  thy 
sins  in  order  before  thine  eyes."  There  is  in  thw 
11th  verse,  a  kind  of  admission  of  God's  existence, 
for  it  is  only  in  his  heart  (not  in  his  understanding) 
that  the  fool  hath  said,  "  there  is  no  God ;"  but  whue 
his  existence  is  admitted,  he  is  supposed  to  be  in- 
different to  evil ;  and  to  take  no  cognizance  of  it. 
"  God  hath  forgotten ;"  he  is  too  much  occupied 
with  other  and  greater  matters ;  he  is  asleep,  or  on 
a  journey,  or,  '*  he  hideth  his  face  and  will  never 
see  it." 

"  Arise,  0  Lord :  0  God,  lift  up  thine  hand ; 
forget  not  the  humble." 

How  often  does  our  Lord,  entreat  God  to  arise ; 
**  to  arise  to  judgment :"  to  save  all  the  meek  of  the 
earth ;  and  himself  to  inherit  all  nations ;  and  why  is 
he  slow  to  arise  T  because  their  hour  is  not  yet 
come :  "  one  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand 
years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  day ;"  but  the 
day  of  the  Lord  will  come ;  it  is  not  postponed  in- 
definitely ;  then  he  will  lift  up  his  hana ;  for  the  op- 
pression of  the  poor,  and  lor  the  sighing  of  the 
needy ;  then  will  ne  arise,  and  set  them  in  safety, 
from  all  their  oppressors." 

"  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God  ? 
he  hath  said  in  his  heart,  Thou  wilt  not 
require  it" 
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To  do  evil,  and  then  say  that  God  wfll  not  require 
it,  is  to  contemn  God ;  it  is  to  despise  him  as  an  im- 
righteous  judge,  wh®  will  not  render  to  men  accord- 
ing to  their  works. 

^*  Thou  hast  seen  it :  for  thou  beholdest  mischief 
and  spite,  to  requite  it  with  thy  hand ; 
the  poor  committeth  himself  unto  thee ; 
thou  art  the  helper  of  the  fatherless." 

Thou  hast  seen  it.  God  would  not  be  omniscient 
if  any  one  thing  in  the  universe  escaped  his  notice; 
"  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholding 
the  good  and  the  evil ;"  he  does  see  everything  at 
every  moment ;  and  when  he  beholds  mischief  and 
spite,  his  infinite  holiness  and  justice  require  that  it 
should  be  requited.  If  the  poor  cry  at  all  imto  him 
he  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  help  them,.for,  "  he 
is  the  helper  of  the  fatherless." 

"  Break  thou  the  arm  of  the  wicked  and  the 
evil  man  :  seek  out  his  wickedness  till  thou 
find  none." 

This  is  a  renewal  of  the  prayer,  "  Arise,  0  Lord, 
let  not  man  prevail ;  let  the  heathen  be  judged  in 
thy  sight."  God  is  besought  to  break  the  arm  of 
the  wicked  and  the  evil  man — ^that  is,  to  make  them 
powerless,  and  lay  them  low ;  that  sinners  may  be 
consumed  out  of  the  earth,  and  that  the  wicked 
may  be  no  more.  The  elect  of  God  ciy  day  and 
night  unto  him,  that  he  would  avenge  meir  blood 
upon  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth.  Christ  is  at  the 
tne  head  of  the  election,  and  the  prayer  is  one ;  the 
destruction  of  evil  men,  until  there  be  none  left  re- 
maining, which  is  implied  in  these  words,  ''seek 
out  his  wickedness  till  thou  find  none." 
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"  The  Lord  is  king  for  ever  and  ever :  the  hea- 
then are  perished  out  of  his  land." 

Our  Lord  prays  that  the  arm  of  the  wicked  may 
be  rendered  powerless  for  evil,  and  knowing  that 
the  time  assuredly  will  come,  when  his  desire  will 
be  answered,  and  the  wicked  be  no  more,  he  con- 
templates it  as  now  accomplished ;  he  views  it  as 
done  :  he  beholds  God  reigning,  and  to  reign,  for 
ever  and  ever ;  where  the  feet  of  the  wicked  shall 
never  again  rest  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous,  for, 
"  the  heathen  are  perished  out  of  his  land,"  viz : — 
out  of  that  land  where  his  kingdom  is :  "  for  the 
kingdom  shall  be  the  Lord's,  and  he  will  be  the 
governor  among  the  nations."  (see  Psalm  22). 

"  Lord,  thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  the 
humble  :  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart, 
thou  wilt  cause  thine  ear  to  hear." 

"To  judge  the  fatherless  and  the  oppressed, 
fliat  the  man  of  the  earth  may  no  more 
oppress." 

The  humble  are  such  as  know  themselves  to  be 
nothing,  and  are  contented  to  be  nothing,  in  the 
eyes  of  men  ;  "  they  are  small  and  despised,"  and 
yet  are  not  offended.  Job  was  humble  when  he 
said,  "I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of 
the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee :  where- 
fore I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes." 
"  To  this  man  will  f  look,  saith  the  Lord,  even  to 
him,  who  is  of  an  humble  and  contrite  heart,  and 
who  trembleth  at  my  word."  The  eye  of  the  Lord 
rests  on  all  such  with  complacency,  and  his  ear  is 
open  to  their  prayer.  He  will  keep  them  in  the 
secret  of  his  pavilhon,  until  that  day  when  the  man 
of  the  earth  shall  no  more  oppress,  because  his  power 
to  oppress  shall  be  wrested  from  him  for  ever. 


PSALM  xr. 

1.  In  the  Lord  put  I  my  trust :  how  say  ye  to  my 
soul.  Flee  as  a  bird  to  your  mountain  T 

2.  For,  lo,  the  wicked  bend  their  bow,  they  maka 
ready  their  arrow  upon  the  string,  that  they  may 
privily  shoot  at  the  upright  in  heart. 

3.  If  the  foundations  be  destroyed,  what  can  the 
righteous  do? 

3.  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple,  the  Lord's 
throne  is  in  heaven :  his  eyes  behold,  nis  eye-lids  try, 
the  children  of  men. 

5.  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous ;  but  the  wicked 
and  him  that  loveth  violence  his  soul  hateth. 

6.  Upon  the  wicked  he  shall  rain  snares,  fire  and 
brimstone,  and  an  horrible  tempest :  this  shall  be  ther 
portion  of  their  cup. 

7.  For  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteousness  ; 
his  countenance  doth  behold  the  upright. 

"  In  the  Lord  put  I  my  trust :  how  say  ye  to 
my  soul.  Flee  as  a  bird  to  yoiu*  mountain." 

The  Pharisees  said  to  Jesus,  "  Depart  hence,  for 
Herod  will  kill  thee,"  thus  they  bade  him  flee  as  a 
bird  to  his  mountain.  But  the  Lord  on  whom  ho 
trusted,  was  on  his  right  hand,  that  he  should  not 
be  moved ;  he  needed  not  to  flee ;  for  his  Almighty 
protector  was  by  his  side.  Did  ever  any  trust  in 
Crod  as  did  the  Son  of  his  love  ?  He  trusted  in 
God  that  he  would  deliver  him;  and  he  did  deliver 
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him :  *^  for  he  left  not  his  soul  in  hell,  nor  suffered 
his  holy  one  to  see  corruption."  He  raised  him 
from  the]  dead,  and  gave  him  glory,  yea,  he  hath 
made  him  most  blessed  for  ever ;  he  hath  made 
him  exceeding  dad  with  his  countenance :  "  for 
the  King  trustetn  in  the  Lord,  and  through  tiie 
mercy  of  the  Most  High  he  shall  not  be  moved." 

**  For,  lo,  the  wicked  bend  their  bow,  they 
^ake  ready  their  ^ow  upon  the  stiini, 
that  they  may  privily  shoot  at  the  upright 
in  heart" 

**  The  wicked  watcheth  the  righteous  and  seeketh 
to  slay  him ;"  because  the  wicked  hate  God ;  against 
him  is  their  malice  directed,  as  it  is  written,  '*  Now 
have  they  both  seen  and  hated  both  me  and  my 
Father ;"  this  hatred  is  not  openly  avowed,  for  they 
Uess  with  their  mouth,  but  hatred  is  in  their  heart, 
and  "  they  make  ready  their  arrow  upon  the  string 
that  they  may  privily  shoot  at  the  upright  in  heart. 

**  If  the  foundations  be  destroyed,  what  can 
the  righteous  do  ?" 

•*  The  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure,  having 
this  seal,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his." 
The  foundation  of  the  wicked  is  on  the  sand ;  it 
will  give  way  when  the  rains  descend,  and  the 
floods  come,  and  the  winds  blow ;  but  the  founda- 
tion of  the  righteous  is  on  a  rock  ;  the  Rock  of  ages : 
that  rock  a^inst  which  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  If  it  were  otherwise,  what  could  the  righte- 
ous do  ?  they  would  be  of  all  men  most  miserable, 
having  neither  "  the  life  that  now  is,  nor  that  which 
is  to  come." 
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''  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple :  the  Lord's 
throne  is  in  heaven ;  nis  eyes  behold,  and 
his  eye-lids  try,  the  children  of  men.'* 

There  is  a  locaJibr  in  the  miiverse,  cidled  heaven; 
the  habitation  of  God,  the  place  where  his  honour 
dwelleth ;  the  place  of  his  throne,  the  abode  of  an- 
gels, and  of  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect* 
It  is  his  holy  temple — ^the  holy  of  holies — ^wnere  he 
sitteth  between  the  cherubim,  and  is  unceasingly 
adored.  This  holy  temple  will  be  removed  from 
its  present  locahty,  to  the  abodes  of  men,  in  the 
time  of  "  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein 
dwelleth  righteousness."  He  hath  prepared  his 
throne  in  the  heavens,  but  its  final  establishment  is 
on  the  earth — there,  even  on  earth :  "  thy  throne  is 
fixed  of  old :  thou  art  from  everlasting."  From  his 
holy^heavens  he  surveys  all  the  earth,  with  such  mi- 
nuteness that  nothing  escapes  his  observation,  or 
eludes  his  glance  :  "  his  eyes  behold,  his  eye-lids  try^ 
the  children  of  men." 

"  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous." 

He  tries  them  to  prove  them :  thus  he  tried  Ab- 
raham when  he  commanded  him  to  oflfer  his  son 
Isaac,  for  a  biunt  offering :  thus  he  tried  Job,  and 
brought  him  out  of  the  aflSiction,  as  gold  tried  in 
the  furnace.  It  is  in  love,  to  perfect  his  saints,  that 
they  may  dwell  with  him,  that  he  sufiFers  them  to 
be  tempted :  he  will  not  suffer  them  to  be  tempted 
above  what  they  are  able  to  bear ;  but  will,  with 
the  temptation,  also  make  a  way  to  escape.  The 
trial  of  our  faith  is  to  this  end,  that  it  may  be  found 
unto  praise,  and  honoiu*,  and  glory  at  the  appear- 
ing of  Jesus  Christ. 


THE  RIGHTEOirS  GOD  LOYETH  RIGHTEOUSNESS.     SO' 

**  Bnt  the  wicked  and  him  that  loveth  violence 
his  soul  hateth." 

Becanse  God  himself  is  supremely  good,  his  soul 
abhors  evil ;  and  evil  is  not  an  abstraction,  it  is  in- 
separable from  those  that  do  it.  The  wicked  who 
forget  God,  who  love  violence,  who  delight  in  mis- 
chief, who,  in  heart,  hate  their  neighbom«,  and 
would  see  evil  come  upon  them  without  grief — ^all 
such  are  utterly  opposed  to  the  nature  of  God, 
which  is  love ;  and  his  soul  hateth  them,  just  because 
they  are  what  they  are. 

"  Upon  the  wicked  he  shaD  rain  snares,  fire  and 
brimstone,  and  an  horrible  tempest:  this-- 
shall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup." 

This  judgment  is  future — ^it  will  be  accomplished 
on  the  nations  in  the  outpouring  of  the  vials  of  the 
wrath  of  God;  it  will  also  be  the  doom  of  the 
wicked  for  ever ;  both  soul  and  body ;.  "  this  shall 
be  the  portion  of  their  cup." 


u 


For  the  ri^teous  Lord  loveth  righteousness.'* 


Why  was  the  world  inundated  with  a  flood,  and 
every  living  soul  perished ;  Noah  and  his  family  only 
excepted  J  Why  was  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  over- 
thrown bv  a  terrible  shower  of  fire  and  brimstone, 
and  all  tne  inhabitants  perished?  This  scripture^ 
furnishes  the  answer — "  the  righteous  God  loveth 
rirfiteousness."  He  loveth  righteousness,  and  hateth 
imquity,  and  these  judgments  are  expressive  of  his 
character ;  thev  shew  what  he  is  ;  God  has  the 
power  to  punish  all  unrighteousness  in  men,  and  he 
will  not  faol  to  put  it  in  force  :  "  Be  wise  now  there- 
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fore,  0  ye  kinffs,  and  be  instructed,  all  ye  inhabitantep 
of  the  earth :'  submit  yourselves  to  God,  and  to  his 
righteous  government :  for  only  thus  can  ye  escape 
his  fiery  indignation.  "  The  righteous  God  loveth 
righteousness,"  therefore  "  upon  the  wicked  he  will 
ram  snares,  fire,  and  brimstone,  and  an  horrible 
tempest ;  this  shaU  be  the  portion  of  their  cup." 


« 


His  countenance  doth  behold  the  upright." 


The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  his  people  ;  he  will 
beautify  the  meek  with  salvation ;  his  goodness  ex- 
tendetn  to  his  saints,  and  to  the  upright,  in  whom 
is  all  his  delight ;  he  watches  over  them  for  good : 
they  are  the  peculiar  objects  of  his  care  and  regard 
— whoso  toucheth  them,  toucheth  the  apple  of  his 
eye ;  his  blessing  is  on  their  habitation ;  their  seed 
shall  be  mighty  on  the  earth ;  the  generation  of  the 
upright  shall  be  blessed ;  his  secret  also  is  with  them^ 
and  he  will  shew  them  his  covenant :  blessed  is 
every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  walketh  in  hia 
ways. 


PSALM    xir. 

1.  Help,  Lord ;  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth ;  for" 
ihe  faithnil  fail  from  among  the  children  of  men. 

2.  They  speak  vanity  every  one  with  his  neigh- 
bour :  wim  nattering  Ups,  and  with  a  double  heart, 
do  they  speak. 

3.  The  Lord  shall  cut  off  all  flattering  Ups,  and 
the  tonOTe  that  speaketh  proud  things ; 

4.  Who  have  said,  With  our  tongue  will  we  pre- 
vail ;  our  lips  are  our  own  :  who  is  lord  over  us  1 

5.  For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the  sighing 
of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arise,  saith  the  Lord ;  I  will 
set  him  in  safety  from  him  that  puffeth  at  him. 

6r  The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words :  as 
sflver  tried  in  a  furnace  of  earth,  purified  seven 
times. 

7.  Thou  shalt  keep  them,  0  Lord,  thou  shalt  pre- 
serve them  from  this  veneration  for  ever. 

8.  The  wicked  watt:  on  every  side,  when  the 
vilest  men  are  exalted. 


« 


Help,  Lord." 


Our  help  cometh  from  the  Lord^  who  made  the 
heaven  and  the  earth.  He  is  a  very  present  help 
in  trouble  :  when  the  poor  and  needy  cry  unto  him^ 
he  heareth  their  cry,  a<ld  doth  help  them. 


«« 


For  the  godly  man  ceaseth ;  for  the  faithful 
fail  from  amiong  the  children  of  men." 


-4-^^^ 
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When  the  wicked  walk  on  every  side,  and  the 
vilest  men  are  exalted ;  when  judgment  is  turned 
away  backward,  and  justice  etandetn  afar  off:  when 
truth  faileth, — and  he  that  departeth  from  evil 
maketh  himself  a  prey ;  then  will  the  cry  for  help 
from  God  be  heard,  and  he  will  send  deliverance. 
When  the  enemy  cometh  in  like  a  flood,  the  ^irit 
of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him. 
Now,  in  this  our  day  there  is  a  form  of  godUness^ 
but  the  power  thereof  is  denied ;  the  godly  man 
ceaseth.  Where  is  that  beautiful  church  which  God 
planted  at  the  first ;  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down 
fi-om  heaven  ?  Where  are  the  golden  candlesticks  in 
the  midst  of  which  the  son  of  man  walked?  the  super- 
natural is  gone ;  the  manifest  evidences  of  the  Divine 
presence  are  no  more  :  send  help,  Lord,  from  above 
— send  forth  th v  light  and  thy  truth :  restore  that 
which  thou  tookest  not  away,  and  again  give  gifts 
unto  men ;  that  God  the  Lord  may  dwell  among 
them.  It  is  time  for  thee.  Lord,  to  work,  for  they 
have  made  void  thy  law. 

"  They  speak  vanity  every  one  with  his  neigh- 
bom:  ;  with  flattering  Ups,  and  with  a  double 
heart  do  they  speak." 

All  idle  words  are  words  of  vanity ;  all  foolish 
talking  and  jesting,  all  frivolous  conversation  tending 
to  no  profit,  not  ha^ang  in  view  the  honour  ana 
glory  of  God,  are  words  of  vanity ;  for  every  man's 
roeech  should  be  with  grace  seasoned  with  salt,  after 
the  example  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  all  whose  words 
were  weighty,  and  powerful,  and  beautiful,  as 
"  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver.''  "  Out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh,"  there- 
fore by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  by 
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ihy  words  thou  fihalt  be  condemned."  The  current 
flow  of  conversation  among  all  classes  is  vanity ; 
they  speak  vanity  every  man  with  his  neighbour. 
"  With  flattering  lips  and  with  a  double  ton^e  do 
they  speak."  They  bless  with  their  mourn,  but 
curse  inwardly ;  outwardly  full  of  expressions  of  re- 
spect and  regard,  but  inwardly  deep  seated  envy, 
inalignity,  whisperers,  backbiters,  haters  of  God  de- 
spiteful, proud,  boasters,  &c.,  who,  knowing  the 
judgment  of  God,  that  they  who  do  such  things  are 
worthy  of  death,  not  only  do  the  same,  but  have 
pleasure  in  them  that  do  them. 

"  The  Lord  shall  cut  off  all  flattering  lips,  and 
the  tongue  that  speaketh  proud  thmgs." 

"  The  upright  shall  dwell  (for  ever)  in  the  earth, 
and  the  perfect  shall  remain  m  it.  But  the  wicked 
ahaD  be  cut  off  from  the  earth,  and  the  transgressors 
shall  be  rooted  out  of  it."  They  shall  be  sent  into 
the  lower  parts  of  the  earth,  where  the  light  never 
enters  ;  a  land  of  darkness  as  darkness  itself ;  where 
God  has  for  ever  forgotten  to  be  gracious. 

"  Who  have  said.  With  our  tongue  will  we  pre- 
vail ;  our  lips  are  oiur  own ;  who  is  Lord 
over  us  ?" 

The  tongue  is  a  little  member,  and  boasteth  great 
things ;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly  poison  ; 
therewith  cturse  we  men,  who  are  made  after  the 
similitude  of  God :  the  tongue  can  no  man  tame — 
but  God  can  do  what  man  cannot  do,  and  his  fear 
sets  a  watch  before  the  mouth ;  but  where  his  fear 
IB  not,  the  tongue  will  speak  vanity  and  give  utter- 
ance to  the  deep  seated  pride  of  the  human  heart ; 


"Si  OPPRESSION  IS  THE  FRUIT  OF  PRIDE. 

saying,  "  With  our  tx)ngiie  will  we  prevaiL"  The 
cause  of  controversy  or  antagonism  between  God 
and  men  is  as  to  which  shall  be  Lord :  God  asserts 
his  sovreignty  over  men,  and  demands  a  voluntary 
submission ;  but  every  man  wants  to  be  -a  God  to 
himself;  and  in  heart  acknowledges  no  superior. 
What  is  all  the  unceasing  labour  and  effort  to  rise 
in  position,  to  get  higher  and  higher  in  the  scale  of 
society,  but  an  insane  though  imdefined  attempt  to 
reach  the  place  of  God ;  to  be  able  to  say,  "  I  am, 
and  none  else  V*  Every  man  would,  if  he  coidd,  be 
independent ;  his  right  to  open  his  lips,  and  speak, 
he  considers  imquestionable ;  he  does  not  set  God 
before  him,  nor  at  all  see  that  he  should  be  his 
governor. 

"  For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the  sigh- 
ing of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arise  saith  the 
Lord :  I  will  set  him  in  safety  &om  hini 
that  puffeth  at  him." 

Oppression  is  the  fruit  of  pride.  When  the  light 
makes  manifest  the  darkness,  then  the  darkness 
hateth  the  light,  and  seeks  to  extinguish  it ;  this  is 
the  true  cause  of  persecution  and  oppression;  The 
evil  is  rebuked  by  the  good,  and  shewn  to  be  evil ; 
therefore  such  as  love  evil  hate  those  who  love 
righteousness,  and  seek  their  hurt.  "They  persecute 
the  poor  and  needy  man,  that  they  may  even  slay 
the  broken  in  heart."  Our  Lord  above  all  others 
was  thus  oppressed,  and  he  pravs  that  God  would 
deliver  him,  saying,  "  I  have  done  judgment  and 
justice,  deliver  me  from  my  oppressors."  "  Be  surety 
for  thy  servant  for  good,  let  not  the  proud  oppress 
me ;"  and  again,  "  Deliver  me  from  the  oppression 
of  man,  so  will  I  keep  thy  precepts."    Now  the  op- 
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pressed  is  suflfered  to  be  trodden  down  of  the  op- 
pressor, but  it  shall  not  always  be  so.  The  wheat 
and  the  tares  grow  together  until  the  harvest,  but 
then  they  are  separated.  The  day  is  coming,  when 
God  will  arise,  in  the  person  of  Christ,  to  vindicate 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed,  and  to  place  them  where 
the  hand  of  the  oppressor  shall  never  again  reach 
them  :  "  for  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the  sigh- 
ing (and  deep  distress)  of  the  needy,  now  will  I 
anse,  saith  the  Lord."  {Naw ;  all  is  now  with  Him ; 
both  the  eternal  past,  and  the  eternal  future). 

"  The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words ;  as 
silver  tried  in  a  furnace  of  earth,  purified 
seven  times." 

The  words  of  men  are  full  of  alloy ;  often  corrupt, 
but  at  the  best  with  a  great  adnuxture  of  dross : 
their  recorded  sayings  are  little  worth,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, and  these  only  in  men  richly  endowed 
with  the  spirit  of  God ;  but  the  words  of  the  all- 
wise  God,  who  is  good  as  he  is  wise,  and  pure  as 
he  is  good,  must  necessarily  be  of  the  most  perfect 
stamp  ;  and  so  we  find  Christ  saying,  "  Thy  word 
is  very  pure,  therefore  thy  servant  loveth  it."  And 
the  prophet  Jeremiah  saith,  "  Thy  words  were 
found  of  me,  and  I  did  eat  them ;  and  they  were  the 
joy  and  rejoicing  of  mine  heart.  The  inner  life 
IS  sustained  by  the  words  of  God,  as  the  outer  life 
is  by  bread ;  "  for  man  shall  not  Uve  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  from  the  mouth 
of  God." 


« 


Thou  shalt  keep  them,  0  Lord,  thou  shalt 
preserve  them  from  this   generation  for 


ever." 
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God  hath  pronounoed  this  sentence  on  all  who 
have  misspent  and  misapplied  their  time  and  talents 
and  neglected  their  opportmiities.  "  From  him 
that  hath  not,  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  he 
lath."  Judicial  blindness  will  be  appointed  to 
those  who  neglect  the  words  of  God :  they  having 
eyes  see  not,  and  having  ears  hear  not :  the  trum 
contained  in  the  words  is  hid  from  them :  and  thus 
through  ignorance  they  perish,  and  thereafter  his 
words  are  preserved  from  them  for  ever :  they  shall 
never  see  light.  "  Alienated  from  the  life  of  God 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because  of 
the  bfiidness  of  their  heart^— this  aUenation  from, 
and  enmity  to  God,  will  continue  for  ever :  they 
will  remain  to  ^11  eternity  the  declared  enemies  of 
God ;  and  as  such,  "  these  shall  go  away  into  eveiv 
lasting  punishment;  but  the  righteous  into  life 
eternal." 

"  The  wicked  walk  on  every  side,  when  the 
vilest  men  are  exalted." 

He  who  ruleth  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  is  pleased  often- 
times, to  set  over  nations  the  basest  of  men ;  and 
when  such  is  the  case,  the  wicked  walk  on  every 
side.  "  Like  priest  like  people,"  such  as  the  kings 
are,  so  are  the  subjects :  so  it  was  with  the  kings 
of  Israel  and  Judah ;  and  such  has  been  the  history  of 
nations ;  and  so  it  will  be  in  the  days  of  that  worst  of 
kings,  "The  man  of  sin;  then  the  wicked  will  walk  on 
<every  side,  and  transgressors  shall  come  to  the  full.'^ 


PSALM   XI 11. 

1.  How  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  0  Lord  I  for 
ever  t  how  long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me  1 

2.  How  long  shaD  I  take  counsel  in  my  soul, 
having  sorrow  in  my  heart  daily  t  how  long  shall 
mine  enemy  be  exalted  over  met 

3.  Consider  and  hear  me,  0  Lord  my  God :  ligh- 
ten mine  eyes,  lest  I  sleep  the  sleep  of  death ; 

4.  Lest  mine  enemy  say,  I  have  prevailed  against 
him ;  and  those  that  trouble  me  rejoice  when  I  am 
moved. 

5.  But  I  have  trusted  in  thy  mercy ;  my  heart 
shaU  rejoice  in  thy  salvatiooi- 

6.  I  will  sing  imto  the  Lord,  because  he  hath 
dealt  bountifully  with  me. 

"  How  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  0  Lord  ?  for 
ever  t  How  long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face 
from  me  r 

For  our  sakes  he  endured  the  hiding  of  his  Fa- 
ther's face :  it  was  the  bitterest  portion  of  the  bitter 
cup,  which  he  besought  might  pass  from  him ;  he 
cned  upon  the  cross,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me  t  why  art  thou  so  far  from  help- 
mg  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my  roaring  V  "  O 
my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day  time,  and  thou  heareat 
not»  and  in  me  night  season,  and  am  not  silent : 
but  thou  art  holy,  0  thou  that  inhabitest  the  praises 
of  Israel  r 
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"  How  long  shall  I  take  counsel  in  my  bouI, 
having  sorrow  in  my  heart  daily  ?" 

He  took  coimael  in  his  sonl ;  he  pondered ;  he  re- 
membered these  things ;  and  poured  out  his  soul  in 
him  ;  and  his  tears  were  his  meat  day  and  night :  a 
man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  ivith  grief,  having 
Borrow  in  his  heart  daily.  We  look  on,  and  wonder, 
and  say,  "Wherefore  weepeth  my  Lord?"  We 
know  not  his  griefs,  and  have  not  come  into  the 
fellowship  of  his  sufferings. 

"  How  long  shall  mine  enemy  be  exalted  over 

"  How  many  are  the  days  of  thy  servant  ?  when 
wilt  thou  execute  jud^rment  on  them  who  persecute 
me?"  As  yet,  his  enemy  (in  the  persons  of  his 
saints)  is  exalted  over  him  ;  Christ  longeth  for  the 
coming  day,  when  tliis  shall  end,  "he  sitteth  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  expecting  until  his  enemies  be 
made  his  footstool." 

"  Consider  and  hear  me,  0  Lord  my  God." 

Thus  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  he  oflTered  up  prayers 
and  supplications. 

"  Lighten  mine  eyes,  lest  I  sleep  the  sleep  of 
death." 

His  prayers  and  supplications  were  accompanied 
with  strong  crying  and  tears,  unto  him  that  was 
able  to  save  him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that 
he  feared :  "  for  though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned 
he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered,  and 
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being  made  perfect  he  became  the  author  of  eternal 
salvation  to  all  them  who  obey  him/* 

"  Lest  mine  enemy  say,  I  have  prevailed  against 
him ;  and  they  tlmt  trouble  me  rejoice  when 
I  am  moved." 

If  his  foot  had  slipped,  then  the  enemy  indeed 
would  have  prevailed ;  they  watched  for  his  halting, 
but  could  not  convince  him  of  sin,  nor  convict  him 
of  the  slightest  departure  from  the  paths  of  uprigh- 
ness.  If  they  could,  it  would  have  been  a  triumph 
to  the  powers  of  darkness  I 


u 


But  I  have  trusted  in  thy  mercy ;' 


Christ  is  the  second  Adam,  the  sinners  represen- 
tative ;  the  head  of  a  fallen  race  ;  all  our  sins  cent- 
red in  him,  and  he  confessed  them,  saying,  "  Mine 
iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head,  they  are  a  heavy 
burden,  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear ;"  it  was  of  the 
Lord's  mercies  to  accept  of  even  Christ  as  an  aton- 
ing sacrifice ;  he  might  justly  have  condemned  the 
race  as  he  has  done  the  angels  who  sinned ;  But  it 
hath  pleased  him  in  the  plenitude  of  his  grace,  to 
have  mercy  on  sinners  of  mankind ;  when  mercy 
and  truth  meet  together,  which  they  do  in  Christ, 
to  the  glory  and  praise  of  God ;  therefore  did  our 
glorious  head,  on  our  behalf,  trust  in  the  mercy  of 
5od,  saying,  "I  am  like  a  green  olive  tree  in  the  house 
of  God  :  I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  ever  and 
ever :  I  wiD  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever; 
with  my  mouth  will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulness 
to  aU  generations. 


100  CHRIST  IS  ABRAHAM'S  SEED. 

"  My  heart  shall  rejoice  in  my  salvation." 

"  Lord,  I  have  hoped  for  thy  salvation,  and  done 
thy  commandments.  Jesus  Uved  by  hope :  hope, 
foimded  on  the  promise,  ^'  All  the  land  which  thou 
aeest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever^ 
"  He  saith  not^  and  to  seeds  as  of  many,  but  as  of 
one  and  to  thy  seed,  which  is  Christ ;"  so  then  if  we 
be  Christ's,  we  are  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  ac- 
cording to  the  promise.  Truly  this  is  the  salvation 
of  God,  viz  : — ^tne  earth  for  an  everlasting  inherit- 
ance ;  and  this  is  the  salvation  in  which  the  heart  of 
Christ  rejoiced,  and  for  which  he  still  waits,  imtil 
the  time  to  favour  Zion  be  come. 


u 


I  will  sing  imto  the  Lord,  because  he  hath 
dealt  boimtifully  with  me." 


The  hope  of  salvation  turns  his  mourning  intQ 
gladness ;  thus  was  he  sorrowful,  but  always  rejoic- 
ing. 


PSALM    XIV. 

1.  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  There  is  no 
God.  They  are  corrupt ;  they  have  done  abomin- 
able works ;  .there  is  none  that  doeth  good. 

2.  The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the 
children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did 
understand,  and  seek  God. 

3.  They  are  aU  gone  aside,  they  are  all  together 
become  fQthy ;  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no, 
not  one. 

4.  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  knowledge? 
who  eat  up  my  people  as  they  eat  bread,  and  caQ 
not  upon  the  Lord. 

5.  There  were  they  in  great  fear :  for  God  is  in. 
the  generation  of  the  righteous. 

6.  Ye  have  shamed  the  counsel  of  the  poor,  be- 
cause the  Lord  is  his  refuge. 

7.  Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out 
of  Zion !  when  the  Lord  brineeth  back  the  capti- 
vity of  his  people,  Jacob  shaU  rejoice,  and  Israel 
shdl  be  glad. 

**  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  There  is  no 
God.'* 

"  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wich 
dom :"  wisdom  has  not  commenced  where  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  is  not :  all  are  in  God's  estimation  fools^ 
and  this  is  their  chief  characteristic ;  they  say  in 
their  heart,  "  There  is  no  God."  They  acknow- 
ledge him  with  the  mouth,  but  in  their  hearts  thev 
deny  him;  for  *^the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
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things,  and  desperately  wicked."  The  wickedneai 
of  tlie  heart  causes  a  dense  cloud  to  cover  the  un- 
derstanding ;  and  God  is  practically  denied,  other 
than  as  some  far  off  distant  beiwg,  who  takes  no  cog^ 
nizance  of  man,  or  his  actions.  He  is  as  if  he  were 
not.  God  says  to  every  man,  "  I  am  around  you, 
and  about  you.  In  me  ye  live  and  move,  and  have 
your  being,  and  I  am  an  eye  witness  of  all  your 
actions ;  an  ear  witness  to  all  your  words,  and  a 
constant  discemer  of  the  thoughts  that  pass  withia 
you.  The  reply  of  the  heart  is,  "  It  is  not  so  :'^  thua 
the  fool  saith  in  his  heart,  "  There  is  no  God." 

*^  They  are  corrupt,  they  have  done  abominable 
works." 

Corruptness  of  character,  and  works  abominable 
in  God's  sight,  are  the  natural  results  of  the  denial 
of  God,  "  for  the  transgression  of  the  wicked  saith 
within  my  heart.  There  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his- 
eyes." 

"  There  is  none  that  doeth  good." 

The  number  who  fear  God  are  as  units ;  the  num- 
ber who  do  not  are  counted  by  tens  of  thousands. 
**  Except  the  Lord  of  hosts  had  left  imto  us  a  very 
small  remnant,  we  should  have  been  as  Sodom ;" 
but  the  multitudes  fear  not  God,  and  consequently 
cannot  do  good ;  for  a  corrupt  tree  cannot  bring 
forth  good  fruit. 

"The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon 
the  children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were 
any  that  did  understand,  and  seek  God.'^ 
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The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  in  the  days 
of  Noah,  and  saw  that  the  wickedncsH  of  man  was 
great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually. 
He  looked  down  from  heaven  on  each  succeeding 
generation,  wath  the  same  results.  It  was  the  tes- 
timony of  the  apostle  in  his  day  that,  "  the  whole 
world  lieth  in  wickedness."  We  are  no  better  than 
our  fathers  of  the  Antedeluviau  age.  If  God  in 
mercy  had  not  sworn  by  himself,  that  the  waters 
should  no  more  cover  the  earth,  there  might  have 
been  many  subsequent  floods;  for  every  generation 
in  its  turn  is  corrupt. 

"  They  are  all  gone  aside :  they  are  all  to- 
gether become  filthy :  there  is  none  that 
doeth  good,  no,  not  one." 

In  the  eyes  of  the  world  this  appears  a  libel  on 
mankind ;  but  God  is  tlie  judge ;  and  this  is  the 
character  he  gives  of  the  present,  as  of  every  pre- 
ceding generation. 

"  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  know- 
ledge? who  eat  up  my  people  as  they 
eat  breads 

There  is  in  every  generation  a  remnant  accord- 
ing to  the  election  of  grace  :  this  renmant  is  here 
called  his  people ;  they  are  hated,  because  their 
righteous  lives  condemn  the  lives  of  others ;  being 
hated  they  are  persecuted ;  for  how  can  moral  dark- 
ness and  Kght  dwell  together  in  harmony  :  the  dark- 
ness hateth  the  light,  because  it  reproveth,  and 
maketh  it  manifest  to  be  darkness ;  they  have  no 
knowledge,  therefore  they  "  eat  up  his  people  as 
they  eat  bread." 
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"  They  call  not  upon  the  Lord." 

God  is  light :  if  men  woidd  caD  on  him,  they 
woidd  come  into  his  light ;  but  they  eall  not  on 
God,  so  they  walk  on  in  darkness,  and  know  not 
whitlier  they  go,  because  darkness  hath  blinded 
their  eyes. 

**  There  were  they  in  great  fear :  for  God  lis  ia 
the  generation  of  the  righteous." 

The  period  referred  to,  is  future  :  it  is  to  the  com-^ 
ing  day  of  wrath,  when  God  shall  appear  in  hia 
glory,  at  the  head  of  his  chosen  people,  of  whom  it 
18  said,  "  This  is  the  generation  of  them  that  seek 
him,  that  seek  thy  face,  0  (God  of)  Jacob" — "  then 
will  the  nations  be  in  great  fear." 

"  Ye  have  shamed  the  counsel  of  the  poor,  but 
the  Lord  is  his  refuge." 

They  turned  his  glory  into  shame  when  they 
loved  vanity,  and  sought  after  leasing,  but  his  re- 
fuge was  in  God :  his  strong  habitation  to  which 
he  did  continually  resort.  Bus  defence  was  of  God 
who  saveth  the  upright  in  heart. 

"  Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out 
of  Zion  1  when  the  Lord  bringeth  back 
the  captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob  shall 
rejoice,  and  Israel  shall  be  glad." 

When  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be  come, 
(and  their  dispensation  of  grace  ended)  the  veil 
wiall  be  taken  away  from  the  nouse  of  Jacob  ;  and 
80  ^^  all  Israel  shall  be  saved ;  as  it  is  written,  "  There 
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shall  come  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  turn 
away  ungodlineBS  from  Jacob.  Christ  is  the  salva- 
tion, and  the  Deliverer,  of  Israel.  When  he  appears 
in  his  glory,  he  vrill  bring  back  the  captivity  of  his 
people  (his  own  literal  Israel)  then  "  Jacob  shall  re- 
joice, and  Israel  shall  be  glad."  From  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  they  shall  return  and  come  with  singing 
nnto  Zion,  and  everlasting  jov  shall  be  upon  tneir 
heads.  God  will  remember  his  mercy  and  truth 
toward  the  house  of  Israel ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  our  God»" 


PSALM     XV. 

1.  Lord,  who  shall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  ?  who 
shall  dwell  in  thy  holy  hill  I 

2.  He  thatKwaJketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  right- 
eousness, and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart. 

3.  He  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor 
doeth  evil  to  his  neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  re- 
proach against  his  neighbour. 

4.  In  whose  eyes  a  vile  person  is  contemned; 
but  he  honoiu'eth  them  that  fear  the  Lord.  He 
that  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth  not. 

5.  He  that  putteth  not  out  his  money  to  usury, 
nor  taketh  reward  against  the  innocent.  He  that 
doeth  these  thing-s  shaU  never  be  moved. 

"  Lord,  who  shall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  V^ 

The  tabernacle  here  referred  to,  is  God's  own 
immediate  residence  ;  to  be  in  very  deed  set  upon 
the  earth ;  as  it  is  written  "  My  tabernacle  also 
shall  be  with  them ;"  "  yea,  I  will  be  their  God, 
and  they  shall  be  my  people ;"  and  again,  "  Behold 
the  tabernacle  of  God  is  wath  men,  and  he  will 
dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and 
God  himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  then"  God." 

"  Who  shall  dweU  in  thy  holy  hill  t" 

The  tabernacle  of  God  will  be  where  his  holy 
hill  is ;  and  that  hiD  is  mount  Zion  :  as  it  is  written, 
"  Why  leap  ye,  ye  high  hiUs  ?  This  is  the  hill  which 
God  bath  chosen  to  dwell  in,  yea,  the  Lord  will  dwell 
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in  it  for  ever  :"  and  aeain,  "  The  Lord  hath  chosen 
Zion,  he  hath  desired  it  for  his  habitation ;  saying, 
"  This  is  my  rest  for  ever,  here  will  I  dwell ;  for  I 
have  desired  it."  This  great  point  of  doctrine  i» 
settled  and  sure,  let  who  will  gainsay  it ;  their  op- 
position is  not  to  man  but  to  God.  How  important 
IS  the  question — "  Who  shall  abide  and  have  their 
dwelling  there  ?"  Who  shall  be  admitted  to  tread 
the  courts  of  the  Lord,  and  behold  his  face  in  right- 
eousness f  Who  will  sit  down  witii  thee  at  thy 
table,  in  thy  kingdom,  and  sit  on  thrones  judging 
the  tribes  of  Israel  ?  Who  shall  be  able  to  stand 
before  God,  who  is  devouring  fire?  Who  shall 
dwell  with  everlasting  burnings  ? — "  He  that  hath 
clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart,  who  hath  not  lifted 
up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully  :  he 
shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righte- 
ousness from  the  God  of  his  salvation.''  And  again, 
"He  that  walketh  righteously,  and  speaketh  up- 
rightly ;  he  that  despiseth  the  gaia  of  oppressions, 
that  shaketh  his  hands  from  holding  of  bnbes,  that 
stoppeth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  blood,  and  shutteth 
his  eyes  from  seeing  evil ;  he  shall  dwell  on  high ; 
his  place  of  defence  shall  be  the  munitions  of  rocks ; 
bread  shall  be  given  him,  his  water  shall  be  sure. 
Thine  eyes  shall  see  the  king  in  his  beauty  ;  they 
shall  behold  the  land  that  is  very  far  off ;"  and  again 
as  in  the  words  of  this  Psalm, 
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He  that  walketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  right- 
eousness, and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his 
heart ;" 

He  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor 
doeth  evil  to  his  neighboiu*;  nor  taketh 
up  a  reproach  against  his  neighbour." 

In  whose  eyes  a  vile  person  is  contemned : 
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but  he  honoureth  them  that  fear  the  LordL 
He  that  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt  and 
changeth  not." 
"  He  that  putteth  not  out  his  money  to  usoiy, 
nor  taKeth  reward  aeainst  the  innocent : 
he  that  doeth  these  things  shall  never  be 
moved." 

It  is  the  perfect  man  whose  hands  are  clean,  and 
whose  heart  is  pure,  who  shall  stand  before  God, 
be  admitted  into  his  tabernacle,  and  dwell  in  his 
holy  hill.  But  how  can  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots!  for  we  are  aU  as 
a  corrupt  thing,  and  our  iniquities  like  the  wind 
have  carried  us  away.  God  has  provided  a  way 
of  recovery  by  a  simple  process — "  he  purifies  our 
hearts  by  faith,"  •'  by  faith  in  him  who  loved  us, 
and  gave  himself  for  us."  Faith  in  Christ's  blood, 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  win  back  the  heart  to  God, 
to  renew  us  in  the  spiiit  of  our  minds,  so  that  we 
shall  walk  uprightly,  work  righteousness,  speak  the 
truth  in  our  hearts,  do  no  injury  to  our  neighbour, 
but  seek  his  welfare;  for  "he  that  loveth  God,  loveth 
his  brother  also."  Faith  in  GJhrist  produces  peace 
with  God,  joy  in  God,  and  dependance  on  God  for 
the  promise  which  he  hath  promised,  even  eternal 
life  :  concerning  which  promise,  every  man  that 
hath  the  hope  thereof  abiding  in  him,  "  purifieth 
himself,  even  as  God  is  pure."  This  is  the  simple 
process  by  which  we  become  new  creatures  in 
Christ  Jesus,  are  changed  into  the  same  image  and 
so  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints 
in  light,  and  fitted  to  abide  in  his  tabernacle  and 
dweU  in  his  holy  hill.  "  This  is  the  victory  that  over- 
cometh  the  world,  even  our  faith."  "Who  is  he 
that  overcometh  the  world,  but  he  that  believeth 
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that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God."  He  that  believeth 
that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  believeth  that  he  hath 
redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of 
sins.  He  that  beheveth  that  his  sins  are  forgiven, 
is  thereby  enabled  to  lay  hold  on  the  promised  sal- 
vation, ajid  to  say, — "  Lord,  I  have  hoped  for  thy 
salvation,  and  done  thy  commandments."  Con- 
fidence in  God  renders  obedience  to  his  will  easy 
and  pleasant. 


PSALM     XV L 

1.  Preserve  me,  0  God :  for  in  thee  do  I  put  my 
trust. 

2.  0  my  soul,  thou  hast  said  imto  the  Lord,  Thou 
art  my  Lord  :  my  goodness  extendeth  not  to  thee  : 

3.  But  to  the  samts  that  are  in  the  eaith,  and  to 
the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my  delight. 

4.  Their  sorrows  shall  be  multiplied  that  hasten 
after  another  god :  their  drink  offerings  of  blood 
will  I  not  offer,  nor  take  up  their  names  into  my 
lips. 

5.  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance 
and  of  my  cup :  thou  maintainest  my  lot. 

().  The  Knos  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleasant  places; 
yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage, 

7.  I  A\'ill  bless  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me 
counsel ;  my  reins  also  instruct  me  in  the  night 
seasons. 

8.  I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me  :  because 
he  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved. 

9.  Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  re- 
joiceth  :  my  flesli  also  shall  i*est  in  hope  : 

10.  For  thou  wilt  not  leav«  mv  soul  in  hell ; 
neither  ^vilt  tliou  suffer  tliine  Holy  One  to  see  cor- 
ruption. 

11.  Thou  wilt  shew  me  the  path  of  life  :  in  thy 
presence  is  fulness  of  joy ;  at  thy  right  hand  there 
are  pleasures  for  evei*more. 

"  Preserve  me,  0  God :  for  in  thee  do  I  put  my 
trust" 
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The  concluding  part  ot  this  Psabn  shews  that  the 
speaker  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God :  for  he  there 
sa^  "  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither 
wilt  thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see  corruption." 
This,  then,  is  his  prayer,  "  Preserve  me,  0  God  :  for 
in  thee  do  I  put  my  trust :"  God's  preserving  arm 
is  invoked,  on  the  groimd  of  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  and  this  is  the  answer  of  God,  "  Because  he 
hath  put  his  trust  in  me,  therefore  will  I  deliver  him, 
I  will  set  him  on  high,  because  he  hath  known  my 
name."  "  They  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their 
trust  in  thee,  and  they  who  trust  in  thee  will  never 
be  confounded." 

"  0  my  soul,  thou  hast  said  unto  the  Lord, 
Thou  art  my  Lord." 

The  head  of  every  man  is  Christ,  and  the  head  of 
Christ  is  God :  As  man,  the  Father  is  greater  than 
he  "  for  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  sei*vant," 
and  God  speaks  of  him  thus  :  "  Behold  my  servant 
whom  I  have  chosen,  mine  elect  in  whom  my  soul 
delighteth."  God  hath  raised  up  Christ  as  the  Son 
of  man,  to  be  Lord  of  all ;  as  it  is  written,  "  AU 
things  are  delivered  to  me  of  my  Father ;"  but  he 
himself  is  excepted,  and  this  is  expressed  in  the 
words,  "  Thou  art  my  Lord." 

"  My  goodness  extendeth  not  to  thee ;  but  to 
the  saints  that  are  in  the  earth,  and  to 
the  excellent." 

Christ  is  the  great  channel,  through  whom  the 
divine  goodness  flows ;  with  God  is  the  fountain  of 
life :  the  goodness  of  Christ  cannot  extend  to  the  Fa- 
thcTy  because  it  proceeds  from  him ;  but  it  extends^ 
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and  flows  down  copiously  upon  the  saints  that  are 
in  the  earth ;  and  where  "  two  or  three  are  met 
together  in  his  name,"  there  truly  is  he  in  the 
midst  of  them,  to  bless  them  and  to  do  them  good : 
he  is  a  companion  of  all  them  that  fear  God ;  their 
friend  and  %other,  their  stay  and  their  Btrengtii ;  s 
present  help  in  the  time  of  need.  He  calls  his  saints 
"  the  excellent  of  the  earth :"  chosen  of  him  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  they  should  be 
holy,  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love.  What- 
ever excellence  they  possess,  they  have  received 
from  him,  and  in  themL  beholds  L  own  image  re- 
fleeted. 

"  In  whom  is  aD  his  deHght." 

Before  the  foimdation  of  the  world  "  his  deUghts 
were  with  the  sons  of  men,"  even  with  as  many  as 
the  Father  had  given  to  him.  These  are  they  that 
keep  his  commandments,  and  abide  in  his  love,  even 
as  he  kept  the  Father's  commandments,  and  con- 
tinued in  his  love.** 

'*  Their  sorrows  shall  be  multiplied  that  hasten 
after  another  god." 

Every  man  is  an  idolater,  whose  affections  are 
not  set  on  God  :  the  ruling  desire  of  the  heart  is 
the  idolatrous  object :  some  idolatries  are  of  the 
grosser  sort,  such  as  meats  and  drinks, — "  whose 
god  is  their  belljr,*'  or  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  whose 
covetousness  is  idolatry  :  other  idolatries  may  be  of 
a  more  refined  cast :  parents  may  idolize  their 
children ;  or  the  youth  of  either  sex  may  idolize 
each  other :  it  is  unmaterial  in  the  si^ht  of  Qod^ 
whether  the  object  of  supreme  regard  be  mental  or 
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'Corporeal ;  the  throne  of  the  heart  is  occupied  by 
another  than  Himself;  that  soul  is  au  idolater ;  and 
all  idolaters  shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that 
bumeth  with  fire  and  brimstone.  "  Their  sorrows 
shall  be  multiplied  that  hasten  after  another  god — 
sorrows  of  the  most  poi^ant  description;  "  weeping 
and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth."  Sorrows  ever 
multiplying  and  interminable  ;  for  "  I  am  the  Lord, 
that  IS  my  name,  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  (or 
suffer  to  be  given  with  unpunity)  to  another,  nor 
my  praise  to  graven  images.'' 

"  Their  drink  offerings  of  blood  will  I  not  offer, 
nor  take  up  their  names  iiito  my  Kps." 

We  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  but  not 
one  who  will  accept  of  every  brief  put  into  his 
hands :  there  are  many  whose  names  he  will  not 
take  into  his  lips,  even  those  "  who  hasten  after 
^another  god  :'*  who,  while  they  worship  liim  exter- 
nally, and  make  many  prayers  publicly  and  pri- 
vately, have,  notwithstanding,  a  secret  idol  who 
takes  the  place  of  God  in  their  affections.  The 
Lord  wiU  be  no  intercessor  for  such,  because  they 
regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts,  "  for  if  I  regard  ini- 
quity in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me." 
That  man  is  in  a  woeful  condition  for  whom  Christ 
will  not  intercede,  for  there  is  but "  one  Mediator  be- 
tween God  and  man,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus.'' 

"  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance 
and  of  my  cup  :  thou  maintainest  my  lot." 

Here  is  manifested  supreme  delight  in  God.  As  the 
Father  hath  loved  the  Son,  and  given  all  things 
into  his  hands,  so  doth  the  Son  love  the  Father;  de- 
S 
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siring  him  only  for  the  pcatiou  of  his  inheritance. 
"  Whom  have  1  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  neither  is  there 
any  on  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee  :  my  heart 
and  my  flesh  shall  faint  and  fail,  but  God  is  the 
strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  fer  ever.  My 
soul  thirsteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God :  when 
BJiaU  I  come  and  appear  before  God  V* 

"The  lines   are  fallen  unto   me  in  pleasant 
places ;  yea,  T  have  a  goodly  heritage." 

He  could  not  say  this  in  regard  to  any  earthly 
heritage  or  possession,  "for  the  foxes  had  holes, 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  I"  he  looked 
forward  to  the  glory  to  which  he  is  now  exalted : 
"  seated  in  heavenly  places  ;*'  his  goodly  heritage, 
the  "  New  Jerusalem,''  that  "  city  which  hath  foun- 
dations, whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 


"  I  will  bless  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me 
counsel,  mv  reins  also  instruct  me  in  the 
night  season." 

"  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with  thy  counsel :"  he 
ever  acted  under  the  guidance  of  God ;  for  the 
words  he  spake,  he  spake  not  of  himself;  they  were 
given  him  from  God ;  he  was  the  oracle  oi  God ; 
and  all  his  movements  were  by  his  special  guidance ; 
he  did  not  go  hither  and  thither,  as  inclination 
might  lead  him  ;  his  outgoings  and  incomings  were 
diiected  by  God — **  not  my  wall  but  thine  be  done,'* 
was  the  rule  of  his  life.  Thus  God  was  his  counsellor 
and  guide  continually ;  and  his  soul  W8U3  drawn  to 
bless  him ;  "  I  will  bless  the  Lord  who  hath  given 
me  counsel."     Li  the  night  season  also,  he  was  in- 
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«tructed ;  his  eyes  prevented  the  niglit  watches  that 
he  might  meditate  on  God's  word:  *'hi8  delight 
was  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  law  did  he 
meditate  day  and  night."  Thus  he  was  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  rivers  of  waters;  contimially  bringing 
ibrth  fruit  unto  God. 

"  I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me  :  be- 
cause he  is  At  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not 
be  moved." 

Are  there  any  of  the  sons  of  men,  in  any  age, 
"who  could  truly  say,  "  I  have  set  the  Lord  always 
before  me  f  The  man  Christ  Jesus  alone,  lived 
continually  in  the  presence  of  God :  never  suflFered 
God  to  be  out  of  his  mind ;  therefore,  he  always 
did  those  things  that  please  him.  Jesus  walked 
with  God.  God  was  his  miceasing  companion,  and 
couinsellor,  his  strong  habitation,  to  which  he  did 
continually  resort ;  hence  his  boldness :  he  feared 
not  the  face  of  man :  he  knew  that  God  was  at  his 
right  hand,  which  w^as  the  secret  of  his  strength, 
"  Because  he  is  at  my  right  hand  I  shall  not  be 
moved." 

**  Therefore  my  heart  is  glad." 

As  there  never  was  sorrow  like  unto  his  sorrow^ 
so  was  there  never  joy  so  exalted,  so  refined,  so 

{mre  :  there  were  seasons  when  he  rejoiced  in  spirit 
or  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him ;  which  joy  con- 
sisted in  "seeing  of  the  h-avail  of  his  soul" — in  behold- 
ing the  imiumerable  multitudes  "  who  have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made  tliem  white  in  his  blood." 
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"  And  my  glory  rejoiceth."  * 

He  whom  he  chose  for  his  portion,  was  his  glory : 
as  he  saith,  "  I  will  sing  and  give  praise,  even  unto 
my  glory."  Thus,  also  He  who  was  his  glory  rejoiced 
over  him,  saying,  "  This  is  ray  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased." 


4< 


My  flesh  also  shall  rest  in  hope.** 


As  concerning  his  body,  he  parted  with  it  in  sure 
hope  of  returning  to  it  again,  not  as  a  natiu*al  but  as 
a  spiritual  body ;  therefore  did  his  flesh  rest  in 
hope  !  0  it  was  in  his  case  but  a  brief  separation  ; 
the  sun  only  set  twice,  when  he  resumed  it  to  die 
no  more.  So  is  our  separation  from  the  body,  but 
as  a  moment,  when  compared  with  the  eternal  and 
inseparable  imion  which  is  to  be  formed  at  the  re- 
velation of  Christ ;  for  "  God  who  hath  raised  up 
the  Lord  Jesus,  will  raise  up  us  also  by  Jesus." 

"  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  hell ;  neither 
wilt  thou  sufler  thy  Holy  One  to  see  cor- 
ruption." 

"  God  shall  redeem  my  soul  from  the  power  of  the 
grave,  for  he  shall  receive  me."  As  for  David,  he 
saw  corruption ;  but  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing 
that  God  had  sworn  with  an  oath,  to  him,  that  of  the 
fruit  of  his  loins,  he  would  raise  up  Christ  to  sit  on  his 
throne ;  he,  seeing  this  before,  spake  of  the  resm"- 
rection  of  Christ,  that  his  soul  was  not  left  in  hell, 
neither  his  flesh  did  see  corruption."  He  knew  that 
Christ  could  not  occupy  his  throne  in  perpetuity 
without  immortality  :  hence  he  foresaw  that  he  must 
rise  from  the  dead ;  he  foresaw  also  that  that  resur- 
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rection  would  be  immediate,  before  the  body  could 
be  tainted  with  corruptiou;  because  he  was  the  holy 
one  of  God.  "  Thou  nialt  not  leave  my  soul  in 
helL"  "  Now  that  he  ascended,  what  is  it  but  that 
he  also  first  descended  into  the  lower  parts  of  the 
earth  ;  he  that  descended  is  the  same  also  who  as- 
cended up  far  above  all  heavens,  that  he  might  fill 
all  things :"  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth  is  hell,  the 
place  of  the  condemned,  as  it  is  written,  "  But  those 
that  seek  my  life,  to  destroy  it,  they  shall  go  into 
the  lower  parts  of  the  earth,"  of  which,  the  whale's 
belly,  into  which  Jonah  was  cast,  is  a  type.  "  Gut 
of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I,  and  thou  heardest  me." 
And  again,  "  The  earth  with  her  bars  was  about 
me  for  ever.'*  Into  tliis  fearful  abyss  our  Lord  Jesus 
went  when  he  left  the  body,  to  the  intent  that  he 
might  open  a  door  of  hope  to  the  first  occupants  of 
that  awful  abode :  he  went  down  into  the  lowest 
hell,  where  the  antedehxxaaiis  are,  and  "  preached 
the  gospel  to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they  mi^ht 
be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh,  but  live 
accordmg  to  God  m  the  spirit."  See  1st  Peter, 
iii.  19.  Our  Lord  did  not  go  into  paradise  imtil 
after  his  resurrection,  and  after  forty  days'  sojourn 
upon  the  earth,  neither  did  he  say  to  the  thief  on 
the  cross,  "  Thou  shalt  be  with  me  to-day  in  para- 
dise ;"  but  he  said,  "  Verily,  /  say  unto  thee  to-dai/ — 
Thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise" — The  petition  of 
the  malefactor  was — "  Lord,  remember  me,  when 
thou  comest.  to  thy  kingdom" — the  answer  was, 
"  Yea,  I  promise  thee  even  in  this,  the  day  of  my 
deepest  numiliation,  that  thou  shalt  be  with  me  iii 
my  Kingdom,  and  in  paradise."  How  could  he  have 
promised  that  that  (lay  he  would  be  ^^ath  him  in 
paradise,  seeing  that  in  the  morning  of  his  resur- 
rection, he  had  not  yet  gone  up  thither — *^  I  am  not 
yet  ascended  to  my  Father." 
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**  Thou  wilt  shew  me  the  path  of  life :  in  thjr 

Eresence  is  the  fulness  of  joy :  at  thy  right 
and  are  pleasures  for  evermore." 

**  The  path  of  life  is  above  to  the  wise ;  and  who 
so  wise  as  him,  in  w^hom,  is  "  hid  all  the  treasures  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge."  He  came  down  from- 
above,  where  the  path  of  life  is,  to  deliver  us  from 
the  paths  of  the  destroyer ;  and  now  he  is  returned 
to  where  he  was  before ;  even  to  the  presence  of 
God,  "  where  there  is  fulness  of  joy,  and  to  his  right 
hand,  where  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore." 
While  he  sojoimied  (wi  earth,  ho  longed  for  the  day, 
when,  his  great  work  befaig  accompfished,  he  might 
again  return  to  his  Father  and  our  Father,  to  his 
God  and  our  God."  "  One  thing  have  I  desired 
of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after ;  that  I  may  dwell 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  (end- 
less) life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  enquire  in  his  temple  l" 
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1.  Hear  the  right,  0  Lord,  attend  unto  my  cry, 
rive  ear  unto  my  prayer,  that  goeth  not  out  of 
feigned  lips. 

2.  Let  my  sentence  come  forth  from  thy  presence ; 
let  thine  eyes  behold  the  things  that  are  equal 

3.  Thou  hast  proved  mine  heart ;  thou  hast 
visited  me  in  the  night;  thou  hast  tried  me,  and 
shalt  find  nothing :  I  am  purposed  that  my  mouth 
shall  not  transgress. 

4.  Concerning  the  works  of  men,  by  the  word  of 
thy  lips  I  have  kept  me  from  the  paths  of  the  des- 
troyer. 

5.  Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slip  not. 

6.  I  have  called  upon  thee,  for  thou  wilt  hear  me, 
0  God :  incline  thine  ear  imto  me,  and  hear  my 
speech. 

7.  Shew  thy  marvellous  loving-kindness,  0  thou 
that  savest  by  thy  right  hand  them  which  put  their 
trust  in  thee  from  those  that  rise  up  against  them. 

8.  Keep  me  as  the  apple  of  the  eye ;  hide  me 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings, 

9.  From  the  wicked  that  oppress  me,  from  my 
deadly  enemies,  who  compass  me  about. 

10.  They  are  enclosed  in  their  own  fat :  with  their 
mouth  they  speak  proudly. 

11.  They  have  now  compassed  us  in  our  steps; 
they  have  set  their  eyes  bowing  down  to  the  earth ; 

12.  Like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey,  and 
as  it  were  a  young  lion  lurking  in  secret  places. 
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13.  Aiise,  0  Lord,  disappoint  him,  cast  him  down  - 
deliver  my  soul  from  the  wicked,  which  is  thy  sword- 

14.  From  men  which  are  thy  hand,  0  Lord,  from 
men  of  the  world,  which  have  their  portion  in  this- 
life,  and  whose  belly  thou  fillest  with  thy  hid  treasm-e : 
they  are  full  of  children,  and  leave  the  rest  of  their 
substance  to  their  babes. 

15.  As  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteous- 
ness :  I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy 
likeness. 

m 

**  Hear  the  ri^t,  0  Lord ;  attend  imto  my  cry, 
give  ear  imto  my  prayer,  that  goeth  not 
out  of  feigned  lips." 

God  is  an  impartial  Judge.  He  is  the  Judge  of 
all  the  earth,  and  will  do  right.  "  Righteous  art 
thou,  0  Lord,  and  upright  are  thy  judgments."  "  I 
know  that  the  Lord  will  maintain  the  cause  of  the 
afflicted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor."  To  this  righte- 
ous God  does  Chnst  appeal,  "Hear  the  right,  0 
Lord ;  attend  imto  my  cry,"  because  it  h  just,  and 
because  it  is  true,  and  goeth  not  out  of  feigned  lips." 

"  Let  my  sentence  come  foiih  from  thy  pre- 
sence ;  let  thine  eyes  behold  the  thmgs 
that  are  equal." 

A  guilty  conscience  dreads  the  sentence  of  God^ 
knowing  that  it  must  be  a  sentence  of  condemna-- 
tion  :  but  to  him  who  knew  no  sin,  the  sentence  of 
God  was  invoked,  on  the  ground  of  its  impartiality 
and  equity ;  **  Tliiue  eyes,  0  Lord,  do  behold  the 
the  things  that  are  equal,"  therefore,  let  my  sentence 
"  come  forth  from  thy  presence."  In  him  was  per-- 
fect  truth,  which  could  bear  the  full  blaze  of  li^t, 
even  of  God's  all-seeing  eyes. 
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**  Thou  hast  proved  mine  heart :  thou  hast 
visited  me  in  the  night :  thou  hast  tried 
me,  and  shalt-find  nothing." 

In  another  Psahn.  he  prays  thus  :  "  Search  me,  O 
God,  and  try  my  heart ;  prove  me  and  know  my 
thoughts ;  and  see  iJF  there  be  any  way  of  wicked- 
ness in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting."* 
That  prayer  appears  to  have  been  answered  by  the 
approving  sentence  of  God  :  "  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.''  Now  he  refers 
to  this  approving  sentence  of  God :  "  Thou  hast 
proved  mme  heart,"  Here  was  indeed  the  perfect 
man — the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  who  did  no' 
on,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth,  who  when 
he  waa  reviled,  reviled  not  again,  but  conmiitted 
kimself  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously."  Of  all; 
seasons,  the  night  is  that  in  wiiich  man  is  most 
likely  to  be  found  off  his  guard.  God  therefore 
visited  him  in  the  night,  to  try  him,  and  to  judge* 
whether  he  should  still  find  him  pure  in  his  sight. 
God  beheld  him-  to  be  the  same  by  night  as  by  day,, 
"for  his  eyes  prevented  the  night  watches,  that  ne 
might  meditate  on  his  word ;"  he  found  him  at  mid- 
night rising  to  give  thanks  unto  him,  because  of  his 
righteous  judgments;  he  beheld  him  preventing 
the  dawning  of  the  diay,  that  he  might  cry  unto- 
God ;  hoping  in  his  word.  Thus,  when  God  visited 
him  in  the  night,  and  tried  him,  he  foimd  nothing  ;, 
no  imperfection,  no  flaw :  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  mght,  Jesus  Christ  was  the  holy  one  of  God.. 
The  first  Adam  fell  on  the  first  temptation:  the 
second  was  proof  against  innumerable  temptations,, 
spread  over  a  period  of  years.  To  these  tempta- 
tions he  refers,  when  holding  out  the  hope  of  glory 
to  his  disciples,  "  Ye  are  they  who  have  continuedB 
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with  me  in  my  temptations,  and  I  appoint  unto  you 
a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  nnto  me.'" 

"  Concerning  the  works  of  men,  by  the  word 
of  thy  hps,  I  have  kept  me  from  the  patha 
of  the  destroyer." 

Thus  it  was  in  his  temptation  in  the  wilderness, 
when  the  tempter  came  to  him  ;  "  by  the  word  of 
thy  Kps,  I  have  kept  me  from  the  paths  of  the  des- 
troyer." He  took  unto  him  the  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  the  word  of  God ;  and  hath  left  us  an  ex- 
ample, how  we  also,  are  in  like  manner,  to  be  kept 
from  the  paths  of  the  destroyer.  Our  adversary 
the  Devil,  goeth  about  (going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth, 
and  walking  up  and  down  in  it)  as  a  roaring  lion, 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour  ;  and  there  is  no  re- 
sisting him,  by  any,  but  by  such  as  have  on  the  whole 
armour  of  GoH  :  the  helmet  of  salvation  ;  the  breast- 
plate of  righteousness,  and  especially  the  shield  of 
faith,  wherewith  are  quenched  all  his  fiery  darts ; 
and  which  shield  is  inchspensable,  even  while  using 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit.  It  is  not  an  imaginary, 
but  a  real  conflict,  wliich  has  to  be  fought  by  every 
soldier  of  Christ,  "  against  principaUties  and  powers, 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world ; 
against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places."  Thus, 
by  the  word  of  his  lips,  shall  we  be  kept  from  the 
paths  of  the  destroyer:  for  the  "Lord  giveth  wisdom, 
out  of  his  mouth  cometh  knowledge  and  under- 
standing." 

"  Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slip  not." 

No  man  can  hold  up  his  own  goings  for  a  single 
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hour:  he  must  be  upheld  by  God.  Even  Christ 
himself  (who  is  here  the  speaker)  required  continual 
support,  for  it  is  written,  that  **he  through  the  Eter- 
nal Spirit  presented  himself  without  spot  unto  God." 
When  he  took  on  him  a  creature  form,  a  creature 
existence,  he  did  not  come  to  shew  its  independence 
of  the  Creator,  but  the  very  opposite  ;  and  thus  we 
find  him,  in  all  tlie  Psalms,  leaning  on  God  for  aU 
things ;  and  this  entire  confidence  m  God,  was  re- 
sponded to,  in  imparting  to  him  strength  and  power 
continually :  for  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  restea  upon 
him  ;  the  spirit  of  wisdom,  and  understanding ;  of 
counsel  and  might ;  making  him  of  quick  mider- 
standiu^  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  holding  up  his 
goin^  m  the  divine  paths,  so  that  his  footsteps  did 
not  sup. 

'*  I  have  called  upon  thee,  for  thou  wilt  hear 
me,  0  God ;  mcUne  thine  ear  imto  me, 
and  hear  my  speech." 

"  Before  they  call  I  will  answer,  and  while  they 
are  yet  speaking,  I  will  hear."  These  words  are 
true  of  Israel,  in  the  days  of  Messiah's  glory ;  but 
they  are  true  of  Messiah  himself  in  the  days  of  his 
fleeh,  and  to  this  he  bears  testimony  at  the  grave  of 
Lazarus,  saying  in  liis  prayer,  "  I  knew  that  thou 
hearest  me  always."  "  1  have  called  upon  thee,  for 
thou  vnlt  hear  me,  0  God." 

•*  Shew  thy  marvellous  loving-kindness,  0  thou 
that  savest  by  thy  right  hand  them  which 
put  their  trust  in  thee  from  those  that  rise 
up  against  them." 

How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindncrfs,  0  God: 
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therefore  the  sons  of  men  put  their  trust  under  the 
fihadow  of  thy  win^ ;  who  art  their  safeguard  from 
all  that  rise  up  agamst  them.  The  marvellous  lov- 
ing-kindness of  God  to  mankind  is  shewn  in  the 
gift  of  his  Son.  Christ,  in  speaking  to  Nicodemus, 
refers  to  this,  as  being  of  the  heavenly  things  which  it 
would  be  hard  for  him  to  believe — how  shall  ye 
believe,  if  I  tell  yoii  of  heavenly  things?  for  "God 
BO  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  beffotten 
Son" — gave  him  to  the  death  for  us  all.  God  him- 
self commends  this  gift,  as  the  highest  proof  of  his 
love  to  us :  "  for  scarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will 
one  die ;  yet,  peradventure,  for  a  good  pian  some 
would  even  dare  to  die  ;"  but  God  conmiendeth  his 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  (re- 
bels)  Chiist  died  for  us  :  this  indeed  was  marvellous 
loving-kindness:  "  0  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord 
for  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  unto 
the  children  of  men." 

"  Keep  me  as  the  apple  of  the  eye." 

The  apple  of  the  eye  is  preserved  with  great 
care ;  it  is  the  most  delicate  member  of  the  body, 
and  the  care  for  it  is  instinctive  ;  in  a  moment,  on 
the  slightest  approach  of  danger,  the  eye-lid,  its 
faithful  protector,  is  re^dy  to  cover  it ;  so  is  God,  a 
present  help  to  all  who  trust  in  him. 


i< 


Hide  me  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings." 


"He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the 
Most  High,  sh€Jl  abide  under  the  shadow  of  th,e 
Almighty :"  "  he  shall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers, 
and  mider  his  wings  shalt  thou  trust :"  God  was  his 
hiding-place :  he  dwelt  under  his  shadow  with 
great  delight,  and  with  perfect  security. 
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"  From  the  wicked  that  oppress  me,  from  my 
deadly  enemies,  who  compass  me  about." 

He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted :  for  they 
hated  him  without  a  cause,  and  for  his  love  they 
were  his  enemies ;  yea,  they  were  his  deadly 
enemies,  for  they  thirsted  for  his  life,  and  never 
rested  until  they  had  (as  they  thought)  made  an 
end  of  him. 


« 


They  are  enclosed  in  their  own  fat." 


The  real  man  is  within  :  the  body  is  but  the  shell, 
in  which  the  kernel  has  its. habitation.  Men  are 
inclosed :  they  are  clothed  upon :  om:  bodies  are  our 
earthly  tabernacle  :  soon  as  the  golden  bowl  breaks 
at  the  cistern,  we  fly  a.way ;  conducted  (if  we  have 
done  good)  by  the  angels  of  God,  to  the  paradise 
above:  (but  if  we  have  done  evil)  by  demons  to  the 
pit  of  destruction.  "The  wicked  are  enclosed  in 
their  own  fat." 


u 


With  their  mouth  they  speak  proudly." 


They  consider  themselves  secure  in  their  enclo- 
sure, and  secretly  trust  that  they  cannot  be  removed; 
therefore  pride  compasseth  them  about  as  a  chain  ; 
with  their  mouth  they  speak  proudly.  Thev  have 
set  their  mouth  against  the  heavens,  and  their 
tongue  walketh  through  the  earth,  and  they  say  (in 
their  hearts)  "  How  doth  God  know  I  and  is  there 
knowledge  in  the  Most  High  1" 


ti 


They  have  now  compassed  us  in  our  steps : 
they  have  set  their  eyes  bowing  down  to 
the  earth." 
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"  Like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey,  and 
as  it  were  a  young  Hon  hirking  in  secret 
places." 

They  came  rounrd  about  him  daDy  like  water; 
■with  malignant  intent ;  for  they  said,  "  When  shaH 
he  die,  and  his  name  perish  ?"  Why  did  they  thus 
bear  him  snch  cruel  hatred  ?  Because  his  works 
were  righteous,  and  theirs  were  evil.  ''  The  world 
^cannot  hate  you  (said  he  to  his  unbelie\4ng  kin- 
-dred)  but  me  it  hateth,  because  I  testify  of  it,  that 
the  works  thereof  are  evil."  The  upper  classes 
were  his  bitter  enenaies ;  thev  set  their  eves  on  him 
for  evil,  and  he  knew  well  then*  dark  designs,  "  for  he 
knew  all  men,  and  needed  not  that  any  should  tes- 
tify of  man  :  for  he  knew  what  was  in  man." 

"  Arise.  0  Lord;  disappoint  him,  cast  him  down: 
deliver  my  soul  from  the  wacked,  who  are 
thy  sword :  from  men  who  are  thy  hand, 
0  Lord." 

Did  God  disappoint  them?  not  in  the  first  instance, 
for  he  was  delivered  into  their  hands,  to  mock,  and 
to  scourge,  and  to  crucify  him.  How  then  were 
they  disappointed  ?  In  that  they  could  not  prevent 
liis  rising  again  from  the  dead.  Th-e  last  error,  said 
Ihey,  will  be  worse  than  the  first,  if  the  body  is  not  sc- 
oured; for  he  said,  "On  the  third  day  I  -wiW  nse  again." 
Command  therefore  that  the  sopulchi'e  be  made 
sure  until  the  third  dav.  So  thev  sealed  the  stone, 
and  set  a  watch.  Would  they  not  have  trimnphcd 
over  him  as  an  impostor,  could  they  have  produced 
his  dead  body,  on  or  after  the  third  day  ?  God 
disappointed  tliem,  and  the  name  which  they  thus 
expected  to  perish,   became  a  name  above  every 
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name,  both  in  tliis  world  and  in  that  which  is  to 
come.  How  soon  also  were  they  cast  down,  and 
their  name  and  nation,  not  indeed  obliteratedi,  but 
made  a  derision,  and  a  reproach  in  all  the  eai-th. 

The  wicked  are  God's  sword;  they  are  the  instru- 
ments bjr  which  he  works,  to  accomplish  all  his 
vnae  designs :  they  are  his  battle-axe,  and  his  wea- 
pons of  war  ;  but  as  the  sea  which  obeys  his  decree, 
and  camiot  pass  the  bounds  which  he  has  appointed, 
80  cannot  men  or  nations,  in  their  deadly  hostihty, 
proceed  one  step  farther  than  he  peruiiis.  How 
often  did  God  punish  his  people,  Israel,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  surrounding  nations?  The 
Moabites,  the  Ammonites,  the  Philistines,  the  Syrians, 
Assyrians,  Chaldeans,  and  lastly,  the  Romans  ?  All 
these  nations  were  his  hand,  and  his  sword,  to  do 
"whatsoever  his  counsel  and  purpose  determined  be- 
fore to  be  done :  howbeit  they  meant  not  so :  this 
>vas  far  indeed  from  the  minds  of  the  combatants  ; 
they  all  had  definite  purposes  of  their  own,  but  which 
were  made  subservient  to  his  great  designs :  when 
these  were  accomplished,  then  he  brought  their 
counsels  to  nought,  and  made  their  devices  to  be- 
come of  none  effect. 

"  From  men  of  the  world,  which  have  their 
portion  in  this  life.'' 

How  easy  it  would  be  for  every  one  to  ascertain 
for  himself,  whether  he  was  of  God  or  of  the  world ; 
if  he  would  put  this  searching  question  to  liis  own 
heart — Where  is  my  portion  ?  or  where  do  I  desire 
to  have  my  portion  ?  If  it  is  in  this  life,  then  am  I  a 
man  of  the  world,  and  shall  be  condemned  with  the 
world.  Such  is  the  deceitfulness  of  the  heart,  that 
men  will  practise  deceit  upon  themselves,  and  per- 
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suade  themselves  that  their  portion  is  above,  while 
all  the  time  their  hearts  are  going  after  their  covetu- 
ousness ;  but  touch  their  gold  and  silver,  or  the  idols 
upon  which  they  have  set  fheir  affections ;  and  then 
it  will  be  manifest  that  they  are  of  this  world.  0 
what  folly  I  to  be  engrossed  with  that  which  we 
must  leave  for  ever  at  the  portals  of  death,  and 
neglect  Him  who  is  willing  to  become  our  everlast- 
ing portion ;  "in  whose  presence  is  fulness  of  joy; 
;at  whose  right  hand  are  pleasures  for  evermore." 

"  Whose  belly  thou  fillest  with  thy  hid  treasure: 
they  are  full  of  children,  and  leave  the  rest 
of  their  substance  to  their  babes." 

God  gives  to  men  hidden  treasure ;  he  gives 
them  children  ;  he  implants  the  parental  feeling ;  so 
that  though  evil  themselves,  they  know  to  do  weD  to 
their  own;  they  labour  to  provide  for,  and  leave  "the 
rest  of  their  substance  to  their  babes.*' 

"  As  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righte- 
ousness." 

As  for  me,  my  portion  is  not  in  this  life  :  God  is 
the  portion  of  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my  cup  :  in 
him  is  my  glory  :  all  my  desire  is  to  be  with  him, 
to  behold  his  beauty,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 
"  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is 
none  that  I  desire  on  earth  besides  thee  :  my  heart 
rand  my  flesh  shall  faint  and  fail ;  but  thou  art  the 
strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever." 
"  I  shall  be  satisfied,  when  I  awake  in  thy  likeness." 
In  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  he  did  awake. 
The  Captain  of  our  salvation  arose  ;  the  great  con- 
tqueror  hath  for  us  abohshed  deaths  and  overcome 
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him  that  had  the  power  of  death.  Christ  is  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  is  become  the  first  fruits  of 
them  that  sleep  :  now  he  is  satisfied ;  now  he  hath 
awaked  in  his  Father's  likeness ;  the  brightness  of 
his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person. 


PSALM    XVIII. 

1.  I  will  love  thee,  0  Lord,  my  strength. 

2.  The  Lord  is  my  rock,  aud  my  fortress,  and 
my  deliverer ;  my  God,  my  strength,  in  whom  I  will 
trust ;  mv  buckler,  and  the  horn  of  my  salvation, 
and  my  high  tower. 

3.  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be 
praised :  so  shall  I  be  saved  from  mine  enemies. 

4.  The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and  the 
floods  of  ungodly  men  made  me  afraid. 

5.  The  sorrows  of  hell  compassed  me  about ;  the 
snares  of  death  prevented  me. 

6.  In  my  distress  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and 
cried  unto  my  God  :  he  heard  my  voice  out  of  his 
temple,  and  my  cry  came  before  him,  even  into  his 
ears. 

7.  Then  the  earth  shook  and  trembled ;  the  foun- 
dations also  of  the  hills  moved  and  were  shaken, 
because  he  was  wroth. 

8.  There  went  up  a  smoke  out  of  his  nostrils,  and 
fire  out  of  his  mouth  devoured :  coals  were  kindled 
bv  it. 

9.  He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down : 
and  darkness  was  under  his  feet. 

10.  And  he  rode  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly ;  yea, 
he  did  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

11.  He  made  darkness  his  secret  place ;  his  pa- 
villion  round  about  him  were  dark  waters  and  thick 
clouds  of  the  skies. 

12.  At  the  brightness  that  was  before  him  his 
thick  clouds  passed,  hail  stones  and  coals  of  fire. 
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13.  The  Lord  also  thundered  in  theheayeng,  and 
the  Highest  gave  his  voice  ;  hail  stones  and  coals 
'Of  fire. 

14.  Yea,  he  sent  out  his  arrows,  and  scattered 
them ;  and  he  shot  out  lightnings,  and  discomfited 
them. 

15.  Then  the  channels  of  waters  were  seen,  and 
the  foundations  of  the  world  were  discovered  at  thy 
rebuke,  0  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the  breath  of  thy 
nostrils. 

16.  He  sent  from  above,  he  took  me,  he  drewm© 
out  of  many  waters. 

17.  He  delivered  me  from  my  strong  enemy,  and 
from  them  which  hated  me  :  for  they  were  too  strong 
for  me. 

18  They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity: 
but  the  Lord  was  my  stay. 

19.  He  brought  me  forth  also  into  a  large  place; 
he  delivered  me  because  he  delighted  in  me. 

20.  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my 
righteousness;  according  to  the  cleanness  of  my 
hands  hath  he  recompensed  me. 

21  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and 
hsLve  not  wickedly  d^arted  from  my  God. 

22.  For  all  his  judgments  were  before  me,  and  I 
-did  not  put  away  his  statutes  from  me. 

23.  I  was  also  upright  before  him,  and  I  kept 
myself  from  mine  iniquity. 

24.  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  recompensed  me 
ticcording  to  my  righteousness,  accordmg  to  the 
cleanness  of  my  hands  in  his  eyesight. 

25.  With  the  merciful  thou  wilt  shew  thyself 
merciful ;  with  an  upright  man  thou  wilt  shew  thy- 
self upright ; 

26.  With  the  pure  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  pure  ; 
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and  with  the  froward  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  fro- 
ward. 

27.  For  thou  wilt  save  the  afflicted  people  ;  but 
-wilt  bring  down  high  looks. 

28.  For  thou  wilt  light  my  candle :  the  Lord  my 
Ood  will  enlighten  my  darkness. 

29.  For  by  thee  I  have  run  through  a  troop ;  and 
by  my  God  have  I  leaped  over  a  wall. 

30.  As  for  God,  his  way  is  perfect :  the  word  of 
the  Lord  is  tried ;  he  is  a  buckler  to  all  those  that 
trust  in  him. 

31.  For  who  is  God  save  the  Lord  ?  or  who  is  a 
rock  save  our  God  ? 

32.  It  is  God  that  girdeth  me  with  strength,  and 
maketh  my  way  perfect. 

33.  He  maketh  my  feet  like  hinds'  feet,  and 
jsetteth  me  upon  my  lugh  places. 

34.  He  teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  so  that  a  bow 
ot  steel  is  broken  by  mine  arms. 

35.  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  shield  of  thy 
Balvation  :  and  thy  right  hand  hath  holden  me  up, 
and  thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great. 

26.  Thou  hast  enlarged  my  steps  under  me,  that 
my  feet  did  not  sKp. 

37.  I  have  pursued  mine  enemies,  and  overtaken 
them  ;  neither  did  I  turn  again  till  they  were  coi>- 
flumed. 

38.  I  have  wounded  them,  that  they  were  not 
able  to  rise  :  they  are  fallen  under  my  feet. 

39.  For  thou  hast  girded  me  with  strength  unto 
the  battle  :  thou  hast  subdued  under  me  those  that 
rose  up  against  me. 

40.  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  necks  of  mine 
enemies,  that  I  might  destroy  them  that  hate  me* 

41.  They  cried,  but  there  was  none  to  save 
them ;  even  unto  the  Lord,  but  he  answered  them 
not. 
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42.  Then  did  I  beat  them  smaD  as  the  dust  be- 
fore the  wind ;  I  did  east  them  out  as  the  dirt  in 
the  streets. 

43.  Thou  hast  delivered  me  from  the  strivings  of 
the  people ;  and  thou  hast  made  me  the  head  of  the 
heamen :  a  peojJe  whom  I  have  not  known  shaB 
serve  me. 

44.  As  soon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they  shall  obey 
me  :  the  strangers  shall  submit  themselves  unto  me. 

45.  The  strangers  shall  fade  away,  and  be  afraid 
out  of  their  close  places. 

46.  The  Lord  hveth ;  and  blessed  be  my  Rock  ;* 
and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted. 

47.  It  is  God  that  avengeth  me,  and  subdueth 
the  people  under  me. 

48.  He  delivereth  me  from  mine  enemies ;  yea, 
thou  liftest  me  up  above  those  that  rise  up  against 
me :  thou  hast  delivered  me  from  the  violent  man. 

49.  Therefore  will  I  give  thanks  xmto  thee,  0 
Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and  sing  praises  unto 
thy  name. 

50.  Great  deliverance  giveth  he  to  his  king ;  and 
sheweth  mercy  to.  his  anointed,  to  David,  and  to 
his  seed  for  evermore. 

"  I  win  love  thee,  0  Lord,  my  strength." 

Love  is  the  divine  element :  it  is  heaven's  own  at- 
mosphere ;  and  this  atmosphere  Christ  lived  in,  even 
while  on  earth ;  for  these  are  his  words,  "  And  no 
man  hath  ascended  to  heaven,  but  the  Son  of  man 
who  is  in  heaven."  God  himself  was  his  heaven, 
his  all ;  therefore  he  saith,  "  I  will  love  thee,  0  Lord, 
my  strength."  All  he  did  was  in  the  strength  of 
God ;  "  for  the  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himself,  but 
what  he  seeth  the  Father  do :  for  whatsoever  things 
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He  doeth,  these  doeth  the  Son  likewise :"  not  of 
himself  but  with  power  communicated  to  him  by 
the  Father.     The  works  he  did,  he  did  in  the  Fa- 
ther's name ;  not  in  hia  own ;  and  to  this  effect  he 
spake,  saying,  "  Many  good  works  have  I  shewn 
you  from  my  Father."     The  strength  he  put  forth, 
m  healing  all  manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner  of 
disease,  was  the  strength  of  God,  hence  with  what 
propriety  he  caJleth  "  God  his  strengthy^^  saying,  "  I 
will  love  thee,  0  Lord,  my  strength."    As  the  Fa- 
ther loved  the  Son,  and  gave  all  things  into  his 
hands,  so  also  did  the  Son  love  the  Father  with  a 
love  which  is  beyond  all  understanding ;  none  can 
take  a  measurement  of  itshei^hth,  or  of  its  depth,  of 
its  length  or  of  its  breadth ;  it  passeth  knowledge  r- 
and  such  as  it  is,  it  was  from  everlasting ;  and  will 
be  to  everlasting ;  but  while  it  is  centred  in  God,  it 
is  diffused  over  all,  like  the  rays  of  light,  and  only 
comes  not  where  it  is  resisted  and  shut  out.    0  Sin-^ 
ner,  believe  that  Christ  loved  thee,  and  gave  him- 
self for  thee,  and  no  longer  shut  out  the  love  of  God 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

. 

"  The  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my  fortress,  and 

my  deliverer ;  my  God,  my  strength,  in 

whom  I  will  trust :  my  buckler,  and  the 

horn  of  my  salvation,  and  my  high  tower." 

There  is  a  gracious  significance  in  each  one  of 
these  characteristics  or  names,  and  Jesus  felt  lie 
full  force  of  them  all ;  for  with  him  there  were  no 
idle  phrases,  or  words  without  knowledge ;  every 
word  that  came  from  his  lips  was  as  gold  tried  in  the 
fire,seven  timespurified.  Theysaidoi  St.  Paul  that  his 
letters  were  weighty  and  powerful ;  how  much  more 
do  the  words  apply  to  him  who  spake  as  never  man 


THOU  ART  MY  STRONG  HABITATION  135 

spake,  "  Grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips,  therefore  God 
hath  blessed  thee  for  ever."  Jesiis  calls  God  "  The 
Lord,"  which  signifies  supreme  dominion,  and  thus 
he  prays,  saying,  "  I  thank  thee,  0  Father,  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth,  because  thou  hast  hid  these  things 
from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them 
unto  babes :"  as  also  when  he  says,  "  All  things  are 
delivered  unto  me  of  my  Father,"  thus  he  recog- 
nises the  Father  s  superiority,  for  Christ  is  Lord  of  aU, 
in  virtue  of  this  delegation  of  supreme  power  and 
authority  committed  to  him.  As  himself  God,  he 
could  receive  nothing ;  but  it  hath  pleasd  him  who 
counted  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  to 
hold  a  subordinate  place  ;  to  become  a  servant,  (not 
a  help  or  assistant,  who  is  but  in  temporary  sub- 
jection,) but  absolute,  xmconditional,  and  pci-petual, 
as  expressed  in  the  40th  Psalm,  "  Mine  eai-s  hast 
thou  opened."  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness. 
**  The  Lord  is  mj  rock."  What  Christ  is  to  us,  the 
Father  was  to  hun ;  his  sure  foundation  whereon  he 
rested ;  "  the  rock  of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge 
is  in  God ;  he  only  is  my  sure  defence,  therefore  I 
shall  not  be  moved." 

'*  My  fortress."  "  I  flee  unto  thee  to  hide  me  ;" 
Thou  art  my  strong  habitation,  whereimto  I  may 
continually  resort ;  thou  hast  given  a  commandment 
to  save  me,  for  thou  art  my  rock  and  my  fort.  "My 
deliverer."  Great  deUverance  giveth  he  to  his  king, 
and  sheweth  mercy  to  his  anointed,  to  Davio, 
and  to  his  seed  for  evermore."  He  deUvered  his 
soul  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  and  opened  wide 
the  portals  of  nell  and  death  that  thev  could  not 
retain  him,  "  My  God."  The  God  and  Father  of 
Jesus  Christ,  his  Father  and  om*  Father,  his  God 
and  our  God.  "  My  strength  in  whom  I  wiU  tnist." 
Though  Israel  be  not  gathered,  yet  shall  I  be 
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florious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  my  God  ehaQ 
e  my  strength ;  God  who  loveth  judgment  is  the 
king's  strength ;  through  God  he  will  do  valiantly, 
and  will  tread  down  all  his  enemies.  "  My  buckler" 
He  giveth  salvation  imto  his  king  and  covereth  his 
head  in  the  day  of  battle.  "  The  horn  of  my  sal- 
vation." The  horn  is  the  symbol  of  power  and 
stren^h.  He  became  the  horn  of  his  salvation  when 
he  raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus  and  ^'  set  him  at  his 
own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above 
all  principality,  and  power,  and  every  name  that  is 
named."  God  is  the  horn  of  Christ,  and  CSirist  is 
the  horn  of  all  his  people,  even  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  a  people  near  to  him.  Thus  he  speaketh  to 
the  Father,  "  My  horn  shalt  thou  exalt  like  the  horn 
of  an  unicorn,  I  shall  be  anointed  with  fresh  oil." 
Finally,  he  declares  of  God  that  he  is  his  "  high 
tower."  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower, 
the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  are  safe.  The 
Holy  One  of  God,  in  the  time  of  his  temptations, 
continually  resorted  to  this  strong  habitation — staid 
himself  upon  his  God,  and  so  was  perfectly  secure 
against  all  the  machinations  of  men  and  devils. 
"What  time  I  am  afraid  I  will  trust  in  thee.  In 
God  have  I  put  my  trust,  I  will  not  fear  what  man 
can  do  to  me." 

"  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to 
be  praised." 

ft 

When  men  take  praise  to  themselves,  or  give  it 
to  others,  they  rob  God ;  for  praise  is  due  to  him 
only,  he  alone  is  excellent.  The  Lord  is  good  to 
all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  Lis  works : 
therefore  he  is  worthy  to  be  praised.  Above  all  is 
he  worthy  of  our  highest  praises  because  he  spared 
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not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  to  the  death  for 
US  all,  and  will  with  him  freely  give  us  all  things." 

"  So  shall  I  be  saved  from  mine  enemies." 

God  saved  him  from  hLs  enemies  by  dehvering 
him  into  their  hands,  and  then  raising  hirn  up,  far 
above  and  out  of  their  reach  for  ever. 


**The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and 
the  floods  of  ungodly  men  made  me  afraid." 

**  The  sorrows  of  hell  compassed  me  about :  and 
the  snares  of  death  prevented  me." 

On  that  night,  that  awful  night  before  his  cruci- 
fixion, his  soul  was  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto 
death ;  for  he  was  about  to  be  deUvered  into  the 
hands  of  wicked  men,  to  be  mocked,  and  scourged, 
and  crucified  :  and  it  was  not  a  small  nimiber  who 
thirsted  for  his  blood,  but  the  whole  sanhedrim,  for 
"  they  be  many  that  fight  against  me,  0  thou  Most 
High."  Thus  the  floods  of  ungodly  men  made  him 
afraid.  They  apprehended  hun,  Dound*  him,  and 
led  him  to  prison,  and  to  death — "  they  pierced  my 
hands  and  my  feet."  Expiring  on  tne  cross,  one 
fiidditional  agony  awaited  him,  for  he  must  be  sent 
to  hell,  as  the  one  great  sinner  on  whose  head  lay 
all  the  guilt  of  Adam's  race ;  and  thus  "  the  sorrows 
of  hell  compassed  him  about,  and  the  snares  of 
death  prevented  him ;"  he  was  brought  low,  even 
to  the  lowest  depths  of  heU. 

"  In  my  distress  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and 
cried  mito  my  God." 

The  hour  of  deepest  distress  was  the  midnight 
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hour  in  the  garden  of  Getlisemane,  only  a  few  fdr- 
lones  distant  from  the  city,  where  now  were  €U38em- 
bled  the  wicked  rulers,  waiting  the  opportune  mo- 
ment to  go  forth  to  the  place  where  he  was  known 
to  resort  with  his  disciples.  Jesus  knew  aU  this, 
and  that  he  was  about  to  be  led  as  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter :  he  saw  it  all  before  him,  and  his  soul 
was  overwhehned — "  In  my  distress  I  called  upon 
the  Lord,  and  cried  xmto  my  God ;  I  cried  unto 
God  with  my  voice,  even  unto  God  with  my  voice, 
and  he  gave  ear  imto  me :  in  the  day  of  my  trouble 
I  sought  the  Lord." 

"  He  heard  my  voice  out  of  his  temple,  and  my 
cry  came  before  him,  even  into  his  ears." 

There  was  no  outward  indication  at  the  moment 
that  his  voice  was  heard,  except  that  there  was 
seen  an  angel  from  heaven  strengthening  him  in 
his  soul,  whose  words  of  comfort  are  recorded  in 
the  102nd  Psalm.  The  cup  of  suffering  could  not 
be  averted — ^it  must  be  drunk  to  the  dregs ;  short 
indeed,  biit  bitter :  the  soul  of  God's  turtle  dove 
was  for  the  moment  delivered  to  the  multitude  of 
the  wicked,  imprecating  his  blood  on  their  own 
heads.  The  awful  judgments  which  follow  as  here 
recorded,  did  not  on  the  instant  take  place,  for  one 
day  is  with  God  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thou- 
sand years  as  one  day :  but  he  received  a  royal 
simimons  thus :  "  The  Lord  said  imto  my  Lord,  Sit 
on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy 
foot-stool."  This  siunmons  he  obeyed,  and  now 
sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  the 
Majesty  in  the  heavens,  expecting  until  his  enemies 
be  made  his  footwstool."  Although  God  in  his  in* 
finite  mercy  to  men  has  converted  into  the  greatest 
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blessing,  the  greatest  crime  that  was  ever  com- 
mitted upon  the  earth ;  that  does  not  in  the  least 
degree  diminish  the  mamitude  of  the  crime.  The 
King  of  glory,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  veiled  his  glory, 
took  flesh,  and,  as  a  man,  dwelt  among  men :  in- 
stead of  welcoming  their  Maker,  and  gladly  receiv- 
ing his  heavenly  instructions,  they  hated  and  perse- 
cuted, and  impaled  him  on  a  cross.  "  They  cruci- 
fied the  Lord  of  glory."  Who  is  accountable  for 
this  ?  The  whole  human  race — ^flesh  is  one,  and 
God  holds  the  entire  human  family  of  mankind, 
from  Adam  downward,  accountable  for  this  enor- 
mous deed  of  blood.  All  who  have  made  his  life- 
blood  the  ground  of  their  hope,  shall  find  mercy : 
but  all  others  shall  feel  the  full  weight  of  God's 
indignation  for  the  crime  committed  hy  our  race. 
And  although  the  day  of  fearful  retribution  is 
postponed,  it  is  not  the  less  sure  to  come,  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance,  and  in  the  year  of 
recompences  for  the  controversy  of  Zion.  The  in- 
dignation of  the  Lord  will  be  upon  all  nations,  and 
his  fury  upon  all  their  armies ;  he  will  utterly  des- 
troy them;  he  will  deliver  them  to  the'daughter^ 
In  that  day  will  Jehovah  remember  all  the  imgodly 
deeds  of  men ;  and  all  their  hard  speeches  against 
himself;  culminating  in  that  greatest  of  all  crimes — 
the  murder  of  his  own  Son. 

"Then  the  earth  diook  and  trembled:  the 
foundations  of  the  hills  moved  and  were 
shaken,  because  he  was  wroth." 

There  have  been,  and  now  are  occasional  earth- 
quakes in  divers  places ;  but  there  are  two  coining, 
which  will  greatly  surpass  in  magnitude  all  that 
have  preceded ;  and  the  last  of  these  two  will  be 
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the  greatest.  The  first  wiD  be  at  the  opening  of  the 
sixth  seal,  and  the  second  in  seven  years  thereafter, 
at  the  pouring  out  of  the  seventh  vial :  it  will  in- 
deed be  a  great  earthquake,  such  as  was  not  since 
men  were  upon  the  earth,  so  mighty  an  earthquake 
and  so  great ;  for  the  earth  shall  be  removed  out 
of  her  place,  and  the  cities  of  the  nations  shall  fall; 
the  earth  will  shake  and  tremble  like  an  aspen  leaf, 
and  reel  to  and  fro  like  a  drunkard ;  because  God  is 
wroth.'' 

"  There  went  up  a  smoke  out  of  his  nostrils, 
and  fire  out  of  his  mouth  devoured :  coak 
were  kindled  by  it." 

Terrible  expressions,  denoting  indignation  and 
wrath ;  for  "  behold  the  Lord  cometh  forth  from  his 
place  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their 
iniquity :  the  earth  also  shall  disclose  her  blood, 
and  shall  no  more  cover  her  slain." 

"  He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down ; 
and  darkness  was  mider  his  feet." 

God  will  do  terril)le  things  that  men  look  not 
for ;  he  will  rend  the  heavens,  and  come  down,  and 
"  the  mountains  shall  flow  down  at  his  presence  ;" 
as  when  the  melting  fire  burneth,  (as  when)  the 
fire  causeth  the  waters  to  boil,  so  shall  the  hills 
melt  like  wax  at  the  presence  of  tlie  Lord ;  to  make 
his  name  known  to  his  adversaries,  and  the  nations 
shall  tremble  at  his  pr^ence. 

"  And  he  rode  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly : 
yea,  he  did  fly  upon  the  wings  of  tiie 
wind." 
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It  18  recorded  of  the  cherubim  that,  in  obeying 
the  high  behests  of  Johovah,  they  run  and  return 
like  a  flash  of  hghtning.  If  therefore,  this  is  the 
mode  of  conveyance  by  which  he  is  pleased  to 
come  down  from  the  him  and  holy  place,  it  will  be 
with  the  celerity  of  hghtninff ;  millions  of  millions 
of  miles  wiU  be  traversed  in  mmutes.  "  The  chariots 
of  God  are  twenty  thousand,  even  thousands  of  an- 
gels." He  is  the  charioteer :  they  are  his  chariots ; 
He  both  sits  between,  and  rides  upon  the  cherubim ; 
whither  he  wills  to  go  they  bear  him  as  on  the 
wings  of  the  wind,  or,  rather  with  the  velocity  of 
Kght.  Thus  will  the  Lord,  on  that  day,  descend 
through  the  immensity  of  intervening  space,  and 
floon  will  be  within  the  region  of  our  aianosphere, 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and 
great  glory,"  but  first, 

"  He  will  make  darkness  his  secret  place  :  his 
pavillion  round  about  him  shall  be  dark 
waters  and  thick  clouds  of  the  sides." 

At  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  the  house  of  the 
Lord  was  suddenly  filled  with  a  cloud,  so  that  the 
priests  could  not  stand  to  minister,  by  reason  of  the 
cloud,  for  the  glorjr  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  house 
of  God.  Then  said  Solomon,  "  The  Lord* hath  said 
that  he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness,"  so  will 
it  be  on  the  great  day.  "  The  sun  and  the  moon 
shall  be  darkened,  and  the  stars  shall  withdraw 
their  shining,"  an  ominous  darkness  blacker  than 
midnight  will  veil  the  heavens :  if  one  look  into  the 
land,  behold  darkness  and  sorrow,  and  the  Ught  is 
darkened  in  the  heavens  thereof;  it  shall  be  the  sign 
of  the  Son  of  man  in  heaven ;  the  portentous  m- 
dication  that  he,  the  Lord  of  hosts  himself,  is  about 
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to  appear:"  tiien  shaUbe  distress  of  nations  with 

Eerplexity,  the  sea  and  the  waves  roaring,  men's 
earts  failing  them  for  fear,  andfor  looking  after  those 
things  that  are  coming  on  the  earth,  for  the  powers 
of  heaven  shall  be  shaken." 

"  At  the  brightness  that  shaD  be  before  him, 
the  thick  clouds  shall  pass,  hail  stones  and 
coals  of  fire." 

All  eyes  will  be  directed  upward  in  fearful  ex- 
pectation of  some  terrible  ana  imprecedented  cal- 
amity ;  when,  to  their  horror  and  dismav  a  new 
and  terrible  light  shall  be  disclosed,  a  light  above 
the  brightness  of  the  sun  in  his  meridian  splendour ; 
the  likeness  of  a  man  with  a  rainbow  round 
about  his  head,  his  face  as  it  were  the  sun,  €md  his 
feet  as  pillars  of  fire :  all  kindreds  of  the  nations 
shall  wail  because  of  him ;  for  behold  he  cometh 
from  far,  burning  with  his  anger,  and  the  burden 
thereof  is  heavy,  his  lips  are  full  of  indignation,  and 
his  tongue  as  a  devouring  fire.  "  At  the  bright- 
ness that  shall  be  before  him,  the  thick  clouds  will 
pass  and  the  heavens  be  rolled  together  as  a  scroll : 
the  naked  vault  of  heaven  without  an  intervening 
cloud  wiU  thus  reveal  the  terrible  majesty  of  him 
who  cometh  to  execute  the  fierceness  and  wrath  of 
Almighty  God." 

"The  Lord  also  thundered  in  the  heavens, 
and  the  highest  gave  his  voice  :  hail  stones 
and  coals  of  fire. ' 

Nearly  all  the  holy  prophets  make  allusion  to  this 
great  event ;  the  consummation  of  the  world's  his- 
tory; the  end  of  ti^e;  the  termination  of  the  reign 
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of  the  god  of  this  world ;  the  commeiiceTnent  of  the 
reign  of  the  God  of  heaven  :  for  then  "  the  king- 
domfl  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of 
our  God  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever."  Nearly  the  whole  biu-den  of 
Isaiah's  prophecy  has  reference  to  it.  Jeremiah 
referring  to  it  says,  **  The  Lord  shall  roar  from  on 
high,  and  utter  his  voice  from  his  holy  habitation  : 
he  shall  mightily  roar  from  his  habitation,  he  shall 
give  a  shout,  as  they  that  tread  the  grapes,  against 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth :  and  the  slain  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  at  that  day  from  the  one  end  of  the 
earth  even  unto  the  other  end  of  the  earth ;  they 
shall  not  be  lamented,  neither  gathered,  nor  buried, 
they  shall  be  dimg  upon  the  ground."  Their  slain 
shall  be  cast  out,  their  stink  shall  come  up  out  of  their 
carcases,  and  the  mountains  shall  be  melted  with 
their  blood.  Micah  the  prophet  confirms  this  testi- 
mony, and  says,  "Behold  the  Lord  cometh  forth 
out  of  his  place,  and  will  come  down,  and  tread 
upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  the  moun- 
tains shall  be  molten  under  him,  and  the  valleys 
shall  be  cleft,  as  wax  before  the  fire,  and  as  waters 
that  are  poured  down  a  steep  place."  And  Nahum 
says,  "  The  Lord  hath  his  way  in  the  whiilwind 
and  in  the  storm,  and  the  clouds  are  the  dust  of  his 
feet.  The  mountains  quake  at  him,  and  the  hills 
melt,  and  the  earth  is  burned  at  his  presence,  yea, 
the  world  and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who  can 
stand  before  his  indignation,  and  who  can  abide 
the  fierceness  of  his  anger ;  his  fury  is  pom-ed  out 
Kke  fire,  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him.'* 
Habakkuk  also  adds  his  confirmation,  saying,  "  God 
came  from  Teman,  the  Holv  One  from  mount 
Paran.  His  glory  covered  the  heavens,  and  the 
earth  was  full  of  his  praise.  His  brightness  was  as  the 
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light :  he  had  horns  coming  out  c^  his  hand,  and 
there  was  the  hiding  of  his  power.  Before  him 
went  the  pestilence,  and  bummg  coals  went  forth 
at  his  feet.  He  stood  and  measured  the  earth,  ho 
beheld  and  drove  assunder  the  nations ;  and  the 
everlasting  mountains  were  scattered,  and  the  per- 
petual hills  did  bow ;  the  sun  and  the  moon  stood 
still  in  their  habitation ;  at  the  Ught  of  thine  arrows 
they  went ;  and  at  the  shining  of  tny  flittering  spear. 
Thou  didst  march  through  the  earUi  m  indignation : 
thou  didst  thrash  the  heathen  in  anger."  The  Lord 
also  speaks  by  Zephaniah,  saying,  "  I  will  utterly 
consume  all  thmgs  from  off  the  earth.  I  will  consume 
man  and  beast :  I  will  consume  the  fowls  of  heaven 
and  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  and  the  stumbling-blocks 
with  the  wicked,  and  I  will  cut  off  man  from  the 
earth,  saith  the  Lord ;  for  my  determination  is  to 
gather  the  nations,  and  to  assemble  the  kingdoms, 
to  pour  upon  them  mine  indignation,  even  aD  my 
fierce  anger,  for  all  the  earth  shall  be  devoured 
with  the  fire  of  my  jealousy." 

"  Yea,  he  sent  out  his  arrows,  and  scattered 
them ;  he  shot  out  lightnings,  and  dis- 
comfited them." 

"  God  shall  shoot  at  them  with  his  arrows ;  sud- 
denly shall  they  be  wounded."  The  arrows  of  God 
are  his  swift  winged  lightnings,  and  his  two  edged 
Bword  that  proceedeth  out  of  his  mouth  :  he  speaks, 
they  are  consumed  by  the  breath  of  his  mourn,  and 
by  the  blast  of  his  nostrils.  The  armies  of  Anti- 
christ congregated  on  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon 
vnH  be  dispersed  "  like  chaff  before  the  wind,  and 
like  a  roUing  thing  before  the  whirlwind."  The 
discomfiture  shall  be  as  when  God  overthrew  the 
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Midianites  who  perished  at  the  brook  of  Endor,  or 
rather  as  when  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah :  and  the  remnant  shall  flee  like  as  tliey  fled 
from  before  the  earthquake  in  the  days  of  Uzziah, 
king  of  Judah. 

"  Then  the  channels  of  waters  were  seen,  and 
the  foundations  of  the  world  were  dis- 
covered at  thy  rebuke,  0  Lori  at  the 
blast  of  the  breath  of  thy  nostrils.'' 

The  great  bed  on  which  the  ocean  rests,  will  on 
that  day  be  disclosed,  "  and  there  shall  be  no  more 
sea,"  the  earth  will  be  removed  out  of  her  place, 
and  that  removal  will  occasion  commotions  une- 
qualled since  the  creation  of  man.  The  upheavings 
of  mountains,  the  concussion  of  masses  of  bodies, 
the  convulsion  of  the  elements — ("  for  the  elements 
shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the  earth,  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burnt  up")  the  com- 
bined and  simultaneous  crash  of  all  human  habitations 
(for  the  cities  of  the  nations  shall  fall)  vrith  tlie  des- 
pairing wail,  of  such  i^s  yet  survive  of  the  many  mil- 
hons,  who  on  that  day  shall  perish ;  altogether  will 
form  a  scene  of  terror  and  desolation,  which  cannot 
be  described  and  but  faintly  conceived.  In  that 
day,  God  will  say  to  the  deep,  "  Be  dry,  and  I  will 
dry  up  the  rivers ;"  and  this  explains  how  the  chan- 
nels oi  waters  shall  be  seen  :  "  He  rebuketh  the  sea, 
and  maketh  it  -dry,  and  drieth  up  all  the  rivers :" 
and  BO  "  the  foundations  of  the  world  will  be  dis- 
covered at  thy  rebuke,  0  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the 
breath  of  thy  nostrils."  Amidst  the  universal  wreck, 
one  city  alone  will  be  spared,  but  di\nded  into  three 
partB,  even  the  city  of  the  great  King;  for  the 
10 
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Lord  will  save  Zion,  and  prepare  it  for  hie  haUta- 
tion — as  it  is  written,  *'  They  that  trust  in  the  Lord 
shall  be  like  to  mount  Zion,  which  at  no  time  ^scm  be 
removed,  but  abideth  far  everJ^  Thus  in  the  very 
day  that  the  earth  is  removed,  and  the  mountains 
are  carried,  or  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the  sea  (or 
the  bed  on  which  the  sea  rested)  on  that  day  there 
shall  be  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shaB  mate  glad 
the  city  of  God,  (which  city  shall  be^  the  holy  place 
of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most  High.  "  God  is  in 
the  midst  of  her,  SHE  SHALL  NOT  BE  MOVED.  God 
49hall  help  her,  and  that  right  early." 

^*  He  sent  from  above,  he  took  me,  he  drew  me 
out  of  many  waters." 

We  now  return  to  the  commencement  of  that 
mighty  deliverance,  in  answer  to  the  prayer  of  Christ, 
of  which  we  have  just  seen  the  eonsummation,  in  the 
destruction  of  all  his  enemies.  When,  out  of  the 
depths,  and  from  the  belly  of  hell  he  cried,  God 
heard,  and  his  cry  came  before  him  even  into  his 
ears.  "  He  sent  from  above,  he  drew  him  out  from 
the  ^eat  prison-house  of  darkness,  spoifiAg  princi- 
palities and  powers,  leading  captiWtyhunself  captive, 
and  thus  abolished  death,  and  overcame  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  DeviL  God  Hfted 
up  his  head,  far  above  out  of  the  reach  of  the  floods 
that  overwhelmed  him — ^the  angry  multitudes  who 
hated  him  without  a  cause,  and  who  condemned  the 
innocent  blood. 

"  He  delivered  me  from  my  strong  enemy,  and 
from  them  that  hated  me,  for  they  were 
too  strong  for  me.'' 


I 
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Satan  was  the  strong  enemy  of  Chriflt:  per- 
sonal assaults,  he  found  to  be  useless,  and  we  do 
not  read  of  his  coming  again  to  assault  him  with 
direct  temptation ;  for  when  it  is  said,  **  having 
ended  the  temptation  he  departed  from  him  for 
a  season ;"  his  mode  of  operaton  was  henceforth 
to  be  through  men,  among  whom  he  found  many 
able  coadjutors  :  in  this  way  he  often  prevails 
against  the  saints  of  God,  when  otherwise  he  would 
find  them  proof  against  direct  temptations.  Satan, 
having  received  permission  of  God,  in  a  single  day, 
reduced  Job  from  great  affluence  to  peniuy  ;  and 
destroved  his  whole  family,  excepting  only  his  wife ; 
that  through  her  agency  he  might  succeed  in  his 
malicious  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  integrity  of 
that  just  upright  man.  This  woman,  althougli  his 
wife,  appears  to  have  been  the  very  opposite  of  his 
character ;  one  who  was  led  captive  at  the  will  of 
the  great  adversary,  and  who,  at  his  instigartion, 
urged  her  husband  no  longer  to  retain  his  integrity, 
but  to  curse  God  and  die.  God  strengthened  him 
to  resist  the  evil  advice,  with  stedfastness  of  pur- 
pose ;  but  the  incident  shews,  the  methods  adopted 
by  the  tempter,  when  he  cannot  prevail  by  direct 
assaults,  in  the  form  of  suggestions  conveyed  to  the 
mind ;  and  this  was  now  his  mode  of  attack  against 
the  Son  of  God :  he  stirred  up  the  people  in  all  di- 
rections, and  by  every  possible  means,  to  provoke 
him  to  speak  imadviseoly  with  his  lips  :  to  fall  from 
his  stedfastness ;  to  diverge  from  the  paths  of  God ; 
in  which  if  he  had  succeeded,  our  redemption  had 
been  impossible :  but  thanks  be  to  God,  he  was 
victorious,  by  the  eternal  Spirit,  through  whom  h© 
presented  hunself  without  spot  unto  God.  Thus 
was  he  delivered  from  his  strong  enemy,  and  from 
all  them  whom  the  Devil  stirred  up  against  him. 
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"  They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  cala- 
mity>:  but  the  Lord  was  my  stay." 

Wicked  men  prevented  him  :  men  of  the  world, 
^ho  have  their  portion  in  this  Ufe :  they  resisted 
his  words ;  they  believed  not  Ihs  works ;  they  would 
none  of  his  ways.  When  he  called,  they  did  not 
answer,  when  he  stretched  out  his  hand,  they  did  not 
regard;  they  were  as  thorns  in  his  side;  continually 
were  they  gathered  together  against  him :  they 
prevented  him  by  their  imceasing  opposition  to 
those  divine  truths  which  he  taught;  they  hated 
both  him  and  his  Father.  It  was  the  day  of  nis  cala- 
mity :  the  day  of  his  affliction  and  oppression, 
"  for  mine  enemies  daily  fight  against  me,  0  thou 
thou  Most  High.  Woe  is  me,  that  I  dwell  in  Mesech 
and  sojourn  in  the  tents  of  Kedar ;  my  soul  hath 
long  dwelt  with  him  that  hateth  peace.  I  am  for 
peace,  but  when  I  speak  they  are  for  war."  Christ 
was  God's  turtle  dove;  with  fierce  enemies  all 
around ;  therefore  he  prayed,  and  said,  "  Be  mer- 
ciful to  me,  0  God ;  be  merciful  unto  me,  for  my 
soul  trusteth  in  thee  ;  yea,  in  the  shadow  of  thy 
wangs  will  I  make  my  refuge,  until  these  calamities 
be  overpast."  They  prevented  him  in  the  day  of 
his  calamity,  but  God  was  his  stay.  Personally, 
his  troubles  have  long  since  terminated,  but  he  still 
sufiers  in  his  saints ;  when  they  are  persecuted,  he 
is  persecuted,  for  in  all  their  aflMctions  he  is  afficted: 
the  days  of  adversity  are  not  yet  ended,  for  the 
powers  of  darkness  still  bear  rule;  but  the  time 
draweth  nigh  when  "  Lo,  I  create  new  heavens  and 
a  new  earth,  and  the  former  (troubles)  shall  not  be 
remembered,  nor  come  into  mind ;"  then  the  cala^ 
mities  will  be  overpast, — "they  shall  obtain  joy 
and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  for  ever 
flee  away." 
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**  He  brought  me  forth  also  into  a  large  place."" 

Thou  hast  not  shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the- 
enemy ;  "  thou  hast  set  my  feet  in  a  large  room  :"' 
and  now  shall  my  head  be  Ufted  up  above  mine 
enemies  round  about  me,  therefore  wul  I  offer  in  his 
tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy.  I  will  sing,  yea,  I  willsine 
praises  unto  the  Lord."  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  seed 
of  David  was  crucified,  dead,  and  buried ;  he  des- 
cended into  hell,  but  rose  again  the  third  day ;  then 
indeed  God  brought  him  forth  into  a  large  place,  a 
place  of  most  ample  dimensions,  a  circle  without 
any  circumference  ;  a  length  without  any  termina^ 
tion,  for  "  all  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven 
and  on  earth. 

"He  delivered  me,  because  he  delighted  in 
me." 

"  Behold  my  servant,  whom  I  uphold ;  mine  elect, 
in  whom  my  soul  delighteth :  I  nave  put  my  spirit 
upon  him ;  he  shall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the 
Gentiles."  God  delivered  Christ  from  the  pains  of 
death,  and  from  the  terrors  of  hell :  it  was  not  pos- 
sible that  he  should  be  holden  of  them.  God  sent 
from  above,  he  took  him,  he  drew  him  out  of 
many  waters :  he  had  been  shut  up  in  the  lowest  pit, 
and  could  not  come  forth :  from  thence  was  he  de- 
livered ;  raised  from  the  lowest  hell,  and  exalted  to 
the  highest  heaven ;  because  God  delighted  in  him  ; 
and  he  delighted  in  him  because  he  always  did 
those  things  that  pleased  him.  In  Christ,  God  saw 
his  own  image  perfectly  reflected,  and  was  well 
pleased :  therefore  "  he  did  not  leave  his  soul  in 
hell,  nor  suffer  his  holy  one  to  see  corruption :"  h* 
delivered  him,  because  he  delighted  in  hun. 
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"  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my 
lighteoufiuess ;  according  to  the  cleanueas 
of  my  hands  hath  he  recompensed  me.'* 

**  Say  ye  to  the  righteous,  it  ehall  be*  well  with 
him,  for  the  reward  of  his  hands  shall  be  given 
him."  "  The  righteous  God  loveth  righteousness, 
his  countenance  beholdeth  the  upright. '  As  it  is 
a  righteous  thing  with  Grod  to  recompense  the 
wicked  according  to  their  wickedness,  so  also  is  it 
righteous  with  him  to  exalt  those  who  honour  him, 
and  as  none  ever  honoured  him  equal  to  Cl^rist,  so 
likewise  is  he  exalted  high  above  all  others.  "  The 
Lord  hath  rewarded  him  according  to  his  righte- 
ousness ;  according  to  the  cleanness  of  his  hands," 
(and  the  purity  of  his  heart)  in  his  eyesight. 

"  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and 
have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God." 

"  For  all  his  judgments  were  before  me,  and  I 
did  not  put  away  his  statutes  from  me." 

"  I  was  also  upright  before  liim,  and  I  kept 
myself  from  mine  iniquity." 

"  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  recompensed  me 
according  to  my  righteousness,  according 
to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands  in  his  eye- 
sight." 

TheRC  words  can  only  apply  to  the  one  perfect 
man,  who  knew  no  sin.  To  his  disciples  he  said,  "  If 
e  keep  my  commandments,  ye  shall  abide  in  my 
ove,  even  as  I  have  kept  my  Father  s  command- 
ments, and  abide  in  his  love."  He  indeed  kept  the 
ways  of  the  Lord,  for  he  magnified  the  law,  and 
jnade  it  honourable.  All  flesh  nave  comipted  their 
way,  and  wickedly  departed  from  their  God ;  witfi 
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this  solitary  exception,  the  Holy  One  of  God ;  "  who 
offered  himself  without  spot  unto  God  ;'  "  an  oflFer- 
iiig  and  a  sacrifice  of  a  sweet  smelling  savom-." 
•Therefore  are  our  iniquities  taken  away,  and  our 
fiius  purged,  and  this  man  is  become  "  The  Lord, 
our  Righteousness :''  and  this  is  his  desired  recom- 
pense, for  he  is  the  second  Adam,  and  our  new  and 
nving  head.  Made  of  God  mito  us  wisdom,  right- 
eousness, and  redemption  :  his  recompense  is  in 
Erocuring  salvation  for  us,  as  it  was  promised  to 
im,  "  he  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and 
shall  be  satisfied." 

"With  the  merciful  thou  wilt  shew  thyself 
merciful ;  and  with  an  upright  man,  thou 
wilt  shew  thyself  upright." 

"  With  the  pure  fliou  vnit  shew  thyself  pure  ; 
and  with  the  frowar d  thou  vnlt  shew  thy- 
self fro  ward." 

Blessed  are  the  merciful ;  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy :"  he  that  sheweth  mercy  to  others,  shall  ob- 
tain mercy  of  the  Lord  ;  "  Thou  most  upright 
dost  weigh  the  path  of  the  just,"  and,  "  The  up- 
right shall  dwell  in  thy  presence."  "  With  the  pure 
thou  wilt  shew  thyself  pure,"  for  they  shall  see  thy 
face  :  but  destruction  shall  be  to  the  froward,  for 
thou  wilt  recompense  their  way  on  their  own  head. 
"  Them  that  honour  thee,  thou  wilt  honoiu:,  but  they 
that  despise  thee,  shall  be  lightly  esteemed."  Surely 
he  scometh  the  scorners,  but  he  giveth  grace  to  the 
lowly.  "  The  wise  shall  inherit  glory,  but  shame 
shall  be  the  promotion  of  fools." 

"  For  thou  wilt  save  the  afficted  people." 
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The  afflicted  people  are  those  who  partake  of  the 
afflictions  of  Christ ;  who,  like  him,  are  mourners 
and  sufferers  for  righteousness'  sake:  who  plead  for 
truth,  and  are  counted  offenders :  who  depart  from  ■ 
evil,  and  make  themselves  a  prey :  all  who  bear  re- 
proach for  the  name  of  Christ,  and  siffh  and  cry  for 
all  the  abominations  of  the  earth ;  who  take  God's 
side,  are  valiant  for  the  truth,  and  are  in  con- 
sequence subjected  to  the  scorn  and  frown  of  men, 
these  are  the  afflicted  whom  God  will  save.  "Blessed 
are  ye  when  men  shall  persecute  you,  and  revile 
you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
falsely,  for  my  name  sake  ;  rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  for  great  is  vour  reward  in  heaven ;  for  so 
persecuted  they  the  prophets  which  were  before 
you." 


M 


But  wilt  bring  down  high  looks." 


A  proud  look  is  one  of  the  seven  things  mention- 
ed in  the  book  of  wisdom,  which  are  an  abomination 
unto  the  Lord  ;  God  looketh  on  every  one  that  is 
proud  and  briugeth  him  low."  He  will  cause  the 
arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  cease,  and  lay  low  the 
haughtiness  of  the  temble.  Mark  the  perfect  man 
and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is 

t)eace."  Mark  also  the  proud  man  and  behold  the 
ofty,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  destruction."  No 
flesh  shall  glory  in  his  presence  vntii  impunity :  for 
what  have  we  that  we  have  not  received. 

"  For  thou  wilt  light  my  candle ;  the  Lord  my 
God  will  enlighten  my  darkness." 

The  light  of  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world  is  Christ,  and  the  light  of  Christ  is  God.  God 
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18  the  Father  of  lights,  the  great  original,  the  un- 
created glory,  at  whose  torch  all  other  Kghts  are 
kindled.  Thus  he  lighted  the  candle  of  his  Son. 
It  is  necessary  to  remember  that  Christ  as  God  can 
receive  nothing ;  being  from  eternity  possessed  of 
infinite  fulness ;  as  being  equal  with  God ;  but  in 
taking  om:  natm-e  he  humbled  himself  to  be  a  re- 
cipient for  all  things ;.  he  emptied  himself,  that  from 
the  Father  he  mi^t  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of 
God :  and  thus  it  is  recorded,  that  when  a  child,  "  he 

g'ew  in  wisdom  and  in  stature,  and  in  favour  with 
od  and  man ;"  he  became  a  chosen  vessel,  into 
whom  God  might  pour  "all  the  treasures  of  wis- 
dom and  knowledge,"  and  to  whom  he  might  com* 
mimicate  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  Viewed 
in  this  light,  it  is  quite  consistent  to  conceive  of  him 
as  being  in  himself  dark,  and  as  expressing  confi- 
dence in  God  that  he  would  enlighten  his  darkness, 
while  at  the  same  time,  it  is  alike  true  that  he  be- 
came "  a  light  unto  the  world,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  on  mm  should  not  abide  in  darkness,  but 
should  have  the  Kght  of  life :"  he  brought  that  light 
direct  from  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  where  fibom 
everlasting  it  had  existed. 

"  For  by  thee  I  have  run  through  a  troop  :  and 
by  my  God  have  I  leaped  over  a  walL'* 

When  the  two  hundred  and  fiftv  men,  with  cen- 
sers, presented  strange  incense  before  the  Lord, 
there  came  forth  a  fire  from  tlie  Lord  and  devoured 
them  ;  the  sword  which  proceedeth  from  his  mouth 
ran  through  that  troop,  and  in  a  moment  they  were- 
destroyed ;  so  in  the  great  day,  when  the  armies  of 
of  antichrist  are  gathered  on  the  great  plain  of 
Efidraelon,  army  on  army,  troop  on  troop,  will  they 
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then  be  cut  off.  The  Lord  will  run  through  them 
with  the  breath  of  his  lips,  and  they  shall  faU  down 
before  him.  The  stout  hearted  snail  be  spoiled; 
they  shall  sleep  the  sleep  of  death,  and  none  of  the 
men  of  miffht  shall  find  their  hands.  When  the 
briers  and  the  thorns  are  set  a^inst  him  in  battle 
he  will  go  through  them  and  will  bum  them  up  to- 
gether. The  potsherds  of  the  earth  may  contend 
with  the  potsherds  of  the  earth,  but  woe  to  them 
that  contend  with  their  maker  !  for  he  hath  a 
mighty  arm,  strong  is  his  hand,  and  high  is  his 
right  hand,  and  none  can  deliver,  when  he  saith, 
Destroy.  Therefore,  "  Kiss  the  Son  before  he  be 
angry,  for  when  his  wrath  is  kindled,  but  a  Uttle, 
blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him." 

These  seem  strange  words,  "  By  my  God  have  I 
leaped  over  a  wall;"  so  also  do  those  in  the  110th 
Psalm,  "  He  shall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way, 
therefore  shall  he  lift  up  the  head ;"  yet  all  these  in- 
cidents in  the  great  events  of  that  day,  will  receive 
a  literal  accomplishment ;  not  one  word  diall  fail. 
His  apparel  shall  be  red,  and  liis  garments  like  him 
who  treadeth  in  the  winefat,  for  he  shall  tread  the 
wine-press  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  shall  be 
none  with  him ;  he  will  tread  them  in  his  anger,  and 
trample  them  in  his  fury,  and  will  stain  all  his  rai- 
ment. The  wine-press  shall  be  trodden  without  the 
city,  and  blood  shall  come  out  of  the  wine-press 
oven  unto  the  horse  bridles ;  by  the  space  of  a  tbou- 
sjind  and  six   himdred  fm-longs."    (Rev.  xiv.  20.) 

Every  word  shall  be  literally  fulfilled. 

* 

**  As  for  God,  his  way  is  perfect :  the  word  of 
the  Lord  is  tried ;  he  is  a  buckler  to  all 
those  that  trust  in  him." 

"  For  who  is  God  save  the  Lord  ?  and  who  is 
a  rock  save  omr  God." 
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There  ie  nothing  crooked  with  God ;  his  ways 
are  all  equal,  and  all  his  works  arc  done  in  truth  ; 
all  his  samts  have  tried  and  proved  his  faithfulness ; 
in  every  age,  and  in  every  place,  he  is  a  buckler  to 
all  who  trust  in  him. 

"  It  is  God  that  girdeth  me  with  strength,  and 

maketh  my  way  perfect." 
^Hemaketh  my  feet  hke  hinds'  feet,  and  setteth 

me  upon  my  high  places." 
**  He  teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  so  that  a  bow 

of  steel  is  broken  by  mine  arms*" 
"  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  shield  of  thy 
^  salvation ;  ana  thy  right  hand  hath  holden 

me  up,  and  thy  gentleness  hath  made  me 

great." 
"  Thou  hast  enlarged  my  steps  under  me,  that 

my  feet  did  not  slip." 

When  God  sent  forth  his  Son  the  first  time,  it 
was  not  to  condenm  the  world,  but  to  save  the 
world;  "  not  to  destroy  men's  lives  but  to  save  them," 
but  when  God  sends  forth  his  Son  the  second  time, 
it  is  not  to  save  men's  lives  but  to  destroy  them  : 
and  to  this  end,  he  will  gird  him  with  strength;  and, 
in  pursuing  his  enemies  he  will  make  his  feet  like 
hinds'  feet ;  he  will  teach  his  hands  to  war ;  his  right 
hand  will  teach  him  terrible  things ;  for  his  arrows 
diall  be  sharp  in  the  hearts  of  his  enemies. 


"  I  have  pursued  mine  enemies,  and  overtaken 
them ;  neither  did  I  tuni  again  till  they 
were  consumed." 

*'  Who  raised  up  the  righteous  man  from  the  east, 
called  him  to  his  foot,  gave  the  nations  before  him^ 
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and  made  him  rule  over  kings  1  He  gave  them  as 
the  dust  to  his  sword,  and  as  driven  stubble  to  his 
bow.  He  pursued  them,  and  passed  safely :  even 
by  the  way  that  he  had  not  gone  with  his  feet.  The 
isles  saw  it,  and  feared ;  the  ends  of  the  earth  were 
afraid,  diew  near,  and  came.'*  Thus  will  he  pursue 
his  enemies,  and  overtake  them,  and  will  chase  them 
as  the  chaflF  before  the  wind,  and  as  a  rolling  thing 
before  the  whirlwind ;  at  the  eventide  there  shall  be 
trouble,  and  before  the  morning  they  will  not  be. 

"I  have  wounded  them  that  they  were  not 
able  to  rise  :  they  are  fallen  under  my 
feet." 

"  God  vdll  shoot  at  them  with  an  arrow,  suddenly 
shall  they  be  wounded;"  for  God  will  wound  the  hairy 
scalp  of  every  one  that  goeth  on  still  in  his  tress- 
passes :  then  shall  those  words  be  accomplished, 
"  There  are  the  workers  of  iniquity  fallen,  they  are 
cast  down,  and  shall  not  be  able  to  arise  ;"  then  the 
great  day  of  his  wrath  shall  be  come,  and  who  shall 
be  able  to  stand  ?  He  will  h-ead  the  nations  in  his 
anger,  and  ti*ample  them  in  his  fury,  and  their 
woimds  shall  be  deadly,  for  they  shall  rise  up  no 
more ;  then  indeed  will  his  enemies  be  made  his 
footnstool. 

"  For  thou  hast  girded  me  with  strength  unto 
the  battle :  thou  hast  subdued  under  me 
those  that  rose  up  against  me." 

The  Lord  is  clothed  with  strength  wherewith  he 
hath  girded  himself:  his  right  hand  and  his  holy 
arm  hat,h  gotten  him  the  victorj^  The  floods  have 
lifted  up,  U  Lord,  the  floods  have  lifted  up  their 
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voice ;  the  floods  lift  up  their  waves.  The  Lord  on 
high  is  mightier  than  the  noice  of  many  waters, 
yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  sea."  The  peo- 
ples, and  multitudes,  and  nations,  and  tongues — 
these  are  the  floods  and  great  waters  whom  the 
Lord  on  that  day  shall  subdue  with  a  high  hand, 
and  with  an  outstretched  arm ;  they  shall  fall,  and 
perish  at  his  presence,  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
of  the  whole  earth.  One  man  shall  make  awhole 
world  tremble  and  fall  before  him ;  they  shall  be 
ashes  under  his  feet. 

"  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  necks  of  mine 
enemes ;  that  I  might  destroy  them  that 
hate  me." 

Like  as  Israel  of  old  put  their  feet  on  the  necks 
of  the  Canaanitish  kings,  so  will  all  the  haters  of 
the  Lord,  on  that  day,  be  prostrated  and  laid  low ; 
Christ  comes  to  deslroy  all  them  that  hate  him. 
But  who  are  they  who  hate  the  Lord?  for  if  men's 
words  are  to  be  received,  he  has  no  haters ;  all  speak 
highly  of  him,  and  admit  that  he  stands  highest  as 
a  man  among  men.  Why  then  doth  he  yet  find 
fault,  for  who  hath  resisted  his  will  I  Every  man 
will  be  accounted  of  God  a  hater  of  Christ  nvho  does 
not  love  him ;  therefore  saith  the  apostle,  **  If  any 
man  love  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be 
anathema  maranatha  ;  that  is  accursed  ;"  and  if 
accursed,  doomed  to  endless  destruction.  Neutra- 
lity God  does  not  recognize.  "  He  that  is  not  with 
me  is  against  me." 


a 


They  cried,  but  there  was  none  to  save  them: 
even  unto  the  Lord,  but  he  answered  thent 
not" 
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Like  the  wail,  the  terrible  ciy,  when  a  ship  be- 
comes en^iilphed  in  the  mighty  waters,  and  all  its 
living  freight  goes  down,  with  no  fiiendly  arm 
stretched  out  to  save ;  then  hope  is  clean  gone ;  they 
are  consumed  with  terrors;  they  cry  to  God  to 
save  them,  but  he  answ^^  not.  So  will  it  be  in 
that  day.  The  anger  of  God  will  be  ea^ressed  in 
the  face  of  Christ ;  he  is  God's  messenger,  sent  to 
destroy  them  :  in  vain  therefore  will  they  cry ;  for 
the  day  of  mercy  shall  be  past.  "  Behold  now  is  the 
accepted  time,  behold  now  is  the  day  of  salvaHonJ* 

"  Then  did  I  beat  them  small  as  the  dust  be- 
fore the  wind ;  I  did  cast  them  out  as  the 
mire  in  the  streets." 

How  strange,  that  he  who  delighteth  in  mercy ; 
whose  name  is  love ;  should  thus  deal  with  man- 
kind I  for  it  is  against  the  whole  world  that  he  thus 
comes  to  judgment.  0  that  men  were  wise ;  that 
they  woula  agi'ee  vntii  their  adversary  quickly,  whiles 
they  are  in  the  way  with  him ;  lest  at  any  time  the 
adversary  deliver  them  to  the  judge,  the  judge  to 
the  officer,  and  they  be  cast  into  prison ;  from 
whence  they  shall  never  come  out.  It  is  indeed  hiH 
strange  ^work ;  he  has  no  pleasure  in  it,  any  more 
than  a  merciful  judge  has,  m  pronouncing  sentonce 
of  death  on  the  convicted  felon  before  him :  but 
crime  must  be  punished.  God  has  inscribed  his 
law  in  every  man's  breast.  God  gives  to  all  men 
space  for  repentance ; — but  if  they  repent  not,  then 
is  there  no  alternative.  Judgment  must  be  laid  to 
the  line,  and  righteousness  to  the  plummet.  "  Who- 
soever shall  fall  on  that  stone  shaU  be  broken,  but 
on  whomsoever  it  shall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  to 
powder."   Tliis  is  the  stone,  cut  out  of  the  mountain 
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without  hands,  which  shall  break  in  pieces  the  na- 
tions ;  and  thev  shall  become  like  the  chaff  of  the 
summer  thrashing  floors ;  and  the  wind  shall  carry 
them  away,  that  no  place  shall  be  foimd  for  them. 
"  As  the  vessels  of  a  potter  shall  they  be  broken  to 
shivers,  even  as  1  have  received  of  my  Father." 
Thus  will  the  Lord  in  that  day  "  beat  all  his  ene- 
mies smaD  as  the  duot  before  the  wind,  and  will  cast 
them  out  as  the  mire  in  the  streets."  God  will  put 
away  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  as  dross,  and  their 
memorial  shall  perish  with  them. 

"  Thou  hast  delivered  me  from  the  strivings 
of  the  people  ;  and  thou  hast  made  me 
the  head  of  the  heathen ;  a  people  whom 
I  have  not  known  shaD  serve  me." 

Here  again  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  speaker  in 
the  Psalm  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  for  who  is  the 
head  of  the  heathen  but  he  I  as  it  is  said  in  the  2nd 
Psalm,  "  Thou  hast  given  him  the  heathen  for  his 
inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for 
his  possession."  The  people  here  referred  to,  who 
are  to  serve  him,  when  he  sitteth  upon  the  throne 
of  his  father  David;  are  the  far  off  heathen;  to  whom 
the  word  of  salvation  had  not  been  sent ;  who  shall 
(at  least  a  portion  of  them)  survive  that  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord. 

"  As  soon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they  shall  obey 
me  ;  the  strangers  shall  submit  themselves 
to  me." 

"  The  strangers  shall  fade  away,  and  be  afraid 
out  of  their  close  places." 

And  how  shall  they  hear  of  him  ?  See  Isaiah« 
Ixvi  19,  "  I  will  set  a  sign  among  them,  and  I  will 
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senH  those  that  escape  of  them  unto  the  nations,  to 
Tarahish,  Pul,  and  Lud,  that  draw  the  tow,  to  Tubal 
and  Javan,  to  the  isles  afar  oflF,  that  have  not  heard 
my  fame,  neither  have  seen  my  gloiy  ;  and  they 
shall  declare  my  glory  among  the  Gentiles/'  During 
the  day  of  wrath,  when  the  whole  earth  was  con- 
vulsed ;  "  they  went  into  the  clefts  of  the  rodks, 
and  into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the 
Lord  and  for  the  ^lory  of  his  majesty,  when  he 
arose  to  shake  tembly  the  earth/'  But  now  that 
"  the  whole  earth  is  at  rest  and  is  quiet,"  they  begin 
to  emerge  from  their  concealments  and  from  their 
close  places,  and,  having  cast  their  idols  to  the  moles 
and  to  the  bats,  (being  now  thoroughlv  persuaded 
that  they  be  no  gods  that  are  made  with  hands,)  they 
are  quite  prepared  to  welcome  the  messengers  who 
come  to  acquaint  them  that  "  God  now  reigneth,^ 
and  is  to  be  worshipped  at  his  holy  mountain-  in 
Jerusalem.  They  will  floek  in  thousands  to  the 
name  of  the  place  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts — the  Moimt 
Zion  :  "  for  I  Tvill  gather  all  nations  and  tongues, 
and  they  shall  come  and  see  my  ^lory,  (Isa.  Ixvi, 
18.) 

"  The  Lord  liveth  :  and  blessed  be  my  rock-; 
and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  ex- 
alted." 

"It  is  God  that  avengeth  me,  and  subdueth 
the  people  under  me." 

"  He  dehvereth  me  from  mine  eneinies ;  yea, 
thou  liftest  me  up  above  those  that  rise  up 
against  me ;  thou  hast  delivered  me  from 
the  violent  man"" 

Our   Lord  here  recapitulates  the  great  things 
"wrhich  God  has  done  for  him.     He  ascnbes  the  vio- 
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tofy  to  God ;  to  him  the  entire  glory  of  his  deli- 
verance from  his  enemies ;  from  the  inolent  man 
."who  had  purposed  to  overthrow  his  gohigs. 

**  Therefore  will  I  give  thanks  imto  thee,  O 
Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and  sing  praises 
unto  thy  name." 

The  great  conflict  with  a  guilty  world  is  now 
SQpposea  to  be  past :  and  the  anger  of  the  Lord 
haa  cecused,  in  the  destruction  of  nearly  the  whole 
existing  generation  of  mankind.  Now  will  he  sit 
down  upon  his  throne,  the  throne  of  the  whole  earth, 
desolate,  and  made  waste  and  without  inhabitants. 
A  remnant  shall  be  spared  from  the  general  de- 
struction. A  remnant  of  Jacob  shall  survive ;  on 
them  will  the  Lord  pour  out  his  Spirit,  and  his 
Uessing  on  their  offspring ;  they  shall  spring  up  as 
among  the  grass,  and  as  willows  by  the  water 
courses.  One  shall  say,  I  am  the  Lord^s ;  another 
shaU  call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob  ;  and  an- 
other shall  subscribe  with  his  hand  to  the  Lord,  and 
surname  himself  by  the  name  of  Israel.  A  remnant 
also  will  survive  among  the  heathen,  as  before 
noticed,  who  shall  now  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  shall  come,  and  bow  themselves  down  at  the 
soles  of  his  feet.  "All  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  re- 
member, and  turn  unto  the  Lord ;  and  all  the  kind- 
reds of  the  nations  shall  bow  before  him."  Then 
shall  Christ  reign  on  the  earth — "  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh  :"  and  yet  ^wonderful  mystery)  our  great 
High  Priest,  himself  the  principal  worshipper  of 
God,  and  thus  it  is  written,  "  Therefore  will  I  give 
thanks  unto  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and 
sing  praises  imto  thy  name."  "  I  will  praise  thee,  O 
Lord  my  God,  with  all  my  heart,  and  will  glorify 
11 


1G2  CHRIST  IS  GOtfS  ANOINTED  KINO. 

tliy  name  for  evermore."  "I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord, 
among  the  people,  and  will  sing  mito  thee  among 
the  nations,  for  thy  mercy  is  great  mito  the  heavens,' 
and  thy  truth  mito  the  clouds." 


"Great  deliverance  giveth  he  to  his  king; 
and  sheweth  mercy  to  his  anointed;  to 
Da\'id,  and  to  his  seed  for  evermore." 

His  first  deliverance  was  his  resurrection,  and  as- 
cension; as  he  said  to  the  Jews  "I  go  my  way  to  him 
that  sent  me,  and  whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come." 
That  was  the  prelude  to  the  great  deliverance, 
when  his  enemies  who  could  not  come  whither  he 
went,  shall  be  made  to  feel  the  weight  of  his  indig- 
nation :  when  "he  shall  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron, 
and  shall  dash  them  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  vessel" 
It  shall  be  the  arrow  of  the  Lord's  deliverance,  and 
the  arrow  of  deliverance  for  the  remnant  of  Israel, 
who  shall  henceforth,  through  ever  increasing  gene- 
rations, be  the  Lord's  people ;  in  quietness  and  assur- 
ance for  ever.  It  will  be  the  day  of  deliverance 
for  all  his  elect  also,  who  shall  henceforth  shine  as 
the  Sim  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.  Christ  is 
God's  anointed  King;  to  him  he  hath  given  the 
great  deliverance  over  all  enemies ;  he  will  shew 
mercy  to  him,  and  this  mercy  will  be  arcknowledged, 
as  is  written  in  the  89th  Psabn,  "  I  will  sing  of  the 
mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever  :  with  my  mouth  will 
I  make  known  thy  faithfulness  to  all  generations." 


PSALM    XIX. 

1.  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God ;  and 
the  firmament  sheweth  his  hancfywork. 

2.  Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  mito 
night  sheweth  knowledge. 

3.  There  is  no  speech  nor  language  where  their 
voice  is  not  heard. 

4.  Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth, 
and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world.  In  them 
hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun ; 

5.  Which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his 
chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a 
race. 

6.  His  ^oing  forth  is  from  the  end  of- the  heaven, 
and  his  cu-cuit  unto  the  ends  of  it :  and  there  is 
nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof. 

7.  Tjtte  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the 
soul:  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  meting 
wise  the  simple : 

8.  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing 
the  heart :  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure; 
enlightening  the  eyes : 

9.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for 
ever :  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  nght- 
eouB  altogether. 

10.  More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea, 
than  much  fine  gold ;  sweeter  sJso  than  honey,  and 
the  honey-comb. 

11.  Moreover  by  them  is  thy  servant  warned : 
and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward. 
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12.  Who  can  understand  his  errors  1  cleanse  thou 
me  from  secret  faults. 

13.  Keep  back  thy  servant  also  from  presump- 
tuous sins ;  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me  : 
then  shall  I  be  upright,  and  I  shall  be  innocent  from 
the  great  transgression. 

14.  Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  medi- 
tation of  my  heart,  be  acceptable  in  thy  sights  0 
Lord,  my  strength,  and  my  redeemer. 


"  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God ;  and 
the  firmament  sheweth  his  handy  work." 


The  God  of  nature  and  the  God  of  the  Bible  are 
one.  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,*'  justified  in  the 
spirit,  seen  of  angels,  preached  imto  the  Gentiles, 
believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory  ;" 
he  is  the  former  and  maker  of  all  things ;  "I,  even 
I,  am  the  Lord ;  and  besides  me  there  is  no  Saviour." 
"  Before  me  there  was  no  God  formed,  neither  shall 
there  be  after  me,  yea,  before  the  day  was  I  am  he." 
He  it  is  who  created  the  heavens,  and  stretched 
them  out,  who  calleth  out  their  host  by  niunber  and 
assigneth  to  them  all,  their  respective  spheres. 
What  an  amplitude  of  space  they  fill  1  Who  can 
point  out  the  boundaries  thereof?  Where  is  the 
way  where  light  dweUeth,  and  who  knoweth 
the  paths  to  the  house  thereof?  The  vault  of 
heaven  is  studded  with  glittering  stars,  sparkling 
like  diamonds ;  until  the  sun  arisetn  in  his  glory,  and 
^clipseth  them  all  by  his  greater  magnificence  ;  he 
goetli  forth  from  his  chambers  and  reioiceth  as  a 
strong  man  to  run  a  race  ;  his  going  forth  is  from 
the  end  of  heaven  and  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of 
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it,  and  there  is  nothing  hid  from,  the  heat  thereof; 
then. 

Soon  as  the  evening  shades  prevail, 
The  moon  takes  ap  the  wondrous  tale, 
And,. nightly  to  the  listening  earth 
Repeats  the  story  of  her  hirth. 

0  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works!  in  wisdom 
Bast  thou  made  them  all :  the  nuiverse  is  filled  with 
thy  riches.  "  The  heavens  declare  thy  glory  and  the 
firmament  sheweth  thy  handywork." 


"  Day  nnto  day  ntt^reth  speech  ;  night  imto< 
night  sheweth  knowleage." 

Each  sncceedinff  day,  unfolds  anew  the  wonders 
of  thy  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness;  and  night  af- 
ter mght,  the  brilUant  orbs,  in  silent  grandeur,  dis- 
play thy  glory,  and  testify  to  men,  that  thou  art  their 
great  though  imseen  Creator. 

"  There  is  no  speech  nor  language,  where  their 

voice  is  not  heard." 
"  Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth, 

and  their  words  unto  the   ends   of  the* 

world." 

All  flesh  are  witnesses  of  these  ever  recurring  dis- 
plays of  divine  glory ;  these  all  see  the  works  of  the 
Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  vast  expanse.  "  Oh, 
that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness, 
and  for  his  wonderful  works  unto  the  cmldren  o£ 
men." 
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^'  In  them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  son ; 
which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of 
his  chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  strong 
man  to  run  a  race." 

Of  all  the  visible  works  of  God,  the  sun  stands 
forth  pre-eminent ;  there  is  nothing  to  equal  him  in 
his  rismg  and  setting  glories,  nor  in  the  dazzling 
eflFiilgence  of  his  mendian  splendour ;  he  is  the  no- 
blest of  the  works  of  his  creative  power.  Morning 
by  morning,  he  cometh  forth,  dispersing  the  dark- 
ness, and  iSumining  the  earth  with  his  glory ;  all 
nature  is  then  exposed  to  view ;  the  moimtains 
and  hills,  the  valleys  and  meadows,  the  seas  and 
rivers,  with  all  their  teeming  population  of  beasts 
and  birds  and  fishes  in  endless  variety ;  and  over  all, 
man  made  in  his  own  image  and  l&eness.  The 
earth  is  full  of  his  praise,  for  all  his  works  are  per- 
fect. The  wonderful  mechanism  and  structure  of 
all  his  creatures,  and  their  perfect  adaptation  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  have  been  created,  pro- 
claim his  wisdom,  power  and  goodness. 

"  His  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  heaven, 
and  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it ;  and 
there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof.'^ 

We  are  so  accustomed  to  look  on  that  immense 
and  glorious  orb,  that  we  seldom  bestow  on  it  more 
than  a  passing  glance  of  admiration ;  but  this  ought 
not  so  to  be :  we  should  not  be  as  the  horse  and 
the  mule,  wliich  have  no  understanding;  as  the 
stupid  beast,  whose  knowledge  is  limited  to  the 
crib,  and  his  food  ;  God  intends  that  his  wonderful 
works  should  ever  put  us  in  mind  of  himself ;  and 
none  of  them  are  more  fitted  to  do  so  than  the  glo- 
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nous  luminary  of  day ;  "  he  maketh  the  outgoings 
of  the  morning  and  the  evening  to  rejoice.  The 
invisible  things  of  Him  are  clearly  seen,  being  un- 
derstood by  the  things  that  are  made  ;  and  of  these, 
stands  forth  in  glorious  pre-eminence,  the  great  hght 
which  he  hath  made  to  rule  the  day ;  the  imceas- 
ing  re^arity  of  whose  movemento.  from  year  to 
year,  displays  the  ^ory  of  the  great  Creator. 

"  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting 
the  soul." 

Not  the  letter  but  the  spirit,  "  for  the  letter  killeth, 
but  the  spirit  giveth  life."  The  law  is  holy  and  the 
commandment  holy,  just  and  good;  yet  it  could 
not  give  life  because  "  none  of *U8  keepeth  the  law."^ 
We  are  all  transgressors,  and  cannot  be  justified  by 
it  in  whole  or  in  part.  It  entered  that  the  offence 
might  abound.  It  was  given,  that  all  flesh  might 
see  that  justification  for  men  must  come  from  a  dif- 
ferent source.  If  there  had  been  a  law  given  that 
could  have  given  life,  verily  righteousness  should 
have  been  by  the  law ;  but  as  the  law  condemns 
all  who  come  not  up  to  its  requirements,  and  can- 
not admit  of  any  deficiency,  but  requires  a  perfect 
standard,  hope  of  salvation  by  the  law  is  quite  shut 
out ;  but  now  the  righteousness  of  God  without 
the  law  is  manifested,  even  the  righteousness  of 
God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  upon  all,  and 
unto  all  them  who  believe.  Christ  is  become  the 
end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  who 
beheveth.  So  that  altogether  apart  from  the  law, 
we  are  justified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  Thus  the  Lord 
Jesus  is  become  our  righteousness.  We  are  cruci- 
fied with  him ;  and  there  is  no  more  curse ;  we  are 
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risen  with  him,  and  in  him  declared  righteous;  thus 
doth  righteoueness  come  by  grace  through  faitL 
**  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through  faith  ?  God 
forbid  :  yea,  we  establidi  the  law."  When  justified 
without  the  law,  and  able  to  contemplate  it  without 
terror,  then  indeed  we  see  it  to  be  perfect,  convert- 
ing the  soul,  and  are  drawn  to  love  it  fervently. 
Freed  from  its  condemnation,  we  begin  to  delight  m 
the  law  of  God,  after  the  inward  man ;  it  comes  to 
be  to  us  the  perfect  law  of  liberty ;  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  us  who  walk  not  after 
the  flesh,  but  after  the  spirit :  in  us  who  coimt  our- 
selves to  be  dead  indeed  unto  sin  (i.  e.  fi-ee  from 
condenmation  by  the  death  of  Christ)  out  alive  imto 
God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

"  The  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making 
wise  the  simple." 

« 

God's  testimony  is  the  covenant  he  made  with 
Abraham,  and  through  him  with  a  thousand  gene- 
rations, saying,  "  I  will  give  to  thee  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  lot  of  yoiu*  inheritance,"  and  is  em- 
braced in  the  one  word  Redemption.  It  is  the  word  of 
promise  made  at  the  fall,  and  before  the  fall ;  as 
the  apostle  expresses  it :  "  In  hope  of  eternal  life, 
which  God,  who  cannot  he,  promised  before  the 
fomidation  of  the  world."  God's  testimony  is  the 
word  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  which  was  preached 
to  Abraham  in  the  words  above  quoted,  and  is 
commanded  to  be  preached  to  every  creature.  It 
is  the  "  word"  of  the  Lord,  given  freely  to  every 
cliild  of  Adam,  for  a  door  of  hope ;  and  is  thus  re- 
ferred to  by  St.  Peter :  "  The  word  of  the  Lord 
eiidiu'eth  for  ever ;  and  this  is  the  word  which  by 
the  gospel  is  preached  unto  you."    This,  then,  is 
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the  Lord's  testunonyy  and  it  is  sure ;  but  the  simple 
alone  receive  it ;  even  such  as  da  imderstand  it  to 
be  a  word  of  promise  from  God,  and  as  such  do 
rely  upon  it ;  persuaded  of  this  truth,  that  Christ 
hath  i^eemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  that 
he  mi^ht  bring  to  us  the  blessing  of  Abraham 
which  IS  the  promise  of  eternal  inheritance* 

^^  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicings 
the  heart." 

The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  his  divine  appoint- 
ments and  ordinances.  The  sabbath  was  a  statute, 
as  also  the  feast  of  the  passover,  and  the  feast  of 
pentecost,  and  the  feast  of  ingathering ;  these  and 
many  other  statutes,  did  the  Lord  enjoin  on  Israel, 
through  his  servant  Moses,  for  perpetual  observance, 
saying,  ^'  Ye  shall  keep  my  statutes,  and  do  them,  I 
am  the  Lord."  Li  the  Gentile  dispensation  Bap-- 
Htm  and  the  LarcTs  Supper  are  statutes^  or  divine 
appointmenta,  which  aUnave  a  beneficial  tendency,, 
bemg  directed  by  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness : 
they  are  all  right  in  the  estimation  of  sueh  as  are 
taught  of  God,  and  in  obeying  them,  they  rejoice  the 
heart. 

"  The  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  en- 
lightening the  eyes." 

"  Thy  word  is  very  pure,  therefore  thy  servant 
loveth  it."  Christ  is  the  Father's  servant,  and  by 
him  are  these  words  spoken,  "  I  know  that  his  com- 
mandment is  life  everlasting."  "  If  any  man  will  do 
his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrin6  whether  it  be 
of  God."  In  obeying  his  voice,  we  are  made  to 
perceive  the  excellence  of  his  precepts ;  and  thus 
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the  eyes  are  enKghtened.  Light  is  thus  sown  for 
the  righteons,  and  gladness,  for  the  upright  in 
heart. 

"  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for 
ever." 

Where  the  fear  of  the  Lord  exists,  it  operates  as 
a  thorough  cleanser  of  the  soul ;  it  bcmishes  filthi- 
ness  and  foolish  talking  and  jesting:  **  all  filthiness  of 
the  flesh  and  spirit,"  "  it  creates  a  clean  heart,  and 
renews  within  us  a  right  spirit."  Where  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  is,  there  is  no  transgression ;  "  for  the  traxush 
gression  of  the  wicked  saith  within  mv  heart,  that 
fliere  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes.  "  The  fear 
of  the  Lord,  that  is  wisdom,  and  the  knowledge  of 
the  Holy,  that  is  understanding."  It  is  the  filial  fear 
of  a  son ;  not  the  slavish  terror  of  such  as  know  not 
God ;  it  is  the  fear  of  one  who  believes  that  He  is, 
and  is  the  rewarder  of  such  as  diligently  seek  him. 
The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  before  the  eyes  of  all  his 
saints,  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body,  in 
heaven  as  on  earth ;  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  before 
the  eyes  of  angels,  as  well  as  men ;  an  all  powerful 
and  operative  principle,  a  mighty  deterrent  from 
evil,  which  will  endm-e  for  ever. 

"The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and 
righteous  altogether." 

"  Thy  word  is  true  from  the  beginning  and  every 
one  of  thy  righteous  judgments  endureth  for  ever," 
"  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  0  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name  ;  for  true  and  righteous  are  thy  judgments.  * 
The  ways  of  the  Lord  are  all  equal ;  afl  his  works 
are  done  in  truth.    He  loveth  righteousness^  and 
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jndgmeut ;  "  He  is  the  rock,  \m  woii  is  perfect ;  for 
all  hiB  ways  are  judgment ;  a  God  of  truth,  and  with- 
out iniquity  ;  just  and  right  is  he." 

"  More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,, 
than  much  fine  gold ;  sweeter  also  than 
honey,  and  the  honey-«omb." 

More  to  be  desired  are  they — that  is,  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  the  statutes  of  the  Lord,  the  testimonies 
of  the  Lord ;  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  ;  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  lastly,  the-  judgments  of  the 
Lord ;  to  know  them ;  to  possess  them  ;  to  love  and 
do  them ;  to  be  in  continual  remembrace  of  them, 
so  as  to  be  constantly  under  then*  influence,  is  more 
to  be  desired  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine  ^old ; 
for  "  riches  profit  not  in  the  day  of  wrath,  but  nght- 
eoudness  delivereth  from   death."      "  Riches  and 
konour  are  with  me ;  yea,  durable  riches  and  right- 
eousness.   My  fruit  is  better  than  gold,  and  my  re- 
venue than  choice  silver.     I  lead  in  the  way  of 
righteousness, in  the  midst  of  the  paths  of  judgment; 
that  I  may  cause  those  that  love  me  to  inherit  sub- 
stance ;  and  I  will  fill  tiieir  treasures."     Gdd  may 
help  to  procure  the  pleasures  of  sin  which  are  but 
for  a  season.     Qold  may  pmrchase  the  favour  of 
men ;  for  every  man  is  a  friend  to  him  who-  giveth 
gifts ;  but  it  cannot  give  peace  to  the  conscience,, 
nor  procure  the  favour  of  God ;  all  its  power  and 
influence  end  at   death;   it  extends  not  a  hair's 
breadth  beyond ;  and  although  a  man  should  die  a 
millionaire,  he  can  carry  nothing  away ;  he  will  be 
undistinguishable  from  the  veriest  beggar  the  instant 
he  passes  the  threshold  of  death  :  there,  those  only, 
who,  while  here,  possessed  the  tnie  riches,  will  be 
recognized,  and  advanced  to  places  of  honour,  and 
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distinction.  "  They  who  covet  the  riches  of  this 
worid  fall  into  a  snare,  and  pierce  themselves 
through  with  many  sorrows."  **  How  hardly  shaD 
they  who  have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  ?"  K,  through  trusting  in  them,  the  soul  con- 
tinues in  estrangement  from  God,  then  they  be- 
come a  cimse,  and  not  a  blessing  :  but  wisdom's 
ways  "are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths 
are  paths  of  peace  ;"  "she  is  more  to  be  desired'than 
riches,  sweeter  also  than  honey,  and  the  honey- 
comb." What  gold  cannot  do,  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
received,  not  in  the  letter,  but  in  the  spirit,  can  do ; 
for  it  can  convert  the  soul,  and  save  it :  it  gives 
also  gladness  of  heart,  more  than  they  whose  com, 
and  wine,  and  oil,  abound ;  for  light  is  sown  for  the 
righteous,  and  gladness  for  the  upright  in  heart. 

"  Moreover  by  them  is  thy  servant  warned : 
and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  a  great 
reward." 

"  Thy  servant"  is  Clirist,  as  it  is  written,  "  Be- 
hold my  servant,  whom  I  uphold,  mine  elect  in 
whom  my  soul  deUghteth."  By  these,  the  conunand- 
ments  of  his  God,  he  was  warned  and  preserved 
in  the  paths  of  judgment ;  as  it  is  written,  "  By  the 
word  of  thy  lips  I  have  kept  me  from  the  paths 
of  the  destroyer."  In  keeping  of  them  there  is  a 
great  reward,  present  and  future,  "  Great  peace 
have  they  that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing  shall 
offend  them :"  this  is  the  present  reward,  and  the 
futiu*e,  is  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 
"  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments,  that 
they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may 
enter  in  tlirough  the  gates  into  the  city  J' 
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"  Who  can  understand  his  errors  t  Cleans© 
thou  me  from  secret  faults." 

Does  it  appear  to  us  inconsistent  for  the  spot- 
less, the  holy  one  of  God,  thus  to  speak  t  it  is  be- 
cause oi  the  darkness  of  our  own  minds :  the  higher 
that  men  rise  in  the  scale  of  holiness,  and  the  nearer 
they  approach  to  him  who  is  of  purer  eves  than  to 
behola  miquity,  the  more  appropriate  will  this  langu- 
age seem.  Uur  Lord  knew  no  sin,  neither  was 
mile  found  in  his  mouth :  yet  in  contemplating  the 
high  and  the  holy  one,  whose  eyes  as  of  fire,  pene- 
trate into  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  heart,  he  could 
say,  "  Who  can  imderstand  his  errors  V  and  there- 
to add,  "  Cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  faults."  He 
was  unconscious  himself  of  any  secret  faults ;  but 
his  fervent  desfa-e  and  prayer  was,  that  "  God  would 
search  him,  and  trv  his  heart ;  prove  him,  and  know 
his  thoughts ;  ana  see  whether  there  was  any  way 
of  evil  within  him,  and  lead  him  in  the  way  ever- 
lastmg." 

"Keep  back  thv servant  also  from  presiunptuous 
sms :  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me : 
then  shall  I  be  upright,  and  I  shall  be  in- 
nocent from  the  great  transgression." 

Trulv,  it  was  an  unceasing  up-hill  work  with  our 
great  Kedeemer  I  and  he  prevailed,  because  he  con- 
tinually leaned  on  God :  and  in  like  manner,  we 
overcome  by  leaning  on  him.  "  Presumptuous  sinsJ* 
How  could  such  have  been  possible  with  Christ  t  Be- 
cause he  was  tempted  in  all  points  as  we  are ;  but 
why  be  tempted,  if  to  fall  were  impossible  1  God  only 
could  keep  nim  from  falling ;  ana  he  did  so  in  ans- 
wer to  his  fervent  supplications ;  thus  was  he  "  pre- 
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served  upright  and  innooent  from  the  great  trann- 
greBsion.  As  to  "  the  great  trausgression,"  every 
transgression  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God ;  before 
him  £ul  sin  is  exceeding  sinfiil,  even  as  the  sin  of 
onr  first  parents,  who  by  one  transgression,  brought 
death  into  the  world.  Their  sin  was,  distrust  in 
God ;  and  every  sin  which  men  commit  proceeds 
from  the  same  cause,  therefore  properly  named  the 
great  tininBgression, 

"  Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  medi- 
tation of  my  heart,  be  acceptable  in  thy 
sight,  O  Lord,  my  strength,  and  my  re- 
deemer/' 

Be  laboured  to  be  approved  of  him  whose  will 
he  came  to  do,  for  he  came  not  to  do  his  own  will, 
but  the  will  of  him  that  sent  him :  his  sole  and  im- 
divided  object  in  life  was  to  please  God,  and  he 
had  the  testimony  of  his  conscience,  "  tliat  he  al- 
ways did  those  things  that  pleased  him."  The  words 
of  his  mouth  were  acceptable  with  God,  for  they 
all  were  God's  own  words,  as  he  himself  testified  to 
his  disciples,  "  The  words  that  I  «peak  unto  you,  I 
speak  not  of  myself,  but  the  Father  who  dwelleth 
in  me."  Grace  was  poured  into  his  lips,  and  his 
words  were  sweet ;  they  were  forcible ;  they  were 
weighty  and  powerful ;  every  word  W€U3  as  gold 
tried  in  the  ftmiace,  seven  times  purified.  "  Never 
man  spake  like  this  man,"  for  all  his  words  were 
oracular,  they  came  fortli  from  God;  "he  that 
heareth  me  heareth  him  that  sent  me."  They  who 
heard  him,  said,  **  Blessed  is  the  womb  that  bare 
thee,  and  the  breast  which  thou  hast  sucked."  Bles- 
sed were  the  feyes  which  saw  him,  and  the  ears 
which  heard  his  words,  and  drank  them  in  as  living 
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waters,  gprinffing  up  into  everlasting  life.  His 
words  were  the  meditations  of  his  heart,  for  he 
spake  because  he  believed  :  he  spake  out  of  the  ful- 
ness of  a  heart  continually  overflowing  with  love  to 
God.  How  acceptable,  then,  to  God  were  the 
words  of  his  mouth ;  and  also  the  meditations  of 
his  heart,  as  aj)pears  from  the  Father's  own  testi- 
mony, "  This  IS  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased,  hear  ye  him."  God  was  his  strength,  as 
he  testifies  in  the  49th  Isaiah,  "  My  God  shall  be  my 
strength :"  his  sufficiency  for  all  things  was  of  God ; 
he  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  manner 
of  sickness,  and  all  maimer  of  disease  among  the 
people,  for  God  was  with  him.  With  the  finger  of 
Uoa  he  cast  out  devils ;  his  arm  sustained  him,  and 
in  the  shadow  of  his  hand  was  he  hid.  God  was 
his  redeemer,  for  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of 
angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  seed  of  Abraham  : 
bemg  fallen  human  nature,  which  required  to  be 
redeemed,  and  this  was  the  work  of  Grod-:  for  he, 
through  the  eternal  spirit  presented  himself  without 
spot  to  God,  and  therefore  was  not  left  in  hell, 
neither  his  flesh  did  see  corruption.  Thus  was  he 
redeemed,  and  we  in  him  ;  for  the  battle  was  fought 
for  us,  and  for  us  the  victory  has  been  gained ;  for 
he  hath  spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  making  a 
show  of  them  openly,  triimiphing  over  them  in  it. 
"  Oh  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  good- 
ness, and  for  his  wonderful  works  unto  the  children 
of  men." 
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1.  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble ;  tiio 
name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee. 

2.  Send  thee  help  from  the  ssnctuaiy,  and  et3-eng<- 
then  thee  out  of  Zion. 

3.  Remember  all  thy  oSeringa,  and  accept  tliy 
burnt  sacrifice ;  Selah. 

4.  Grant  thee  according  to  thine  ovn  heart,  and 
fulfil  all  thy  counsel 

5.  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,  and  in  the 
name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our  banners :  the 
Lord  fidfil  all  thy  petitions. 

6.  Now  know  I  thattheLordBavethluBaQointed; 
he  will  liear  him  from  hie  holy  heaven  with  Uie 
aaving  strength  of  hia  right  hand. 

7.  Some-  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses ; 
but  we  will  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord  our 
God. 

8.  They  are  brought  down  and  fallen ;  but  wo 
are  risen,  and  stand  upright. 

9.  Save,  Lord :  let  the  King  hear  ue  when  we 
call 

"  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble  ; 
the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee." 

We  are  carried  forward  in  this  Psalm  to  the  time 
of  Jacob's  trouble,  when  he  shall  be  delivered  out 
of  it :  when  the  highways  shall  lie  waste,  the  way- 
faring man  shall  cease,  and  multitndea  of  the  seed 
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of  Israel  be  immured  in  the  dungeons  of  Antichrist; 
that  fierce  and  cruel  Lord,  who  openeth  not  the 
house  of  his  prisoners.  In  that  day  the  Lord  will 
hear  the  groaning  of  his  prisoners ;  God  will  "  hear 
them  in  the  day  of  trouble."  He  will  say  to  the 
prisoners,  "  Go  forth,  and  to  them  that  are  m  dark- 
ness, shew  yourselves."  Then  shall  they  feed  in 
the  ways,  and  their  pastures  shall  be  in  all  high 
places.  They  shall  not  himger  nor  thirst,  neither 
shall  the  heat  nor  the  sun  smite  them  ;  for  he  that 
hath  mercy  on  them  shall  lead  them,  by  the  springs 
of  water  shall  he  guide  them.  The  Lord  shall 
hear  them  in  this  then:  day  of  trouble.  "  Therefore 
win  they  not  fear  though  the  earth  be  removed, 
and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst 
of  the  sea :  though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be 
troubled,  though  the  mountains  shake  with  the 
swelling  thereof."  "  The  Lord  of  hosts  will  be  with 
them  :  the  God  of  Jacob  will  be  their  refuge." 

"  Send    thee  help  from  the   sanctuary,   and 
streng^then  thee  out  of  Zion." 

At  that  time  the  Lord  shall  inherit  Judah,  his  por- 
tion in  the  holy  land,  and  shall  choose  Jerusalem 
again.  "  And  my  sanctuary  shall  be  in  the  midst  of 
them  for  evermore."  God  will  thus  send  his  chosen 
remnant,  of  the  seed  of  Israel,  help  from  his  sanc- 
tuary ;  he  will  strengthen  them  from  Zion,  the 
place  of  his  throne,  "  for  there  the  Lord  will  com- 
mand the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore." 

"  Remember  all  thy  offerings,  and  accept  thy 
burnt  sacrifice." 

When  thou.  Lord,  shalt  "  do  good  in  thy  good 
pleasure  unto  Zion,  and  build  the  walk  of  Jerusa- 
12 
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lem,  then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the  Bacrifices 
of  righteousness,  with  burnt  offeriue,  and  whole 
burnt  offering,  then  shall  they  offer  Dullocks  upon 
thine  altar."  "  Their  burnt  offerings  and  their  sa- 
crifices shall  be  accepted  upon  mine  altar,  for  mine 
house  shall  be  called  an  nouse  of  prayer  for  all 
living."  "  Then  shall  the  offering  of  Judah  and 
Jerusalem  be  pleasant  unto  the  Lord  as  in  the 
days  of  old,  and  as  in  former  years."  "  God  will  re- 
member aU  their  offerings,  and  accept  their  burnt 
sacrifice."  Notwithstanding  ;  in  offermgs  and  burnt 
offerings  and  sacrifices  for  sin,  God  has  no  pleasure, 
but  omy  as  they  shadow  forth  Christ,  whether  as 
types  or  prototypes  ;  he  is  the  alone  sacrifice  whom 
God  can  accept  as  a  propitiation  for  sin. 

"  Grant  tliee  according  to   thine  own  heart, 
and  fulfill  all  thy  counsel" 

All  Israel  shall  be  saved ;  for  there  shall  come  to 
Zion  the  deliverer,  who  shall  turn  away  ungodli- 
ness from  Jacob  :  then  will  they  delight  themselves 
in  the  Lord,  and  he  %vill  give  to  them  the  desires  of 
their  heart.  "  Whatsoever  they  ask  they  shall  re- 
ceive, because  they  keep  his  commandments,  and 
do  those  things  that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight."  "  The 
Lord  will  fulfill  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him,  he 
also  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  help  them." 

"  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation." 

The  great  salvation  is  now  supposed  to  be  come : 
that  to  which  the  patriarch  Jacob  looked  forward, 
saying,  *'  I  have  waited  for  thy  salvation,  O  Lord." 
The  '*  hope  of  Israel"  so  long  deferred  is  at  length 
realized,  and  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  return,  and 
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come  to  Zion  with  soiiffs,  and  everlasting  joy  upon 
their  heads.  Jerusalem  has  now  become,  and  for  ever 
will  continue  to  be,  the  perfection  of  beauty ;  the 
joy  of  the  whole  earth.  There  will  be  an  miiversal 
rejoicing ;  for  the  Lord  will  be  to  them  an  ever- 
lasting hght,  and  the  days  of  their  mourning  shall 
be  endeol  They  shall  sing  for  gladness  of  neart, 
saying,  "  This  is  the  Lord,  we  have  waited  for  him, 
we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  his  salvation." 

"  Li  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our 
banners.'' 

The  Lord  will  give  a  banner  to  them  that  fear 
him,  that  it  may  be  displayed  because  of  the  truth. 
The  banners  will  wave  upon  the  battlements  of 
Zion,  as  the  insignia  of  royalty,  and  triumph !  for 
the  name  of  the  city  shall  be  "  2he  Lord  is  there.^* 
Jerusalem  will  be  for  ever  the  city  of  the  great  King; 
the  place  of  his  throne,  where  he  will  dwell  among 
the  children  of  Israel  for  ever* 

"  The  Lord  fulfill  all  thy  petitions.'' 

**  It  shall  come  to  pass  (in  the  new  heavens  and 
new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness)  that 
"  Before  they  call  I  will  answer,  and  while  they  are 
yet  speaking,  I  will  hear :"  thus  will  the  Lord  fulfill 
all  their  petitions. 

"  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  saveth  his  an- 
ointed." 

Christ  is  the  anointed  of  God ;  as  it  is  written, 
"  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me  because  he 
hath  anomted  me."     It  is  of  Christ,  that  the  angel 
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fipake  to  Daniel,  when  he  said  "  Seventy  weeks  are 
aetermined  upon  thy  people,  to  bring  in  everlasting 
riffjiteousness,  and  to  anoint  the  Most  Holyr  Great 
deliverance  will  God  give  to  his  Kin^,  and  will 
diew  mercy  to  his  anointed.  He  will  hear  him 
from  his  holy  heaven,  with  the  saving  strength  of 
his  right  hand.  His  crv  will  come  before  him  even 
into  his  ears :  then  will  he  set  his  King  upon  his 
holy  hill  of  Zion,  and  all  his  enemies  shall  be  made 
his  footnstool. 

"  Some  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses ; 
but  we  will  remember  the  name  of  the 
Lord  oiu"  God." 

In  that  day  of  vengeance,  when  the  hosts  of 
Antichrist  are  assembled,  and  the  arrows  of  the 
Almighty  are  sent  forth  to  scatter  them,  then  they 
shall  turn  their  backs  and  flee ;  trusting  to  theur 
escape  from  the  scene  of  danger  in  chariots  and  on 
horses,  and  in  swift  conveyances;  but  he  who  pursues 
them  will  be  softer.  "  At  thy  rebuke,  0  God  of 
Jacob,  both  the  chariot  and  the  horse  are  cast  into 
a  dead  sleep."  He  who  cometh  to  Israel  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  will,  in  the  power  of  that  name, 
put  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aUens ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  All  nations  compassed  me  about,  but  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  I  will  destroy  them :  they 
compassed  me  about,  yea,  they  compassed  me 
about,  but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  I  Avill  destroy 
them :  they  compassed  me  about  like  bees ;  they 
are  quenched  as  the  fire  of  thorns,  for  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  I  will  destroy  them." 


i( 


They  are  brought  down  and  fallen  :  but  we 
are  risen,  and  stand  upright." 
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The  enemies  of  the  Lord,  in  that  day,  shaU  be  as 
the  fat  of  lambs ;  they  shall  consume,  into  smoke 
shall  they  consume  away.  Then  shall  be  fulfilled 
the  saying  that  is  written,  "  There  are  the  workers 
of  iniquity  fallen ;  they  are  cast  down,  and  shall 
not  be  able  to  arise."  **  He  will  tread  them  in  his 
anger,  and  trample  them  in  his  fury,  and  their 
blood  shall  be  sprinkled  upon  his  garments;  and 
he  will  bring  down  their  strength  unto  the  earth." 
In  the  day  when  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  are 
laid  low,  the  righteous  will  rise  and  stand  upright ; 
for  they  shall  have  the  dominion  in  the  mormng, 
and  shall  shine  forth  as  the  smi  iu  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father ;  "  for  the  Idugdoms  of  this  world  shall 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God  and  of  his  Christ," 
and  "  the  God  of  the  whole  earth  shall  he  be  called." 

"  Save,  Lord :  let  the  king  hear  us  when  we 
call." 

CShrist  speaking  of  the  Father,  says,  "  God  is  my 
King  of  old,  working  salvation  in  the  midst  of  the 
earm."  The  head  of  every  man  is  Christ,  and  the 
head  of  Christ  is  God.  One  is  our  master,  one  is 
our  Lord,  one  is  our  King,  even  Christ ;  he  is  King 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ;  but  he  is  excepted 
who  doth  put  all  things  mider  him  ;  and  to  him  he 
prayeth,  saying,  "  Save,  Lord :  let  the  King  hear 
ufl  when  we  call."  According  to  the  eternal  pur- 
pose of  the  triune  God,  there  is  now,  and  ever  will 
be,  a  subordfiiation  between  those  divine  persons, 
for  as  the  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  giveth  all 
things  into  his  hand,  so  the  Son  T\qll  never  cease  to 
say,  **  My  Father  is  greater  than  L'' 
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1.  The  king  shall  joy  in  thy  strength,  0  Lord ; 
•and  in  thy  salvation  how  greatly  shaU  he  rejoice  I 

2.  Thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's  desu-e,  and 
hast  not  withholaen  the  request  of  his  lips.     Selah. 

3.  For  thou  preventest  bun  with  the  blessings  of 
goodness :  thou  settest  a  crown  of  pure  gold  on  his 
head. 

4.  He  asked  life  of  thee,  and  thou  gavest  it  him, 
even  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever. 

5.  His  glory  is  great  in  thy  salvation :  honour 
and  majesty  hast  thou  laid  upon  him. 

6.  For  thou  hast  made  him  most  blessed  for  ever: 
thou  hast  made  him  exceeding  glad  with  thy  coim- 
tenance. 

7.  For  the  king  trusteth  in  th^  Lord;  and  through 
the  mercy  of  the  Most  High  he  shall  not  be  moved. 

8.  Thine  hand  shall  find  out  all  thine  enemies  ; 
thy  right  hand  shall  find  out  those  that  hate  thee. 

'  9.  Thou  shalt  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the 
time  of  thine  anger :  the  Lord  shall  swallow  them 
up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire  shall  devour  them. 

10.  Their  fruit  shalt  thou  destroy  from  the  earth, 
and  their  seed  from  among  the  children  of  men. 

n.  For  they  intended  evil  against  thee;  they 
imagined  a  mischievous  device,  which  they  are  not 
able  to  perform : 

12.  Therefore  shalt  thou  make  them  turn  their 
back,  when  thou  shalt  make  ready  thine  arrows 
upon  thy  strings  against  the  face  of  them. 

13.  Be  thou  exalted.  Lord,  in  thine  own  strength: 
80  will  we  sing  and  praise  thy  power. 
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**  The  king  eliall  joy  in  thy  strength,  0  Lord  ; 
and  in  thy  salvation,  how  greatly  shaU  he 
rejoice." 

God  ifl  the  king's  strengtli,  as  it  is  written,  "  The 
king's  strength  also  loveth  judgment ;"  there  is  no 
power  nor  strength  but  of  God.  When  the  Son 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  he  himibled 
himself  to  be  without  strength,  to  be  **  a  worm,  and 
no  man,  a  reproach  of  men,  and  despised  of  the 
people."  Christ  has  become  as  an  empty  vessel, 
that  he  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God ; 
and  thus  the  Father  is  glorified  in  the  Son.  With  the 
finger  of  God  ho  cast  out  devils,  with  the  finger  of  God 
he  nealed  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all  manner  of 
disease  among  the  people.  The  Father  also  raised 
him  from  the  dead,  ana  gave  him  glory,  that  our 
faith  and  hope  might  be  m  God.  He  hath  also  set 
him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places, 
far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and  might, 
and  dominion,  and  every  name  tliat  is  named ;  and 
given  to  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  his 
church.  "  The  king  shall  joy  in  thy  strength,  O 
God :"  these  and  the  following  words  are  addressed 
to  the  Father,  after  the  Son's  ascension  to  heaven ; 
he  as  man,  puts  forth  the  strength  of  omnipotence  ; 
which  strength  is  jover  availaole  to  him,  and  in 
which  he  joys :  and  wherefore  ?  That  he  may  com- 
mwiicate  it  to  us,  for,  "  of  his  fulness  have  all  we 
received  and  grace  for  grace."  "  In  thy  salvation 
how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice  I"  The  salvation  of  God, 
is  our  emancipation  from  the  dominion  of  sin  and 
death.  This  salvation  was,  in  obscure  language, 
promised  to  our  first  parents,  and  more  fully  after- 
wards to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  Jacob ;  now  it  is 
clearly  brought  to  Ught  in  Christ,  who  hath  arisen 
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for  us;  and  God  will  raise  us  up  also  by  Jesus, 
changing  our  vile  bodies,  and  fashioning  them  like 
unto  his  elorified  body.  Christ  himself,  is,  as 
our  head,  me  first  to  partake  of  this  great  salvation, 
and  is  now  compassed  about  with  glory,  and  ma^- 
jesty ;  for  his  face  doth  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his 
raiment  is  bright  as  the  light.  He  hath  received 
from  God  the  rather,  honour,  and  glory,  that  our  faith 
and  hope  might  be  in  God.  To  us  it  is  yet  future, 
but  we  have  the  promise  of  it ;  for,  "  This  is  the 
promise,  that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life." 

"Thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's  desire,  and 
hast  not  withholden  the  request  of  his  lips." 

What  was  his  heart's  desire  ?  "  One  thing  have 
I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after  ;  that  I 
may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  all  the  days  of  (an 
endless)  life,  to  behold  the  beauiy  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  enquire  in  his  temple."  God  hath  granted  to 
him  liis  heart's  desire;  "  for  he  will  fulfill  the  desire  of 
them  that  fear  him,  he  also  will  hear  their  cry,  and 
will  help  them."  Thus  he  dwells  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  there  beholds  that  uncreated  beauty 
which  is  the  source  of  all  beauty,  and  fountain-head 
of  all  excellence.  Christ  is  gone  into  heaven ;  angels 
and  authorities,  and  powers,  being  made  subject 
unto  him ;  he  is  retmned  to  that  glory  which  he 
had  with  the  Father,  before  the  world  was. 

"  For  thou  prevent^st  him  with  the  blessings 
of  goodness :  thou  settest  a  crown  of  pure 
gold  on  his  head." 

• 

Christ  is  now  indescribably  blessed :  the  holy  in- 
terchange of  love  between  the  Father  and  the  Son 
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paeseth  all  underetauding  ;  and  the  days  of  his 
mourning  are  ended.  The  crown  denotes  kingly- 
power  and  authority ;  "  as  yet  we  see  not  all  things 
put  under  him,  but  we  see  Jesus  crowned  with 
fflory  and  honour."  The  crown  properly  becomes 
aifi,  on  his  installation  as  king,  when  ne  shall  arise 
fix)m  the  right  hand  of  God,  to  go  forth  conquering 
and  to  conquer ;  then  the  crown  will  be  given  him  ; 
and  when  he  sits  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,  invested 
as  king,  then  the  crown  will  rest  for  ever  on  his 
head;  "  and  of  the  increase  of  his  kingdom  and  go- 
vernment there  shall  be  no  end ;  upon  the  throne  of 
David,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  order  it  and  es- 
tablish it  for  ever."  At  present,  the  crown  is  by  an- 
ticipation ;  as  it  is  also  on  the  heads  of  the  four-and- 
twenty  elders;  they  reign  not  yet,\mt  shall  reign  with 
Christ  as  kings  on  the  earth. 

"  He  asked  life  of  thee,  and  thou  gavest  it  him, 
even  length  of  days  for  ever  and  ever.** 

"  In  the  days  of  his  flesh  he  offered  up  prayers 
and  supplications  with  strong  crying  and  tears  imto 
him  that  was  able  to  save  him  from  deatli,  and  was 
heard  in  that  he  feared."  How  was  he  heard  I 
Not  in  being  delivered  from  death ;  but  in  being 
raised  up,  almost  immediately,  into  a  new  and  end- 
less life ;  for  his  bodv  at  death  was  a  natural  body, 
but  was  raised  a  spiritual  body  ;  no  more  suscep- 
tible of  death  or  decay ;  it  was  sovni  in  dishonour, 
it  was  raised  in  glory,  "  Christ  being  raised  from  the 
dead  dieth  no  more  ;  death  hath  no  more  dominion 
over  him  ;  for  in  that  he  died,  he  died  unto  sin  once, 
but  in  that  he  liveth  he  liveth  unto  God."  Thus 
was  his  prayer  answered.  "  He  asked  life  of  thee, 
and  thou  gavest  it  him,  even  length  of  days  for 
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ever  and  ever."  "  I  am  he  that  Hveth,  and  was 
dead ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore ;  Amen, 
and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death."  He  hath 
received  life  from  God ;  and  is  become  the  parent 
stock,  and  the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept ;  the 
"Everlasting  Father,"  or  "The  Father  of  the  everiast- 
ing  age;"  we  by  faith  are  risen  with  him,  for  because 
he  liveth  we  shall  live  also.  Christ  is  risen,  we  are 
therefore  not  in  our  sins;  consequently  shaU  not  perish 
but  shall  have  everlasting  life ;  for  om*  life  is  hid 
with  Christ  in  God.  "  When  Christ,  who  is  our  life, 
shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear  witii  him  in 
glory."  Blessed  are  all  they  who  believe,  for  there 
shall  be  a  performance  of  those  things  which  are 
promised  by  the  Lord. 

"  His  glory  is  great  in  thy  salvation  ;  honour 
and  majesty  hast  thou  laid  upon  him." 

One  great  featm-e  in  the  salvation  ef  God,  wiD  be 
the  impartation  to  us  of  glorified  bodies,  like  unto 
the  glorified  body  of  Christ ;  and  Christ,  now  in  his 
glorified  body,  and,  having  received  of  the  Father 

Sower  to  communicate  the  same  to  all  his  brethren, 
oth  greatly  rejoice ;  for  it  is  his  desire,  not  only 
that  all  who  love  him,  shall  be  with  him  where  he 
is,  but  also  that  they  should  be  joint  heirs  with  him ; 
for  his  love  is  difftisive,  and  his  glory  is  great  in 
God's  salvation,  both  for  its  own  sake,  and  for  the 
immeasurable  benefits,  which  it  will  confer  on  all 
his  saints.  "Honour  and  majesty  hast  thou  laid 
upon  him."  God  hath  given  him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every 
knee  should  bow ;  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things 
on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and  every 
tongue  confess  that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God 


THOU  HAST  MADE  HIM  MOST  BLESSED  FOR  EVER.  187 

the  Father.  When  we  address  an  earthly  monarch, 
we  dignify  him  with  the  title  of  majesty ;  yet  is  it 
but  an  empty  name,  except  in  so  far  as  he  sits  in  the 
seat  of  nile  for  Christ ;  but  with  him  is  majesty, 
and  glory,  far  surpassing  the  splendours  of  the  sun 
in  hifl  zenith.  Yes,  there  is  such  majesty  now  made 
to  surround  this  glorious  personage,  that  angels 
veil  their  faces  with  their  wings,  and  all  the  hosts 
of  heaven  praise  him.  When  he  cometh  to  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory ;  before  his  face  the  earth 
and  the  heavens  shall  flee  away ;  and  there  shaD 
be  found  no  place  for  them. 

"For  thou  hast  made  him  most  blessed  for 
ever :  thou  hast  made  him  exceeding  glad 
with  thy  coimtenance." 

While  he  was  in  the  world,  grief  was  his  insepa- 
rable companion — "  A  man  of  sorrows  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief;"  his  eye  was  consumed  and 
became  dim  because  of  grief;  it  waxed  old  because 
of  all  his  enemies :  rivers  of  waters  ran  down  his 
eyes,  because  men  kept  not  his  Father's  law :  for 
he  saw  the  transgressors,  and  was  grieved  because 
they  kept  not  God's  word :  his  grief  of  soul  was 
incessant,  for  all  the  reproaches  of  them  who  re- 

E reached  God  fell  on  him  ;  and  he  wished  that  he 
ad  wings  like  a  dove,  that  he  might  fly  away  and 
be  at  rest.  Those  wings  he  received  at  his  resurrec- 
tion, and  with  them  he  ascended  up  on  high,  that  he 
might  receive  gifts  for  men.  Now  tne  days  of  mourn- 
ing are  past,  and  there  where  he  now  sitteth  in  the 
highest  place  of  honour  and  glory,  he  himself  de- 
clares, that  he  is  "  made  most  blessed,  and  that  for 
ever;  that  God  hath  made  him  exceeding  glad 
with  bis  countenance.  '^He  sits  at  God's  nght 
hand,  where  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore." 
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*'  For  the  king  trusteth  in  the  Lord  ;  and 
through  the  mercy  of  the  most  high  he 
shaU  not  be  moved," 

The  king  will  always  continue  to  trust  in  the 
Lord.  Trust,  or  confidence  in  God,  is  a  grace  which 
will  be  in  exercise  as  long  as  God  continues  to  be 
God,  and  we  continue  to  be  his  creatures ;  and 
Christ  as  the  creature  of  God  (for  he  is  the  first- 
bom  of  every  creature)  vnil  always  trust  in  the 
Lord ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  day  that  he  cometh 
to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God, 
"  he  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord"  (as  is  very 
strikingly  set  forth  in  the  118th  Psalm)  for  he  saith, 
•*  it  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  put  con- 
fidence in  man,"  therefore,  "  through  the  mercy  of 
the  Most  High  he  shall  not  be  moved." 

"  Thine  hand  shall  find  out  all  thine  enemies : 
thy  right  hand  shall  find  out  them  that 
hate  thee." 

The  connection  of  this  with  the  previous  verse 
arises  from  the  contemplation  of  the  approaching 
day,  when  Christ  cometh  forth  against  a  world  in 
open  and  undisguised  rebellion  against  him  and  his 
t  ather.  In  that  day,  trusting  in  God,  he  will  not 
be  moved  on  account  of  the  tumultuous  multitudes 
who  will  be  ready  to  thrust  sore  at  him,  that  he 
may  fall ;  but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  he  will  des- 
troy them ;  and  though  they  flee  into  caves  and 
dens  to  hide  themselves,  his  hand  shaU  find  out  all 
his  enemies  ;  for  whither  shall  we  go  from  his 
presence,  or  conceal  ourselvc^s  from  his  all-seeing 
eyet  God  knows  all  heails,  and  clearly  distinguishes 
between  those  that  love  him,  and  mose  that  hate 
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him  ;  and  there  is  no  neutral  ground,  for  "  he  that 
is  not  for  me  is  against  me."  God  does  not  recog- 
nize a  middle  state  of  mind ;  he  puts  all  mankind 
into  two  classes,  and  will  so  divide  them  into  two 
at  the  last.  They  that  love  liim  will  be  on  his  right 
hand,  and  they  that  hate  him  will  be  on  his  left. 
In  this  the  day  of  grace,  men  may  change  sides, 
and  from  being  enemies  may  become  friends  of 
God :  but  when  tliis  time  of  probation  is  past,  then 
they  who  are  enmies  to  God  will  so  contiime,  and 
be  ever  dealt  with  as  such,  without  one  solitary 
exception.  "  Thine  hand  shall  find  out  all  thine 
enemies,  thy  right  hand  shall  find  out  them  that 
hate  thee." 

"  Thou  shalt  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the 
time  of  thine  anger  :  The  Lord  shall  swal- 
low them  up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire 
shall  devour  them." 

In  the  month  of  the  great  tribulation,  when  the 
five  vials  of  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God  are  poured 
out  upon  the  guilty  nations,  the  greatest  will  be 
the  fointh ;  when  power  will  be  given  to  the  sun 
to  scorch  men  with  fire ;  and  men  shall  be  scorched 
with  great  heat,  just  as  if  placed  within  a  fiery 
oven.  This  awful  infliction  will  take  place  only  a 
few  weeks  before  the  actual  appearing  of  the  Lord, 
who  then  will  swaDow  them  up  in  his  anger ;  caua- 
ing  hailstones  and  coals  of  fire  to  fall  on  them  ;  and 
the  fire  shall  devour  them.  Thus  these  words  shall 
receive  a  literal  accomplishment ;  and  the  whole 
earth  shall  be  as  when  the  Lord  overthrew  Sodom 
and  Gomorah. 


<( 


Their  fruit  shall  thou  destroy  from  the  earth, 
and  their  seed  from  among  the  children  of 


men." 


190  HE  WILL  PREPARE  SLAUGHTER  FOR  THE  CHILDREN 

In  that  day  of  Jehovah's  fiery  indignation,  the 
firuit  of  the  womb  wiD  not  be  spared ;  tnere  will  be 
multitudes  of  little  children ;  but  all  diall  perish,  for 
the  iniquity  of  the  fathers ;  for  he  will  visit  the  ini- 
quity of  ike  fathers  upon  the  children;  saying, 
"  Prepare  slaughter  for  me  children,  for  the  iniquity 
of  their  fathers,  that  they  do  not  rise,  nor  possess 
the  land,  nor  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  cities. 
For  I  will  rise  iip  against  them,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  and  cut  off  from  Babylon  the  name  and  remr 
nant,  and  son  and  nephew,  saith  the  Lord." 

"For  they  intended  evil  against  thee:  they 
imagmed  a  mischievous  device,  which  they 
are  not  able  to  perform." 

These  words  refer  to  the  time  of  the  end ;  when 
the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  set  themselves,  and  the 
rulers  take  coimsel  together,  against  the  Lord,  and 
against  his  Christ,  saymg,  "Let  us  break  their  bands 
asimder,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us."  Co- 
vert rebeUion  against  Grod  has  existed  from  the  be- 
ginning ;  but  now  at  the  last  it  will  be  open  and 
avowed  rebellion.  The  creature  will  dare  the  Crea- 
tor to  his  face,  and  wiD  combine  in  millions  to  re- 
sist and  ove»i;hrow  his  authority.  This  is  the  evil 
that  they  intend  to  do ;  and  this  is  the  mischievous 
device  which  they  shaU  not  be  able  to  perform  ; 
for  "he  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh: 
the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision ;  then  shall  he 
speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his 
sore  displeasure."  Such  will  be  God's  displeasure 
on  that  day,  that  he  will  make  the  whole  earth  to 
"  bum  as  an  oven ;  and  aU  the  proud,  yea,  and  all  that 
do  wickedly,  shall  be  stubble ;  and  the  day  that 
Cometh  shall  bum  them  up,  that  it  shall  leave  them 
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neither  root  nor  branch."  It  is  to  that  day  that 
St.  Peter  refers  in  liis  second  epistle,  where  he  says, 
"  The  heavens  shaU  pass  away  with  a  great  noise, 
and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and 
the  earth,  and  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be 
burnt  up."  Not  that  the  globe  itself  shall  be  anni- 
hilated ;  for  that  would  be  to  contradict  many 
scriptures,  where  it  is  plainly  declared,  that  the  world 
shall  be  vnthout  end.  The  living  inhabitants  shall 
be  cut  off,  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  earth  be 
destroyed  by  fire ;  and  thus  it  shall  perish  by  fire, 
as  by  the  deluge  it  perished  by  water :  but  God 
will,  according  to  his  promise,  create  new  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness. 
The  earth  will  be  changed  for  the  better,  and  there 
shaU  be  no  more  curse. 

"  Therefore  thou  shalt  make  them  turn  their 
back,  when  thou  shalt  make  ready  thine 
anows  upon  thy  strings  against  the  face 
of  them." 

The  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sworn,  saying,  "  Surely 
as  I  have  thought,  so  it  shall  come  to  pass,  and  as  I 
have  purposed  so  it  shall  stand,  that  I  will  break  the 
Assynan  upon  my  land,  and  upon  my  mountains 
tread  him  under  foot."  The  Assyrian  is  Antichrist, 
who,  with  his  ten  kings,  shall  have  congregated  to- 
gether an  assemblage,  so  numerous,  as  never  in 
any  previous  age  had  been  gathered  at  one  time 
into  one  place.  The  nations,  thus  assembled  to- 
other, on  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon  "  shaU  rush 
like  the  rushing  of  many  waters ;  biit  God  shall  re- 
buke them,  and  they  shall  flee  far  off,  and  be  chased 
as  the  chaff  before  the  wind,  and  as  a  rolling  thing, 
before  the  whirlwind."  Thus  shall  God  "  make  them: 
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turn  their  back,  when  he  shall  make  ready  his  ar- 
rows upon  his  strings  against  the  face  of  them." 

"  Be  thon  exalted.  Lord,  in  thine  own  strength; 
so  will  we  sing  and  praise  thy  power." 

"  The  loftiness  of  man  shall  be  bowed  down,  and 
the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  be  brought  low ;  and 
the  Lord  alone  shall  be  exalted  in  that  day."  The 
Lord  of  hosts  shall  be  exalted  in  judgment,  and 
God  that  is  holy,  shall  be  sanctified  in  righteous- 
ness. When  his  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm  diall 
get  for  him  the  victory,  then  shall  he  be  exalted  in 
his  own  strength  ;  and  when  the  upright  shall  see 
it  "  then  will  they  sing  and  praise  his  power." 


PSALM    XXII. 

1.  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me  ?  why  art  thou  so  far  from,  helping  me,  and  from 
the  words  of  my  roaring  ? 

2.  O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou 
hearest  not ;  and  in  the  night  season,  and  am  not 
silent. 

3.  But  thou  art  holy,  0  thou  that  inhabitest  the 
praises  of  Israel. 

4.  Oiu*  fathers  trusted  in  thee  :  they  trusted,  and 
thou  didst  deliver  them. 

5.  They  cried  unto  thee,  and  were  delivered : 
they  trusted  in  thee,  and  were  not  confounded. 

6.  But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man ;  a  reproach  of 
men,  and  despised  of  the  people. 

7.  All  they  that  see  me  laugh  me  to  scorn  :  they 
shoot  out  the  Up,  they  shake  the  head,  saying, 

8.  He  trusted  on  the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver 
him:  let  him  deliver  him,  seeing  he  deUghted  in  him. 

9.  But  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb; 
thou  didst  make  me  hope  when  I  was  upon  my  moth- 
er's breasts. 

10.  I  was  cast  upon  thee  from  the  womb  :  thou 
art  my  God  from  my  mother's  belly. 

11.  Be  not  far  from  me,  for  trouble  is  near ;  for 
there  is  none  to  help. 

12.  Many  bulls  have  compassed  me :  strong  bulb 
of  Bashan  have  beset  me  round. 

13.  They  ^ped  upon  me  with  their  mouths,  as  a 
ravening  ana  a  roaring  lion. 

13 
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14.  I  am  poured  out  like  water,  and  all  my  bones 
are  out  of  joint :  my  heart  ifl  like  wax ;  it  is  melted 
in  the  midst  of  my  Dowels. 

15.  My  strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd ;  and 
my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws;  and  thou  hast 
brought  me  into  the  dust  of  death. 

16.  For  does  have  competssed  me;  the  assem- 
bly of  the  wicked  have  enclosed  me  :  they  pierced 
my  hands  and  my  feet, 

17.  I  may  tell  all  my  bones :  they  look  and  stare 
upon  me. 

18.  They  part  my  garments  among  them,  and 
cast  lots  upon  my  vesture. 

19.  But  be  not  thou  far  from  me,  0  Lord :  0  my 
strength,  haste  thee  to  help  me. 

20.  Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword ;  my  darling 
from  the  power  of  the  dog. 

21.  Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth :  for  thou 
hast  heard  me  from  the  horns  of  the  unicorns. 

22.  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren : 
in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  will  I  praise  thee. 

23.  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praise  him  ;  all  ye  the 
seed  of  Jacob,  glorify  him ;  and  fear  him,  all  ye  tlie 
seed  of  Israel. 

24.  For  he  hath  not  despised  nor  abhorred  the 
affliction  of  the  afflicted ;  neither  hath  he  hid  his 
face  from  him  ;  but  when  he  cried  unto  him,  he 
heard. 

25.  My  praise  shall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  con- 
giegation :  I  will  pay  my  vows  before  them  that 
fear  him. 

26.  The  meek  shaD  eat  and  be  satisfied  :  they 
shaD  praise  the  Lord  that  seek  him :  your  heart 
shall  hve  for  ever. 

27.  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shaD  remember, 
and  turn  unto  the  Lord ;  and  aD  the  kindreds  of 
the  nations  shall  worship  before  thee. 
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28.  For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's ;  and  he  is 
the  governor  among  the  nations. 

29.  All  they  that  be  fat  upon  earth  shall  eat  and 
worship :  all  they  that  go  down  to  the  dust  shall 
bow  before  him :  and  none  can  keep  alive  his  own 
soul. 

30.  A  seed  shaD  serve  him ;  it  shall  be  accounted 
to  the  Lord  for  a  generation. 

31.  They  shall  come,  and  shall  declare  his  righte- 
ousness unto  a  people  that  shall  be  boni,  that  he 
hath  done  this. 

"  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me  ?  why  art  thou  so  far  from  helping  me, 
and  from  the  words  of  my  roaring  ?" 

This  Psalm  is  so  obviously  inapplicable  to  David, 
that  all  admit  that  it  belongs  to  Messiah^,  but  so  do 
also  all  the  Psalms,  althougn  they  may  not  be  quite 
so  apparent.  They  contain  the  secret  history  of 
his  inner  life  ;  all  the  inward  workings  and  emotions 
of  his  soul ;  and  are  revealed  to  us  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  we  might  truly  know  the  perfect  man, 
who  loved  God  with  all  his  heart,  with  all  his  mind, 
with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all  his  strength ;  and  who 
loved  his  neigbour  as  himself ;  being  a  summary  of 
that  law,  which  he  magnified  and  made  honourable, 
and  so  became  our  new  representative,  the  second 
Adam.  He  is  the  true  Adam,  the  beginning  of  the  new 
creation  ;  the  first  bom  of  every  creature,  being  the 
first  that  should  rise  from  the  dead ;  having  by  his 
death  abolished  death,  and  brought  life  and  immor- 
tality to  light.  In  the  gospels  we  have  narrated  the 
gracious  words  that  proceeded  from  his  mouth ; 
and  how  he  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing 
all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devu ;  but  the  Psalms 
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discover  to  us  the  heart  of  Jesus,  and  the  secret 
springs  which  educed  that  wonderful  character 
who  "spake  as  never  man  spake."  Here,  then,  is 
confessedly  a  Psahn  of  Christ,  and  it  opens  with  an 
appeal  of  oistress,  and  of  remonstrance  with'God,  for 
having  forsaken  him.  These  solenm  words  were 
uttered  in  the  depth  of  his  ang^sh  on  the  cross ; 
he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Eloi,  Eloi,  lama  sabba- 
chthani" — "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for- 
saken me  1"  God  was  his  exceeding  jov :  his  soul 
thirsted  for  God,  for  the  Kving  God.  As  the  hart 
panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  did  his  soul  pant 
after  God.  To  be  therefore  forsaken  of  him  was 
by  far  the  bitterest  ingredient  in  that  bitter  cup, 
which  his  Father  had  given  him  to  drink.  His 
heart  was  already  broken  by  reproach,  but  the  loss 
of  God's  countenance  filled  up  the  measure  of  his 
suffering,  and  siunmarily  ended  his  life ;   for  he 

fave  up  the  ghost  long  before  the  usual  time  when 
eath  ensues  from  crucifixion.  In  proportion  as  any 
object  is  dear  to  us,  wiD  be  our  grief  in  losing  it ; 
80  the  desolation  of  his  soul  was  extreme,  by  the 
loss  of  the  Ught  of  God's  countenance  ;  "  for  whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon 
earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee."  It  was  on  our 
accoimt  that  God  hid  his  face  from  him,  for  "  on 
him  were  all  our  iniquities  laid ;"  they  were  im- 
puted to  him — ^he  bare  our  sins ;  and  thus  was  he 
forsaken  of  God.  The  proof  to  him  of  his  being 
forsaken  was  this,  "  Why  art  thou  so  far  from  help- 
ing me,  and  from  the  words  of  my  roaring  I"  But 
was  he  indeed  forsaken  of  God  ?  Yes,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the.  great  sin  offering,  on  whom  was  con- 
centrated the  accumulated  giult  of  millions,  yea,  of 
the  whole  world,  should  be  dealt  with  as  if  he  himself 
had  been  the  great  transgressor :  it  was  not  a  ficti- 
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tious,  but  a  true  imputation  of  all  our  guilt  that  waa 
laid  on  him ;  and  to  wliich  he  himeelf  consented : 
hence  it  was  most  righteous  in  God,  to  hide  his  face 
from  his  own  Son  ;  that  beloved  Son  "  in  whom  he 
was  ever  well  pleased," 


u 


0  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou 
hearest  not ;  and  in  the  night  season,, 
and  am  not  silent." 


Prayer  was  the  unceasing  employment  of  Christ : 
it  was  to  his  soul  what  the  surrounding  atmosphere 
is  to  our  natural  life.  Whether  alone  in  the  secret 
retirement,  not  of  the  chamber  (for  he  had  none) 
but  of  some  mountain  cleft ;  or  surrounded  by  mul- 
titudes, his  waiting  eyes  were  ever  towards  the 
Lord :  and  to  have  that  face  hid  which  he  esteemed 
more  than  life,  was  to  him  extreme  desolation.  It 
was  distress  beyond  measure,  that  when  he  cried, 
God  should  not  hear,  nor  give  any  token  that  his 
prayer  came  up  before  him ;  yet  he  lost  not  his 
confidence  in  God :  he  knew  lum  in  whom  he  be- 
lieved, and  he  knew  also  why  his  face  was  hid ; 
not  for  any  iniquity  that  he  had  done,  but  because 
he  represented,  and  stood  as  the  head  of  a  world 
lying  m  wickedness.  Not  for  a  moment  did  he  dis- 
trust God ;  for  if  he  had,  he  would  have  failed  to 
accomplish  our  redemption.  "  Though  he  slay  me, 
yet  will  I  trust  in  him. '  These  were  the  words  of 
Job  in  circumstances  of  great  trial ;  but  he  was  not 
brought  to  the  extreme  test  of  being  slain,  that  his 
words  might  be  verified  ;  but  our  Lord  Jesus  was  : 
for  him  did  God  really  slay,  and  put  to  an  ignomin- 
ous  and  cniel  death :  and  in  all  the  extremity  of  his 
agony,  and  up  to  the  moment  of  dissolution,  his 
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oonfidence  in  God  wavered  not  for  an  instant :  and 
when  the  final  moment  came,  he  said,  "  Father,  into 
thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit." 

"  But  thou  art  holy,  0  thou  that  inhabitest  the 
praises  of  Israel." 

These  words  express  his  unshaken  confidence  in 
God :  that  although  he  had  forsaken  him,  and  hid 
his  face  ;  he  was  fully  persuaded  that  there  was  no 
unrighteousness  in  God.  "  This  is  the  message 
that  we  have  heard  of  him,  and  declare  unto  you" 
(said  his  beloved  disciple)  "  that  God  is  light,  and  in 
nim  is  no  darkness  at  all :"  he  brought  down  from 
heaven  the  glorious  intelligence,  that  God  is  light ; 
and  in  his  greatest  temptations  he  continued  to  be- 
lieve it.  "  Thou  art  holy," — This  is  the  testimony 
of  him  who  had  known  the  Father  from  everlasting, 
ere  ever  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid ; 
and  God  himself  testifies  to  his  eternal  name,  as  it 
is  written  "  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy."  What  he 
was  he  still  is,  and  will  be  for  ever  ;  and  "  without 
holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  Contemplat- 
ing him  as  the  high  and  the  holy  one,  he  finds  com- 
fort in  this  horn*  of  desolation,  by  remembering  that 
God  wiD  be  the  one  object  of  praise  and  adoration 
through  a  coming  eternity ;  jfor  "  tlie  praises  of 
Israel  from  generation  to  generation,  will  be  endless : 
even  from  the  day  that  the  Lord  shall  "  wash  away 
the  filth  of  the  daughters  of  Zion  ;  and  shall  purge 
the  blood  of  Jerusalem,  by  the  spirit  of  judgment, 
and  by  the  spirit  of  burning,"  for  Israel  will  increase 
unto  mmumbered  millions ;  "  like  the  stars  of  hea- 
ven for  multitude,  and  like  the  sand  that  is  by  the 
sea  shore  innumerable :"  and  all  shall  be  without 
fault  before  God :  thus  will  God  through  eternity 
inhabit  the  praises  of  Israel." 
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"  Our  fathers  trusted  in  thee  ;  they  trusted,  and 
thou  didst  deliver  them." 

"  They  cried  unto  thee,  and  were  delivered  : 
they  trusted  in  thee,  and  were  not  con- 
founded." 

See  how  our  great  High  Priest  identifies  himself 
as  man  with  men  1  "  Our  fathers  trusted  in  thee  :" 
and  again,  "  I  wiD  declare  thy  name  unto  my  bre- 
thren :"  and  again,  "  Behold  I  and  the  clnldren 
which  God  hath  given  me :"  he  contemplates  God 
in  his  holiness,  as  worthy  to  be  trusted,  and  looks 
into  the  past  history  of  the  fathers  who  trusted  in 
God,  and  is  consoled.  There  was  Noah,  who  knew 
that  a  world-destroying  flood  was  approaching,  but 
trusted  in  God,  that  he  would  dehver  him :  there 
was  Lot,  who  trusting  in  God,  knew  that  he  would 
be  safe  in  Zoar,  from  the  horrible  tempest  which 
overthrew  the  surrounding  cities.  And  to  pass  by 
numerous  instances,  of  holy  confidence,  there  was 
that  of  the  companions  of  Daniel,  who  trusted  in 
God,  and  were  persuaded  that  God  was  able,  yea, 
and  would  "  quench  the  violence  of  fire ;"  and  of 
Daniel  himself,  who  was  cast  into  the  den  of  lions, 
but  trusted  in  God,  that  he  would  deliver  him  ;  and 
he  did  deliver  him  by  sending  his  angel  who  "  shut 
the  lions'  mouths."  Blessed  are  the  people  who 
trust  in  God  :  when  they  cry,  he  will  deliver,  when 
they  trust  in  him  they  shall  not  be  confoimded.  There 
is  not  an  instance  on  record,  of  any  being  con- 
founded who  trusted  in  him :  his  word  cannot  fail : 
therefore,  "  cast  thv  burden  on  the  Lord,  and  he 
wiD  sustain  thee ;"  ne  wiD  never  suffer  the  righteous 
to  be  moved  ;  and  the  righteous  are  they  who  have 
not  on  their  own  ri^teousness,  but  have  on  the 
righteousness  of  Christy  the  righteousness  which  is 
of  God  by  faith. 
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"  But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man ;  a  reproach 
of  men,  and  despised  of  the  people." 

Now,  as  aD  admit  the  words  of  this  Psahn  to  be 
the  words  of  Christ,  so  must  all  admit  that  he  here 
calls  himself,  "  a  worm  and  no  man ;"  people  say, 
the  Bible  is  fall  of  imagery ;  well,  it  is  full  of  such 
imagery  as  this.  We  know  that  the  Lord  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  he  was  literally  a  worm ;  it  is  an 
chmous  figure  of  speechy  to  express  his  extreme  insig- 
nificance among  men.  To  the  Roman  Power,  the 
governing  kingdom  of  the  world,  he  was  quite 
unknown :  he  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"  the 
Creator,  the  former  of  all  things,  was  bom^^and 
brought  up,  as  the  son  of  a  poor  Carpenter,  who 
lived  from  nahd  to  mouth,  and  could  not  tell  to-day 
how  he  should  be  provided  for  to-morrow.  Among 
the  great  ones  of  the  earth  he  was  so  very  insig- 
nificant, as  to  be  quite  unknown ;  and  even  long 
after  his  triumphant  resurrection,  we  find  one  of 
their  distinguished  deputies  speaking  of  him  as 
"  one  Jesus  who  was  dead,  but  whom  Paul  affirmed 
to  be  alive."  In  his  lifetime  he  was  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart ;  he  was  quiet,  unostentatious,  and 
peaceable  in  the  land.  While  he  went  about  doing 
such  works  as  no  man  ever  did,  yet  was  he  no- 
thing in  his  own  eves;  and  believed  what  he  said 
when  he  uttered  me  words  "  The  Son  can  do  no- 
thing of  himself."  As  a  worm  is  insignificant  and 
of  no  accomit,  so  was  Christ  in  the  estimation  of  the 

•eat  world ;  and  so  was  he  in  his  own  estimation  : 
e  had  no  pride ;  and  yet  this  grace  is  the  rarest 
thing  in  the  world  to  be  found  in  perfection ;  for 
where  is  the  man  who  does  not  think  more  highly 
of  himself  than  he  ought  to  think  ?  Where  among 
the  millions  do  we  find  a  man  who  is  nothing  in 
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hiB  own  eyes,  and  coimte  it  just,  to  be  considered 
nothing,  by  all  around  him  ?  and  yet,  "  if  any  man 
think  himself  to  be  something,  when  he  is  nothing, 
he  deceiveth  himself.**  When  he  who  counted  it 
no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  humbled  himself 
to  become  a  servant,  he  really  did  empty  him- 
self and  become  nothing ;  he  became  from  that  day 
and  forward,  a  recipient,  and  will  ever  continue 
in  this  dependence  on  God;  "  having  nothmg  and 
yet  possessing  all  things ;''  and  vnjl  thus  to  eternity 
shew  that  the  creature  is  nothing,  but  that  "  God  is 
all  in  alV^  That  he  was  a  reproach  of  men,  and 
despised  of  the  people — ^the  history  of  his  pubhc 
life,  as  given  by  the  evangelists,  fuUy  shews.  The 
established  authorities,  uniformly  looked  on  him  and 
treated  him  as  an  upstart  pretender,  who  had  no 
authority,  and  ought  not  to  be  recognized  in  any 
capacity;  far  less  as  a  teacher  come  from  God. 
He  had  a  few  followers ;  perhaps  a  thousand,  or  even 
two  thousand  may  have  been  persuaded  that  he 
was  no  ordinary  man.  but  "  a  great  prophet  risen 
up  among  us  ;"  but  the  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple despised  and  contemned  him,  and  said  that  he- 
was  a  deceiver.  Yea,  though  he  had  done  so 
many  miracles,  yet  did  thev  not  believe  on  him. 
"  And  the  Pharisees  said,  he  casteth  out  de\'il8 
through  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  the  devils:"  nothings 
could  persuade  them  tnat  he  was  Christ,  because 
they  (fid  not  want  to  be  persuaded;  they  would 
not  see,  because  thy  did  not  wish  to  see :  like  the 
deaf  adder  who  stoppeth  her  ears^  and  will  not 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charming 
never  so  wisely :  he  was  the  reproach  of  all  the 
men  of  note  ana  standing  in  society  ;  and  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  looking  at  him  in  liis  humble  and 
impretending  garb,  and  surrounded,  for  the  most 
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part,  by  "  ignorant  and  unlearned  men ;"  despised 
nim,  and  became  callous  to  his  miraculous  works, 
just  as  men  accustomed  much  to  look  on  the  tricks 
and  illusions  of  a  professed  wizard,  become  in- 
different, even  though  they  have  not  discovered 
the  secret  of  his  tricks.  They  saw  men  who  had 
been  blind,  walk  about  with  restored  sight,  and 
thought  it  curious,  but  troubled  themselves  no  fur- 
ther, being  satisfied  that  he  who  had  wrought  the 
cure  was  a  sinner,  because  he  kept  not  the  Sabbath 
day :  in  a  word,  they  wished  it  not  to  be  true,  that 
Jesus  was  Christ;  and  the  Devil  plied  them,  with 
what  they  would  consider  good  reasons ;  why,  not- 
withstanding all  his  miraculous  works,  he  should 
be  considered  as  an  impostor ;  and  his  crucifixion 
put  the  top  stone  upon  their  convictions ;  for  now 
they  were  sure  that  he  who  saved  others,  and 
could  not  save  himself,  could  not  be  the  Christ ; 
and  so  they  derided  him,  and  said,  "  Let  Christ,  the 
King  of  Israel,  come  down  from  the  cross,  and  we 
will  believe  on  him."  He  was  "  a  reproach  of  men, 
and  despised  of  the  people." 

"  All  they  that  see  me  laugh  me  to  scorn :  they 
shoot  out  the  Up,  they  shake  the  heao, 
sayuig,"  • 

"  He  trusted  on  the  Lord  that  he  would  deliver 
him ;  let  him  deliver  him,  seeing  he  de- 
lighted in  him." 

These  words  were  spoken,  word  for  word,  by  his 
enemies,  who  reproached  and  derided  him,  while 
they  looked  on,  as  he  hung  suspended  on  the 
cross.  There,  indeed,  were  two  or  tnree  courageous 
disciples,  who  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  un- 
ashamed of  him,  even  in  that  hour  of  his  deepest 
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humiliation  ;  but  almost  aD  the  apostles,  and  all  who 
had  been  his  disciples,  stood  afar  off,  and  did  not 
wish  to  be  recognized  as  such,  now  that  their  hopes 
were  quite  gone  ;  now  that  they  ceased  to  expect 
that  it  was  he  that  should  redeem  Israel.  With  his 
ignominous  end  all  their  hopes  perished ;  they  no 
longer  believed  him  to  be  the  Messiah :  not  one  of 
then>  all  entertained  the  expectation,  that  he  would 
re-appear,  as  the  first  that  should  rise  from  the 
dead;  and  as*  for  the  multitude,  who  looked  on, 
they  wagged  their  heads,  in  derisive  scorn,  saying, 
**  An  I  thou  that  buildest  the  temple  in  three  days, 
save  thyself."  The  Roman  guard  who  crucified 
him,  mocked  him,  offering  him  vinegar  to  quench 
his  thirst,  and  so  did  one  of  his  fellow-sufferers,  say- 
ing, if  thou  be  the  Christ,  save  thyself  and  us." 
"  He  looked  on  his  right  hand,  and  beheld,  but 
there  was  no  man  that  would  know  him.  Kefuge 
failed  him ;  no  man  cared  for  his  soul." 

'^^But  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  the 
womb  :  thou  didst  make  me  hope  when  I 
was  upon  my  mother's  breasts." 

"  I  was  cast  upon  thee  from  the  womb  :  thou 
art  my  God  from  my  mother's  belly." 

Althougli  our  Lord  Jesus  took  flesh  of  oin:  flesh  ; 
took  our  nature  in  all  respects  as  we  have  it,  yet 
was  he  sanctified  both  from  the  womb,  and  in  the 
womb;  as  the  angel  announced  to  his  intended 
mother,  "  that  holy  one  which  shall  be  bom  of  thee, 
dial]  be  called  the  Son  of  God."  There  were  in- 
stances in  old  Testament  times,  of  men  consecrated 
to  God  from  the  womb;  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
of  these  was  Jeremiah,  to  whom  God  said,  "Before  I 
formed  thee  in  the  belly,  I  knew  thee ;  and  before 
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• 


thou  earnest  forth  out  of  the  womb,  I  sanctified 
tliee,  and  I  ordained  thee  a  prophet  imto  the  na- 
tions." So  also  of  John  the  Baptist,  it  was  said, 
"  He  shaD  be  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
shall  drink  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink,  and  shaU 
be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  from  his  mo- 
ther's womb."  These  are  two  notable  instances  of 
early  sanctification :  but  a  far  greater  is  he  on 
whom  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  did  rest,  from  the  first 
dawning  of  me  in  the  matrix ;'  for  "  he  through  the 
eternal  spirit  presented  himself  without  spot  unto 
God."  He  was  cast  on  God  from  the  womb,  and 
God  was  his  God,  and  his  joy  from  his  mother's 
belly.  Such  divine  thoughts  as  are  possible  to 
infantile  minds  were  present  with  him  ;  for  he  was 
made  to  hope  in  God,  while  yet  upon  his  mother's 
breasts.  The  grace  of  God  was  upon  him  :  he  early 
understood  that  God  was  his  Father,  and  that  the 
calling  of  his  life  was  to  work  the  works  of  him  that 
sent  him ;  this  is  manifest  from  the  incident  nar- 
rated of  him  in  his  12th  year,  "  How  is  it  that  ye 
Bought  me  ?  wist  ye  not  that  I  must  be  about  my 
Father's  business  ?"  This  is  the  only  incident  re- 
corded of  his  life,  from  his  infancy  to  his  manhood  : 
how  he  spent  those  thirty  long  years,  we  should 
have  had  no  knowledge,  but  for  those  precious 
Psalms,  where  gleanings  can  be  gathered,  even  be- 
fore he  came  forth  to  be  manifest  to  Israel.  There 
we  learn  how  he  was  exercised  during  those  many 
years  while  he  remained  unknown  ;  he  was  being 
disciplined  for  the  great  undertaking  for  which  he 
came  down  from  heaven ;  "  offering  up  continually 
prayers  and  supplications  with  strong  crying,  and 
tears,  unto  liim  that  was  able  to  save  nim  from 
death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared."  Referring 
to  this  period  of  his  life,  he  says,  in  the  32nd  Psalm^ 
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"  When  I  kept  sflence,  my  bones  waxed  old,  through 
my  roaring  aD  the  day  long,  for  day  and  night  thy 
hand  was  heavy  upon  me,  and  my  moisture  was 
turned  into  the  drought  of  simamer."  Though  he 
were  a  son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things 
which  he  suffered.  When  the  proper  time  for  his 
manifestation  to  Israel  arrived,  he  must  needs  be 
baptized ;  for  thus  it  became  him  to  fulfill  all  right- 
eousness ;  then,  ere  yet  he  had  opened  his  mouth 
to  speak  as  never  man  spake,  his  spiritual  armour 
must  be  tested  by  being  brought  mto  direct  and 
visible  conflict  with  the  great  adversary — "  he  was 
impelled  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  to  fast 
forty  days :  and  then  being  an  hungered^  to  be 
tempted  of  the  devil :"  he  entered  the  lists  with 
that  old  serpent,  who  is  the  Devil  and  Satan,  and 
came  forth  victorious.  The  enemy  foiled,  departed 
from  him  for  a  season,  but  only  to  prepare  a  fresh 
series  of  indirect  assaults,  through  the  numerous 
channels  of  access  which  he  possessed  among  wick- 
ed men :  he  was  persistent  and  unceasing  in  his 
attacks,  but  in  not  a  single  instance  did  he  prevail 
against  him.  "  He  knew  no  sin,  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth."  At  last,  the  horn*  of  his  greatest 
conflict  arrived,  when  all  the  powers  of  earth  and 
hell  were  leagued  against  him.  In  that  hoiur  he 
prayed,  and  said, 

"  Be  not  far  from  me,  for  trouble  is  near ;  for 
there  is  none  to  help." 

The  great  crisis  had  arrived,  to  which  he  had 
steadily  looked  forward ;  concerning  which,  Moses 
and  Elias  conversed  with  him,  on  the  nidit  of  his 
transfiguration  in  the  holy  moimt.  They  spake 
with  hmi  concerning  his  decease,  which  he  should 
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accomplish  at  Jerusalem.  Speaking  on  another 
occasion  to  his  disciples,  he  said,  "  I  have  a  baptism 
to  be  baptized  with,  and  how  am  I  straitened  until 
it  be  accomplished  f '  Now  it  was  come,  and  there 
was  none  to  help.  "  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou 
put  far  from  me."  Hie  kingdom  not  being  of  this 
world,  his  servants  and  friends  could  not  fight  for 
him,  that  he  should  not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews : 
he  was  alone,  without  any  visible  aid  :  the  imseen 
God  was  his  only  support,  and  to  him  he  appealed, 
"  Be  not  far  from  me,  for  trouble  is  near ;  and  there 
is  none  to  help."  God  was  near  to  uphold  in  that 
trying  hour,  and  caused  him  to  remember,  that  all 
tiiis  was  "  his  hand^'  with  a  view  to  the  redemption 
of  mankind  :  he  saw,  that  eternal  salvation  to  mil- 
lions would  be  the  reward  of  his  conflict :  this  was 
the  joy  set  before  him,  for  which  he  endured  the 
cross,  and  despised  the  shame.  When  we  consider 
that  the  sufferer  was  no  other  than  God  himself  in 
our  nature,  we  may  weD  exclaim,  "Great  is  the 
mystery  of  godliness." 

"  Many  bulb  have  compassed  me  :  strong  bulls 
of  Bashan  have  beset  me  round." 

"  They  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouths,  as 
a  ravening  and  a  roaring  Hon." 

The  wicked  multitudes,  headed  by  the  chief 
priests  and  elders,  who  had  cried  with  loud  and  tu- 
multuous voices,  demanding  his  crucifixion,  all  were 
now  gratified  by  the  dreadful  sight ;  at  which  even 
the  sun  refused  to  look,  "  for  there  was  darkness  over 
all  the  land  from  the  sixth  to  the  ninth  hour."  Like 
a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey,  and  who  now  has 
dt  fully  \vithin  his  grasp,  "  they  gaped  upon  him." 
Oh,  there  never  was  a  day,  when  the  full  wickedness 
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of  the  human  heart  was  bo  openly  displayed,  as  on 
that  day  :  it  was  the  greatest  crime  ever  perpetrated 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  although  by  the  marvel- 
lous mercy  and  forbearance  of  God,  it  has  been  con- 
verted into  the  greatest  blessing. 

"  I  am  poured  out  like  water,  and  all  iny  bones 
are  out  of  joint :  my  heart  is  like  wax ;  it 
is  melted  in  the  midst  of  my  bowels." 

He  describes  his  sufferings,  as  a  man  whose 
strength  was  utterly  prostrated ;  as  a  body  dissolved 
in  water,  so  was  the  life  ebbing  out ;  and  reproach 
was  breaking  his  heart,  and  causing  it  to  melt  in 
the  midst  of  his  bowels. 

"  My  strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd :  and 
my  tongue  cleaveth  to  my  jaws  :  and  thou 
hast  brought  me  into  the  dust  of  death." 

At  this  time  his  soul  was  full  of  troubles ;  and  his 
life  drew  nigh  unto  the  grave :  he  was  coimted 
with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit :  he  was  as  a 
man  that  hath  no  strength ;  for  his  strength  was 
dried  up  like  a  potsherd ;  neither  was  there  a  drop 
of  water  to  quench  his  parched  lips :  none  of  his 
disciples  brought  him  any  aid,  and  if  they  had,  the 
soldiers,  who  were  his  executioners,  would  not  have 
allowed  them  to  give  it.  When  he  said,  "  I  thirst," 
they  filled  a  sponge  with  vinegar,  and  put  it  on  a 
reed,  and  placed  it  to  his  mouth,  but  when  he  tasted 
thereof,  he  would  not  drink :  thus  his  throat  was 
dried,  and  his  tongue  did  cleave  unto  his  jaws ;  and 
God  brought  him  into  the  dust  of  death  :  "  for  it 
pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him,  and  to  put  him  to 
grief,  yet  he  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions^ 
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he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  the  chastisement 
of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  stripes 
are  we  nealed ;  all  we  Hke  sheep  have  gone  astray, 
and  turned  every  one  to  his  own  wav,  and  the  Lord 
hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  an." 

"  Dogs  have  compassed  me  ;  the  assembly  of 
the  wicked  have  inclosed  me :  they  pierced 
my  liands  and  my  feet.'' 

There  were  three  persons  crucified ;  the  centre 
one  being  Christ :  thus  was  he  numbered  with  the 
transgressors  :  and  all  around,  stood  the  gazing 
hardened  multitudes,  who  looked  on  with  indiffer- 
ence, and  whose  souls  were  dead  to  pity ;  while  his 
acquantance  stood  afar  off.  They  pierced  his  hands 
and  his  feet,  and  then  with  malignant  eyes  looked 
on  him  whom  they  had  pierced.  Many  were  the 
cruel  modes  of  death  devised  by  satanic  ingenuity, 
but  this  surpassed,  on  account  of  the  prolonged  in- 
tensity of  anguish  to  the  sufferer ;  days  frequently 
elapedng  before  death  came  to  his  relief :  it  was  this 
which  occasioned  surprise  to  Pilate  when  inform- 
ed that  Jesus  was  dead  before  the  sun  had  gone 
down  on  the  same  day :  but  he  yielded  up  the 
ghost,  not  on  accoomt  of  the  pain  he  endured,  but 
&om  the  agony  of  his  soul,  because  of  the  reproach, 
and  the  shame,  and  the  dishonour  to  which  he  was 
subjected.  "  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart,  and 
I  am  full  of  heavmess,  and  I  looked  for  some  to  take 

f)ity,  and  there  was  none  ;  they  gave  me  also  gall 
or  my  meat,  and  in  my  thirst,  they  gave  me  vine- 
^r  to  drink."   Psalm  Ixix.  20. 


I  may  tell  all  my  bones :  they  look  and  stare 
upon  me." 
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"  They  part  my  gaiments  among  them,  and 
cast  lots  upon  my  vesture." 

Thus  was  his  love  to  mankind  recompensed  by 
bitter  and  cruel  hatred.  Christ,  in  fulfilment  of  the 
royal  law,  loved  every  man  as  himself;  but  for  his 
love  they  were  his  enemies :  they  looked  and  stared 
upon  him  with  idle  and  unfeelmg  gaze  ;  they  saw 
not  that  "  this  was  thy  hand,  and  that  thou  Lord 
hast  done  it,"  but  concluded  from  the  fact  of  his 
bein^  in  these  circumstances,  that  the  proof  was 
positive  and  undeniable,  that  he  had  all  along  been 
a  deceiver  of  the  people.  The  Roman  soldiers  took 
possession  of  his  garments,  dividing  them  among 
the  quaternion,  who,  along  with  a  centurion,  had 
been  left  as  guard ;  there  was  little  to  divide,  for 
the  Son  of  man  had  no  changes  of  garments,  neither 
was  arrayed  in  costly  apparel ;  one  article  of  cloth- 
ing alone  seemed  of  value,  even  his  vesture,  and  for 
it  the^  cast  lots.  These  things,  therefore,  the  sol- 
diers did :  and  these  things  were  foretold  nearly  a 
thousand  vears  before  their  accomplishment,  and 
were  fulfilled  to  the  letter ;  for  a  figurative  fulfill- 
ment is  no  fulfillment  Every  word  concerning 
Jesus  at  his  first  coming,  to  the  smallest  tittle,  was 
brought  to  pass,  and  so  shall  all  be  accomplished 
with  equal  minuteness,  of  the  still  more  numerous 
predictions  respecting  his  second  and  permanent 
advent :  for  with  God  nothing  shall  be  impossible. 

"  But  be  not  thou  far  from  me,  0  Lord :  0  my 

strength,  haste  thee  to  help  me." 
"  Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword ;  my  darling 

from  the  power  of  the  dog." 
"  Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth ;  for  thou  hast 

heard  me  from  the  horns  of  the  unicorns." 

14 
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"  Lover  and  friend  were  put  far  from  him ;" 
this  was  a  deprivation  which  greatly  added  to  his 
affliction ;  but  the  desolation  was  complete  when 
the  light  of  God's  countenance  was  withdrawn ;  yet 
his  confidence  was  unshaken :  nothing  could  make 
him  distrust  God.  With  strong  crymg  and  tears 
he  implores  that  God  would  not  be  far  from  him, 
but  would  hasten  to  help  him,  because  he  was 
his  strength ;  he  had  no  strength  of  his  own,  all 
his  sufficiency  was  of  God,  and  whatever  he  did, 
he  did  by  the  power  of  God.  Even  so  is  Christ 
our  strength;  without  him  we  can  do  nothing; 
aud  his  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness. 

"  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren  : 
in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  will  I 
praise  thee.'' 

Thus  he  endured  the  cross  and  despised  the 
shame,  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him :  and 
this  wtis  the  joy  set  before  him,  that  he  would  de- 
clare God's  name  imto  his  brethren ;  "  I  have  de- 
clared unto  them  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it; 
that  the  love  wherewith  thou  hast  loved  me,  may  be 
in  them,  and  I  in  them.''  On  the  cross,  in  the  hour 
of  bitterest  agony,  the  prospect  of  again  declaring 
his  name  to  his  brethren,  and  of  giving  praise  to 
him  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation,  sustamed  and 
upheld  him.  And  what  congregation  does  he  thus 
look  forward  to,  as  the  crown  of  his  joy!  The 
"  Remnant  of  Jacob,"  at  first  only  144000,  who  ap- 
pear with  him  on  the  Mount  Zion  :  but  swelling  out 
m  the  course  of  ages  to  numberless  millions :  tliis 
is  the  great  congregation,  in  the  midst  of  which  he 
will  give  praise  to  God. 
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"  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praise  him ;  all  ye  the 
seed  of  Jacob,  glorify  him  :  and  fear  him, 
all  ye  the  seed  of  Israel." 

This  was  the  people  that  he  had  in  his  view,  and 
to  whom  he  now  speaks  by  anticipation.  Bv  faith, 
the  future  glory  is  now  realized,  and  the  holy  seed 
before  him ;  for  "  faith  is  the  substance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen."  His 
holy  soul  overleaps  all  the  interval  between  his  as- 
cension to  heaven,  and  his  return  to  his  throne, 
when  the  hosts  of  Israel  will,  with  one  consent,  Uft 
up  to  God,  the  voice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
headed  by  Melchisedec,  their  great  high  priest. 

"  For  he  hath  not  despised  nor  abhorred  the 
affliction  of  the  afflicted ;  neither  hath  he 
hid  his  face  from  him ;  but  when  he  cried 
unto  him,  he  heard."    • 

There  was  darkness  over  all  the  land  from  the 
sixth  to  the  ninth  hour ;  then  the  darkness  passed 
away,  the  light  retiuned,-  and  the  longing  heart 
of  (5od  returned  to  his  beloved  Son,  so  mat  he 
could  now  testify  that  his  cry  was  heard ;  the  ter- 
rible conflict  was  at  an  end,  and  the  victory  ob- 
tained :  he  said,  "  It  is  finished  :"  "  Father,  into  thy 
hands  I  commend  my  Spirit." 

"  My  praise  shall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  con- 

Segation :   I   will  pay  my   vows   before 
em  that  fear  him.' 

There  are  none  who  know  the  Father  but  the 
Son.      To  him  hath  the  Son  said,  ''  I  will  praise 
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thee,  0  Lord,  my  God,  with  all  my  heart ;  and  I 
will  glorify  thv  name  for  evermore."  How  exalted 
must  be  the  Father,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Son  I 

''The  meek  shall  eat  and  be  satisfied;  they 
shall  praise  the  Lord  that  seek  him :  your 
heart  shall  live  for  ever." 

Blessed  are  the  meek ;  for  they  shall  inherit  the 
earth ;"  "  for  yet  a  little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall 
not  be,  yea,  thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his  place, 
and  it  shall  not  be  ;  but  tne  meek  shall  inherit  the 
earth,  and  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abtmdance 
of  peace," — (see  37th  Psalm.;  then  they  shall  eat 
and  be  satisfied ;  "  their  bread  shall  be  given  them, 
and  their  water  shall  be  sure ;"  they  shall  praise  the 
Lord ;  their  heart  shall  live  for  ever.  Jesus  saw 
afar  off*,  the  glory  to  be  revealed,  when  he  shall 
come  the  second  tiine,  without  sin,  unto  salvation ; 
the  joy  set  before  him  was  the  joy  of  beholding 
his  father's  will  done  on  earth,  as  it  now  is  done  in 
heaven. 

"  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and 
turn  to  the  Lord  :  and  all  the  kindreds  of 
the  nations  shall  worship  before  him." 

"  The  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord ;  when  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
the  heavens  have  received  until  the  times  of  res- 
titution of  all  things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the 
mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  the  world 
began." 


{< 


The  kingdom  is  the  Lord's :  and  he  is  the 
governor  among  the  nations." 


DEATH  NO  LONGER  THE  KING  OF  TERRORS.   213 

Afl  yet  we  see  not  the  kingdom  ;  for  he  hath  ap- 
pointed a  time  :  when  the  seventh  aneel  shall  begm 
to  sound,  then  the  mystery  of  God  shall  be  finished; 
there  shall  be  great  voices  in  heaven,  saying,  "  The 
kingdoms  of  tnis  world  are  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ ;  and  he  shall  reign  for 
ever  and  ever." 

*'A11  they  that  be  fat  in  earth  shall  eat  and 
worship;  all  they  that  go  down  to  the 
dust  shall  bow  before  him  ;  and  none  can 
keep  aEve  his  own  soul." 

Christ  has  many  enemies  to  subdue  when  he 
comes  to  reign ;  he  will  not  deliver  up  the  king- 
dom to  God,  even  the  Father,  until  the  last  enemy 
is  put  under  his  feet,  which  last  enemy  is  death. 
During  the  millenium  many  will  go  down  to  the 
dust,  but  death  vnJl  no  longer  be  the  king  of  terrors ; 
they  will  die,  to  re-appear  m  ^orified  bodies,  and  so 
shaU  welcome  the  approach  of  death. 

"  A  seed  shall  serve  him  :  it  shall  be  accounted 
to  the  Lord  for  a  generation." 

**  A  people  shall  be  created  who  shall  praise  the 
Lord."  The  seed  of  Israel,  and  his  seed's  seed, 
through  all  generations  shall  serve  the  Lord.  "Israel 
shall  Uossom  and  bud,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  world 
with  fruit."  "  These  shall  be  the  generations  of  them 
that  seek  him ;  that  seek  thy  face,  (0  God)  of  Jacob.** 
"  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  who  redeemed  Ab- 
raham, concerning  the  house  of  Jacob,  Jacob  shall 
not  now  be  ashamed,  neither  shall  his  face  now 
wax  pale ;  but  when  he  seeth  his  children,  the  work 
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of  mine  handB,  in  the  midst  of  him,  they  shall  sanc- 
my  my  name ;  they  shall  sanctify  the  holy  one  of 
Jacob,  and  shall  fear  the  God  of  Lsrael." 

^  They  shall  come,  and  shall  declare  his  right- 
eousness mito  a  people  that  shall  be  bom ; 
that  he  hath  done  this." 


God  hath  said  concerning  his  Son  (45th  Psalm^ 
"I  will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in  all  gene- 
rations :  therefore  shall  the  people  praise  thee  for 
ever  and  ever."  There  wul  be  an  endless  suc- 
cession of  generations ;  and  to  every  generation 
as  it  arises,  will  Christ  be  proclaimed,  as  "  the  Lord 
their  righteousness ;"  and  to  the  people  that  shall  be 
bom,  it  will  be  declared  "that  he  hath  done  this;"  viz. 
that  "he  bore  our  sins  and  carried  our  sorrows."  This 
great  work  of  the  recovery  of  our  race  will  never 
be  forgotten  ;  it  will  be  remembered  and  cherished 
in  the  hearts  of  all  peoples,  and  nations,  and  tongues: 
and  Christ,  who  is  also  our  God,  will  be  adored  for 
ever  and  ever. 


PSALM    XXII  L 

1.  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want. 

2.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures  : 
he  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters. 

3.  He  restoreth  my  soul :  he  leadeth  me  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness  for  his  name's  sake. 

4.  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art 
with  me ;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me. 

5.  Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  the  pre- 
sence of  mme  enemies :  thou  anointest  my  head 
with  oil ;  my  cup  runneth  over. 

6.  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life  ;  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

*^  The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want/* 

This  Psalm  forms  a  continuation  of  the  last^  for 
it  contains  the  dying  utterances  of  Jesus ;  after  the 
darkness  was  past,  when  again  the  burning  light 
of  divine  love  rested  upon  him.  Jehovah  was  his 
shepherd :  so  is  he  to  us — "  The  ffreat  Shepherd  of 
the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  co- 
venant.*'    "  He  wiU  never  leave  us  nor  forsake  us." 

''  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures ; 
he  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters." 

He  will  feed  us  with  nourishment  divine,  and  all  our 
footsteps  guide.  In  the  eternal  age,  "  we  shall  him- 
ger  no  more ;  neither  thirst  any  more,  for  the  Lamb 
who  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall  feed  us,  and 
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shall  lead  us  to  living  fountaiiis  of  waters,  and  God 
shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  OTir  eyes. 

"  He  restoreth  my  soul ;  he  leadeth  me  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness  for  his  name's  sake." 

His  soul  had  been  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto 
death ;  but,  before  he  gave  up  the  ghost,  his  Father 
had  restored  his  soul,  and  again  filled  him  with  the 
eace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding :  led 
im  in  the  paths  of  righteousness,  and  made  him  to 
cleave  to  God,  his  exceeding  joy. 


E 


"  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for 
thou  art  with  me ;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff 
they  comfort  me.'' 

Death  is  no  more  the  great  mysterious  unknown ; 
for  Chmst  has,  for  us,  passed  through  the  dark  val- 
ley, and  again  emerged  from  it;  and  thus  has 
*'  abolished  death,  andbrought  life  and  immortality 
to  light."  Christ  has  deprived  death  of  his  stin^ 
(for  the  sting  of  death  is  edn^ ;  he  has  loved  us  ana 
washed  us  ftom  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  so  that  we 
may  fearlessly  foDow  him  down  to  the  dark  cham- 
bers, to  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death;  for  as  the 
Father  was  witn  him,  so  will  he  be  with  us ;  his 
rod  and  staff  will  be  our  sure  support.  "  When 
thou  passest  through  the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee, 
and  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not  overflow  thee." 
Lean  on  Chiist  all  the  day,  and  every  day,  and 
then  when  the  dark  hour  comes,  leaning  on  the  arm 
of  our  beloved,  we  shall  safely  pass  through  the 
Jordan  of  death,  and  in  a  moment  awake,  disem- 
bodied, with  new  and  glorious  powers,  such  as  the 
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disembodied  wpinte  of  the  just  made  perfect  possess, 
to  be  with  CJirist,  which  is  far  better,  "  For  we 
know  that  if  om*  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle 
were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal,  in  the  heavens,"  t.^.,  in 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  now  the  habitation  of  the 
spirits  of  just  men  ;  to  be  also  their  habitation  when 
clothed  upon  with  their  glorified  bodies,  at  the 
coming  of  the  Lord. 

"  Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  the  pre- 
sence of  mine  enemies ;  thou  anointest  my 
head  with  oil ;  my  cup  rrameth  over." 

When  the  heavens  diall  declare  his  ri^teousness 
and  all  the  people  shall  see  his  glory,  then  diall  they 
see  the  table  which  God  has  prepared  for  him,  and 
shall  gnash  with  their  teeth,  and  melt  sway.  This 
Jesus  whom  they  rejected  as  their  king,  saying, 
We  have  no  king  but  Ccesary  they  shall  behold  to  then* 
everlasting  i^ame  and  confusion  to  be  God's  anoin- 
ted, upon  whose  head  the  holv  anointing  oil  hath 
been  poured  ;  and  whom  God  fl^th  made  most  bles- 
sed for  even 

"  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shaD  foDow  me 
all  the  days  of  my  life ;  and  I  will  dwell 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever." 

The  davs  of  his  Ufe  will  be  for  ever  and  ever ; 
for  he  being  raised  from  the  dead,  dieth  no  more ; 
death  hath  no  more  dominion  over  him :  the  inex- 
haustible treasures  of  Jehovah's  goodness  and 
mercy  will  be  poured  into  his  lap :  and  he  will 
dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever,  even  in 
his  holy  temple. 


PSALM    XXIV. 

1.  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fiihieBS  there- 
of ;  the  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein ; 

2,  For  he  hath  founaed  it  upon  the  seas,  and  es- 
tablished it  upon  the  floods. 

2,  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord ! 
and  who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place  ? 

4.  He  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart ; 
who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor 
sworn  deceitfully. 

5.  He  shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord, 
and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  his  salvation. 

6.  This  is  the  generation  of  them  that  seek  him, 
that  seek  thy  face,  0  Jacob.     Selah. 

7.  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye 
lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors ;  and  the  King  of  glory 
shall  come  in. 

8.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  strong 
and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle. 

9;  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates ;  even  lift  them 
up,  ye  everlasting  doors ;  and  the  King  of  glory 
shall  come  in. 

10.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory?  The  Lord  of 
hosts,  he  is  the  King  of  glory.     Selah. 

*^  The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  there- 
of; the  world  and  they  that  dwell  there- 
m. 

It  is  when  he  cometh  in  the  clouds  of  heaven 
with  power  and  great  glory  to  wrest  the  earth 
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from  its  present  oecupants,  that  these  words  shall 
be  fulfillea :  then  do  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  be- 
come, indeed,  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his 
Christ.  The  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  diall  be 
for  his  possession ;  "  the  earth  shall  be  the  Lord's 
and  he-  will  be  the  governor  among  the  nations." 

^  For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  seas,  and 
establiiahed  it  upon  the  floods." 

The  seas  and  floods,  are  ttie  peoples,  nations^  and 
tonnes,  whom  he  rfiall  tread  under  his  feet :  for 
the  mdignation  of  the  Lord  shall  be  upon  all  na^ 
tion» :  and  his  fury  upon  all  their  armies :  he  will 
utterlv  destroy  them^ ;  he  will  deliver  themr  to  the- 
daughter,  and  erect  his  throne  upon  their  ruins. 
*'  He  -will  found  it  upon  the  seas,  and  establish  it 
upon  the  floods."  Then  he  will  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  his  glory ;  for  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in 
mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before  his 
ancients  gloriously. 

"  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  LordT 
who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place  ?" 

This  question,  is  cusked  in  another  form,  in  the 
33rd  Isaiah,  14th  verse,  "  Who  among  us  shall  dwell 
with  the  devouring  fire  ?  who  among  us  shall  dwell 
with  the  everlasting  buming&l"  and  the  answer  is 
similar :  **  He  that  walketh  righteously,  and  speaketh 
uprightly ;  he  that  despiseth  the  ^in  of  oppressions^ 
that  shaketh  his  hand  from  holding  of  bribes^  that 
stoppeth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  blood,  and  shutteth 
his  eyes  from  seeing  of  evil ;  ne  shall  dwell  on  higlv 
his  place  of  defence  shall  be  the  munition  of  rocks  r 
bread  shall  be  given  him,  his  water  shall  be  sure ;: 
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he  shall  see  the  King  in  his  beauty ;  he  shall  be- 
hold the  land  which  (may  at  present)  be  very  far 
off;"  our  Lord  himself,  speaking  in  the  101st  Psalm, 
testifies  as  to  who  shall,  and  whoshall  not  be  honoured 
to  dwell  with  him :  "Mine  eye8,"saith  he,  ** shall  be  up- 
on the  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they  may  dwell  with 
me :  he  that  walketh  in  a  perfect  way,  he  shall  serve 
me ;"  which  corresponds  with  the  reply  to  the  question 
in  this  Psalm,  "  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of 
the  Lord,  and  who  shall  dwell  in  his  holy  place  ?" 

"  He  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart : 
who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul  unto  vanity, 
nor  sworn  deceitfully." 

How  are  we  to  obtain  clean  hands  and  a  pure 
heart  ?  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
have  done,  or  can  do ;  for  "if  righteousness  come  by 
the  law,  Christ  is  dead  in  vain ;"  "  Christ  is  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one  who  be- 
lieveth."  Our  completeness  stands  in  him  ;  the  faith 
of  this  purifies  our  hearts.  This  is  God's  method  of 
recovery:  God's  way  of  human  renovation;  and 
there  is  no  other.  Qirist  was  the  stumbling-stone 
to  the  Jews ;  they  would  not  submit  themselves  to 
be  saved  by  his  righteousness,  but  went  about  to 
establish  their  own  righteousness ;  and  so  perished : 
but  as  many  as  consent  to  be  saved  by  Christ,  they 

"  Shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord, 
and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  their 
salvation." 

The  blessing  stands  in  opposition  to  the  curse. 
The  curse  came  by  Adam,  and  is  death :  the  bles- 
sing comes  by  Chnst,  and  is  life  everlasting.     By 
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one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
fiin.  By  one  man  righteousness  entered  into  the 
world,  and  life  by  righteousness :  this  life  is  pro- 
mised to  all,  and  all  are  warranted  to  cherish  this 
hope.  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him, 
purifieth  himself  even  as  God  is  pure. 

"  This  is  the  generation  of  them   that  seek 
him ;  that  seek  thy  face,  0  Jacob." 

When  Christ  comes,  there  is  a  people  prepared 
to  receive  him  :  for  he  comes  to  them  "  who  turn 
from  transgression  in  Jacob  ;"  to  a  people  prepared 
for  the  Lord ;  for  "  the  remnant  shall  return,  even 
the  remnant  of  Jacob,  unto  the  mighty  God."  Our 
Lord  is  called  by  many  names  in  scripture :  here 
he  is  named  Jacob,  because  he  is  the  Father  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Israel ;  the  father  of  the  everlasting 
age ;  nor  is  this  the  only  time  he  is  called  by  the 
name  of  Jacob,  or  Israel ;  for,  "  as  a  prince  with 
God  he  hath  prevailed."  In  the  49th  Isaiah,  he 
said  amto  him,  "  Thou  art  my  servant,  0  Israel,  in 
whom  I  will  be  glorified."  "  This  is  the  genera- 
tion of  them  that  seek  him,  that  seek  thy  face,  O 
Jacob."  As  Jacob  was  the  founder  of  the  natural, 
so  is  Christ  the  founder  of  the  spiritual  and  eternal 
race ;  for  from  the  day  of  his  coming,  there  will 
be  an  eternal  succession  of  generations  of  the  spiri- 
tual seed,  of  whom  the  patriarch  is  our  exalted  Lord, 
and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

"  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye  lift 

up  ye  everlasting  doors ;   and  the  kmg  of 

glory  shall  come  in." 
"  Who  is  this  King  of  fflory  t     The  Lord 

strong  and  mighty,  me  Lord  mighty  in 

battle." 
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"Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates;  even  lift 
them  up,  ye  everlasting  doors ;  and  the 
King  of  glory  shall  come  in." 

"  Who  is  this  King  of  glory !  The  Lord  of 
hosts,  he  is  the  King  of  glory.     Selah." 

An  attentive  enquirer  would  say  like  the  Eunuch; 
Of  whom  speaketh  the  psalmist  tnis  f  of  himself  or 
of  some  other  man  ?  many  r^ad  these  words  as  some 
raphsody  or  figurative  allusion  to  something  of 
which  the  reader  feels  Gttle  interest.  This  is  no 
figurative  nonentity,  but  a  solemn  annoomcement 
of  the  coming  to  the  house  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
"  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords."  This  is  the 
day  of  his  inauguration  to  a  throne  which  will  con- 
tinue for  ever,  as  it  is  written,  "  Thy  throne,  0  God, 
is  for  ever  and  ever."  The  Lord  God  shall  eive 
imto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  and  he  shall 
reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his 
kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end;  think  of  these  words, 
"/w  ever ;"  what  emptiness  and  insigmficance  does 
it  cast  upon  all  present  things ;  they  are  not  worthy 
of  a  moment's  consideration,  but  as  they  bear  on  our 
futm-e  well-being,  because  they  are  but  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  whereas  the  glory  promised  to  us  in  Christ, 
is  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight  of  fflory. 
Forget,  0  man  of  God,  thine  own  people  ana  thy 
father's  house,  and  let  thy  heart  long  to  see  the  face 
of  thy  Redeemer,  and  the  day  of  his  coming  glory. 
As  Jesus  entered  into  the  city  by  the  gates  of  Jeru- 
salem on  that  day  when  it  was  said,  "  Tell  ye  the 
daughter  of  Zion,  Behold  thy  king  cometh,  meek, 
and  sitting  upon  an  ass,  even  a  C(>It,  the  foal  of  an 
aas."  So  shall  the  Lord  on  that  day,  in  solemn  and 
glorious  procession  enter  into  the  holy  city,  his  own 
city,  the  city  of  the  great  king,  preceded  and  fol- 
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lowed  by  the  144,000,  who  have  his  father's  name 
written  on  their  foreheads ;  as  it  is  written  in  the 
26th  Isaiah,  "  Open  ye  the  gates  that  the  riffhteous 
nation  who  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in.'  That 
is  the  day  to  which  onr  Lord  referred,  when  he  said, 
"  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  ye  shall  not  see  me  hence- 
forth, until  tnat  day  when  ye  shall  say,  *  Blessed  is 
he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;' "  then 
shall  he  say,  "  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteous- 
ness, I  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the  Lord.'^ 
This  is  the  gate  of  the  Lord  into  which  the  right- 
eous shall  enter,  (see  118th  Psalm).  They  are  called 
everlasting  gates  or  doors,  because  like  the  clothes 
which  the  children  of  Israel  wore  in  the  wilderness, 
they  will  not  wax  old,  nor  become  dilapidated 
through  age ;  for  "  thine  eyes  shall  see  Jerusalem 
a  quiet  habitation  ;  a  tabernacle  which  shall  not  be 
taCen  down :  not  one  of  the  stakes  thereof  shall  ever 
he  removed,  neither  shall  any  of  the  cords  thereof  be 
broken.  When  the  gates  have  lifted  up  their  heads, 
and  the  everlasting  doors ;  when  in  answer  to  the 
demand  of  the  great  Kin^  they  fly  open,  and  the 
silver  keys  are  handed  to  him,  then  the  keys  of  the 
house  of  David  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder — ^who  is 
the  King  of  glory ;  and  he  shall  shut  and  none  shall 
open,  and  open  and  none  shall  shut.  But  who  is 
this  high  personage  to  whom  belongs  the  title, 
"  King  of  glory" — ^who  is  he  ?  The  Lord  strong 
and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle.  Many 
kings  have  returned  in  triumph  as  victors :  but 
never  did  king  return  from  soicn  a  con(]^uest.  The 
whole  earth  has  been  subdued  before  him  ;  and  all 
his  enemies  have  been  laid  low  :  he  hath  woimded 
the  heads  over  many  countries.  "  The  Lord  strong 
and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle ;  therefore, 
lift  np  your  heads,  0  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye  lifted 
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up,  ve  everlasting  doors ;  and  the  King  of  glory 
snail  come  in,"  and  take  possession,  not  for  a  brief 
term  of  years,  like  the  kmgs  that  have  been,  but 
for  ever ;  an  unending  period.  No  numerals  with 
endless  cyphers  can  express  it,  no  finite  mind  can 
grasp  it ;  tne  infinite  alone  can  understand  it.  The 
King  of  gloiy  shall  reign.     But  who  is  the  King  of 

flory?  The  Lord  of  hosts,  he  is  the  king  of  glory;" 
e  whom  Isaiah  saw  in  vision,  sitting  upon  his 
''  throne,  hi^h  and  lifted  up,  and  his  tram  fiilled  the 
temple,  while  above  it  stood  the  seraphims,  and 
one  cried  to  another,  and  said,  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  is 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  whole  earth  is  ftdl  of  his 
glory ;"  he  whose  goings  forth  have  been  of  old 
from  everlasting,  he  is  tne  King  of  glory.  "  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,"  even  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 


PSALM    XXV. 

1.  Unto  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul 

2.  0  my  God,  I  trust  in  thee :  let  me  not  be 
ashamed ;  let  not  mine  enemies  triumph  over  me. 

3.  Yea,  let  none  that  wait  on  thee  be  ashamed  : 
let  them  be  ashamed  which  transgress  without 
"Cause. 

4.  Shew  me  thy  ways,  O  Lord ;  teach  me  thy 
paths. 

5.  Lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me  :  for  thou 
art  the  God  of  my  salvation  ;  on  thee  do  I  wait  all 
the  day. 

6.  Remember,  0  Lord,  thy  tender  mercies  and 
thy  loving-kindnesses ;  for  they  have  been  ever  of 
old. 

7.  Remember  not  the  sins  of  my  youth,  nor  my 
transgressions :  according  to  thy  mercy  remember 
thou  me  for  thv  goodness'  sake,  0  Lord. 

8.  Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord :  therefore  will 
he  teach  sinners  m  the  way. 

9.  The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment;  and 
the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way. 

10.  All  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and 
truth  unto  such  as  keep  his  covenant  and  ms  tes- 
timonies. 

11.  For  thy  name's  sake,  0  Lord,  pardon  mine 
iniquity ;  for  it  is  great. 

12.  What  man  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord  ?  him 
shall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  he  shall  choose. 

13.  His  soul  shall  dwell  at  ease ;  and  his  seed  shall 
inherit  the  earth. 

15 
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14.  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear 
him  ;  and  he  will  shew  them  his  covenant, 

15.  Mine  eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord ;  for  he 
shaH  pluck  my  feet  ont  of  the  net. 

16.  Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me; 
for  I  am  desolate  and  afflicted. 

17.  The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  enlarged :  0 
bring  thou  me  out  of  my  distresses. 

18.  Look  upon  mine  affliction  and  my  pain  ;  and 
forgive  all  my  sins. 

19.  Consider  mine  enemies,  for  they  are  many  ; 
and  they  hate  me  with  cruel  hatred. 

20.  0  keep  my  soul,  and  deliver  me  :  let  me  not 
be  ashamed ;  for  I  put  my  trust  in  thee. 

21.  Let  integrity  and  uprightness  preserve  me ; 
for  I  wait  on  thee. 

22.  Redeem  Israel,  0  God,  out  of  all  his  troubles. 

"  Unto  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul." 
"  0  my  God,  I  trust  in  thee :  let  me  not  be 
ashamed,  let  not  mine  enemies  triumph 


over  me." 


How  precious  are  the  Psalms,  when  we  know 
that  the  speaker  is  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
full  of  grace  and  truth ;  a  perfect  pattern  for  our 
imitation,  and  who  hath  a  fellow  feeling  for  our  in- 
firmities, having  been  himself  tempted  m  all  points, 
like  as  we  are.  Our  Lord  possessed  no  advantages 
in  conflicting  with  and  overcoming  sin,  which  we  do 
not  possess.  It  was  of  necessity,  and  in  strict  confoi^ 
mity  with  the  righteous  requirements  of  God,  that 
he  who  would  be  our  Redeemer,  must  himself  come 
into  the  lowest  depths  of  our  fallen  natiu-e,  and 
through  a  long  com*se  of  obedience,  win  his  way, 
thi'ough  death,  to  glory,  honour,  and  immortality : 
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he  indeed  possessed  this  advantage;  sin  could  not  re- 
new its  attacks  upon  him  as  on  one  who  had  been  al- 
ready foiled ;  he  knew  no  sin  personally,  yet  he  was 
oppressed  by  the  multitude  of  his  sins ;  they  were  a 
burden   too   heavy   for  him  to  bear.      When   he 
Kfted  up  his  soul  unto  God,  it  was  indeed  a  reality, 
a  true  approach :  he  spake  as  seeing  him  that  is 
invisible:   and  knowing  the  Father,  to  whom  he 
prayed,  he  put  his  trust  in  him  :  the  trust  which 
the  Son  reposed  in  the  Father  was  an  undoubting 
and  entire  reliance,  which  never  faltered.     "  0  my 
God,  I  trust  in  thee :"  "  let  me  not  be  ashamed ;" 
"let  not  mine  enemies  triumph  over  me."     God 
heard  and  answered;   for  with  the  meekness  of 
the  lamb,  he  possessed  all  the  boldness  of  the  lion ; 
fearinff  not  the  face  of  man,  nor  swerving  a  hair's 
breadth  from  the  message  he  had  to  deliver  :  from 
the  truths  which  he  had  to  annoimce  :  truths  often 
unwelcome,  and  grating  to  his  hearers ;  yet  was  he 
unashamed  because  the  law  of  God  was  in  his 
heart.    "  1  have  preached  righteousness  in  the  great 
conCTeeation :  lo,  I  have  not  refrained  my  lips,  0 
Lord,  thou  knowest."     To  his  second  petition,  that 
his  enemies  should  not  (be  permitted)  to  triumph 
over  him :  its  perfect  answer  will  be  on  the  day 
when  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  the 
<;louds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory :  then 
^  his  enemies  shaD  be  ashamed,  and  sore  vexed, 
they  shall  return  and  be  ashamed  suddenly. 

"  Yea,  let  none  that  wait  on  thee  be  ashamed ; 
let  them  be  ashamed  that  transgress  with- 
out cause." 

They  who  wait  on  the  Lord  shall  renew  their 
4Strength,  and  in  proportion  to  the  strength  thus 
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obtained,  they  will  not  be  ashamed :  but  trans- 
gi'essors  shall  be  put  to  shame  and  everlasting^con- 
tempt.  As  yet  they  are  not  ashamed,  yea,  they 
glory  in  their  shame,  but  a  day  is  connng,  when 
they  shall  be  covered  with  shame  and  dishonour. 
Every  transgression  is  without  cause,  therefore 
every  transgression  is  great :  with  God  are  no^litile 
or  venial  sins ;  no  white  lies ;  all  are  black ;  and  the 
doers  of  them,  if  they  repent  not,  will  be  cast  into 
the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever. 

"  Shew  me  thy  ways,  0  Lord ;  teach  me  thy 

paths." 
**  Lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me ;  for  thau 
art  the  God  of  my  salvation ;  on  thee  do 
1  wait  all  the  day." 

The  words  used  by  Jesus  in  prayer,  he  puts  into 
our  mouths,  and  thus  we  follow  the  Lamb :  how 
blessed  it  is  to  be  allowed  to  employ  the  same  lan- 

fuage,  and  so  commime  with  his  Father  and  our 
ather,  with  his  God  and  our  God.  "  Shew  me 
thy  ways,  0  Lord."  When  Jehovah  swore  in  his 
wrath  concerning  the  unbelieving  Israelites  in  the 
wilderness,  that  they  shoiJd  not  enter  into  his  rest, 
he  assigns  as  his  reason  for  dismheriting  them,  that 
"they  are  a  people  who  do  always  err  in  tlieir  hearts, 
and  they  have  not  known  my  ways  ;"  they  were  alien- 
ated from  the  life  of  God,  tm-ough  the  ignorance 
that  was  in  them,  because  of  the  bKndness  of  their 
hearts.  And  so  it  is  with  all  who  are  estranged 
from  God ;  they  do  not  know  his  ways,  and  his 
judgments  are  far  above  out  of  their  sight ;  God  is 
to  such,  an  unknown  God ;  the  language  of  their 
hearts  is,  "  Depart  from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the 
knowledge  of  toy  ways ;"  but  such  as  know  the  Lord 
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are  ever  desiring  increasing  aquaintance  with  hira ; 
and  God  will  shew  them  his  ways,  and  teach  them 
his  paths,  that  they  may  walk  therein ;  and  thus, 
"  their  path  shall  be  like  the  shining  light,  which 
shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day ;"  he 
will  hold  up  their  goings  in  his  paths  that  their  foot- 
steps slip  not ;  by  his  spirit  he  will  guide  them  into 
all  truth.  "  Thou  art  the  God  of  my  salvation."  The 
Father  glorified  the  Son ;  in  answer  to  his  prayer 
he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him  glory, 
that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God  ;  thus  he 
was  the  God  of  his  salvation ;  as  also  he  is  of  ours : 
"  He  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  salvation  and 
unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death  ; 
"  On  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day."  This  was  the 
secret  of  his  great  strength  ;  of  the  grace  that  was 
poured  into  his  lips ;  and  of  all  the  mighty  works 
which  he  did ;  he  drew  on  the  resources  of  the  in- 
finite God ;  on  whom  his  eyes  ever  rested,  and  in 
whom  he  dwelt  as  in  a  strong  habitation  ;  he  lived 
with  God,  and  drew  all  his  inspiration  from  him. 

"  Remember,  0  Lord,  thy  tender  mercies  and 
thy  loving-kindnesses;  for  they  have  been 
ever  of  old." 

"  Let  thy  tender  mercies  come  unto  me,  even  thy 
salvation,  0  Lord,  according  to  thy  word."  The 
tender  mercies  of  God  to  us,  consist  in  the  gift  of 
his  Son,  and  through  him  of  life  everlasting,  which 
was  promised  to  us  in  Christ  before  the  world  be- 
gan. Our  Lord  Jesus  beseecheth  the  Father  to  re- 
member this,  his  sacred  promise  ;  as  he  saith  in  an- 
other place,  "  Remember  the  word  unto  thy  servant, 
upon  which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope  ;  this  is 
my  comfort  in  my  affliction ;  for  thy  word  (the  pro- 
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mise  of  life)  quickeneth  me."  The  loving-kindnesses 
of  God  existed  in  all  their  infinite  fulness  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world ;  as  it  is  written,  **  I  have 
loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love,  therefore  with 
loving-kindness  have  I  dravni  thee."  Jesus  knew 
that  tbe  tender  mercies  of  God  had  been  ever  of  old, 
from  his  own  personal  knowledge ;  for,  being  him- 
self in  the  form  of  God,  "  his  goings  forth  were  of 
of  old,  from  everlasting,"  he,  therefore,  could  testify 
of  God,  from  his  own  Knowledge  of  God  in  a  past 
eternity,  that  his  tender  mercies  and  his  loving-kmd- 
nesses  had  been  ever  of  old. 

"  Remember  not  the  sins  of  my  youth,  nor  my 
transgressions ;  according  to  thy  mercy 
remember  thou  me  for  thy  goodness'  sake 
0  Lord." 

Many  refuse  to  apply  all  the  Psalms  to  Christ,  (to 
whom  they  exclusively  belong)  through  a  false  fear 
of  dishonoiuing  him,  by  charging  him  with  sin,  as  in 
tliis  verse ;  they  say,  how  could  ne  possibly  use  this- 
language,  who  knew  no  sin,  and  in  whose  mouth 
guile  was  never  found  t  and  thus,  without  further 
consideration,  refer  tbe  Psalm  to  David,  and  indeed 
all  the  Psalms,  except  here  and  there  where  a  pa&- 
sage  occurs,  which  is  utterly  inappKcable  to  any, 
but  Clirist,  or  where  a  passage  from  the  Psalms  is 
quoted  by  the  Lord  himself,  or  his  apostles  as  re- 
ferring to  him.  In  this  way  the  mighty  benefit  in- 
tended for  us  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  openings 
up  to  us  the  inner  life  of  the  perfect  man  (the  in- 
carnate God)  is  wholly  lost.  The  Psalms  thu& 
become  a  heterogeneous  medley,  now  speaking  of 
David,  now  of  Christ,  or  of  some  other  man,  and  the 
book  18  sealed — hermetically  sealed  by  the  God  of 
tliis  world,  who,  taking  advantage  of  such  passages 
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08  the  above  (and  there  are  many  such)  has  scared 
away  men  from  the  contemplation  of  Christ,  and 
that  under  the  religious  pretence  of  not  charging 
him  with  sin !  If  he  were  indeed  confessing  his 
own  personal  sins,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  reason 
for  discarding,  at  least  all  such  Psalms,  as  being  in- 
applicable to  mbn ;  but  when  we  find,  as  in  the  40th 
Psalm,  aiid  a  number  of  others,  in  which  he  is,  with- 
out all  contradiction  the  speaker,  that  he  does  con- 
fess his  sins ;  and  refers  to  himself  as  having  com- 
mitted innumerable  transgressions;  while  at  the  same 
time  we  know,  that  he  was  spotless  in  his  inmost 
Boul ;  the  difficulty  is  at  once  removed  by  remem- 
bering that  all  our  sins  were  laid  on  him ;  and  he 
confessed  them  €ts  being  truly  his  own  ;  he  was  the 
true  representative  of  the  human  family,  and  all  their 
iniquities  were  imputed  to  him  :  he  could  not  have 
become  the  Lord  our  righteousness,  if  he  had  not  first 
become  a  true  sin  ofiering  for  us ;  and  this  he  did, 
throughout  his  whole  life,  "bearing  our  sins,  and 
carrying  our  sorrows."  This  was  the  heavy  burden 
of  which  he  complained,  and  said,  "  it  was  too  heavy 
for  him."  Altogether  holy  in  his  own  soul,  he  was 
the  great  sinner  on  whose  head  rested  all  the  guilt 
of  the  whole  world,  and  therefore  he  is  "  the  Lamb 
of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world ;"  this 

fives  an  enlarged  view  of  that  wonderful  love  which 
rought  him  down  from  heaven,  to  stoop  beneath 
the  whole  race,  and,  by  the  power  of  Goa  the  Holy 
Ghost  lift  them  up  out  of  the  horrible  pit  into 
which  they  had  fallen ;  and  this  also  explains  the 
meaning  of  his  frequent  prayer,  that  God  would  re- 
deem him,  because  ne  himself  took  that  nature  which 
required  to  be  redeemed  ;  he  became  the  head  and 
front  of  all  offenders,  and  all  God's  waves  and  billows 
passed  over  him. 


232     TYfE  M££K  WILL  HE  GUIDE  IN  JUDGMENT;. 

"Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord :  therefore  wiR 
he  teach  einnerB  in  the  way." 

God  has  no  pleasure  in  the  wicked  while  in  their 
wickedness,  but  he  has  pleasure  when  the  wicked 
turn  from  their  wickedness,  because  he  is  himself 
good  and  upright ;  therefore  he  saith,  "  I  will  in- 
struct thee,  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  that  thou 
shalt  go,  I  wiD  guide  thee  with  mine  eye."  But 
man  is  not  a  machine ;  he  is  not  to  be  moved  as  a 
piece  of  inanimate  matter ;  he  must  yield  himself 
to  God,  to  receive  instruction — he  must  place  him^ 
self  in  the  way,  and  wait  for  God's  instruetion. 

•*The  meek  he  will  ruidein  judgment:  the- 
meek  he  will  teaon  his  way." 

When  we  diligently  and  perseveringly  wait  on 
God,  our  minds  gradually  open,  and  light  poinrs  in ; 
as  the  process  goes  on,  we  become  changed  into 
the  same  image.  We  learn  of  him,  who  was  meek 
and  lowly  of  heart ;  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of 
Christ,  forms  its  own  impress  on  our  minds,  and 
now  we  are  in  the  highway  to  receive  instruction, 
and  to  be  taught  of  God ;  for  "  the  meek  he  will 
guide  in  judgment,  and  the  meek  he  will  teach  his 
way." 

"  All  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and 
truth  unto  such  as  keep  his  covenant  and 
his  testimonies." 

His  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  but 
especially  will  he  continue  his  mercy  unto  them  that 
fear  him.  Unto  them  that  are  upright  in  their  hearty 
he  will  pour  the  light  of  truth  more  and  more  into 
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them,  until  there  be  no  part  dark ;  this  will  he  do- 
to  such  as  keep  his  covenant :  which  covenant  he 
made  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath  imto  Isaac,  and- 
confirmed  the  same  to  Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to 
Israel  for  an  everlasting  covenant,  saving,  "  To  thee 
win  I  give  the  land  of  Canaan."  This  is  the  co- 
venant which  is  given  us  to  keep,  even  the  promise 
of  eternal  inheritance ;  and  his  testimonies  are  the 
words  of  his  mouth ;  upon  which  we  are  to  live  ^ 
for  it  is  written,  "  that  man  shall  not  Kve  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  oii  of  the 
mouth  of  God." 

•*  For  thy  name's  sake,  0  Lord,  pardon  mine 
iniq^ty;  for  it  i.  great." 

Whosoever  is  bom  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin  t 
it  is  the  exception,  not  ihe  rule  :  being  made  free 
from  sin  by  ms  death,  and  become  servants  to  God^ 
we  have  our  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  ever- 
lasting life.  The  confession  here  made  of  great 
iniquity  could  not  be  personal ;  it  is  utterly  irrecon- 
cileable  witli  the  context,  for  in  the  15th  verse,  he 
says,  "  mine  eyes  are  ever  towards  the  Lord,"  and 
in  the  25th  verse,  "  On  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day." 
It  would  be  paradoxical  for  a  man  to  say  in  one 
breath  that  ms  iniquity  is  great,  and  yet  that  his 
eyes  are  ever  towards  the  Lord ;  hence  the  vica- 
nous  character  of  his  work,  and  the  certainty  that 
Christ  is  the  speaker.  Here  is  a  prayer  for  pardon, 
shewing  tliat  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  was  not  an  equi- 
valent but  an  atonement  which  God  was  pleased  to  ac- 
cept, and  on  account  of  which,  to  pardon  sin,  and 
thus  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even 
the  forgiveness  of  sins :  our  relation  toward  God,  is^ 
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as  men  who  have  transgressed,  but  whose  trans- 
gressions have  been  blotted  out  by  the  mercy  of 
God, 

"  What  man  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord  ?  him 
shall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  he  shall 
choose." 

By  the  fear  of  the  Lord  men  depart  ifrom  evil : 
every  act  of  transgression  and  disobedience  demon- 
strates the  absence  of  the  fear  of  God.  We  must 
believe  that  he  is,  and  know  what  he  is,  in  order  to 
the  fear  of  him  :  tliis  state  of  mind  is  the  right  pre- 
paration for  recei\ang  instruction.  "  Him  shall  he 
teach  in  the  way  that  he  shall  choose."  God  will 
guide  them  with  his  coimsel,  and  afterward  receive 
them  to  glory. 

"His  soul  shall  dwell  at  ease;  and  his  seed 
shall  inherit  the  earth." 

He  will  be  without  carefulness,  he  will  not  be 
afraid  of  evil  tidings ;  his  heart  is  fixed,  trusting  in 
the  Lord.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace 
whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee,  because  he  trusteth 
in  thee,"  and  "  the  generation  of  the  upright  shall  be 
blessed." 

"  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear 
him ;  and  he  will  shew  them  his  covenant." 

They  know  God,  and  are  known  of  God.  Christ 
dwells  in  them,  and  manifests  his  presence  ;  this  is 
that  which  is  here  described  as  the  "  secret"  of  the 
Lord,  for  the  Lord   knoweth  them  that    are  his, 
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and  they  that  are  his  are  not  in  ignorance  of  the 
fact;  for  to  such  he  manifests  himself,  as  he  does 
not  mito  the  world ;  his  secret  is  with  them  ;  they 
dwell  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High ;  all  mi- 
known  to  the  world,  there  is  a  blessed  inter-com- 
mmiion,  for,  "  truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father 
and  with  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ."  The  Father  and 
the  Son  in  the  person  of  the  Holy  Ghost  do  literally 
and  truly  come  into  such  a  man,  and  make  their 
abode  with  him ;  he  shews  to  such  his  covenant ; 
he  unfolds  it  to  their  understanding,  and  so  rejoices^ 
their  heart ;  for  it  is  their  treasure  in  prospect.  And 
what  is  God's  covenant  t  It  is  his  promise  of  eter- 
nal life ;  which  is  to  all  men ;  for  Christ  hath  purchased 
it  by  his  blood  for  all  Adam's  descendants ;  but  only 
such  as  believe,  shall  come  into  the  actual  enjoyment 
of  it ;  for,  in  believing  we  cease  to  be  rebels ;  he  that 
lays  hold  on  the  promise,  trusts  in  God,  and  in  that 
very  act  becomes  reconciled  to  God ;  but  he  who 
behoves  not,  continues  to  be  alienated  from  God ; 
and  thus  excludes  himself.  It  would  not  be  eternal 
life  to  a  mind  estranged  from  God,  but  only  eternal 
existence  in  misery.  The  bane  of  happiness  is  lodged 
in  the  mind  itself,  and  that  bane  can  only  be  re- 
moved by  returning  to  God,  who  is  the  fountain  of 
life  ;  happiness  apart  from  God  is  impossible,  hea- 
ven is  heaven  because  God  is  there,  known  of  all, 
and  rejoiced  in  bjalL  God's  presence  makesheaven; 
were  he  absent  it  would  be  a  barren  wilderness.  0, 
that  men  would  understand  that  "  there  is  no  peace- 
saith  my  God,  imto  the  wicked,"  neither  indeed  can 
be,  from  the  very  constitution  of  our  nature..  "  They^ 
that  hate  me,  saith  God,  love  death." 

"  Mine  eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord ;  for  her 
shall  pluck  my  feet  out  of  the  net." 
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Truly  these  are  the  words  of  Jesus,  whose  trial  in 
the  flesh  was  not  fictitious  but  real ;  he  had  no  other 
way  of  being  preserved  from  evil  than  we  have,  "  he 
knows  what  sore  temptations  are,  for  he  has  felt  the 
same."  He  lived  on  God,  and  therefore  God  plucked 
his  feet  out  of  the  net.  The  devil,  although  not  often 
tempting  him  directly,  as  when  in  the  wilderness, 
did  tempt  him  all  his  life,  through  his  agents,  the 
ministers  of  his  pleasure,  whom  he  led  captive  at  liis 
will ;  by  their  agency,  he  was  daily  placing  a  net  for 
his  feet.  In  every  age  Satan's  attention  is  chiefly 
occupied  in  seeking  to  turn  aside  the  godly  from  the 
right  path ;  how  concentrated  then,  must  nave  been 
his  eflbrts  to  timi,  if  but  for  one  moment,  the  soul  of 
the  Redeemer  from  the  paths  of  God  ;  this  was  im- 
possible, just  because  "  his  eyes  were  ever  towards 
the  Lord ;"  what  was  accomplished  by  Jesus  may 
be  accomplished  in  us  by  our  looking  nnto  him,  as 
he  looked  imto  the  Father. 

"  Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me ; 
for  I  am  desolate  and  afflicted." 

"  The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  enlarged ;  0 
bring  thou  me  out  of  my  distresses." 

"  Look  upon  mine  affiction  and  pain ;  and  for- 
give all  my  sin." 

He  was  very  desolate ;  even  as  a  pelican  of  the 
wilderness,  as  an  owl  in  the  desert,  and  as  a  sparrow 
alone  upon  the  house-top ;  none  did  sympathize  with 
him,  or  enter  into  his  feelmgs ;  and  his  troubles  did  not 
diminish,  but  were  daily  on  the  increase.  Who  can 
conceive  what  he  must  have  endured,  smrounded 
as  he  was  with  all  evil :  "  he  beheld  the  transgres- 
sors, and  was  grieved  because  they  kept  not  God's 
word" — to  his  pure  mind,  every  act  of  the  transgres- 
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Bors  was  abhorrent  and  loathsome ;  a  source  of 
continual  distress  and  anguish  of  heart ;  he  was  in- 
deed the  man  who  had  seen  affiction ;  such  afflic- 
tion as  the  world  could  not  understand,  nor  have 
any  sympathy  with;  but  God  could  imderstand, 
for  Clmst  was  the  reflex  of  himself — "  who  is  angry 
with  the  wicked  every  day." 

"Consider  mine  enemies;  for  they  are  many: 
and  they  hate  me  with  a  cruel  hatred." 

Language  wholly  inapplicable  to  David,  whose 
only  enemy  was  Saul ;  but  wholly  applicable  to  him 
who  testified  of  the  world,  that  then-  works  were 
evil :  therefore  the  world  hated  him :  hated  him 
with  a  hatred  so  cruel  as  to  be  satiated  only  with 
his  death ;  they  thirsted  for  his  life,  and  did  not 
cease  to  persecute,  until  they  had  condemned  the 
innocent  blood. 

"  0  keep  my  soul,  and  deliver  me  ;  let  me  not 
be  ashamed  ;  for  I  put  my  trust  in  thee." 

God  was  his  keeper :  Christ  is  our  keeper :  but 
as  he  cried  to  the  Father,  so  must  we  to  nim  :  he 
will  keep  our  souls,  and  will  deliver  us  while  we 
continue  to  put  our  trust  in  him.  This  habitual 
trust  also  is  necessaiy  to  preserve  us  from  being 
ashamed  of  him — ^is  necessary  to  produce  boldness, 
to  confess  him  before  men. 

"  Let  integrity  and  uprightness  preserve  me ; 
for  I  wait  in  thee." 

He  was  a  man  of  integrity,  and  a  man  of  uprig:ht- 
ness,  because  he  waited  on  God,  therefore  no  ini- 
quity was  found  in  him. 
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"  Redeem  Israel,  0  God,  out  of  all  his  troubles.'' 

It  is  when  time  shall  be  no  longer,  that  Israel 
«hall  be  redeemed  out  of  all  his  troubles — "  0  that 
the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  to  Zion !  when 
the  Lord  brineeth  back  the  captivity^  of  his  people, 
Jacob  shall  rejoice  and  Israel  shall  be  glad.  It  is 
ihe  same  prayer  in  substance  as  "  Thy  kingdom 
oome,"  then  will  be  the  time  of  Jacob's  rest,  "  they 
shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and  sigh- 
ing shall  flee  away." 


PSALM    XXV  L 

1.  Judge  me,  0  Lord ;  for  I  have  walked  in  mine 
integrity :  I  have  trusted  also  in  the  Lord ;  therefore 
I  shall  not  slide. 

2.  Examine  me,  0  Lord,  and  prove  me ;  try  my 
reins  and  my  heart. 

3.  For  thy  loving-kindness  is  before  mine  eyes ; 
and  I  have  walked  in  thy  truth. 

4.  I  have  not  sat  with  vain  persons,  neither  will  I 
go  in  with  dissemblers. 

5.  I  have  hated  the  congregation  of  e^-doers ; 
and  win  not  sit  \Nath  the  wicked. 

6.  I  will  wash  mine  hands  in  innocency :  so  will 
I  compass  thine  altar,  0  Lord ; 

7.  That  I  may  publish  with  the  voice  of  thanks- 
giving, and  tell  of  all  thy  wondrous  works. 

8.  Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house, 
and  the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth. 

9.  Gather  not  my  soul  with  sinners,  nor  my  life 
with  bloody  men ; 

10.  In  whose  hands  is  mischief,  and  their  right 
hand  is  full  of  bribes. 

11.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  walk  in  mine  integrity : 
redeem  me,  and  be  merciful  unto  me. 

12.  My  foot  standeth  in  an  even  place :  in  the 
congregations  will  I  bless  the  Lord. 

"  Judge  me,  0  Lord ;  for  I  have  walked  in 
mine  integrity :  I  have  trusted  also  in  the 
Lord :  therfore  I  shall  not  slide." 

Here  again  is  a  Psalm  wholly  inapplicable  to  any 
but  the  one  perfect  man,  who  was  holy,  harmless^ 
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and  undefiled :  here  is  an  appeal  to  the  searcher  of 
beaits,  to  scrutinize  and  search  into  his  inmcwst  soul: 
it  much  resembles  the  17th  Psalm,  in  which  he  prays 
that  his  sentence  may  come  forth  from  his  presence, 
'*'  For,"  saith  he,  "  thou  ha«t  tried  me,  and  shalt  find 
nothing :  I  am  purposed  that  my  mouth  shall  not 
transgress.^'  He  had  the  consciousness  within  him- 
self, even  an  approving  oonscience,  that  he  had 
walked  in  his  integrity ;  and  was  confident  that  he 
4Eihould  not  slide ;  not  on  account  of  any  inherent 
ability,  but  because  he  trusted  in  the  Lord :  thus 
he  was  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might 
be  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  priest  in  things  per- 
taining to  God. 

^  Examine  me,  0  Lord,  and  prove  me ;  try 

my  reins  and  my  heart." 
"  For  thy  loving-kindness  is  before  mine  eyes ; 

and  I  have  walked  in  thy  truth." 

What  is  it  which  will  give  to  a  man  boldness  in 
the  day  of  Judgment  ?  This,  that  as  he  is,  so  are 
we  in  this  world ;  but  who  can  say  that  as  he  is  so 
are  we  ?  Every  man  who  has  the  loving^kindness 
of  God  before  his  eyes;  who  believes  that  God  is  love ; 
for  the  faith  of  this  loye  is  transforming ;  we  become 
^*  living  epistles  of  Christ,"  and  are  thus  prepared  to 
stand  m  the  judgment  unashamed.  Thus  it  was 
with  Christ,  his  reins  and  his  heart  could  bear  the 
divine  scrutiny,  just  because  the  loving-ldndness  of 
God  was  before  his  eyes ;  and  no  cloud  intervened 
to  obstruct  the  view  of  God's  love,  because  he  went 
on  walking  in  his  truth.  When  we  turn  aside  out 
of  the  way,  a  cloud  rises  up,  which  obscures  our 
vision  ;  every  backsliding  movement  has  this  pain- 
ful consequence,  that  it  does  for  the  time  separate 
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between  us  and  our  God,  but  such  a  cloud,  arising 
from  personal  deviation  from  the  straight  course, 
never  intercepted  between  him  and  his  God,  for 
while  his  lovmg-kindness  was  always  seen,  so  he 
always  walked  in  his  truth. 

"  I  have  not  sat  witli  vain  persons,  neither  will 

I  go  in  with  dissemblers." 
"  I  have  hated  the  congregation  of  evil-doers ; 

and  will  not  sit  with  the  wicked." 

"Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
coimsel  of  the  migodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of 
fiinners,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scomer ;  but 
his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his  law 
doth  he  meditate  day  and  night."  This  is  the  man 
whom  God  calls  blessed,  and  such  was  Christ ;  who 
had  no  fellowship  with  the  mifruitful  works  of  dark- 
ness ;  who  kept  nis  mouth  as  with  a  bridle  while  the 
wicked  was  before  him;  he  held  his  peace,  even 
fix)m  good,  imtil  the  fire  burned  within  lum  (i.e.  until 
impelled  by  the  Spirit  of  God)  then  he  spake  with 
his  tongue :  and  when  he  spake,  it  was  as  the 
oracle  of  God  :  for  he  spake  not  of  himself,  but  the 
Father  who  dwelt  in  him.  Grace  W6U3  poured  into 
his  lips,  and  he  spake  as  never  man  spake.  He  did 
indeed  eat  with  publicans  and  sinners,  but  for  what 
purpose  ?  as  a  physician  among  patients — ^for  he 
came  not  to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners  to  re- 
pentance ;  but  as  to  all  associations  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  pleasure,  he  was  utterly  dead  to  aU  such. 
He  was  crucified  to  tjie  world,  and  the  world  was 
crucified  to  him.  These  words  seem  to  indicate  very 
decidedly  the  course  or  path  in  which  tho  righteous 
should  walk:  all  assemblies  or  gatherings  of  men 
for  mere  earthly  gratification^  by  whatever  name 
16 
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they  may  be  called,  are  to  be  avoided.  We  are  not 
to  sit  with  vain  persons ;  nor  to  go  in  with  dissem- 
blers. We  are  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  Christ,  in 
not  only  avoiding,  but  from  the  heart  hating  the 
congregation  of  evil  doers :  and  not  sitting  with 
(nor  taking  any  part  in  the  amusements  and  plea- 
sures of)  wicked  men ;  and  all  men  are  in  God's 
sight  wicked,  whose  hearts  are  dead  to  him. 

'*  I  will  wash  mine  hands  in  innocency ;  so  will 
I  compass  thine  altar,  0  Lord :" 

"  That  I  may  publish  with  the  voice  of  thanks- 
giving, and  tell  of  all  thy  wondrous  works.^ 


To  be  innocent  before  God,  is  to  be  without  fault 
in  his  sight ;  such  are  the  angels  who  always  behold 
the  face  of  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven  :  such  will 
be  the  remnant,  even  the  "  remnant  of  Jacob  who 
return  unto  the  mighty  God;"  "the  one  hundred  and 
forty  four  thousand  who  appear  with  the  Lamb  on 
the  mount  Zion  :  they  are  without  fault  before  the 
throne  of  God  :"  and  such  will  be  the  bride,  the 
Lamb's  wife  ;  for  he  shall  on  that  day  present  imto 
himself  a  glorious  church,  not  ha^'mg  spot  or 
blemish,  or  wrinkle  or  any  such  thing.  And  such 
was  Christ  himself,  in  every  thought,  and  word, 
and  action  :  he  knew  no  sin  :  he  was  upright,  and 
innocent  from  the  great  transgression,  and  could 
truly  say,  **  1  will  wash  my  hands  in  innocency,  so 
will  I  compass  thine  altar  ;■ '  and  thus  he  went  unto 
the  altar  of  God — unto  God  his  exceeding  joy ;  and 
then  coming  from  the  altar  of  God,  he  was  eminently 
qualified  for  publisliing  with  the  voice  of  thanks- 
giving, and  telling  of  all  his  wondrous  works  ;  his 
heart  was  filled  with  the  love  of  God ;  the  fire 
burned,  and  then  he  spake  with  his  tongue. 
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"  Lord,  I  have  [loved  the  habitation  of  thy 
house,  and  the  place  where  thine  honour 
dwelleth,'' 

Any  comments  on  this  verse  wiU  be  deferred 
until  the  4th  verse  of  the  following  Psalm. 

"  Gather  not  my  soul  with  sinners,  nor  my  life 

with  bloody  men :" 
"  In  whose  hands  is  mischief,  and  their  right 

hand  is  full  of  bribes." 

All  unrepentant  siimers,  who  had  not  made  agree- 
ment with  God  (who  is  their  adversary)  while  he 
was  in  tlie  way  with  them,  shall  be  gathered  to- 
gether as  prisoners  in  tlie  pit,  and  there  continue 
in  absolute  darkness  imtil  the  great  day ;  having  no 
hope,  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  and 
fiery  indignation,  which  shall  devour  the  adver- 
saries.— into  this  assembly  our  Lord  entreats  that 
his  soul  may  not  be  gathered  :  that  he  may  not  be 
numbered  with  the  men  of  blood :  for  every  man 
tliat  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer,  or  bloody 
man,  in  whose  hands  "  is  mischief,  and  their  right 
hand  is  full  of  bribes." 

**  But  as  for  me,  I  will  walk  in  mine  integrity : 
redeem  me,  and  be  merciful  unto  me." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Psalm,  he  takes  God  to 
witness,  that  he  had  walked  in  his  integrity ;  that 
his  conscience  was  void  of  offence ;  and  here  he 
declares  his  purpose  to  continue  in  that  course  :  as 
he  saith  in  another  Psalm,  "  I  have  sworn,  and  I 
will  perform  it,  that  1  wiU  keep  thy  rightt^miR  judg- 
ments."    No  good  can  be  effected  without  a  fixed 
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purpose ;  accordingly  we  find  Barnabas  the  apostle 
exhorting  the  christians  of  Antioch,  that  with  pur- 
pose of  heart  they  would  cleave  unto  the  Lord."  "  Re- 
deem me,  and  be  merciful  unto  me."  How  should 
he  pray  to  be  redeemed  who  came  to  be  himself 
the  Redeemer  of  men  I  It  is  written  that  he  took 
not  hold  of  angelic  nature,  but  of  the  seed  of  Abra- 
ham, i.  e.,  of  the  nature  of  man  he  took  hold.  Be- 
fore he  linked  himself  inseparably  and  for  ever  with 
himian  kind,  he  was  recognized  and  known  in  hea- 
ven as  the  "  Lord  of  hosts,  the  Mighty  One  of 
Israel,  and  his  maker  :"  at  that  time  (t.  e,  before  he 
was  formed  in  the  virgin's  womb)  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  us  excepting  as  our  Creator  and  pre- 
server ;  but  in  taking  hold,  of  himianity,  he  himself 
became  partaker  of  a  nature  which  required  re- 
demption. It  was  for  this  purpose  he  came  down 
from  heaven ;  to  lift  us  up  from  the  ruinous  con- 
dition into  which  sin  had  brought  us ;  but  in  doing 
this,  he  must  as  it  were,  put  himself  imder  the 
mighty  burden ;  and  so  raise  it  up,  and  this  is 
actually  what  he  did  :  he  took  to  himself  a  nature 
which  required  redemption,  and  so  caUs  on  God 
(wearing  as  he  does  our  nature)  to  redeem  him. 
Nothing  can  more  distinctly  shew  that  it  was  our 
very  nature  that  our  Lord  took,  and  yet  in  wliich 
he  through  the  eternal  spirit  presented  himself  with- 
out spot  unto  God.  How  often  in  the  Psalms  does 
he  call  on  (iod  to  be  merciful  to  him.  God  cannot 
be  merciful  at  the  sacrifice  of  justice ;  but  in  Jesus^ 
both  attributes  gloriously  blend  :  and  thus  the  gi*eat 
probleiiiof  the  universe  is  solved,  viz : — how  can  God 
DC  merciful  while  continuing  to  be  just?  When 
Jesus  pleads  for  himself,  he  asks  for  justice  ;  when 
pleading  for  humanity  as  represented  in  himself,  he 
pleads  for  mercy. 
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<i 


My  foot  standeth  in  an  even  place ;  in  the 
congregations  will  I  bless  the  Lord." 


Here  hetestifieth  to  his  consciousness  of  inward  pu- 
rity before  God,  who  kept  his  feet  from  falling,  who 
held  up  his  goings  in  Jehovah's  paths  that  his  footsteps 
might  not  slide.  Like  even  balances,  there  was  not 
any  deviation  from  God,  even  to  an  hair's  breadth, 
and  of  all  this  he  was  conscious,  and  accordin^y  we 
find  him  testifying  in  John,  viL  29,  "The  Father  hath 
not  left  me  alone,  for  I  do  always  those  things  that 
please  him ;"  and  this  is  the  same  as  to  say, "  My  foot 
standeth  in  an  even  place."  **  In  the  congregations 
Willi  blessthe  Lord/*  This  was  the  joyset  before  him, 
and  is  not  yet  realized,  nor  will  be,  until  he  sits  upon 
his  throne,  a  kin^  and  a  priest :  a  high  priest  after 
the  order  of  Melchizedek.  Then  from  age  to  age, 
from  generation  to  generation,  **  in  the  congrega- 
tions he  will  bless  the  Lord." 


PSALM    XXVII. 

1.  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation  :  whom 
shall  I  fear  I  the  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life  ;  of 
whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ? 

2.  When  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies  and  my 
foes,  came  upon  me  to  eat  up  my  flesh,  they  stum- 
bled and  fell. 

3.  Though  an  host  should  encamp  against  me, 
my  heart  shall  not  fear;  though  war  should  rise 
against  me,  in  this  will  I  be  confadent. 

4.  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will 
I  seek  after ;  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 

5.  For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  shall  hide  me  in 
his  pavillion :  in  the  secret  of  his  taberijacle  shall 
he  nide  me  ;  he  shall  set  me  up  upon  a  rock. 

6.  And  now  shall  mine  head  be  lifted  up  above 
mine  enemies  round  about  me :  therefore  will  I  offer 
in  his  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy ;  I  will  sing,  yea, 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord, 

7.  Hear,  0  Lord,  when  I  ciy  with  my  voice  :  have 
mercy  also  upon  me,  and  answer  me. 

8.  When  thou  saidst,  seek  ye  my  face  ;  my  heart 
said  unto  thee,  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek. 

9.  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  ;  put  not  thy  ser- 
vant away  in  anger :  thou  hast  been  my  help ; 
leave  me  not,  neither  forsake  me,  0  God  of  my  sal- 
vation. 

10.  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me, 
then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up. 
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11.  Teach  me  thy  way,  0  Lord,  and  lead  iiie  in 
a  plain  path,  becaufie  of  mine  enemies. 

12.  Deliver  me  not  over  into  the  will  of  mine  ene- 
mies :  for  false  witnesses  are  risen  up  against  me, 
and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty. 

13.  I  had  fainted,  unless  I  had  believed  to  see  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

14.  Wait  on  the  Lord ;  be  of  good  coiu-age,  and 
he  shall  strengthen  thine  heart :  wait,  I  say,  on  the 
Lord. 

"The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation ;  whom 
shall  I  fear  ?  tne  Lord  is  the  strength  of 
my  life  :  of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ? 

Light  is  knowledge,  and  salvation  is  deliverance 
from  death.  Thus  was  God  his  light  and  his  sal- 
vation ;  he  "  gave  to  him  the  spirit  of  knowledge 
and  understanding  ;'*  and  he  "  raised  him  from  the 
dead  and  gave  him  glory,  and  thus  became  his  sal- 
vation. Whom  then  had  he  to  fear,  and  of  whom 
had  he  to  be  afraid  ?  He  did  not  fear  man,  but  set 
his  face  as  a  Hint  and  was  not  ashamed,  because 
the  Lord  God  was  his  help. 

"  WTien  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies,  and 
my  foes,  came  upon  me  to  eat  up  my  flesh ; 
they  stumbled  and  felL" 

The  fulfillment  of  these  words  took  place  on  the 
night,  and  at  the  moment  when  he  was  betrayed ; 
when  he  saw  the  multitudes  coming  with  staviBS  and 
weapons  and  torches,  to  apprehend  him,  he  went 
forth  to  them  and  said,  Whom  seek  ye  ?  They  an- 
swered, Jesus  of  Nazareth :  he  said  imto  them,  I 
am  he  :  "  then  they  all  went  backward,  and  fell  to 
the  ground,'*  and  had  he  so  pleased  not  one  of  them 
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should  have  risen  up  again,  but  how  then  should  the 
scriptures  liave  been  fulfilled  that  thus  it  must  be  I 

**  Though  an  host  should  encamp  against  me, 
my  heart  shall  not  fear ;  though  war  should 
rise  against  me,  in  this  will  I  be  confi- 
dent." ^Or  rather,  "  my  confidence  shall 
be  unshaken.'*) 

His  enemies  testified  that  he  cared  for  no  man, 
i.e.  he  did  not  regard  the  person  of  men  ;  and  how 
strikingly  is  this  exemplified  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  men.  Courteous  and  kind  and  benignant  to 
all  around,  he  was  yet  undaunted  as  a  lion  in  the 
presence  of  his  enemies ;  witness  his  boldness  and 
fearlessness  before  the  Pharisees,  and  the  Sad- 
ducees,  and  the  Sanhedrim,  and  the  Governor,  and 
king  Herod;  to  Herod  he  did  not  even  deign  to  open 
his  lips.  A  man,  single  handed,  unsupported  except 
by  a  few  poor  men,  who  had  left  theur  occupation 
as  fishermen,  he  yet  confironted  a  nation  in  its  heads 
and  rulers,  confident  that  God  would  not  suffer  them 
to  lay  hands  on  him,  until  his  hour  should  come ;  and 
thus  he  was  not  afraid  of  *'  ten  thousands  of  people 
who  set  themselves  against  him  roimd  about ;"  for 
he  trusted  in  God,  that  he  would  deliver  him ;  he 
knew  in  whom  he  believed,  therefore  he  was  im- 
moved  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies. 

Ps.  xxvi.  8.  "  Lord  I  have  loved  the  habita- 
tion of  thy  house,  and  the  place  where 
thine  honour  dwelleth." 

Ps.  xxvii.  4.  "  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the 
Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after;  that  I  may 
dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  davs 
of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple." 
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We  do  not  need  to  form  airy  or  Utopian  ideas  of 
that  heaven  which  it  was  his  most  ardent  desire  to 
inhabit ;  we  know  it  to  be  the  place  from  which  he 
came  down,  and  where  he  dwelt  with  the  Father 
before  the  world  was ;  a  real  locality,  a  city  which 
hath  foundations,  consisting  of  man^  mansions,  and 
inhabited  both  by  angels  and  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect;  wherein  also,  is  the  throne  of  the  Most 
High.  It  is  here  called  "  the  habitation  of  his  house," 
6r  his  peculiar  habitation ;  the  place  where  his 
honour  dwelleth,  where  he  is  seen,  and  his  beauty 
beheld.  To  be  there  and  to  dwell  there  all  the  da^ns  of 
an  endless  life  was  the  one  crowning  desire  of  Christ; 
which  desire  was  gratified  to  the  full,  for  he  was 
caught  up  to  God  and  to  his  throne,  and  there  he 
beholdeth  his  beauty,  and  enquireth  in  his  temple. 

"  For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  shall  hide  me  in 
his  pa\dllion;  in  the  secret  of  his  taber- 
nacle shall  he  hide  me ;  he  shall  set  me  up 
upon  a  rock." 

Tlie  time  of  trouble  commenced  with,  and  has 
continued  since  the  fall  of  man ;  and  will  not  end 
until  Christ  comes  to  finish  transgression,  make  an  end 
of  sins,  and  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness ;  it  is 
the  time  of  sins  and  of  sorrows,  the  time  of  sad  cala- 
mities, from  age  to  age.  Now,  in  this  time  of  trouble 
God  hath  given  him  rest,  imtil  the  pit  be  digged 
for  the  wicked ;  he  hath  hid  him  in  his  pavMon, 
he  hath,  as  it  were,  secreted  him  in  his  talbemacle, 
until  the  time  of  his  second  manifestation  to  Israel, 
and  to  all  nations :  up,  far  up  on  this  rock  hath  he 
been  set,  for  God  hatn  brougnt  him  out  of  the  hor- 
rible pit,  and  from  the  miry  clay,  and  set  him  up 
upon  a  rock,  and  established  his  goings ;  that  rock 
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is  hearen  itself,  whither  he  has  gone  to  appear  in  the 
presence  of  God  for  us. 

•*  And  now  shall  mine  head  l>e  lifted  up  above 
mine  enemies  roimd  about  me  ;  therefore 
will  I  offer  in  his  tabernacle,  sacrifices  of 
joy ;  I  will  sing,  yea,  I  will  sing  praises 
unto  the  Lord." 

It  is  said  of  Pharoh,  king  of  Egypt,  that  "  he  lif- 
ted up  the  head  of  his  chief  butler ;"  i.e.  exalted  him 
to  his  former  dignity ;  so  hath  God  lifted  up  the 
head  of  Clirist  to  an  eminence  far  above  all  enemies 
and  every  name  that  is  named,  and  hath  made  him 
most  blessed  for  ever.  He  is  presently  employed  in 
offering  in  God's  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy,  and  in 
singing,  yea,  in  singing  praises  unto  the  Lord.  Thus 
is  he  engaged,  being^the  highest,  the  most  exalted, 
and  the  most  devoted  worshipper  of  God ;  his  habi- 
tation is  in  God's  tabernacle,  hereafter  to  be  with  men ; 
the  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem,  which  will  literally  des- 
cend from  God,  out  of  heaven  ;  prepared  as  a  bride 
adorned  for  her  husband. 

"  Hear,  0  Lord,  when  I  cry  with  my  voice." 

This  verse  would  have  been  an  appropriate  com- 
mencement of  a  new  Psalm,  having  no  connection 
with  the  preceding  part ;  but  uttered  on  a  dif- 
ferent occasion.  "  Hear  0  Lord  ;  I  said.  Hear  me, 
lest  if  thou  be  silent  to  me,  I  be  like  to  them  that  go 
down  to  the  pit;  0  thou  that  hearest  prayer,  "hear 
me,  0  Lord,  when  I  cry  with  my  voice,"  "  let  my 
prayer  come  before  thee  as  incense,  and  the  lifting 
up  of  my  hands  as  the  evening  sacrifice." 
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"  Have  mercy  alflo  upon  me,  and  answer  me." 

Christ  prayeth  for  mercy  as  the  head  of  our  fallen 
race;  all  were  sinners  except  himself;  he  was  their 
representative,  and  having  their  sins  to  accoimt  for 
he  desireth  mercy  of  God.  It  was  of  the  mercy  of 
God,  that  Christ  should  be  accepted  as  our  media- 
tor ;  and  that  he  should  be  received  as  a  sacrifice 
for  sin,  on  behalf  of  the  guilty ;  it  is  in  this  sense 
that  we  must  understand  the  words,  "  Have  mercy 
upon  me,  and  answer  me."  God  vnl\  have  mercy 
on  whom  he  will  have  mercy ;  he  is  under  no  ne- 
cessity notwithstanding  the  sinlessness  of  Christ,  to 
forgive  sinners ;  his  having  done  so  is  purely  from 
mercy  and  grace  on  his  part,  and  not  that  it  should 
be  demanded  as  a  right. 


a 


^Vhen  thou  saidst  seek  ye  my  face  ;" 


In  Isaiah  49th  the  Father  addresseth  the  Son,  say- 
ing, "  In  an  acceptable  time  have  I  heard  thee,  and 
in  a  day  of  salvation  have  I  helped  thee,  and  I  will 
preserve  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,  to  establish  the  earth :"  this  was  the  same  as 
to  say  to  him.  as  the  representative  of  men,  **  Seek 
ye  mv  face,"  for  I  am  waithig  to  be  gracious.  But 
for  Ctrist  God  could  not.  consisteTitly  with  his  ni- 
finite  rectitude,  have  ever  said  to  the  seed  of  Jacob, 
or  indeed,  to  any  of  the  seed  of  Adam,  *'  Seek  ye 
my  face ;"  but  now  Christ  appears  as  man,  and  to 
him  flehovah  thus  speaks,  and  through  him,  to  all 
the  cliildren  of  men.  God  says  to  each  and  all 
"  Seek  ye  my  face,  seek  my  friendship,  seek  to  be  at 
peace  with  me  ;  agree  with  me  quicklv,  whiles  thou 
nast  the  opportunity ;  seek  me  while  I  may  be 
found,  call  upon  me  while  I  am  near.    Blessed  is  the 
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man  that  watcheth  daily  at  my  gates,  that  waiteth 
at  the  posts  of  my  doorB,  that  desireth  my  favour, 
and  tlie  light  of  my  comitenance  :  for  my  favour  is 
life.  '*  This  is  the  life  eternal,  to  know  thee,  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 

"  My  heaA  said  imto  thee,  Thy  face.  Lord,  will 
I  seek." 

The  first  of  the  human  race  to  whom  God  saith, 
"  Seek  ye  my  face ;"  is  Christ ;  and  for  Christ's  sake, 
and  on  his  account,  this  gracious  invitation  ex- 
tends to  the  whole  race.  To  understand  this  mat- 
ter properly,  we  must  put  ourselves  on  a  level  with 
the  angels  who  siimed,  but  to  whom  God  hath  never 
said,  nor  will  ever  say,  "  Seek  ye  my  face."  There 
is  not  an  accepted  time  for  them  ;  but  they  are  re- 
served in  everlasting  chains,  under  darkness,  imtil 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  There  is  no  me- 
diator between  God  and  the  mllen  an^ls :  there- 
fore they  are  doomed :  herein  is  the  mighty  diflfeiv 
ence  between  them  and  us,  who  have  now  an  ad- 
vocate with  the  Father :  but  to  him  in  the  first 
instance,  God  says,  "  Seek  ye  my  face ;"  for  although 
the  gracious  invitation  was  given,  even  in  the 
garden  of  Eden,  while  the  sentence  of  death  was 
being  pronoimced,  yet  it  was  in  view  of  the  *'  seed  of 
the  woman,"  who  in  the  fulness  of  time  was  to 
come.  God  said  to  Christ  as  the  Son  of  man, 
"  Seek  ye  my  face :"  and  with  him  the  response 
was  immediate.  When  thou  saidst  "  Seek  ye  my 
face,"  my  heart  said  unto  thee,  "  Thy  face.  Lord, 
will  I  seek ;"  and  thus  in  the  person  of  our  great 
High  Priest,  the  great  and  wide  breach  is  healed. 
God,  and  n)an  his  rebellious  creature,  are  reunited. 
"  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together,  righteousness 
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and  peace  have  kissed  each  other."  The  reconcilia- 
tion between  God  and  his  offending  creature  is 
now  made.  In  great  mercy  and  love,  he  hath  spoken 
the  word.  Return,  "  Seek  ye  my  face."  Christ  as 
om*  head  hath  gladly  responded  to  the  invitation, 
and  said.  Lord,  I  return.  "  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I 
seek."  The  blessed  invitation  extends  to  all  flesh 
through  Jesus  Christ :  for  through  him  we  all  have 
access  by  one  spirit  imto  the  Father.  "  Whosoever 
will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.  Whosoever 
will,  let  him  come  to  the  fountain  of  living  waters, 
and  drink.  Whosoever  drinketh  of  those  waters 
shall  never  thirst :  their  soul  shall  be  like  a  watered 
garden,  and  like  a  spring  of  water  whose  waters  fail 
not." 

"  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me." 

Men  in  their  estrangement  from  God  desire  not 
the  face  of  God :  the  language  of  their  hearts  is, 
"  Depart  from  us,  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of 
thy  ways."  With  Christ  it  was  altogether  different ; 
it  was  the  ardent  desire  of  his  soul,  that  the  face 
of  God  should  not  be  hid  from  him ;  that  there 
should  be  no  break  or  interruption  to  that  fervent 
communion  which  existed  betwen  him  and  his 
Father. 

"  Put  not  thy  sei-vant  away  in  anger." 

He  gloried  in  being  a  servant  of  God  ;  for  he  took 
upon  mm  the  form  of  a  servant ;  and  God  calls  him 
"  nis  righteous  servant."  He  deprecated  his  dis- 
pleasure :  to  incur  his  anger  would  indeed  have 
been  dreadful :  to  avert  this  was  the  work  of  his 
Ufe,  and  in  this  he  was  successful ;  and  testified. 
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saying,  "  The  Father  hath  not  left  me  alone,  for  I 
do  always  those  things  that  pleaae  him." 

"  Thou  hast  been  my  help." 

His  help  came  from  the  Lord,  who  made  the 
heaven  and  the  earth.  He  could  do  nothing  of 
himself,  neither  did  he  do  any  thing  by  himself,  but 
all  was  of  God ;  whose  almighty  power  was  ever 
available  on  all  occasions,  and  for  all  things.  K  he 
walked  on  the  sea,  it  was  by  the  help  of  God :  if  he 
cast  out  devils,  it  was  with  the  finger  of  God:  if 
he  spake  as  never  man  spake,  the  words  were  not 
his  own  words,  but  the  Father  who  dwelt  in  him. 
All  he  did  was  with  God's  help — ever  at  hand  at 
the  voice  of  his  solicitation. 

"  Leave  me  not,  neither  forsake  me,  0  God  of 
my  saU'ation." 

Here  we  see  how  entirely  he  depended  on  God : 
he  could  not  dispense  with  his  presence  for  a  mo- 
ment. "  On  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day."  Leave 
me  not :  remain  5vith  me,  that  I  may  be  comforted 
with  thy  presence,  and  that  I  may  be  protected 
from  evil.  In  his  most  trying  hour  he  was  forsaken 
on  our  account :  and  the  deprivation  was  dreadful : 
for  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "  My  God,  my  God, 
why  hast  thou  foi-saken  me  ?"  but  the  cloud  passed, 
and  the  bright  effulgence  of  Jeliovah's  glory  again 
rested  upon  him,  saying,  "  1  will  not  leave  thee  nor 
forsake  thee :"  and  now  he  could  boldly  say,  **  The 
Lord  is  my  helper,  T  will  not  fear  what  man  can  do 
imto  me.''  **  The  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength,  and 
my  song,  he  also  is  become  my  salvation." 
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"  When  my  father  and  mother  foi-sake  me,  then 
the  Lord  taketh  me  up." 

Joseph  was  the  reputed  father  of  Jesus,  and  was 
so  recognized  by  his  mother,  and  his  brethren,  for 
she  said,  "  Thy  father  and  I  have  sought  thee  sor- 
Bowing ;"  he  became  an  aKen  to  his  mother's  breth- 
ren :  tney  turned  their  backs  upon  him,  and  said, 
"  he  is  beside  himself." 

"  Teach  me  thy  way,  0  Lord :  lead  me  in  a 
plain  path  because  of  mine  enemies." 

Jesus  prayed  to  the  Father,  saying,  "  Teach  me 
thy  way,  0  Lord;"  and  in  answer  to  his  prayer, 
we  find  the  Father  thus  addressing  him,  "  I  will  in- 
struct thee  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  that  thou 
shalt  go  ;  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye."  Thus 
shall  every  one  that  is  godly  prajr  unto  him,  and 
shall  in  like  manner  be  taught  of  hun  ;  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  They  shall  be  all  taught  of  God."  "  Lead 
me  in  a  plain  path,  because  of  mine  enemies."  This 
is  the  same  with  that  other  petition,  "  Make  thy  way 
straight  before  my  face.  But  why  because  of  his 
enemies  ?  they  sought  to  turn  him  out  of  the  way, 
that  they  might  find  accusation  against  him ;  but 
his  eyes  were  ever  towards  the  Lord,  and  thus  his 
feet  were  plucked  out  of  the  net. 

"  Deliver  me  not  over  into  the  will  of  mine  ene- 
mies.'' 

He  was  entirely  dependent  on  (rod,  and  on  liim 
he  east  all  liis  care ;  and  thus  he  says,  "  The  Lord 
is  my  rock,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer,  my 
God,  my  strength  in  whom  I  will  trust,  my  buckler, 


J56  FALSE  WITNESSES  ARE  RAISED  UP  AGAINST  ME. 

and  the  horn  of  my  salvation,  and  my  high  tower. 
God  w€U3  to  him  all  in  all ;  without  him  he  could  do 
nothing ;  with  him  he  could  do  all  things,  and  by 
him,  w€W3  he  delivered  from  hie  enemies  :  they  could 
not  put  a  finger  on  him,  until  his  hour  was  come. 

'*  For  false  witnesses  are  risen  up  against  me, 
and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty. 

This  is  one  of  those  distinctive  marks  of  which 
there  are  very  many  throughout  the  Psalms,  which 
clearly  point  to  Christ ;  for  they  are  expressly  ap- 
plied to  him,  as  in  Matthew  xx^d.  60,  "Now  the 
chief  priests  and  elders,  and  all  the  council  sought 
false  witness  against  Jesus  to  put  him  to  death, 
but  found  none ;  yea,  though  many  false  witnesses 
came,  yet  found  they  none.  At  the  last  came  two 
false  witnesses  and  said,  This  fellow  said,  I  am  able 
to  destroy  the  temple  of  God,  and  to  build  it  in  three 
days.  And  the  high  priest  arose,  and  said  unto  him, 
Answerest  thou  nothing  ?  What  is  it  which  these 
witness  against  thee  ?  But  Jesus  held  his  peace.** 
This  quotation  is  a  suflScient  coroment  upon  his 
own  words  that  "  False  witnesses  are  risen  up 
against  me,  and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty." 

"1  had  fainted,  unless  I  had  believed  to  see 
the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of 
the  Kving." 

At  this  solemn  crisis,  he  would  have  fainted,  while 
they  took  counsel  together  against  him,  and  devised 
to  take  away  his  life.  What  then  was  it  which  pre- 
vented him  from  fainting,  and  so  mightily  sustamed 
him,  while  passing  through  that  fiery  ordeal  I  It  was 
the  sight  of  God's  goodness ;  a^d  that  sight  was  ob- 
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tained  by  faith ;  he  believed  to  see ;  to  him  faith 
was  sight ;  and  there  was  nothing  else  to  sustain 
him  The  perfect  persuasion  that  all  this  was  God's 
doing,  ana  that  God  was  ^ood,  enabled  him  to 
endure  the  cross,  and  to  despise  the  shame. 

"  Wait  on  the  Lord ;  be  of  good  courage,  and 
he  shall  strengthen  thine  heart." 

Here  is  an  exhortation  from  Christ  to  all  who 
follow  after  righteousness.  It  is  a  call  on  us  to  be 
followers  of  him;  if  he,  in  those  trying  circum- 
stances obtained  strength  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  overcome,  let  us  also  be  of  good  courage  and 
we  shall  overcome,  even  as  he  overcame.  But  oiu* 
courageous  bearing  can  only  be  sustained  by  wait- 
ing on  the  Lord,  even  as  he  waited.  All  the  time 
he  stood  before  the  Sanhedrim,  and  before  Pontius 
Pilate,  and  before  Herod,  he  W6ts  instant  in  prayer^ 
yea,  and  upon  the  cross,  the  loving-kindness  of  God 
was  before  his  eyes;  the  name  of  God  was  his 
strong  tower,  into  which  he  ran,  and  was  safe  : 
there  is  no  other  way,  but  this  only,  by  which  like 
the  great  captain  of  our  salvation,  we  shall  become 
more  than  conquerors ;  and  therefore  he  reiterates 
the  words, 

"  Wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord." 

This  is  God's  appointed  way ;  and  no  man  can 
ever  attain  to  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling,  but  by  a  continuous  waitmg  on  the  Lord. 
To  such  as  wait  on  him  he  will  give  grace,  and  he 
will  give  glory ;  "  they  shall  renew  their  strength, 
moimt  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  run  and  not  weary, 
walk  ana  not  faint. 
17 


PSALM    XXVIII. 

1.  Unto  thee  will  I  cry,  0  Lord  my  rock  ;  be  not 
silent  to  me :  lest  if  thou  be  silent  to  me,  I  become 
like  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit. 

2.  Hear  the  voice  of  my  supplications  when  I  cry 
unto  thee,  when  I  Uft  up  my  hands  toward  thy  holy 
oracle. 

3.  Draw  me  not  away  with  the  wicked,  and  with 
the  workers  of  iniquity,  which  speak  peace  to  their 
neighbours,  but  nuscmef  is  in  their  hearts. 

4.  Give  them  according  to  their  deeds,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  wickedness  of  their  endeavours : 

S've  them  after  the  work  of  their  hands ;  render  to 
em  their  desert. 

5.  Because  they  regard  not  the  works  of  the 
Lord,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands,  he  shall  des- 
troy them,  and  not  build  them  up. 

6.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard 
the  voice  of  my  supplications. 

7.  The  Lora  is  my  strength  and  my  shield ;  my 
heart  trusted  in  him,  and  I  am  helped :  therefore 
my  heart  greatly  rejoiceth ;  and  with  my  song  will 
J  praise  him. 

8.  The  Lord  is  their  strength,  and  he  is  the  saving 
strength  of  his  anointed. 

9.  Save  thy  people,  and  bless  thine  inheritance : 
feed  them  also,  and  liift  them  up  for  ever. 

"  Unto  thee  will  I  cry,  0  Lord  my  rock." 

"  In  the  days  of  his  flesh  he  oflFered  up  prayers  and 
supplications  with  strong  crying  and  tears."  They 
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were  not  feeble  ejaculations,  that  came  from  him,  but 
earnest,  urgent,  and  miceasing  entreaties  to  him  who 
was  the  rock  of  his  strength ;  his  stronghold ;  as  he 
saith  in  another  Psalm,  "Be  thou  my  strong  habita- 
tion, whereunto  I  may  continually  resort;"  and 
again,  "  thou  art  my  rock  and  my  fortress." 

"  Be  not  thou  silent  to  me ;  lest  if  thou  be  silent 
to  me,  I  become  like  them  that  go  down 
into  the  pit." 

This  passage  gives  an  awful  revelation  of  God's 
dealings  with  all  that  are  far  from  him.  They  go 
on  from  day  to  day  flattering  themselves  in  their 
own  eyes,  quite  content  to  be  without  God ;  and 
God  is  silent,  he  suffers  them  to  walk  after  their 
own  counsels,  and  follow  the  imaginations  of  their 
own  hearts,  he  appears  to  take  no  notice,  but  con- 
tiimes  to  supply  their  needs ;  they  go  on  in  dark- 
ness, hoping  tliat  death  may  be  at  a  great  distance, 
and  that  when  it  does  come,  it  may  turn  out  to  be 
an  eternal  sleep  ;  or  if  there  be  a  God,  that  he  will 
contiime  to  supply  them  in  the  next  life  as  he  has 
done  in  this.  They  are  unaquainted  with  God,  he 
is  a  stranger  to  them,  and  they  desire  not  the 
knowledge  of  his  ways.  All  then:  lifetime  God  is 
dlent,  and  they  think  of  him  as  altogether  such  an 
one  as  themselves.  Suddenly  they  are  attacked  by 
disease,  which  in  a  few  days  cames  them  ofiF;  **  he 
taketh  away  their  breath,  they  die,  and  return  to 
their  dust ;"  i.e.  their  bodies,  in  which  they  Kved 
and  acted,  are  laid  in  the  ground,  death  feeds  upon 
them,  and  they  are  consumed  in  the  grave,  apart 
from  their  dwellings,  which  now  know  them  not, 
nor  will  know  them  any  more.  But  this  is  only  the 
shell,  where  is  the  kernel  ?     Where  is  the  living 
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principle,  upon  which  death  has  no  power  t  The 
answer  is  given  in  this  Psahn,  "  They  go  down  into 
the  pit ;"  to  the  place  of  darkness,  even  darkness 
that  may  be  felt ;  with  no  hope,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, "  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment." 
The  total  extinguishment  of  hope,  is  perhaps  the  bit- 
terest ingredient  in  their  cup,  and  the  certainty  of 
reunion  with  the  body,  not  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning to  the  pleasures  of  Kfe,  but  of  becoming  the 
subjects  of  eternal  torment.  These  are  the  people 
to  whom  our  Lord  alludes,  when  entreating  God 
not  to  be  silent  to  him,  lest  if  he  should  be  silent  to 
him,  he  might  become  like  to  those  that  go  down 
into  the  pit.  But  does  God  act  arbitrarffy?  does 
he  say,  I  will  be  silent  to  some,  and  will  speak  peace 
to  others.  Let  us  hear  his  own  words,  Ezekiel  xviii. 
23,  "  Have  1  any  pleasure  at  all  that  the  wicked 
should  die  ?  saith  the  Lord  God,  and  not  that  he 
should  return  from  his  ways,  and  live  ?  Verse  21, 
**  K  the  wicked  will  turn  from  all  his  sins,  that  he 
hath  committed,  and  keep  all  my  statutes,  and  do 
that  which  is  lawful  and  light,  he  shall  surely  live, 
he  shall  not  die."  "There  is  one  God,  and  one 
mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man,  Christ 
Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  ally  and  who 
will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth."  Let  every  one  therefore 
who  is  concerned  about  liis  soul,  take  the  scriptures 
into  his  hands,  and,  day  by  day,  shut  himself  up  in 
his  chamber,  bend  his  knees  before  God,  and  seek 
liis  face ;  alternately  reading  and  praying;  entreating 
that  God,  who  is  in  secret,  and  seeth  in  secret,  and 
he  will  not  entreat  in  vain.  "  After  two  days  he  will 
revive  us,  in  the  third  day  he  will  raise  us  up,  and 
we  shall  live  in  his  sight.  Then  shall  we  know,  if 
we  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord."     See  Hosea  vi.  2. 
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"  Hear  the  voice  of  my  supplications,  when  I 
cry  unto  thee,  when  I  hft  up  my  hands  to 
thy  holy  oracle." 

Do  not  be  satisfied  with  having  prayed,  as  if  you 
had  performed  a  duty  of  which  jrou  felt  glad  in- 
wardly, w^hen  it  was  over.  This  is  not  the  prayer 
of  faim.  What  profit  is  it  to  God  that  we  pray  to 
him  ?  God  bears  with  such  prayers,  "  for  he  will 
not  break  the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking 
flax ;"  but  tliey  are  not  such  as  he  has  pleasure  in  : 
"  for  they  who  worship  him  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth."  It  is  the  earnest  and  urgent 
cry  that  God  loves  which  will  not  be  satisfied  with- 
out an  answer.  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  sufFereth 
violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force."  Such 
were  all  the  prayers  of  Jesus,  who,  as  it  were, 
stormed  the  heavenly  citadel,  and  continued  doing 
so,  imtil  an  entrance  was  obtained. 

**  Draw  me  not  away  vnth  the  wicked,  and 
with  the  workers  of  iniquity." 

This  is  a  similar  prayer  with  that  in  the  26th 
Psalm,  "  Gather  not  my  soul  with  sinners,  nor  my 
life  with  bloody  men ;"  hero  in  this  world,  both 
classes  are  together ;  but  God  will  separate ;  and 
then  the  righteous  will  be  together,  and  the  wicked 
together;  to  which  of  tlie  two,  we  cleave  now, 
with  these  will  we  be  associated  hereafter. 

"  Who  speak  peace  to  their  neighbours,  but 
miscnief  is  in  their  hearts." 

The  workers  of  iniquity  are  those  who  buy  one 
thing  and  think  anomer  ;  such   as  congratulate 
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theii*  neighbonrs  and  profess  to  wish  them  well, 
while  secretlv  they  are  glad  if  misfortune  overtakes 
tliem  :  it  is  the  imtnithftd  heart,  and  the  lying  lips 
where  "  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  ;"" 
these  are  they  to  whom  he  wiD  say,  "  Depart  from 
me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity." 

"  Give  them  according  to  their  deeds,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  wickedness  of  their  endea- 
vours :  give  them  after  the  works  of  their 
hands ;  render  to  them  their  desert." 

Many  say  that  this  cannot  be  the  language  of 
Christ,  who  came  to  be  the  messenger  of  mercy 
and  peace  to  mankind :  who  "  came  not  to  destroy 
men^  lives,  but  to  save  them ;"  but  let  such  remem- 
ber with  what  terrible  severity  he  denounced  those 
who  continued  in  their  sins :  how  he  foretold  them 
that  they  should  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  there 
to  continue  in  endless  torment.  In  addressing  them 
he  said,  "  Ye  serpents,  ye  generation  of  vipers,  how 
can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of  hell?"  No  mercy  will 
hereafter  be  extended  to  men  who  continue  in  their 
fiins,  who  turn  not  to  God,  in  this  the  accepted  time, 
and  day  of  salvation.  There  is  a  limit  and  a  narrow 
one  too,  wherein  God  may  be  foimd.  To  all  who 
pass  beyond  that  limit,  mercy  will  be  clean  gone, 
and  God  will  have  forgotten  to  be  gracious.  So 
when  Christ  imprecates  wrath  on  sinners,  it  is  al- 
ways to  be  imderstood  to  apply  to  such  as  have  not 
embraced  the  present  opportunity  of  coming  to  the 
throne  of  grace.  There  is  no  throne  of  grace  any 
more  for  those  who  die  in  their  sins :  it  will  be  a 
throne  of  judgment,  and  of  fiery  indignation,  to  all 
who  have  not  agreed  with  their  adversary,  while 
they  were  in  the  way  with  him. 
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"Because  they  regard  not  the  works  of  the 
Lord,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands,  he 
shall  destroy  them,  and  not  build  them 
up." 

They  consider  not  the  heavens,  the  work  of  his 
hands,  the  moon  and  the  stars  which  he  has  or- 
dained ;  else  they  would  say,  Lord,  what  is  man, 
that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or  the  son  of  man  that 
thou  visitest  him.  "  They  consider  not  the  flowers 
of  the  field,  how  they  grow,  nor  the  rain,  and  the 
fruitful  seasons,  whicn  he  sends ;  nor  the  manifold 
benefits  with  which  he  loadeth  us ;  else  they  would 
say,  "  How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindness,  0  God,'' 
and  "  The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches."  A  man 
may  delight  in  the  science  oi  astronomy,  or  of 
geology,  or  he  may  be  a  great  fiorist,  but  if  he 
IS  not  led  from  nature,  up  to  nature's  God,  he  will 
be  numbered  with  those  who  regard  not  the  works  of 
the  Lord,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands.  If  he  stop 
short  of  God,  all  his  acquirements  will  avail  him  no- 
thing. God  will  destroy  him,  and  not  build  him 
up. 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  because  he  hath  heard 
the  voice  of  my  supplications." 

How  shall  a  man  know  that  the  Lord  hath  heard 
the  voice  of  his  supplications  t  Surely  when  his 
supplications  are  answered  :  and  God  will  answer ; 
"  for  every  one  that  asketh  receiveth,  and  he  that 
seeketh  findeth,  and  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  be 
opened."  As  to  our  Lord  himself,  when  referring 
to  his  prayers  and  supplications ;  he  said  at  the  grave 
of  Lazarus,  "  Father,  X  thank  thee,  that  thou  hast 
heard  me,  cuid  I  knew  that  thou  hearest  me  always^ 
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t>at  because  of  the  people  who  stand  by  I  said  it, 
that  they  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 
Then  came  the  answer,  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
"  Lazarus,  come  forth  1"  and  he  that  had  been  dead 
four  days,  came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot  with 
grave-clothes. 

"  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  my  shield ; 
my  heart  trusted  in  him  and  I  am  helped ; 
therefore  my  heart  greatly  rejoiceth ;  and 
with  my  song  will  1  praise  him." 

In  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  xlix.  5,he  says,  "My  God 
shall  be  my  strength."  In  this  he  gloried,  and  found 
it  allnsufficient  for  all  things.  God  is  honoiu-ed  in 
them  that  trust  in  him :  in  Christ  he  was  especially 
so  honoured ;  therefore  he  said  of  him,  "  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  Witn 
his  whole  heart  and  soul  he  trusted  in  him  :  he  re- 
posed on  God,  for  all  things,  with  the  most  implicit 
confidence ;  and  this  is  recorded  for  our  example, 
that  our  licfirte  also  may  trust  in  him,  and  be  helped. 
This  help  from  God  was  the  occasion  of  joy,  "  there- 
fore my  heart  greatly  rejoiceth ;"  and  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise,  "  and  with  my  song,  will  I  praise  him. 
There  is  no  praise,  ascending  to  God,  so  thorough, 
so  entire  and  so  perfect  as  the  praise  which  pro- 
ceeds from  the  lips  of  Christ :  his  whole  soul  was 
and  is,  and  ever  ^vill  be  bound  up  in  God.  It  was 
to  glorily  him  that  he  came  into  the  world ;  as  it  is 
written  in  the  40th  Psalm,  **I  delight  to  do  thy 
will,  0  my  God :  yea,  thy  law  is  wiftiin  my  heart." 
And  in  John  xii.  49,  he  saith,  "  I  have  not  spoken 
of  myself;  but  the  Father,  who  sent  me,  he  gave 
me  a  commandment,  what  I  should  say,  and  what 
I  should  speak.    And  I  know  that  his  command- 
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ment  is  life  everlasting.    Whatsoever  I  speak  there- 
fore, even  as  the  Father  said  unto  me,  so  I  speak." 


« 


The  Lord  is  their  strength." 


He  is  the  strength  of  all  his  people.  "  The  Lord 
will  give  strength  unto  his  people ;  the  Lord  will 
bless  his  people  with  peace.'  "0  taste  and  see 
that  the  Lord  is  good,  blessed  is  the  man  that 
trusteth  in  him." 

"  And  he  is  the  saving  strength  of  his  anointed." 

Saul  was  the  Lord's  anointed ;  and  David  also  was 
his  anointed  kinff ;  but  these  and  all  others,  whether 
kingly  or  priesuy,  were  but  figures  of  the  true. 
This  man  Christ  Jesus,  he  is  God's  anointed;  for 
with  his  holy  oil  hath  he  anointed  him,  and  said,  I 
will  make  hina  my  first  born,  higher  than  the  kings 
of  the  earth."     See  Psalm  Ixxxix. 

"  Save  thy  people,  and  bless  thine  inheritance : 
feed  them  also,  and  lift  them  up  for  ever." 

Who  are  God's  people  ?  "  Those  whom  he  has 
chosen  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  they 
should  be  holy  and  without  blame,  before  him  in  love." 
They  did  not  choose  him,  but  he  chose  them,  and  or- 
dained them  that  they  should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit, 
and  that  their  fruit  should  remain :  and  for  them  he 
prayed,  not  that  they  should  be  taken  out  of  the  world, 
out  that  they  should  be  kept  from  the  evil:  and  here, 
he  Baith"save  thy  people  and  blessthine  inheritance;" 
for,  "  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them,  and 
they  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the 
Lord  Almighty."  It  is  an  exceeding  great  dignity  to 
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which  the  church  of  God  shall  be  raised  in  the 
ages  to  come  ;  and  so  the  apostle  Paul  prayed  for 
them  that "  they  might  know  the  hope  of  his  calling, 
and  the  riches  of  the  gloir  of  his  iniieritance  in  the 
saints."  "  The  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  will  feed  them,  and  lead  them  to  living 
fountains  of  waters,  and  God  will  wipe  away  aJl 
tears  from  their  eyes."  "  God  will  lift  them  up  for 
ever :"  there  will  be  no  limits  nor  boimds  to  their 
elevation ;  but  an  endless  progression  in  wisdom 
and  knowledge  ;  in  power  and  glory.  Well  might 
the  apostle  say,  "  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but 
for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  The  language  is 
very  strong,  but  not  more  than  is  borne  out  by  the 
intercession  of  our  great  Redeemer  in  the  words  of 
this  Psalm,  "Feed  them  also,  and  lift  tliem  up  for 
ever." 


PSALM    XXIX. 


1.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty,  give  unto 
the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 

2.  Give  unto  the  Lord  3ie  glory  due  to  -his  name  ; 
worshno  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

3.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  upon  the  waters :  the 
God  of  glory  thimdereth :  the  Lord  is  upon  many 
waters. 

4.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful ;  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  is  full  of  majesty. 

4.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars-; 
yea,  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

6.  He  maketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf;  Le- 
banon and  Sirion  like  a  young  mucom. 

7.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  oivideth  the  flames  of 
fire. 

8.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness ; 
the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness  of  Kadesh. 

9.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds  to 
calve,  and  discovereth  the  forests :  and  in  his  temple 
doth  every  one  speak  of  his  glorv. 

10.  The  Lord  sitteth  upon  me  flood;  yea,  the 
Lord  sitteth  King  for  ever. 

11.  The  Lord  will  give  stren^h  unto  his  people ; 
the  Lord  will  bless  his  people  with  peace. 

"  Give  imto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty,  give  unto 
the  Lord,  glory  and  strength.' 

To  give  unto  the  Lord,  is  to  ascribe  imto  him,  to 
acknowledge  with  oiur  mouths  his  excellence ;  it  }& 
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to  publish  with  the  voice,  and  proclaim  his  glory. 
The  mighty,  are  the  children  of  men,  all  of  them  the 
offspring  of  God.  "  God  standeth  in  the  congrega^- 
tion  of  the  mighty,  he  judgeth  among  the  gods," 
"  for  they  are  called  gods,  imto  whom  the  word  of 
God  came;"  "  nevertheless  man  being  in  honour,  and 
understanding  not,  is  like  the  beasts  that  perish." 
"  I  have  said,  ye  are  gods,  and  all  of  you  are  child- 
ren of  the  Most  High ;  but  ye  shall  die  like  men, 
and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes." 

•*  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 
name." 

It  is  to  ascribe  praise  xmto  his  holy  name,  "  for 
whoso  ofiereth  praise  glorifieth  me."  We  cannot  ren- 
der to  him  the  full  glory  which  is  his  due.  This 
is  a  debt  which  can  never  be  paid ;  but  we  shall 
"  still  be  praising  him,"  and  our  praises  will  increase 
in  fervency  in  proportion  as  our  views  of  his  excel- 
lence become  enlarged. 


(( 


Worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness." 


This  whole  Psalm  refers  to  the  day  of  the  Lord ; 
the  day  when  he  shall  rend  the  heavens,  and 
come  down  to  "  execute  vengeance  on  his  enemies 
fury  on  his  adversaries ;"  but  to  be  the  hope  and 
the  glory  of  them  that  are  escaped  of  Israel ; 
to  such  more  especially,  are  those  words  OT)oken, 
"Worsliip  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness." 
It  is  a  call  to  the  people  who  are  "  made  willing  in 
the  day  of  his  power,  (who  shall  be  adorned)  with  the 
beauties  of  houness,  from  the  womb  of  the  morning." 
(See  Psalm  ex).  As  soon  as  the  day  star  appears, 
even  from  the  womb  of  the  morning,  their  haUelujahs 
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shall  ascend  to  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne ; 
and  he  shall  dwell  among  them,  and  be  their  God. 

"  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  upon  the  waters ; 
the  God  of  glory  thundereth :  the  Lord 
is  upon  many  waters." 

The  "  waters,  are  peoples,  and  multitudes,  and 
nations,  and  tonnes."  Ihe  voice  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  upon  them ;  it  shall  ring  in  their  ears,  for  "  the 
Lora  will  roar  from  on  high,  and  utter  his  voice 
from  his  holy  habitation."  The  sound  of  his  voice 
will  resemble  the  terrible  thunder,  when  its  peals 
are  at  hand ;  therefore  it  is  that  the  thunder  is  com- 

Eared  to  the  voice  of  God ;  because  it  bears  a  resem- 
lance  to  that  awful  voice,  in  the  day  when  it  shall 
reverberate  from  end  to  end  of  the  whole  earth. 
"  The  Lord  will  be  upon  many  waters."  First,  his 
voice,  like  the  mighty  thimderbolt ;  and  tiien  him- 
self in  direct  contact  with  the  many  millions  of  en- 
emies whom  he  comes  to  destroy ;  "  he  will  send 
out  his  arrows,  and  scatter  them,  he  will  shoot  out 
lightnings  and  discomfit  them." 


« 


The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful." 


It  is  the  voice  of  Christ,  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the 
fulness  of  the  godhead  bodily.  The  godhead  is  in 
Christ :  he  is  to  the  godhead  what  tne  body  is  to 
the  human  soul;  that  image  and  likeness  after 
which  man  was  made.  He  appeared  in  the  form 
of  man  to  Abraham,  to  Moses,  to  Joshua,  Gideon, 
and  others,  but  not  imtil  the  fulness  of  time  was 
come,  did  this  wonderful  assumption  of  himianity 
really  take  place.  The  godhead  is  now,  and  ever 
will  be  embodied  in  Christ ;  and  all  the  actions  of 
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Christ  are  the  actions  of  the  godhead ;  when  he 
comes  the  godhead  comes ;  when  he  speaks,  the 
godhead  speaks,  it  will  indeed  be  a  powerfiil  voice, 
and  "  full  of  majesty." 

"  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars ; 
yea,  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars  of  Le- 
banon." 

''  He  maketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf;  Le- 
banon and  Sirion,  like  a  yonng  imicom.*' 

This  is  no  figure,  but  a  plain  declaration  of  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  that  voice.  In  that  day,  the 
earth  will  be  removed,  and  the  mountains  will  be 
oarried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea.  The  day  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  will  be  upon  all  the  high  mountains, 
and  upon  all  the  hills  that  are  lifted  up,  and  will 
take  place  when  the  seventh,  or  last  vial  is  poured 
out,  and  at  tlie  sounding  of  the  seventh  angel, — 
"  The  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven,  with 
a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with 
the  trump  of  God  ;  at  that  shout  "  every  island 
shall  flee  away,  and  the  moimtains  shall  not  be 
found ;"  the  mountains  of  Palestine,  shall  "  skip 
like  a  calf ;  Lebanon  and  Sirion  like  a  young  imi- 
com."  In  all  the  earth,  one  moxmtain  alone  shall 
be  unmoved,  even  the  mountain  of  Sion,  which 
<;annot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for  ever ;  ita  con- 
figuration only,  will  undergo  a  change ;  for  the  great 
city  will  be  divided  into  tln-ee  parts.  The  Mount 
*of  Olives  shall  also  continue  in  its  place,  but  cleave 
in  the  midst  immediately  opposite  Jerusalem ;  half 
of  it  towards  the  north,  and  half  toward  the  south ; 
thus  opening  up,  a  great  valley  toward  the  east, 
through  which  the  healing  waters  will  flow;  the 
waters  of  that  river  which  will  make  glad  the  city  of 
Ood. 
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"  The  voice  of  the  Lord  divideth  the  flames  of 
fire ;" 

"  The  voice  of  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilder- 
ness ;  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness  of 
Kadesh." 

"  The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds  to 
calve,  and  discovereth  the  forests." 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  will  do  all  these,  and  a 
thousand  things  more,  in  the  day  when  it  shall  be 
heard ;  and  in  particular,  it  will  produce  such  con- 
sternation and  terror  among  men,  that  they  shall 
say  to  the  moimtains  and  rocks,  "  Fall  on  us,  and 
hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb,  for  the 
great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  who  shall  be 
able  to  stand. 

"  And  in  his  temple  doth  every  one  speak  of 
his  glory." 


E 


It  is  written  in  Malachi,  "  the  Lord  whom  ye  seek 
shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple,  even  the  messen- 
er  of  the  covenant  whom  ye  delight  in,  saith  the 
ord  of  hosts.  But  who  may  abide  the  day  of  his 
coming,  and  who  shall  stand  when  he  appcareth  t" 
The  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God ;  they  shall  abide 
the  dav  of  his  coming ;  and  shall  stand  when  he  ap- 
peareth.  They  shall  sing  the  praises  of  the  I^prd ; 
and  shall  say,  (Psalm  xlviii.  8)  "  As  we  have  heard 
so  have  we  seen  in  the  city  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in 
tlie  city  of  our  God :  God  will  establish  it  for  ever." 
"  We  have  thought  of  thy  loving-kindness,  0  God, 
in  the  midst  of  thy  temple."  "The  glory  of  Le- 
banon shall  come  unto  thee  ;  the  fir  tree,  the  pine 
tree,  and  the  box  together,  to  beautify  the  place  of 
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my  sanctuary :  and  I  will  make  the  place  of  my  feet 
gli^rious."  It  is  not  an  ideal  but  a  real  temple  which 
shall  thus  be  erected,  far  more  glorious  than  any 
erection  which  has  ever  yet  appeared  upon  the 
earth  :  and  "  in  that  temple  shall  every  one''  (who 
shall  have  access  there)  ''  speak  of  his  gloiy." 

"  The  Lord  sitteth  upon  the  flood :  yea,  the 
Lord  sitteth  King  for  ever." 

Now  he  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  even 
until  his  enemies  be  made  his  foot-stool ;  but  then 
he  will  sit  upon  the  flood ;  his  enemies  will  be  his 
foot-stool ;  as  it  is  written,  the  "  heathen  are  perish- 
ed out  of  his  land."  The  wicked  shall  be  no  more, 
for  "  he  shall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things 


that  offend,  and  them  that  do  iniquiibp- ;"  and  from 
henceforth  be  the  acknowledged  King  for  ever. 
King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.  As  said  the 
Angel  Gabriel,  "  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of 
Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be 
no  end." 

"  The  Lord  will  give  strength  imto  his  people  : 
the  Lord  will  bless  his  people  with  peace." 

Li  that  day  "  thou  shalt  say,  the  Lord  Jehovah 
is  my  strength,  and  my  song,  he  also  is  become  my 
salvation.  In  that  day,  it  shall  be  said,  "  Trust  ye 
in  the  Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
everlasting  strength."  And  the  Lord  will  bless  his 
people  witn  peace — "  abundant  peace  so  long  as 
the  moon  endureth  ;"  even  for  ever  and  ever,  for, 
"  thus  saith  the  Lord,  who  giveth  the  sun  for  a 
light  by  day,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  moon,  and 
of  the  stars  by  night."   "  K  those  ordinances  depart 
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from  before  me,  saith  the  Lord,  then  the  seed  of 
Israel  shall  cease  from  being  a  nation  before  me  for 
ever."  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  if  heaven  above  can  be 
measured  and  the  foundations  of  the  earth  search- 
ed out  beneath,  I  will  also  cast  off  all  the  seed  of 
Israel,  for  all  that  they  have  done,  saith  the  Lord.** 
{ Jer.  xxxi.  25.)  As  long  as  the  ordinances  of  hear- 
ven  remain,  so  long  will  the  Lord  Jehovah  bless  his 
people  with  peace. 


18 


PSALM    XXX, 


1.  1  will  extol  thee,  0  Lord ;  for  thou  hast  lifted 
me  up,  and  hast  not  made  my  foes  to  rejoice  over 
me. 

2.  0  Lord  my  God,  I  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou 
hast  healed  me. 

3.  0  Lord,  thou  hast  brought  up  my  soul  from 
the  grave  :  thou  hast  kept  me  alive,  that  I  should 
not  go  down  to  the  pit. 

4.  Sing  imto  the  Lord,  0  ye  saints  of  his,  and 
give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holiness. 

5.  For  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment ;  in  his 
favoiu-  is  life ;  weeping  may  endiu-e  for  a  night,  but 
joy  Cometh  in  the  morning. 

6.  And  in  my  prosperity  I  said,  I  shall  never  be 
moved. 

7.  Lord,  by  thy  favour  thou  hast  made  my  moun- 
tain to  stand  strong :  thou  didst  hide  thy  face,  and 
I  was  troubled. 

8.  I  cried  to  thee,  0  Lord ;  and  unto  the  Lord  I 
made  supplication. 

9.  What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood,  when  I  go 
down  to  the  pit  ?  Shall  the  dust  praise  thee  t  shall 
it  declare  thy  truth  I 

10.  Hear,  0  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me : 
Lord,  be  thou  my  helper. 

11.  Thou  hast  turned  for  me  mv  mourning  into 
dancing :  thou  hast  put  off  my  sackcloth,  and  gird- 
ed me  with  gladness ; 
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12.  To  the  end  that  my  glory  may  sing  praise  to 
thee,  and  not  be  silent.  U  Lord  my  God,  I  will 
give  thanks  mito  thee  for  ever. 

"  I  will  extol  thee,  0  Lord ;  for  thou  hast  lifted 
me  up,  and  hast  not  made  my  foes  to  re- 
joice over  me." 

This  is  a  Psalm  of  thanksgiving  for  his  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  for  Goa  "  raised  him  from  the 
dead,  and  gave  him  glory,  that  our  faith  and  hope 
might  be  in  God,"  and  to  the  Father  he  ascribes 
the  glory,  saying,  "  I  will  extol  thee,  0  Lord,  for 
thou  hast  lifted  me  up  'P  he  W6W8  brought  low,  so  low 
that  his  enemies  thought  he  would  never  rise  up 
again ;  they  supposed  that  they  had  made  an  end 
of  him,  ana  only  wished  that  the  great  stone  which 
formed  the  door  of  hissepulchre,  should  be  so  secured 
as  to  prevent  ingress  and  egress ;  but  very  soon  the 
angel  rolled  away  the  stone  from  the  entrance  to 
the  sepulchre,  and  he  that  was  dead,  came  forth  to 
die  no  more ;  for  death  hath  no  more  dominion 
over  him ;  "  for  in  that  he  died,  he  died  imto  sin 
once,  but  in  that  he  liveth,  he  liveth  unto  God." 
The  triumph  of  his  enemies  was  shortlived  indeed, 
for  they  had  to  give  a  large  sum  to  the  soldiers 
whom  they  had  set  to  watch  him,  to  conceal  the 
fact  of  his  resurrection,  and  he,  the  object  of  their 
hatred,  was  now,  and  for  ever  beyond  meir  reach. 

"  0  Lord  my  God,  I  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou 
hast  healed  me." 


4C 


At  his  crucifixion,  (see  Psalm  xxii.)   he  cried. 
Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword,  my  oiGurling  from 
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the  power  of  tlie  dog;''  the  Lord  heard  and  de- 
livered him,  for  his  deadly  wound  was  healed  ;  "he 
trusted  in  God  that  he  would  deliver  him,''  and  he 
did  deliver  him  ;  not  by  protecting  him  from  death, 
but  by  raising  him  up  out  of  death  into  life  ever- 
lasting. 


4t 


0  Lord,  thou  hast  brought  up  my  soul  from 
the  grave  ;  thou  hast  made  me  alive,  that 
I  should  not  remain  in  the  pit." 


When  he  was  laid  in  the  grave,  the  life  was  gone, 
there  was  nothing  there  but  the  body ;  but  God  did 
not  suffer  his  holy  one  to  see  corruption :  but  on 
the  third  day  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jesus.  The  spirit  of  life  from  God  entered 
into  him,  and  he  arose  and  stood  on  his  feet,  and 
was  caught  up  to  God,  and  to  his  throne ;  he  was 
not  kept  alive  that  he  should  not  go  down  into  the 
pit ;  for  he  himself  saith,  "  I  am  he  that  liveth  and 
was  dead  ;  and  again  he  testifieth  in  another  Psalm, 
"  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit,  in  darkness, 
in  the  deep."  It  was  the  honible  pit  into  which  he 
descended,  and  into  the  lowest  department  of  that 
pit,  where  the  spirits  of  the  anteaeluvians  are ;  to 
whom,  while  yet  separated  from  the  body,  "he 
preached  the  gospel,  that  they  might  be  judged 
according  to  men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according 
to  God  iu  the  spirit."  The  time  for  that  purpose 
was  very  brief,  for  his  absence  from  the  body  did 
not  exceed  thirty-nine  hours,  so  that  it  was  but  a 
short  visit.  When  once  the  long-suffering  of  God 
waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  they  had  a  hundred 
years  to  deliberate,  as  to  whether  they  would  return 
to  God,  and  so  escape  the  impendmg  calamity ; 


-'1^: 


0   BLESS  OUR  GOD  YE  PEOPLE.       277 

but  now,  not  the  half  of  that  number  of  hours  is  af- 
forded them  to  decide  as  to  whether  they  would 
embrace  the  great  deliverer.  This  is  a  mysterioua 
subject :  how  God  should  visit  the  souls  of  the  de- 
parted, who  have  died  in  their  rebellion,  and  give 
them  one  opportunity  more,  of  being  rescued  from 
endless  destruction  1  But  so  it  is,  let  who  will,  gain- 
say it.  That  none  may  however  presume,  it  is  ex- 
pressly testified  that  to  the  Antedeluvians  he  was 
sent,  nor  does  it  appear  that  to  any  other  of  the 
many  millions  who  are  there,  was  he  sent.  If  the 
gospel  is  preached  to  men  while  in  the  body,  and  is 
rejected,  if  such  die  in  their  sins,  redemption  ceaseth 
for  ever,  and  the  wrath  of  God  remaineth  on  them. 

"  Sing  xmto  the  Lord,  0  ye  saints  of  his,  and 
give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his 
holiness." 

"  Speaking  to  yourselves  in  Psalms,  and  hymns, 
and  spritual  songs,  singing  and  making  melody  in 
your  nearts  unto  the .  Lord."  Exalted  strains  of 
music,  when  used  to  give  expression  to  the  high 
praises  of  God,  is  the  most  refined  of  all  human  en- 
joyments ;  but  for  all  other  objects,  they  are  mis-em- 
ployed, and  are  a  robbery  of  God.  It  is  to  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  name,  that  we  should 
sing ;  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  purpose  for  which 
God  created  harmonious  soimdia,  and  formed  the 
human  voice. 

"  For  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment." 

God  was  angry  with  his  chosen  people  Israel, 
and  is  angry  with  them  to  this  day ;  because  of 
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this  he  cast  them  ofi^  and  scattered  them  among- 
the  nations ;  but  he  who  scattered  Israel,  will  gather 
them,  and  when  he  gathers  them,  they  wiD  remain 
in  his  fold  for  ever.  "  For  a  small  moment  have  I 
forsaken  thee ;  but  with  great  mercies  wiD  I  gather 
thee.  In  a  Sttle  wrath  I  hid  my  face  fix)m  thee 
for  a  moment ;  but  with  everlasting  kindness  will  I 
have  mercy  on  thee,  saitii  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer/' 
God  is  ready  to  forgive;  only  turn  imto  him  and  say, 
"  Take  away  aD  iniquity  and  recerve  us  graciously,** 
and  the  Loid  will  turn  and  be  graciouB,for '^heis  gra- 
cious and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kmd- 
nees."  "  0  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  ffood,  bles- 
sed is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  him ;  0  fear  the 
Lord,  ye  his  saints,  for  there  is  no  want  to  them 
that  fear  him." 

"  In  his  favour  is  life.^ 


"Not  so,"  saith  the  world,  "for  life  is  to  be  found  in 
the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  in 
the  nonours  of  this  world,  in  eating  and  and  drink- 
ing, and  being  merry ;  in  theatres,  and  concerts, 
and  balls,  in  social  parties  and  gay  assemblies;  every 
man  living  to  hunself,  and  for  himself;*'  but  the 
world  speaketh  a  lie,  and  aU  shall  find  it  so,  when 
alas  it  IB  too  late  I  but  if  any  man  have  ears 
to  hear,  let  him  hear  these  words,  "  In  his  favour  is 
life ;"  and  he  favours  those  he  is  pleased  with,  and 
every  man  pleaseth  God  who  believeth  on  the 
name  of  his  son,  Jesus  Chiist. 

"  Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy 
Cometh  in  the  morning." 
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It  was  night  with  the  Lord  Jesus,  when  suspen- 
ded in  agony  upon  the  cross ;  and  when  he  wept 
tears  of  blood ;  for,  "  he  bore  our  griefs  and  carried 
our  sorrows."  But  the  darkness  of  that  night,  in- 
tense as  it  was,  passed  away ;  and  in  thirty-eight 
houi-8  came  the  morning,  a  morning  without  clouds, 
the  morning  of  an  endless  day ;  as  he  testifieth, 
saying,  "  Behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen ; 
and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death."  "  Woe 
unto  you  that  laugh  now,  for  ye  shall  mourn  and 
weep ;  but  blessed  are  ye  that  weep  now,  for  ye 
shall  laugh."  This  present  life  is  the  night,  to  all 
who  believe  on  Jesus ;  and  therefore  the  time  for 
weeping — not  fictitious,  but  real  weeping  ;  not 
weeping  for  our  own  sins,  for  they  are  all  washed 
away,  but  weeping  for  the  sins  ana  sorrows  of  men, 
**  sighing  and  crying  for  the  abominations  that  are 
done  in  the  land."  On  all  such  God  sets  a  mark, 
and  sets  them  apart  for  himself,  and  "  they  shall  be 
mine  in  that  day  when  1  come  to  make  up  my 

{"ewels."  That  day  wiD  be  the  morning  of  an  end- 
ess  day :  and  in  the  womb  of  that  morning  will  the 
joy  come ;  he  will  send  forth  a  great  sound  of  a 
trumpet,  and  in  a  moment  every  single  individual 
among  his  millions  of  saints  will  start  into  life,  and 

Siided  by  holy  angels,  shall  flash  like  lightning 
rough  the  intervening  space,  (though  it  may  be 
thousands  of  mfles)  to  the  place  of  their  glonfied 
Redeemer,  and  then  will  be  joy,  such  as  "  eye  hath 
not  seen,  nor  ear  heard ;"  and  it  shall  be  continuous 
and  unending. 

"  In  my  prosperity  1  said,  I  shall  never  be 

moved." 
"Lord^   by  thy  favour  thou   hast  made  my 

mountain  to  stand  strong.^* 


tVf        <iiCJ&  KATB  fiC7  HS  StJf  T^'Jf  A  IBCIGC. 


Hii  ircujp^fsatj  facifr  in  121&  »ifirPTr;g.  for  21PV  al 

wardiE  «2^d  cTSirardg  tSiro-sgi:  a  CtcsniiaieK  *2«c^ 

K*a/1^  Liij:;  uu'-jst  bleaBei  f:r  eT€s:  li*cui  liaa  a 

i*.ev*:T  }/^  kjov^  :  Itt  the  {kvovr  d  God  ""  hia 
XfiiT/ijiitaixi  ifi  ciade  to  stand  ctrong.""  so  ftrcsg  aa  tD 
Ix;  m^ajASiilabk;  br  Lis  eueuiiea.  God  hash  eet  faim 
ojKyn  a  rock,  hh^ISz  bead  is  lifted  i3p  abc*Te  fak  en- 
etsii^  round  Si\Aji2t  him ;  tb«^fore  saitb  be.  ~  will  I 
off<rr  Ui  hi«  Ui}jf:rLiSLf:l%  sacriScee  of  joy,  I  wiH  SBg. 
yea,  I  will  feiiig  praioea  unto  tbe  Lord.'^ 


"  TTj^^m  didid  bide  thv  face,  and  I  waa  tioub- 

**  I  cri*;d  t/j  thee,  0  Lord  ;  and  nnto  tbe  Lord 
i  Uiiule  Bupplication.' 


w 


lie?  recapitulate*  the  Bufferings  he  underwent^ 
wlicn  amid  the*  a^ouiea  of  the  cross  he  endured  tbe 
hiding  of  hiij  Father's  face,  which  to  him  was  the 
bitt^.'rest  in^edient  in  his  cup  of  suffering.  When 
God  hid  his  fjice,  ho  was  troubled,  and  conscious 
of  the  Kj-jrjtless  purity  of  his  soul,  exclaimed,  **  My 
God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?** 

(I  said)  **What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood,  when 
1  go  down  to  the  pit?  shall  the  dust  praise 
thee  1  shall  it  declare  thy  truth  f 

"  Hear,  O  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me  ^ 
Lord  be  thou  my  helper*" 
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But  for  the  Psalms,  we  shoidd  not  have  known 
that  these  formed  part  of  his  *'  prayers  and  suppli- 
cations"  while  he  was  suspended  on  the  cross.  We 
see  a  silent  Saviour ;  few  were  the  words  he  uttered 
audibly  during  those  homrs  of  agony,  but  much  of 
his  secret  breathings  can  be  gathered  from  the 
Psalms,  and  among  others,  his  fervent  prayer  for 
resurrection  to  life.  He  was  not  raised  to  life  with- 
out asking  it,  yea,  and  vehemently  beseeching  God 
for  it ;  not  on  his  own  accoimt,  but  from  the  in- 
tensity of  his  devotion  to  God ;  and  from  the  ar- 
dour of  his  soul  to  praise  God ;  which  praise  could 
not  be  given,  should  he  remain  in  the  grave  ;  for, 
"  the  dead  cannot  praise  thee,  neither  any  that  so 
down  into  silence."  Christ  prayed  that  he  might 
be  raised,  that  the  high  praises  of  God,  his  exceed- 
ing joy,  might  not  be  discontinued,  which  they 
would  be,  if  his  soul  continued  in  the  pit,  and  hm 
body  in  the  grave ;  "  for  the  dust  cannot  praise 
thee,  neither  can  it  declare  thy  truth."  Thus  he 
cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  imto  the  Lord  he  made  his 
supplication,  and  God  heard  him ;  for  "  him  he 
heareth  always,"  just  because  he  alwavs  doeth  those 
things  that  please  him ;  he  raised  him  from  the 
dead,  and  with  him,  all  flesh ;  for  as  he  died  for  all, 
80  he  rose  for  all ;  "  for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in 
Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive ;"  they  who  believe  on 
him,  to  life  everlasting ;  but  they  who  believe  noty 
to  the  second  death,  which  is  the  lake  of  fire.  In 
the  following  verses  we  see  Jesus  triumphing  in  his 
resurrection. 

**  Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my  mourning  into 
dancing ;  thou  hast  put  off  mv  sackcloth^ 
and  girded  me  with  gladness. 
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"  To  the  end  my  glory  may  sing  praise  to  thee, 
and  not  be  ffllent.  0  Lord  my  God,  I  will 
give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever." 

We  also  see  the  reason  why  he  so  triumphs :  be- 
cause in  his  immediate  resurrection  there  would 
thus  be  no  interruption  to  his  praise.  God  raised 
him  up,  to  the  end  that  his  glory  might  sing  praise 
to  bim,  and  not  be  silent,  and  being  raised,  he  adds, 
"  0  Lord  my  God,  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for 
ever."  The  glory  of  the  Son  is  the  Father,  his 
eternal  delight  is  in  him,  and  '^  his  praise  shall  be 
of  him  in  the  great  congregation"  "  when  the  peo- 
ple are  gathered  together,  and  the  kingdoms,  to 
serve  the  Lord."     (Psalm  cii.  22.) 


PSALM    XXXI. 

I.  In  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trost ;  let  me* 
never  be  ashamed:  deliver  me  in  thy  righteomsK 
ness. 

9.  Bow  down  thine  ear  to  me  ;  deliver  me 
speedily :  be  thou  my  strong  rock,  for  an  house  of 
oefenee  to  save. 

3.  For  thou  art  my  rock  and  my  fortress ;  there- 
fore for  thy  name's  sake  lead  me,  and  guide  me. 

4.  Pull  me  out  of  the  net  that  they  have  laid 
privily  for  me :  for  thou  art  my  strength. 

5.  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit :  thou  hast 
redeemed  me,  0  Lord  God  of  truth. 

6.  I  have  hated  them  that  regard  lying  vanities : 
but  I  trust  in  the  Lord. 

7.  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy :  for 
ihou  hast  considered  my  trouble ;  thou  hast  known 
my  soul  in  adversities ; 

8.  And  hast  not  shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the 
enemy :  thou  hast  set  my  feet  in  a  larj^e  room. 

9.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Lord,  tor  I  am  in 
trouble  :  mine  eye  is  consumed  with  grief,  yea,  my 
soul  and  my  belhr* 

10.  For  my  life  is  spent  with  grief,  and  my  years 
with  sighing :  my  strength  faileth  because  of  mine 
iniquity,  ana  my  bones  are  consumed.  ^ 

II.  I  was  a  reproach  amon^  all  mine  enemieSy 
but  especiafly  among  my  neigliooiu^  and  a  fear  to 
mine  acquaintance  :  they  that  did  see  me  without 
fled  from  me. 
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12.  I  am  forgotteD  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind  : 
I  am  like  a  broken  vessel. 

13.  For  I  have  heard  the  slander  of  many  :  fear 
was  on  every  side  :  wliile  they  took  counsel  toget- 
her against  me,  they  devised  to  take  away  my  Mfe. 

14.  But  I  trusted  in  thee,  0  Lord :  I  said.  Thou 
art  my  God, 

15.  My  times  are  in  thy  hand :  deliver  me  from 
the  hand  of  mine  enemies,  and  from  them  that  per- 
secute me. 

16.  Make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  thy  servant : 
save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake. 

17.  Let  me  not  be  ashamed,  0  Lord;  for  I  have 
called  upon  thee  :  let  the  wicked  be  ashamed,  and 
let  them  be  silent  in  the  grave. 

18.  Let  the  lying  lips  be  put  to  silence;  which 
speak  grievous  things  proudly  and  contemptuously 
against  the  righteous. 

19.  Oh  how  great  is  thy  goodness,  which  thou 
hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee  ;  which  thou 
hast  wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  thee  before  the 
sons  of  men ! 

20.  Thou  shalt  hide  them  in  the  secret  of  thy 
presence  from  the  pride  of  man ;  thou  shalt  keep 
them  secretly  in  a  pavillion  from  the  strife  of  ton- 
gues. 

21.  Blessed  be  the  Lord;  for  he  hath  shpwed 
me  his  marvellous  kindness  in  a  strong  city. 

22.  For  I  said  in  my  haste,  I  am  cut  off  from  be- 
fore thine  eyes :  nevertheless  thou  heardest  the 
voice  of  my  supplications  when  I  cried  unto  thee. 

23.  0  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  saint*:  for  the 
Lord  preserveth  the  faithful,  and  plentifully  rewar- 
deth  tne  proud  doer. 

24.  Be  of  ffood  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen 
your  heart,  aU  ye  that  hope  in  the  Lord. 
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"  In  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trust." 

God  hath  said  that  "  he  that  putteth  his  trust  in 
me,  shall  possess  the  land,  and  shall  inherit  ray  holy 
mountain."  This  is  the  promise  which  God  made 
to  Abraham,  and  Abraham  believed  in  God — i.e.  he 
relied  ,upon  the  veracity  of  God,  and  in  his  faithful- 
ness, in  due  time  to  perform  his  word;  this  is  to 
put  our  trust  in  the  Lord.  Though  it  be  but  a 
man's  covenant  or  bond,  we  confide  in  it,  when  we 
are  persuaded  of  the  ability  and  willingness  of  him 
who  maketh  it;  all  negotiable  transactions  have 
this  foundation  to  rest  on,  viz  :  supposed  ability  and 
honesty.  In  its  nature  it  is  the  same,  and  thus  the 
Apostle  reasons,  that  if  we  receive  the  witness  (or 
declaration,  or  testimony)  of  men,  the  witness  of 
God  is  greater ;  why  ?  because  he  is  more  worthy 
of  credit  than  the  best  of  men.  And  such  trust  had 
Christ  in  God.  He  rested  his  whole  soul  on  him ; 
confiding  in  the  promise  made  to  Abraham,  and  to  his 
seed ;  and  thus  we  find  him  in  his  prayers,  reminding 
God  of  his  gracious  promise,  "  Remember  the  word 
nnto  thy  servant,  upon  which  thou  hast  caused  me  to 
hope ;  this  is  my  comfort  in  my  aflSiction ;  for  thy 
word  hath  quickened  me."  "  Tnis  is  the  word  (saith 
the  Apostle  Peter)  which  by  the  gospel  is  preached 
xmto  you  ;"  and  this  is  what  the  Apostle  Paul  refers 
to,  in  the  JEpistle  to  Titus,  that  God  had  in  due  time 
manifested  his  word,  through  preaching,  which 
word,  was  the  promise  of  "  eternal  life,"  given  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world. 

"  Let  me  never  be  ashamed." 

When  men  look  unto  God,  they  are  lightened ; 
and  their  faces  are  not  ashamed;  but  we  forget 
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God :  we  forget  his  presence ;  we  forget  his  name, 
(which  is  love,)  and  then  "we  are  ashamed  of  him, 
and  of  his  words  ,in  this  evil  veneration."  But 
Christ  set  God  alwavs  before  him ;  his  eyes  were 
ever  toward  the  Lord ;  and  therefore  he  was  never 
•ashamed. 

"  Deliver  me  in  thy  righteousness." 

Onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ  trusted  to  be  saved 
through  God's  righteousness;  even  as  we  trust  to  be 
saved  through  Obrist's  righteousness :  and  this  is  in 
effect  what  he  saith,  "  As  I  live  by  the  Father,  so 
he  that  believcth  on  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me.*^ 
Thus  the  head  of  every  man  is  Christ,  and  the  head 
of  Christ  is  God.  It  is  the  purpose  of  God  in  the 
ages  to  come,  to  head  up  all  creation  in  himself, 
and  so  to  establish  it  for  ever ;  thus  the  creatiure 
will  never  again  be  in  danger  of  falling. 

"  Bow  down  thine  ear  to  me :  deliver  me 
speedily  :  be  thou  my  strong  rock,  for  an 
house  of  defence  to  save  me." 

He  sought  the  ear  of  God,  and  the  ear  of  God 
was  ever  open  to  him,  because  he  always  did  those 
things  that  please  God.  He  did  not  trust  in  an 
arm  of  flesh.  God  was  his  only  dependance ;  his 
present  help  in  the  time  of  trouble. 


<i 


For  thou  art  my  rock  and  fortress ;  therefore 
for  thy  name's  sake,  lead  me,  and  guide 


me. 


Our  Lord  needed  an  house  of  defence,  to  which 
he  could  continually  resort,  siurounded  as  he  was 
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Tx)th  by  secret  and  open  enemies:  €tnd  such  an  house 
he  found  in  God ;  he  was  his  place  of  safety — ^his 
rock  and  his  fortress,  within  which  he  was  secure. 

"  PuD  me  out  of  the  net  which  they  have  laid 
privily  {or  me :  for  thou  art  my  strength.'*^ 

He  could  do  nothing  of  himself,  nor  by  himself ; 
all  his  deliverance  came  from  God,  who  was  his 
strength.  It  must  be  thus  also  wdth  us ;  for  it  is 
not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direct  his  own  steps. 
The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  constantly  devis- 
ing plans  to  accomplish  his  destruction  ;  to  have 
grounds  of  accusation  against  him,  that  they  might 
bring  him  under  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
governor.  These  were  the  nets  which  they  laid 
privily  for  him  :  but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  de- 
livered him,  "for  he  gave  him  a  quick  understanding 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

"  Into  thine  hand  I  commit  my  spirit." 

These  were  the  identical  words  which  he  uttered 
just  before  he  expired  on  the  cross ;  and  as  he  thus 
committed  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  Father, 
so  do  all  saints  at  their  dying  moments  commit 
their  spirits  into  his  hands,  of  which  we  have 
a  beautiful  example,  in  the  first  martyr  that  fol- 
lowed him,  viz  :  St.  Stephen,  who  kneeled  down, 
and  like  his  master,  interceded  for  his  murderers, 
And  then  said,  "  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit." 

"Thou  hast  redeemed  me,  0  Lord  God  of 
truth." 

"  He  taketh  not  hold  of  angels,  but  of  the  seed  of 
Abraham,  he  taketh  hold ;"  he  took  hold  of  faUen 
humanity,  and  fallen  humanity  required  redemption. 
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and  obtained  it,  throurfi  his  obedience  unto  death, 
and  thus  "  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood." 
The  whole  race  are  thus  brought  from  under  the 
curse :  and  the  blessing  of  Abraham  is  promised 
to  all.  Why  then  do  men  perish  ?  because  of  their 
unbelief;  for  "  a  promise  is  left  us  of  entering  into 
his  rest :"  let  us  therefore  fear,  "  lest  through  imbe- 
lief  we  should  come  short  of  it." 

"  I  have  hated  them  that  regard  lying  vani- 
ties ;  but  I  trust  in  the  Lord." 

Thus  we  have  the  mind  of  Christ  respecting  all 
who  regard  lying  vanities;  he  hates  them.  But 
what  are  lying  vanities  ?  All  popular  pleasures, 
and  amusements,  are  vanities.  "  The  cares  of  this 
world,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  and  the  lusts 
of  other  things,  which  entering  in  choke  the  word, 
and  make  it  become  unfruitfur' — all  are  vanities ; 
and  lying  vanities  are  such  as  pretend  to  give  hap- 
piness, but  do  not : — *'  broken  cisterns  that  can  hold 
no  water :"  all  who  regard  tlicm,  and  seek  after 
them,  "  have  forsaken  God  the  foimtain  of  living 
waters,"  and  are  hated  by  Christ.  It  is  possible  to 
love  a  man's  soul,  and  yet  thoroughly  hate  his  cha- 
nicter,  and  disposition ;  and  this  is  the  feeling 
which  Christ  bears  to  such  as  are  far  from  God ; 
for  all  who  regard  lying  vanities  are  far  from  Him. 

"  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy  :  for 
thou  hast  considered  mv  trouble ;  thou 
hast  known  my  soul  in  aaversities." 

"  And  hast  not  shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of 
the  enemy :  thou  hast  set  my  feet  in  a 
lar£^  room." 


i^^ 
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When  Jesus  committed  his  spirit  into  the  hand  of 
Ood,  he  gave  up  the  ghost.  But  soon,  by  the 
mighty  power  of  God,  he  was  resuscitated  and 
changed  from  a  natural  into  a  epiritual  body;  and 
tliese  words  were  such  as  he  would  use  in  ad(h*essing 
his  Father  on  the  morning  of  his  resurrection ;  he 
was  shut  up,  but  only  for  a  moment;  now  were  his 
feet  set  in  a  large  room,  and  the  time  of  his  trials 
and  temptations  was  past  for  ever. 

"  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  in 
trouble  ;  mine  eye  is  consimied  with  grief, 
yea,  my  soul  and  my  belly." 

**  For  my  life  is  spent  with  gnef,  and  my  years 
witn  sighing  :  my  strength  faileth  be- 
cause of  mine  iniquity,  and  my  bones  are 
consumed." 

How  inapplicable  is  all  this  to  David,  who  had 
no  enemies  to  speak  of,  but  his  master  Saul ;  and 
he  after  a  time  was  removed  out  of  his  path,  when 
he  quietly  ascended  the  throne,  first, of  Judah,  and 
afterwards  of  all  Israel.  Of  whom  then  does  the 
Psalmist  speak  ?  Of  the  one  man  on  whose  head 
was  concentrated  the  guilt  of  all  flesh  :  and  so  it  is 
written,  "  himself  took  our  infirmities  and  bare  our 
sicknesses.  And  again,  "  Surely  he  hath  borne  our 
griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows."  It  was  not  an 
occasional  pang,  but  a  continual  grief  that  oppres- 
sed his  soul :  nis  eyes  were  consimied,  t.  e.  they 
waxed  dim  through  the  multitude  of  tears  which 
welled  from  them,  "  All  the  night  make  I  my  bed 
to  swim,  I  water  my  couch  with  my  tears."  "  Mine 
eye  is  consumed  with  grief:  it  waxeth  old  because  of 
all  mine  enemies."  We  have  no  sympathy  with  such 
sorrows ;  we  cannot  understand  them ;  and  are  like 
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Hazael  who  could  not  comprehend  the  sorrow  of 
Elisha ;  and  said,  "  Why  weepeth  my  lord  f  so  we 
cannot  understand  the  cause  erf  the  profoimd  and 
continued  sorrow  of  Christ.  Yet  we  shall  not  be 
honoured  to  be  his  companions  in  the  new  Jerusa- 
lem, unless  we  have  obtained  acquaintance  with 
him  "  to  know  him  and  the  fellowship  of  his  suffer- 
ings, and  the  power  of  his  resurrection,"  The  oc- 
casion of  all  hiB  grief  was  sin ;  for  all  the  reproaches 
of  them  that  reproached  God  fell  on  him."  "  Rivers 
of  waters  ran  down  his  ejres,  because  men  kept  not 
God's  law ;"  as  he  saith  m  the  119th  Psahn,  "  I  be- 
held the  trans^essors,  and  was  grieved,  because 
they  kept  not  thy  word." 

"  I  was  a  reproach  among  all  mine  enemies, 
but  especiaUy  among  my  neighbours." 

When  God  was  reproached,  he  was  reproached ; 
and  when  he  was  reproached,  God  was  reproached 
in  him.  "  They  saw  and  hated  both  him  and  his 
Father."  It  was  the  bitter  cup  which  he  had  daily 
to  drink,  and  was  consummated  on  the  cross,  when 
they  loaded  him  with  reproaches ;  **  Let  Christ  the 
Kinff  of  Israel  come  down  from  the  cross,  and  we 
will  believe  on  him." 

"  And  a  fear  to  mine  acquaintance ;  they  that 
did  see  me  without  fled  from  me." 

There  were  two  or  three  of  the  more  ardent  of 
his  diciples  who  dared  to  stand  near  to  the  foot  of 
the  cross,  of  whom  the  beloved  disciple  was  one ; 
but  where  were  the  other  ten  apostles  ?  and  his 
many  disciples  who  had  tniRted  tliat  it  was  he  who 
tthould  have  redeemed  Israel?  they  were  afraid  to  im- 
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peril  their  lives,  or  their  persons  to  any  extent  on 
nis  account :  thejr  stood  afar  off;  he  was  indeed  a 
fear  to  his  acqnamtance,  the  most  of  whom  consul- 
ted their  safety  by  flight,  or  in  keeping  at  what 
they  considered  a  safe  distance  ;  he  looked  on  his 
right  hand,  and  beheld,  but  there  was  no  man  that 
would  know  him,  refuge  failed  him,  no  man  cared 
for  his  souL" 

'*  I  am  forgotteu  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind." 

"  For  I  have  heard  the  slander  of  many,  fear 

was  on  every  side,  while  they  took  counsel 

together  against  me  ;  they  aevised  to  take 

away  my  life." 

These  words  particularly  refer  to  that  night  on 
which  he  was  betrayed ;  when  he  stood  before  the 
assembled  Sanhedrun,  when  n^any  false  witnesses 
gave  evidence,  distorted  evidence,  to  aU  of  which 
he  listened,  and  answered  not  a  word ;  thus  he 
heard  the  slander  of  manv,  but  he  as  a  deaf  man 
heard  not ;  and  as  a  dumb  man  he  opened  not  the 
mouth ;  insomuch  that  his  judges  said,  Answerest 
thou  nothing  ?  what  is  it  which  these  witness 
against  thee  ?  They  witnessed  "  that  this  fellow 
tsaid.  Destroy  the  temple  of  God,  and  I  will  raise  it  up 
in  three  days."  And  if  he  had  said  so,  no  doubt  he 
could  have  accomplidied  it,  but  he  did  not  say  so, 
but  "  Destroy  this  temple,"  referring  to  the  temple 
of  his  body,  and  thus,  both  they  and  all  the  other 
false  witnesses  slandered  him ;  yet,  on  these  slan- 
derers alone  could  they  form  a  ground  of  accusation 
against  him,  until  a  thought  struck  the  high  priest 
that  he  would  put  to  him  a  question  in  the  form  of 
a  solemn  adjuration,  which  would  compel  him  to 
give  a  reply  that  would  so  implicate  him  as  to  fur- 
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nish  them  with  a  semblance  of  justice  in  condemn- 
ing the  innocent  blood ;  "  What  need  have  we  of 
further  witness,"  said  he,  "  ye  have  heard  his  blas- 
phemy ;  give  your  verdict,  what  think  ye  t  They 
said  he  w^as  guilty  of  death  ;'*  thus  they  took  coun- 
sel together  against  him,  and  devised  to  take  away 
his  life,  and  then  with  cruel  hands  they  crucified  and 
slew  him ;  he  died  and  was  bm-ied ;  and  so  "  he  was 
forgotten  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind."  From  that  day 
forward  he  was  seen  no  more,  except  by  witnesses 
chosen  before  of  God,  even  us  (saith  the  Apostle,) 
who  did  eat  and  drink  with  him,  after  his  resurrec- 
tion ;  but  to  the  multitudes  to  whom  his  face  had 
been  familiar  (for  he  went  about  doing  good)  he  was 
from  henceforth  as  a  dead  man  forgotten  and  out 
of  mind." 

"  But  I  trusted  in  thee,  0  Lord ;  1  said.  Thou 
art  my  God." 

They  mocked  and  taimted  him  on  the  cross,  say- 
ing, "  He  trusted  in  God,  that  he  would  deliver 
him."  They  meant  that  his  trust  in  God  had  been 
a  vain  trust,  inasmuch  as  they  had  swallowed  him 
up,  and  had  accomplished  his  destruction.  But 
God  was  preparing  for  him  a  deliverance,  such  as 
they  did  not  expect,  and  this  he  knew,  and  his  con- 
fidence in  God  did  not  falter  for  a  moment.  "  Thou 
ai-t  my  God." 


« 


My  times  are  in  thy  hand." 


They  could  not  touch  him  until  his  hoiur  was 
come ;  not  until  the  appointed  hour,  could  tliey  lay 
liands  on  him  ;  and  wlien  that  time  did  arrive,  then 
God  suffered  ihem  to  vent  their  malice  on  hhh ;  so 
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are  our  times  in  liis  hand.  Blessed  are  tliey  who 
know  this,  and  confide  their  Ufe  freely  to  luin,  to 
live,  or  to  die  as  he  shall  appoint. 


"  Deliver  me  from  the  hand  of  mine  enemies, 
and  from  them  that  persecute  me  ;" 

"  Make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  thy  servant ; 
save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake." 

He  prayed,  and  the  Lord  heard  him,  and  deli- 
vered nim  from  the  hand  of  his  enemies  and  per- 
secutors, in  a  way  that  they  little  expected,  for  he 
suffered  them  to  do  their  worst,  and  even  to  con- 
summate their  malignity  by  "  sealing  the  stone  and 
.setting  a  watch  ;"  securing  the  safe  keemng  of  his 
body,  until  the  third  day  was  past,  and  thus  de- 
monstrate to  all  men  his  imposition,  in  that  he  as- 
serted "  After  three  days  I  \vill  rise  again."  The 
hour  of  deliverance  came  within  the  appointed  time, 
and  thus  his  prayer  was  heard,  and  answered ;  he 
made  "  his  face  to  shine  upon  his  servant ;  and 
saved  him  for  his  mercies'  sake." 

"  Let  me  not  be  ashamed,  0  Lord ;  for  I  have 
called  upon  thee." 

Now  that  he  was  raised  from  the  dead,  his  head 
was  lifted  up  above  his  enemies  roimd  about ;  and 
instead  of  being  ashamed,  he  had  abundant  cause 
for  triiuuph,  not  only  over  his  enemies  in  the  flesh 
but  over  principalities,  and  powers,  whom  he  had 
spoiled ;  *'  triumphing  over  them  in  it."  Let  none 
that  wait  on  thee,  0  Lord,  be  ashamed,  for  thus 
wilt  thou  lift  np  their  heads,  in  that  day,  when  Christ 
who  is  their  life  shall  appear. 
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**  Let  the  wicked  be  ashamed,  and  let  them  be- 
silent  in  the  grave.'* 

"  Let  the  lying  hps  be  put  to  silence ;  which 
Bpeak  grievous  tilings  proudly  and  con- 
temptuously  against  the  righteous." 

God  putteth  away  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  as- 
dross ;  their  lying  1^  are  put  to  silence,  they  go  to 
the  generation  of  their  fathers,  where  they  shall 
never  see  light ;  and  their  beauty  shall  consume  in 
the  grave,  from  their  dwelling.  True  indeed,  there 
is  for  the  moment  one  end  alike  for  the  righteous 
and  for  the  wicked ;  but  it  ia  ordy  for  the  moment^ 
for  while  the  wicked  continue  to  consume  in  the 
grave,  the  righteous  will  arise,  and  have  dominion 
m  the  morning,  and  their  dew  shall  be  as  the  dew 
of  herbs :  a  time  will  come  at  last,  when  the  wicked 
shall  rise,  but  only  to  return  to  the  second  (the  liv- 
ing) death,  loaded  with  shame,  and  everlasting  con- 
tempt. 

"  Oh  how  great  is  thy  goodness,  which  thou 
hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee ;  which 
thou  hast  wrought  for  them  that  trust  in 
thee  before  the  sons  of  men." 

Isaiah  Ixiv.  4.  "  Since  the  beginning  of  the  world 
men  have  not  heard,  nor  perceived  by  the  ear, 
neither  hath  the  eye  seen,  0  God  besides  thee, 
what  thou  hast  prepared  for  him  that  waiteth  on 
thee.''  Goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  them  all 
the  days  of  an  endless  life,  and  they  wiD  dwell  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever :  "for  he  will  continue 
bis  goodness  to  them  that  know  him,  to  them  that 
are  upright  in  heart ;"  now,  in  this  present  life  they 
shall  be  olessed  in  their  basket  and  in  their  ^stoi^ ;. 
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in  their  going  out  and  coming  in ;  these  are  the  first 
drops  of  an  endless  shower  of  blessings ;  there  is  in 
reserve,  and  laid  up  for  them  that  love  God,  an  ex- 
ceeding great  and  eternal  weight  of  glonr,  even 
for  "  them  that  trust  in  him,  (and  acknowledge  that 
they  do  so)  before  the  sons  of  men." 

"  Thou  shalt  hide  them  in  the  secret  of  thy  pre- 
sence from  the  pride  of  man :  thou  snalt 
keep  them  secretly  in  a  paviUion  from  the 
strife  of  tongues." 

God's  presence  is  a  secret  known  *  only  to  the 
righteous ;  they  believe  that  he  is,  and  to  them  he 
manifetts  himself,  as  he  doeth  not  imto  the  world  ; 
God  imparts  to  them  his  own  peace,  which  passeth 
all  understanding ;  and  tliis  inward  joy  hides  them 
from  the  pride  of  man  ;  it  enables  them  with  pa- 
tience to  endure  the  reproaches  and  revilings  which 
[)roceed  from  the  mouth  of  pride ;  and  arar  the^ 
lave  patiently  endured,  he  removes  them  to  his 
heavenly  pa^ollion,  where  they  shall  be  for  ever 
safe  from  the  strife  of  tongues. 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord ;  for  he  hath  showed  me 
his  marvellous  kindness  in  a  strong  city.'' 

Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  shewed  him  his  marvellous  kindness  in 
raising  him  from  the  dead;  he  was  crucified  in 
Jerusalem,  and  was  buried  in  Jerusalem,  and  Jeru- 
salem was  the  strong  city  where  he  attain  fir^t 
opened  his  eyes,  to  close  them  no  more  tor  ever : 
for  the  "  Shepherd  of  Israel  shall  neither  slumber  nor 
deep." 


2\^U         Ifli:    r.oKU    PIv!>KUVK1II    ink    rAITllFUL. 

**  For  I  Baid  in  my  haste,  I  am  cut  off  from  be- 
fore thine  ejee ;  nevertheless  thou  hear- 
dest  the  voice  of  my  supplications  whenr 
I  cried  unto  thee." 

He  was  indeed  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living; 
"for  the  transgression  of  my  people  was  he  stricken ;" 
but  he  cried  imto  the  Lord,  and  imto  the  Lord  ho 
made  supplication.  "What  profit  is  t^ere  in  my 
blood  when  I  go  down  to  the  pit  ?     Shall  the  dust 

E raise  thee  ?  shall  it  declare  thy  truth  ?  Hear,  O 
ord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me  ;  Lord,  be  thou  my 
helper."  Thus  he  prayed,  and  God  heard  the  voice 
of  his  supplications,  when  he  cried  unto  him ;  then 
was  he  raised  from  the  dead,  in  answer  to  his  fer- 
vent prayer ;  and  in  him  we  rise ;  for  "  he  who 
raised  up  from  the  dead  the  Lord  Jesus,  will  also 
raise  us  up  by  Jesus."  So  that  in  effect  it  was  for 
us  he  prayed,  and  the  answer  to  that  prayer,  secu- 
red to  us  a  glorious  resurrection  to  life  everlasting. 

"  O  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  saints ;  for  the 
Lord  preserveth  the  faithful." 

This  is  an  exhortation  from  Christ  to  us,  to  love 
God  on  the  ground  of  his  faithfulness,  and  that  we 
should  see  in  his  resurrection  a  glorious  manifesta- 
tion of  it,  and  also  a  sure  pledge  to  us  of  our  own, 
for  "  God  is  faithful  who  nath  promised"  and  will 
do  it :  let  us  trust  in  this,  and  love  him  with  all  our 
heart,  for  he  is  worthy. 

"  He  plentifully  rewardeth  the  proud  doer." 

All  that  lift  themselves  up  in  pride  he  is  able  to 
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abase  ;  and  he  will  lay  them  low,  and  bring  doAvrr 
their  strength  unto  the  earth,  for  pride  is  an  abomina-^ 
tion  to  him. 

**  Be  of  good  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen 
yom:  heart;  all  ye  that  hope  in  the  Lord.*'' 

All  ye  that  hope  in  the  Lord ;  all  ye  that  confide 
in  his  word  ("  ana  this  is  the  word  wmch  by  the  gos- 
pel is  preached  imto  yon,"  viz :  the  promise  of  eter- 
nal life^  be  of  good  courage,  because  your  confi- 
dence 18  not  a  misplaced  confidence,  but  hath  for 
its  foundation  the  truth  of  the  immutable  God ;  be 
of  good  courage,  for  God  will  not  fail  you  ;  even  in 
the  trying  hour,  when  heart  and  fiesh  shall  faint  and 
fail ;  God  will  be  the  strength  of  our  heart,  and  your 
portion  for  ever. 


PSALM    XXXI  I. 


1.  Blessed  is  he  whose  transgression  is  forgiven, 
whose  sin  is  covered. 

2.  Blessed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  im- 
puteth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whose  spirit  there  is  no 
guile. 

3.  When  I  kept  silence,  my  bones  waxed  old 
through  my  roaring  all  the  day  long : 

4.  For  cUiy  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon 
me:  my  moisture  is  tmned  into  the  drought  of 
summer.     Selah. 

5.  I  acknowledged  my  sin  unto  thee,  and  mine 
iniquity  have  I  not  hid.  I  said,  I  will  confess  my 
transgressions  unto  the  Lord;  and  thou  forgavest 
the  iniquity  of  my  sin.     Selah. 

6.  For  this  shall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray 
unto  thee  in  a  time  when  thou  mayest  be  foimd  : 
surely  in  the  floods  of  great  waters  they  shall  not 
come  nigh  unto  him. 

7.  Thou  art  my  hiding-place  ;  thou  shalt  preserve 
me  from  trouble ;  thou  shalt  compass  me  about 
with  songs  of  deliverance.     Selah. 

8.  I  vnn  instruct  thee  and  toach  thee  in  the  way 
which  thou  shalt  go  :  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine 
eye. 

9.  Be  ye  not  as  the  horse,  or  as  the  mule,  which 
have  no  understanding ;  whose  mouth  must  be  held 
in  with  bit  and  l)ridlc,  leet  they  come  near  unto 
thee. 
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10.  Many  BorrowB  shall  be  to  the  wicked :  but 
he  that  tnisteth  in  the  Lord,  mercy  shall  compass 
him  about. 

11.  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice,  ye  righte- 
ous :  and  shout  for  joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in 
heart. 

**'  Blessed  is  he  whose  transgression  is  forgiven : 

whose  sin  is  covered." 
"  Blessed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  im- 

puteth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whose  spiiit 

there  is  no  guile." 

Thus  **  David  describeth  the  blessedness  of  the 
man  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righteousness  with- 
out works;"  and  yet  not  David  but  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  mouth  of  David :  even  as  when  the  apostle 
saith  in  another  place,  Rom.  x.  19,  **  First,  Moses 
saith,  I  will  provoKe  you  to  jealousy  by  them  that 
are  no  people,  and  by  a  foolish  nation  I  will  anger 
you.  6ut  Isaiah  is  very  bold,  and  saith,  I  was 
found  of  them  that  sought  me  not ;  I  was  made 
manifest  imto  them  that  asked  not  after  me."  It 
18  quite  evident  that  neither  Moses  nor  Isaiah  were 
the  speakers,  but  only  the  channels  through  whom 
God  spake ;  although  the  apostle,  bent  on  another 
line  of  argument,  does  not  tliink  it  necessary  to 
say  so  :  so  with  David :  he  was  but  the  pen  of  a 
ready  writer,  and  wrote  as  the  Holy  Spirit  dictated 
to  hiim ;  and  the  Holy  Spirit  dictated  to  him  the 
real  and  true  utterances  of  Christ,  which  he  knew 
beforehand;  '^for  the  Spirit  searcheth  all  things, even 
the  deep  thingsof  God;  and  that  Christ  was  undoub- 
tedly the  speaker  (in  this  as  in  all  the  Psalms)  is  very 
manifest  from  the  context,  as  we  shall  see. — The 
Bian .  here  declared  to  be  blessed,  is  the  justified 


300     BLESSEDNESS  IS  INSEPARAfiLE  FROM  PURITY. 

man ;  that  man  who  "  being  justified  by  faith,  hath 
peace  with  God."  The  transgressions  of  all  men  are 
forgiven,  for  it  is  written,  "  When  he  had  by  him- 
self purged  our  sins,  he  sat  down  on  the  right  hand 
of  tine  majesty  on  high  :"  but  the  blessedness 
Cometh  in  believing  it,  viz  : — that  God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  t£e  world  unto  himself,  not  im- 
puting unto  men  their  trespasses.  In  believing  in 
the  forgiveness  of  sins,  we  have  peace  with  God; 
are  reconciled  to  God ;  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God :  and  thus  purity  of  life  is  produced  : 
and  so,  like  Nathanael,  the  Lord  will  testify  of  us  as 
he  did  of  him,  "  Behold  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom 
is  no  guile ;"  this  is  real  blessedness,  "  when  God 
hath  purified  our  souls  in  obeying  the  truth  through 
the  spirit ;"  for  this  end  it  was,  that  God  sent  his 
Son,  even  to  bless  us,  in  turning  us  away  from  all 
our  iniquitv.  When  will  men  understand  that  bles- 
sedness is  mseparable  from  purit}"^  I 

"  When  I  kept  silence,  my  bones  waxed  old 
through  my  roaring  aU  the  day  long." 

Until  the  day  of  his  shewing  unto  Israel  (and 
that  was  not  until  he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age) 
he  kept  silence ;  it  was  a  long  silence,  during  which, 
he  lived  as  a  private  citizen,  and  as  one  that  was 
quiet  in  the  land,  Jesus  the.  carpenter,  and  the  re- 
puted son  of  the  carpenter  Joseph :  surrounded  by 
nis  brethren  and  sisters,  the  children  who  came  out 
of  the  same  womb,  but  who  had  no  sympathy  with 
liim ;  "  for  he  was  an  alien  to  his  brethren,"  so  that 
"  when  he  wept,  and  chastened  liis  soul  with  fast- 
ing, that  was  to  liis  reproach."  Yet  he  was  not 
unsocial,  for  he  went  (at  the  stated  seasons  to  Jer- 
usalem) ^vith  the  multitude ;  "  he  went  with  them 
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to  the  houBe  of  God,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and 
praise,  with  a  multitude  that  kept  holiday.  (Psalm 
xlii.  4.)  Yet  all  this  time  he  kept  silence  ;  as  yet, 
he  had  not  come  forth  as  a  teacher  sent  from  God ; 
he  held  his  peace  even  from  good,  although  even 
now,  sometimes  the  fire  would  bmn,  and  then  did 
he  speak  with  his  tongue  ;  as  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visit  to  Jerusalem,  in  his  twelth  year,  when  he  was 
foimd  in  the  temple  among  the  scribes  and  doctors 
of  the  law,  astomshing  them  by  his  questions  and 
answers ;  and  in  reply  to  the  parental  complaint, 
"  Son,  why  hast  thou  thus  dealt  with  us,  thy  father 
and  I  have  sought  thee  sorrowing?  How  is  it  that 
ye  sought  me  ?  wist  ye  not,  that  I  must  be  about 
my  Father's  business."  But  as  a  whole,  and  for 
that  long  period  he  kept  silence,  and  was  undistin- 
guished and  unnoticed.  "A  root  out  of  a  dry 
groimd,  in  whom  was  no  form,  nor  comeliness,  and 
when  we  shall  see  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  we 
should  desire  him  ;"  to  such  as  were  his  neighbours, 
he  was  indeed  a  strange  man,  with  whom  they 
could  have  no  fellowship  ;  they  who  narrowly  no- 
ticed him,  and  watched  his  movements,  could  not 
understand  him,  nor  at  all  divine  his  feelings.  He 
appeared  to  be  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted 
with  grief;  while  they  could  see  no  cause  for  grief; 
his  mother  alone  seemed  to  comprehend  him,  while 
she  pondered  his  ways  and  doings  in  her  heart.  Naz- 
aretn  was  built  on  the  summit  of  a  hill;  there  he  dwelt 
during  all  those  years ;  and  if  crevices  or  concealed 
spots  on  that  sununit,  or  its  neighbourhood  could 
speak,  they  would  testify  to  his  "  roaring  all  the 
day  long ;"  to  "  his  prayers  and  supplications  with 
strong  crying  and  tears  unto  him  that  was  able  to 
save  him  from  death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he 
feared."     Who  can  understand  the  ferV^ency  of  his 
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Boul?  Who  is  able  to  sympathize  with  him  in  hin 
loud  cries  to  God  ?  for  the  words  "  roaring"  con- 
vey the  idea  of  the  most  profomid  earnestness ;  in 
loud  and  earnest  prayer  to  God,  and  that  not  after 
long  intervals,  but  daily,  so  that  he  became  prema- 
turely old — or  to  use  his  own  words,  his  "  bones 
waxed  old  through  his  roaring  all  the  day  long." 

• 

"  For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  up- 
on me ;  my  moisture  is  turned  into  the 
drought  of  summer." 

God  laid  on  Christ  the  iniquity  of  us  all ;  it  was 
a  continual  burden,  and  one  which  he  says  was  "too 
heavy  for  him ;"  it  lay  upon  him,  and  was  beyond 
measure  above  strength ;  he  watered  his  couch 
with  his  tears ;  his  sweat  fell  from  him,  as  it  were 
great  drops  of  blood :  until  "  the  moisture  of  his 
jbody  was  turned  into  the  drought  of  summer."  Oh, 
how  little  do  we  understand  the  sufferings  which 
he  underwent  for  ims  ?  truly  he  became  poor  and 
43orrowful,  that  we  througn  his  poverty  and  grief, 
might  become  rich  and  happy. 

"  I  acknowledged  my  sin  unto  thee  and  mine 
iniquity  have  I  not  hid :  I  said,  I  will 
confess  my  transgression  unto  the  Lord : 
and  thou  forgavest  the  iniquity  of  my 


sm. 


"  He  knew  no  sin,"  therefore  we  say,  it  is  not  he 
but  David,  who  is  the  speaker :  and  thus  is  this 
most  precious  part  of  God's  word  hastily  laid  aside 
unconsidered :  or  if  at  all  considered,  only  as  the 
utterances  of  a  man  of  like  passions  with  oiurselves : 
whereas  the  Holy  Ghost  intended  these  Psalms  to 
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be  the  true  emonent  of  his  inner  life,  "  who  is  the 
brightness  of  God's  glory,  and  the  express  image 
of  his  person."  The  distinguishing  character  of  all 
men  in  their  unchanged  state  is  selfishness :  like 
Cain,  we  all  say.  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper  ?  What 
have  I  to  do  with  my  Ibrother's  affairs  ?  Every 
man  looketh  to  his  own  things,  and  careth  very 
little  about  the  things  of  his  neighbour.  The  great 
Apostle  was  deeply  affected  because  "all  sought 
their  own,  not  the  things  of  Jesus  Christ :"  and  in 
writing  to  a  certain  church,  told  them  with  grief 
that  except  Timothy  alone,  he  had  no  man  besides 
who  would  naturally  care  for  their  state.  Now  the 
reverse  of  all  this  was  Christ :  he  identified  himself 
with  every  man  :  he  was  every  marCs  brother y  and  if 
any  were  sick,  his  clothing  was  sackcloth :  he  truly 
bore  our  sins  and  carried  our  sorrows :  he  knew 
that  he  represented  all  flesh;  and  thus  he  said, 
when  speaking  of  his  crucifixion,  "  I,  if  I  be  lifted 
up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me."  Indeed  that 
thought  mightily  supported  him  on  the  cross :  by 
faith  ne  saw  of  me  travail  of  his  soul,  and  was  satis- 
fied. It  was  not  personal  sin  against  God  which 
he  confessed ;  had  it  been  so,  he  could  never  have 
used  such  language  as  is  found  in  all  the  Psalms : 
language  which  no  man  could  use,  who  regarded 
iniquity  in  his  heart,  or  practised  iniquity  in  his 
Kfe.  The  nearest  approach  to  this  perfect  identi- 
fication of  every  man  s  sins  as  his  own,  is  in  the  con- 
fessions of  Darnel ;  and  also  in  the  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah:  these  were  genuine  intercessors;  al- 
though at  a  great  distance  from  our  great  con- 
fessor, who,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  confessed  the 
sins  of  all  flesh,  as  being  truly  his  own,  which  in  a 
sense  they  were :   he  could  not  otherwise  have 
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taken  them  away ;  as  it  is  written,  "  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.'' 

"  For  this  shall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray 
unto  thee  in  a  time  when  thou  mayest  be 
found." 

"  K  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  our- 
selves, and  the  truth  is  not  in  us ;  but  if  we  confess 
our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins, 
and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness ;"  for  this 
shall  every  one  that  is  godly  pmy  unto  him  iu  a 
time  when  he  may  be  foimd.  And  there  are  limits 
beyond  which  God  will  never  be  foimd.  Behold 
now  is  the  accepted  time ;  behold  now  is  the  day 
of  salvation  I 

"  Thou  art  my  hiding  place ;  thou  shalt  pre- 
serve me  from  trouble ;  thou  shalt  com- 
pass me  about  with  songs  of  deliverance." 

As  a  rule,  wherever  we  find  in  the  Psalms  one 
speaking  in  the  first  person,  that  person  is  Christ. 
This  then  is  his  voice  ;  God  was  his  hiding  place, 
to  whom  he  continually  resorted ;  he  was  at  his 
right  hand,  that  he  shoidd  not  be  moved ;  he  ^ake 
to  God  who  is  invisible,  and  God,  who  is  invisible 
covered  liim  'with  his  feathers, — "  Under  his  wings 
shalt  thou  trust,  his  truth  shall  be  thy  shield  and 
buckler."  He  had  just  said,  "  I  acknowledged  my 
sin  imto  the  Lord  :"  if  that  sin  had  been  personal, 
how  could  he,  almost  in  tlie  same  breath  say,  *'  thou 
shalt  compass  me  about  with  songs  of  deliverance  ?" 
any  one  who  has  known  God.  and  fallen  into  sin, 
will  understaiid,  that  they  must  come  again  to  the 
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blood  of  sprinkling,  and  so  find  peace  :  it  is  not 
until  after  a  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  that 
the  soul  resumes  its  buoyancy  and  delight  in  God, 
as  he  who  will  compass  them  about  witih  songs  of 
deliverance.  Every  true  child  of  God  will  under- 
stand how  the  course  of  true  love  between  God 
and  the  soul  does  run  smooth  and  uninterrupted 
while  there  are  "  no  breakings  out  and  breakmgs 
in ;"  but  when  these  do  occur,  and  the  conscience 
becomes  defiled,  it  is  not  all  at  once  (even  although 
the  blood  of  Christ  be  resorted  to  for  cure)  that  the 
full  sunshine  of  God's  love  will  irradiate  the  soul ; 
"  after  two  days  he  will  revive  us,  in  the  third  he 
will  raise  us  up,  and  we  shall  live  in  his  sight." 
Now,  it  is  to  be  observed  in  the  Psalms,  that  the 
most  profound  acknowledgment  of  guilt  is  followed 
always  in  the  same  Psalm  by  language  expressive 
of  the  most  entire  confidence,  and  of  the  most 
glowing  affection,  which  is  itself  perfect  proof,  that 
the  sins  confessed  were  ours  and  not  his  own ;  and 
that  consequently  there  could  no  cloud  intervBne 
to  separate  between  him  and  his  God. 

• 
"  I  will  instruct  thee  and  teach  thee  in  the  way 
that  thou  shalt  go :  I  will  guide  thee  with 
mine  eye.*' 

True,  that  although  as  a  rule,  Christ  is  uniformly 
the  speaker  throu^out  all  the  Psalms,  yet  the 
Father  does  sometimes  speak ;  as  for  instance  in  the 
ftid  Psahu,  "  Yet  have  1  set  my  King  upon  my 
holy  hill  of  Zion."  So  here  he  speaks  to  the  Son  : 
and  not  to  him  only,  but  to  as  many  as  truly  desire 
God  to  be  their  teacher.  "  I  will  instruct  thee,  and 
teach  thee  in  the  way  that  thou  shalt  go :  I  will 
guide  thee  with  mine  eye." 
20 
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"  Be  ye  not  as  the  horse,  or  as  the  mule,  which 
have  no  understanding :  whose  mouth 
must  be  held  in  with  bit  and  bridle,  lest 
they  come  near  unto  thee." 

God  will  not  instruct  brutish  men  :  they  are 
rendered  unfit  to  receive  instruction :  every  day  a 
man  lives  without  God,  a  hardening  process  is  go- 
ing on,  which  is  rendering  him  less  and  less  fitted 
for  divine  instruction :  he  is  becoming  brutish.  "  A 
brutish  man  knoweth  not,  neither  doth  a  fool  under- 
stand this."  So  destniction  cometh  upon  them 
suddenly ;  they  are  brought  into  desolation  as  in  a 
moment,  and  are  utterly  consumed  with  terrors. 

"  Many  sorrows  shall  be  to  the  wicked." 

Many  sorrows  await  them ;  sorrows  without  in- 
termission, and  without  end. 

"  But  he  that  trust^th  in  the  Lord,  mercy  shall 
compass  him  about." 

They  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  like  to 
moimt  Zion,  which  at  no  time  can  be  removed,  but 
abideth  for  ever.  God's  mercies  they  will  ever 
sing,  for  his  mercies  will  compass  them  about  for 
ever. 

**  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice,  ye  righte- 
ous: and  shout  for  joy,  all  ye  that  are 
upright  in  heart." 

The  truly  righteous  have  no  dependance  on  their 
own  righteousness,  but  have  laid  holdoftherighteous- 
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Tiesfl  which  is  by  faith ;  they  believe  that  Christ 
was  made  sin  for  them,  and  they  the  righteousness 
of  God  in  him  ;  "  their  righteousness  is  of  me,  saith 
the  Lord."  Let  such  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  re- 
joice ;  let  them  shout  for  joy,  because  he  defendeth 
them ;  "  for  light  is  sowii  for  the  righteous,  and  glad- 
ness for  the  upright  in  heart" 


PSALM    XXXIII. 

1.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  0  ye  righteous ;  for  praise 
is  comely  for  the  upright. 

2.  Praise  the  Lord  with  harp :  sing  unto  him 
with  the  psaltery  and  an  instrument  often  strings. 

3.  Sing  unto  nim  a  new  song ;  play  skilfully  with 
a  loud  noise. 

4.  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  right ;  and  all  his 
works  are  done  in  tnith. 

5.  He  loveth  righteousness  and  judgment :  the 
earth  is  fuU  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord. 

6.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens 
made ;  and  all  the  host  of  them  by  the  breath  of 
his  mouth. 

7.  He  gathereth  the  waters  of  the  sea  together 
as  an  heap  :  he  layeth  up  the  depth  in  storehouses. 

8  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord :  let  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  world  stand  in  awe  of  him : 

9  For  he  spake,  and  it  was  done ;  he  comman- 
ded, and  it  stood  fast. 

10.  The  Lord  bringeth  the  counsel  of  the  hea- 
then to  nought:  he  maketh  the  devices  of  the 
people  of  none  effect. 

11.  The  counsel  of  the  Lord  standeth  for  ever, 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations. 

12.  Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord ; 
and  the  people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for  his  own 
inheritance. 

13.  The  Lord  looketh  from  heaven ;  he  behold- 
eth  all  the  sons  of  men. 
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14.  From  the  place  of  his  habitation  he  looketh 
upou  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

15.  He  fashioneth  their  hearts  aKke ;  he  consi- 
dereth  all  their  works. 

16.  There  is  no  king  saved  by  the  multitude  of 
an  host :  a  mighty  man  is  not  delivered  by  much 
strength. 

17.  An  horse  is  a  vain  thing  for  safety:  neither 
shall  he  deliver  any  by  his  great  strength. 

18.  Behold,  tfce  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them 
that  fear  liim,  upon  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy ; 

19.  To  deliver  their  soul  from  death,  and  to  keep 
them  alive  in  famine. 

20.  Our  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord :  he  is  our  help 
and  our  shield. 

21.  For  our  heart  shall  rejoice  in  him ;  because 
we  have  trusted  in  his  holy  name. 

22.  Let  thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  be  upon  us,  according 
as  we  hope  in  thee. 

**  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  0  ye  righteous ;  for 
praise  is  comely  for  the  upright." 

In  him  all  angels  rejoice;  he  is  their  continual 
glory,  and  their  joy ;  because  they  discern  in  him 
supreme  excellence  ;  of  which  they  have  unceasing 
manifestations.  In  heaven  he  is  and  ever  will  be 
the  great  object  of  all  adoration  and  praise ;  and 
here  also  as  we  increase  in  our  knowledge  of  him, 
does  our  joy  abound ;  and  it  is  a  solid  joy :  "  Re- 
joice in  the  Lord  always,  and  again  I  say  rejoice." 
Rejoice  in  him  slH  your  Saviour,  and  Redeemer,  the 
mighty  one  of  Israel. 

**  Praise  the  Lord  with  har[> ;  sing  unto  him 
with  the  psjiltery,  and  an  instrument  often 
strings." 
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"  Sing  unto  him  a  new  song ;  play  skilfully 
with  a  loud  noise." 

Praise  the  Lord  with  any  and  every  kind  of  in- 
strument which  will  give  harmonious  soimds;  praise 
him  with  the  harp,  with  the  organ,  with  the  har- 
monium, with  the  violin,  flute,  and  all  kinds  of 
music;  praise  him  in  your  families,  and  in  your 
solemn  assemblies ;  for  praise  is  comely,  and  God 
will  graciously  accept  of  praises  spending  to  him 
from  pure  hearts,  with  melodious  voices,  the  sweet 
soimos  of  instruments  harmonizing  therewith. 

"  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  right ;  and  all 
his  works  are  done  in  truth." 

Why  is  God  thus  to  be  praised  ? — ^because  his 
word  IS  right ;  because  every  word  that  proceedeth 
from  his  mouth  is  riffht :  because  he  is  a  righteous 
God,  and  loveth  righteousness,  **  and  all  his  works 
are  done  in  truth." 

"  He  loveth  righteousness  and  judgment." 

Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his 
throne :  they  nave  their  eternal  abode  there,  for 
God  is  without  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning ; 
all  his  ways  are  equal,  and  all  his  works  are  done 
in  truth ;  he  is  the  righteous  God,  and  his  counte- 
nance beholdeth  the  upright.  This  is  God's  un- 
changing character,  and  disposition  :  the  basis  and 
bulwark  of  his  everlasting  government,  as  .it  is 
^vritten,  "  a  sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre 
of  thy  kingdom." 

"  The  earth  is  full   of  the   goodness   of  the 
Lord." 
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"  He  coveretli  the  heavens  with  clouds ;  he  pre- 
pareth  rain  for  the  earth  ;  he  maketh  grass  to  grow 
upon  the  mountains;  he  giveth  to  the  beast  his 
food,  and  to  the  young  ravens  who  ciy.  He  giveth 
snow  like  wool,  ne  scattereth  the  hoar  frost  like 
ashes,  he  casteth  forth  his  ice  like  morsels,  who  can 
stand  before  his  cold  I  He  sendeth  out  his  word 
and  melteth  them,  he  causeth  liis  wind  to  blow,  and 
the  waters  flow."  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and 
his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works."  "  The  eyes 
of  all  wait  upon  him,  and  he  giveth  them  their  meat 
in  due  season :  for  he  openeth  his  hand,  and  satis- 
fieth  the  desire  of  every Eviiig  thing:"  "he  crowneth 
the  year  with  his  goodness,  and  his  paths  drop  fat- 
ness ;  they  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilder- 
ness, and  the  Uttle  iiills  rejoice  on  every  side."  He 
beautifieth  the  earth  with  variegated  colours :  our 
gardens  are  adorned  with  fragrance  and  beauty, 
while  the  air  resounds  with  the  sweet  cadences  of 
feathered  songsters.  'The  eai-th  is  full  of  his  riches 
and  abundantly  proclaims  his  goodness. 

"  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens 
made :  and  all  the  host  of  them  by  the 
breath  of  his  mouth." 

"God  said.  Let  there  bo  liglit, and  there  was  light." 
"He  Epake  and  it  was  done,  he  commanded  and  it 
stood  fast."  "  Whatsoever  the  Lord  pleased,  that  did 
he  in  the  heaven,  and  in  the  earth,  and  in  all  deep 

[)laces."  "  The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it,  and  his 
lands  prepared  the  dry  land."  God  is  the  creator  ; 
he  made  all  things  out  of  nothing.  In  this  he  is 
distinguished,  high  above  all  others :  with  us,  no- 
thing can  come  out  of  nothing,  there  must  be  the 
material,  other\\dse  the  building  is  impossible  ;  but 


312    WHO  SHALL  NOT  FEAR  THSE  O  LORD, 

the  Almighty  by  his  fiat  brings  the  material  into 
existence,  and  forms  it  into  shape  by  the  breath  of 
his  mouth,  and  as  it  pleaseth  him.  '*  The  Lord  bj 
wisdom  hath  founded  the  earth,  by  miderstanding 
hath  he  established  the  heavens.  By  his  know- 
ledge the  depths  are  broken  up,  and  the  clouds 
drop  down  dew.'^  Oh,  there  does  exist  an  august 
Being,  high  above  all  created  intelligences,  whose 
understanding  and  power  are  alike  infinite.  Who 
shall  not  fear  thee,  0  Lord,  and  bow  down  before 
thee,  with  profound  reverence  I  Thou  only  art  glo- 
rious in  hoUness,  fearful  in  praises,  doing  wondeis. 

"  H©  gathereth  the  waters  of  the  sea  together 
as  an  heap ;  he  layeth  up  the  depth  in 
storehouses.'* 

Who  is  so  great  a  God  as  our  God,  who  ruleth 
the  raging  of  the  sea,  and  ptilleth  the  waves  there- 
of when  tnoy  arise  I  "At  one  time  he  commaiideth 
and  raiseth  the  stormy  wind,  which  lifteth  up  the 
waves  thereof ;  they  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  they 
go  down  again  to  the  depths ;  again  he  makem 
the  storm  a  calm,  bo  that  the  waves  thereof  are 
still."  "  It  is  he  who  shut  up  the  sea  with  doors,  when 
it  brake  forth  as  if  it  had  issued  out  of  the  womb ;  he 
made  the  cloud  the  garment  thereof,  and  thick 
darkness  a  swaddling  band  for  it ;  and  brake  up 
for  it  his  decreed  place,  and  set  bars  and  doors,  and 
said,  Hitherto  shaft  thou  come,  but  no  fmiiher :  and 
here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  His  almighty 
power  appears  in  making  a  passage  for  Israel  on 
dry  land  through  the  midst  of  the  sea,  so  that  the 
waters  were  a  wjall  unto  them  on  their  right  hand, 
and  on  their  left."  "jWith  the  blast  of  his  nostrils  the 
waters  were  gathered  together,  the  floods  stood 
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ppright  as  an  heap,  and  the  depths  were  congealed 
in  the  heart  of  tne  sea.  Then*  enemies  pursued 
them,  even  into  the  midst  of  the  sea,  but  God  over- 
threw them,  he  caused  the  wind  to  blow,  the  sea 
covered  them,  and  they  sank  as  lead  in  the  mighty 
waters.** 

"  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord ;  let  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  world  stand  in  awe  of 
him." 

"  Fear  ye  not  me,  saith  the  Lord  t  Will  ye  not 
tremble  at  my  presence,  who  have  set  the  sand  for 
the  bounds  of  the  sea,  by  a  perpetual  decree,  that 
it  cannot  pass  it  ?  and  though  the  waves  thereof 
toss  themselves,  yet  can  they  not  prevail,  though 
they  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pass  over  it."  "  But 
this  people  hath  a  revolting  and  rebeUious  heart : 
they  are  revolted  and  gone."  They  will  not  fear 
the  Lord,  nor  stand  in  awe  of  him ;  until  they  feel 
the  weight  of  his  terrible  indignation,  when  the 
day  of  their  visitation  cometh :  then  indeed  they 
wiU  fear  and  tremble ;  but  it  will  be  too  late.  Now 
is  the  time  for  all  the  earth  to  fear  the  Lord ;  for 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  to  stand  in  awe  of 
him.  "  Oh,  that  men  were  wise ;  that  they  knew 
this  I  that  they  would  consider  their  latter  end." 
"  Sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts  liimself,  and  let  him  be 
your  fear,  and  let  him  be  yoiu*  dread ;"  "  he  who  can 
kill  the  body,  and  afterwards  cast  both  body  and 
soul  into  heU.  Yea,  I  say  unto  you,  fear  him." 
There  is  a  time  approaching,  when  God  will  make 
the  nations  feel  tne  full  weight  of  his  displeasure* 
"  The  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  shaU  go  forth  in  fury,, 
even  a  grievous  whirlwind :  it  shall  fall  grievously 
upon  the  head  of  the  wicked.     The  anger  of  the 
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Lord  shall  not  return  until  he  have  executed,  until 
he  have  performed  the  thoughts  of  his  heart."  "  The 
whole  earth  shall  be  devoured  with  the  fire  of  his 
jealousy ;"  then  such  as  survive  (and  they  shall  be 
few)  shall  fear  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  ma- 

I'esty,  and  shall  say,  "  ^Vho  shall  not  fear  thee,  O 
jord,  and  glorify  thy  name,  for  thou  only  art  holy ; 
for  all  nations  shaU  come  and  worship  before  thee, 
for  thy  judgments  are  made  manifest." 

"  He  spake  and  it  was  done  :  he  commanded, 
and  it  stood  fast." 

God  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  and  to  be  had  in 
reverence  by  all  that  dwell  in  heaven,  and  by  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  because  he  is  the  Al- 
mighty. When  he  looketh  upon  the  earth,  it  trem- 
bloth,  when  he  toucheth  the  hills  they  smoke ;  when 
he  utteretli  his  voice,  there  is  a  multitude  of  waters 
in  the  heavens,  and  he  causeth  the  vapoiu^  to  as- 
cend from  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  he  maketh  Ught- 
niugs  A\Tith  rain,  and  bringeth  forth  the  wind  out  of 
his  troasm-es.  Who  in  heaven  can  be  compared 
unto  the  Lord?  Who  among  the  sons  of  the 
mighty  can  be  likened  unto  hm,  at  whose  word 
the  whole  universe  came  into  being?  and  whouphold- 
(^th  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power  ?  he  alone 
speaks  the  word,  and  it  is  done  :  he  commands  and 
all  stand  fast :  '*  0  worship  the  Lord,  in  the  beauty 
of  holiness ;  fear  before  nim  all  the  earth !"  To 
create  is  to  make  out  of  nothing  ;  God  only  can  do 
this ;  he  thus  made  the  materials  of  which  the 
world  is  composed  by  the  volition  of  liis  will  ex- 
pressed through  Christ;  thus  God  said,**  Let  there  be 
light,  and  there  was  light/'  In  the  same^  manner 
was  the  whole  framework  of  the  universe  brought 
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into  existence,  and  into  the  form  and  order  in 
which  it  now  exists.  He  is  able  to  do  whatever  is 
his  pleasure,  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Is  it  not  reasonable 
that  tlris  great  and  glorious  Being  should  be  our 
iear  I  and  that  he  should  be  our  dread  ? 


<( 


The  Lord  bringeth  the  coimsel  of  the  hea- 
then to  nought ;  he  maketh  the  devices  of 
the  people  of  none  effect.'* 


"  Thus,  when  Syria  Ephraim  and  the  son  of  Re- 
maliah  took  evil  counsel  against  Judah,  saying.  Let 
us  go  up  against  Judah,  and  vex  it,  and  let  us 
make  a  breach  therein  for  us,  and  set  a  king  in  the 
midst  of  it,  even  the  son  of  Tabeal:  thus  saith  tho 
Lord  God,  it  shall  not  stand ;  neither  shall  it  come 
to  pass."  So  in  the  days  when  Antichrist  and  hi& 
armies  shall  be  assembled,  in  the  great  vale  of  Es*- 
draelon,  and  shall  take  coimsel  together  against  the 
Lord,  and  against  his  anointed,  saying,  "  Let  us 
break  their  bands  asimder,  let  us  cast  away  their 
cords  from  us ;"  then  will  the  Lord  "  bring  their 
counsel  to  nought,  and  make  their  devices  of  none 
effect ;"  "  for  he  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall 
laugh ;  the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision  ;  then 
shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them 
in  his  sore  diepleasure  ;"  at  that  day  it  shall  be  said 
unto  them,  "  Associate  vourselves,  0  ye  people,  and 
ye  shall  be  broken  in  pieces ;  and  give  ear  all  ye  of 
far  countries;  gird  yourselves,  and  ye  shall  be 
broken  in  pieces,  gird  yourselves,  and  ye  shall  be 
broken  in  pieces.  Take  comisel  together,  and  it 
shall  come  to  nought ;  speak  the  word  and  it  shall 
not  stand,  for  God  is  with  us.'*  (Isaiah  viii.  9.) 
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"  The  coiiDfiel  of  the  Lord  standeth  for  ever, 
and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  gene- 
rations.*' 

Known  nnto  God  are  all  his  works,  from  the  be* 

g'ning  of  the  world.  His  counsels  of  old  are  fedth- 
Iness  aud  truth,  declaring  the  end  from  the  be- 
gining,  and  from  ancient  tunes  the  things  that  are 
not  yet  done :  saying,  "  My  counsel  shall  stand,  and 
1  will  do  all  my  pleasure.  Calling  a  ravenous  bird 
from  the  east,  the  man  that  executeth  my  coun- 
sel from  a  far  country.  Yea,  I  have  spoken  it,  I 
will  ako  biing  it  to  pass,  I  have  piuposed  it,  I  will 
also  do  it."  Conccniing  the  purpose  of  the  Lord 
reBpocting  Antichrist,  it  is  further  said  in  Isaiah 
xiv.  24,  "  The  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sworn,  saying, 
Siu-ely  as  I  have  thought^  so  shall  it  come  to  pass, 
and  as  I  have  purposed  so  it  shall  stand ;  that  I 
wdll  break  the  AssAiian  in  my  land,  and  upon  my 
mountains  tread  him  under  foot:  then  siiall  his 
yoke  depart  from  ofl'  (Israel)  and  liis  burden  depart 
from  off  their  shoulders."  **  This  is  the  purpose  that 
is  puri)08ed  upon  the  whole  earth,  and  this  is  the 
hand  that  is  Btret<j!hed  out  upon  all  nations.  For 
the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  purposed,  and  who  shall 
disamiul  it  ?  and  his  hand  is  stretched  out,  and  who 
shall  turn  it  back  V" 

God  is  witliout  variableness,  or  shadow  of  turn- 
ing, therefore  his  counsel  shaU  stand  for  ever :  he 
can  receive  no  additions  to  his  knowledge,  so  as 
to  produce  any  change  in  his  mind :  therefore  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  will  continue  mialtered  and 
unalterable  unto  all  generations. 

**  Blessed  iw  the  nation  whose  God  is  tlie  Lord : 
and  the  people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for 
his  own  inheritance." 


W*' 
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Since  the  begiiming  of  the  world,  there  is  only 
one  nation  whom  God  hath  chosen  as  a  nation — 
even  Israel — but  Israel  did  not  know,  his  people 
did  not  consider ;  therefore,  after  long  forbearance 
he  cast  them  off,  and  scattered  them  among  the 
nations :  but  not  for  ever.  In  a  little  while  they 
shall  be  gathered,  and  again  become  the  nation 
whose  God  is  the  Lord  ;  the  people  whom  he  will 
choose  for  his  own  inheritance  ;  an  holy  nation, 
among  whom  he  ^will  dwell  for  ever,  and  his  holy 
name  they  will  no  more  defile,  but  shall  serve  him 
in  truth  and  in  righteousness. 

"  The  Lord  looketh  from  heaven  :  he  beholdeth 

all  the  sons  of  men." 
"From  the  place  of  his  habitation  he  looketh 

upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth." 
"  He  fashioneth  their  hearts  alike :   he    con- 

sidereth  all  their  works." 

The  unbelieving  heart  saith,  God  doth  not  see, 
neither  doth  the  Almighty  regard ;  but  the  believ- 
ing heart  saith,  God  is,  and  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him.  The  fool  saith  in  his 
heart  There  is  no  God ;  but  the  eye  of  enlightened 
reason  saith,  "  He  that  formed  the  eye  shall  he  not 
see,  he  that  planted  the  ear  shall  he  not  hear ;  He 
that  teacheth  man  knowledge  shall  not  he  know  t" 
But  whether  men  believe  in  a  present  God,  or  do  not 
so  believe,  it  does  not  alter  the  fact,  that  all  things 
are  naked  and  open  to  him :  that  darkness  forms  no 
concealment  from  him,  to  whom  the  night  shineth 
as  the  day.  With  him  the  darkness  and  the  light 
are  both  alike  :  he  looketh  from  heaven,  from  the 
place  of  his  habitation ,  where  he  hath  prepared 
his  throne ;  and  from  thence  surveyeth^  with  one 
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continued  glance,  all  the  sons  of  men  ;  all  the  inha-- 
bitants  of  the  earth ;  not  as  objects  at  a  distance, 
but  BO  near,  that  no  word  nor  action  escapes  hit 
attention : — "  he  hearkens  and  hears  when  they 
speak  not  aright ;"  and  will  "  bring  evenr  work  into 
judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good,  or  whether  it  be  evil :"  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
are  upon  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  are  open  to 
their  prayers,  but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  against 
them  that  do  evil,  to  cut  oflF  the  remembrance  of 
them  from  the  earth." 

"  There  is  no  king  saved  by  the  multitude  of 
an  host :  a  mighty  man  is  not  delivered 
by  much  strength." 

"  The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to 
the  strong ;  but  God  giveth  the  \actory  as  it  plea- 
eeth  him :"  he  can  make  one  man  chase  a  thousand, 
and  two  put  ten  thousand  to  flight.  By  a  people 
unaccustomed  to  war  he  overthrew  Sihon,  kmg  of 
the  Amorites,  and  Og,  the  king  of  Bashan  ;  and  all 
the  kingdoms  of  Canaan.  By  Israel  he  put  to  flight 
the  armies  of  the  aliens;  and  if  his  people  had 
hearkened  to  his  counsel,  and  Israel  had  walked  in 
his  ways,  he  would  soon  have  subdued  their  en- 
emies and  turned  his  hand  against  their  adversaries, 
but  because  they  would  not  hearken  to  his  counsel, 
nor  walk  in  his  ways,  he  scattered  them  as  with  an 
east  wind  before  the  enemv ;  "  he  shewed  them  the 
back,  and  not  the  face,  in  the  day  of  their  calamity." 

"  An  horse  is  a  vain  thing  for  safety ;  neither 
shall  he  deliver  any  by  his  great  strength." 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
in  returning  and  rest  shall  ye  be  saved;"  in  quiet- 
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ness  and  confidence  shall  be  your  strength  ;  and  ye 
would  not.  But  ye  said  no  ;  for  we  will  flee  upon 
horses ;  therefore  shall  ye  flee  ;  and  we  will  ride 
upon  the  swift ;  therefore  shall  they  that  pursue  you 
be  swift ;  one  thousand  shall  flee  at  the  rebuke  of 
one — at  the  rebuke  of  five  shall  ye  flee,  till  ye  be 
left  as  a  beacon  upon  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and 
as  an  ensign  upon  an  hiU. 

"Behold  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them 
that  fear  him,  upon  them  that  hope  in  his 
mercy." 

"  To  deliver  their  soul  from  death,  and  to  keep 
them  alive  in  famine." 

The  true  fear  of  God  is  a  filial,  not  a  slaviflh  fear ; 
it  is  the  fear  of  a  child  who  reverences  his  father's 
authority,  and  would  not  willingly  displease  him. 
In  this  fear  is  strong  confidence ;  a  fear  which 
springs  from  the  knowledge  of  God ;  which  know- 
ledge we  obtain  by  looking  into  the  glorious  mirror, 
the  face  of  Jesus  (Jhrist.  The  eye  of  the  Lord  rests 
with  complacency  on  such  as  thus  fear  him,  and 
hope  in  his  mercy;  he  delivers  their  soul  from 
death,  from  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness 
and  from  the  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day ; 
a  thousand  shall  fall  at  their  side,  and  ten  thousand 
at  their  right  hand,  but  it  shall  not  come  nigh  them; 
in  the  days  of  famine  they  shall  be  satisfied  with 
bread ;  like  as  was  EUiah,  and  Elisha,  and  Jeremiah 
and  all  the  servants  of  God  in  every  age. 

"  Our  soul  waiteih  for  the  Lord ;  he  is  our  help 

and  shield." 
**  For  our  heart  shall  rejoice  in  him,  because  we 

have  trusted  in  bis  holy  name." 


■>:>&  S  XAXE  E  LajTL 


-  Let  tt  J  n*Tcv.  O  LcsFd.  be  upxi  ihl  accovd- 

izLz  &$  we  L:>f«  in  thee.* 

Fretqri^nth'  in  th«r  PiKihos  onr  hord  spc«keth  in 
LL>  own  zjs^Tz.'^t  azi'i  hx:«  a^in&F'  combiDcd ;  as  in  the 
afc»'jTe  versies-  It  L? "  I  and  the  children  which  God 
hath  eiven  m^e^."  who  wait  np>n  the  Lewd,  who  is 
our  hfrip  and  s-fci'eM.  The  [heait  rejoices  in  hinu 
when  it  tTTLSte  in  hi*  h«>hr  name ;  God's  name  is 
love.    Hu»  is  His  memorial  to  all  eenerations. 


PSALM    X  X  X  T  V. 

1.  will  bless  the  Lord  at  all  times :  his  praise 
^shall  continually  be  in  my  mouth* 

2.  My  soul  snail  make  her  boast  in  the  Lord :  the 
humble  shall  hear  thereof,  and  be  glad. 

3.  0  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt 
his  name  together. 

4.  I  sought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me,  and  de- 
Kvered  me  from  all  my  fears. 

5.  They  looked  imto  him,  and  were  lightened ; 
and  their  faces  were  not  ashamed. 

6.  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him, 
and  saved  nim  out  of  all  his  troubles. 

7.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round 
about  those  that  fear  him,  and  delivereth  them. 

8.  0  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good  :  bless- 
ed is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  him. 

9.  O  fear  the  Lord,  ye  his  saints  :  for  there  is  no 
want  to  them  that  fear  him. 

10.  The  young  Hons  do  lack,  and  suflFer  hunger  : 
but  they  that  seek  the  Lord  shall  not  want  any 
good  tmng. 

11.  Come,  ye  children,  hearken  unto  me ;  I  will 
teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

12.  What  man  is  he  that  desireth  life,  and  loveth 
many  days,  that  he  may  see  good  I 

13.  Keep  thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips  from 
speaking  guile. 

21 
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14.  ihrjt^r.  fr.^  ttL  iiii   i.  jr:*ttas 

//r^-  *;,ri  >.i!  *^r>  *rr:   -.C«%!L  133.:   ibrCT  CTT. 

#r.-iL  Vy  'r^  vf  iL*:  ni:^£c:tL?%;:>::^  •:«  G>=ab  fr.t  !» 

17.  T:.*: 'H^it^jCTi?  rrrr.  ar.-i  &e  L/Tcd  btareCL 

!>?,  Tfce  I>>rd  ii  ni;Hi  thao  tl^rni  di*:  are  rf  a 
brok'rn  hf^sirt ;  and  feaveth  Hieh  a£  W  v-f  a  c^-cixziie 

](^.  Mai.T  are  the  afflictions  of  the  ligjiteoos :  Int 

the  LoT'l  d':iiver''th  hhii  ont  of  them  aS. 

20.  He  keef^rth  all  JiLs  l-»nes :  not  one  c«f  them  » 
Jyrokerj. 

21  Evil  ^hall  ftlav  the  wicked;  and  thev  that 
F»af/r  the  riirJiteouK  fihall  be  d€«c«late. 

22.  The  Lord  redeerneth  the  soul  of  his  servants: 
and  noue  of  them  tliat  trust  in  him  shaD  be  deso- 
late. 


"  I  will  l;U'ft8  the  Lord  at  all  times :  his  praise 
Hhall  U.-  continually  in  my  mouth.'" 


Mere  wan  a  fixed  purpose,  a  determination  to 
bl'^HH  tlie  Lord  at  all  times :  as  he  saith  in  another 
I'wihij,  **  F^'ery  day  will  I  bless  thee;  and  w-ill  praise 
thy  name  for  avar  and  ever."  That  the  praise  of 
(irxj  was  r.(>iitinually  in  his  mouth  his  life  shews; 
all  his  encrgieH  wore  devoted  to  this  end ;  and  he 
eoiild  Hiiy  at  the  close,  "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
earl.lj ;"  he  spake  not  of  himself,  but  of  him  that 
HtMit  him  ;  his  every  word  and  action  e"\nncedthat 
the  honour  and  praise  of  God  was  the  ruling  desire 


> 


•LET  US  EXALT  HTS  XAME  TOGETHER.         323 

«€>f  liifl  soul ;  thus  he  said  to  the  unbeKeving  Jews, 
"  I  honour  my  Father,  and  ye  do  dishonour  me." 

"  My  soul  shall  make  her  boast  of  the  Lord ; 
the  humble  diaH  hear  thereof  and  be 
glad." 

The  testimony  that  he  bore  of  God  was  this,  that 
'*  God  is  Ught,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all  ;** 
in  this  he  gloried,  and  the  humble  ones,  the  poor 
in  spirit,  heard  his  testimony,  and  were  glad. 
They  rejoiced  to  learn  that  this  was  the  character 
of  their  God,  and  in  their  hearts  became  reconciled 
.to  him. 

"  0  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  let  us  exalt  his 
name  together." 

It  seems  strange  that  he  who  was  himself  God, 
should  thus  speak  of  God ;  but  it  must  be  ever 
borne  in  mind,  that  Christ  has  two  natures,  and  that 
as  man  he  is  the  highest  worshipper,  the  leader  of 
all  worship,  and  .wall  continue  to  be  so  for  ever ;  for 
so  it  is  written,  "thou  art  a  priest  for  ever,  after 
the  order  of  Melchizedek ;"  thus  he  says,  "  0  ye 
children,  hearken  to  me,  I  will  teach  you  the  fear 
of  the  Lord."  As  the  Father  knoweth  the  Son,  so 
the  Son  knoweth  the  Father ;  he  knoweth  that "  his 
•commandment  is  life  everlasting,"  therefore  he 
saith,  "  0  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  let  us  exalt 
Mb  name  together." 

'*  I  sought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me,  and  de- 
vtivered  me  from  aQ  my  fears." 
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"  Come  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  tell  you 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  soul,"  "  I  sought  him,  and 
he  heard  and  delivered  me  from  all  my  fears ;"  and 
why  are  we  informed  of  this  ?  just  that  we,  like  him 
may  seek  the  Lord,  and  so  will  he  deliver  us  also  from 
all  our  fears. 


« 


They  looked  to   him  and  were  lightened; 
and  their  faces  were  not  ashamecL'* 


When  we  remember  that  God  is  love,  and  be- 
cause he  is  love  hath  blotted  out  our  sins  in  the 
blood  of  his  Son,  then  we  are  lightened,  our  inward 
eyes  are  anointed  with  eye  salve,  and  we  see ;  and 
**  are  able  to  behold  afar  oflF,"  even  to  glorj^  honoin:, 
and  immortality ;  and  this  gives  boldness ;  then  oiur 
faces  are  not  ashamed ;  we  can  name  his  name  be- 
fore men. 

*'  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard, 
ana  saved  him  out  of  all  his  troubles." 


This  poor  man  was  Christ ;  he  caUs  himself  "  a 
worm  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of  men  and  despised 
of  the  people  f  he  was  uideed  despised,  and  reject- 
ed of  men,  a  poor  man  who  had  no  home  of  his  own, 
l)ut  was  indebted  to  strangers  for  every  night's 
lodging;  except  when  "he  made  his  lodging  on 
tlie  cold  ground,"  which  he  not  unfrequently  did ;  he 
was  a  houseless,  homeless  wanderer ;  "  the  foxes 
had  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nests,  but 
the  Son  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head." 
When  he  travelled,  he  travelled  on  foot^  and  when 
wearied,  sat  down,  and  when  thirsty,  solicited  a 
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drink  of  the  passing  stranger ;  he  was  poor  and 
needy,  and  of  necessity  so,  for  it  was  only  thus 
that  he  could  make  us  rich  ;  to  obtain  this  he  count- 
ed no  sacrifices  t^o  great ;  happy  are  they  who 
believe  in  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "  who, 
though  he  was  rich,  for  our  sakes  became  poor,  that 
we  through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich." 

"  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round 
about  them  that  fear  him,  and  delivereth 
them.'' 

Jesus,  speaking  of  little  children  who  believe  on 
him,  says,  "  their  angels  do  always  behold  the  face 
of  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven ;"  so  then  young 
disciples  of  Jesus  have  their  guardian  angels ;  and 
this  accords  with  the  declaration  of  the  Apostle, 
"  Are  they  not  aU  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to 
minister  to  those  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation  ?" 
They  are  our  invisible  companions.  We  may  not 
epeak  to  them,  because  tiiey  may  not  be  present, 
for  they  come  and  go ;  being  sent  forth,  they  run 
and  return  like  a  flash  of  h'ghtiiing ;  but  we  may  al- 
ways speak  with  the  Lord  of  angels  because  he  is 
never  absent,  for  he  saith,  **  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world"  (or  age)  ;  for 
at  the  end  of  the  age  he  will  be  visible  to  our  eyes, 
and  we  shall  live  in  his  presence  for  ever  :  but  now 
He,  "the  Angel  Jehovah,  encampeth  round  about 
them  that  fear  him,  and  delivereth  them." 


"  0  Taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good ;  bles- 
sed is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  liim." 

I  had  fainted  imless  I  had  believed  to  see  the 
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goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  Kvinff." 
When  we  beKeve  in  the  manifold  evidences  of  tne 
goodness  of  the  Lord,  then  we  taste  ;  faith  is  to  the 
soul,  as  the  taste  to  the  palate.  When  the  inward 
eye  begins  to  discern  the  excellence  of  God,  then 
we  '^  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good ;"  thus, 
apart  from  a  future  reward,  there  is  a  present 
blessedness  in  trusting  in  him.  The  man  who  leans 
on  God,  leans,  not  "  on  a  spear,'  on  which  peace 
bleeds  and  hope  expires,"  but  on  an  arm  that  can 
and  will  support  him  in  every  possible  exigency, 
even  at  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. 


"  O  fear  the  Lord,  ye  his  saints ;  for  there  is 
no  want  to  them  that  fear  him." 

"  The  young  lions  do  lack,  and  suffer  hunger ; 
but  they  that  seek  the  Lord  shall  not  want 
any  good  thing." 

Every  man  is  a  saint  w&o  renounces  Bis  own* 
righteousness  which  is  of  the  law,  and  puts  on  the 
righteousness  **  which  is  through  the  faitn  of  Christ; 
the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith  ;"  every 
man,  who,  looking  up  to  Christ,  says  of  him,  "  He 
is  the  Lord  my  righteousness ;"  all  saints  have  white 
robes,  and  a  man  becomes  a  saint  so  soon  as  he  is 
attired  with  it,  because  he  is  "  covered  with  a  robe 
of  righteousness;"  a  robe  without  seam,  woven  from 
the  top  throughout.  All  who  are  so  are  secure 
from  want :  "  their  place  of  defence  shall  be  the 
munition  of  rocks :  their  bread  diall  be  given  them, 
and  their  water  shall  be  sure."  God  provides  for 
lions,  "for  he  giveth  to  the  yoimg  Kons  their  food,  and 
to  the  ravens  who  crj';"  but  often  he  peimits  them  to 
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lack,  and  suffer  hunger,  but  "  they  that  seek  the 
Lord  shall  not  want  any  good  thing,"  "  for  the  Lord 
will  give  grace,  and  he  will  give  glory,  and  no  good 
thing  will  he  withhold  irotn  them  that  walk  up- 
rightly." 

"  Come,  ye  children,  hearken  unto  me  ;  I  will 
teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

It  is  the  Lord  himself  who  speaks  to  us,  "  He  is  the 
Father  of  the  everlasting  age,"  "the  first  bom  among 
many  brethren,"  and  "  as  new  bom  babes  we  are  to 
come  unto  him,  to  receive  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word,  that  we  may  grow  thereby."  To  come  unto 
him,  is  to  hearken  unto  him,  to  consider  his  words, 
to  meditate  upon  them,  and  to  hide  them  in  our 
hearts,  so  as  not  to  forget  them,  or  let  them  slip. 
We  are  to  listen  to  him,  as  the  oracle  or  mouth  of 
God ;  and  thus  we  shall  become  apt  scholars  in  the 
school  of  Christ. 

"  What  man  is  he  that  desireth  life,  and  loveth 
many  days  that  ho  may  see  good  ?" 

"  Keep  thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips  from 
speaking  guile." 

"  Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good :  seek  peace 
and  pursue  it." 

The  thing  universally  desired  is  long  life  and 
happiness :  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  the  question 
here  asked  ;  but  it  is  not  so.  The  question  has  re- 
ference to  endless  life  in  God's  presence,  **  where  is 
fulnofls  of  joy,  and  pleasures  for  evermore."  He 
who  really  desires  tl^  lift^  has  here  pointed  out  to 
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him  by  the  "  teacher  sent  from  God,"  who  speaketfe 
from  heaveii,  the  way  to  obtain  it ;  even  by  keep- 
ing the  tongue  from  evil,  and  the  lips  from  speaking 
^uile;  by  depaifiaig  from  evil,  and  doing  good; 
by  seeking  peace,  and  piDrsaing  it.  Here  are  things 
to  be  done  in  order  to  eternal  life :  and  the  last 
named  injunction  is  the  first  in  order,  and  opens  up- 
the  way  to  the  rest.  "Seek  peace;"  "acquaint 
thyself  with  God,  and  be  at  peace."  Have  peace 
with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "  whom. 
God  has  made  sin  for  us,  that  we  might  become 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."  Believing  this,  is 
to  seeK  peace  and  possess  it ;  to  pursue  it  is  to  hold 
it  fast ;  to  keep  the  truth  before  our  minds,  so  as- 
to  always  have  a  conscience  clear,  andimaccusing; 
thus  confidence  in  God^  and  hope  of  eternal  life  ia- 
begotten  in  us ;  and  aU  the  rest  follows :  the  tongue 
refrains  from  speaking  evil,  and  the  lips  from 
guile.  This  new  man  is  begotten  by  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  which  we  have  in  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ :  and  thus  we  are  enabled  to  fulfill  the  law. 
Do  we  make  void  the  law  tlirough  faith  ?  God  for- 
bid :  yea,  we  establish  the  law ;  and  thus  the  re- 
ply of  our  Lord  to  the  young  man  applies  to  us : 
"  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life  Keep  the  command- 
ments." God  accomplishes  his  purpose  of  obe- 
dience in  us  by  a  new  method ;  for  he  cannot  de- 
part from  that  requirement  without  casting  away 
the  reins  of  government ;  thus,  the  "  end  of  the 
commandment  is  charity  (or  love)  out  of  a  pin-e 
heart,  and  of  a  good  conscience,  and  of  faith  un- 
feigned." It  is,  however,  of  the  utmost  importance 
in  order  to  the  attainment  of  this  end — ^that  God's 
own  method  be  adopted,  viz : — that  we  should  re- 
ceive eternal  life  as  the  gift  of  God,  tlurough  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     It  is  in  so  beheving  that  God 


THE  RIGHTEOUS  CRY,  AND  THE  LORD  HEARETH.   329 

effects  his  purpose  iii  our  hearts ;  for  "  every  man' 
that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  will  purify  himself  even 
as  God  is  pure  :"  but  if  we  begin  at  the  wrong  end,, 
and  endeavour  to  merit  eternal  life  by  keeping  our 
tongues  from  evil,  and  our  Hpe  from  speaking  guile, 
we  shaD  fail :  God  has  declared  it  to  be  impossible ; 
for,  '*  if  there  had  been  a  law  given  which  could  have 
given  life,  verily  righteousness  should  have  been  by 
the  law :  but  Grod  hath  concluded  all  imder  sin ; 
that  tlie  promise  (eternal  life)  might  be  given  to 
them  that  beheve."  In  order  to  keep  the  tongue 
from  e\41,  and  the  lips  from  speaking  guile,  we 
must  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ : 
for  •'  to  as  many  as  believe  on  him^  to  them  he  will 
give  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God  ;"^  and  the 
sons  of  God  are  they  who  depart  from  evil  and  do- 
good. 

"  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous- 
and  his  ears  are  open  unto  their  cry." 

"The  face  of  the  Lord  is  agjiinst  them  that  do 
evil,  to  cut  off  the  remembrance  of  them 
from  the  earth." 

**  The  righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth, 
and  delivereth  them  out  of  all  their  troub- 
les." 

"  The  Lord  is  nigh  mito  them  that  are  of  a 
broken  heart ;  and  wivoth  such  as  be  of  a 
contrite  spirit." 

God  will  cut  off  the  wncked,  and  obliterate  their- 
names  from  the  earth.  In  the  eternal  state  "  the- 
righteous  shall  be  in  everlasting  remembrance,  but 
the  memory  of  the  wicked  shall  rot."  The  good 
man  now  dicth  and  is  forgotten,  but  very  soon  he- 
shall  rise  again,  to  die  no  more ;  and  his  remem— 
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brance  wffl  be  peiyetual;  "  for  the  meek  shall  inherit 
the  earih,  and  delight  themselves  in  the  abimdance 
of  peace."  When  me  righteous  cry,  the  Lord  hears, 
and  whatevser  *iay  be  me  trouble  with  which  they 
are  oppressed,  He  will  ddiiw  them  :  "a  broken  and 
contrite  heart  God  will  not  despise."  Yea,  it  is  with 
such  a  man,  that  He  will  dwell,  as  he  saith,  "  I  dwell 
in  the  high  and  holy  place,  and  with  him  that  is  of 
a  humble  and  contrite  heart,  to  revive  the  spirit  of 
the  humble,  and  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones." 


"  Many  are  the  affictions  of  the  righteous ;  but 
the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all." 
"  He  keepeth  all  his  bones ;  not  on^  of  them  is 
broken." 

"  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation,  but  be 
of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  "  It  is 
through  much  tribulation  we  must  enter  the  king- 
dom of  God  :"  if  we  are  without  such  trials,  we  are 
not  walking  worthy  of  the  calling  to  which  we  are 
called;  "for  if  any  man  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus, 
he  shall  suffer  persecution."  Vfe  must  endure  afflic- 
tions, to  the  end  that  "  he  may  present  us  unblame- 
able  in  holiness  before  the  presence  of  his  glory, 
with  exceeding  joy."  "  He  keepeth  all  liis  bones  ;" 
thus  the  soldiers  brake  not  the  legs  of  Jesus,  that 
the  scripture  might  be  fulfilled;  "a  Done  of  him  shall 
not  be  broken." 

"Evil  shall  slay  the  wicked;  and  they  that 
hate  the  righteous  shall  be  desolate." 

"  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  soul  of  his  ser- 
vants ;  and  none  of  them  that  trust  in  him 
shall  be  desolate." 
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There  shall  be  no  peace  to  the  ^vicked ;  evil  shall 
slay  them ;  eternal  desolation  shall  be  theii-  portion, 
but  they  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  never  know 
desolation  ;  they  shall  be  surrounded  by  all  that  is 
lovely,  and  desireable,  and  glorious ;  their  "  peace^ 
shall  be  as  a  river,  and  their  righteousness  as  Iho^ 
waves  of  the  sea," 


PSALM    XXXV. 

1.  Plead  my  caiise,  0  Lord,  with  ihem  that  strive 
with  me  :  tight  against  them  that  fi^ht  against  me. 

2.  Take  hold  of  shield  and  bucUer,  and  stand 
up  for  mine  help. 

3.  Draw  out  also  the  spear,  and  stop  the  way 
against  them  that  persecute  me  :  say  imto  my  soul, 
I  am  thy  salvation. 

4.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  put  to  shame 
that  seek  after  my  soul :  let  them  be  turned  back 
and  brought  to  confusion  that  devise  my  hurt. 

5.  Let  them  be  as  chaflF  before  the  A\nnd :  and  let 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  chase  them. 

6.  Let  their  way  be  dark  and  slippery :  and  let 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  persecute  them. 

7.  For  without  cause  have  they  liid  for  me  their 
net  in  a  pit,  which  without  cause  they  have  digged 
for  my  soul. 

8.  Let  destruction  come  upon  him  at  unawares ; 
and  let  his  net  that  he  hath  hid  catch  himself:  into 
that  very  destruction  let  him  fall. 

9.  And  my  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  the  Lord :  it 
shall  rejoice  in  his  salvation. 

10.  All  my  bones  shall  say,  Lord,  who  is  like 
unto  thee,  which  deliverest  the  poor  from  him  that 
is  too  strong  for  him,  yea,  the  poor  and  the  needy 
from  him  that  spoileth  him? 

IL  False  witncRses  did  rise  up  :  they  laid  to  my 
charge  things  that  I  knew  not. 

12.  They  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  to  the  spoil- 
ing of  my  soul. 
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13.  But  as  for  me,  when  they  were  sick,  my 
clothing  was  sackcloth ;  I  himibled  my  sonl  with 
fasting;  and  my  prayer  returned  into  mine  own 
bosom; 

14.  I  behaved  myself  as  though  he  had  been  my 
friend  or  brother :  I  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one 
that  moumeth  for  his  mother. 

15.  But  in  mine  adversity  they  rejoiced,  and 
gathered  themselves  together;  yea,  the  abjecte 
gathered  themselves  together  against  me,  and  I 
knew  it  not ;  they  did  tear  me,  and  ceased  not : 

16.  With  hypocritical  mockers  in  feasts,  they 
gnashed  upon  me  with  their  teeth. 

17.  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  look  on?  rescue 
my  soul  from  their  destructions,  my  darling  from 
the  lions. 

18.  I  will  give  thee  thanks  in  the  great  congre- 
gation :  I  wfll  praise  thee  amon^  much  people. 

19.  Let  not  them  that  are  mme  enemies  wrong- 
fully rejoice  over  me ;  neither  let  them  wink  with 
the  eye  that  hate  me  without  a  cause. 

20.  For  they  speak  not  peace  ;  but  they  devise 
deceitful  matters  against  them  that  are  quiet  in  the 
land. 

21.  Yea,  they  opened  their  mouth  wide  against 
me,  and  said.  Aha,  aha  I  our  eye  hath  seen  it. 

22.  This  thou  hast  seen,  0  Lord  :  keep  not 
silence  :  be  not  far  from  me. 

23.  Stir  up  thyself,  and  awake  to  my  judgment, 
even  unto  my  cause,  my  God  and  my  Lord. 

24.  Judge  me,  0  Lord  my  God,  according  to 
thy  righteousness ;  and  let  them  not  rejoice  over 
me. 

25.  Let  them  not  say  in  their  hearts,  Ah  I  so 
would  we  have  it:  let  them  not  say.  We  have 
swallowed  him  up. 
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26.  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  brought  to  con- 
fusion togetlier  tliat  rejoice  at  mine  hurt :  let  them 
•be  clothed  with  shame  and  dishonour  that  mag- 
nify themselves  against  me. 

27.  Let  them  ahout  for  joy,  and  be  glad,  that 
fovoiu*  my  righteous  cause :  yea,  let  them  say  con- 
tinually. Let  the  Lord  be  magnified,  which  hath 
^pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of  his  servant, 

28.  And  my  tongue  shall  speak  of  thy  righteous- 
ness and  of  thy  praise  all  the  day  long. 

"  Plead  my  cause,  0  Lord,  with  ihem  that 

strive  with  me;  fight  against  tliem  that 

fight  against  me.'' 
"  Take  hold  of  shield  and  buckler,  and  stand 

up  for  my  help." 
"  Draw  out  the  spear,  and  stop  the  way  agauist 

them  that  persecute  me." 

As  the  gloiy  of  God  was  the  object  of  Clirist ;  so 
:al80  the  cause  of  Christ  was  the  cause  of  God.  God 
pleads  the  cause  of  the  widow,  how  much  more  the 
*cause  of  his  Son ;  "  he  that  toucheth  him,  toucheth 
the  apple  of  his  eye  ;"  **  his  tears  were  put  into  his 
bottle,  and  were  written  in  liia  book ;"  "he  will  beat 
down  his  foes  before  his  face,  and  plague  them  that 
hate  him :  the  enemy  shall  not  exact  upon  hina,  nor 
the  son  of  wickedness  afilict  him."  The  hairs  of  his 
head  were  all  numbered,  all  he  suffered  was  by  di- 
vine appointment,  "that  he  through  sufferings  might 
be  made  perfect,  and  thus  become  the  author  of 
"eternal  salvation  to  aU  who  obey  him." 


"  Say  unto  my  soul,  I  am  thy  salvation." 
" Jn  God  is  my  salvation  and  my  glory,  the  rock 
of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge  is  an  God."     These 
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are  the  words  of  Christ  in  Psalm  Ixii. ;  God  was  liis 
salvation :  his  desire  was  to  hear  his  gracious  voice 
whispering  to  his  soiil,  "  1  am  thy  aahratiou :"  liis 
heart  and  sonl  were  bound  up  in  God,  **  his  exceed- 
ing joy,  his  soul's  treasinre." 

"  Let  them  be  confoimded  and  put  to  fihame 
that  seek  after  my  life  :  let  them  be  torn-' 
ed  back  and  brought  to  confusion  that 
devise  my  hurt." 

"  Let  them  be  as  the  chaff  before  the  wind ; 
and  let  the  angel  of  the  Lord  chase  them." 

"  Let  their  way  be  dark  and  slippery ;  and 
let  the  angel  of  the  Lord  persecute  them/' 

Many  reject  the  Psalms  as  bein^  the  utterances 
of  Christ,  because  he  imprecates  (hvine  vengeance 
on  his  enemies ;  but  the  dealings  of  God  with  man- 
kind shew,  that  the  utmost  severity  may  be  ex- 
pected by  all  who  continue  in  their  rebellion  ;  no- 
thing said  in  the  Psalms  equals  the  terrible  Ian- 
fuage  which,  in  the  New  Testament,  he  uses  to 
escribe  the  ultimate  condition  of  all  the  workers 
of  iniquity.  There  is  a  limit  to  God's  forbearance  ; 
the  prayer  of  Christ  for  doom,  applies  to  such  as  turn 
not  witnin  the  assigned  limit ;  tnen  (if  still  unrepen- 
tant) that  "  they  may  be  confounded  and  put  to 
shame ;  turned  back  and  brought  to  confusion  ;^ 
this  is  their  ultimate  destiny  (Daniel,  xii.)  "  They 
shall  be  brought  to  shame  and  everlasting  con- 
tempt." "  They  shall  be  as  the  chaff  of  the  moun- 
tains before  the  wind,  and  as  a  rolling  thing  before 
the  whulwind  ;"  he  shall  send  forth  his  angels,  and 
they  shall  gather  together,  "  first  the  tares  and  bind 
them  in  bmidles  to  burn  Uiem." 
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"For  ](^thout  cause  have  they  hid  for  me 
■  their  net  in  a  pit,  which  without  cause  they 
iftve  digged  £01*  my  souL" 

"  But  this,  said  he,  is  come  to  pass  that  is  written 
in  their  law  ;"  "  they  hated  me  without  a  cause ;" 
he  went  about  doing  good,  "but  they  rewarded  him 
^eyfl  for  good,  and  hatred  for  his  love;**  they  daily 
Ka^  snares  for  him,  and  their  hatred  increased,  the 
longer  ho  remained  among  them.  Such  is  the  de- 
pravity of  the  human  heart  "  With  the  froward 
God  will  shew  himself  froward  •"  "  according  to 
their  deeds,  accordingly  will  he  repay  fmy  to  his 
advei-Baries,  recompence  to  his  enemies." 

"  Let  destruction  come  upon  him  at  xmawares, 
and  let  his  net  that  he  hath  hid  catch  him- 
self; into  that  veiy  destruction  let  him  fall." 

"He  that  beiiiff  often  reproved  hardeneth  his 
neck,  shall  suddemy  be  destroyed,  and  that  with- 
out remedy."  "  How  are  they  brought  into  desola- 
.tion,  as  in  a  moment,  they  are  utterly  consimied 
with  terrors."  "  God  shaU  shoot  at  them  with  an 
arrow,  suddenly  shall  they  be  wounded."  How  of- 
ten in  the  history  of  God's  providential  deaUngs 
does  "  sudden  destruction"  come  upon  the  wicked, 
as  travail  upon  a  woman  with  child ;  thus  "  many 
sorrows  shall  be  to  the  wicked ;"  even  to  them  who 
forget  God. 

"  And  mv  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  the  Lord  :  it 
shall  rejoice  in  his  salvation." 

''  All  my  bones  shall  say.  Lord  who  is  like  unto 
thee ;  who  deliverest  the  poor  from  him 
that  18  too  strong  for  him,  yea,  the  poor 
and  the  needy  from  him  that  spoileth  hun." 
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HiB  soul  will  be  joyful  in  the  Lord,  in  the  day 
when  all  enemies  are  put  imder  hiB  feet  Gk)d  is 
the  avenger  of  the  poor.  "  The  needy  flhall  not 
always  be  foreotten :  the  expectation  cf  the  poor 
shall  not  perish  for  ever."  Grod  standeth  on  the 
side  of  the  oppressed.  "  Now  will  I  arise,  saith  the 
Lord,  I  will  set  him  in  safety  from  him  that  puffeth 
at  him." 

"  False  witnesses  did  rise  up  :  they  laid  to  my 
charge  things  that  I  knew  not.** 

This  is  indisputablv  the  language  of  Christ,  for 
the  passage  is  quoted  in  the  New  Testament  as  re- 
ferring to  him.  Surely  then  it  is  he  who  speaks 
throughout  the  Psalm,  and  not  another ;  thus  we 
may  confidently  receive  the  words  as  spoken  by 
the  Holy  one  of  God.  To  David  they  cannot  apply 
in  any  sense,  for,  in  no  part  of  his  historj'-  did  false 
witnesses  rise  up,  and  lay  to  his  charge  things  that 
he  knew  not.  but  to  the  man  of  sorrows  tney  do 
refer,  for  all  manner  of  accusations  were  freely  cir- 
culated against  him,  as  an  impostor,  a  gluttonous 
man  and  a  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  pubBcans  and 
sinners ;  as  having  a  devil,  and  being  in  connection 
with  the  prince  of  devils,  a  blasphemer,  a  madman, 
and  a  mover  of  sedition  among  the  people. 

"They  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  to  the 
spoiling  of  my  souL" 

"  His  feet  were  indeed  shod  with  the  preparation 
of  the  gospel  of  peace  :"  he  was  unwearied  in  la- 
bours to  bless  mankind ;  yet  was  he  a  reproach  of 
men,  and  despised  of  the  people." 
22 
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"But  as  for  me,  when  they  were  sick,  my 
clothing  was  sackcloth:  I  humbled  my 
soul  with  fastinff ;  and  my  prayer  returned 
into  mine  own  bosom." 

"  I  behaved  myself  as  though  he  had  been  my 
friend  or  brother :  I  bowed  down  heavily, 
as  one  that  moumeth  for  his  mother." 

"He  loved  his  neighbour  as  himself;"  "Never  man 
spake  like  this  man, '  or  felt  like  this  man  :  all  were 
clear  to  him  as  his  own  soul :  "  he  was  the  friend  that 
sticketh  closer  than  a  brother."  Love  reimed  in  his 
bosom ;  it  was  the  impelling  motive  to  all  the  good 
works  which  he  did.  An  irresistible  impulse  moved 
him,  as  he  went  about  "heaUng  all  maimer  of  sick- 
ness, and  all  maimer  of  disease  among  the  people  ;" 
and  that  impulse  was  love.  It  was  God  speaking 
and  acting  in  him,  and  by  him  ;  thus  demonstrat- 
ing to  the  world,  that  God  is  love.  But  "  the 
liglit  shined  in  the  darkness,  and  the  darkness  com- 
prehended it  not."  "  Himself  took  our  infirmities 
and  bare  our  sicknesses ;"  his  sympathy  was  such 
that  all  our  pains  and  sorrows  were  felt  as  if  his  own, 
for  '"in  all  our  affliction  he  was  afflicted,"  he  regarded 
every  man  as  a  friend  and  a  brother. 

"But  in  mine  adversity  they  rejoiced,  and 
gathered  themselves  together  :  yea,  the 
abjects  gathered  themselves  together  a^ 
gainst  me,  and  I  knew  it  not;  they  did  tear 
me  and  ceased  not." 

There  is  a  malignant  spiiit  in  man,  which  causes 
him  secretly  to  rejoice  in  the  misfortunes  or  calami- 
ties of  others ;  and  this  diaboUcal  feeUug  especially 
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is  manifest  if  the  objects  against  whom  it  is  cherish- 
ed Jire  such  as  fear  God.  This  deep  rooted  hatred 
was  conspicuously  shown  toward  the  "  true  and 
faithful  witness ;"  they  could  not  endure  him,  be- 
cause he  testified  of  them,  that  their  works  were 
evil ;  they  gathered  themselves  together,  and  took 
counsel  to  slay  him :  "  they  did  tear  him,  and 
ceased  not,"  imtil  they  had  destroyed  him. 

"With  hypocritical  mockers  in  feasts,  they 
gnashed  upon  me  with  their  teeth." 

AH  who  assume  the  garb  of  godliness,  but  in  their 
hearts  are  far  from  God  are  hypocritical  mockers. 
"  Thev  profess  that  they  know  God,  but  in  works 
they  deny  him ;  being  abominable,  and  disobedient, 
and  to  every  good  work  reprobate."  Such  were  the 
Pharisees,  who  were  considered  eminent  for  sane- 
tity ;  they  hated  his  only  begotten  Son  ;  they 
gnetshed  upon  him  with  their  teeth ;  "  they  were  of 
tneir  father  the  devil,  and  the  works  of  their  father 
they  did." 

"  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  look  on  1  Rescue 
my  soul  from  their  destructions,  my  dar- 
ling from  the  lions." 

God  often  seems  to  look  on,  as  if  not  intending 
to  execute  vengeance ;  "  therefore  the  heai-ts  of  the 
children  of  men  are  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil." 
They  mistake  the  long-suffering  of  God  for  remiss- 
ness and  indifference  regarding  them ;  not  know- 
ing that  the  sword  of  judgment  is  suspended 
over  their  heads,  like  the  sword  of  Damocles  as 
by  a  hair.  In  another  Psalm,  our  Lord  says, 
"  How  many  are  the  days  of  thy  servant  ?  when 
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wih  thou  execute  Judgment  on  them  who  persecute 
me  V*  and  in  the  22nd  Psahn,  he  uses  words  exactly 
similar  to  those  in  this  Psahn,  ^'Deliver  my  soul  from 
the  sword,  my  darling  from  the  power  of  the  dog; 
save  me  from  the  lion  s  mouth,  for  thou  hast  heard 
me  from  the  horns  of  the  uniooms ;"  and  as  in  that 
Psalm  he  derives  consolation  from  the  joy  set  be- 
fore him,  saying,  "  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my 
brethren,  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  will  I 
praise  thee ;"  so  here  also  his  heart  is  comforted  in 
the  midst  of  his  deej)  distress,  by  the  hope  that  he 
49hall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  in  the  great  con- 

f  rogation,  which  shall  compass  him  about,  and  thus 
e  speaks, 

"  I  will  give  thee  thanks  in  the  great  congre- 
gation; I  will  praise  thee  among  much 
people." 

A  host  of  worshippers  shall  be  around  him,  all  of 
whom  "  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  his  blood  ;**  associated  with  them  he  wiB 
give  thanks,  and  praise  His  holy  name  for  evermore. 

Let  not  them  that  are  mine  enemies  wrong- 
fully rejoice  over  mo ;  neither  let  them 
wink  with  the  eye  that  hate  me  without  a 


<( 


cause." 


"  For  they  speak  not  peace  ;  but  they  devise 

deceitful  matters  against  them  that  are 

quiet  in  the  land." 
•*  Yea,  they  opened  their  mouth  wide  against 

me,  and  said.  Aha,  aha,  our  eye  hath  seen 

it." 

For  a  moment,  God  suflTered  them  to  rejoice  in 
what  they  considered  his  downfall,  when  they  nail- 


ii 
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ed  him  to  the  cross,  and  so  made  an  end  of  him  ; 
winking  with  the  eye,  and  opening  their  mouth 
wide,  and  saying,  Aha,  aha,  our  eye  hath  seen  it ; 
**  but  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short" 

"  This  thou  hast  seen,  0  Lord ;  keep-  not  si- 
lence :  0  Lord,  be  not  far  from  me." 
Stir  up  thyself,  and  awake  to  my  judgment, 
even  to  my  cause,  my  God,  ana  my  Lord  ;** 
Judge  me,  0  Lord  my  God,  according  to  thy 
righteousness:  and  let  them  not  rejoice 
over  me," 

"Let  them  not  say  in  their  hearts.  Ah  I  so  would 
we  have  it :  let  them  not  say,  we  have 
swallowed  him  up." 

"  This  thou  hast  seen,"  His  eye  is  never  with- 
drawn from  us ;  he  marks  aU  our  goings,  and  they 
are  all  recorded  in  his  book.  "  This  thou  hast 
seen,"  should  be  oiur  perpetual  motto  wherever  we 

Jo  ;  and  in  whatever  we  are  engaged.  The  Lord 
esus  appealed  not  to  man  for  neJp ;  he  lifted  up 
his  eyes  to  "  his  Father,  and  our  Father,  to  his  God 
and  our  God ;"  and  from  him  only  he  sought  relief; 
nor  did  he  seek  his  help  in  vain,  for  "  he  aid  awake 
to  his  judgment,  and  did  plead  his  cause  ;"  how 
mightily  he  came  to  his  reUef  at  the  moment  when 
his  enemies  supposed  that  all  relief  had  for  ever 
fled  1  God  suffered  them  to  do  their  worst,  "  for 
they  devised  to  take  away  his  life ;"  and  what  they 
devised  they  accomplished  also,  by  the  permission 
of  God :  but  "  he  made  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise 
him ;"  turning  the  greatest  crime  ever  committed 
on  the  earth  into  the  greatest  blessing  to  mankind ; 
"  for  thus  he  brought  me  and  immortality  to  light ;" 
"  destroying  death,  and  him  who  had  the  power  of 
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death,  that  is  the  devil ;"  delivering  us,  who  through 
fear  of  death,  were  all  our  lifetime  subject  to  bou- 
dage." 

"  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  brought  to  con- 
fusion together  that  rejoice  at  mine  hurt ; 
let  them  be  clothed  with  shame  and  dis- 
honour that  magnify  themselves  against 
me." 

This  prayer  that  "they  might  be  clothed  with 
shame"  was  heard  and  answered  in  the  case  of 
every  individual ;  and  were  their  secret  history  dis- 
closed we  slioiild  find  it  to  be  so  ;  this  also  will  be 
tlie  final  condition  of  all  persecutors  in  every  age, 
for  these  words  of  Christ  are  equally  true  in  behalf 
of  his  saints.  When  he  said  to  Saul,  "  AMiy  per- 
secutest  thou  me,"  he  was  personally  far  beyond 
Saul's  reach,  but  in  his  saint's  he  suffered,  and  all 
their  wrongs  he  felt  as  done  to  liimself. 

"  Let  them  shout  for  joy,  and  be  glad  that  fa- 
vom-  my  righteous  cause ;  yea,  let  them 
say  continually.  Let  God  be  magnified 
that  hath  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of  his 
servant." 

Whom  will  Christ  regard  as  favouring  his  right- 
eous cause  1  Not  every  one  who  saith  xmto  him, 
Lord,  Lord ;  but  they  who  do  the  will  of  his  Fa- 
ther who  is  in  heaven ;  and  "  this  is  the  wiD  of  God, 
even  om*  sanctification."  To  such,  and  to  such 
only  is  the  cause  of  Christ  dear ;  and  the  cause  of 
truth  is  the  cause  of  Christ ;  "  Every  one  that  is  of 
the  truth  heareth  my  voice."    When  truth  is  con- 
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tended  for,  and  prospers,  then  his  cause  prospers. 
Let  such  as  desire  the  prosperity  of  his  cause,  say 
continually,  "  Let  God  Be  magnified." 

"  And  my  tongue  sliall  speak  of  thy  riffhteous^ 
ness  and  of  thy  praise  all  the  day  long." 

Christ  was  made  man,  that  as  man,  he  might 
glorify  God,  and  praise  him  for  ever,  and  this  will 
be  his  employment  all  the  day  long,  for  ever  and 
ever. 
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PSALM    XXXVI. 

1.  The  transgression  of  the  wicked  saith  within 
my  hearty  that  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes. 

2.  For  he  flattereth  himself  in  hiaown  eyes,  nntil 
his  imouity  be  found  to  be  hateful. 

3.  Tne  words  of  his  mouth  are  iniquity  and  de- 
ceit :  he  hath  left  oflf  to  be  wise,  and  to  do  good. 

4.  He  deviseth  mischief  upon  his  bed ;  he  setteth 
himself  in  a  way  that  is  not  good ;  he  abhorreth 
not  evil. 

5.  Thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens ;  and 
thy  faithfulness  reacheth  unto  the  clouds. 

6.  Thy  righteousness  is  like  the  great  mountains ; 
thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep  :  0  Lord,  thou  pre- 
servest  man  and  beast. 

7.  How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindness,  0  God  I 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  tnist  under 
the  shadow  of  thy  wings. 

8.  They  shall  be  abundantly  satisfied  with  the 
fatness  of  thy  house ;  and  thou  shalt  make  them 
drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleasures. 

9.  For  with  thee  is  the  foimtain  of  hfe :  in  thy 
light  shall  we  see  light. 

10.  0  continue  thy  loving-kiridness  unto  them 
that  know  thee  ;  and  thy  righteousness  to  the  up- 
right in  heart. 

11.  Let  not  the  foot  of  pride  come  against  me, 
and  let  not  the  hand  of  the  wicked  remove  me. 

12.  There  are  the  workers  of  iniquity  fallen  ; 
they  are  cast  down,  and  shall  not  be  able  to  rise. 
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In  the  comments  upon  this  Psalm,  many  of  the- 
ideas  and  sentences  are  borrowed  from  a  Sermon, 
published  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Campbell  of  Row. 


"  The  transgression  of  the  wicked  saith  within, 
my  heart,  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before 
his  eyes.'^ 

"  For  he  flattereth  himself  in  his  own  eyes,  un- 
til his  iniquity  be  found  to  be  hateful." 

"  The  words  of  his  mouth  are  iniqjuity  and  de- 
ceit ;  he  hath  left  off  to  be  wise  and  to  do- 
good." 

"  He  de  viseth  mischief  upon  hi&  bed;  he  setteth 
himself  in  a  way  that  is  not  good ;  he  ab— 
horreth  not  eviL" 

Christ  is  the  speaker  in  the  Psalm,  and  this  is  the 
language  of  the  ne€«ii  of  Christ,  who  when  dwelling 
in  our  nature,  when  on  earth  as  a  man,  and  looking- 
around  upon  his  brethren  and  sisters,  the  children 
of  men,  and  judging  them  according  to  that  right- 
eous judgement,  with  which  he  judgeth  all  things, 
had  formed  this  estimate  of  them,  and  says,  "  The- 
transgression  of  the  wicked  saith  within  my  heart, 
there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes;  their  practi- 
cal misconduct  shews  that  there  is  no  fear  of  God 
before  their  eyes ;  he  does  not  say,  "  This  is  the 
way  of  the  world,  this  is  the  force  of  temptation  ;'^' 
tiiese  people  have  wicked  hearts,  and  it  is  natural 
for  them  to  be  occupied  with  these  things ;  he  does; 
not  form  that  estimate  which  natural  men  form ;: 
but  passes  at  once  from  the  contemplation  of  the- 
evil,  to  its  true  cause ;  he,  dwelling  continually  in 
the  love  of  God,  always  fearing  God  with  the  holjr 


34G    THE  FEAR  OF  GOD  THE  REMEDY  FOR  ALL  EVIL. 

fear  of  a  child,  and  experiencing  the  power  of  that 
fear  in  keeping  him  near  to  God,  perceives  that  the 
absence  of  that  fear  is  the  cause  of  all  transCTCS- 
fiion.  Men  find  apologies  for  their  transgressions, 
as  being  the  efiect  of  circumstances,  or  the  force 
of  example,  or  the  power  of  education,  and  con- 
sider themselves  justified  in  thus  palliating  guilt ; 
but  he  shews  that  nothing  in  their  condition  ex- 
plains the  evil  but  this  one  fact,  that  "  there  is  no 
fear  of  God  before  their  eyes."  Thus  the  source  of 
all  wrong,  and  all  that  is  evil  is  traceable  to  the 
absence  of  the  fear  of  God ;  and  thus  he  casts  con- 
tempt and  reproach  on  all  men's  schemes  of  im- 
provement, on  all  their  ways  of  rectifying  the  evil 
of  man's  condition  by  improved  institutions,  pro- 
gressive advancement  in  the  arts,  etc.,  and  on  every 
thing  by  which  the  natural  man  expects  to  amelio- 
rate the  character  of  the  world.  Christ  referred  all 
he  saw  viTong  in  the  conduct  of  men,  to  the  want 
of  the  fear  of  God,  and  so  teaches  that  the  remedy 
of  all  the  evil,  is  the  introducing  the  fear  of  tlie 
Lord,  and  how  great  the  glory  is  to  God  that  we 
should  be  able  to  say  of  every  thing  that  is  morally 
bad  in  this  world,  that  the  fear  of  God  would  re- 
move it.  The  right  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  reve- 
rential fear  and  awe  of  a  child ;  knowing  God  as 
a  Father  in  his  love,  but  as  God  also  in  his  great- 
ness and  majesty,  in  his  holiness  and  truth,  and  in 
the  righteousness  of  all  his  judgments  in  the  past, 
as  revealed  in  scripture,  in  the  present  as  seen  in 
his  providential  dealings  with  men,  and  in  his  de- 
termination to  punish  with  everlasting  destruction 
all  who  continue  in  sin  and  turn  not.  Transgressors 
have  not  the  fear  of  God  before  them,  for  tliey 
flatter  themselves  in  their  own  eyes,  they  practise 
43elf-deceptiou,  while  they  go  on  transgi-essing;  they 
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look  not  to  the  ultimate  result,  nor  consider  at  all 
what  the  end  will  be,  but  persuade  themselves  that 
to-morro^v  will  be  as- this  day,  and  much  more  abun- 
dant; while  the^  are  insensibly  proceeding  from 
bad  to  worse,  untal  in  the  sight  of  (rod  their  iniquity 
be  found  to  be  hateful ;  for  God  will  bear  long,  and 
does  bear  infinitely  beyond  what  aov  man  would 
bear  from  another ;  birt  there  is  a  rnnit  even  to 
God'a  forbearance,  and  beyond  that,  all  is  ven- 
geance. "  Vengeance-  is-  name,  I  will  recompence, 
saith  the  Lord."  "  He  flatters  himself  in  his  own 
eyes,"  that  is  in  the  circumstances  of  a  person  upon 
his  bed,  in  solitude,  in  quiet,  and  composure,  when 
there  is  nothing  to  disturb  meditation,  even  then 
he  is  plotting  and  planning  evil,  and  purposing  in- 
iquity. It  is  not  that  he  is  occasionally  taiten  off  his* 
guard ;  it  is  not  that  temptation  now  and  then  gets 
the  better  of  him ;  but  he  flatters  himself  in  the 
way  that  is  hateful ;  deceiving  himself  by  a  process- 
of  delusion  ;  and  in  that  hour  when  there  is  not  the 
opportunity  for  present  activity  in  sinning,  he  ia 
contriving,  and  planning  iniquity.  It  is  the  tone, 
and  temper,  and  pervading  character  of  his  Ufe ;: 
not  that  he  is  imposing  only  on  others,  but  that  he 
is  fii"st  imposing  on  himself,  and  thus  his  judgment 
of  himself  is  the  opposite  of  the  judgment  of  God : 
he  thinks  that  he  is  not  what  he  really  is ;  and  be- 
sides, ui  his  heart  he  does  not  recognize  the  ri^ht  of 
God  to  judge  him  ;.  he  casts  off*  God  as^  God,  and 
considers  himself  his  own  master,  and  as  quite  en- 
titled to  cherish  hi&  own  plans,  and  pursue  his  own 
Eurposes ;  he  sees  no  harm  in  living  to  himself,  nav, 
e  considers  it  commendable,  that  every  man  should 
actively  attend  to  his  own  matters,  and  pursue  hi» 
own  interests ;  as  it  is  said  in  Psalm  xlix.  "  And 
men  will  praise   thee,  when  thou  doest  well  to» 


348  THY  MERCY,  0  LORD,  IS  IN  THE  HEATENS. 

thyself."  Yet  all  this  is  pronounced  to  be  the  self 
flattery,  and  deceit  of  the  wicked  man.  How 
widely  different  will  be  found  to  have  been  the 
judgment  of  God  I  but  this,  alas,  will  in  most  cases  be 
discovered  when  it  is  too  late,  and  repentance  will 
not  avail  I  God  would  have  us  to  understand  that  it 
is  the  inward  state  of  the  heart  to  which  he  looks,  and 
the  condemnation  is  on  this  groimd,  that  whereas  we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  to  glorify  him, 
we  exist  only  for  ourselves,  and  so  far  from  seeing 
that  such  is  wrone,  we  go  on  excusing  and  flatter- 
ing ourselves,  and  believe  it  to  be  qmte  right  and 
proper  to  live  as  we  do. 

"  Thy  mercy,  0  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens ;  and 
thy  faithfuhiess  reaclieth  unto  the  clouds." 

"  Thy  righteousness  is  like  the  great  moun- 
tains ;  thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep ; 
0  Lord,  thou  preservest  man  and  beast. 

Our  Lord  finds  his  comfort  in  going  at  once  to 
the  character  of  God,  and  in  seeing  Uod's  charac- 
ter in  God's  doings ;  and  in  his  preserving  man  and 
beast  he  sees  the  excellency  of  his  loving-kindness. 
The  harmony  that  subsists  between  God's  attributes 
is  here  declared ;  there  is  a  oneness  in  God's  mercy, 
and  righteousness,  and  faithfulness,  and  judgment, 
and  truth.  It  is  a  delusion  to  suppose,  that  some 
parts  of  God's  character  are  oj)po8ite  to  other  parts ; 
jtiis  justice,  for  example,  opposite  to  his  mercy,  and 
his  holiness  opposite  to  his  goodness,  tenderness^ 
and  love  I  They  are  all  one ;  one  manifestation  of 
this  great  truth,  that  God  is  love. 

"  How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindness,  0  God  I 
therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their 
trust  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wrngs.** 


'•*t* 
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"  They  shaD  be  abundantly  Batisfied  with  the 
fatness  of  thy  house ;  and  thou  wilt  make 
them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleasures.'* 

The  people  who  put  their  trust  in  the  Lord,  are 
just  those  who  believe  his  loving-kindness,  who 
understand  God's  free  and  unbought  love  in  Christ. 
To  trust  in  the  Lord,  is  to  have  such  a  knowledge 
of  God's  character,  as  raises  one  above  all  depen- 
dance  upon  creatures;  and  this  confidence  will 
CTOW  as  our  acquaintance  with  God  is  enlarged ; 
Sie  more  we  see  of  the  divine  excellence  in  creation, 
but  especially  in  redemption,  the  more  firmly  shall 
we  "  rest  under  the  shadow  of  his  wings."  In  Christ 
we  find  our  feast,  and  there  man  meets  with  God, 
and  there  man  tastes  of  the  fatness  of  God's  house, 
and  drinks  of  the  river  of  his  pleasures. 

"  For  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life ;  in  thy 
light  shall  we  see  light." 

The  fountain  is  with  God,  and  we  are  only  the 
streams:   nothing  springs  from   us,   and  nothing 

foes  from  us  to  Cnrist;  but  aU  comes  through  Christ, 
'he  fountain  is  with  God;  the  streams  flow  out, 
and  we  are  taken  up  by  it,  and  filled  with  it,  and 
it  flows  back  to  G^a  again :  we  are  the  channels 
through  which  this  love  will  flow  back  again  to 
the  fountain :  and  thus  the  nothingness  of  man  is 
filled  with  the  fulness  of  God — a  channel  which 
will  throughout  eternity  be  perpetually  enlar^g 
with  ever  mcreasinff  blessedness.  "  In  thy  hght 
shaD  we  see  light ; ' — how  shall  we  see  as  God 
sees  t  By  looking  on  objects  with  the  eye  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  When  a  believer  receives  the  gift 
01  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  is  guided  by  him  into  all 
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truth,  and  made  to  behold  things  according  as  they 
are  viewed  by  God:  Kmited,  of  course,  as  the 
vision  of  an  infant  is  limited ;  but  in  a  measure  the 
fiame;  for  the  Spirit  of  God  is  one,  although  in 
meal^ure  in  us,  in  him  our  heady  not  in  mecLsurey  but  in 
perfect  fulness^ 

"  0  continue  thy  loving^kindness  to  them  that 
know  thee  ;  and  thy  righteousness  to  the 
upright  in  heart." 

Here  we  have  the  amen  of  the  heart  to  God's 
word  :  Christ  asks  a  continuance  of  blessings  only 
for  those  who  will  acknowledge  their  God;  God  will 
for  ever  bless  those  that  love  him  ;  and  every  bles- 
sing will  be  withdrawn  for  ever  from  those  that  hate 
him ;  and  this  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  prayer 
of  Christ  whose  pr^^yers  express  the  will  of  God. 


« 


Let  not  the  foot  of  pride  come  against  me, 
and  let  not  the  hand  of  the  wicked  remove 


me."* 


Trust  in  God  is  our  protection  from  evil ;  and  it 
is  a  sure  protection,  for  "  who  diall  harm  you^  if  ye 
be  followers  of  that  which  is  good?"  When  the 
the  righteous  suffer,  it  k  by  the  determinate  pur- 
pose of  God  for  their  benefit. 

"  There  are  the  workers  of  iniquity  fallen ; 
they  are  cast  down,  and  shall  not  be  able 
to  arise." 

When  is  this  ?  Is  it  in  the  present  hour  ?  Is  it 
in  this  the  hour  and  power  of  aarkness  ?  No.  But 
it  shall  be  on  that  day  to  which  all  the  scriptures 
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point  to  which  all  the  faithful  look  forward ;  on 
that  day  when  God  will  be  justified  in  his  procedure 
with  mankind ;  when  all  secrets  wall  be  revealed, 
and  aD  matters  made  clear ;  when  the  wages  of  sin 
will  be  made  manifest  in  all  its  awfulness,  and  the 
righteous  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
them.  Even  now  there  are  often  sorrows  to  the 
wicked  from  which  the  righteous  are  exempt,  but 
from  these  they  may  recover;  from  those  blows  they 
may  rise  again;  they  may  come  to  repentance 
during  this  time  of  God's  long-suffering ;  but  when 
that  time  is  past,  then  they  shall  fall,  never  to  rise 
again ;  never,  never,  to  all  eternity  I  "  The  hands 
of  the  wicked  shall  never  again  rest  upon  the  in- 
heritance of  the  righteous."  The  oppression  of  the 
wicked  shall  for  ever  cease,  from  the  day  when 
Christ  is  manifested  1  In  that  day  "  gladness  shall 
be  sowTi  for  the  righteous,  and  joy  for  the  upright 
in  heart.'' 


PSALM   XXXVII. 

1.  Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evil  doers,  neither 
loe  thou  envious  against  the  workers  of  iniquity  : 

2.  For  they  shall  soon  be  cut  down  like  the  grass, 
and  wither  as  the  green  herb. 

3.  Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good ;  so  shalt  thou 
-dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed. 

4.  Delight  thyself  also  in  the  Lord ;  and  he  shall 
give  thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart. 

5.  Commit  thy  way  imto  the  Lord ;  trust  also  in 
him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass : 

6.  And  he  shaD  bring  fortn  thy  righteousness  as 
the  light,  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon-day. 

7.  Kest  in  th«  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him  : 
fret  not  thyself  because  of  him  who  prospereth  in 
his  way,  because  of  the  man  who  bringetn  wicked 
■devices  to  pass. 

8.  Cease  from  anger,  and  forsake  wrath :  fret 
not  thyself  in  any  wise  to  do  evil. 

9.  For  evil-doers  shall  be  cut  off:  but  those  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  thev  shaD  inherit  the  earth. 

10.  For  yet  a  little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall 
not  be  :  yea,  thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his 
place,  and  it  shall  not  be. 

11.  But  the  meek  «hall  inherit  the  earth;  and 
4Bhall  delight  themselves  in  the  abimdance  of  peace. 

12.  The  wicked  plotteth  against  the  just,  and 
gnasheth  upon  him  with  his  teeth. 

13.  The  Lord  shall  laugh  at  him ;  for  he  seeth 
that  his  day  is  coming. 

14.  The  wicked  have  drawn  out  the  sword,  and 
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have  bent  their  bow,  to  cast  down  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  to  slay  such  as  be  of  upright  conver- 
sation. 

15.  Their  sword  shall  enter  into  their  own  hearty 
and  their  bows  shaD  be  broken. 

16.  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath  is  better 
than  the  riches  of  many  wicked. 

17.  For  the  amis  of  the  wicked  shaD  be  broken : 
but  the  Lord  upholdeth  the  righteous. 

18.  The  Lord  knoweth  the  days  of  the  upright : 
and  their  inheritance  shall  be  for  ever. 

19.  They  shall  not  be  ashamed  in  the  evil  time ; 
and  in  the  days  of  famine  they  shall  be  satisfied. 

20.  But  the  wicked  shaD  perish,  and  the  enemies 
of  the  Lord  shall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs :  they  shall 
-consume  ;  into  smoke  shaD  they  consume  away. 

2 1 .  llie  wicked  1  )orro wetli,  and  payeth  not  again : 
but  the  righteous  showeth  mercy,  and  giveth. 

22.  For  such  as  be  blessed  of  him  shaD  inherit 
the  earth ;  and  they  that  be  cursed  of  him  shaD  be 
<5ut  off. 

23.  The  steps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the 
Lord ;  and  he  delighteth  in  his  way. 

24.  Though  he  feD,  he  shall  not  be  utterly  cast 
•down :  for  the  Lord  upholdeth  liim  with  his  liand. 

25.  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old;  yet 
have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his  seed 
begging  bread. 

26.  He  is  ever  merciful,  and  lendeth ;  and  his 
«eed  is  blessed. 

27.  Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good ;  and  dwell 
for  evermore. 

28.  For  the  Lord  loveth  judgment,  €md  forsaketh 
not  his  saints ;  they  are  preserved  for  ever ;  but  the 
fieed  of  the  wicked  «haD  be  cut  off. 

23 
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29.  The  righteous  shall  inherit  the  land,  and 
dwell  therein  for  ever. 

30.  The  mouth  of  the  righteous  speaketh  wisdom, 
and  his  ton^e  talketh  of  jud6;ment. 

31.  The  law  of  his  God  is  m  his  heart ;  none  of 
his  steps  shaD  slide. 

32.  The  wicked  watcheth  the  righteous,  and 
seeketh  to  slay  him. 

33.  The  Lord  will  not  leave  him  in  his  hand,  nor 
condemn  him  when  he  is  judged. 

34.  Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  way,  and  he 
shaD  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land :  when  the  wicked 
are  cut  off  thou  shalt  see  it. 

35.  I  have  seen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  and 
spreading  himself  like  a  green  bay  tree. 

36.  Yet  he  passed  away,  and,  lo,  he  was  not ;  yea, 
I  sought  him,  but  he  could  not  be  found. 

37.  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  up- 
right :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace. 

38'  But  the  transgressors  shall  De  destroyed  to- 
gether :  the  end  of  ibe  wicked  shall  be  cut  off. 

39.  But  the  salvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the 
Lord ;  he  is  their  strength  in  the  time  of  trouble. 

40.  And  the  Lord  shall  help  them,  and  deliver 
them :  he  shall  deliver  them  from  the  wicked,  and 
save  them,  because  they  trust  in  him. 

"  Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evil-doers,  neither 
be  thou  envious  against  the  workers  of 
iniquity.'' 

When  the  righteous  see  the  wicked  in  prosperity, 
and  spreading  themselves  out  like  a  green  bay  tree 
they  are  tempted  to  say,  Siu-ely  we  have  cleansed 
our  hearts  in  vain ;  in  vain  have  we  washed  our 
hands  in  innocency.     Such  murmurings  will  oo- 
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■casionally  cross  the  mind,  when  for  the  moment  we 
forget  that  it  is  not  in  this  life  that  our  hope  in  Christ 
chiefly  rests;  but  in  that  life  which  is  to  come. 
Fret  not,  let  not  a  feeling  of  discontent  or  dissatiEh 
faction  enter  your  minds.  Be  not  disquieted  be- 
cause they  prosper  who  forget  God,  while  you  who 
daily  wait  on  God,  are  devoid  of  many  external 
<;on^ort8 ;  think  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus ;  how 
^awfully  were  their  cases  reversed,  so  soon  as  they 
had  passed  the  bourne  of  death.  "  Fret  not,  neither 
be  envious  at  the  workers  of  iniquity," 

"  For  they  shaD  soon  be  cut  do^vn  as  the  grass, 
and  wither  like  the  green  herb." 

As  the  grass  flourisheth  in  the  morning  and 
groweth  up,  but  in  the  evening  is  cut  down  and 
withered,  so  shall  it  be  with  the  workers  of  iniquity ; 
of  all  their  riches,  not  the  least  part  will  accompany 
them  ;  and  of  aU  the  luxurious  enjoyments  to  which 
they  have  been  accustomed,  ncne  shall  foDow  them. 
They  shall  never  see  light,  nor  find  any  comfort 
hereafter. 

"  Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good ;  so  shalt 
thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou 
^»  shalt  be  fed." 

Instead  of  murmuring  at  the  prosperity  of  the 
wicked,  place  your  confidence  entu-ely  in  the  Lord, 
and  patiently  continue  in  well-doing,  and  he  will 
exalt  you  to  inherit  the  land ;  yoiur  oread  will  then 
be  given  you,  and  your  water  shall  be  sure.  "  This 
IB  the  promise  that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal 
life."  We  have  therefore  a  strong  foundation  for 
confidence.     Trust  in  God  is  just  to  repose  in  him 
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for  tiie  fnlfilment  of  his  promises.    If  Gkxl  had  not 

Eromisedy  it  wonld  be  presumption  to  trust.  He  is 
ononred  in  every  man,  who  confides  in  his  faith- 
fidneBB.  There  are  no  conditions  attached  to  the 
promises  of  Gtod ;  only  believe  them  and  thejr  are 
sure  to  be  fulfilled.    The  great  barrier  that  niter- 

Eosed  is  removed,  viz,  the  curse  of  the  law;  "  Christ 
ath  redeemed  us  firem  the  ciunse  of  the  law,  being 
made  a  curse  for  us :  that  the  blessing  of  Abraham 
might  come  on  the  GentQes,  through  Jesus  Clirist ;" 
the  blessing  of  Abraliam  is  tlie  promise  of  the  earth 
for  an  eternal  inheritance ;  ana  this  blessing  is  ours 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

"  Delight  thyself  also  in  the  Lord ;  and  he 
shall  give  thee  the  desnes  of  thine  heart." 

When  we  understand  what  God  has  done  for  us, 
and  promises  to  do,  we  begin  to  see  his  excellence 
and  to  desire  him  for  om*  pcjrtion.  We  are  recon- 
ciled to  him,  are  pleased  with  liini  as  our  God,  and 
our  aflfections  then  centre  in  him  ;  he  occupies  the 
throne  of  our  hearts ;  God  delights  in  us,  and  we 
delight  in  God ;  and  whatsoever  we  shall  ask  of 
God,  God  will  give  it  to  us,  he  will  give  us  the  de- 
shres  of  our  heart. 

"  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord ;  tni|J;  also 
in  him  ;  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass." 

"  And  he  shall  bring  forth  tliy  righteousness 
as  the  light,  and  thy  judgment  as  the 
noon-day. ' 

"  Acknowledge  the  Lord  in  all  thy  ways,  and  he 
will  direct  thy  steps ;"  lean  not  to  your  own  under- 
standing, neither  make  men  your  counsellors ;  com- 
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mit  vour  way  to  hiiii,  and  jrou  shall  be  directed 
aright ;  for  they  wlio  trust  m  him  shall  never  be 
confomided ;  "  he  will  bring  forth  thy  righteousness 
as  the  light|  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon-day ;" 
**  light  is  sown  for  the  righteous,  and  gladness  for 
the  upright  in  heart." 

"  Rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him." 

To  rest  in  the  Lord  is  to  rely  with  imdoubting 
confidence  on  him,  as  when  a  man  lieth  down  to 
rest,  assm-ed  of  safety,  because  of  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  "who  encampeth  about  them  that  fear  him  and 
delivereth  them." 

"  Fret  not  thyself  because  of  him  that  pros- 
pereth  in  his  way,  because  of  the  man 
who  bringeth  wicked  devices  to  pass." 

"Cease  from  anger,  and  forsake  wrath,  fret 
not  thyself  in  any  wise  to  do  evil." 

And  why "?  Because  his  prosperity  will  be  short- 
lived :  it  is  like  the  dream  of  a  night  vision :  it  is 
but  a  momentary  prosperity,  while  yours  will  be  of 
endless  continuance. 

"  For  evil-doers  shall  be  cut  off,  but  those  that 
wait  on  the  Lord  they  shall  inherit  the 
earth." 

"  For  yet  a  little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall 
not  be;  yea,  thou  shalt  diligently  con- 
sider his  place,  and  it  shall  not  be." 

These  words  carry  us  forward  to  the  period 
when  there  will  be  no  wicked,  for  the  Lord  will 
consume  them  at  his  appearing  and  his  kingdom ; 
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and  until  that  day,  it  is  but  a  little  while ;  these  are^ 
the  words  he  used  before  he  lefk  the  world,  "  a  little 
while,  and  ye  shaU  not  see  me,  and  again  a  little 
while,  and  ye  sliall  see  me,  and  beeauflo  I  ^o  to  the 
Father."  The  whole  interval  between  his  depar- 
ture and  his  return  is  a  little  while ;  but  when  he 
comes  again,  it  will  not  be  to  remain  a  little  while, 
but  a  lonff  while,  even  "  length  of  days,  for  ever  and 
ever."  Tne  will  of  his  heavenly  Fatfier  will  then  be 
done  on  earth ;  for  then  the  wicked  shall  not  be, 
yea  thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his  place,  and  it 
shall  not  be,"  but, 

"  The  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth." 


«( 


Blessed  are  the  meek  ;  for  they  shaU  inherit  the 
earth ;"  when  I  When  the  wicked  shall  not  be  ; 
for  "  then  shall  the  kingdom  be  given  to  the  people 
of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High."  "  The  saints  shall 
take  the  kingdom,  and  possess  the  kingdom,  for 
ever,  even  for  ever  and  ever."  (see  Daniel  vii.  18.) 

''And  shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abun- 
dance of  peace." 

"  The  work  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and 
the  eflFect  of  righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance 
for  ever."     Then  the  Prince  of  peace  shall  reign. 

"  The  wicked  plotteth  against  the  just  and 
gnasheth  upon  him  with  his  teeth." 

The  more  a  chiistian  resembles  liis  Master,  the 
more  will  the  woild  hate  him.  The  true  object  of 
aversion  is  not  the  man.  but  God  seen  in  the  man ; 
**  for  the  natm*al  heart  is  enmity  against  God,  and  is 
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not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither,  indeed,  can 
be.  The  world  is  unchanged;  and  God  is  still 
hated  by  the  unrenewed  heart.  If  therefore  there 
be  no  persecution,  no  other  reason  can  be  assigned 
but  this.  Thev  who  profess  to  be  the  disciples; of 
Christ  are  not  living  godly  in  Christ  Jesus ;  let  men 
be  but  faithful  to  confess  Christ  and  his  truth,  and 
the  wicked  will  plot  against  them,  "  yea,  and  gnash 
upon  them  with  their  teeth."    But, 

"The  Lord  shall  laugh  at  him;  for  he'seeth 
that  his  day  is  coming." 

The  face  of  the  Lord  is  against  them,  and  if  they 
turn  not,  their  day  is  fixea ;  "  when  they  shall  hie 
brought  into  desolation  as  in  a  moment,  and  be 
utterly  consumed  with  terrors." 

"  The  wicked  have  drawn  out  the  sword,  and 
have  bent  their  bow,  to  cast  down  the 
poor  and  needy,  and  to  slay  such  as  are  of 
upright  conversation." 

The  poor  and  needy,  and  the  upright  in  conver- 
sation, are  one  class;  they  are  those  who  are 
taught  of  God,  and  have  learned  that  they  are  no- 
thing, ajid  are  contented  to  be  nothing ;  these  aref 
the  poor  in  spirit,  whose  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Agamst  such  the  wicked  devise  evil,  and  in  their 
hearts  desire  their  destruction. 

"  Their  sword  shall  enter  into  their  own  heart, 
and  their  bows  shall  be  broken." 

God  will  reward  all  men  according  to  theii;  deeds; 
and  as  for  the  wicked  "  his  mischief  shall  return 
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upon  hifl  own  head,  and  hie  violent  dealing  npom 
his  own  pate." 

"  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better 
than  the  riches  of  many  wieked." 

''Godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain ;"  a 
little  with  the  blessing  of  God,  is  better  than  many 
thousands  without  it.    The  real  wants  of  Ufe  are 
few ;  having  these,  and  peace  with  God,  a  man  is- 
richer  than  ne  who  accumuIateB  wealthy  and  can- 
not tell  who  shall  gather  it. 

**  For  the  arms  of  the  wicked  shall  be  broken.*^ 

Their  power  of  continuing  to  acciunulate  shall, 
be  taken  from  them,  for  this  is  signified  by  the 
breaking  of  tlieir  arms ;  and  the  past  accumulation 
shall  take  wings  and  fly  away,  as  an  eagle  toward 
heaven. 

"  But  the  Lord  upholdeth  the  righteous. 
"  The  Lord  kuowetli  the  days  of  the  upright ;: 
and  their  inheritance  shall  be  for  ever." 

The  upright  sliall  be  ever  before  him ;  their  days 
shall  not  end,  nor  their  inheritance  pass  out  of  their 
possession. 

"  They  shall  not  he  ashamed  in  the  evil  time : 
and  in  the  days  of  famine  they  shall  be 
satisfied." 

When  God  sends  famine,  he  always  takes  care  to 
have  his  saints  provided  for.  Thus  it  was  with 
Jacob  and  his  house  in  the  famine  in  Egypt ;  thus 
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k  was  with  Elijah  and  Elisha  in  the  famines  in  their 
days  ;*and  thus  it  was  with  Jeremiah,  in  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem ;  he  never  wanted  while  there  remained 
a  loaf  in  the  baker's  stiieet. 

"  But  the  wicked  shall  perish^'* 

To  perish  is  to  lose^all ;  soul  and  body ;  and  how 
dreadful  is  that  loss  to  the  individual  nrmself  1  no 
mind  can  comprehend  it  I  Well  did  our  Lord  say 
concerning  tlie  house  built  upon  the  sand  for  its 
foundation,  when  it  shall  fall,  great  shall  be  the  fall 
of  it.  God  only  can  comprehend  the  full  meaning 
of  what  it  is  to  peiish. 

"  And  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  shaU  be  as  the 
fat  of  lambs  :  they  shall  consume ;  into^ 
smoke  shall  they  consume  away." 

This  passage  expltdns  to  us  the  meaning  of  re- 

?uiring  the  fat  of  tne  sacrifices  to  be  consumed, 
'he  fat  represents  the  flesh,  or  the  natural  man ;; 
thus  it  is  said  in  the  Psalms,  '^  Their  he^urt  is  as  fat 
as  grease."  Thus  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
as  the  fat  of  lambs ;  '*  they  c^all  consume ;  into 
smoke  they  shall  consume  away." 


"The  wicked  borroweth,  and  payeth  not  again:: 
but  the  righteous  showeth  mercy  and 
givetk" 

Few  are  so  wicked  as  to  borrow  with  no  design 
to  pay ;  but  if  I  take  my  neighbour's  goods  on 
credit,  without  seeing  my  way  to  pay  them,  I 
am  one  of  those  who  borrow  and  pay  not  again.. 
To  seek  to  obtain  a  discharge  for  haEf  payments,  is^ 
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to  borrow  and  not  to  pay  :  but  God  is  the  judffe, 
and  marks  the  unjust  man,  "reserving  him  imto  the 
day  of  jud^nent  to  be  punished,*^  But  the  righte- 
ous sheweth  mercy ;  like  the  author  of  their  faith, 
they  delight  in  mercy,  and  are  "  ready  to  distribute 
and  willing  to  communicate/* 

"  Such  as  be  blessed  of  God  shall  inherit  tlie 
earth :  but  such  as  be  cursed  of  him  shall 
be  cut  off." 

"  He  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see 
life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  remaineth  on  him." 
Whosoever  believeth  not  that  their  sins  are  forgiven, 
believeth  not  on  the  name  of  Jesus.  The  curse  is 
removed,  but  they  believe  it  not ;  and  therefore  it 
becomes  to  them  as  though  it  had  not  been ;  their 
guilt  is  greatly  aggravated  by  unbelief.  But  such 
as  be  blessed  of  him  shall  inherit  the  earth.  God's 
blessing  rests  on  them  that  fear  him.  *•  To  this  man 
and  to  that  man  will  I  look,  saith  the  Lord,  even  to 
him  who  is  of  a  humble  and  of  a  contrite  heart,  and 
who  trembleth  at  my  word."  To  such  a  man  God 
will  give  the  earth  for  an  everlasting  inheritance. 

"  The  steps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the 
the  Lord   and  he  delighteth  in  his  way." 

God  directs  his  steps,  and  delights  in  his  way ; 
"for  the  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  tliem  that  fear  him, 
in  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy." 

« 

"  Though  he  fall,  he  shall  not  be  utterly  cast 
down  ;  for  the  Lord  upholdeth  him  with 
liis  hand." 
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"  If  any  man  sin  we  have  an  advocate  with  the 
Father ;"  "  but  these  things  write  I  unto  you,  that 
e  sin  not."  Falls  are  not  necessary  because  God 
as  made  pro\'ision  that  we,  taking  to  us  the  whola 
armour  of  God,  should  stand ;  falh  are  not  comely, 
but  when  thev  do  happen,  God  i&  a  present  help, 
and  wiU  uphold  him  with  his  hand ;  therefore  re- 
joice not,  0  thou  enemy,  for  be  diall  rise  again. 
God  is  able  to  raise  him  up,  and  make  him  stand. 

"  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old ;  yet 
have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken, 
nor  hifi  seed  begging  bread." 

Jesus  was  ne\^er  old  in  the  commonly  understood 
sense  ;  because  he  was  cut  off  before  ne  was  forty 
years  of  age  ;  but  he  was  old  from  actual  suffering : 
nis  strength  failed,  and  the  light  of  his  eyes  went 
from  him.  The  Jews,  looking  on  him  judged  him 
to  be  under  fifty  years  of  a^e  :  but  he  looking  on 
himself  weighed  down  with  sorrow,  considered 
himself  old  :  he  says  "  mine  eye  is  consumed  with 
grief,  it  waxeth  olo,  because  of  all  mine  enemies :" 
but  he  had  in  the  course  of  his  tabernacling  among 
men,  never  seen  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his 
seed  begginff  bread.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are 
over  the  righteous,  and  if  so,  he  will  not  forsake 
them  ;  so  that  we  may  boldly  say,  *'  The  Lord  is  my 
helper,  I  will  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  me." 

"  He  is  ever  merciful,  and  lendeth ;  and  hia 
seed  is  blessed." 

Conformity  to  the  image  of  God  is  slowly  but 
surely  and  permanently  impressed  on  all  who  con- 
tinue to  henold  Ilim  m  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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'' Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good;  and  dwell 


tor  evermore.'* 


"The  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity  (or  love) 
out  of  a  pure  heart."  The  design  of  the  gospel  is, 
by  a  new  process,  to  effect  our  reformation,  our 
transformation  from  evil  to  good.  This  is  the  end 
or  object,  which  God  has  in  view :  this  must  be 
accompUfi^ed,  or  we  perish ;  if  it  is  wrought  in  us, 
80  that  we  c^uite  depart  from  evil,  and  do  good, 
then  the  end  is  everlasting  life,  "  we  dweU  for  ever- 


more." 


"  For  the  Lord  loveth  judgment,  and  forsaketli 
not  his  saints;  they  are  preserved  for 
ever ;  but  the  seed  of  the  wicked  shall  be 
cutoff." 

"The  riffhteous  shall  ioherit  the  earth,  and 
dwell  therein  for  ever." 

How  often  in  this  Psalm  are  these  words  re- 

Eeated  1  that  men  may  lay  them  to  heart,  and  so 
unger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  I  The  right- 
eous are  they  who  wear  the  wliite  robe,  who  rest 
on  Christ  as  the  Lord  their  righteousness;  thus 
they  draw  near  to  God,  "  in  full  assurance  of  faith ;" 
and  are  confident  that  in  thus  holding  the  head, 
they  are  safe ;  these  all  shall  inherit  the  earth,  and 
dwell  therein  for  ever. 

"  The  moutli  of  the  righteous  speaketh  wis- 
dom, and  his  tongue  talketh  of  judgment." 

"The  law  of  Ids  God  is  in  his  heart;  none  of 
his  steps  shall  slide." 

"Do  we  make  void  the  law  through  faith  f "    Do 
we  put  on  a  fictitious  righteousness  instead  of  the 
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truot  God  forbid;  for  thus  God  accomplisheth 
the  work  of  the  law  in  our  hearts.  When  a  man  is 
settled  and  grounded  in  the  faith,  that  Christ  is  the 
Lord  his  righteousness,  the  love  of  God  is  shed 
abroad  in  his  heart ;  "  his  mouth  speaks  of  wisdom, 
and  his  tongue  talketh  of  judgment."  Yea,  the  more 
firmly  he  ar>ides  by  this,  as  the  basis  of  aU  his  de- 
pendauee,  will  the  law  of  God  (which  is  love)  be 
mdelibly  fixed  in  his  heart. 

"  The  wicked  watcheth  the  righteous,  and 

seeketh  to  slay  him." 
"  The  Lord  will  not  leave  him  in  his  hand,  nor 

condemn  him  when  he  is  judged." 

The  wicked  plot  against  the  righteous,  and  God 
coimteivplote  against  them.  When  a  good  man  is 
in  the  hands  of  wicked  men,  it  is  by  the  good  plea- 
sure of  God,  and  with  his  express  permission; 
otherwise  the  hairs  of  their  head  are  nimibered,  and 
not  a  hand  could  touch  them ;  neither  will  he  con- 
firm the  sentence  of  men. 

"  Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  way,  and  he 
shall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  earth ;  when 
the  wicked  are  cut  oS,  thou  shalt  see  it." 

To  wait  upon  the  Lord,  is  "  to  continue  in  sup- 
plications and  prayers  night  and  day ;"  "  it  is  to  con- 
tinue in  prayer,  and  to  watch  in  tiie  same,  with 
thanksgiving."  As  the  eyes  of  servants  wait  upon 
the  hand  of  their  masters,  so  do  our  eyes  thus  wait 
upon  the  Lord  our  God ;  and  a  man  who  waits 
upon  the  Lord  will  keep  his  way ;  Christ  is  that 
way ;  we  know  that  we  are  washed  in  the  blood  of 
Chnst,  and  are  **  complete  in  him ;"  he  that  thus 
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waiteth  on  the  Lord,  and  keepeth  hk  way,  shall  be 
exalted  to  inherit  the  earth ;  when  the  Lord  shall 
€end  forth  his  angels,  and  shall  gather  his  elect  from 
the  one  end  of  heaven  unto  the  other.  On  that  day, 
the  proud,  yea,  and  all  that  do  wickedly,  shall  be 
stubole,  ana  the  fire  that  cometh  shall  bum  them 
Hp,  that  it  shall  leaye  them  neither  root  nor  branch. 

"  I  haye  seen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  and 
spreading  himself  like  a  green  bay  tree.'*. 

"  Yet  he  passed  away,  and.  To,  he  waa  not ; 
yea,  I  sought  him,  and  he  could  not  be 
found." 

Uniyersal  experience  attests  the  truth  of  tliis  ob- 
seryation.  Any  man  who  watches  the  course  of 
eyents  will  see  many  illustrations  of  it :  but  its  com- 
plete fulfilment  is  reserved  for  that  day,  when  all 
the  workers  of  iniquity  shall  be  laid  low,  never  to 
rise  up  again. 

"  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  up- 
right :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

"  Seest  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  busnoss  ?  he 
shall  stand  before  kings ;  ne  shall  not  stand  before 
mean  men."  Seest  thou  a  man  patiently  continu- 
ing in  well  doing,  seeking  for  glory,  honour,  and 
immortality  ?  Mark  the  end  1  he  shall  not  die  as 
the  fool  dieth.  The  Lord  will  make  all  his  bed  in 
his  sickness  ;  his  death  will  be  more  a  triumph 
over,  than  a  conflict  with,  the  king  of  terrors ;  and 
as  the  passage  from  the  region  of  fietith  to  the  region 
of  sight. 


OUR  SALVATION  IS  OF  THE  LORD. 
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"  But  the  transgressors  shall  be  destroyed  to- 
gether :  the  end  of  the  wicked  shall  be 
cut  off." 

The  transgressors  shall  be  thrown  in  one  pro- 
miscuous and  undistiuguishable  mass  into  the  pit 
of  destruction :  "  hell  shall  open  and  enlarge  her 
mouth  Avithout  measure,  and  aU  their  glory  and 
their  multitude  shall  descend  into  it :"  they  shall  be 
trodden  down,  as  straw  is  trodden  down  for  the 
dunghill. 


« 
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But  the  salvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the 
Lord  :  he  is  their  strength  in  the  time 
of  trouble." 

And  the  Lord  shaU  help  them,  and  deliver 
them :  he  shall  deliver  them  from  the 
wicked,  and  save  them  because  they  trust 
in  him." 


Our  salvation  is  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  him- 
self is  our  salvation.  In  the  time  of  trouble,  he  is 
our  strength,  and  our  shield ;  blessed  are  all  they 
that  put  tneir  trust  in  him. 


PSALM    XXXYIII. 

1.  0  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath  2  neither 
^chasten  me  in  thy  hot  displeasure. 

2.  For  thine  arrows  stick  fsist  in  me,  and  thj 
hand  presseth  me  sore. 

3.  There  is  no  soundness  in  my  flesh  because  of 
4;hine  anger ;  neither  is  there  any  rest  in  my  Ijones 
because  of  my  son. 

4.  For  mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head ; 
as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy  for  me. 

5.  My  wounds  stink  and  are  corrupt  because  of 
my  foolishness. 

6.  I  am  troubled ;  I  am  bowed  down  greatly ;  I 
go  mourning  all  the  day  long. 

7.  For  my  loins  are  nlled  with  a  loathsome  dis- 
ease ;  and  mere  is  no  soundness  in  my  flesh. 

8.  I  am  feeble  and  sore  broken:  Ihave  roared 
by  reason  of  the  disquietness  of  my  heart. 

9.  Lord,  all  my  deme  is  before  thee  ;  and  my 
groaning  is  not  hid  from  thee. 

10.  My  heart  panteth,  my  strength  faileth  me : 
as  for  the  light  of  mine  eyes,  it  also  is  gone  from 
me. 

11.  My  lovera  and  my  friends  stand  aloof  from 
my  sore,  and  my  kinsmen  stand  afar  of. 

12.  They  also  that  seek  after  my  life  lay  snares 
for  me ;  and  they  that  seek  my  hurt  speak  mischie- 
vous things,  and  imagine  deceits  all  the  dav  long. 

13.  But  I,  as  a  deaf  man,  heard  not ;  ana  I  was 
as  a  dumb  man  that  openeth  not  his  mouth. 

14.  Thus  I  was  as  a  man  that  heareth  not,  and 
in  whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs. 
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15.  For  ill  thee,  0  Lord,  do  1  hope :  thou  wilt 
hear,  0  Lord,  my  God. 

16.  For  I  said,  Hear  me,  lest  otherwise  thev 
should  rejoice  over  me :  when  my  foot  slippeth 
they  magnify  themselves  against  me. 

17.  For  I  am  ready  to  halt,  and  my  sorrow  is 
continually  before  me. 

18.  For  I  will  declare  mine  iniquity ;  I  will  be 
sorry  for  my  sin. 

19.  But  mine  enemies  are  Uvely,  and  they  are 
strong;  and  they  that  hate  me  wrongfully  are 
multiplied. 

20.  They  also  that  render  evil  for  good  are  mine 
adversaries;  because  I  follow  the  thing  that  good  is. 

21.  Forsake  me  not,  0  Lord:  0  my  God  be  not 
far  from  me. 

22.  Make  haste  to  help  me,  0  Lord  my  salvation. 

"  0  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath ;  neither 
chasten  me  in  thy  hot  displeasure." 

**  For  thine  arrows  stick  fast  in  me,  and  thy 
hand  presseth  me  sore." 

This  Psalm  much  resembles  the  6th,  and  some 
others ;  and  is  what  is  usuaUy  called  a  penitential 
Psalm,  although  that  word  is  inapplicable  to  our 
Lord,  as  regards  sorrow  for  personal  sins,  "  for  he 
knew  no  sin,  neither  wasjguile  found  in  his  mouth." 
Yet  never  was  man  so  laden  with  sins  ;  for  he 
carried  the  guilt  of  the  whole  world,  and  confessed 
it  as  his  own :  he  bore  our  sins,  not  merely  by 
suffering  for  sin,  but  as  if  he  himself  had  done  all 
the  evil.  This  will  account  for  the  language  used 
in  the  first  verse:  but  what  were  the  arrows  of 
God?  and  what  the  pressure  of  his  hand?  possibly 
we  may  obtain  Ught  as  we  advance. 
24 
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"  There  is  no  Boundness  in  my  flesh ;  because 
of  thine  anger ;  neither  is  there  any  rest 
in  my  bones,  because  of  my  sin.'* 

Our  Lord  was  personalljr  exempt  from  sick- 
ness, because  he  knew  no  sm :  he  never  knew  an 
hour's  dishealth ;  and  yet  his  whole  head  was  sick, 
and  his  whole  heart  faint :  "  there  was  no  sound- 
ness in  him,  from  the  sole  of  the  foot  to  the  head, 
but  wounds,  and  bruises,  and  putrifying  sores,"  as 
this  Psalm  fully  testifies :  just  because  he  bare  our 
sicknesses,  and  carried  our  sorrows ;  land  because 
"  the  Lord  did  lay  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
Christians  are  called  to  bear  one  another's  bm-dens, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ :  but  where,  or  by 
whom  is  this  done?  and  when  done,  alas!  how 
imperfectly ;  but  the  one  perfect  man  bare  all  our 
burdens,  and  felt  them  to  be  his  own. 

"  For  mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine  head : 
as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy 
for  ine." 

In  the  20th  verse  he  testifies,  and  his  conscience 
bears  him  witness,  that  he  "  follows  the  thing  that 
good  is:"  so  that  the  language  is  paradoxical,  and  is 
inexplicable  except  in  the  sense  of  imputation  to 
him  of  our  sins  :  viewed  in  this  light,  how  appro- 
priate is  the  confession,  that  "  his  iniquities  were 
gone  over  his  head !"  He  who  was  rich,  for  our 
sakes  became  poor,  yea,  descended  to  the  lowest 
depths  of  humiliation  on  our  account  I 
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My  wounds  stink  and  are  corrupt  because  of 
my  foolishness." 
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When  in  DavicTs  historjr  could  he  thus  speak  of 
himself?  And  if  not  of  himself  it  must  be  of  some 
other  man.  That  it  was  indeed  of  Christ  the  11th, 
13th,  and  14th  verses  of  this  Psalm  clearly  shew. 
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"  I  am  troubled ;  I  am  bowed  down  greatly : 
I  go  mourning  all  the  day  long.** 

It  is  easy  to  say  "  he  is  a  man  of  sorrows  and  ac- 
uainted  with  gnef ;"  but  how  few  are  able  even 
imly  to  understand  his  sorrows  and  grief  I  He 
was  troubled,  so  troubled  (as  he  says  m  another 
Psalm)  that  he  could  not  speak;  he  was  bowed 
down  under  the  weight  of  his  afflictions,  and  went 
about  mourning  all  the  day  long,  with  none  to  share 
his  griefs  and  sorrows ;  a  stranger  and  a  sojourner 
upon  the  earth. 

**For  my  loins  are  filled  with  a  loathsome 
disease ;  and  there  is  no  soundness  in  my 
flesh.*' 

**  I  am  feeble  and  sore  broken ;  I  have  roared 
by  reason  of  the  disquietness  of  my  heart" 

Conceive  of  an  an^el  passing  a  few  years  among 
wicked  men,  in  the  disguise  of  a  man  I  How  totally 
different  would  be  his  conduct  to  theirs!  How 
great  would  be  his  grief,  to  see  them  eveiy  day 
blaspheming  that  Holy  name  which  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  adore  in  conjunction  with  multi- 
tudes of  beings  like  himself  1  But  here  is  the  Lord 
of  angels ;  every  where  met  with  determined  re- 
sistance and  opposition  ;  "  ho  beheld  the  transgres- 
sors and  was  grieved,  because  they  kept  not  his 
Father's  word."  All  their  reproachmg  of  God  fell 
on  him. 
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"  Lord,  all  my  desire  is  before  thee ;  and  my 
groaning  is  not  hid  from  thee." 

"  My  heart  panteth,  mjr  strength  faileth :  as 
for  the  light  of  mme  eyes  it  also  is  gone 
from  me." 

In  all  his  affliction,  he  had  a  perfect  conscions- 
ness  that  his  whole  heart  was  open  to  God ;  God 
heard  his  groans ;  and  God  was  one  with  him,— 
"  yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bndse  him,  and  to  put 
him  to  grief;"  and  such  grief  as  passeth  aU  under- 
standing.  Surely  "never  was  sorrow  like  unto  his 
sorrow,"  for  weeping  endured  all  the  mght  of  his 
sojourning  with  sinners. 

"  My  lovers  and  my  friends  stand  aloof  from 
my  sore ;  and  my  kinsmen  stand  afar  off." 

His  lovers  and  his  friends  were  his  disciples,  "  for 
whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is  in 
heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  sister,  and 
mother."  Great  consternation  had  seized  upon 
them  all,  because  they  knew  not  the  scripture  that 
Messiah  should  be  cut  off.  "  That  it  behoved  Christ 
to  suffer  these  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory." 
By  his  death  their  expectations  were  blasted ;  his 
crucifixion  was  a  blow  to  all  their  hopes ;  for  they 
had  heard  out  of  the  law  that  Messiah  abideth  ever ; 
and  thus  his  intimations  that  **  he  should  be  deliver- 
ed into  the  hands  of  sinful  men,  and  be  killed  and 
be  raised  the  third  day,"  were  not  comprehended ; 
"they  questioned  among  themselves  what  the  rising 
from  the  dead  should  mean."  The  thief  upon  the 
cross  alone  seemed  to  understand  that  the  time  of 
his  kingdom  was  future  ;  all  his  other  disciples  had 
thought  that  the  kingdom  of  God  shoula  imme- 
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diately  appear,  and  would  not  be  otherwise  per- 
suaded, altnou^h  he  told  them,  that  the  Son  of  man 
was  "  as  a  nobleman  going  to  a  far  country,  to  re- 
ceive for  himself  a  khigdom  and  to  return."  When 
they  saw  him  crucified,  they  ceased  to  recognize 
him  as  the  Messiah ;  although  "a  prophet  might^in 
word  and  deed  before  God,  and  all  the  people ;'  he 
had  none  in  that  trying  hour  to  i^jrmpathize  with 
him ;  God  had  put  away  his  acquamtance  far  from 
him,  and  himself  into  darkness ;  such  darkness  as 
Jonah  knew  while  he  lay  in  the  whale's  belly,  for 
so  it  seemed  good  in  God's  sight  that  all  his  waves 
and  billows  should  pass  over  him« 

"  They  also  that  seek  after  my  life  laid  snares 
for  me  ;  and  they  that  seek  my  hurt  speak 
mischievous  things,  and  imagine  deceits 
all  the  day  long." 

They  could  not  lay  hands  upon  him  imtil  his  hour 
was  come ;  but  not  from  want  of  inclination,  for 
they  literalljr  thirsted  for  his  life,  and  were  con- 
stantly devising  methods  by  which  they  might 
bring  him  under  the  power  and  authority  of  the 

fovemor.  And  who  were  the  men  who  did  so  I 
'hose  who  "  ^eak  mischievous  things,  and  imagine 
deceits  all  the  day  long."  And  this  has  been  the 
character  of  wicked  men  in  every  age ;  they  speak 
mischievous  things,  and  deliglit  in  lies ;  they  bless 
with  thdir  mouth,  but  curse  inwardly ;  they  ima^no 
deceits  all  the  day  long,  for  they  flatter  themsdves 
fti  their  own  eyes,  untfl  their  iniquity  be  found  to  be 
hateful.  If  Cnrist  had  lived  in  the  present  age,  he 
would  have  been  used  as  he  was  by  tnat  generation; 
for  the  world  is  not  improved ;  "  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men  are  fullj  set  in  them  to  do  evil. 
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they  walk  on  in  darkness,  because  they  love  dark- 
ness, and  will  not  come  to  the  light,  that  their 
deeds  should  be  reproved.  It  may  be  reckoned  a 
hard  saying,  to  affirm,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  would 
meet  with  similar  treatment  were  he  now  upon  the 
earth;  but  the  men  of  that  generation  nad  an 
equally  exalted  opinion  of  themselves,  and  said,  "  If 
we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  we  would 
not  have  been  partakers  with  them  in  the  blood  of 
the  prophets ;"  and  yet  when  the  "  Lord  God  of  the 
holy  prophets"  himself  came  to  them  in  the  likeness 
of  a  man,  they  put  him  to  death ;  and  so  would  the 
men  of  this  generation.  Flesh  is  one  in  every  age ; 
enmity  against  God ;  and  would,  if  it  were  possible, 
destroy  God ;  but  as  this  is  not  possible,  they  do 
the  next  thing  to  it,  which  is,  to  obliterate  his  name 
from  their  memory,  for  every  man  saith  in  his  heart, 
"  There  is  no  God/' 

^'  But  I,  as  a  deaf  man,  heard  not ;  and  I  was  as 
a  dumb  man  that  openeth  not  his  mouth." 

*^  Thus  I  was  as  a  man  that  heareth  not,  and 
in  whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs.** 

There  are  few  who  possess  any  knowledge  of  the 
scriptures  that  will  denv  that  mese  are  the  words 
of  Christ ;  and  yet,  with  great  inconsistency  they 
cull  a  passage  from  the  Psalms,  and  say.  This  speaks 
of  Chnst,  while  all  the  context,  i.e.  in  me  worcb  pre- 
ceding and  following,  they  will  maintain  that  David 
is  the  speaker,  although  the  person  who  speaks  is  the 
same  from  beginning  to  end.  From  such  daring 
Uberties  with  the  holy  scriptures  let  every  Christian 
ray  that  he  may  be  delivered ;  for  as  God  wiD  not 
old  the  man  guiltless  who  taketh  his  name  in  vain, 
neither  will  he  hold  him  guiltloss  who  perverts  hia 
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word ;  "  for  he  hath  magnified  his  word  above  all 
hie  name."  God  bare  testimony  of  his  Son  before 
he  sent  him  into  the  world,  that  he  should  be  as  one 
deaf,  saying,  in  the  42nd  chap,  of  Isaiah,  verse  19, 
"  Who  is  blind,  but  my  servant  ?  or  deaf  as  my 
messenger  that  I  sent  1  Who  is  blind  as  he  that  is 
perfect ;  blind  as  the  Lord's  servant ;  seeing  many 
things,  but  thou  observ^est  not;  opening  tne  ear, 
but  he  heareth  not ;  the  Lord  is  well  pleased  for  liis 
righteousness  sake ;  he  vnUl  magnify  the  law,  and 
make  it  honourable."  It  was  with  reference  to 
Iheir  condemning  the  innocent  blood,  that  our  Lord 
thus  speaks.  "  But  I  as  a  deaf  man,  heard  not ; 
and  as  a  dumb  man,  I  opened  not  the  mouth ;"  and 
thus  the  scripture  was  fulfilled  which  saith  (Isaiah, 
liii.  7)  "  He  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  yet 
he  opened  not  his  mouth ;  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb 
to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a  sheep  before  her  shearers 
is  dumb,  so  he  openeth  not  nis  mouth."  In  his 
mouth  were  no  reproofs,  wliile  enduring  the  gi*eatest 
indignities  which  they  could  heap  upon  him.     He 

gave  his  back  to  the  smiters,  and  his  cheeks  to  them 
lat  plucked  off  the  hair ;  he  hid  not  his  face  from 
shame  and  spitting,  Because  (said  he^  '*the  Lord 
God  will  help  me,  therefore  I  shall  not  be  confoimd- 
ed ;  therefore  have  I  set  my  face  like  a  flinty  and 
I  know  that  I  shall  not  be  ashamed ;"  these  words 
from  the  50th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  beautifully  har- 
monize with  those  which  follow  in  this  Psalm : — 

"  For  in  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  hope ;  thou  wilt 
hear,  0  Lord  my  God." 

Thus  he  committed  himself  to  him  that  judged 
righteously,  and  rested  on  the  living  God ;  patiejitly 
waiting  on  him,  who  at  length  inclined  unto  him 
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"For  I  am  ready  to  halt,  a: 
continually  before  me." 

"  For  I  am  ready  to  halt.''     Vi 
to  this  confession  of  our  Redeemer 
Peter,  take  him   and  say,  "  Be  i\ 
Lord,  this  shall  not  be  mito  thee." 
us  for  our  misplaced  zeal  for  his  p» 
he  would  rather  have  us  to  imderst 
no  imaginary  conflict,  tliat  his  trials  . 
were  real,  and  such  as  no  man  € 
Does  the  Apofctle  say  in  vain  "  tha 
prayers  and  supplications,  with  str 
tears,  imto  him  that  was  able  to 
death  ?"     He  declares  after  liis  ascc 
that  he  had  a  conflict,  and  overcam 
flict  we  know  to  Ik)  real  so  was  his. 
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lives  that  we  may  live  also  ;  for  as  we  have  borne 
the  image  of  the  earthly,  (for  a  few  years)  we  shaD 
bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  for  ever  and  ever. 
'*  Thanks  be  amto  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

"  For  I  will  declare  mine  iniquity,  and  be  sorry 
for  my  sin." 

As  we  said  before,  and  have  often  explained,  it 
cannot  be  personal  transgression  to  which  he  refers 
for  he  never  had  a  thought  at  variance  with  the 
holy  law  of  God ;  and  yet  we  should  not  fly  off  at 
a  tangent,  and  say,  that  this  is  not  he  who  speaks ; 
but  should  rather  patiently  wait  on  God,  to  explain 
to  us  the  meaning  of  his  words ;  and  which  surely 
amounts  to  this,  that  he  not  only  suffered  for  but 
felty  and  all  his  life  confessed  our  guilt  as  his  own. 
As  the  mother  hen  with  her  chickens,  identifies 
herself  with  them,  how  much  more  does  he  identify 
himself  with  us  I 

"  But  mine  enemies  are  lively,  and  they  are 

strong ;  and  they  that  hate  me  wrongfully 

are  multiplied." 
"  They  also  that  render  evil  for  good  are  mine 

adversaries;  because  I  foUow  the  thing 

that  good  is." 

His  enemies  were  lively,  ix.  they  were  continually 
on  the  alert  to  entrap  mm ;  thus,  they  brought  to 
him  a  woman  taken  in  adultery,  that  they  might 
place  him  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma,  that  in  what- 
ever way  he  replied  they  might  find  accusation 
against  him ;  his  enemies  were  strong :  they  were 
aknost  to  a  man,  the  great  men  of  the  nation ;  they 
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were  the  m&k  in  power,  and  hated  him  because 
his  was  a  power  not  delegated  by  them;  and 
they  said,  "  By  w^hat  power,  and  by  what  authority 
doest  thou  these  things,  and  who  is  he  that  gave 
thee  this  authority  ?"  They  hated  him  wrongfully 
i.e.  without  a  cause,  and  their  numbers  contmued 
so  to  increase  that  he  could  no  more  openly  appear 
in  Judea ;  but  was  without,  in  desert  places,  and 
they  came  to  him  from  every  quarter;  but  the 
rulers  required  of  the  people,  that  if  any  man  knew 
where  he  was,  they  should  shew  it,  that  they  might 
apprehend  him.  At  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  he 
was  obliged  to  choose  the  fitting  time,  and  not  go 
up  openly,  as  did  his  brethren,  because  the  world 
did  not  hate  them ;  but  with  him  it  was  different ; 
because  he  testified  of  it,  tliat  the  works  thereof 
were  evil ;  they  were  his  adversaries,  because  he 
foDowed  the  thmg  that  good  is.  Thus  they  hated 
him,  for  the  same  reason  that  Cain  hated  and  slew 
his  brother  Abel ;  and  wherefore  slew  he  him  ? 
because  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother's 
righteous.  Thus  the  son  of  the  bond-woman  doth 
persecute  the  son  of  the  free ;  but  what  saith  the 
scripture,  "  Cast  out  the  bond-woman,  and  her  son, 
for  the  son  of  the  bond-woman  shall  not  be  heir 
with  the  son  of  the  free."  "  The  meek  (only)  shall 
inherit  the  earth,  and  dwell  therein  for  ever." 

"  Forsake  mo  not,  0  Lord ;  0  my  God,  be  not 

far  from  me." 
"  Make  haste  to  help  me,  0  Lord  my  salvation." 

"  The  father  loveth  the  Son  and  sheweth  him  all 
things  that  himself  doeth,"  and  so  also  the  Son 
loveth  the  Father.  But  who  can  comprehend  the 
measure,  or  degree  of  love  which  is  borne  by  each 
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to  the  other  f  It  fe  beyond  all  measurement,  and 
p€i88eth  all  miderstanding.  So  far  as  the  Son  is 
nuite  (as  he  is  in  his  humanity)  the  nearest  ex- 
pression to  it  is  this,  that  he  loves  the  Father  with 
all  his  heart,  with  all  his  soul,  with  all  his  strength, 
and  with  aD  his  mind ;  but  his  love  to  the  Father 
passeth  far  beyond  the  finite,  into  the  infinite,  where 
created  minds  are  and  ever  will  be  rmable  to  follow. 


.    PSALM   XXXIX. 

1.  I  said,  I  wiU  take  heed  to  my  ways,  that  I  sin 
not  with  my  tongue  :  I  wiD  keep  my  mouth  with  a 
bridle,  while  the  wicked  is  before  me. 

2.  I  was  dumb  with  silence ;  I  held  my  peace, 
even  from  good ;  and  my  sorrow  was  stirred. 

3.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me;  while  I  was 
musing  the  fire  burned:  then  spake  I  with  my 
tongue. 

4.  Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and  the 
measure  of  my  days,  what  it  is  ;  that  I  may  know 
how  frail  I  am. 

5.  Behold,  thou  hast  made  my  days  as  an  hand- 
breadth,  and  mine  age  is  as  nothing  before  thee : 
verily  every  man  at  his  best  state  is  altogether 
vanity.     Selah. 

6.  Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a  vain  shew : 
surely  they  are  disquieted  in  vain :  he  heapeth  up 
riches,  and  knoweth  not  who  shall  gather  them. 

7.  And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for  t  my  hope  is 
in  thee. 

8.  Deliver  me  from  all  my  transgressions  :  make 
me  not  the  reproach  of  the  foolish. 

9.  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth ;  be- 
cause thou  didst  it. 

10.  Remove  thv  stroke  away  from  me :  I  am 
consumed  by  the  blow  of  thine  hand. 

IL  When  thou  with  rebukes  dost  correct  man 
for  iniquity,  thou  makest  liis  beauty  to  consume 
away  hke  a  moth :  surely  every  man  is  vanity. 
Sela^. 
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12.  Hear  my  prayer,  0  Lord,  and  give  ear  unto 
^7  cry  ;  hold  not  thy  peace  at  my  tears :  for  I  am 
a  stranger  with  thee,  and  a  sojourner,  as  all  my 
fathers  were. 

13.  0  spare  me,  that  I  may  recover  strength,  be- 
fore I  go  hence,  and  be  no  more. 

"  I  said,  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways,  that  I 
sin  not  with  my  tongue  :" 

He  says  in  another  Psalm,  "  I  thought  on  my 
ways,  and  turned  my  feet  \mto  thy  testimonies.'^ 
And  again,  "  I  have  sworn,  and  will  perform  it, 
that  I  will  keep  thy  righteous  judgments.'*  When 
an  army  goes  into  battle,  the  general  who  directs 
their  movements  has  his  plans  laid  down,  and  his 
strategic  movements  all  calculated.  So  the  Chris- 
tian must  daily  enter  into  conflict,  not  at  a  hap- 
hazard, but  fidly  accoutred  with  his  spiritual  ar- 
mour, that  he  may  be  ready  to  stand  in  the  evil 
day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand.  Thus  also  our 
Leader  and  Commander  daily  entered  into  the  war- 
fare ;  he  said,  "  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways,  that 
I  sin  not  with  my  tongue."  And  how  did  he  ac- 
complish to  control  that  member,  which  is  usually 
so  unruly  ? 

"  I  will  keep  my  mouth  with  a  bridle,  while 
the  wicked  is  before  me." 

Christ  was  a  man  of  few  words ;  an  idle  word 
never  passedfrom  his  Ups.  To  this  great  rule  he  stren- 
ously  adhered  all  the  time  he  sojourned  amongst 
men ;  that  his  mouth  should  be  shut,  while  the 
wicked  were  before  him ;  "  he  did  not  strive,  nor 
cry,  nor  cause  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  streets ;" 
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and  yet  we  know  from  the  recorded  history  of 
his  public  life,  that  he  spoke  a  great  deal,  while  the 
wicked  was  before  him :  and  if  he  had  not  done 
so,  how  could  he  have  been  God's  faitliful  witnees 
to  reprove  them  for  the  evil  of  their  doin^t  he 
followed  a  plan,  a  uniform  cornise,  from  which  he 
never  deviated ;  hence  his  words  dropped  as  the 
honey-comb,  and  "  never  man  e^ake  like  this  maa.^ 
He  thus  explains  it : — 

"  I  was  dumb  with  silence ;  I  held  my  peace, 

even  from  good;  and  my  sorrow  waa 

stirred." 
"  My  heart  was  hot  within  me ;  while  I  was 

musing,  the  fire  burned ;  then  spake  I  with 

my  tongue." 

It  is  most  important  to  mark  this ;  Our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  never  spake  "  until  the  spirit  moved 
him  f '  men  laugli  at  the  Quaker  body  (or  Friends 
as  they  call  themselves)  because  they  attempt  to 
follow  his  example,  in  wliich  indeed  they  are  highly 
justified ;  only  they  mistake  a  good  suggestion 
coming  into  their  mind,  for  the  moving  of  the 
spirit;  in  this  they  err,  for  when  God  the  Holy 
Glumt  speaks,  it  is  not  merely  by  a  suggestion,  but 
in  irnth  he  is  the  speaker ;  a  person  who  truly  speaks 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  Goa  possessed ;  just  as  the 
demoniacs  who  spake  were  devil  possessed;  and 
this  was  the  unifonn  nile  of  action  by  our  Lord 
Jesus ;  he  never  spake  but  when  the  spirit  of  God 
spake  by  him,  and  thus  he  could  truly  say  "the 
words  that  I  ppeak  unto  you,  I  speak  not  of  myself, 
but  the  Father  who  dwelleth  in  me."  "  The  spirit 
of  the  Lord  was  upon  him.'*  Li  all  his  intercourse 
with  men,  he  was  silent,  he  was  dumb  with  silence. 


S^i 
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and  even  when  good  was  suggested  to  him  either 
from  God,  or  by  his  own  pure  mind,  still  he  would 
not  speak,  but  continued  musing,  or  meditating  in 
his  heart,  waiting  on  the  Lord  until  the  fire  burned ; 
then  it  was  no  more  he  who  spake,  but  the  spirit 
of  his  Father,  who  spake  in  him.  Thus,  "he, 
through  the  Holy  Ghost  gave  commandments  to 
the  Apostles  whom  he  had  chosen ;"  and  thus  he 
through  the  Holy  Ghost  spake  the  words  of  God 
unto  men.  In  aU  that  ever  came  from  his  lips,  the 
speaker  was  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  so  it  ought 
still  to  be  in  the  church ;  if  the  church  were  in- 
deed baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  then,  "  if  any 
man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of  God." 
Christ  was  truly  the  oracle  of  God ;  not  that  he  was 
not  himself  God,  that  we  must  never  forget,  but  he 
was  also  man  filled  with  the  spirit  of  God,  by  whose 
power  he  cast  out  devils,  and  healed  all  manner  of 
sickness,  and  all  manner  of  disease  among  the 
people ;  and  if  the  church  were  re-instated  in  her 
true  and  original  standing,  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  (which  is  a  reality  and  not  an  empty  name, 
which  they  term  influences,  etc.)  she  would  "  do 
the  works  that  Christ  did,  and  greater  works  than 
his,  because  he  has  ffone  to  the  Father."  If  any 
man  would  be  a  follower  of  Christ,  let  him  pray 
that  he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost  as  he  was  re- 
ceived by  Christians  at  the  first,  and  then  he  will  be 
in  a  position  to  speak  only  when  the  fire  bums, 
which  it  will  do  wmle  he  continue3  to  muse,  and  to 
wait  for  God  to  speak  by  him.  Thus  it  was  in  the 
old  time  with  "  tne  holy  men  of  God,  who  spake 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  Tnere 
is  a  striking  illustration  of  this  divine  power  in  the 
case  of  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  who  wearied  out  with 
imceasing  persecution,  said  in  the  bitterness  of  his 
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heart,  that  he  would  not  make  mention  of  him,  nor 
speak  any  more  in  his  name ;  but  while  he  was 
thus  purposing,  "  I  found  (said  he)  that  his  word 
w-as  in  mine  heart,  as  a  bimiing  fire,  shut  up  in  my 
bones,  and  I  was  weary  with  forbearing,  and  1 
could  not  stay."  (See  Jer.  xx.  9.)  By  this  we  may 
form  some  faint  idea  of  the  miiform  manner  and 
custom  of  oin:  Lord  J^sus,  as  he  tabernacled 
amongst  men — ^the  essence  of  kindness  €«id  com- 
passion— of  love  and  tenderness. 

**  Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and  the 
measure  of  my  dajrg,  what  it  is :  that  I 
may  know  how  frail  I  am." 

In  the  102nd  Psalm,  he  says,  "  My  days  are  like 
a  shadow  that  declineth  ;  and  I  am  withered  like 
grass:"  and  here  he  desires  that  God  wiD  make 
known  to  him  tlie  frail  tenure  of  human  life :  he 
wished  to  see  the  present  life,  not  as  it  is  in  the 
eyes  of  men,  a  coveted  treasure,  which  in  their 
hearts  they  'wish  to  be  spim  out  to  all  generations^ 
but  as  a  tent  or  tabernacle,  which  the  wavfarina: 
traveller  puts  up  at  night,  and  takes  down,  emd 
carries  away  with  him  in  the  morning;  and  this 
is  the  right  way  to  view  everv  present  comfort 
We  hold  them  as  tenants  at  will,  whom  God  may 
at  any  moment  remove,  and  indeed  has  plainly  in- 
timated that  he  will  speedily  remove ;  "  for  the 
days  of  our  years  are  three  score  years  and  ten, 
and  if  by  reason  of  strength  they  be  four  score 
years ;  yet  is  their  strength  th<*n  but  labour  and 
8om>w,  for  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  flv  away." 
Our  Lord  would  have  us  thus  to  regard  all  present 
things,  as  ex'anoscont ;  Kke  the  morning  cloud,  and 
the  earlv  dew,  which  vanisheth  awav.** 
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'^  Behold  thon  hast  made  my  days  as  an  hand- 
breadth  ;  and  mine  age  is  as  nothing  be- 
fore thee." 

When  pien  lived  to  the  age  of  Methuselah,  it 
was  as  nothing  before  God ;  for  the  diflFerence  be- 
tween seventy  and  a  thousand  years,  to  him  whose 
lifetime  is  eternity,  is  but  as  a  watch  in  the  night : 
but  viewed  even  in  our  own  sight,  when  it  is  past, 
what  is  it  but  a  dream  ?  yet,  men  labour  in  the 
fire  for  very  vanity,  and,  notwithstanding  continual 
examples  to  the  contrary,  wiD  persuade  themselves 
that  "  their  houses  shall  continue  for  ever,  and  their 
dwelling  places  to  all  generations." 

"**  Verily  every  man  at  his  best  estate  is  alto- 
gether vanity." 

Man  is  at  his  best  estate  when  he  is  in  the  meri- 
dian of  life,  and  is  admired,  courted,  and  applauded 
by  his  fellow  men ;  distingmshed  by  his  talents, 
and  held  up  as  a  pattern  for  imitation ;  in  the  hey- 
day oi  Hfe,  when  much  goods,  and  many  honours 
seem  to  be  in  store  for  many  years.  Even  then,  he 
is  in  God's  fiight,  altogether  vanity. 

"  Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a  vain  shew : 
surely  they  are  disquieted  in  vain  :  he 
heapeth  up  riches,  and  knoweth  not  who 
shall  gather  them." 

There  is  little  reality  among  men,  but  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  pretence.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  such 
a  man  as  Nathaniel,  of  whom  tlie  Lord  testified, 
that  he  was  "  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no 
guile."  Every  man  walketh  in»a  vain  shew  ;  put- 
25 
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ting  ou  a  mask,  and  assuming  to  be  what  he  is  not ; 
not  occasionally,  but  habitually ;  he  is  one  thing  by 
himself,  and  another  thing  before  men  ;  "  he  loves 
the  praise  of  men  more  than  the  praise  of  God." 
The  anxieW  to  stand  well  np  in  society  is  also  the 
occasion  of  frequent  disquietude.  Men  are  careful 
and  troubled  about  many  things,  not  believing  that 
one  thing  only  is  needful. 

"  And  now  Lord,  what  wait  I  for  ?  my  hope 
is  in  thee." 

Our  Lord  thus  looking  on  the  ways  of  men,  and 
knowing  that  all  was  vanity,  turns  his  eyes  to  him 
from  whom  came  all  his  expectation,  and  in  whom 
all  his  hopes  centred.  What  wait  I  for  ?  all  I  have 
is  from  tliee:  all  I  can  desire,  both  now  and  for 
ever,  is  \vith  thee. 

"  Deliver  me  from  aO  my  transgressions :  make 
me  not  the  reproach  of  the  foolish.** 

God  did  deliver  him  from  all  his  (our)  transgres- 
sions, but  not  until  he  had  expiated  them  on  the 
cross :  for  "  he  bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on 
the  tree,"  "  that  we  being  (thus)  dead  to  suis  might 
Kve  unto  righteousness."  The  foolish  did  reproach, 
they  were  full  of  reproaches  ;  but  the  time  allowed 
was  short.  When  tlie  angel  rolled  away  the  stone, 
and  he  that  had  been  dead  came  foi-tn,  to  die  no 
more,  then  were  their  reproaches  brought  to  silence: 
and  how  much  more  snail  they  cover  themselves 
with  their  own  confusion  as  with  a  mantle,  when 
they  shall  be  arraigned  in  judgment,  before  him 
from  whose  face  the  earth  and  the  heavens  shall 
flee  away. 
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"  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth ;  be- 
cause thou  didst  it." 

Our  Lord  very  often  in  the  Psahns,  aDudes  to  his 
crucifixion,  because  it  was  the  climax  of  his  suffer- 
ings: and  here  is  explained  the  cause  of  his  dignified 
silence  amid  all  the  contumely  and  horrid  treatment 
he  endm-ed ;  "  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth ; 
because  thou  didst  it ;"  he  saw  God  in  it  all,  and 
silently  bore  it  as  coming  from  him.  It  was^  the 
cup  which  his  heavenly  Father  gave  him  to  drink : 
and  as  coming  from  him,  he  drank  it  willingly  even 
to  the  dregs. 

"Remove  thy  stroke  away  from  me;   I  am 
consumed  by  the  blow  of  thine  hand." 

"  He  was  stricken,  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted ;" 
and  this  prayer  or  petition  that  God  would  remove 
the  stroke  away  from  him  is  the  same  with  the 
prayer  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  "  Let  this  cup 
pass  from  me;"  but  yet  in  perfect  submission  to 
the  will  of  his  Father.  The  hand  of  God  was 
heavy  upon  him ;  and  how  could  it  be  light,  seeing 
that  the  sios  of  all  mankind  in  every  age  were 
chargeable  against  him  ?  The  guilt  of  all  flesh  was 
upon  him,  and  he  endured  the  penalty ;  being  ac- 
cursed of  God,  he  was  consumed  by  the  blow  of  his 
hand ;  "  and  who  shall  declare  his  generation  t  for 
he  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living ;  for  the 
transgression  of  my  people  was  he  stricken." 

"When  thou  with  rebukes  dost  correct  man 
for  iniquity,  thou  makest  his  beauty  to 
consume  away  like  a  moth ;  surely  every 
man  is  vanity." 
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"  When  God  hides  his  face  we  are  troubled,  when 
he  taketh  away  our  breath,  w«  die  and  return  to  our 
dust."  **  We  are  consumed  by  his  anger,  and  by 
his  wrath  are  we  troubled."  When  the  mandate 
goes  forth,  who  can  revoke  it  ?  "  He  tumeth  man 
to  destruction,  and  sayest,  Return  ye  children  of 
men ;"  then  indeed  he  maketh  their  oeauty  to  con- 
sume away  like  a  moth ;  '^  their  beauty  shall  con- 
sume in  the  ^ave  from  their  dwelling." 

"  Hear  my  prayer,  0  Lord :  give  ear  unto  my 
cry ;  hold  not  thj  peace  at  my  tears ;  for 
I  am  a  stranger  with  thee,  and  a  sojourner, 
as  all  my  fatners  were." 

The  last  verse  was  a  soUloquy  on  the  frailty  of 
man,  when  the  hand  of  God  is  lifted  up  against  him. 
Now  the  Lord  retiums  to  the  matter  in  hand,  that 
God  would  hear  his  prayer ;  thus  leaving  us  an  ex- 
ample that  true  prayer  is  always  intent  upon  re- 
ceiving an  answer  from  God.  The  tears  of  Christ 
were  precious  in  the  sight  of  God ;  "  they  were  put 
into  his  bottle,"  and  moved  him  to  the  depths  of  his 
soul;  his  groanings  were  not  hid  from  him,  but 
were  all  fully  shared  in  by  him,  with  "  groanings 
which  cannot  be  uttered."  How  precious  it  shoiud 
be  to  us,  to  behold  the  Son  of  God  who  came  down 
from  heaven,  «o  identifying  himself  with  our  race 
as  to  speak  of  tlK>8e  who  went  before,  as  his  fathers. 
They  accoimted  themselves  strangers  and  pilgrims 
upon  the  earth,  because  the  time  for  inheritance 
was  not  yet  come.  Thus  it  was  with  Abraham, 
Isaac,  ana  Jacob,  to  whom  God  had  promised  the 
earth  for  an  everlasting  inheritance. 

**  0  spare  me  that  I  may  recover  strength,  be- 
fore I  go  hence,  and  be  no  more." 
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Such  language  in  the  mouth  of  the  Holy  one  of 
God  seems  difficult  to  comprehend ;  yet  in  the  next 
or  40th  Psahn  where  he  is  mdisputably  the  speaker, 
he  uses  still  stronger  expressions  ;  so  that  we  may 
confidently  believe  that  he  did  pray  to  his  Father, 
that  he  would  not  bring  on  the  great  crisis  until  he 
had  strength  to  undergo  it ;  and  that  his  prayer  was 
heard,  is  certain,  for  it  is  written,  "  there  was  seen 
an  angel  from  heaven  strengthening  him.'* 


PSALM    XL. 

1.  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord ;  and  he  in- 
clined unto  me,  and  heard  my  ciy. 

2.  He  brought  me  up  also  out  of  an  horrible  pit, 
out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock 
and  established  my  goings. 

3.  And  he  hath  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouth, 
even  praise  unto  our  God :  many  snail  see  it,  and 
fear,  and  shall  trust  in  the  Lord. 

4.  Blessed  is  that  man  that  maketh  the  Lord  his 
trust,  and  respecteth  not  the  proud,  nor  such  as  turn 
aside  to  lies. 

5.  Many,  0  Lord  my  God,  are  thy  wonderful 
works  which  thou  hast  done,  and  thy  thoughts 
which  are  to  us-ward ;  they  cannot  be  reckoned  up 
in  order  imto  thee  :  if  I  would  declare  and  speak  of 
them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered. 

6.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didst  not  desire ; 
mine  ears  hast  thou  opened ;  burnt  offering  and  sin 
offering  hast  thou  not  required. 

7.  Then  said  I,  Lo,  I  come :  in  the  volume  of  the 
book  it  is  written  of  me, 

8.  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  0  my  God :  yea,  thy 
law  is  withm  my  heart. 

9.  I  have  preached  righteousness  in  the  great 
congregation:  lo,  I  have  not  refrained  my  lips* 
O  Lord,  thou  knowest. 

10.  I  have  not  hid  thy  righteousness  within  my 
heart ;  I  have  declared  thy  faithfulness  and  thy 
salvation;  I  have  not  concealed  thy  loving-kind- 
ness and  thy  truth  from  the  great  congregation. 
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11.  Withhold  not  thou  thy  tender  mercies  from 
me,  O  Lord ;  let  thy  loving-kinduea*  and  thy  truth 
continually  preserve  me. 

12.  For  innumerable  evils  have  compassed  me 
about :  mine  iniquites  have  taken  hold  upon  me, 
so  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up :  they  are  more 
than  the  hairs  of  mine  head ;  therefore  my  heart 
faileth  me. 

13.  Be  pleased,  0  Lord  to  deliver  me :  O  Lord 
make  haste  to  help  me. 

14.  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  confounded  to- 
gether that  seek  after  my  soul  to  destroy  it ;  let 
them  be  driven  backward  and  put  to  ejiame  that 
wish  me  evil. 

15.  Let  them  be  desolate  for  a  reward  of  their 
shame  that  say  unto  me,  Aha,  aha  I 

16.  Let  all  those  that. seek  thee  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  thee  :  let  such  as  love  thy  salvation  say  con- 
tinually. The  Lord  be  magnifiecL 

17.  But  I  am  poor  and  needy;  yet  the  Lord 
thinketh  upon  me  :  thou  art  my  help  and  my  de- 
liverer ;  make  no  tarrying,  O  my  Goi 

^  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord ;  and  he  in- 
clined imto  me,  and  heard  my  cry." 

Jesus  endured  the  hiding  of  his  Father's  face 
while  suspended  on  the  cross ;  but  his  confidence 
was  unshaken,  because  he  had  the  testimony  of  a 
good  conscience,  and  therefore  he  waited  patiently 
tor  the  light  of  God's  countenance  again  to  return. 
During  those  hours  of  mortal  agony,  few  were  the 
words  he  spake  to  men;  but  unceasing  were  his 
mental  aspii*ations.  He  was  instant  in  silent  prayer, 
which  increased  in  fervour,  until  his  voice  could  not 
be  restrained,  and  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  ''  My 
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God,  my  God,  why  hajst  thou  foi-saken  me  t"  and 
agaiu  relapsed  into  silence,  when  no  doubt  the 
words  succeeding  those,  uttered  aloud,  woidd  fol- 
low, "  why  art  thou  so  far  from  helping  me,  and 
from  the  words  of  mv  roaring  !  Thus  he  continued 
waiting  for  the  Lord,  who  at  length  inclined  unto 
him,  and  brought  his  sufferings  to  an  everlasting 
end  :  he  gave  up  the  ghost.  After  he  laid  down  his 
life,  "  he  went  and  rweached  unto  the  spirits  m 
prison;''  he  descended  into  hell — ^into  the  lowest  hell, 
where  were  assembled  the  spirits  of  that  rebellious 
generation,  who  first  tasted  of  death  ;  to  whom  he 
preached  the  gospel ;  and  from  thence  on  the  third 
day  he  emerged  mto  life. 

"  He  brought  me  up  also  out  of  an  horrible  pit, 
out  of  the  miry  clay." 

This  is  the  description  of  one  who  has  actually 
been  down  into  that  terrible  abyss,  where  the  spirits 
of  all  go  who  die  in  their  sin^:  he  calls  it  a  horrible 
pit ;  and  ^ntli  him  is  no  exaggerated  representation 
How  dreadful  then  must  be  the  condition  of  aU  who 
are  there  ;  and  there  without  any  hope  of  ever  bet- 
tering their  situation  I  but  on  the  contrary,  the  awful 
certamty  that  this  terrible  desolation  is  but  the  pre- 
cursor of  the  fiery  indignation  of  God,  which  in  the 
form  of  positive  torment  will  rest  upon  them  for 
ever.  0,  that  men  would  consider,  and  turn  unto 
the  Lord,  whilst  he  is  still  to  be  found  upon  the 
throne  of  gi-ace  !  Jesus  went  down  thither  of  ne- 
cessity, for  as  he  represented  all  flesh,  and  died  for 
all  flesh,  so  had  he  to  go  down  to  the  place  of  the 
lost ;  and  not  until  he  had  this  done,  was  he  dis- 
charged, and  we  in  him ;  for  now  is  Christ  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  our  faith  in  him  is  not  vain,  for 
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we  are  not  now  in  OTir  sins,  Christ  being  riMU  is  the 
demonstration  to  us  that  our  sins  are  indeed  purged  or 
blotted  out ;  for  so  it  is  written,  that  "  when  he  had 
by  himself  purgecj  our  sins,  he  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  God,"  therefore  no  man  is  a  believer 
in  Christ  who  is  not  believing  that  his  iniquities  are 
forgiven,  and  that  God  now  waiteth  to  be  gracious. 
Is  there  then,  no  condemnation  ?  There  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  who  believe.  Believe  what  ? 
"  That  Christ  was  deUvered  for  our  offences,  and  was 
raised  again  for  our  justification."  This  doctrine  is 
according  to  godliness ;  and  wherever  it  is  cordially 
received,  it  bringeth  forth  fruit ;  even  in  all  such  as 
know  the  grace  of  God  in  truth ;  we  are  thereby 
reconciled  to  God,  and  are  no  longer  alienated  from 
him. 

"  And  he  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock." 

The  time  of  our  Lord's  "  temptations"  being  now 
past,  and  the  mighty  work  of  our  redemption  ac- 
complished, after  he  had  descended  into  the  lowest 
hell,  then  came  the  hoivc  of  deliverance ;  the  great 
state  prisoner  was  Uberated,  because  against  him, 
personally,  there  was  no  charge ;  and  tne  guilt  of 
mankind,  which  lay  on  him,  was  expiated  by  his 
death  ;  he  died  with  all  our  sins  upon  him,  tluck  as 
the  bristles  of  the  porcupine ;  wnen  he  rose,  his 
soul  was  stainless  and  pure  as  the  driven  snow,  and 
we  are  represented  in  him,  and  are  complete  in  him. 
Now,  therefore,  he  is  worthy  to  be  exalted,  and 
that  his  feet  should  be  set  upon  a  rock ;  Le,  that 
his  position  should  henceforth  be  one  of  safety,  and 
perfect  security ;  that  he  should  die  no  more ;  "  that 
death  should  have  no  more  dominion  over  him." 

'^  And  established  my  goings." 
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Thw  word  "  established,';  in  scripture  always  sig- 
nifies  permanence;  everlasting  duration ;  thus  ni  the 
93rd  Psalm,  ^'  the  world  shall  be  established  that  it 
cannot  be  moved ;"  and  in  the  119th  Psalm,  *'thou 
hast  established  the  earth,  and  it  abideth ;  so  shaD 
his  going3  be  established ;  as  it  is  written  of  him, 
*^  As  for  me,  thou  upholdest  me  in  mine  integrity, 
and  settest  me  before  thy  face  for  ever." 


^*  And  he  hath  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouib, 
even  praise  imto  our  God. 

We  do  not  know  the  words  of  this  new  song,  but 
the  burden  of  it  is,  ** praise  unto  our  God;"  for  all  the 
glory  of  the  work  of  redemption  belongs  to  God. 

"  Many  shall  see  it,  and  fear,  and  shall  trust  in 
the  Lord." 

This  glorious  work  of  Christ  will  never  pass  out 
of  remembrance,  for  thus  saith  God  the  Father,  "  I 
will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  to  all  gene- 
rations, therefore  shall  the  people  praise  thee  for 
ever  and  ever."  Many  have  seen  and  gloried  in 
the  cross  of  Christ,  and  many  shall  yet  see  it,  and 
fear ;  "  for  therein  is  revealed  from  heaven,  the  wrath 
of  God  against  all  unrighteousness,  and  ungodliness 
of  men ;"  inasmuch  as  the  sacrifice  of  God's  own 
Son  is  an  awful  testimony  to  the  enormity  of  sin. 
**  Many  shall  see  it,  and  shall  trust  in  the  Lord,"  for 
therein  is  given  to  sinners  a  strong  foundation  for 
confidence.  "Mercy  and  truth  have  met  together ; 
righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other: 
truth  hath  spnuig  from  the  earth,  and  righteous- 
ness hath  looKcd  down  from  heaven." 
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**'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  maketh  the  Lord  his 
trust." 

The  man  who  believes  that  Christ  died  for  his 
sins,  he  is  "the  man  that  maketh  the  Lord  his  trust ;" 
and  the  same  is  blessed,  for  all  his  fears  are  removed, 
all  his  cares  and  burdens  are  cast  on  God,  and  his 
hopes  are  bright  and  fiill  of  immortality. 

"  And  respecteth  not  the  proud,  ncrr  such  as 
turn  aside  to  lies." 

"  In  whose  eyes  a  vile  person  is  contemned,  but 
he  hotM)ureth  them  that  fear  the  Lord ;"  he  w31  not 
mind  high  things^  nor  such  as  are  lifted  up  in  pride, 
(who  are  usually  found  among  the  titled  or  the 
opulent,)  but  will  condescend  to  men  of  low  estate. 
When  Jesus  walked  among  the  poor,  he  was  gra- 
cious and  condescending,  but  to  the  great  ones  of 
the  eaith  he  preserved  a  dignified  silencer  Herod 
he  called  a  fox:  the  scribes  and  jdiarisees  who  were 
the  rulers  of  the  people,  of  them  he  said,  "  Ye  ser^^ 
pents,  ye  generafion  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape 
the  damnation  of  hell."  The  maai  of  God  will  not 
fawn  upon  the  great,  nor  shew  respect  to  those 
that  are  lifted  up  in  pride ;  but  like  St.  Paul  will 
say,  "  of  those  \ma  seem  to  be  somewhat,  whatso-^ 
ever  they  were,  maketh  no  matter  to  nae,  God 
accepteth  no  manls-  person." 
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Many,  0  Lord  my  God,  are  thy  wonderful 
works  which  thou  hast  done,  and  thy 
thoughts  which  are  to  us-ward ;  they 
cannot  be  reckoned  up  in  order  imto 
thee  ;  if  I  would  declare  and  speak  of 
them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  num- 
bered." 
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**  Sacrifice  and  offering  tl 


We  now  come  to  that  j)a; 
Psalm,  which  clearly  defines 
none  other  than  the  Son  of 
whole  Psalm  must  be  admitted 
of  one  and  the  same  person  th 
can  it  apply,  but  to  him  who  ci 
ven  to  do  that  great  work,  of 
under  the  law  were  but  the  tyj 

*'  Hath  the  Lord"  says  Samu< 
in  burnt  oflFerings  and  sacrifice 
voice  of  the  Lord  f  behold,  to 
sacrifice,  and  to  hearken  thai 
"  To  what  purpose  is  the-  mu 
rifices  unto  me,  saith  the  Lor< 
burnt  oflFerings  of  rams,  and  tt 
and  I  delight  not  in  the  bloo( 
lambe,  or  of  he-goats.     When 
before  me,  who  hath  required  tl 
tread  my  courts  1"    Almough 
oflTering  of  animal  sacrifices ;  api 
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He  who  counted  it  no  robbery,  to  be  equal  with 
God,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  not 
simply  for  a  tune,  but  for  ever ;  and  bo  it  is  written, 
"  Thou  art  an  high  priest  for  ever  after  the  order 
of  Melchizedek."  God  commanded  by  Moses  that 
no  Hebrew  should  remain  a  bond-man  after  a  given 
number  of  years,  imless  with  his  own  hearty  con- 
currence ;  and  that  being  given,  his  ears  should  be 
bored  through  with  an  awl;  and  from  that  time  he 
became  a  servant  to  his  master  for  ever.  When 
his  ears  were  thus  opened,  with  his  own  full  concur- 
rence, he  was  then  declared  to  be  a  willing  servant, 
and  assigned  to  his  master  in  perpetuitv ;  and  so 
did  our  Lord  Jesus  thus  volimtarily  humble  himself 
to  be  a  Servant,  and  his  ears  being  opened  pro- 
noimces  him  a  Servant  for  ever. 

"  Burnt  oiFeriug  and  sin  offering  hast  thou  not 
required." 

God  did  require  burnt  offering,  but  only  as  a 
means  to  an  end ;  as  shadows  to  foreshow  and 
represent  the  substance.  Of  the  blood  of  the  sin 
offerings  sprinkled  upon  the  altar,  and  carried  into 
the  most  holy  place,  Christ  could  say,  "  This  is  my 
blood  ;"  just  as  he  said  of  the  wine  which  he  gave 
in  the  cup  to  his  disciples-^neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  was  his  blood  but  infigurey  in  symbol  or  repre- 
sentation ;  and  as  it  would  have  been  blasphemy 
in  the  priests  who  offered  sacrifice  to  say  of  the 
blood — this  is  the  blood  of  Messiah,  not  in  figure, 
but  in  reality — so  it  is  blasphemy  in  the  Romish 
Church  or  in  any  church,  to  say  of  the  wine  in  the 
cup,  "  this  is  the  blood  of  Christ,  not  in  symbol  but 
as  a  verity."  This  is  not  to  commemorate  his 
death;  but  to  pervert  it  into  a  hideous  and  idola- 
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trous  lie ;  he  offered  up  his  life  once,  and  that  once 
was  all  sufficient  with  God-  The  sacrifice  of  the 
Mass  is  therefore  an  utter  abomination  in  his  sight. 
By  burnt  offering  and  sin  offering  no  flesh  could 
be  justified,  and  therefore  no  flesh  could  be  saved. 
By  them  mercy  and  truth  could  never  have  been 
brought  together :  and  if  God  could  not  bring  these 
his  holy  attributes  into  harmony,  either  he  must 
cease  to  be  a  righteous  God,  or  mankind  be  doomed 
as  the  fallen  angels  have  been,  to  endless  destruc- 
tion : — and  no  doubt  when  Satan  accomplished  the 
fall  of  Adam  and  Eve,  he  deemed  their  fall,  like  his 
own,  inecoverable  ;  nojb  conceiving  of  any  possible 
way  by  which  God  could  save  them,  compatibly 
w4th  liis  own  divine  rectitude ;  and  it  must-  have 
somMied  very  strange  in  his  ears,  when  the  announce- 
ment was  made  that  "the  seed  of  the  woman 
should  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent !"  who  the  seed 
of  the  woman  should  be,  he  could  only  come  to 
ascertain  through  the  gradual  tmfolding  of  the 
divine  plan,  which  be  no  doubt  closely  watched, 
with  a  view  to  frustrate ;  and  when  the  seed  did 
at  length  appear,  he  did  his  best  to  strangle  it  in 
its  birth  ;  "  to  devour  the  child  as  soon  as  it  should 
be  bom  ;"  but  in  this  he  was  frustrated,  as  he  ever 
had  been,  and  wll  be,  iiji  all  his  efforts  to  counter- 
work the  p^irposes  of  God,  so  as  to  render  them 
abortive.  God  is  infinitely  more  skilful  than  Satan, 
with  all  his  lengthened  experience,  and  will  subvert 
and  bring  into  contempt  all  his  devices ;  for  "  The 
coimsels  of  the  Lord,  they  shall  stand,  and  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations.'* 

^*  Then  said  I,  Lo  I  come ;  in  the  voliune  of 
the  book  it  is  written  of  me." 
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"If  there  had  been  a  law  given  which  conld  have 
given  life,  verily  righteousness  should  have  been 
by  the  law ;"  and  if  animal  sacrifices  could  have 
atoned  for  guilt  in  the  sight  of  God,  verily  sin 
would  have  been  by  them  expunged :  but  as  the 
cup  could  not  pass  from  the  Son  of  God  unless  he 
drank  it,  so  could  not  man  be  saved  unless  by  God 
himself  becoming  his  ransom.  "  Then  said  I."  To 
whom?  To  whom  did  he  speak?  He  spake  to 
Him,  to  whom  sacrifice  and  offering  was  imaccept- 
able,  as  being  altogether  inadequate  as  an  atone- 
ment for  guilt.  He  offered  himself  to  the  Father, 
and  was  accepted,  and  being  accepted  he  was  sent. 
The  Father  sanctified  (or  consecrated)  and  sent 
him  into  the  world — "  neither  came  I  of  myself,  but 
He  sent  me."  There  was  a  counsel  in  the  godhead, 
as  there  was  at  the  creation  of  man,  as  it  is  written, 
"Let  us  make  man  in  our  own  image."  So  also  at 
the  fall  of  man,  as  is  apparent  from  these  words ; 
not  that  the  counsel  then  took  place,  for  Christ  is 
declared  to  be  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world ;  but  from  the  imperfection  of  human 
faculties,  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  date  to  that 
which  may  have  existed  from  everlastinff.  But  at 
whatever  distance  of  time  in  the  past  he  uttered 
these  words,  it  is  to  God  the  Father  that  they  are 
uttered,  as  appears  from  the  context ;  and  in  these 
words  are  also  shown  the  necessity  of  the  case : 
there  is  no  alternative  :  "  sacrifice  and  offerin 
thou  wouldest  not,  neither  hadst  pleasure  therein. 
"  Then  said  L"  The  great  thing  required  was  a  sac- 
rifice commensurate  with  the  enormityofffuilt,  which 
God  could  accept ;  and  nothing  short  of  the  sacri- 
fice of  Christ  could  justify  God  m  justifying  the  un- 
godly who  believe  on  Jesus.  In  the  words,  "  Lo  I 
come,"  is  plainly  declared  his  pre-existence ;  for  he 


4()0  THE  LAW  OP  GOD  WAS  fflS  DELIGHT 

speaks  as  one  who  had  existed  before  the  work  he 
had  undertaken  was  commenced;  and  again  the 
words  shew  that  although  the  Father  sent  hinn,  it 
was  with  his  own  full  and  perfect  acquiescence :  he 
came  to  laj  down  his  life,  *'  no  man  took  it  from 
him,  but  he  laid  it  down  of  himself ;"  therefore  (saith 
he)  "  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down 
my  life,  that  I  might  take  it  again."  It  was  not 
until  the  world  was  four  thousand  years  old,  that 
he  actually  did  come.  All  that  went  before  was 
preparatory;  and  a  record  of  those  preparatory 
things  was  made,  which  record  is  here  called  "  the 
volume  of  the  book."  The  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  a  coming  Saviour  dawned  very  gradually  upon 
the  world ;  but  though  gradual,  it  was  progressive, 
and  continued  to  increase  until  the  expectation  in 
Judah,  and  in  Samaria,  and  even  among  the  Gen- 
tiles was  imiversal,  that  Messiah,  or  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  Uving  God  was  to  appear  among  men  ;  and 
appear  he  did,  and  fulfilled  all  things  which  were 
written  in  the  volume  of  the  book,  concerning  him, 
as  regarded  his  first  coming. 

"  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  0  my  God :  yea, 
thy  law  is  within  my  heart" 

Now  he  is  come,  and  this  is  the  testimony  which 
he  bears  of  himself,  and  which  testimony  is  borne 
out  by  God,  that  his  delight  was  to  do  the  will  of 
God,  and  that  God's  law,  so  far  from  being  irksome, 
or  burdensome,  or  grievous,  was  in  perfect  conso- 
nance with  his  own  heart.  Here,  then,  was  one 
fitted  to  be  our  new  representative ;  one  whose 
delight  was  in  "  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  whose 
law  lie  meditated  day  and  night."  From  the  first 
he  knew  no  sin,  and  never  had  a  thought  diver- 
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ging  a  hair'e-breadth  from  the  will  of  his  Father, 
whom  he  declares  here  to  be  "  his  God ;"  an  appro- 
priation which  is  expressive  of  great  confidence, 
and  in  which  all  true  christians  participate.  Both 
saints  and  angels  speak  of  God  as  **  our^'  God,  and 
so  will  every  man,  who,  knowing  him  in  Christ, 
waits  for  his  salvation. 

*'  I  have  preached  righteousness  in  the  ^eat 
congregation ;  lo,  I  have  not  refrained  my 
lips,  O  Lord,  thou  knowest." 

"  I  have  not  hid  thy  righteousness  within  my 
heart;  I  have  declared  thy  faithfulness 
and  thy  salvation ;  I  have  not  concealed 
thy  loving-kindness  and  thy  truth  from 
the  great  congregation." 

The  ^eat  congregation,  to  whom  our  Lord 
preached  righteousness,  met  at  Jerusalem,  at  the 
three  stated  feasts,  at  which  all  the  Jews  were  ex- 
pected to  be  present ;  and  which  sometimes,  eft- 
Secialljr  at  the  Passover,  numbered  several  millions, 
esus  mdeed  preached  in  all  their  synagogues,  and 
often  to  multitudes  bv  the  Lake  of  Galilee,  and  in 
the  deserts,  where  thousands  were  sometimes  as- 
sembled ;  but  the  "  great  congregation"  certainly 
relates  to  the  immense  gathering  of  all  Israel  to  the 
solemn  feasts.  There  he  preached  righteousness ; 
and  said,  "  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know 
of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether 
I  speak  of  myself;"  he  appeals  to  God  for  the  truth 
of  bis  assertion,  that  he  nad  not  refrained  his  lips ; 
three  times  in  various  words,  he  repeats  this  solemn 
declaration ;  first,  in  not  refraining  his  lips,  when 
silence  would  have  freed  him  from  persecution; 
26 
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secondly,  in  not  hiding  the  righteotuBness  of  God 
within  nis  heart ;  and  thirdly,  in  not  concealing 
God's  loving-kindness  and  trath  from  the  great 
congregation.  The  records  we  have  of  his  life, 
fully  justify,  and  more  than  justify  all  his  solemn 
asseverations, "  for  never  man  spake  like  this  man;** 
never  was  such  undaunted  boldness,  combined  with 
the  purest  love  and  gentleness ;  he  never  shrunk 
from  testifying  the  most  unpleasant  things ;  upset- 
ting and  oflFending  all  their  prejudices,  when  the 
interests  of  truth  required  it.  He  cared  for  no  man, 
i,e.  he  regarded  not  the  person  of  men,  nor  their 
feelings,  when  they  stood  in  the  way  of  declaring 
God's  truth :  he  was  the  "  Faithful  witness,"  faith- 
ful in  testifying  concerning  God  all  the  truth  re- 
garding Him ;  and  faithful  in  testifying  to  every 
man  his  true  state  and  character ;  his  knowledge 
of  both  enabled  him  to  speak  freely  of  both ;  and 
he  did  speak,  and  was  not  silent ;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  he  was  hated  and  persecuted, 
and  killed  ;  for  they  condemned  the  innocent  blood, 
knowing  well  in  their  hearts,  that  they  had  no  just 
groimds  of  accusation  against  him.  "  He  preached 
righteousness;"  witness  his  discourse  called  "the  ser- 
mon on  the  mount,"  in  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  chapters 
of  Matthew ;  never  had  such  a  discourse  been  de- 
livered before,  for  he  spake  as  one  having  authority 
and  not  as  the  scribes  ;  and  shewed  the  multitudes, 
who  looked  up  to  the  scribes  and  pharisees  as  men 
of  high  standing  in  religion,  that  "  except  their  right- 
eousness should  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the 
scribes  and  pharisees,  they  should  in  no  case  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven," 

**  Withhold  not  thou  thy  tender  mercies  from 
me,  0  Lord." 
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**  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works;"  how  then  should  Christ  pray 
that  God  would  not  withhold  them  from  him  I  Be- 
canse  he  was  made  sin  for  ns :  the  accnmulated 
guilt  of  millions  lay  at  his  door,  and  he  had  to  an- 
swer to  God  as  truly  as  if  he  himself  had  been  the 
perpetrator ;  "for  the  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquity 
of  us  alL"    Considering  himself  therefore  as  the 

freat  transgressor,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
e  should  thus  plead  with  God ;  while  the  necessiiy 
for  such  a  prayer  shews,  that  God  might  with  per- 
fect justice  have  withheld  his  tender  mercies  from 
Christ;  even  his  salvation.  We  are  indebted  there- 
fore to  the  goodness  of  God,  for  not  withholding 
them  from  us  in  the  person  of  our  great  represen- 
tative, the  second  Adam;  we  have  no  claim  of 
right.  The  tender  mercies  of  God  to  Christ  on  our 
behalf,  and  to  us  through  Christ,  proceed  purely 
from  his  own  beneficence  and  good-will  to  man. 

"For  innumerable  evils  have  compassed  me 
about;  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold 
upon  me,  so  that  I  am  not  able  to  look 
up  ;  thev  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my 
head ;  therefore  my  heart  hath  failed  me." 

This  confession  of  innumerable  sins  is  the  ex- 
planation of  his  pleading  with  God,  that  he  would 
not  withhold  his  tender  mercies  from  him;  and 
clearly  shews  that  he  went  about  aU  his  life  with 
this  terrible  burden  resting  upon  him ;  even  the 
guilt  of  all  manldnd :  of  himself  personaUv,  he  said, 
"  I  delight  to  do  thy  will  O  God,  yea,  thy  law  is 
within  my  heart,"  while,  as  the  head  and  represen- 
tative of  men,  he  was  the  great,  the  only  transgres- 
sor:  it  ia  indeed  true  that  our  sms  were  laid  on 
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liim,  and  equally  so  that  his  righteousness  is  imputed 
to  us.  As  Christ  is  indisputably  the  s{)eaker  from 
begining  to  end  of  this  rsalm,  and  in  it  fully  con- 
fesses guilt  of  the  deepest  dye,  we  ought  not  to 
reject  the  other  Psalms,  where  similar  language  is 
used,  although  we  have  not  the  same  dear  evidence 
that  he  is  the  speaker.  We  know  that  he  is  the  ex- 
press image  of  God,  and  did  no  sin,  and  need 
not  be  at  any  loss  to  know  that  always  where  h© 
speaks  of  himself  tu9  a  transgressor,  it  is  with  re- 
ference to  us,  whose  sins  he  bare  of  his  own  im- 
speakable  grace ;  who  "though  he  was  rich,  for  our 
sakes  became  poor,  that  we  through  his  poverty 
might  become  rich. 

"  Be  pleased,  0  Lord,  to  dcEver  me ;  0  Lord, 
make  haste  to  help  me." 

Bowed  down  under  a  sense  of  the  greatness  of 
iniquiiy  lying  upon  him,  he  prays  for  deliverance ; 
that  the  burden  might  be  removed,  that  the  cup 
might  pass  from  him,  or  if  not,  that  he  might  be 
strengthened  to  drink  it,  and  then  find  deliverance : 
in  himself  he  was  without  strength,  his  help  came 
from  God,  hence  his  prayer,  "  0  Lord,  make  haste 
to  help  me." 

"  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  confounded  to- 
gether that  seek  after  my  life  to  destroy 
it :  let  them  be  driven  backward  and  put 
to  confusion  that  wish  me  eviL" 

"  Let  them  be  desolate  for  a  reward  of  their 
shame,  that  say  imto  me,  alia,  aha  t" 

AH  that  are  enemies  to  Christ,  and  to  his  righteous 
cause,  shall  be  "put  to  shame,  and  everlasting  con- 
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tempt ;"  ''they  shall  be  an  abhorring  to  all  fleeh ;" 
ashamed,  confomidedy  driven  bacKward,  put  ta 
confusion,  and  made  desolate  for  ever.  The  haters 
of  Christ  are  the  haters  of  God,  and  all  who 
hate  him  shall  perish.  There  is  a  day  of  wrath 
approaching,  when  "  he  who  made  them,  will  not 
have  mercy  on  them,  and  God  who  formed  them 
will  shew  tiiem  no  favour*** 

**  Let  an  those  that  seek  thee,  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  thee;  and  let  such  as  love  thy 
salvation,  say  continually,  The  Lord  be 
magnified." 

Why  should  tibose  that  seek  God  rejoice  ?  Be^- 
cause  they  have  chosen  the  good  part  which  shall 
not  be  taken  from  them.  Because  in  finding  God 
they  find  the  true  life  of  the  soul ;  for  he  is  the 
fountain  of  life.  They  that  love  God's  salvation 
have  then^elves  embraced  it,  and  wait  for  it ;  they 
know  it  to  be  the  pearl  of  great  price ;  and  count 
all  besides  as  dross  in  comparison :  the  hi^h  praises 
of  God  will  be  in  their  mouth ;  they  will  say  con- 
tinuallv,  "  The  Lord  be  magnified,"  and  his  holy 
name  be  exalted. 

"  But  I  am  poor  and  needy.*' 

He  who  had  been  rich,  for  our  sakes  became 
poor ;  so  poor  that  the  **  foxes  had  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  had  nests,  but  the  Son  of  man  had 
not  where  to  lay  his  head;*'  he  divested  him- 
self of  all  his  glory,  and  became  an  empty  vessel, 
that  he  might  oe  filled  with  all  the  fullness  of  God ; 
he  was  also  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  as  he  saith  in 
the  119th  Psalm,  **  I  am  small  and  despised,  yet  do 
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I  not  forget  thy  precepts."  and  again  in  the  22nd 
Baalm,  ''1  am  a  worm,  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of 
men,  and  despised  of  the  people." 

**  Tet  the  Lord  thinketh  on  me ;  then  art  my 
help  and  deliverer :  make  no  tarrying,  0 
my  God" 

The  Lord  did  think  on  him ;  his  sonl  delighted  in 
him,  and  he  said,  ^^  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased :"  he  was  engraven  upon 
the  palms  of  his  hands ;  and  his  precious  image  was 
continually  before  him.  God  was  also  his  continual 
help  and  support  all  the  time  of  his  pillage; 
and  in  the  end,  his  mighty  deliverer : — ^in  a  mo- 
ment ^uickenin^  his  inanimate  bod^  into  life,  and 
changmg  it  by  his  almighty  power ;  imparting  pro- 
perties of  a  new  and  glorious  description — spiritual, 
yet  tangible :  "  great  m  power  and  in  might, '  as  the 
angels  who  excel  in  strength:  filled  with  glory, 
honour,  and  immortality.  **  God  hath  given  to 
him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name,  that  at 
the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things 
in  heaven,  and  things  on  earth,  and  things  under 
the  earth,  and  every  tongue  confess,  that  he  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 
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1.  Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor:  ther 
Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of  trouble. 

2.  The  Lord  will  preserve  him,  and  keep  him 
alive ;  and  he  shall  be  blessed  upon  the  earth :  and 
thou  wilt  not  deliver  him  into  the  will  of  his 
enemies. 

3.  The  Lord  wiD  strengthen  him  upon  the  bed  of 
languishing :  thou  wilt  make  aU  his  bed  in  his  sick- 
ness. 

4.  I  said,  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me :  heal  my 
soul ;  for  I  have  sinned  against  thee. 

5.  Mine  enemies  speak  evil  of  me,  When  shall  he- 
die,  and  his  name  perish  1 

6.  And  if  he  come  to  see  me,  he  speaketh  vanitv : 
his  heart  gathereth  iniquity  to  itself;  when  he 
goeth  abroad,  he  telleth  it. 

7.  All  that  hate  me  whisper  together  against 
me  :  against  me  do  they  devise  my  hurt. 

8.  An  evil  disease,  say  they,  cleaveth  fast  unto 
him :  and  now  that  he  lieth  he  shall  rise  up  no 
more. 

9.  Yea,  nune  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom  I 
trusted,  which  did  eat  of  my  bread,  hath  lifted  up 
his  heel  against  me. 

10.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  be  merciful  imto  me,  and 
raise  me  up,  that  1  may  requite  them. 

11.  By  this  I  know  that  thou  favourest  me,  bo- 
cause  mine  enemy  doth  not  triumph  over  me. 

12.  And  as  for  me,  thou  upholdest  me  in  mino 
integrity,  and  settest  me  before  thy  face  for  ever. 

13.  Blessed  bo  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  from  ever* 
lasting  and  to  everlasting.    Amen,  and  Amen. 
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**  Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor :  the 
Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of  trouble." 

Christ  was  a  teacher  sent  from  God.  He  came 
to  instnict  lis  how  we  ought  to  walk  and  to  please 
God :  first  in  acquainting  ourselves  with  Goa ;  and 
thus  obtaining  peace ;  then  to  ^  on  in  the  paths 
of  righteousness.  There  is  nothmg  with  which  God 
is  better  pleased  than  a  habitual  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor.  "  The  poor  we  have  always 
with  us  and  ^ensoever  we  will  we  can  do  them 

good :"  ^^  he  that  ^veth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  to  the 
lOrd ;  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he  repay 
hJTn  again:"  and  again,  "He  Siat  giveth  to  the 
poor  imall  not  lack,  but  he  that  hideth  his  eyes, 
shall  have  many  a  curse."  The  Lord  taught  the 
Jews  that  the  acceptable  fast  in  his  sight,  was  to  deal 
their  bread  to  the  himgry;  that  they  should  bring 
the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  their  house ;  and  when 
they  saw  the  naked  that  they  should  cover  him." 
(See  Isaiah  hoii.)  There  are  many  examples  in 
the  scripture  of  men  who  thus  acted:  thus  Zaccheus, 
little  of  stature,  and  little  in  his  own  eves,  said, 
"  Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the 
poor;"  and  the  Lord  said,  "this  day  is  salvation  come 
to  this  house,  forasnmch  as  he  also  is  a  son  of 
Abraham."  Thus  also  Job  (concerning  whom  God 
testified,  that  in  his  generation  he  nad  not  his 
equal  upon  the  earth)  could  say  that  "  when  the 
ear  heard  him,  it  blessed  him,  when  the  eje  saw 
him,  it  gave  witness  imto  him  because,  (said  he)  I 
delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherless, 
and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him."  "  The  bless- 
ing of  him  that  was  ready  Uy  perish  came  upon 
me :  and  1  caused  the  widow's  ne^rt  to  sing  for 
joy.    I  was  eyes  to  the  blind ;  and  feet  was  I  to 


s  •■ 


GOD  WILL  MAKE  ALL  BIS  BED  IN  HIS  SICKNESS.    409 

the  lame  :  I  was  a  father  to  the  poor,  and  the  cause 
which  I  knew  not  I  searched  out."  (Job  xxix). 
Every  true  christian  does  consider  the  poor;  for 
otherwise  how  could  the  love  of  God  dwell  in  him ; 
a  man  that  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth 
up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  is  a  chris- 
tian only  in  name.  The  Lord  taketh  delight  in 
those  who  delight  in  doing  good ;  with  such  sacri- 
fices he  is  well  pleased.  Christ  hath  left  us  an  ex- 
ample, that  we  should  follow  his  steps  "  who  went 
about  continually  doing  good." 

"  The  Lord  will  preserve  him,  and  keep  him 
alive ;  and  he  shall  be  blessed  upon  the 
earth ;  and  thou  wilt  not  deliver  him  into 
the  will  of  his  enemies." 

"  The  Lord  will  strengthen  him  upon  the  bed 
of  languishing;  thou  wilt  make  all  his 
bed  in  his  sickness." 

The  Lord  will  preserve  his  going  out  and  coming 
in,  he  will  give  his  angels  charge  conceniing  him, 
and  when  heart  and  uesh  faint  and  fail,  the  Lord 
will  be  the  strength  of  his  heart  and  his  portion  for 
ever.  The  Lord  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day ; 
at  that  day,  when  the  righteous  only  shall  be  raised 
up  ;  then  he  shall  be  kept  alive,  and  have  length  of 
days,  even  life  for  evermore  ;  and  he  shall  be  bles- 
sed upon  the  earth ;  "  for  the  meek  shall  inherit 
the  earth  and  dwell  therein  for  ever."  God  will 
make  his  passa^  easy  throug^h  the  dark  valley,  and 
shadow  of  death^  for  "  he  will  strengthen  him  on 
the  bed  of  languishing,  and  make  aUnis  bed  in  his 
sickness."  0,  blessed  is  the  man  whose  God  is  the 
Lord,  and  whose  delight  it  is  to  follow  his  steps;  "his 
peace  shall  be  as  a  nver,  and  his  righteousness  as 
the  waves  of  the  sea." 
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"  I  said,  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me :  heal  my 
soul :  for  I  have  siimed  against  thee/' 

Christ  speaks  as  the  head  and  representative  of 
all  flesh :  on  him  their  sins  rest ;  aU  sin  is  charge- 
able on  him,  and  he  is  the  ^eat  confessor  of  sm ; 
as  such,  he  pleads  that  God  would  be  merciful  to 
him,  and  heal  his  soul :  as  to  himself,  his  soul  needed 
no  healing,  for  it  had  known  no  estrangement  from 
God ;  but  the  whole  world  was  clin^ng  to  him 
with  all  its  guilt ;  he  took  upon  himseu  all  our  bur- 
dens and  sins. 

"  Mine  enemies  speak  evil  of  me,  (they  say) 
when  shall  he  die,  and  his  name  pensh  V* 

This  they  did  continually ;  for  they  hated  him, 
because  he  testified  of  the  world,  that  the  works 
thereof  were  evil.  They  longed  to  accomplish  his 
destruction,  and  said,  "  when  shall  he  die,  and  his 
name  perish  ?"  They  thirsted  for  his  blood :  if  he 
were  again  to  appear,  he  would  be  similarly  used, 
for  the  deep-seated  enmity  of  the  heart  is  unchang- 
ed* The  real  object  of  aversion  is  God  I  on  Christ 
would  still  be  poured  the  vials  of  men's  wrath,  be- 
cause he  is  the  express  image  of  God. 

"And  if  he  come  to  see  me,  he  speaketh  vanity; 
his  heart  gathereth  iniquity  to  itself;  when 
he  goeth  abroad,  he  telleth  it." 

The  usual  conversation  of  men  is  made  up  of 
vanity;  lightness,  frivolity,  foolish  talking,  gos- 
siping, and  evil  spealdngmake  up  the  great  bulk  of 
au  conversational  intercourse  ;  and  so  it  was  when 
they  came  to  Jesus ;  but  he  would  not  mix  with 


THEY  SAID,  HE  SHALL  BJSE  JfO  MORH,  411 

them  in  their  godless  conversation ;  **  he  kept  his 
moudi  with  a  bndle."  "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  thmgs^  and  desperately  wicked;''  the  heart  draws 
iniquitv  to  itself  as  the  loadstone ;  and  being  diarg^ 
ed  wim  iniquity,  findeth  vent  by  telhng  it;  by  dis- 
seminating and  q>reading  it  abroad. 

"AH  that  hate  me  whisp^  together  against 
me ;  against  me  do  tney  devise  my  hmt.*' 

"  An  evil  disease,  say  they,  deaveth  fast  mito 
him ;  and  now  that  he  lieth  he  shall  rise 


no  more.'' 


They  'Whispered,  they  took  comisel  secretly,  how 
to  entangle  him,  and  bring  him  into  their  medies : 
wh^i  God's  time  came,  to  accomplish  his  great 
purpose,  of  making  him  an  offering  fc^*  sin,  then  he 
suffered  them  to  have  their  wilL  They  crucified 
him;  and  now  they  triumphantly  said, "  he  shall  rise 
no  more ;"  but  he  did  rise,  for  death  could  not  re- 
tain him,  and  "he  being  raised  from  the  dead,  dieth 


no  more." 


Tea,  mine  own  &miliar  Mend,  in  whom  I 
trusted,  who  did  eat  of  my  bread,  hath 
lifted  up  his  heel  against  me." 


These  words  received  their  fulfilment  m  Judas 
Iscariot,  who  betrayed  him.  See  John  xiii.  18, 
"  But  that  the  scripture  may  be  fulfilled,  he  that 
eateth  bread  with  me,  hath  lifted  up  his  heel  against 
me."  The  familiar  iOriend  was  Judas ;  whose  crime 
was  heinous;  "better  had  it  been  for  that  manv 
ihathe  had  not  been  born."  Many  kings  and  prophets 
and  righteous  men  had  desired  to  see  the  tnings 
ihathe  saw,  and  to  hear  the  things  that  he  heard» 
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and  were  not  permitted :  vet  he  profited  not  bj 
all  he  saw,  and  by  all  he  hearo,  but  in  nis  secret  heart 
was  the  enemy  of  God,  and  of  Christ ;  he  followed 
him,  because  he  got  the  bag  to  carry,  and  stole 
what  was  put  therein.  The  Lord  calls  him,  *'  tibie 
son  of  perdition ;"  he  ended  his  wicked  life  by  his 
own  suicidal  act,  and  went  to  his  own  place, — 
that  place  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire 
is  not  quenched. 

"  But  thou,  0  Lord,  be  merciful  imto  me,  and 
raise  me  up,  that  I  may  requite  them." 

God  hath  raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus ;  and  said 
unto  him,  "  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make 
thine  enemies  thy  footstool ;"  then,  he  wiD  requite 
them ;  then,  he  will  cast  them  into  deep  pits,  and 
make  burning  coals  fall  on  them  ;  they  shall  be  tor- 
mented day  and  night,  for  ever  and  ever. 


« 


By  this  I  know  that  thou  favomrest  me,  be- 
cause mine  enemy  doth  not  triumph  over 


me.'' 


They  did  triumph,  but  their  triumph  was  short ; 
for  on  the  third  day,  he  rose,  and  left  an  empty 
tomb,  in  which  there  was  nothing  over  which  to 
triumph ;  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  humilia- 
ting defeat,  by  saying,  *^  his  disciples  came,  and  stole 
hiTn  away,  wnile  the  watch  slept." 

**  And  as  for  me,  thou  upholdest  me  in  mine 
integrity,  and  settest  me  before  thy  face 
for  ever." 

Thus  he  who  in  the  context  calls  on  God  to  be 
merciful  to  him,  and  to  heal  his  soul,  here  asserts 
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his  integrity,  and  thanks  God  for  upholding  him  in 
it ;  these  two  statemeuts  are  paraaoxieal,  and  ap- 
parently contradict  each  other,  but  are  quite  recon- 
cileable,  when  we  know  that  in  the  former  instance 
he  is  speaking  of  himself  as  the  head  of  sinners;  and 
in  the  latter,  respecting  himself  personally,  "  beinff 
made  perfect,  he  became  the  author  of  eternal  sal- 
vation to  all  them  that  obey  him,"  for  now  hath  God 
set  him  before  his  face  for  ever,  and  hath  made  us 
".accepted  in  the  beloved ;  in  whom  we  have  re- 
demption through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace. 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  from  ever- 
lasting and  to  everlasting.  Amen,  and 
amen." 

God  is  most  blessed  in  his  own  infinite  and  eter- 
nal excellence ;  he  was  so  from  everlasting,  and 
will  be  so  to  everlasting ;  all  we  can  do,  is  to  say, 
Amen.  We  cannot  add  to  it,  nor  detract  from  it ; 
but  we  can  express  our  hearty  acquiescence  and 
joy  that  it  is  so.  God  wants  no  more,  and  if  he  did, 
we  could  give  him  nothing,  for  "  all  things  are  of 
him,  and  through  him,  and  by  him."  It  pleased 
God  to  call  us  into  existence,  to  behold  his  glory ; 
and  so  adding  our  unit  to  the  high  praises  of  Him 
who  inhabitefli  etemitv  and  its  praises.  "  When  we 
ofier  him  praise,  we  glorify  him ;"  "  man's  chief  end 
is  to  glorify  God,  and  to  enjoy  him  for  ever." 


PSALM    XLII. 

1.  As  the  liart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so 
panteth  my  «oul  after  thee,  0  God. 

2.  Mv  Boul  thuBteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God : 
when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ? 

3.  My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night, 
while  they  continually  say  imto  me,  Where  is  thy 
God? 

4.  When  I  remember  these  things,  I  ponr  out  my 
soul  in  me ;  for  I  had  ffone  vnth  the  multitude ;  I 
went  with  them  to  the  house  of  God,  with  the  voice 
of  joy  and  praise,  with  a  multitude  that  kept  holy- 
day. 

5.  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul  ?  and 
why  art  thou  disquieted  in  me  ?  hope  thou  in  God ; 
for  I  shall  yet  praise  him  for  the  help  of  his  counte- 
nance. 

6.  0  my  God,  my  soul  is  cast  down  within  me  : 
therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of 
Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  and  from  the  hill 
Mizar. 

7.  Deep  calleth  unto  deep  at  the  noise  of  thy 
water-spouts :  all  thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are 
gone  over  me. 

8.  Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  loviQg4dnd- 
ness  in  the  cky-time,  and  in  the  night  his  song  shaU 
be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my 
life. 

9.  I  win  say  unto  God  my  rock,  Why  hast  thou 
forgotten  me  1  why  go  I  mourning  because  of  the 
oppression  of  the  enemy  ? 
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10.  As  with  a  sword  in  my  bones,  mine  enemies 
reproach  me ;  while  they  say  daily  unto  me,  Where 
is  thy  God? 

11.  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul?  and 
why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in 
God ;  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the  health 
of  my  coimtenance,  and  my  God. 

"  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks, 
so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  0  God*'* 

• 

Our  Lord  here  compares  his  affection  for  God, 
and  the  longings  of  his  heart  after  him,  to  a  hart 
oppressed  A  thirst,  and  panting  to  reach  the 
water  brooks.  Thus  was  God  to  him,  as  water  to 
a  thirsty  soul :  it  is  the  eagerness  of  a  man  long- 
ing to  quench  his  thirst;  when  a  goblet  of  cold  water 
is  neld  out  to  him,  he  grasps  it,  and  in  a  moment 
conveys  it  to  his  parched  lips  ;  so  intensely  did 
the  Son  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  pant  after  God.  "  I 
opened  my  mouth,  and  panted,  for  I  longed  for 
thy  commandments." 

"  My  soul  thirsteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God : 
when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before 
God." 

In  endeavouring  to  elucidate  the  mind  of  Christ, 
we  feel  much  in  the  condition  of  a  man  bom  bUnd, 
attempting  to  describe  colours  which  he  never 
saw.  We  know  not  what  it  is  to  thirst  for  the  living 
God ;  but  indeed  no  mind  can  conceive  the  burn- 
ing love  of  the  Father  to  the  Son,  and  of  the  Son 
to  the  Father ;  yet  some  distant  glimpses  may  be 
obtained  from  that  wonderful  nrayer  on  the  night 
of  the  passover ;  where  he  speaks  of  a  glory  which  he 
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had  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was ;  and  of 
a  love  borne  to  him  by  the  Father  before  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world.  As  he  came  from  God,  so  he 
thirsted  to  return  to  God.  God  was  his  exceeding 
joy ;  and  he  longed  to  finish  the  work  which  the 
Father  had  given  him  to  do,  that  he  might  a^n 
return  to  the  Father :  "  one  thing  have  1  desu^ 
of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after,  that  I  may  dwell 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life, 
(an  endless  life)  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  enquire  in  his  temple."  The  world  to  him 
was  a  dry  and  thirsty  landf — a  wilderness — a  blank 
without  God :  here  he  lived  by  faith ;  he  saw  him 
not,  neither  could  see  him,  until  he  returned  to  a^ 
pear  before  God.  As  to  seeing  the  Father,  this  is 
the  exclusive  prerogative  of  the  Son  :  he  only  hath 
seen  or  can  see  the  Father.  All  creation  see  the 
Father  only  in  the  Son :  and  although  it  is  said  of 
angels,  that  "  they  do  always  behold  the  face  of 
my  Father  who  is  in  heaven,**  yet  not  as  a  separate 
subsistence  from  ihe  Son,  "  for  in  him  dweUeth  aU 
the  fulness  of  the  godhead  bodily." 

"  My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night 
while  they  say  continually  unto  me, 
Where  is  thy  God  r 

Every  thin^  above  and  below,  around  us  and 
about  us,  testify  of  God ;  and  we  also  ourselves,  are 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made ;  and  as  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  preserved.  We  are  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  existence  and  care  of  God,  and  of  his 
wisdom,  power,  and  goodness.  Yet  the  fool  hath 
said  in  his  heart,  there  is  no  God.  Our  Lord  "  be- 
held the  transgressors,  and  was  grieved ;"  he, 
walking  among  men,  and  himself  seemg  God  every 
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where,  and  in  every  thing,  was  deeply  oppressed 
and  cast  down  by  the  uniform  practical  infidelity 
which  he  saw  around  him.     This  was  the  cause  of 
his  deep  and  prolonged  sorrow  :  "  Rivers  of  waters 
run  down  mine  eyes,  because  they  keep  not  thy 
law."     The  more  ardently  a  man  loves  God  the 
more  deeply  will  he  feel  any  dishonour  done  to 
his  name.      To  him,   therefore,   who  loved  God 
with  all  the  ardour  of  which  the  human  soul  is 
capable,  it  was  as  *'  a  sword  in  his  bones,  while 
they  said  to  him.  Where  is  thy  God  ?"  that  God 
who  was  making  his  sim  to  shine  upon  them,  and 
his  rain  to  descend  upon  them,  to  fertilise  their 
ground,  and  give  them  fruitful  seasons ;  that  God 
who  was  loading  them  with  benefits,  "  in  whom 
they  lived,  and  moved,  and  had  their  being;"  to 
call  in  question  his  existence,  or  his  oriiniscience, 
evinced  a  deep  seated  wickedness,  which,  to   a 
holy  mind,  such  as  was  "  the  holy  one  of  God,"  was 
painful  and  heart  rending. 

"  When  I  remember  these  things,  I  pom:  out 
my  soul  in  me :  for  I  had  gone  with  the 
multitude  :  I  went  with  them  to  the  house 
of  God,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise, 
with  a  multitude  that  kept  holyday. 

It  was  chiefly  in  the  night  season,  when  he  re- 
membered these  things;  then  his  tears  fell  fast: 
he  watered  his  couch  with  his  tears,  and  he  poured 
out  his  soul  in  him.  It  would  appear  also  to  have 
presented  a  great  contrast  to  the  associations  of 
nis  early  life,  when  with  his  parent  Mary,  and  his 
supposed  parent  Joseph,  he  went  up  from  Galilee 
to  tne  stated  festivals  at  Jerusalem  three  times  in 
the  year.  On  these  occasions,  the  roads  and  high- 
27 
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ways  were  thronged  with  paasengera ;  they  went 
to  the  house  of  God,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and 
praise ;  and  Jesus  went  with  them,  probably  some- 
times in  one  company,  or  group,  and  sometimes  in 
smother.  It  was  nis  delight  to  go  with  his  brethren 
to  the  hoiuse  of  God  at  Jerusalem  with  the  voice 
of  joy  and  praise,  with  the  multitude  who  kept 
holydieiy,  to  worship  the  God  of  his  fathers. 

"  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul  ?  and 
why  art  thou  disquieted  withm  me  t  hope 
thou  in  God :  for  I  shaQ  yet  praise  hmci 
for  the  help  of  his  countenance. ' 

Jesus  our  brother,  our  elder  brother,  the  first  bom 
among  many  brethren,  was  cast  down  and  deeply 
distressed  when  he  witnessed  the  dishonour  done 
to  God ;  he  felt  it  as  done  to  himself,  "  for  the  re- 
proaches of  them  that  reproached  God  fell  on  him." 
His  soul  was  cast  down  and  disquieted  within  him ; 
but  he  obtained  comfort  by  the  reflection,  that  a 
time  would  come  when  he  should  have  abimdant 
occarion  to  praise  him ;  and  that  time  will  be  when 
he  removes  the  curse  from  the  earth,  and  brings  in 
the  blessing  ;  then  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  re- 
member, and  shall  turn  unto  him.  It  was  the  hope 
of  this  that  gave  relief  to  the  soul  of  Jesus. 

"  0  my  God,  my  soul  is  cast  down  in  me ; 
therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the 
land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  HermoniteSy 
and  from  the  hill  Alizar." 

This  is  not  the  sorrow  of  the  world,  which 
worketh  death ;  this  is  godly  sorrow,  sorrow  be- 
cause God  is  dislionoured.     ''  He  beheld  the  tranch 
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S'esBorSy  and  waB  grieved,  because  they  kept  not 
od'a  word.*'  "  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  his  eyes 
because  they  kept  not  his  law."  But  he  found  re- 
lief and  consolation  by  remembering  Ood ;  in  the 
retirement  of  the  desert,  in  the  lonely  solitudes  of 
the  land  of  Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  and  in 
the  clefts  of  the  hill  Mizar,  there  would  he  remem- 
ber God,  and  pour  out  his  soul  before  him,  and 
then  he  would  find  rest  to  his  soul. 

**  Deep  caDeth  unto  deep  at  the  noise  of  thy 
.  wate^-spouts :  all  thy  waves  and  thy  bil- 
lows pass  over  me," 

A  water-spout  in  the  sea  is  a  phenomenon  that 
not  unfrequently  takes  place  in  warmer  latitudes^ 
and  vessels  commg  withm  the  ranee  of  its  influence 
are  in  ereat  danger  of  sinking  under  the  weight  of 
the  body  of  water  which  faUs  on  them ;  the  noise 
is  awful,  for  "  deep  calleth  unto  deep ;"  thus  it  was 
with  the  Lord,  while  all  God's  "  waves  and  billows 

Eassed  over  him;"  and  what  those  waves  and 
illows  were,  we  find  explained  in  the  69th  Psalm, 
where  he  prayed  and  said,  "  Save  me,  0  God,  for 
the  waters  come  in  unto  my  soul ;  I  sink  in  deep 
mire,  where  there  is  no  standing ;  I  am  come  into 
deep  waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me.  They 
tibiat  hate  me  without  a  cause,  are  more  than  the 
hairs  of  mine  head ;"  these  were  God's  waves  and 
billows :  a  firequent  figure  in  scripture  is  to  repre- 
sent multitudes  of  people  by  waters ;  thus  upon 
the  land  of  Judah,  God  says,  he  will  bring  upon 
tibiem  for  punishment  the  waters  of  the  river  strong 
and  many,  even  the  king  of  Assyria  and  all  his 
*^  g^ory."  The  enemies  of  the  Lord  increased  upon 
him,  and  at  last  overwhehned  him :  they  were  God's 
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wavefl  and  billows  which  passed  over  him :  still, 
amid  such  suffeiings  and  trials,  his  confidence  in 
God  remained  unshaken ;  for  he  adds, 

**  Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  loving-kind- 
ness in  the  day  time,  and  in  the  night  his 
«ong  shall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  un- 
to the  God  of  my  life." 

Behind  a  frowning  providence  he  beheld  the 
glorious  face  of  God ;  and  though  clouds  and  tem- 
pests came  between,  he  knew  that  God  was  love; 
and  would  "command  hisloving^kindness  in  the  day 
time ;"  for  "  he  would  have  fainted  unless  he  had 
believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living."  (Psalm  xxvii.  13)  ;  but  this  he 
did  see;  and  thus  he  was  safely  canied  through  the 
waves  and  the  billows,  though  they  did  pass  over 
him  ;  God  was  the  antidote  for  all  his  sorrows  ;  in 
the  night  his  song  was  with  him,  and  in  the  night 
as  well  as  in  the  day  was  his  prayer  unto  the  God 
of  his  life. 

"  I  will  say  unto  God  my  rock,  why  hast  thou 
forgotten  me  f 

His  confidence  in  God  never  faltered,  although 
he  thus  reasons  and  enquires,  why  he  had  forgotten 
him  ;  for  as  nothing  could  come  upon  him  without 
permission  from  God,  so  he  regarded  his  suffering 
on  account  of  the  enemy's  reproaches  as  inflicted 
on  him  by  God ;  accordingly  he  reasons  with  Him 
saying,  "  Why  do  1  thus  suffer  ?  why  hast  thou 
forgotten  me :"  the  language  is  similar  to  that  on 
the  cross,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  for- 
saken me  t" 
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"  As  with  a  sword  in  my  bones  mine  enemies 
reproach  me ;  while  they  say  daily  unto 
mo,  Where  is  thy  God  ?" 

^Vhen  it  is  considered,  that  the  slightest  exagger- 
ation would  be  incompatible  with  his  perfect  purity, 
and  that  a  rigid  regard  to  strict  truth  characterized 
his  every  sentence,  how  intense  must  hare  been 
his  suffering,  when  expressinff  it  to  be  as  if  a  sword 
pierced  his  bones,  while  God  was  thus  reproached 
m  his  hearing  day  by  day ;  that  God,  after  whom 
he  panted,  and  whom  he  loved  with  all  his  heart, 
and  mind,  and  soul,  and  strength.  To  most  men 
it  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  that  the  name  of  God 
is  blasphemed  1  How  few  are  there  who  do  sigh 
and  cry  on  account  of  the  dishonour  done  to  God. 
Where  are  the  people  who  shed  tears  because  they 
behold  their  God  practically  and  in  eflFect  denied 
by  all  around  them  1  Such,  and  such  only,  will  be 
able  in  some  degree  to  underertand  him  who  said, 
**  as  with  a  sword  in  my  bones,  mine  enemies  re- 
proach me,  while  they  say  daily  unto  me,  Where  is: 
thy  God  if  or  where  is  thy  Father  f* 


**  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul  ?  and 
why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me  t  hope 
thou  in  God ;  for  I  shall  yet  praise  hua 
who  is  the  health  of  my  coimtenance,  and 
my  God." 

Our  Lord  Jesus  soliloquises  with  his  soul ;  as  on 
another  occasion  he  calls  upon  his  soul,  and  all  that 
is  within  him  to  bless  the  Lord  ;  so  here  he  reasons 
vnth  himself,  not  as  to  the  cause  of  the  deep  dis- 
quietude of  his  soul ;  of  that  he  is  fully  aware ;  but 
as  to  tho  way  in  which  he  might  obtain  rest  and 
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relief,  from  his  great  despondence ;  and  the  con- 
clusion he  comes  to,  (and  it  is  recorded  for  the 
benefit  of  such  as  are  like-minded  with  him)  is,  to 
look  away  from  man,  and  hope  in  God :  that  the 
time  which  he  has  promised  is  coming,  when  '*  the 
sinners  shall  be  consumed  out  of  the  earth,  and  the 
wicked  shall  be  no  more ;"  then  shall  we  praise  him, 
who  is  the  health  of  our  countenance,  and  our  God^ 
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1.  Jud^e  me,  O  God,  and  plead  my  cause  againsC: 
an  ungodly  nation :  0  deliver  me  from  the  deceit- 
ful and  unjuBt  man. 

2.  For  tnou  art  the  God  of  my  strength  :  why 
dost  thou  cast  me  off?  why  go  I  nckouming  because 
of  the  oj^ression  of  the  enemy  ? 

3.  0  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth :  let  them 
lead  me ;  let  them  oring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and 
to  thy  tabernacles. 

4.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  dtar  of  God,  unto 
God  my  exceeding  joy :  yea,  upon  the  harp  will  I 
praise  thee,  O  God,  my  God. 

5.  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul  ?  why 
art  thou  disquieted  within  me  t  hope  in  God ;  for 
I  shall  yet  praise  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun- 
tenance, and  my  Go<L 

''Judge  me,  0  God,  and  plead  my  cause 
against  an  ungocUy  nation ;  0  deliver  me 
from  the  deceitful  and  unjust  man." 

"  For  thou  art  the  God  of  mv  strengtii ;  why 
dost  thou  cast  me  offt  why  go  I  mourning 
because  of  the  oppression  of  the  enemy.^ 

Judge  me,  0  God,  ''  search  me  and  know  my 
heart;  "judge  me,  for  I  have  walked  in  mine  integ- 
rity." "Hear  the  rights  and  attend  unto  mjr  cry ;" 
"  pleikd  my  cause  witii  them  that  strive  with  me ; 
fight  agionst  them  that  fight  against  me."  Th« 
whole  nation  were  up  in  arms  against  him ;  afew 
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hundreds  clung  to  him,  but  what  were  they  among* 
BO  many.  The  masses  were  against  him,  for  they 
were  against  God,  and  consequently  against  him  ; 
for  he  was  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  His  prayer 
was  heard,  for  God  did  plead  his  cause  agamst  an 
ungodly  nation ;  for  "he  destroyed  those  murderers, 
and  burned  up  their  city."  He  delivered  him  from 
the  deceitful  and  unjust  man  ;  for  he  separated  him 
from  sinners,  and  made  him  higher  than  the  heavens. 
This  43rd  Psalm  is,  in  effect,  a  continuation  of  the 
42nd  Psalm,  and  the  comments  on  the  one  apply 
to  the  other.  The  oppression  of  the  enemy,  being 
sent  from  God,  he  regarded  as  indicative  of  his 
being  cast  off  by  God ;  nevertheless  he  is  sure  that 
this  IS  for  the  best,  and  ceases  not  to  confide  in  him 
as  his  rock  of  strength,  and  of  safety. 

"  0  send  out  thy  Hght  and  thy  truth  :  let  them 
lead  me ;  and  let  them  bring  me  to  thy 
holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles." 

These  words  have  reference  to  the  second  com- 
ing of  the  Lord  ;  all  light  and  truth  centre  in  hun. 
"When  God  shall  send  him  out  to  be  his  salvation 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  that  will  be  to  send  out  his 
light  and  his  truth ;  still  it  proceeds  from  God,  and 
he  thus  speaks  of  it,  as  leading  him  and  bringing 
him  to  his  holy  hill,  and  to  lus  tabernacles ;  whicn 
is  literally  Jerusalem.  *•  For  glorious  tilings  are 
spoken  of  thee,  thou  city  of  the  Lord."  His  taber- 
nacles refer  to  that  sanctuary  which  God  will 
beautify,  and  wliich  shall  be  among  the  children  of 
Israel  for  ever.  Tliis  is,  in  effect,  a  prayer  for  the 
coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  for  which  he  still 
waits,  while  he  sitn  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  The 
grand  consummation   has  yet  to   come,  and  will 
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come,  when  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  God's 
li^ht,  and  God's  truth,  and  shall  set  him  on  his  holy 
hill ;  as  it  is  written,  '•  Yet  have  I  set  my  King  up- 
on my  holy  hill  of  Zion." 

"  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto 
God  my  exceeding  joy :  yea,  upon  the 
harp  will  I  praise  thee,  0  God,  my  God." 

The  present  is  but  the  intermediate  state.  The 
eternal  condition  of  things  will  not  be  imtil  the 
times  of  restitution  of  all  things,  when  God  will 
send  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  heavens  have  received 
until  then.  It  is  to  these  times  that  our  Lord  re- 
fers, as  the  great  consummation,  when  with  his 
risen  and  glorified  saints,  and  Israel  his  holy  nation, 
he  shall,  as  high  priest,  after  the  order  of  Melchize- 
dek,  continually  oflFer  up  sacrifices  to  God.  This 
altar  is  refeiTcd  to  in  the  51st  Psalm,  "  Do  good  in 
thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion,  build  thou  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem.  Then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the 
sacrifices  of  righteousness,  with  burnt  oflering  and 
whole  burnt  offering,  then  shall  they  ofler  buflocks 
upon  thine  altar."  Also  in  the  5l8t  Isaiah,  it  is 
thus  written,  "  And  the  sons  of  the  stranger,  that 

{*oin  themselves  to  the  Lord,  to  serve  him,  and  to 
ove  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  be  his  servants,  every 
one  that  keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  polluting  it, 
and  taketh  hold  of  my  covenant ;  (i.  e.  layeth  nold 
upon  the  hope  set  before  him  in  the  gospel)  even 
them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mountain,  and  make 
them  joyful  in  my  house  of  prayer :  their  burnt 
offerings  and  their  sacrifices  shall  be  accepted  upon 
mine  altar  ;  for  mine  house  shall  be  callea  an  house 
of  prayer  for  all  living."  Concerning  this  altar,  not 
yet  set  up,  but  to  be  set  up,  and  established  for 
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ever,  our  Lord  expresses  the  intensity  of  his  ardour 
to  approach  it,  and  so  to  worship  God  his  exceed- 
ing joy.  No  language  could  more  fufly  indicate 
the  strength  of  love  which  bums,  and  ever  wiB 
bum  in  the  bosom  of  the  Son  to  the  Father.  "Like 
as  the  sparrow  findeth  a  house,  and  the  swallow  a 
nest  for  nerself,  where  she  may  lay  her  young,  so 
to  me  are  thine  altars^  0  Lord  of  hosts,  my  King  and 
my  God." 

"  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  0  my  soul  t  and 
why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me  t  hope 
in  God :  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him  who  is 
the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my 
God." 

Our  Lord  finds  the  antidote  to  his  deep  sorrow 
in  the  future.  There  is  an  eternal  future  of  peace ; 
when  God  shall  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness : 
contemplating  this  glorious  prospect,  and  beholding 
God  as  its  author,  he  says  to  his  soul,  "  hope  thou 
in  God :  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him." 
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PSALM    XL  IV.* 

!•  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  0  God,  our 
fathers  have  told  us,  what  work  thou  didst  in  their 
days,  in  the  times  of  old. 

2.  How  thou  didst  drive  out  the  heathen  with 
thy  handy  and  plantedst  them ;  how  thou  didst 
afflict  the  people,  and  cast  them  out. 

3.  For  they  ^t  not  the  land  in  possession  by 
their  own  sword,  neither  did  their  own  arm  save 
them ;  but  thy  ri^t  hand,  and  thine  arm,  and  the 
light  of  thy  countenance^  because  thou  hadst  a 
favour  unto  them. 

4.  Thou  art  my  King,  O  Ood :  convnand  deli« 
verances  for  Jacob. 

5.  Through  thee  wiD  we  push  ^wn  our  enemies : 
through  thy  name  will  we  tread  them  under  that 
rise  up  agamst  us. 

6.  For  I  w31  not  trust  in  my  bow,  neither  shall 
my  sword  save  me. 

7.  But  thou  hast  saved  us  from  our  enemies^  and 
hast  put  them  to  shame  that  hated  us. 

8.  In  God  we  boast  aU  the  day  long,  and  praise 
thy  name  for  ever.    Selah. 

9.  But  thou  hast  cast  ofi^  and  put  us  to  shame ; 
and  goest  not  forth  with  our  armies. 

10.  Thou  makest  us  to  turn  back  from  the  enemy;: 
and  th^  which  hate  us  spoil  for  themselves. 

11.  Thou  hast  given  us  like  dieep  appointed  for 
meat ;  and  hast  scattered  us  among  the  neathen, 

12.  Thou  sellest  thv  people  for  nought^  and  dost 
not  increase  thy  wealth  by  their  price. 
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13.  Thou  makest  us  a  reproach  to  our  neigh- 
bours, a  scorn  and  a  derision  to  them  that  are 
round  about  us. 

14.  Thou  makest  us  a  byword  among  the  hea- 
then, a  shaking  of  the  head  among  the  people. 

15.  My  contusion  is  continuaDy  before  me,  and 
the  shame  of  my  face  hath  covered  me. 

16.  For  the  voice  of  him  that  reproacheth  and 
blasphemeth ;  by  reason  of  the  enemy  and  avenger. 

17.  All  this  is  come  upon  us ;  yet  have  we  not 
forgotten  thee,  neither  have  we  dealt  falsely  in  thy 
covenant. 

18.  Our  heart  is  not  turned  back,  neither  have 
our  steps  declined  from  thy  way ; 

19.  Though  thou  hast  sore  broken  us  in  the 
place  of  dragons,  and  covered  us  witli  the  sliadow 
of  death. 

20.  If  we  have  forgotten  the  name  of  our  God, 
or  stretched  out  our  hands  to  a  strange  god  ; 

21.  Shall  not  God  search  this  out  ?  for  he 
knoweth  the  secrets  of  the  heart. 

22.  Yea,  for  thy  sake  are  we  killed  all  the  day 
long ;  we  are  counted  as  slieep  for  the  slaughter. 

23.  Awake,  why  sleepest  thou,  0  Lord  1  arise, 
cast  us  not  oflF  for  ever. 

24.  Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face,  and  forget- 
test  our  affliction  and  our  oppression  ? 

25.  For  our  soul  is  bowed  down  to  the  dust ; 
our  belly  cleaveth  unto  the  earth. 

26.  Arise  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  thy 
mercies'  sake. 

"We  have  heard  with  oilr  eai-s,  0  God,  out 
fathers  have  told  us,  what  work  thou  didst 
in  their  days,  in  the  times  of  old.*' 
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Our  Lord,  in  this  Psalm,  identifies  himself  with 
Am  own^  to  whom  he  came,  "  for  he  came  unto  his 
own,  and  his  own  received  him  not."  Yet  are  they 
not  all  Israel  which  are  of  Israel ;  for  they  only  shall 
be  reckoned  Abraham's  children  who  do  the  deeds 
of  Abraham.  God  hath  not  cast  away  his  people ; 
for  was  not  Paul  an  Israelite,  and  many  oesides 
him  ?  These,  his  chosen  of  Israel  are  more  par- 
ticularly referred  to  in  this  Psalm,  and  especially 
in  the  latter  part  of  it ;  while  at  the  same  time  ho 
identifies  himself  with  them  in  their  national  ca- 
pacity. "  We  have  heard,  our  fathers  have  told  us, 
**  for  the  fathers  to  the  cliildren  shall  declare  thy 
praise."     It  has  been  handed  down  to  us  from  the 

generations  that  have  passed  away,  "  what  works 
lou  didst  in  their  days,  in  the  times  of  old." 

"  How  thou  didst  drive  out  the  heathen  with 
thy  hand,  and  plantedst  them  ;  how  thou 
didst  aflSict  the  people  and  cast  them  out." 

Why  did  God  drive  out  the  heathen  from  their 
land  ?  Why  did  he  affict  the  people,  and  cast  them 
out  1  For  the  same  reason  that  he  destroyed  the 
old  world,  and  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  brought 
his  terrible  judgments  on  Eg^'pt.  For  the  same 
reason  that  he  will  one  day  and  at  no  distant  period 
destroy  nearly  all  the  living  population  of  the  world, 
and  leave  only  a  very  small  remnant.  Even  for 
the  wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein ;  for 
thus  it  is  written  in  the  9th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy 
"  Not  for  thy  righteousness,  or  for  the  uprightness 
of  thine  heart,  dost  thou  go  to  possess  their  land, 
but  for  the  wickedness  of  these  nations  the  Lord 
thy  God  doth  drive  them  out  from  before  thee,  and 
that  he  may  perform  the  word  which  he  aware  un- 
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to  thy  fathers."  He  oast  out  the  heathen,  and 
planted  them.  This  is  the  vine  that  the  Lord 
brought  out  of  Egypt,  "  thou  didst  cast  out  the 
heathen,  and  planted  it.  Thou  preparedst  room 
before  it ;  ana  <£dst  cause  it  to  take  deep  root, 
and  it  filled  <^e  land.  The  hills  were  covered  with 
the  shadow  of  it,  and  the  boughs  thereof  were  Eke 
the  goodly  cedars.^'  (Psalm  Ixxx.  8). 

"  For  they  got  not  ihe  land  in  possession  by 
their  own  sword,  neither  md  their  own 
arra  save  them ;  but  thy  right  hand  and 
thine  arm,  and  the  light  of  thy  coimte- 
nance,  because  thou  hadst  a  favour  unto 
them.^ 

There  were  twelve  men  sent  to  spy  out  the  land ; 
and  when  they  returned,  ten  cf  them  reported  im- 
favourably,  not  of  the  land,  but  of  the  ability  of  the 
people  to  take  it.  They  said,  "The  people  be 
strong  that  dwell  in  the  land,  and  the  cities  are 
walled,  and  very  great ;  and  moreover  we  saw  the 
<ihildren  of  Anat  there.  We  be  not  able  to  go  up 
against  the  people,  for  they  are  stronger  than  we. 
It  is  a  land  that  eateth  up  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  all  the  people  we  saw  in  it  are  men  of  great 
stature ;  ana  there  we  saw  the  giants,  the  sons  of 
Anak,  which  come  of  the  giants,  and  we  were  in 
our  ovm  «ght  as  grasshoppers,  and  so  we  were  in 
their  sight.'*  No  doubt  this  was  a  true  and  faith- 
ful report ;  and  Israel  would  have  been  no  match 
for  them,  if  (Jod  had  not  been  on  their  side ;  but  he 
had  already  given  abimdant  proofs  that  he  was 
their  leader ;  and  they  ought  to  have  confided  in 
him  :  the  ten  men  perished  and  all  that  generation, 
because  of  their  unbelief,  but  Uod  brought  in  their 
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chfldren,  and  planted  them  there,  by  "his  right 
hand,  and  by  ms  ann,  and  the  light  of  his  connte- 
nance,  because  he  had  a  favour  unto  them." 

"Thou  art  my  King,  0  God;  command  de- 
liverances for  Jacob." 

This  is  the  prayer  of  Christ  for.  Israel.  "  Com- 
mand deliverances  for  Jacob ;"  i.e.  let  the  kingdom  of 
God  be  established  upon  the  earth :  it  is  the  final 
deliverance  from  all  their  enemies  that  is  here  de- 
sired ;  as  is  recorded  in  the  12th  chapter  of  Daniel, 
"  and  at  that  time  thy  people  shall  be  delivered, 
every  one  that  shall  be  foimd  written  in  the  book.** 
"  Then  shall  the  Lord  reim  over  the  house  of  Jacob 
for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 

"  Through  thee  will  we  push  down  our  ene- 
mies ;  and  through  thy  name  will  we 
tread  them  imder  that  rise  up  against  us." 

God  will  make  Israel  in  that  day  as  a  "new 
sharp  threshing  instrument  having  teeth ;"  and  the 
Lord  shall  be  seen  at  the  head  of  them.  Assuredly 
it  is  of  this  future'  day  he  here  speaks ;  on  that 
day  he  will  be  the  Leader  and  conunander  to  the 
people;  and  in  the  name  of  Jehovah  he  will  de- 
stroy their  enemies. 

"  For  I  will  not  trust  in  my  bow ;  neither  shall 

my  sword  save  me." 
"  But  thou  hast  saved  us  from  our  enemies, 

and  hast  put  them  to  shame  that  hated 

us." 

In  that  dav  will  the  Lord  sing  praises  unto  the 
God  of  Jacob,  by  whose  almighty  power  he  will 
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"<5ut  off  all  the  horns  of  the  wicked ;  but  the  horns 
of  the  righteous  shall  be  exalted." 

^*  In  God  w^e  (will)  boast  all  the  day  long,  and 
praise  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever." 

When  through  the  power  of  Jehovah's  name,  the 
literal  seed  of  Israel  (tnen  a  holy  nation)  with  their 
Leader  (*'  the  Lord  strong  and  mighty — ^the  Lord 
mighty  in  battle,")  shall  have  subdued  their  enmies ; 
and  "nave  put  them  to  shame  that  hated  them ;** 
when  the  glorious  and  peaceful  reign  of  Christ  is 
•established,  then  tliis  vnu  be  his  employment — and 
the  employment  of  the  hundred  forty  and  four 
thousand  that  appear  with  him  on  Mount  Zion ; 
as  also  of  an  endless  succession  of  generations  to 
come.  "  In  God  they  will  boast  (or  glory)  all 
the  day  long,  and  praise  his  name  for  ever  and 
ever ;"  in  which  employment  their  endless  blessed- 
ness will  consist. 

"  But  thou  hast  cast  off,  and  put  us  to  shame  : 
and  gocst  not  forth  with  our  armies." 

"Thou  makest  us  to  turn  back  from  the  enemy: 
and  they  who  hate  us  spoil  for  them- 
selves. 

"  Thou  hast  given  us  like  sheep  appointed  for 
meat ;  and  hast  scattered  us  among  the 
heathen." 

"  Thou  sellest  thy  people  for  nought,  and 
dost  not  increase  thy  wealth  by  their 
price." 

The  lamentable  history  of  the  house  of  Israel,  in 
their  several  captivities,  and  in  their  final  dispei^ 
sion  among  all  nations,  sufficiently  illustrate  the 
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truth  of  these  words, — Israel  has  beeu  brought 
low  for  his  iniquity ;  "  a  nation  meted  out,  and  trod- 
den down,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled ;" 
they  have  been  led  captive  into  all  nations  until 
the  ffbod  time  comes,  when  "  he  who  scattered 
Israel  will  gather  them  again,  and  bring  them 
to  their  own  land ;"  there  to  remain  in  sure  dwell- 
ings and  quiet  resting  places,  far  from  danger  and 
distress ;  *'  for  they  shall  inherit  the  land  and  dwell 
therein  for  ever:"  but  now  because  they  imprecated 
his  blood  upon  themselves  and  their  children,  "  thev 
shall  receive  of  the  Lord's  hand  double  for  all  then: 


sins." 


"  Thou  makest  us  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours, 
a  scorn  and  a  derision  to  them  that  are 
round  about  us." 

"  Thou  makest  us  a  bye-word  among  the  hea- 
then, a  shaking  of  the  head  among  the 
people." 

How  truly  has  this  been  fulfilled  in  the  history  of 
this  people,  who  from  the  beginning  were  so  hon- 
oured of  God ;  whom  he  talked  with  face  to  face 
in  the  mount,  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire ;"  whom 
he  distinguished  high  above  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  did  choose  them  to  be  his  own  peculiar 
people  ;  from  this  high  elevation  they  have  oecome 
a  most  degraded  race,  a  reproach,  a  scorn,  and 
derision  to  all  around  them  :  "  a  bye-word  among 
the  heathen,  and  a  shaking  of  the  head  among  the 
people."  From  the  time  of  their  dispersion  by  the 
Koman  government,  they  have  been  subjected  to 
unceasing  persecution ;  and  every  degrading  epi- 
thet has  been  applied  to  them.  '*  A  nation  meted 
out,  and  trodden  down ;  to  whom  men  have  said, 
28 
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"  Bow  down,  that  we  may  go  over,  and  they  have 
laid  their  body  as  the  ground,  and  as  the  street  to 
them  that  went  over." 

"  My  confusion  is  continually  before  me,  and 
the  shame  of  my  face  hath  covered  me." 

Zion  hath  said,  *'  The  Lord  hath  forsaken  me, 
^nd  mv  God  hath  foreotten  me.  Can  a  woman 
forget  her  sucking  child,  that  she  should  not  have 
compassion  on  the  son  of  her  womb  t  Yea,  they 
may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee."  The  Lord 
beholds  their  deep  afHiction  ;  "  and  in  all  their  affic- 
tion,  he  is  aflSicted."  He  who  came  down  from  hea- 
ven, and  allied  himself  to  the  seed  of  Abraham,  that 
he  might  become  their  King,  is  not  insensible  nor 
regardless  of  their  deep  humiliation.  They  are 
still  liis  people  ;  and  the  greater  their  degradation, 
the  more  does  he  pity  them  :  here  be  identifies  him- 
self with  them,  and  feels  the  dishonour  cast  on 
them,  as  done  to  himself,  saying,  "  my  confusion  is 
contiuually  before  me,  and  the  shame  of  my  face 
hath  covered  me."  As  to  the  cause  of  this  con- 
fusion and  shame,  he  adds, 

"  For  the  voice  of  him  that  reproacheth,  and 
blaspheraeth  ;  by  reason  of  the  enemy  and 
avenger." 

The  Gentiles  think  that  they  cannot  inflict  too 
much  odium  on  the  Jews ;  they  little  know  the 
feelings  with  which  God  regards  his  ancient  people: . 
the  day  is  approaching,  when  He  will  shew  that 
they  are  his  chosen ;  though  for  a  time  he  hath 
suffered  such  an  accumulation  of  calamities  to  be- 
fall them. 
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"  All  this  is  come  upon  us ;  yet  have  we  not 
forgotten  thee,  neither  have  we  dealt 
falsely  in  thy  covenant." 

"  Our  heai-t  is  not  turned  back,  neither  have 
our  steps  declined  from  thy  way." 

"  They  are  not  all  Israel  which  are  of  Israel, 
neither  because  they  are  the  seed  of  Abraham  are 
they  all  children ;"  "he  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  out- 
wardly, neither  is  that  circmncision  which  is  out- 
ward in  the  flesh ;  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one 
inwardly ;  and  circumcision*  is  that  of  the  heart,  in 
the  spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter  whose  praise  is  not 
of  men  but  of  God."  These  words  are  spoken 
of  the  chosen,  the  elect  of  Israel,  who  have  been 
sufferers  and  joint  participators  in  the  calamities 
inflicted  on  the  nation,  although  not  partakers  with 
them  in  their  sins.  These  are  the  sheep  of  Christ, 
who  hear  his  voice,  and  with  whom  he  more  par- 
ticularly identifies  himself,  saying,  "  All  this  is  come 
upon  us,  yet  have  we  not  forgotten  thee."  The 
difference  between  a  godly  and  an  ungodly  man  is, 
that  the  one  habitually  sets  God  before  him,  and 
the  other  forgets  him ;  the  one  lays  hold  of  his 
covenant,  (which  is  the  promise  of  eternal  life)  the 
other  rejects  it ;  the  one  sets  his  face  Zionward, 
and  day  by  day  proceeds  on  his  onward  course, 
"Uke  the  shining  light,  which  shineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day ;"  but  the  other  removes 
farther  and  farther  from  God,  until  his  conscience 
becomes  seared  as  with  a  hot  iron.  It  is  the  for- 
mer with  which  the  Lord  identifies  himself  "  and 
they"  (saith  he)  "shall  be  mine  in  that  day,  when  I 
come  to  make  up  my  jewels ;"  but  now  it  is  need- 
ful that  through  much  tribulation  they  should  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God :  as  gold  is  tried  in  the 
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fire,  and  as  silver  is  purified  in  the  furnace,  so  must 
all  be  tried  who  are  to  have  the  high  honour  of 
being  eternally  the  sons  of  iiod, 

"  Though  thou  hast  sore  broken  us  in  the  place 
of  dragons,  and  covered  us  with  the 
shadow  of  death." 

The  world  is  now  the  place  of  dragons;  for 
Satan,  the  ^eat  dragon,  has  numberless  agents, 
kindred  spirits,  who  aid  him  in  ruling  amon^  the 
children  of  disobedience.  In  this,  the  place  of  dra- 
gons, the  righteous  arc  sore  broken,  for  "uf  they  havo 
persecuted  me,  they  will  also  persecute  you  f  and 
very  many  have  been  covered  with  the  shadfjw  of 
death,  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  tlie  testimony 
which  they  held. 

"  If  we  have  forgotten  the  name  of  our  God, 
or  stretched  out  our  hands  to  a  strange 
God :" 

*'  Shall  not  God  search  this  out?  for  he  knoweth 
the  secrets  of  the  heart." 

If  we  have  done  this,  shall  God  not  know  it  1  Is 
there  any  thing  that  happens,  from  the  overthrow  of 
mighty  nations,  down  to  the  falling  of  a  sparrow  that 
he  does  not  control  ?  God  sees  eveiy  thing,  and  re- 
members ev^ry  thing ;  his  memory  is  so  great  as  to 
find  ample  room  for  the  whole  history  of  every  indi- 
vidual man,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time. 


<c 


Yea,  for  thy  sake  are  we  killed  all  the  day 
long ;  we  are  counted  as  sheep  for  the 
slaughter." 
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The  Apostle  Paul  quotes  these  words,  in  the  8th 
chapter  of  Romans,  as  applicable  to  the  elect  or 
God,  who  cannot  be  separated  from  the  love  of 
Christ,  by  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or 
famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword ;  as  it  is 
written,  "  For  thy  sake  we  are  killed  all  the  day 
long ;  we  are  accounted  as  sheep  for  the  slaughter." 
"  But  the  rod  of  the  wicked  shall  not  always  rest 
upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous :"  "  for  the  needy  shall 
not  always  be  forgotten ;  the  expectation  of  the 
poor  shall  not  perish  for  ever  :  therefore," 

"Awake,  why  sleepest  thou^  O  Lord?  arise, 

cast  us  not  off  for  ever." 
"Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face,  and  forge  ttest 

our  afl3iction  and  our  oppression  ?" 
"  For  our  soul  (life)  is  bowea  down  to  the  dust ; 

our  belly  cleaveth  imto  the  earth." 
"  Arise  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  thy 

mercies'  sake." 

This  is  a  prayer  to  the  Father ;  and  the  burden 
of  it  is  in  the  closing  verse,  "  Redeem  us  for  thy 
mercies'  sake,"  "  for  we  ourselves  groan  within  our- 
Belves,  waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemj)- 
tion  of  our  body."  It  is  a  fervent  desire  that  God 
would  hasten  the  redemption  of  the  purchased  pos- 
session, to  the  praise  of  his  glory ;  for  this  "the  whole 
creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain,  even  imtil 
now."  This  is  the  grand  consummation,  to  which 
all  heaven  looks  forward  with  ineffable  joy ;  and 
for  which  God  himself  has  commanded  us  to  pray^ 
and  to  give  him  no  rest  until  he  accomplish. 


PSALM    XLV. 

1.  My  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter :  I  speak 
of  the  things  which  I  have  made  touching  the 
King ;  my  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer. 

2.  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men ; 

frace  is  poured  into  thy  Ups :  therefore  God  hath 
lessed  thee  for  ever. 

3.  Gird  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O  Most 
Mighty,  with  thy  glory  and  thy  majesty. 

4.  And  in  thy  majesty  ride  prosperously,  because 
of  truth  and  meekness  and  righteousness ;  and  thy 
right  hand  shall  teach  thee  terrible  things. 

5.  Tliine  arrows  are  sharp  in  the  heart  of  the 
King's  enemies ;  w^hereby  the  people  faD  imder 
thee. 

(^.  'J'hy  throne,  0  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever :  the 
Bceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre. 

7.  Thou  lovest  ri<:;liteousne88,  and  hatest  Tvicked- 
ness :  therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath  anointed  tliee 
with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows. 

8.  All  thy  garments  smell  of  myrrh,  and  aloes^ 
and  cassia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces,  whereby  they 
have  made  thee  glad. 

9.  King's  daughters  were  among  thy  honourable 
women  :  upon  thy  right  hand  did  stand  the  queen 
in  gold  of  Ophir. 

10.  Hearken,  0  daughter,  and  consider,  and  in- 
cline thine  ear ;  forget  also  thine  own  people,  and 
thy  father's  house ; 

11.  So  shall  the  King  greatlv  desire  thy  beauty  : 
for  he  is  thy  Lord ;  and  worship  thou  him. 
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12.  And  the  daughter  of  Tvre  shaD  be  there  with 
a  gift ;  even  the  rich  among  the  people  shall  entreat 
thy  favour. 

13.  The  King's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within ; 
her  clothing  is  of  wrought  gold. 

14.  She  shall  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  rai- 
ment of  needlework;  the  virgins, her  companions 
that  follow  her  shall  be  brought  unto  thee. 

15.  With  gladness  and  rejoicing  shall  they  be 
brought :  they  shall  enter  into  the  King's  palace. 

16.  Instead  of  thy  fathers  shall  be  thy  children 
whom  thou  mayest  make  princes  in  all  the  earth. 

17.  I  will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in 
all  generations :  therefore  shall  the  people  praise 
thee  for  ever  and  ever. 

*•  My  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter :  I  speak 
of  the  things  which  I  have  made  touching 
the  King ;  my  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready 
writer." 

We  have  testified  that  Christ  is  the  speaker  iu  all 
the  Ptolms,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  who  knew  be- 
forehand all  that  concerned  him,  dictated  the  same 
to  David.  But  does  David  himself  never  speak  in 
the  Psalms  ?  Only  twice ;  here,  and  in  the  110th 
Psalm,  where  he  begins,  "  The  Lord  said  unto  my 
Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine 
enemies  thy  footstooL"  In  this  Psalm  he  imfolds 
to  us  the  manner  in  which  he  was  used  of  God ;  he 
says,  "  My  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.'' 
The  ready  writer  was  the  Holy  Ghost  who  dwelt 
in  him,  and  spake  to  him,  and  through  him,  by  his 
own  mouth,  i.e.  he  spake  as  he  was  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  "  the  words  were  not  his  own,  neither 
came  they  through  his  own  understanding ;  he  W8i» 


440   HE  IS  FAIRER  THAN  THE  CHILDREN  OF  MEN. 

for  the  time  God  possessed,  and  had  no  more  to  do 
with  the  words  spoken  than  those  demoniacs  of 
whom  we  read  in  the  New  Testament,  that  the 
spirits  made  use  of  their  mouths  and  spake  through 
them.  David  waited  on  God,  until  the  spirit  of  God 
moved  him  ;  he  yielded  himself  into  his  hand,  to  be 
used  of  him ;  and  thus  his  tongue  gave  utterance 
to  words  not  proceeding ^rom  himself  but  from  God,  and 
these  would  be  committed  to  writing  by  ''his  hand 
upon  him."  It  was  thus  that  Elisha,  on  the  occasion 
of  a  great  miracle,  called  for  a  minstrel ;  and  while 
the  minstrel  played,  the  spirit  of  God  came  upon 
him,  and  he  spake,  yet  not  he  but  the  Holy  Ghost. 
"  I  will  speak  of  the  things  which  I  have  (received) 
touching  the  King."  The  King  to  whom  he  refers 
is  Christ ;  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from  what 
follows  respecting  him. 


"  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men." 

As  the  sun  far  exceeds  in  splendour  the  stars,  so 
does  Christ  all  the  excellent  of  the  earth ;  he  trans- 
cends in  beauty  by  many  degrees  the  fairest  of 
Adam's  race ;  yet  outwardly  he  had  no  form  nor 
comUeness,  but  was  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground ; 
when  we  looked  on  him,  there  was  no  beauty  that 
we  should  desire  him ;  **his  visage  was  so  marred, 
more  than  any  man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  sons 
of  men ;  and  yet  there  must  have  been  something 
strikingly  prepossessing  in  his  face  ;  for  it  was  the 
face  of  a  man  who  knew  no  sin,  and  to  whom  guile 
was  an  utter  stranger ;  whose  eyes  beamed  forth 
love  and  compassion  ;  who  was  '*  meek  and  lowly 
in  heart ;"  concerned  only  for  the  welfare  of  others, 
**  for  he  went  about  doing  good."  This  true  nobility 
of  character  must  have  been  imprinted  on  his  coun- 
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tenance,  and  all  the  upright  in  heart  must  have  been 
drawn  to  him^  True  beauty,  however,  consists  not 
in  the  external  form,  but  in  the  hidden  man  of  the 
heart  and  in  this-  respect,  our  Lord  Jesus  had  no 
equal,  has  no  equal,  and  never  shall  have  an  equal : 
he  is  "  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,"  "  the 
chiefest  among  the  tens  of  thousands,  and  altogether 
lovely:"  the  living^  likeness  of  the  invisible  God.  t;p 

"  Grace  is  poured  intc  thy  lips,  therefore  God 
hath  blessed  thee  for  ever." 

Of  John,  it  was  said,  "  he  shall  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  even  from  his  mother's  womb,"  but  of 
Jesus  it  was  said,  that  "  he  was  conceived  by^  the 
Holy  Ghost ;"  and  that "  God  gave  not  the  spirit  by 
measure  unto  him ;"  "  the  grace  of  God  was  upon 
him  ;"  grace  was  poured  into  him,  and  to  this  great 
gi-ace  that  rested  on  him  the  apostle  refers,  saying, 
"  Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
though  he  was  rich,  for  our  sakes  became  poor,  that 
we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich."  "  Grace  and 
truth  came  by  him  ;"  and  every  sentence  that  drop- 
ped from  his  lips  was  full  of  grace,  and  full  of  truth. 
"  God  hath  therefore  blessed  thee  for  ever."  God 
was  well  plesised  with  Christ :  he  was  his  chosen,  in 
w^hom  his  soul  delighted,  therefore  hath  he  made 
him  most  blessed,  and  gven  to  him  a  name  which 
is  above  every  name.  This  blessedness  will  never 
be  withdrawn  from  him;  for  he  sitteth  at  God's 
right  hand,  where  "  there  are  pleasures  for  ever- 
more :"  he  occupies  the  highest  place  in  the  imi- 
verse,  next  to  God,  and  nearest  to  God  ;  which  ex- 
altation is  conferred  on  him  as  the  Son  of  man,  and 
through  him,  on  us,  who  are  promised  to  be  made 
joint  heirs  with  Christ.     Of  course  in  his  original 
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standing  from  eternity  in  the  form  of  God,  he 
counted  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  and 
could  not  be  exalted,  being  himself  the  "  Highest :" 
it  is  therefore  as  linked  to  himianity  that  all  this 
honour  comes  on  him,  and  this  endless  blessedness 
of  which  we  are  to  be  partakers. 


(i 


Gird  thy  sword  upon  thy  tliigh,  O  most 
miffhty,  with  thy  glory  and  thy  majesty  ; 
and  in  thy  majesty  ride  prosperously, 
because  of  truth,  and  meekness,  and  right- 


eousness." 


David  in  spirit  thus  prays  to  the  great  King, 
that  he  would  come  down,  saying,  (Psalm  Ixviii.) 
"  Let  God  arise,  and  let  his  enemies  be  scattered ; 
let  them  also  that  hate  him  flee  before  him ;  as 
smoke  is  driven  away,  so  drive  them  away  ;  as  wax 
melteth  before  the  fire,  so  let  the  wicked  perish  at 
the  presence  of  (rod."  It  is  one  event  spoken  of 
in  both  thefc>e  Psalms,  and  in  many  others ;  as  also 
by  all  the  prophets,  and  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in  all 
his  epistles.  It  is  the  great  epoch,  when  aU  thin^ 
that  are  written  concerning  the  Son  of  man  at  his 
second  advent  shall  be  accomplished;  it  is  the  close 
of  time;  the  commencement  of  eternity,  "the  time  of 
the  dead  that  they  should  be  judged,  and  that  God 
shouldest  give  reward  to  his  servants  the  prophets, 
and  to  the  saints,  and  them  that  fear  ms  name, 
small  and  great ;  and  shouldest  destroy  them  which 
destroy  the  earth."  (See  Rev.  xi.  18.)  When  he 
comes  the  second  time,  it  is  not  to  save  men's  lives, 
but  to  destroy  them,  "  for  the  day  of .  vengeance  is 
in  mine  heart ;"  therefore  he  will  desceno,  girded 
with  the  sword ;  and  his  coming  shall  be  in  glory 
and  majesty.      "  The    heavens  shall   declare  his 


HIS  RIGHT  HAND  WILL  DC  TERRIBLE  THINGS.      443 

righteousness,  and  all  the  people  shall  see  his  glory  1" 
for  he  shall  be  seen  by  all  flesh,  coming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory, 
attended  by  his  holy  angels ;  and  all  kindreds,  and 
peoples,  and  nations  shall  wail  because  of  him  :  he 
will,  (from  the  day  when  he  first  arises  from  that 
throne  on  which  he  now  sits,)  go  forth  conquering 
and  to  conquer ;  progressively,  step  by  step  advan- 
cing in  his  glorious  carreer,  unchecked  by  his  en- 
emies, "  riding  prosperously,"  the  vindicator  of  truth 
and  meekness  and  nghteousness,  and  of  all  who  have 
sufiered  for  these  great  principles,  and  have  sealed 
their  testimony  with  their  blood.  It  is  also  the  year 
of  recompences  for  the  controvei*sy  of  Zion. 

"Thy  right  hand  shall   teach  thee   terrible 
things." 

"  The  Lord  will  do  marvellous  things ;  his  right 
hand  and  his  holy  arm  will  get  for  hi-n  the  victorjr ;" 
"for  he  wiD  come  with  fire,  and  with  his  chariots 
like  a  whirlwind,  to  render  his  anger  with  fury,  and 
his  rebuke  with  flames  of  fire ;  for  by  fire,  and  by 
his  sword  will  the  Lord  plead  with  all"  flesh ;  and 
the  slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  many."  (Isaiah  Ixvi.  15) 
"  He  will  punish  the  world  for  their  evil,  and  the 
wicked  for  their  iniquity ;  and  he  will  cause  the 
arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  cease,  and  will  lay  low 
the  haugntiness  of  the  terrible ;"  and  by  fire,  and 
by  his  sword,  will  so  diminish  the  number  of  earth's 
inhabitants,  that "  a  man  will  be  more  precious  than 
gold,  even  a  man  than  the  golden  wecige  of  Ophir."' 
(Isaiah  xiii.  11,  12.)     Truly  the  day  of  vengeance 
will  be  in  his  heart ;  his  eye  will  not  pity  nor  spare ; 
he  will  cast  them  down  into  destruction  by  thou- 
Bands,  and  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  millionB; 
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yea,  hundreds  of  milUons ;  for  the  earth  shall  be 
covered  with  the  slaiii. 

*<  Thine  arrows  are  sharp  in  the  heart  of  thine 
enemies;  whereby  the  people  fall  under 
thee." 

It  is  David  in  spirit  addressing  the  King,  as  the 
"Most  Miffhty"  now  returning  from  the  heavens 
to  sit  on  his  throne ;  but  first  he  must  make  his 
enemies  his  footstool.  This  he  does  by  destroying 
them  ;  as  it  is  written  in  the  18th  Psaun,  "  he  shall 
send  out  his  arrows,  and  scatter  his  enemies ;  he 
will  shoot  out  his  lightnings  and  discomfit  them ; 
then  the  channels  of  waters  shall  be  seen,  and  the 
foundations  of  the  world  be  discovered,  at  thy  re- 
buke, 0  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the  breath  of  thy 
nostrils.*'  The  people  will  fall  before  liim  in  count- 
less multitudes;  for  it  is  written  in  the  110th  Psalm, 
that  "  he  shall  strike  through  kings  in  the  day  of 
his  wrath,  and  shall  woiuid  (to  death)tlie  heads  over 
many  coimtries." 

"  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever." 

He  who  is  to  sit  upon  David's  throne  is  "  the 
Mighty  God ;"  and  David's  throne  is  now  exalted  to 
be  the  throne  of  God,  because  he  who  sitteth  upon  it 
is  both  God  and  man.  Jerusalem  will  be  "the  city 
of  the  gi'eat  King ;"  the  city  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
and  the  "  city  of  our  God."  (See  Psalm  xlviii.) — on 
which  account  it  is  that  Jerusalem  will  be  called 
by  a  new  name — "  for  the  name  of  the  city  from 
that  day  shall  be  The  Lord  is  there."  (See 
Ezekiel  chap,  xlviii.  and  last  verse)  "  At  that  time," 
^said  the  Lord  to  Jeremiah,  3rd  chapter)  "  they  shall 
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call  Jerusalem  the  throiie  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the 
nations  shall  be  gathered  unto  it — to  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  to  Jerusalem ;  neither  shall  they  walk 
any  more  after  the  imagination  of  their  evil  heart." 
The  apostle  Paul  declares  the  speaker,  in  this 
verse,  to  be  God  the  Father — ^and  the  person  spoken 
to — his  Son,  (See  Hebrews  1st  chap.)  "  To  the 
Son  he  saith,  Thy  throne,  0  God  is  for  ever  and 
ever;"  not  referring  to  the  throne  on  which  he 
now  sits,  (which  he  calls  his  Father's  throne)  as 
appears  in  the  2nd  chapter,  where,  adverting  to  the 
thmgs  concerning  which  he  had  just  been  writing, 
he  adds,  that  they  refer  to  the  world  to  come,  when 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  now  are,  will  give 
place  to  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteous- 
ness :  thus  then  it  is  manifest  that  the  eternal  throne, 
the  throne  of  the  Most  High,  is  in  very  deed  to  be  es- 
tabUshed  on  this  earth,  and  to  continue  here  for  ever, 
Christ  is  God,  and  Christ  on  his  return  to  the  earth, 
will  leave  it  no  more  but  reign  therein  for  ever;  as  ex- 
pressed in  these  words,  "thy  throne,  is  for  ever  and 
ever ;"  and  the  same  truth  is  aflSrmed  by  the  angel, 
"  He  shall  rei^  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever 
and  of  his  kmgdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 

**  A  sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of 
thy  kingdom." 

In  the  101st  Psalm  we  have  unfolded  the  con- 
stitution of  his  government.  "  I"  (saith  he)  "  will 
behave  myself  wisely  in  a  perfect  way ;  I  will  set 
no  wicked  thing  before  mine  eyes ;  I  hate  the  work 
of  them  that  turn  aside,  it  shall  not  cleave  to  me ; 
a  froward  heart  shall  depart  from  me,  I  will  not 
know  a  wicked  person.  Whoso  privily  slandereth 
his  neighbour,  him  will  I  cut  off;  him  that  hath  a 
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high  look  and  a  proud  heart  will  I  not  suffer.  Mine 
eyes  shall  be  upon  the  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they 
may  dwell  with  me ;  he  that  walketh  in  a  perfect 
way,  he  shall  serve  me ;  he  that  worketh  deceit 
shall  not  dwell  within  my  house  ;  he  that  telleth  lies 
shall  not  tarry  in  my  sight."  From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  his  reign  this  will  be  the  principle  of 
his  government  ;  for  he  adds,  "  I  will  early  (%,€.  in 
the  beginning  of  my  kingdom)  destroy  all  the 
wicked  of  the  earth,  that  I  may  cut  off  all  wicked 
doers  from  the  city  of  the  Lord."  In  accordance 
with  this,  we  find  it  declared  in  the  24th  Psalm, 
that  none  are  admitted  into  his  presence,  or  have 
access  to  the  city  of  his  holiness  but  such  as  have 
"  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart,  and  who  hath  not 
lifted  up  his  soul  imto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully." 
And  Isaiah  says,  (34th  chapter)  *'  an  highway  shall 
be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  shall  be  called  the  way 
of  holiness,  the  miclean  shall  not  pass  over  it ;  but 
it  shall  be  for  those,  the  way-fanng  men,  though 
fools  shall  not  err  therein." 

"Thou  lo  vest  righteousness,  and  hat  est  wicked- 
ness ;  therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath  anoint- 
ed thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy 
fellows." 

When  he  sojourned  with  us,  he  was  righteous  in 
all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.  "  God's 
righteous  servant :"  from  the  manger  to  the  cross 
"he  knew  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
mouth :"  the  character  he  then  bore  he  ever  will 
sustain,  being  "  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever :"  he  loves  righteousness,  and  hates  wicked- 
ness, therefore  wiD  God  anoint  him  with  the  oil  of 
gladness  above  his  fellows,  and  will  make  him 
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moBt  blessed  for  ever,  will  make  him  exceeding' 
glad  with  his  countenance  ;  and  his  glory  shall  be 
great  in  his  salvation.  When  it  is  said,  "  God,  thy 
&od,''  as  addressed  to  the  Son,  it  is  in  his  mediae 
torial  capacity,  in  which  capacity  he  will  never 
cease  to  act,  nor  the  Father  cease  to  be  his  God : 
while  at  the  same  time  he  himself  is  "  over  all,  God 
blessed  for  ever."  He  coimteth  it  no  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God ;  nor  that  "  all  men  should  honour 
the  Son  even  as  they  honour  the  Father."  Being 
the  creator,  he  can  and  will  continue  to  act  in  the 
limited  capacity  of  created  intelligence,  for  the 
glory  of  the  trixme  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost.  Christ's  fellows  are  his  brethren,  who  are 
"  to  sit  with  him  on  thrones,  judging  the  tribes  of 
Israel."  They  shall  reign  with  him  upon  the  earth, 
and  will  be  his  chosen  companions,  and  partakers 
ot  his  glory. 

**  All  thy  garments  smeU  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and 
cassia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces  whereby 
they  have  made  thee  glad." 

Christ  had  gone  into  the  far  country  to  receive  a 
kingdom  and  to  return.  Now  he  is  returned,  and 
reigns  in  Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  before 
"his  ancients  gloriously  :"  as  to  the  fragrance  of  his 
garments — ^this  is  no  figure  of  speech — ^but  what 
Siall  be  literally  true  of  nis  glorious  person,  as  ap- 
pears in  the  Song  of  Solomon,  which  is  a  revela- 
tion of  Christ  and  his  church,  in  the  age  to  come  : 
he  is  perfumed  with  myrrh,  and  frankincense:"  "the 
smell  of  his  garments  is  as  the  smell  of  Lebanon :" 
"  his  countenance  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the 
cedars :"  as  to  the  ivory  palaces,  we  know  that  "he 
will  beautify  the  place  ot  his  sanctaary,  and  make 
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the  place  of  his  feet  elorioufl."  In  those  days  when 
Jerusalem  shall  be  the  "  throne,  of  the  Lord,"  there 
will  not  be  one  but  many  palaces:  as  it  is  written  in 
the  48th  Psalm,  '*  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round 
about  her,  tell  the  towers  thereof,  mark  ye  well  her 
bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces ;  that  ye  may  tell  it 
to  the  generation  following." 


Bang's  daughters  were  among  thy  honourable 


women. 


The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  faint  and  feeble 
types  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  of  Christ ;  which 
is  so  soon  to  take  the  place  of  all  these  imperfect 
representations;  yet,  as  in  all  these  kingdoms  there  is 
a  capital,  so  will  there  be  in  the  kingdom  to  come ; 
and  it  will  be  called  "  the  city  of  the  Great  King." 
In  the  capital,  the  king  has  his  throne,  aroimd  which 
his  courtiers  assemble,  and  have  different  degrees 
of  dignity  and  honour  assigned  them ;  so  will  it 
be  in  Jerusalem,  the  eternal  capital ;  there  wiD  be 
principalities,  and  powers,  and  oignitaries  of  higher 
and  lower  positions.  There  will  be  those  who  shall 
have  their  thrones  immediately  on  his  right  hand, 
and  on  his  left;  an  honour  solicited  long  ago  by  two 
of  his  Apostles,  but  which  he  declined  to  promise, 
as  being  an  honour  designed  for  those  for  whom 
it  was  reserved  by  his  Father.  There  will  be  those 
who  shall  be  called  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, and  those  who  shall  be  least.  There  will  be 
among  the  redeemed.  Cherubim,  and  Seraphim,  and 
Elders,  with  crowns  of  gold  upon  their  heads ;  these 
wiD  be  of  limited  number ;  while  there  will  be  count- 
less multitudes  clothed  in  white  robes,  and  palms  of 
victory  in  their  hands.  King's  daughters  also  will 
be  amongst  his  honourable  women,  and  of  these 
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may  be  the  virgins  who  are  companionfl  to  the 
queen,  and  are  by  her  presented  to  the  Kin^;  *'  with 
gladness  and  rejoicing  they  shall  be  brought :  they 
shall  •  enter  into  the  King's  palace.'*  These  all 
"  shall  see  thy  goings,  0  God ;  even  the  goings  of 
my  God,  my  King,  in  the  sanctuary."  The  singers 
went  before,  the  players  on  instruments  followed 
after;  among  them  were  the  damsels  playing  with 
timbrels.  "  Bless  ye  God  in  the  congregations, 
even  the  Lord,  from  the  fountain  of  Israel."  (Psalm 
Ixviii.) — ^all  refer  to  the  world  to  come,  "  when 
there  shall  be  time  no  longer." 

"  Upon  thy  right  hand  di<J  stand  the  Queen  in 

gold  of  Ophir." 
"  She  is  all  glorious  within  ;  her  clothing  is  of 

wrought  gold." 

This  is  the  ('hurch;  to  whom  St.  Paul  writes,  in  the 
1 1th  of  2nd  Cor.  saying  •'  I  am  jealous  over  you  with 
a  godly  jealousy,  for  I  nave  espoused  you  to  one  hus- 
band, that  I  may  present  you,  a  chaste  virgin  to 
Cluist."  Concerning  this  church,  he  shews  that  she 
bears  the  some  relation  to  Christ  spiritually,  as  Eve 
naturally  did  to  Adam.  Adam  and  Eve  were  types 
of  Christ  and  his  church,  "  whom  he  loved  and  for 
whom  he  gave  himself,  that  he  might  sanctify  and 
cleanse  her  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word ;" 
•*  that  He  might  (eventually)  present  her  to  himself 
a  glorious  church,  not  havmg  spot  nor  wrinkle, 
nor  any  such  thing,  but  that  she  should  be  holy  and 
without  blemish."  This  great  transformation,  he 
will,  with  the  washing  of  water,  by  the  word,  effect, 
viz.  by  her  "  holding  fast  the  confidence  (which  is 
be^L^utten  by  faith  in  the  blood  of  Christ)  and  the  re- 

{'oicing  of  the  hope  firm  unto  the  end."     Then  will 
)e  the  day  of  his  nuptials ;  for  thus  it  is  written,  "  let 
29 
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lis.  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  unto  bim, 
for  the  maniage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife 
hatli  made  herself  ready."  The  Song  of  Solomon, 
(dictated  by  the  Holy  Gkost,)  is  full  of  interchange 
of  loves  between  the  King  and  Queen  ;  the  close 
fitiidy  of  which,  will,  in  connexion  with  this  -subject^ 
be  blessed  to  the  pure  in  heart ;  "  for  to  the  pure  oD 
things  are  pure,  but  to  the  unbelieving  is  nothing 
pure,  but  even  their  mind  and  conscience  is  de- 
nied." The  highest  dignitary  in  the  world  to 
come  is  Christ;  "  in  whom  dweUeth  all  the  fulness  of 
the  Godhead  bodily ;"  and  the  next  in  order  will  be 
the  Bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  consisting  of  all  who  are 
counted  wortliy  of  that  high  honour.  Many  among 
the  childi'cn  of  men  will  be  raised  to  everlasting  life, 
when  the  dead,  small  and  great,  shall  stand  before 
him  ;  but  none  of  these  shall  form  the  Bride  ;  all 
who  are  elevated  to  this  high  dignity  must  be  raised 
in  the  morning,  i.e.  at  the  first  resurrection ;  "  for 
blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  first 
resurrection,  on  such  the  second  deatli  hath  no 
power,  but  they  sliall  be  priests  (and  kings)  of  God 
and  of  Christ ;''  all  who  were  made  partakers  of 
the  Holy  Ghost;  for  this  union  makes  one  Spirit  with 
the  Lord,  like  as  Eve  taken  from  Adam's  side,  made 
one  body  '\\nth  him.     ft  will  l)o  the  most  exalti»d 

Eosition  under  Christ  in  the  whole  univei-se.  Eye 
ath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  entered 
the  mind  to  conceive,  the  g-reatnt^ss  of  the  glory 
awaiting  the  Spouse  of  Christ !  Hers  will  indeed 
be  an  exceeding  great  and  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory. 

**  Hearken.  O  daughter,  and  consider,  and  in- 
cline thine  ear :  forget  also  thine  own 
people,  and  thy  father's  house." 


*•: 
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We  liave  here  one  of  those  quick  traiiBitioiis 
which  are  common  to  this  sacred  book,  and  to  it 
only ;  transitions  sometimes  from  the  present  to  the 
future,  and  sometimes,  as  in  this  place,  from  the 
futm-e  back  to  the  present.  David  in  spirit  had 
been  pointing  out  the  queen  in  gold  of  Ophir,  hav- 
ing made  herself  ready,  being  au  glorious  within ; 
and  having  been  presented  to  the  king.  Suddenly 
the  scene  changes,  and  we  are  brought  back  to  the 
present  time  of  probation,  in  which  we  have  to  "work 
out  oiu*  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling/' 
The  future  queen  is  here  addi'essed,  and  the  mode 
pointed  out,  by  which  she  is  f,o  be  prepared  for  her 
future  dignity.  *'Hearken,  0  daughter," "incline  your 
ear,  and  come  unto  me,  hear,  and  your  soul  shall 
live."  The  dead  (spirituaUy)  come  to  life  by  hear- 
ing the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God.  "  Blessed  is  the 
man  that  heareth  me,  watching  daily  at  my  gates, 
waiting  at  the  posts  of  my  doors ;  for  whoso  findeth 
me  findeth  life."  (Proverbs  viii,  24).  We  are  to 
hearken  morning  by  morning,  and  his  w^ords  are  to 
abide  in  us.  We  must  be  created  anew  in  Cliiist 
Jesus  ;  all  natural  ties  must  be  absorbed  in  the  new 
and  enduring  relation  of,  one  in  Christ,  and,  one  with 
(Jlirist,  "  Who  is  my  mother,  and  who  are  my  bre- 
thren Y"  and  tmmng  round  to  his  disciples,  he  said, 
"  Behold  my  mother  and  my  brethren ;  for  who- 
soever shall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  who  is  in 
heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother  and  sister  and  mo- 
ther." 

"  So  shall  the  king  greatly  desire  thy  beauty  ; 
for  he  is  thy  Lord ;  and  worship  thou 
him." 

As  the  king  himself  is  altogether  lovely  ;  the  per- 
fection of  beauty ;  so  must  his  bride  become ;  all  fair 
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and  beautiful ;  and  tluH  Blie  does  become  by  hear- 
kening, and  cuiiKlderiug,  and  inclining  her  ear.  She 
thuB  forgets  her  own  people,  ami  her  father's  house ; 
and  hates  even  her  own  fife  for  Christ ;  then  indeed 
she  is  desirable  in  his  eyes,  when  He  is  the  one  ob- 
ject whom  her  soul  loveth ;  a  love  compatiMe  with 
the  most  profound  reverence,  "  be  is  thy  Lord,  and 
worship  thou  him." 


"  And  the  daughter  of  Tyre  shall  be  there  with 

a  gift ;  even  the  rich  among  the  people 

shall  entreat  thy  favour." 
*'  The  king's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within  ; 

her  clothing  is  of  wrought  gold." 
*'  She  shall  be  brought  imto  the  king  in  raiment 

of  needlework ;  the  virgins  her  companions 

that  follow  her  shaU  be   brought   unto 

thee." 
"  With  gladness  and  rejoicing  shall  they  be 

brought ;  they  shall  enter  into  the  king  s 

palace." 

All  these  things  exclusively  refer  to  **  his  tiraes," 
when  he  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  fatlier  David, 
"  for  in  mercy  shall  the  throne  be  established,  and 
he  shall  sit  upon  it  in  truth  in  the  tabernacle  of 
David;  judging,  and  seeking  judgment,  and  hasting 
righteousness.''  Jerusalem  will  then  indeed  be  ''the 
city  of  the  great  King"  who  also  is,  the  Lord  of  Hostac 
the  Holy  One  ot  Israel.  To  the  place  of  his  throne 
all  nations  and  peoples  and  tongues  shall  be  peric»- 
dically  apsembled  "  to  exalt  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
to  worship  at  his  footstool  for  he  is  holy  ;"  and  Jill 
ahaU  bring  presents  nntq  him  that  ought   to    bo 
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feared ;"  and  so  when  Ethiopia  stretches  out  her 
hands  unto  God,  "  the  daughter  of  Tyre  also  shaD 
be  there  with  a  gift ;"  "  for  because  of  thy  temple 
at  Jerusalem  shall  kings  bring  presents  unto  thee." 
Like  as  at  his  first  coming,  when  the  strangers  ap- 
proached to  worship,  tiiey  opened  their  treasures, 
and  presented  to  him  gifts ;  gold  and  frankincense 
and  myrrh  ;  so  shall  it  be  when  he  shall  sit  upon 
the  throne  of  his  glory.  The  naticms  will  vie  with 
each  other  in  the  offerings  which  they  will  bring 
from  afar  to  present  to  Him, 

In  the  kingdom  of  God  there  will  be  great  dis- 
tinctions even  as  now,  but  the  highest  in  the  king- 
dom will  be  the  queen,  whose  "  clothing  is  of 
wrought  gold."  This  personage  is  not  one  but 
many,  as  appears  from  Revelations,  xix.  7,  "  Let  us 
be  glad  and  rejoice  and  give  honour  to  him.  for  the 
marriage  of  the-  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath- 
made  herself  ready ;  and  to  her  was  granted  that 
she  should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  and  white 
for  the  fine  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints." 
The  righteousness  of  saints  is  not  personal  but  im- 
puted righteousness,  and  with  it  she  will  be  aO 
glorious  within.  The  general  assembly  and  ohm-ch 
of  the  first  bom  is  destined  to  occupy  this  high  and 
enduring  dimity,  and  the  virgins  tier  companions 
that  follow  her  have  yet  to  come  into  existence. 
•*  A  people  that  shall  be  bom  shall  praise  the  Lord  :" 
they  shall  pass  through  the  terrestial  into  the  celes- 
tial, and  then  they  shall  enter  into  the  king's  palace, 
which  is  the  heavenly  JerusaJem,  with  gladness 
and  rejoicing. 

"  Instead  of  thy  fathers  shall  be  thy  children, 
whom  thou  mayest  make  princes  in  all  the 
earth." 
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Chrifit  Avill  l>e  the  father  of  the  everlasting  a^, 
being  the  first  bom  fi-om  the  dead,  and  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  (new)  creation  of  Go.d ;  then  all  the  re- 
deemed from  among  men,  "  the  general  assembly 
and  ciiiu-ch  of  the  first  born"  will  be  his  children ;  and 
they  shall  be  princes  in  all  the  earth  :  having  ad- 
judged them  faithful  over  the  few  things  committed 
to  their  charge  in  this  world,  they  are  exalted  to 
be  rulers  of  many  things  ;  and  the  rule  committed 
to  them  in  the  world  to  come  (of  which  this  Psalm 
is  treating)  will  continue  to  increase  with  the  pro- 
gressive mcrease  of  his  kingdom,  "  for  of  the  in- 
crease of  his  government  and  peace  there  shall  be 
no  end."  This  is  a  Psalm  of  David ;  he  speaks  of 
himself  in  the  first  verse  ;  then,  after  the  first  few 
words,  he  speaks  in  spirit  to  the  king,  and  closes  at 
the  end  of  the  16th  verse  ;  being  the  only  Psalm  in 
which  he  is  the  speaker,  except  the  110th  Psalm 
where  *'  David  in  spirit  calleth  him  Lord,"  saying, 
"  the  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  on  my  right 
hand  until  1  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool"  In 
the  concluding  verse  of  this  Psalm,  it  is  the  Father 
wli(»  speaks  to  the  Son;  as  he  also  does  in  the  second 
Psalm,  where  he  says,  "  Ask  of  me,  and  I  will  give 
thee  the  heatlu^n  for  thine  inheritance  f  and  here, 

'*  I  will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in 
all  generations ;  therefore  shaD  the  people 
praise  thee  for  ever  and  ever." 

Our  Lord  Jesus  glorified  his  father  upon  the 
earth ;  and  now  doth  the  Father  glorify  him ;  giving 
to  him  a  name  which  is  above  everj'  name ;  ana 
will  make  his  name  to  be  remembred,  and  to  be 
jaaised  for  over  and  ever.  There  is  something 
voiy  man^ellous  in  the  three  persons  in  the  God- 


'•s.» 


rjRPLVT  IS  THE  MYSTERY  OF  GODUNESS.  455' 

head   time   miniHtcring  each  to  tlie   glory  of  the 
otlier ;  into  wliich  things  it  becomeft  us  with  pro- 
found  reverence  to   enquire.      The    existence   of 
more  than  one  person  in  the  Godhead  must  have 
been  very  dimly  perceived'  by  the  prophets,  even 
"  when  th«y  searched  diligently,  who  prophesied 
of  the  grace  that  should  come  unto  us,''  but  now 
tliis  great  mystery  (so  far  as  it»  existence  is  con- 
cerned) is  clearly  revealed.     The  Father  is  God : 
the  Son  is  God  :   the  Holy  Ghost  is  God.     Three 
distinct   persons,    whose    existence   had   no    com- 
mencement, and  shall  have  no  end :  alike  omnipo- 
tent, omnisoent,  and  omnipresent.     The  gi-eat  work 
of  incarnation  brings  clearly  to  light  the  marvell- 
ous doctrine  of  a  Trinity  in  Unity,  and  Unity  in 
Trinity  ;  and  in  this  Trinity,  each  one  glorifying 
the  other.     First,  the  Son   glorifying  the  Father, 
(through  the  Eternal  Spirit)  then  the  Father  glo- 
rifying the  Son,  and  now  the  third  Person  proceeds 
from  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  to  glorify  both :  as  it 
is  written,  "He  shall  glorify  me,  for  he  shall  re- 
ceive of  min€j,  and  shew  it  unto  you."     If  any  one 
shall  be  disposed  to  reject  this  doctrine,  because  it 
is  above  human  comprehension,  let  him  look  nearer 
home,  and  explain,  if  he  can,  the  connection  be- 
tween soul  ana  body,  and  the  relation  they  have  to 
each  other.     "  There  are  three  who  bear  record  in 
heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  these  three  are  one."     1  John  v.  7. 


PSALM    XLVK 

1.  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  pre- 
sent help  in  trouble. 

2.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth 
be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried 
into  the  midst  of  the  sea ; 

3.  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be  trou- 
bled, though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling 
thereof.     Selah. 

4.  There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall 
make  glad  the  citv  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  the 
tabernacles  of  the  Most  High. 

5.  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her ;  she  shall  not  be 
moved :  God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early. 

6.  The  heathen  raged,  the  kingdoms  were  mo- 
ved :  he  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth  melted. 

7.  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us;  the  God  of 
•Facob  is  our  refuse.     Selah. 

8.  Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what 
desolations  he  hath  made  in  the  earth. 

9.  He  maketh  wars  to  cease  unto  the  ends  of 
the  earth ;  he  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the 
spear  in  sunder ;  he  bumeth  the  chariot  in  the  fire. 

10.  Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God  :  I  wiD  be 
exalted  among  the  heathen,  I  will  be  exalted  in  the 
«^arth. 

H.  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us;  the  God  of 
.lacob  is  our  refuge.     Selah." 
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God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  pre- 
sent help  in  trouble." 
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This,  and  the  following  two  Psalms,  refer  to  the 
same  period  as  the  preceding  PsaJin,  ue.  to  the  kingdom 
of  God ;  to  tliat  day  when  the  Lord  Jesus  will  begin 
to  sit  on  that  throne  which  is  to  be  "  for  ever  and 
ever."  The  persons  who  speak  are  the  ransomed 
of  the  Lord  (among  the  literal  Israel)  "  who.  come 
to  Zion,  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
heads ;"  and  of  whom  it  is  said,  "  The  remnant  shall 
retiu-n,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob,  imto  the  mighty 
God ;"  "  for  except  the  Lord  of  hosts  had  left  unto 
us  a  very  small  remnant,  we  should  have  been  like 
unto  Sodom,  and  been  made  as  Gomorrah.'*  (See 
Isaiah,  chapter  i.)  The  remnant  are  numbered, 
and  sealed,  consisting  of  twelve  thousand  of  each 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  they 
appear  on  the  Mount  Zion,  with  the  Lamb,  on  the 
day  of  his  return  ;  and  do  form  the  first  fruits  of  an 
endless  series  of  generations ;  who,  without  any  ex- 
ceptions, will  be  holy  and  faultless  in  the  presence 
of  God.  It  is  his  chosen  remnant  of  the  nouse  of 
Israel,  by  whom  these  words  are  spoken.  They 
have  made  the  everlasting  God  their  refugo  and 
strength ;  if  they  had  not  done  so,  how  could  they 
have  passed  through  the  terrors  of  this  day — a  day 
on  which,  God  in  his  indignation  is  to  bring  back 
upon  the  earth  a  chaos  like  as  it  was  before  he 
pronomiced  the  word,  "  Let  there  be  Ught."  The 
earth  previous  to  that  word,  "  was  without  form 
and  void ;"  and  so  it  will  be  on  that  day,  when  the 
renmant  of  Israel  have  made  God  their  "refuge 
and  strength,"  and  find  him  "  a  very  present  help 
in  trouble." 
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Therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the  earth 
be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains 
be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea." 
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This  IS  no  figure  of  speech,  but  a  reality,  of  which 
the  speakers  shall  be  eye  witnesses ;  for  "  be- 
hold, tlie  Lord  maketli  the  earth  empty,  and  mak- 
ethit  waste,  and  tiirneth  it  npside  down,  and  scat- 
tereth  abroad  the  inhabitants  thereof/'  (Isaiah  xxi  v. 
1.)  In  that  day  not  a  single  hmnan  habitation  will 
be  left  standing  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth, 
excepting  only  those  in  Jonisalexn*,  **  which  at  no 
time  can  be  removed  but  aindetk/ar  ever,*' 

"  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be 
troubled,  and  thougli  the  moimtains  shake 
with  the  swelling  tliereof/' 

Even  now  when  a  violent  hurricane  comes,  how 
it  agitates  the  mass  of  waters,  and  endangers  the- 
lives  of  the  mariners !  How  then  must  it  be  when 
the  whole  earth  is  upheaved,  with  its  mighty  ocean 
on  its  bosom  !  The  sight  Avill  bt-  awfully  grand  and 
terrific  !  Our  Lord  makes  allusion  to  it ;  refening 
to  that  day,  he  says,  there  will  \>e  "  the  sea  and 
the  waves  roaring,  and  men's  heai-ts  failing  them 
for  fear."  "  If  the  rigliteous  shall  scarcely  be  siived, 
where  will  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear?'* 
But  the  little  flock  shall  be  safe  in  his  secure  keep- 
ing, covered  with  the  shadow  of  his  wings,  and 
guided  to  the  city  of  habitation  ;  to  which  eitj  our 
attention  is  now  directed  : 

"  There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  shall 
make  glad  the  city  of  God." 

The  city  of  God,  where  he  will  dwell  among  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever,  is  Jenisfilem  ;  on  which 
accoimt  it  is  (?alled  the  holy  city  :  and  this  new 
river  shall  flow  throngh  it,  and  from  it.    In  the  47tb 
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chapter  of  Ezekiel,  it  is  written,  that  "  the  waters 
sliall  issue  out  from  the  holy  sanctuary,  from  under 
the  threshold  of  the  house  eastward,  i.e.  from'  the 
forefront  of  the  house ;  they  shall  come  down  from 
mider;  from  the  right  side  of  the  house  at  the 
south  side  of  the  altar ;  they  diall  flow  throu^  the 
city,  and  out  by  the  gate  that  looketh  eastward  r — 
at  first  a  rivulet  or  small  stream,  but  rapidly  grow- 
ing into  the  dimensions  of  a  great  river.  On  the 
banks  of  this  river  diall  grow  trees  for  meat,  whose 
leaf  shall  not  fade,  neither  shall  the  fruit  thereof  be 
consumed;  they  shall  bring  forth  new  fruit  monthly; 
because  the  watersissuedout  of  the  sanctuary,  "These 
waters  issue  out  toward  the  east  coimtrj',  and  go 
down  into  the  desert,  and  go  into  the  sea ;  which 
being  brought  forth  into  me  sea,  the  waters  shall 
be  healed ;"  "and  every  thing  shall  live  whither  the 
river  Cometh."  This  is  the  river  "the  streams 
whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city  of  God."  When 
these  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from  the  pre- 
sence of  God,  this  river  will  be  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  sources  of  this  refreshing,  for  it  will  irrigate 
the  whole  earth ;  as  appears  from  the  65th  Psalm, 
where  it  is  said,  "  Thou  visit  est  the  earth  and 
waterest  it ;  thou  greatly  enrichest  it  with  the 
river  of  God,  which  ib  full  of  water." 

"  The  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the 
Most  High." 

There  will  be  many  tabernacles  or  dwelling 
places  in  mount  Zion  ;  "  and  the  Lord  will  create 
upon  every  dwelling  place,  and  upon  (the  places 
of)  their  assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoKe  by  day, 
and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;" 
and  Jerufealem  herself  shall  be  "  a  tabernacle  that 
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shall  not  be  taken  down;  not  one  of  the  stakes 
thereof  shall  ever  be  removed ;  neither  shall  any  of 
the  cords  thereof  be  broken ;  but  iJiere  the  glo- 
rious Lord  will  make  (to  the  inhabitants)  a  place  of 
broad  rivers  and  streams,  wherein  ahaU  go  no 
^lley  with  oars,  neither  shall  gallant  shi^  pass 
tnereby."  (See  Isaiah  xxxiii.  21. J  That  is  the 
"  river  whose  streams  do  glad  the  city  of  God." 

''  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her :  she  shaB  not  be 
moved :  God  shall  h^  her  and  that  right 
early." 

The  name  of  the  city  shall  be  "  the  Lord  is  tliere." 
But  shall  he  be  visible t  yes:  for  it  is  written  in 
the  chapter  last  quoted,  "  Thine  eyes  shall  see  the 
King  in  his  beauty ;"  and  to  see  the  King,  is  to  see 
God :  for  the  Father  no  man  hath  seen,  nor  can 
see,  but  the  only  begotten,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of 
the  Father,  he  shall  be  seen,  and  the  bright  ef- 
fulgence of  his  glory,  will  irradiate  continually,  Jeni- 
salem,  and  all  the  country  to  its  remotest  bounds* 
Jerusalem  he  calls  his  dwelling-place,  his  rest  for 
ever,  the  place  of  his  throne.  From  the  day  that 
he  descends  to  his  eternal  dwelling-place,  from  that 
day  she  shall  become  "  a  quiet  resting-place,  where 
violence  and  strife  will  no  more  be  heard."  But  as 
yet  she  is  desolate,  and  a  dwelling-place  for  stran- 
gers ;  the  worst  of  the  heathen  are  there.  The  Lord 
will  help  her,  he  will  come  doAvn  to  fight  for  Mount 
Zion,  as  the  capital  of  his  extensive  kingdom ;  it  ynSi 
be  one  of  his  first  acts  on  returning  to  the  earth ; 
it  will  be  "  right  early,"  ue,  in  the  womb  of  the  mor^ 
ning ;  in  the  first  dawn  of  that  day  which  will  be 
followed  by  no  night.  "  As  birds  flying,  so  will  the 
Lord  defend  Jerusalem  ;   defending  also  he    w^ 
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deliver  it;"  when  they  shall  see  Jerusalem  in  the  pos- 
Besfiion  of  their  Bege  Lord,  "  Jacob  sliall  rejoice  and 
Israel  shall  be  glad,"  saying,  "the  Lord  is  our  Judge, 
the  Lord  is  our  law-giver,^he  Lord  is  our  King,  he 
will  save  us."  "  In  that  day  he  will  swallow  up  death 
in  victory;  he  will  wipe  away  tears  from  oflFall  faces; 
and  the  rebuke  of  his  people  (^Israel)  he  shall  take 
away  from  off  all  the  earth." 


""  The  heathen  raged,  the  kingdoms  were 
moved;  he  uttered  liis  voice,  the  earth 
melted." 

Joel  iii.  1, "'  For  behold  in  those  days,  and  in  that 
fime,  when  I  shall  bnng  again  the  captivity  of 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,  I  will  also  gather  all  nations, 
and  will  bring  them  down  into  the  valley  of  Jeho- 
fihaphat,  and  will  plead  with  them  there,  for  my 
people  and  for  my  neritage  Israel,  whom  they  have 
scattered  among  the  nations,  and  parted  my  land." 
Thus  it  will  be  a  simultaneous  work,  the  deKverance 
of  Israel,  and  the  punishment  of  the  nations.  The 
action  of  this  6th  verse  is  the  same  with  that  of  the 
2nd  Psalm,  "  Why  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the 
people  imagine  a  vain  thing  1"  It  takes  place  just 
at  the  close  (and  "  when  they  shall  say,  peace  and 
safety,  then  sudden  destruction  cometn  upon  them, 
and  travail  as  upon  a  woman  with  child,  and  they 
shall  not  escape.)"  The  tumultuous  miisses  of  peo- 
ple imder  the  leadership  of  Antichrist  and  his  sub- 
ordinate kings,  have  congregated  in  the  great  plain 
of  Esdiaelon,  to  fight  against  the  Lord,  and  against 
his  anointed,  saying,  '•  Let  us  break  their  bands 
uHunder,  let  us  cast  away  their  cords  from  us.  He 
that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shalt  laugh,  the  Lord 
«hall  have  them  iu  derision;  then  shall  he  speak 
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uiito  them  iii  Ids  wrath,  and  vex  tliem  in  Lis  sore 
■displeaHure."  "  Tlie  Lord  shall  roar  from  on  higli, 
he  shall  utter  his  voice  from  Iiih  holy  habitation.** 
*•  The  elements  shall  melt  ^vith  fervent  heat^  and 
the  earth  and  the  works  therein  shall  be  burnt  up." 
It  shall  become  "  without  foim  and  void ;"  and  me 
heavens  shall  give  no  light ; — how,  ui  such  circum- 
stances, can  any  survive  ?  God,  who  Provided  the 
ark  for  Noah  and  his  familv,  in  f be  deluge,  and  for 
Lot  and  his  daughters,  in  the  destruction  of  Sodom, 
wall  keep  the  little  band  of  true  Israelites^  safe  in 
bis  pavillion  until  the  calamities  are  overpast — 
tliis  they  joyfully  acknowledge,  saying, 

"  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us ;  the  God  of 
Jacob  is  oiu*  refuge." 

This  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  "  the  Lord  of  hosts,'* 
whom  Iwiiah  saw  in  his  vision  sitting  upon  his  throne, 
high  and  lifted  up ;  '*  he  is  the  Lord  strong  and 
mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle;"  he  shall  be  on  the 
side  of  Israel,  and  shall  be  seen  in  the  air  alx)ve  them 
as  **  the  Leader  and  commander  to  the  people."  Tlie 
crash  of  mountains  and  the  noise  of  conflicting 
elements  will  not  alarm  them,  for  he  is  on  their  side, 
who  is  "  mightier  than  the  noise  of  many  waters, 
yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  sea." 

"  Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord,  what 
desolations  he  hath  made  in  the  eai-th." 

"  He  maketh  wars  to  cease  unto  the  ends  (»f 
the  earth  ;  he  breaketh  the  bow,  and 
cutteth  the  spear  in  sunder,  and  burneth 
the  chariot  in  the  fire/' 

It  shiill  be  a  short  work  ;  **  for  the  Lord  will  make 
a  short  work  in  the  earth;"  "at  eventide  trouble^ 
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and  before  the  morning  lie  is  not."  The  briers  and 
the  thorns  will  be  sot  against  him ;  but  in  a  mo- 
ment he  will  go  through  them  ;  "  he  will  send  forth 
his  arrows  and  scatter  them,  and  shoot  oat  his  light- 
nings and  discomfit  them  ;"  he  will  consume  them 
by  thousands  and  by  milllions  in  a  moment,  and 
will  make  tlie  earth  a  vast  desolation,  almost  with- 
out an  inhabitant.  The  birds  of  the  heavens  will 
have  fled,  and  silence  shall  reign  ;  all  the  fruitful 
places  shall  be  wildernesses ;  and  all  the  cities  be 
broken  down,  at  the  presence  of  the  Loid,  and  by 
his  fierce  anger.  God's  chosen  remnant,  the  hun- 
dred and  forty  four  thousand,  are  now  invited  to 
take  a  siu^ey  of  the  geat  desolation,  which  God, 
in  the  day  of  his  sore  displeasure,  hath  brought 
upon  the  human  race.  All  tne  men  of  war,  with  all 
their  improved  implements  of  destruction,  are  laid 
low  together ;  every  vestige  of  those  formidable 
weapons  which  were  as  an  open  sepulchre,  and  had 
proved  so  fatal,  in  human  combats,  shall  now  be 
sought  for,  and  shaU  not  be  found,  for  "  he  breaketh 
the  bow  and  cutteth  the  spear  in  sunder,  and  bur- 
neth  the  chariot  in  the  fire."  In  vain  have  the  ar- 
tillery of  Aiiticlni^t's  legions  been  directed  against 
him  !  Their  biiUots  have  all  returned  in  full  force 
upon  those  who  discharge  tliem.  All  are  prostrat<.?d 
and  laid  low.  God  hath  confounded  the  people 
that  delight  in  war. 

**  Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God  :  I  will  bo 
exalted  among  the  heathen,  I  will  he  ex- 
alted in  the  earth/' 

Again  we  have  in  the  speaker  the  Lord  Jesus, 
now  sitting  on  '*  his  great  wliite  throne ;"  having 
just  finished  liis  great>  and  sore,  and  terrible  work 
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of  judgment  on  the  living.     He  is  God:  he  lx)tb 
proceeded  forth,  and  came  from  God,  and  is  him- 
self the  true  and  living  God.     These  words  are 
addressed  to  the  few  survivors,  even  to  his  restored 
remnant,  who  had  just  returned  from  "  beholding 
the  works  of  the  Lord,  the  desolations  which  he 
had  made  in  the  earth."     "  Be  still,  and  know  that 
I  am  God."     "  Be  «ilent,  0  all  flesh,  at  the  presence 
of  the  Lord,  at  the  presence  of  the  God  of  IsraeL*' 
Now  shall  he  be  exalted  among  the  heathen ;  even 
the  very  small  remnant  who  snail  be  spared  from 
destruction  in  the  isles  afar  off,  who  nad  never 
heard  of  his  name.     **  As  soon  as  they  hear  of  him, 
they  shall  obey  him ;  when  they  begin  to  come 
out  of  their  fastnesses  in  the  rocks  whither  they 
had  betaken  themselves  "  in  the  day  of  the  great 
slaughter,  when  the  towers  fell :"  they  shall  come 
out  of  their  close  places,  and  shall  submit  tliem- 
selves  to  him  :  and  **  I  will  set  a  sign  among  them, 
and  I  will  send  those  that  escape  of  them  imto  the 
nations,  to  Tarshish,  Pul,  and  Lud,  tliat  draw  the 
bow,  to  Tubal  and  Javan,  to  the  isles  afar  off,  that 
have  not  beard  my  fame,  neither  have   seen  my 
glory ;  and  tliey  shall  declare  my  glory  among  the 
Gentiles."     Then   will   order  be   brought  out   of 
chaos,  as  it  was  at  first ;  and  "  the  whole  earth  will 
be  at  rest,  and  ^vi\]  break  forth  into  singing."  "  The 
heavens  shall  rejoice,  and  the  earth  shall  be  glad  : 
the  field  shall  be  joyful  and  all  that  is  therein  :  then 
shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before  the 
Lord,  for  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  (to 
reign  over)  the  earth :  he  shftU  judge  the  world 
with  righteousness,  and  the  people  with  his  truth." 
"  He  will  reign  in  Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem," 
be  recognized  as  the  great  King  over  all  the  earth, 
and  be  worshipped  as  the  true  and  living  God,  the 
maker  and  former  of  all  things.    * 


PSALM    XL  VI  I. 

1.  0  clap  your  hands,  all  ye  people;  shout  unto 
God  with  the  voice  of  triumph  : 

2.  For  the  Lord  most  high  is  terrible ;  he  is  a 
great  Kins  over  all  the  earth. 

3.  He  shall  subdue  the  people  under  us,  and  the 
nations  under  our  feet. 

4.  He  shaU  choose  our  inheritance  for  us,  the  ex- 
cellency of  Jacob,  whom  he  loved.     Selah. 

5.  God  is  gone  up  with  a  shout,  the  Lord  with 
the  sound  of  a  trumpet. 

6.  Sing  praises  imto  God,  sing .  praises ;  sing 
praises  unto  oin:  King,  sing  praises. 

7.  For  God  is  the  King  oi  all  the  earth  :  sing  ye 
praises  with  understanding. 

8.  God  reigneth  over  the  heathen :  God  sitteth 
upon  the  throne  of  his  holiness. 

9.  The  princes  of  the  people  are  gathered  to- 
gether, even  the  people  of  the  God  of  Abraham ; 
K)r  the  shields  of  the  earth  belong  unto  God :  he  is 
greatly  exalted. 

"  O  clap  your  hands,  aU  ye  people ;  shout  unto 
God  with  the  voice  of  triumph." 

This  is  a  Psalm  of  thanksgiving  from  Israel,  after 
their  great  deUyerance,  and  final  settlement  m  the 
land,  under  their  glorified  head ;  "  after  they  have 
gone  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon 
their  heads :"  now  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  glad- 
ness,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away ;  for 
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**  weeping  endured  for  a  night  but  joy  came  in  the 
iponiing  :"  now  the  long  night  of  sorrow  and  euf- 
feiing  to  Israel  is  past,  and  a  day  of  gladness  and 
joy  commences  which  will  never  come  to  an  end. 
There  will  then  be  real  joy ;  not  joy  caused  by 
sudden  excitement;  not  uproarious  nurth;  not  the 
noisy  laughter  of  fools ;  and  yet  such  gladness  of 
heart  as  will  express  itself  in  clapping  of  nands,  and 
in  shouts  of  tnumph ;  just  as  when  the  Lord  on 
his  entry  into  Jerusalem  was  saluted  with  "  hosan- 
nas  to  tne  King  of  Israel,  coming  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord."  "  There  shall  be|the  voice  of  joy,  and 
the  voice  of  gladness,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom, 
and  the  voice  of  the  bride ;  the  voice  of  them  that 
shall  say.  Praise  the  Lord  of  hosts ;  for  the  Lord 
is  good  :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

"  For  the  Lord  most  high  is  terrible :  he  is  a 
great  King  over  all  the  earth." 

They  clap  their  hands ;  they  shout  imto  God 
wuth  the  voice  of  triumph,  and  praise  him  for  his 
terrible  acts,  which  have  resulted  in  his  imdisputed 
accession  to  the  throne ;  that  throne  on  which  he 
is  now  to  reign  for  ever  and  ever,  "  a  great  King 
over  all  the  earth." 

"  He  shall  subdue  (or  rather  hath  subdued)  the 
people  under  us,  and  the  nations  imder 
our  feet." 

He  both  hath  subdued  and  unll  subdue :  for  the 
infant  peoples  shaU  soon  again  increase  into  na- 
tions and  Kingdoms — **  but  the  nation  and  king^ 
dom  that  will  not  serve  thee  diall  perish;   yea, 
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those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted."  Assuredly 
it  is  the  purpose  of  God  to  make  the  house  of  Israel 
and  the  house  of  Judah  (which  shall  then  be  one 
nation)  the  first  nation  upon  earth;  to  whom  all 
other  nations  shall  be  tributary :  for  "  they  shall 
bring  gold  and  incense,  and  diall  shew  forth  the 
praises  of  the  Lord."  Jerusalem,  the  great  capital 
of  the  whole  earth,  had  been  forsaken,  and  hated, 
so  that  no  man  went  through  her;  but  now  shall 
become  an  "  eternal  excellency,  a  joy  of  many  (i,e. 
of  endless)  generations." 

"  He  shall  choose  our  inheritance  for  us,  the 
excellency  of  Jacob  whom  he  loved." 

This  Psalm  proceeds  from  the  redeemed  of  Israel, 
the  ransomed  of  the  Lord.  He  will  choose  and  ap- 
portion to  the  tribes  their  inheritance,  "for  thus 
saith  the  Lord  God,  This  shall  be  the  border,  where- 
by ye  shaU  inherit  the  land,  according  to  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel ; — Joseph  shall  have  two  portions ; 
and  jre  shall  inherit  it,  one  as  well  as  another ;  con- 
cemmg  the  which,  I  lifted  up  mine  hand  to  give  it 
unto  your  fathers :  and  this  land  shall  fall  unto  you 
for  inheritance ;"  "  and  ye  shall  divide  the  land  un- 
to you  according  to  the  tribes  of  Israel."  (See  Eze- 
kiel  xlvii.  13  ana  onward).  "  The  Lord  hath  chosen 
Jacob  to  himself,  and  Israel  for  his  peculiar  trea- 
sure ;"  they  were  God's  people,  and  though  cast  off 
for  a  time,  will  again  be,  and  continue  to  be,  his 
chosen  people  for  ever ;  "  the  excellency  of  Jacob» 
whom  he  loved." 

"  God  is  gone  up  (or  rather,  come  down)  with 
a  shout,  the  Lord  with  the  sound  of  a 
trumpet." 
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This  refei-8  to  the  same  act  mentioned  by  the 
Apostle,  St.  Paul,  ''The  Lord  liimself  shall  descend 
from  heaven,  with  a  shout,  with  the  voice  of  the 
archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God.  And  the 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first;  then  we  who  are 
alive  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  shaH 
be  caught  up  together  with  them  into  the  clouds 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  and  so  shall  we  be  for 
ever  with  the  Lord ;"  all  this  will  have  taken  place 
before  the  events  recorded  in  this  and  the  preceding 
Psalm. 


"  Sing  praises  to  God,  sing  praises ;  sing  praises 

to  our  King,  sing  pmises." 
"  For  God  18  Kuig  over  all  the  earth;  sing  ye 

praises  with  understanding." 


"  Praise  waiteth  for  thee,  0  God,  in  Zion."  "  God 
inhabiteth  the  praises  of  Israel.''  God  inhabiteth 
the  praises  of  eternity.  He  shall  receive  the  ado- 
rations of  Israel  through  an  endless  succession  of 
generations;  gf'ii orations  rapidly  multiplying ;  ("  for 
a  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small 
one  a  strong  nation  ;")  until  they  "  become  as  the 
stars  of  heaven  for  nmltitude,  and  as  the  sand 
which  is  by  the  sea  shore  innumerable :"  not  a 
single  individual  among  those  numberless  millions 
shall  ever  be  found  out  of  the  way  of  righteousness, 
or  ceasing  to  follow  the  Lord,  ''they  shall  be  all  rights 
eousy  and  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever  ;"  "  the 
branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands,  that 
I  may  be  glorified ;"  **  they  shall  shew  forth  the 
praises  of  the  Lord  ;"  thev  will  delight  themselves 
m  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  "  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh/'  he  snail  be  king  over  all  the  earth  ;  '*  for  the 
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God  of  the  whole  earth  shall  he  be  called ;"  to  him 
they  wiU  sing  praises  with  understanding. 

"  God  reigneth  over  the  heathen  ;  God  sitteth 
upon  the  throne  of  his  holiness." 

"  Praise  the  Lord,  0  Jerusalem :  praise  thy  God, 
0  Zion ;  for  he  hath  strengthened  the  bars  of  thy 
gates,  he  hath  blessed  thy  children  within  thee. 
He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,  and  filleth  thee 
with  the  finest  of  the  wheat  He  sendeth  forth  his 
commandment  upon  earth ;  his  word  runneth  very 
swiftly."  Thus  he  will  reign  over  the  heathen,  ue. 
over  all  nations,  tribes,  and  peoples,  and  tongues ; 
seiiding  forth,  from  Jerusalem  (the  throne  of  his 
holiness)  his  commandment  upon  earth ;  he  wiD 
give  laws  and  commandments  to  all  peoples;  and 
his  word  will  run  very  swiftly ;  how  swiftly  we  can 
even  now  understand  from  the  instantaneous  com- 
munication which  is  now  carried  on  from  city  to 
city,  and  from  country  to  country.  But  who  shall 
be  able  to  dwell  with  this  devourmg  fire,  with  these 
everlasting  biurnings?  The  pure  in  heart;  they 
shall  see  God,  and  shall  dwell  with  him. 
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The  princes  of  the  people  are  gathered  to- 
gether, even  the  people  of  the  God  of 
Abraham." 


"  There  shall  be  little  Benjamin,  with  their  ruler, 
the  princes  of  Judah.  and  their  council,  the  princes 
of  Zebulim,  and  the  princes  of  Naphtali;"  they 
shall  be  gathered  together,  to  bless  God  in  the  rou- 

regations,  even  the  "  Lord  from  the  fountain  of 

srael."  (Psalm  Ixviii.  27). 
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''  The  shieklfi  of  the  earth  belong  unto  God  : 
he  is  greatly  exalted.'' 

When  the  King  of  glory,  even  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
shall  sit  upon  his  eternal  throne,  the  ^eat  adver- 
sary of  mankind  shall  be  shut  up  in  prison  with  all 
his  angels,  and  the  whole  earth  shall  be  under  tlie 
special  guardianship  of  Jehovah :  the  symbols  of 
tne  curse,  which  are  thorns  and  briers  will  be  ex- 
changed for  the  fii>tree,  and  the  myrtle  tree  which 
will  spontaneously  spring  up  in  all  the  earth.  '*  God 
even  our  own  God,  will  bless  us,  and  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth  will  (both)  fear,  (and  greatly  exalt) 
him." 
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PSALM     XLVIIl. 

1.  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised 
in  the  city  of  our  God,  in  the  mountain  of  liis  holi- 
ness. 

2.  Beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth,  is  mount  Zion,  on  the  sides  of  the  north,  the 
city  of  the  great  King. 

3.  God  is  knotvTi  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge. 

4.  For,  lo,  the  kings  were  assembled,  they  passed 
by  together. 

5.  They  saw  it,  and  so  they  marvelled ;  they 
were  troubled,  and  hasted  away. 

6.  Fear  took  hold  upon  them  there,  and  pain,  as 
of  a  woman  in  travail. 

7.  Thou  breakest  the  ships  of  Tarshish  with  an 
east  wind. 

8.  As  we  have  heard,  so  have  we  seen  in  the 
city  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  the  city  of  our  God  : 
God  will  establish  it  for  ever.     Selah. 

9.  We  have  thought  of  thy  loving-kindness,  O 
God,  in  the  midst  of  thy  temple. 

10.  According  to  thy  name,  0  God,  so  is  thy 
praise  mito  the  ends  of  the  earth :  thy  right  hand 
IS  full  of  righteousness. 

11.  Let  mount  Zion  rejui(*e,  let  the  daughters  of 
Judah  be  glad,  because  of  thy  judgment. 

12.  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her : 
tell  the  towers  thereof. 

13.  Mark  ye  w(*ll  her  bulwarks,  consider  her 
palaces ;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation  fol- 
lowing. 

14.  For  this  God  is  our  God  for. ever  and  ever  : 
he  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death. 


472     JERUSALEM  THE  MOUNTAIN  OF  HIS  HOLINESS. 

'*  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised 
ill  the  city  of  our  GooC  in  the  mountain  of 
his  holiness." 

This  is  another  Psalm  of  thanksgiving,  because 
now  "  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  have  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  God,  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.'*     Time  is  now  no 
longer ;  the  eternal  reign  has  commenced ;  and  this 
song  of  praise  proceeds  from  the  one  hundred  forty 
and  four  thousand  who  had  been  redeemed  from 
the  earth ;  who  are  seen  standing  with  the  Lamb 
upon  the  mount  Zion.   "  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  his 
greatness  is  unsearchable."     The  displays   of  his 
greatness  ^411  be  endless ;  for  "  race  unto  race  shall 
praise  hiK  -works  and  shew  his  mighty  deeds  ;"  this 
great  I^ord,  who  has  no  equal,  will  be  seen  in  the 
city  of  onr  God,  in  the  mountain  of  his  holiness, 
even  .leruBiilem,  the  city  which  he  has  chosen  to  be 
the  8eat  of  his  glory,  where  he  will  dwell  among 
the  cliildren  of  Israel  for  ever.     "  This  is  my  rest 
for  ever,  here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  desired  it^" 
To  this,  the  mountain  of  his  holiness  w^ill  all  the  rising 
and  fast  repeopling  nations  be  gathered  together, 
on  the  new  moons,  and  sabbatlis,  and  on  all  the 
solenni  feasts,  to  worship  the  Lord,  and  to  present 
their  offerings  before  his  throne ;  as  in   the  2nd 
chapter  of  Isaiah,  "  It  shall  come  to  pass,  in  the 
last  days,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house 
sliall  be  established  upon  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  liills,  and  all  nations 
shall  flow  unto  it.     And  many  people  shall  go  and 
say,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of 
the  Lord,  to  the  honse  of  the  (iod  of  Jacob,  and  he 
will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in  his 
paths ;  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law,  and 
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the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.  And  he 
shall  judge  among  the  nations,  and  shall  rebuke 
many  people,  and  thejr  shall  beat  their  swords  into 
ploughshares,  and  their  ^ears  into  pruning-hooks ; 
nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  any  more.  O  house  of  Jacob, 
come  ye,  and  let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord." 

"  Beatiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth,  is  moimt  Zion ;  on  the  sides  of  the 
north,  the  city  of  the  great  Bling." 

Thus  fflpake  the  Lord,  "  Swear  riot  bv  Jerusalem, 
for  it  is  the  city  of  the  great  Kin^ ;"  he  spake  by 
anticipation,  for  at  that  time  "  his  kingdom  wa& 
not  of  this  world ;"  but  in  the  times  of  this  Psalm,  it 
shall  be  of  this  world,  for  then,  "  the  earth  shall  be 
the  Lord's,  and  he  will  be  the  governor  among  the 
nations :"  then  it  will  be  the  city  of  the  great  King ; 
a  city  resplendently  ^orious ;  for  upon  every 
dwellmg-place,  and  upon  all  her  assemblies,  the 
bright  cloud  of  his  ^ory  shall  rest  by  day,  and  the 
shining  of  a  flaming  fire,  by  night ;  He,  the  desire 
of  all  nations,  shall  be  there,  therefore  Mount  Zion 
will  be,  and  for  ever  continue  to  b©,  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth. 
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God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge." 


Her  palaces  will  be  the  ark  of  safety,  and  of  per- 
fect seciuity  to  his  saints,  the  chosen  of  Israel. 
These  are  the  chambers  into  which  they  are  invited 
to  come  for  protection  in  the  day  of  the  terrible  con- 
flict with  the  nations ;  "  Come  my  people  enter  into 
thy  chambers,  and  hide  thee  for  a  httle  moment^ 
imtil  the  calamities  be  overpast;  for  behold  the 
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Lord  Cometh  forth  from  his  place,  to  plmifih  the  in- 
habitants of  the  world  for  their  iniquity;  and  the 
earth  shall  no  more  cover  her  slain.'  On  that  day 
they  shall  sav,  "  The  Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us  :  the 
God  of  Jacob  is  our  refiige." 

"  For,  lo,  the  kings  were  assembled,  they  pass- 
ed by  together." 

"  They  saw  it,  and  so  they  marvelled  :  they 
were  troubled,  and  hasted  away." 

"  Fear  took  hold  upon  them  there,  and  pain, 
as  of  a  woman  in  travail." 

Israel  is  here  reminded  of  the  day  of  conflict, 
that  great  day  of  God  Almighty,  when  "  the  beast 
(Antichrist)  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  and  their 
armies  are  gathered  together,  to  make  war  against 
him  that  sat  on  the  horse,  and  against  his  army." 
(Rev.  xix.  19).  They  had  entered  nito,  and  pillaged 
Jerusalem ;  when  "  lo,  at  an  instant,  suddenly,  they 
shall  l>e  visited  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  with  thunder, 
and  with  earthquake,  and  great  noise,  with  storm, 
and  tempest,  and  the  flame  of  devouring  fire;  and 
the  multitude  of  all  the  nations  that  fight  against 
Mount  Zion,  and  her  munition,  and  that  distress  her 
shall  be  as  a  dream  of  a  night  vision."  (Isaiah  xxviii. 
5  to  8).  Concerning  the  same  judgment  it  is  said, 
in  the  10th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  verse  H8,  "  Behold, 
the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  l(»p  the  Ixmgh 
with  terror,  and  the  liigh  ones  of  stature  shall  be 
he^vn  down,  and  the  haughty  shall  l)e  humbled." 
God  shall  suddenly  come  upon  them ;  and  con- 
sternation shall  seize  them ;  fear  sliall  take  hold 
upon  them  there,  and  pain,  as  of  a  woman  in  tm- 
vail ;  they  will  betake  thomselves  to  instant  flight ; 
but  though  their  chan\)t8  be  as  a  whirlwind,  and 
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their  horses  swifter  than  eagles,  swifter  shall  he  be 
who  pursues  them ;  for  they  all  shall  be  driven 
away  as  chaflF before  the  wind,  and  as  a  rolline  thing 
before  the  whirlwind ;  "  at  eventide,  trouble,  and 
before  the  morning  they  are  not." 

"  Thou  breakest  the  ships  of  Tarshish  with  an 
east  wind." 

When  Antichrist  and  his  annies  have  invaded 
Palestine,  a  fleet  of  warships  will  be  in  attendance, 
anchored  along  the  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  on 
the  west  from  Palestine  :  on  the  day  when  sudden 
destruction  shall  come  on  those  armies,  the  Lord 
will  cause  a  mighty  hurricane  to  come  from  the 
east,  which  will  bring  destruction  on  the  fleet ;  not 
one  of  them  shall  escape,  and  it  is  to  this,  the  pro- 
phet Isaiah  refers  in  the  33rd  chapter,  verse  23, 
"  Their  tacklings  are  loosed ;  they  could  not  well 
strengthen  their  mast ;  they  could  not  spread  the 
sail ;  then  is  the  prey  of  a  great  spoil  divided  :  the 
lame  take  the  prey."  The  last  clause  of  the  verse 
is  to  indicate,  that  there  will  be  no  opposition,  no 
difficulties  to  surmoimt ;  that  immense  spoil  will  be 
obtained  by  all  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 
That  the  paragraph  refers  to  the  times  of  this  Psalm, 
is  manifest  from  the  words  that  follow,  "  the  inhabi- 
tant (o{  Zion)  shall  not  say,  I  am  sick ;  the  people 
that  awell  therein  shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity." 

*'  As  we  have  heard,  so  have  we  seen  in  the 
city  of  the  Lord  of  hosts :  in  the  city  of 
our  God  :  God  will  establish  it  for  ever." 

Surely  the  perpetuity  of  Jerusalem  is  here  de- 
clared ;  as  also  by  another  Psalm,  ''  Moimt  Zion 
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can  at  no  time  be  removed,  but  abiddth  for  ever  :** 
and  is  in  conformity  with  Idfi  word,  by  Jeremiah, 
"  If  ye  thoroughly  amend  your  ways  and  your  do- 
ings ;  if  ye  thoroughlv  execute  judgment  between 
a  man  and  his  neighbour,  if  ye  oppress  not  the 
stranger,  the  fatherless,  and  the  widow,  and  shed 
not  innocent  blood  in  this  place,  neither  walk  after 
other  gods  to  yoin:  hurt ;  then  will  I  cause  you  to 
dwell  in  this  place,  in  the  land  that  I  gave  to  your 
fathers,  for  ever  and  ever."  There  are  numerous 
declarations  scattered  througliout  the  scriptures  of 
the  perpetuity  of  the  eartii.  How  then  will  it 
be  so  tenaciously  insisted  on,  that  God's  purpose  is 
to  bum  up,  so  as  to  annihilate  oin*  globe  ?  The 
apostle  Peter  indeed  declares,  that  as  it  formerly 
perished  by  water,  so  it  shall  now  be  consumed  by 
fire ;  but  as  at  first  it  perished,  but  did  not  therefore 
cease  to  exist,  so  neither  shall  it  cease  to  exist  by 
the  conflagration  which  shall  cover  it.  The  apostle 
Peter  knew  the  scriptures  of  the  prophets  too  well 
to  have  any  such  idea  in  his  mind  :  nor  could  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who  dictated  the  words  to  him,  have 
had  any  such  meaning.  Apart  from  this  passage, 
there  is  not  another  in  all  the  scri{)tures  upon  which 
such  a  false  conclusion  can  be  drawn  :  the  promise 
is  given  of  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  after  the 
present  heavens  and  earth  have  passed  away  ; 
these  are  only  the  present  heavens  and  earth  re- 
modelled or  changed^  according  to  that  word,  "  they 
all  shall  wax  old  as  a  garment,  and  as  a  vesture 
shalt  thou  fold  them  up,  and  they  shall  be  changed.^* 
The  word  Establish  in  scripture  always  signifies 

Eermanence,  and  so  God  has  said  of  this  earth,  "  that 
e  formed  it  to  be  established,"  he  made  it  not  in 
vain:  when  the  time  is  come  for  the  saints  to  possess 
it ;  "  they  shall  possess  it  for  ever,  even  for  ever 
and  ever/' 
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"  We  have  thought  of  thy  loving-kindness,  O 
God,  in  the  midst  of  thy  temple." 

*'  Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house,  thej' 
will  be  still  praising  thee."  There  will  be  no  weari- 
ness in  praising  God ;  the  soul  is  susceptible  of 
endless  expansion,  and  enlargement,  ever  oiscover- 
ing  new  excellencies  in  God,  and  so  ever  forming 
fresh  themes  of  praise.  If  now  he  becomes  endear- 
ed to  the  soul,  with  our  limited  range  of  vision,  how 
much  more  when  his  wondrous  love  in  Christ  will 
be  seen,  without  a  cloud  I 

"  According  to  thy  name,  0  God,  so  is  thy 
praise,  imto  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

God's  name  is  love  ;  it  is  his  glory ;  and  it  is  the 
glory  of  all  his  saints.  When  he  is  established 
as  King  upon  his  holy  hill  in  Zion,  his  name  shall 
be  known  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  his  praise 
will  be  co-extensive  with  the  knowledge  of  his 
name. 

"  Thy  right  hand  is  full  of  righteousness*" 

"  Righteousness  shall  be  the  girdle  of  his  loins, 
and  faithfulneas  the  girdle  of  his  reins;"  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  righteousness;  "a  sceptre  of 
righteousness  shall  be  the  sceptre  of  his  kingdom  ;" 
his  throne  shall  be  established  in  righteousness ;  as 
it  is  written,  "  Justice  and  judgment  are  the  habit- 
ation of  thy  throne ;"  the  .lust  One  will  not  do  ini- 
quity, nor  speak  lies ;  "  therefore  shall  the  people 
praise  him  for  ever  and  ever." 

"  Let  Moimt  Zion  rejoice ;  let  the  daughters  of 
Judah  be  glad,  because  of  thy  judgments." 
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I 


"  Awake  I  awake  :  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion  : 
ut  on  thy  beantiful  varments,  O  Jerusalem,  the 
loly  city,  for  hencefortn  there  shall  no  more  come 
into  thee,  the  uncireumcieed  and  the  unclean.'* 
Then  will  be  great  joy,  for  "  true  and  righteous  are 
his  judgments."  In  that  day  his  judmients  shall 
be  in  all  the  earth,  and  the  daughters  of  Judah  shall 
be  glad ;  they  shall  glorify  him  who  is  ''terrible  in  his 
doings  to  the  children  of  men ;"  *'  a  thousand  shall 
fall  at  their  side,  and  ten  thousand  at  their  ri^t 
hand,  but  it  will  not  come  ni^h  them ;  only  with 
their  eyes  they  shall  see  and  behold  the  reward  of 
the  wcked :  "  the  righteous  Rhall  rejoice  when  he 
seeth  the  vengeance,  he  shall  wash  liis  feet  in  the 
blood  of  the  wicked." 

"  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her : 
tell  the  towers  thereof." 

"  Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her  pa- 
laces :  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  genera- 
tion following." 

When  the  day  of  vengeance  on  the  living  is  past, 
the  King  will  beautify  his  dwelling  place,  the  noly 
hill  of  Zion  :  "  he  will  make  the  place  of  his  feet  glo- 
rious." Jerusalem  will  be  the  nolv  city ;  the  per- 
fection of  beauty ;  a  beauty  which  cannot  be  sur- 
f)a88ed ;  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  through  end- 
ess  generations.  The  fathers  to  the  children  will 
declare  the  wonders  of  his  holy  dwelling  place. 

^  "  For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever ; 
he  will  be  our  guide  even  until  death." 

Death  is  not  destroved  at  the  coming  of  Christy 
neither  will  be  for  a  long  period  thereafter ;  for  it 
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is  "  the  last  enemy  which  shall  be  destroyed  ;''  but 
•*  as  the  days  of  a  tree  shall  be  the  days  of  my  peo- 
ple." The  antedeluvian  age  will  have  returned — 
the  longevity  of  man  will  be  at  least  a  thousand 
years  :  tor  to  die  an  hundred  years  old,  would  be  to 
die  in  childhood.  Death,  when  at  length  it  does 
come,  will  no  more  be  as  now,  "  the  King  of  terrors," 
but  simply  a  short  and  painless  transition,  like  as 
from  the  grasshopper  to  the  butterfly  state  :  men 
will  look  forward  to  this  transition,  as  the  crown 
of  their  hopes:  thus  will  generation  succeed  to 
generation  for  ever.  "  For  this  is  my  covenant 
with  them,  saith  the  Lord ;  my  Spirit  that  is  upon 
thee,  and  my  words  that  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth, 
shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the 
mouth  of  thy  seed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy 
seed's  seed,  saith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth,  and 
for  ever,"  "  a  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and 
a  small  one  a  strong  nation.  I.  the  Lord  will  has- 
ten it  in  his  time." 


PSALM    X  L  I  X, 

1.  Hear  this,  all  ye  people ;  give  ear,  all  ye  in- 
habitants of  the  world : 

2.  Both  low  and  high,  rich  and  poor,  together. 

3.  My  mouth  shall  speak  of  wisdom;  and  the 
meditafion  of  mv  heart  shall  be  of  understanding. 

4.  I  will  inchne  mine  ear  to  a  parable ;  I  will 
open  my  dark  saying  upon  the  hai-p. 

5.  Wherefore  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil, 
when  the  iniquity  of  my  heels  shall  compass  me 
about  ? 

6.  They  that  trust  in  their  wealth,  and  boast 
themselves  in  the  multitude  of  their  riches ; 

7.  None  of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem  his 
brother,  nor  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  him ; 

8.  (For  the  redemption  of  their  soul  is  precious, 
and  it  ceaseth  for  ever  ;) 

9.  That  he  should  still  live  for  ever,  and  not  see 
corruption. 

10.  For  he  seeth  that  wise  men  die,  likewise  the 
fool  and  the  brutish  person  perish,  and  leave  their 
wealth  to  others. 

11.  Their  inward  thought  is,  that  their  houses 
shall  continue  for  ever,  and  their  dweUing-places 
to  all  generations  :  they  call  their  lands  after  their 
own  names. 

12.  Nevertheless  man  being  in  honour  abideth 
not :  he  is  like  the  beasts  that  perish. 

13.  Tliis  their  way  is  their  folly  :  yet  their  pos- 
terity aj)prove  their  sayings.     Selah. 

14.  Like  sheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave ;  death 
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shall  feed  ou  them  ;  and  the  upright  shall  have  do- 
miuioii  over  them  iii  the  moruiiig ;  and  their  beauty 
shall  consume  in  the  grave  from  their  dwelling. 

15.  But  God  will  redeem  my  soul  from  the  power 
of  the  grave  ;  for  he  shall  receive  me.     Selah. 

16.  Be  not  thou  afraid  when  one  is  made  rich, 
when  the  glory  of  his  house  is  increased ; 

17.  For  when  he  dieth  he  shall  carry  nothing 
away  ;  his  glory  shall  not  descend  after  mm : 

18.  Though  while  he  Uved  he  blessed  his  soul : 
and  men  wul  praise  thee  when  thou  doest  well  to 
thyself. 

19.  He  shall  go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers ; 
they  shall  never  see  light. 

20.  Man  that  is  in  honour,  and  imderstandeth 
not,  is  like  the  beasts  that  perish. 

"  Hear  this,  all  ye  people  ;  give  ear  all  ye  in- 
habitants of  the  world ;' 

"  Both  low  and  high,  rich  and  poor  together." 

"  My  mouth  shall  speak  of  wisdom ;  and  the 
meditation  of  my  heart  shall  be  of  imder- 
standing." 

"  I  will  incline  mine  ear  to  a  parable ;  I  will 
open  my  dark  saying  upon  the  harp." 

The  voice  now  demanding  attention  from  all 
people,  nations,  and  tongues,  is  the  Lord's,  "  Christ 
the  Lord."  As  all  nations  were  made  by  him,  so 
aU  are  bound  to  listen  to  him.  "  Hear,  0  heavens, 
and  give  ear,  0  earth,  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken." 
In  the  49th  chapter  of  Isaiah  he  uses  similar  lan- 
guage. "  Listen.  0  Isles,  imto  me  and  hearken  ye 
people  from  far."  It  is  he  who  speaks  by  all  the 
prophets,  for  he  is  "  the  Lord  God  of  the  holy  pro- 
phets." "  Take  heed,  therefore,  that  ye  refuse  not 
31 
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him  that  speaketh,  for  if  they  escaped  not  who  re^ 
fused  him  that  spake  on  earm,  how  shall  we  escape 
if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  speaketh  from  hea- 
ven ?"  "  If  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was  stedfast, 
and  every  transgression  and  disobedience  received 
a  just  recompense  of  reward,  how  shall  we  escape, 
if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation,  which  at  the  mst 
began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed 
unto  us,  by  tnem  that  heard  him  ?"  Our  Creator, 
Preserver,  and  Redeemer,  demands  our  attention, 
for  our  good ;  let  us  give  ear,  for  his  mouth  speaks 
of  wisdom  I  He  is  the  chaimel  through  whom  all 
divine  wisdom  flows ;  the  spirit  of  wisdom  is  upon 
him,  the  spirit  of  knowledge,  and  understanding : 
"  listen  to  his  voice,  both  low  and  high,  rich  and 
poor,  together/' 

"  Wherefore  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil, 
when  the  iniquity  of  my  heels  shall  com- 
piles me  about." 

"  The  iniquity  of  my  heels."  "  Unto  the  serpent 
God  said,  lie  Bhall  bruise  thv  head,  and  thou  shalt 
bruise  his  heel."  The  heel  is  the  extremity  of  the 
body  ;  the  heels  of  Christ  form  the  connecting  link 
with  all  flesli ;  hence  the  iniquity  of  the  heels  !  for 
•*  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  alL" 
Accordingly,  in  him  all  flesh  sufiered  and  died,  €M 
it  is  written,  **  and  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  \vi\\  draw  all 
men  unto  me."  We  are  crucified  with  Christ ;  we 
are  dead,  and  buried  with  him ;  with  him  also  we 
are  ri8eii  a^^ain  :  glorious  truths  to  be  believed,  not 
in  order  to  make  them  tnie,  but  because  they  are 
true,  of  every  child  of  Adam.  "  He  bore  our  sins 
in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we  being  dead  to 
sins,  might  Uve  unto  righteousness."    Our  sins  were 
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the  iniquity  of  his  heels,  which  compassed  him 
about,  m  the  days  of  evil ;  these  days  of  evil  are 
past,  because  our  sins  are  purged,  as  it  is  written, 

down 


When  he  had  by  himself  purged  our  sins,  he  sat 
own  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high." 


"  They  that  trust  in  their  wealth,  and  boast 
themselves    in    the    multitude   of   their 

riches." 
*'  None  of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem  his 

brother,  nor  give  to  God  a  ransom  for 

him." 
"  That  he  should  still  live  for  ever,  and  not  see 

comiption." 

"  Riches  profit  not  in  a  day  of  wrath ;"  thev  cannot 
purchase  exemption  from  death,  nor  arrest  his  sum- 
mons :  when  men  perish,  their  money  perisheth 
with  them ;  it  counts  for  nothing  at  the  moment  of 
dissolution.  Silver  and  gold  will  not  redeem  a  bro- 
ther, nor  be  to  God  a  ransom  for  him,  that  he  should 
still  live  for  ever,  and  not  see  corruption.  Deliver- 
ance from  death  is  not  purchaseable  with  money; 
the  rich  and  the  poor  alike  have  to  pass  through  that 
bourne  from  whence  no  traveller  (out  one)  hath,  as 
yet,  returned.  Death  is  the  common  terminus,  to 
which  all  are  hastening!  There  the  tickets  are 
collected,  and  there  are  no  returns. 

*'  (For  the  redemption  of  their  soul  is  precious, 
and  it  ceaseth  for  ever." 

The  creation  of  the  world  cost  God  frothing  but 
a  word,  for  "  he  spake,  and  it  was  done ;"  but  the 
redemption  of  the  world  cost  him  his  life,  for  he 
allied  himself  to  humanity,  that  he  might  offer  him- 
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Helf  a  sacrifice  as  an  atoDeinent  for  mankind.  Thus 
it  is  Nvritten,  **  He  gave  himself  for  our  sins." — G^ 
i.  4  ;  and  again,  **  nereby  perceive  we  the  love  of 
(4od,  because  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us."  (1  John 
iii.  16).  So  precious  is  the  redeinption  of  the  soul, 
that  no  price  short  of  this  could  effect  it.  The  sacri- 
fices that  were  under  the  law,  were  only  types  of 
the  true ;  "  for  it  is  not  possible  that  the  blood  of 
bulls,  and  of  goats,  could  take  away  sin ;"  nor  could 
the  blood  of  man,  for  man,  take  away  edn.  God 
could  not  see  his  holiness  vindicated  with  any  sacri- 
fice short  of  Himself  in  the  room  of  the  guilty ;  and 
this  price  he  paid  to  ransom  us  from  destruction. 
It  is  not  possible  to  conceive  of  a  greater  price  than 
this :  therefore  the  redemption  of  the  soul  is  indeed 
precious.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  words 
which  follow?  "and  it  ceaseth  for  ever."  Is  it 
possible  for  a  man  to  be  redeemed  and  yet  aftei^ 
wards  to  be  as  if  he  had  not  been  redeemed  i  Yes. 
The  words  mean  this,  and  nothing  less ;  the  same 
awful  truth  iw  announced  in  tlie  parable  of  the  vine 
and  branches,  *'  I  am  the  true  vino,  and  my  Father 
is  the  husbandman  ;  every  hranch  in  me  that  beareth 
not  fruity  h^  taketfi  mray,^^  All  are  branches,  but  the 
unfruitful  are  taken  away,  and  dissevered  from  the 
vine.  So  is  everv  man  (hnnc:  in  liis  sins  cut  oflF 
from  Christ ;  and  the  redemption  (»f  his  soul  cew<eih 
for  ever;  he  \\all  never  again  nave  any  interest  in.  or 
derive  any  benefit  from  the  work  of  (Jhrist. 

"  For  he  seeth  that  wise  men  die,  likewise  the 
fool  and  the  brutish  pei*8oii  perish,  and 
leave  their  wckalth  to  others." 

**  The  righteous  periHlietli,  and  no  man  layeth  it 
to  heart ;  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none 
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confiideiTiig  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from 
the  evil  to  come."  "  They  shall  enter  into  peace  : 
they  shall  rest  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking  in 
his  uprightness.'^  (Isaiah  Ivii.  1  and  2).  One  event 
happeneth  alike  to  all;  "  for  it  is  appointed  imto  men 
once  to  die,  and  after  death  the  judgment."  Death 
is  a  common  leveller ;  he  makes  no  distinctions ;  but 
the  righteous  shall  "  enter  into  peace  :"  they  fear 
no  evil  when  they  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  because  God  is  with  them.  Alas, 
how  different  with  the  fool  and  the  brutish  person  ; 
they  descend  into  the  dark  valley  all  alone,  without 
a  friend,  and  in  perfect  ignorance  of  what  is  be- 
fore them  I  It  is  wit  h  them  a  leap  in  the  dark  ;  all 
their  life  they  have  lived  without  God ;  he  is  quite 
a  stranger  to  them  ;  and  so  they  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God,  their  adversary ;  who  will  com- 
mit them  to  a  prison  where  utter  desolation  reigiis ; 
into  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever.  They 
leave  their  wealth  to  others ;  for  as  they  came 
naked  into  this  world,  so  must  they  leave  it ;  and 
their  life-long  accumulations  go  into  the  possession 
of  other  men,  to  be  soon  passed  again  into  new 
channels. 

'*  Their  inward  thought  is,  tliat  their  houses 
shall  continue  for  ever,  and  their  dwelling 

t)laces  to  all  generations ;  they  call  their 
ands  after  their  own  names." 

"  All  men  comit  all  men  mortal  but  themselves." 
None  but  the  righteous  can  calmly  contemplate 
death ;  they  know  that  "  their  Redeemer  livetli, 
and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
earth ;  and  that,  though  after  their  skin,  worms  des- 
troy their  body,  yet  in  their  flesh  thoy  shall  see 
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God."  They  reat  on  him  who  is  the  resurrection 
and  the  life,  and  say,  "  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vic- 
tory ;  0  death,  where  is  thy  sting  t^  Death  is  to 
all  others  the  king  of  terrors;  to  whom, they,  all  their 
lifetimcare  in  bondage.  TheirinwardUionght  is, that 
the  day  is  far  distant;  even  when  they  become 
aged,  and  full  of  days;  ''they  think  that  their  houses 
will  continue  for  ever,  and  their  dwelling-places  to 
all  generations." 

**  Nevertheless  man  being  in  honour,  abideth 
not ;  he  is  like  the  beasts  that  perish.^ 

This  verse  is  repeated  at  the  close  of  the  Psalm ; 
where  the  reason  is  given  wherefore  man  continueth 
not  iu  honour.  It  is  because  he  imderstandeth  not ; 
*'  he  is  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  through  the 
ignorance  that  is  in  him,  because  of  the  blindness  of 
his  heart."  All  men  are,  while  in  ihiB  life,  in  a 
position  of  honour,  because  imited  to  Christ,  and 
included  in  the  blessings  which  flow  through  him. 
He  is  the  vine,  all  we  are  the  branches ;  but  "  every 
branch  in  me  that  bearoth  not  fruit,"  the  great  Hus- 
bandman *'  taketh  away."  \\Tien  thus  dissevered 
from  the  vine,  the  redemption  of  the  soul  ceaseth 
for  ever ;  the  robe  of  royalty  is  removed,  never 
again  to  be  restored.  **  I  said,  ye  are  gods,  and  all 
of  you  are  children  of  the  Most  High,  but  ye  shall 
die  like  men,  and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes." 

"  This  their  way  is  their  foUy ;  yet  their  pos- 
terity approve  their  sayings." 

Mankind  are  carried  away  as  with  a  flood ;  as  by 
an  overwhelming  torrent ;  all  are  borne  along,  and 
there  is  none  abiding ;  the  coveted  treasures  of 
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this  world  must  all  be  abandoned,  and  left  for  ever ; 
yet,  while  life  holds  on,  men  cling  to  them  ;  **  this 
their  way  is  their  folly,"  yet,  their  posterity  follow 
in  the  same  track,  and  tmnk  they  cannot  do  better 
than  make  them  a  model  for  imitation. 

**  Like  sheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave  :  death 
shall  feed  on  them  ;  and  their  beauty  shall 
consume  in  the  gi-ave  from  their  dwelUiig : 
the  upright  shall  have  the  dominion  over 
them  in  the  morning." 

"£t  is  appointed  imto  men  once  to  die ;"  this  is  the 
sentence  of  the  Most  High;  and  from  this  sentence 
there  is  Ho  appeal ;  "  by  one  man  sin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  death  by  sin,  and  so  death  hath 
passed  upon  all  men ;''  like  sheep  they  are  laid  in 
the  grave,  and  covered  up  from  the  eyes  of  the 
living ;  then  death  commences  his  horrible  carnival, 
nor  intermits  his  feast,  until  the  flesh  is  wholly  con« 
8umed|  until  the  dry  bones  alone  remain,  and  these 
also  gradually  moulder  into  dust.   Thus  doth  "  their 
beauty  consume  in  the  grave  from  their  dwelling ;" 
the  divine  sentence  is  executed;  "dust  thou  art, 
and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return."     But  from  this 
bed  of  death  all  shall  arise,  **  for  the  hour  cometh, 
when  all  who  are  hi  their  graves  shall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  shall  come  forth,  some 
to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  ever- 
ksting  contempt ;  they  that  have  done  good,  mito 
the  resurrection  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done 
evil,  unto  the  resuniection  of  damnation.     "  As  in 
Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive  :** 
but  there  is  an  order  in  the  resurrection ;  as  the 
Apostie  writes,  "  Every  man  in  his  own  order,  Chiist, 
the  first  fruits :  afterward  they  that  are  Christ's  at 
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hifr  comn.g."  TLer.  (after  aikoth^r  period)  oomeA 
th€-  eiid.  wL^L  tLv  e^Qrral  K«aiT€ctiotn  flluJl  take 
place.  "  Blesi^^d  aiid  hohr  ig  he  that  hatli  part  in 
the  firet  resurrection :  on  such  the  aeeond  death 
hath  i*'>  pC'Wer."  The**r  are  they  to  whom  the  al- 
lufri^'Xi  Lb  here  made.  **  u^e  upright  shall  have  do- 
mitii^'D  i.ver  t:.*.ii»  iii  the  morning."  This  portion 
f.'i  the  dead.  d*-ath  sLall  l«e  compelled  to  surrender; 
and  theii  .shall  -  'leath  W  swallowed  uj»  in  victory." 
'•Arise  ar.d  tdiiic.  v»r  tLai.  dwell  <«t  rather,  have 
dwek;  in  the  diist.  fiT  thy  dew  shall  be  aa  the  dew 
of  herl*."*  It  is  to  this  fir&t  resurrection  onr  Lord 
refers,  whe:;  •ii'-j.i  itiLir  with  the  Sadduceea.  he  said* 
•'But  tli»_-v  V.  f.  .  iii>.-  ace*  u!:ted  worth  v  to  obtain 
tliat  w.  ,rl'L  a:  11.1  the  resiirrircrioii  from  the  dead, 
neither  inany  i.frare  giveij  iii  marriage  ;"  and  it  is 
to  thip  fii>t  p.-ftTirrectioii  the  Ap"^tlt^  refers,  when  he 
savs.  ••  ii  l»v  anv  means  I  mav  attain  unto  the  resur- 
reetioii  •  f  the  dead-"  The  Apostle  makes  no  al- 
lusion t'»  tht'  general  resurrection,  when  he  sava. 
"The  L<  rd  liimselt* shall  descend  from  heaven.  wiAa 
shout:  \\'ith  the  voice  of  the  *VrchangeL  and  with  the 
trump  of  God :  and  the  dead  in  Qirist  shall  rise  first.*' 
It  is  to  shew  tliat  they  shall  take  the  precedence  of 
the  saints  who  shall  be  alive  at  liis  coining ;  '*  then 
we  who  are  alive  and  remain,  shall  be  caught  up 
together  with  them  into  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord 
in  the  air,  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord." 

**  But  God  will  redeem  my  soul  from  the  power 
of  the  grave  ;  for  he  shall  receive  me." 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  Lord  Jesus ;  the  same  who 
in  the  Ifith  Psalm  said,  "  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my 
Houl  in  hell,  neither  wilt  thou  sufier  thine  Holy  One 
to  see  corruption."     The  same  truth  is  conveyed 
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in  these  words^  "  God  wiD  redeem  my  life  from  the 
power  of  the  grave."     The  power  of  the  grave  is 
decomposition  and  corruption;  but  God  will  not 
suffer  it  to  exercise  its  power  on  me,  for  he  shall  re- 
ceive me,  and  shall  raise  me  up,  and  "  turn  for  me 
my  mourning  into  dancing ;  put  off  my  sackcloth, 
and  gird  me  with  gladness.      The  uwight  shall 
have  deliverance  from  corruption  in  tne  morning ; 
but  "  my  flesh  shall  not  see  corruption;''  **  for  in  the 
third  dav  I  shall  rise  agaia ;  and  after  I  am  risen,  I 
will  go  before  you  into  Galilee,  there  shall  ye  see 
me."   "  So  God  hath  both  raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus,, 
and  will  raise  us  up  by  Jesus,  and  shcJl  present  us 
with  you." 

"  Be  not  thou  afraid  when  one  is  made  rich, 
when  the  glory  of  his  house  is  increased." 

"For  when  he  dieth,  he  shall  cajrry  nothing 
away;  his  glory  shall  not  descend  after 
him." 

'^  Rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him  ; 
fret  not  thyself  because  of  him  who  prospereth  in 
his  way,  because  of  the  man  who  bringetn  wicked 
devices  to  pass;  ceitse  from  anger  and  forsake 
wrath ;  fret  not  thyself  in  any  wise  to  do  evil :  for 
evil  doers  shall  be  cut  oS,  but  those  that  wait  upon 
the  Lord,  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.  For  yet  a 
little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall  not  be :  yea, 
thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his  place,  and  it  shall 
not  be.  But  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth ;  and 
shall  delight  themselves  in  the  abundance  of  peace." 
Riches  cannot  prolong  life,  nor  accompany  its  pos- 
sessor beyond  its  precmcts ;  nothing  can  be  carried 
away :  "  naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb, 
and  naked  shall  I  return  thither." 


490       THET  SHALL  NEVER  SEE  LIOHT. 

"  Though  while  he  lived  he  blessed  his  soul." 

''  Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up  for  mauy 
years,  take  thine  ease ;  eat,  drink  and  be  merry. 
Every  unrenewed  man  is  absorbed  in  himself,  and 
with  himself;  he  is  his  own  god,  and  seeks  his  own 
glory ;  selfishness  shuts  him  up,  he  dispense  not 
abroad  ;  he  considers  not  the  poor ;  when  he  does 
give  alms,  it  is  to  be  seen  of  men,  that  of  men  he 
may  have  glory. 

"  And  men  will  praise  thee,  when  thou  doest 
well  to  thyself." 

Men  will  say,  "  he  is  a  wise  man  who  takes  care 
of  himself."  Men  will  praise  the  man  who  adds 
house  to  house,  and  field  to  field — ^who  increases 
in  riches :  "  they  bless  the  covetous  whom  the  Lord 
abhorreth,"  and  "  higlily  esteem  the  things  which 
are  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God." 

"  He  shall  go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers  : 
they  shall  never  see  light." 

He  goes  to  add  a  unit  to  countless  multitudes  of 
lost  spirits,  to  whom  the  light  of  day  shall  never 
come !  who  are  cast  into  outer  daribiess :  "  there 
shall  be  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 


PSALM    L. 

1.  The  mighty  God,  even  thQ  Lord,  hath  spoken, 
and  called  the  earth,  from  the  rising  of  the  sim  luito 
the  going  down  thereof. 

2.  Out  of  Zion  the  perfection  of  beauty,  God 
hath  shined. 

3.  Our  God  shall  come,  and  shall  not  keep  silence : 
a  fire  shall  devour  before  him,  and  it  shall  be  very 
tempestuous  round  about  him. 

4.  He  shall  call  to  the  heavens  from  above,  and 
to  the  earth,  that  he  may  judge  his  people. 

5.  Gather  my  saints  together  unto  me  ;  those 
that  have  made  a  covenant  with  me  by  sacrifice. 

6.  And  the  heavens  shall  declare  his  righteous- 
ness :  for  God  is  judge  himself.     Selah. 

7.  Hear,  0  my  people,  and  I  will  speak;-  0 
Israel,  and  I  will  testify  against  thee :  I  am  God, 
even  thy  God. 

8.  I  will  not  reprove  thee  for  thy  sacrifices  or 
thy  burnt  offerings,  to  have  been  continually  be- 
fore me. 

9.  I  will  take  no  bullock  out  of  thy  house,  nor 
he-goats  out  of  thv  folds  : 

10.  For  every  beast  of  the  forest  is  mine,  and 
the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills. 

11.  I  know  all  the  fowls  of  the  mountains;  and 
the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  are  mine. 

12.  If  I  were  hungry,  I  would  not  tell  thee  :  for 
the  world  is  mine,  and  the  fulness  thereof. 

13.  Will  I  eat  the  flesh  of  bulls,  or  drink  the  blood 
of  goats  t 
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14.  Offer  unto  God  thanksgiving ;  and  pay  thy 
vows  unto  the  Most  High : 

15.  And  caU  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble;  I 
will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me. 

16.  But  unto  the  wicked  God  saith.  What  hast 
thou  to  do  to  declare  my  statutes,  or  that  thou 
shouldest  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ? 

17.  Seeing  thou  hatest  instruction,  and  castest 
my  words  behind  thee. 

18.  When  thou  sawest  a  thief,  then  thou  con- 
sentedst  with  him,  and  hast  been  partaker  with 
adulterers. 

19.  Thou  givest  thy  mouth  to  evil,  and  thy 
tongue  frameth  deceit. 

20.  Thou  ftittest  and  speakest  against  thy  brother; 
thou  slanderest  thine  own  mother's  son. 

21.  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  kept 
silence  ;  thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogetlier  such 
an  one  as  thyself :  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set 
them  in  order  before  thine  eyes. 

22.  Now  consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  lest  I 
tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver. 

23.  Whoso  offereth  praise  glorifieth  me  :  and  to 
him  that  ordereth  his  conversation  aright  will  I 
shew  the  salvation  of  God. 

"The  mighty  God,  even  the  Lord,  hath  spoken, 
and  called  the  earth,  from  the  rising  of 
the  sun  imto  the  going  down  thereof." 

This  Psalm  contemplates  the  actual  day,  when 
the  Lord  himself  shall  descend  from  heaven,  with  the 
voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God ; 
"  for  the  trumpet  shall  soiuid,"  and  "  the  Lord  will 
roar  from  on  high,  and  utter  his  voice  from  his  holy 
habitation."     **  He  shall  cry  with  a  loud  voice,  an 
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when  a  lion  roareth;  and  swear  that  time  shall 
be  no  longer."     He  is  the  mighty  God  :  the  ever- 
lasting Father:  The  Prince   of  Peace.     He  has 
long  time  kept  silence,  and  suffered  all  nations  to 
walK  in  their  own  ways  ;  but  now  the  "  Lord  will 
cause  his  glorious  voice  to  be  heard,  and  shall  shew 
the  lighting  down  of  his  arm,  with  the  indignation 
of  his  anger,  and  with  the  flame  of  a  devouring  fire," 
"for  his  lips  are  fuU  of  indignation,  and  his  tongue 
as  a  devouring  fire."     (See  Isaiah  xxx.  30.)     He 
shall  come  down  like  a  great  king  among  his  re- 
bellious subjects,  accompanied  with  his  armies  to 
destroy  them.     Give  an  accoimt  of  yourselves,  O 
ye  that  have  set  at  nought  all  my  counsel,  and 
would  none  of  my  reproof :  behold  now  "  1  will 
laugh  at  yomr  calamity,  and  mock  when  your  fear 
Cometh  ;    when  your  fear   cometh   as   desolation, 
and  your  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind,  when 
distress  and  anguish  cometh  upon  you."     "  Behold 
he  cometh  with  clouds  and  every  eye  shall  see  him, 
and  they  also  who  pierced  liim ;  and  aU  kindreds  of 
tlie  earth  shall  wail  because  of  liim."  Then  the  day 
of  grace  will  be  past :  then  he  comes,  not  to  save 
men's  lives,  but  to  destroy  them.    It  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  quick ;  not  the  judgment  of  the  dead ; 
which  latter  judgment  does  not  take  place  imtil 
more  than  a  thousand  years  after  liis  investiture  as 
Lord  and  King  over  the  whole  earth.     He  speaks, 
and  his  voice  is  to  the  sons  of  men ;  not  the  voice 
of  invitation,  nor  the  voice  of  mercy  and  love  ;  but 
the  stern  voice  of  fearful  rebuke.  0  ye  sons  of  men, 
give  an  account  of  your  stewardship,  for  ye  shall 
be  no  longer  stewards  I  all  ye  possessed  was  mine, 
but  yc  used  it  as  your  own.     Ye  also  sent  a  mes- 
sage after  me,  saying,  "  We  will  not  have  this  man 
to  rule  over  us."     Ye  have  not  recognized  me  as 
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the  source  of  power ;  but  have  bowed  your  head 
to  the  masses,  whom  you  blasphemously  called  the 
sovereign  people;  but  now  the  time  has  come, 
when  I  will  sl^ew,  that  I  am  "  the  blessed  and  only 
Potentate,  the  King  of  Ungs,  and  Lord  of  lords. 
Then  shall  he  give  charge  unto  his  angels,  saying, 
**  Lay  hands  on  those  mine  enemies,  that  would  not 
that  I  should  reign  over  them,  and  slay  them  before 


me.** 


^*  Out  of  Zion  the  perfection  of  beauty  hath 
God  shined." 

There  is  but  one  Zion,  and  it  is  situated  in  the 
heart  of  Palestine :  now  a  reproach  and  a  bye-word, 
but  soon  to  become  an  eternal  excellency  to  the 
nations,  and  the  joy  of  endless  generations.  God 
hath  chosen  it  to  be  the  place  of  his  rest,  the  place 
of  his  tln^one,  and  *'the  place  of  the  soles  of  his  feet, 
where  he  ^vill  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel 
for  ever."  "  And  he  will  make  the  place  of  his  feet 
glorious ;"  for  Zion  will  from  thenceforth  be  the 
perfection  of  beauty  ;  for  out  of  it  God  will  shine. 
"  The  sun  shall  be  no  more  her  light  day,  neither 
for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  light  to  her  ;  but 
the  Lord  shaD  be  to  her  an  everlasting  light,  and 
the  days  of  her  mourning  shall  be  ended?'  Although 
the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him,  yet  is 
Jerusalem  "  the  city  of  the  great  king,"  God  will 
establish  it  for  ever. 

^*Our  God  shall  come,  and  shall  not  keep 
silence ;  a  fire  shall  devour  before  him, 
and  it  shall  be  veiy  tempestuous  round 
about  him.'* 
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He  does  not  need  to  come  from  one  locality  to 
another  as  God,  for  he  is  eqnaUy  present  in  the 
highest  heavens  and  in  the  lowest  hell ;  but  by  the 
assumption  of  humanity  he  is  now  visible  in  the 
person  of  his  son,  "  for  m  him  dwelleth  all  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Godhead  bodily."  God,  the  eternal  God, 
dwells  in  flesh ;  "  for  the  word  was  made  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us,"  and  departed  from  us,  only  to  re- 
turn again,  in  "  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of 
times,"  that  he  mi^ht  then  continue  with  us  for  ever. 
For  although  he  is  now  in  the  heavens,  ^nd  hath 
there  "  prepared  his  throne,"  here  is  his  rest,  his 
home  for  ever;  as  also  it  is  the  home  of  angels  and  re- 
deemed men.  "  Our  God  shall  come,"  "  the  Lord 
my  God  shaH  come,  and  all  the  saints  with  thee  :" 
at  his  coming  he  finds  the  world  in  rebellion  against 
himself,  and  assembled  to  dispijte  possession ;  mar- 
shalled in  millions,  under  the  personal  Antichrist,  with 
his  ten  kings.  The  issue  of  the  conflict  will  be,  the 
total  destruction  of  all  those  rebels ;  and  then,  of 
all  the  wicked  of  the  earth.  By  these  judgments, 
the  world  will  be,  almost,  but  not  altogether  de- 
populated ;  it  will  be  so  diminished  in  numbers, 
that  for  many  miles,  in  countries,  formerly  thicHy 
peopled,  there  will  not  be  a  single  inhabitant  left. 
It  is  the  day  of  wrath,  "  that  great  day  of  God  Al- 
mighty;" a  fire  shall  devour  beiore  him;  his  rebukes 
shcul  be  with  flames  of  fire  ;  and  the  fire  shaU  bmm 
up  his  enemies  round  about ;  "  for  every  battle  of 
the  warrior  is  with  confused  noise,  and  garments 
rolled  in  blood,  but  this  shall  be  with  biuning  and 
fuel  of  fire."  (Isaiah,  ix.  5). 

"  He  shall  c<all  to  the  heavens  from  above,  and 
to  the  earth  that  he  may  judge  his  peo- 
ple." 
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The  call  to  the  heavens  from  above,  is  to  the  holy 
angels,  ''  for  he  shall  send  his  angels,  and  they  shall 
gather  together  his  elect  from  the  one  end  of  the 
earth  unto  the  other." 

'^  Gather  my  saints  together  unto  me ;  those 
that  have  made  a  covenant  with  me  by 
sacrifice,"  (or  as  it  should  be  rendered) 

"  Gather  my  saints  together  unto  me,  even 
those  who  through  faith  in  my  sacrifice 
have  laid  hold  on  my  covenant. 

The  saints  of  God  are  those  "  who  have  washed 
their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb,"  and  so  have  "  laid  hold  of  the  hope  set 
before  them  in  the  gospel."  As  Christ  the  first 
bom  from  the  dead  arose,  so  on  that  day  all  his 
saints  shaD  arise :  they  "  who'are  accountea  worthy 
of  that  world,  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead ; 
who  neither  (hencefoi-th)  marry,  nor  are  given  in 
nmiTiage  :  neither  can  they  die  any  more,  but  are 
t»qual  unto  the  angels,  and  are  the  children  of  God, 
being  the  children  of  the  resurrection."  When 
tliey  arise,  they  will  be  conducted  by  the  angels  to 
their  Redeemer,  more  as  an  honorary  guard,  than 
from  any  difficulty  in  finding  him,  for,  like  as  the 
eagles  by  their  scent  find  their  way  to  the  carcase, 
so  shall  the  sons  of  God  be  infallibly  guided,  in  their 
winged  flight,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  so 
be  for  ever  with  the  Lord." 

"  And  the  heavens  shall  declare  his  righteoua- 
noss :  for  God  is  judge  himself." 

In  that  day  he  will  be  justified  when  he  speaketh, 
and  be  clear  when  he  judgeth ;  for  the  neavens 
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"vnSl  declare  his  righteonsuess;  "  thy  faithfulness  also 
in  the  conereffation  of  the  saints."  From  that  time, 
Ood  shall  De  judge  himself;  he  shall  thereafter  go- 
vern the  world  in  person,  "  he  will  judffe  the  world 
in  righteousness  by  that  man  whom  ne  hath  or- 
dained ;  whereof  he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all 
men,  in  that  he  hath  raisea  him  fix>m  the  dead." 
^*  Then  shall  the  nations  be  ^lad,  and  sing  for  joy ; 
for  he  shall  judge  the  people  righteously,  and  govern 
the  nations  ixpon  earth."  (67th  Psalm.) 

"  Hear,  0  my  people,  and  I  will  speak ;  0  Is- 
rael, and  I  will  tedtifV  against  thee ;  I  am 
God,  even  thy  God. 

He  comes  to  destroy  the  Gentiles,  and  to  save 
the  remnant  of  Israel :  thus  the  work  is  two-fold, 
as  saith  the  prophet,  "  For  behold,  in  those  days, 
and  in  that  tune,  when  I  shall  bring  again  the  cap- 
tivity of  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  I  will  also  gather 
all  nations,  and  will  bring  them  down  into  the  val- 
ley of  Jehoshaphat,  and  will  plead  with  them  there, 
for  my  people,  and  for  my  heritage  Israel."  It 
is  the  day  of  vengeance  for  the  nations;  it  is  the 
year  of  redemption  for  Israel ;  the  year  of  their 
jubOee.  He  pleads  in  wrath  and  fury  with  the 
nations,  but  m  gentle  remonstrance  with  Israel; 
**  Hear,  0  my  people,  and  I  will  speak ;  O  Israel, 
for  I  will  testify  against  thee ;  be  not  proud,  for  I 
am  God,  even  thy  God." 

"  I  will  not  reprove  thee  for  thy  sacrifices,  or 
for  thy  burnt  ofierings  which  have  been 
continually  before  me." 

"  To  what  purpose  have  been  the  multitude  of 
your  sacrifices  to  me  saith  the  Lord  ?    I  am  lull  of 
32 
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the  burnt  offerings  of  ramR.  and  the  fat  of  fed  beasts, 
and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks,  or  of 
lambs,  or  of  he-goate."  Yet  I  reprove  you  not  for 
th(»se  offerings,  because  they  are  of  my  appoint- 
ment, but  in  that  you  have  not  underetood  their 
typical  character ;  supposing  in  your  blindness  that 
yon  were  enriching  me  by  presenting  them :  under^ 
stand  then,  0  my  people,  that 

"  I  will  take  no  bullock  out  of  thy  house,  nor 

he-goat  out  of  thy  folds." 
"Every  beast  of  the  field  is  mine,  and  the 

cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills." 
**  I  know  all  the  fowls  upon  the  motmtains ; 

and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest  are  mine." 

Do  not  suppose  that  in  giving,  you  add  anything 
to  me,  for  all  you  have  and  possess  belong  to  me  ; 
the  world  is  mine  and  all  that  it  contains ;  if  I  did 
want,  I  need  not  come  to  you  for  supply. 

"If  I  were  luiiic:ry,  I  would  not  toll  thee  ;  for 
the  world  is  mine,  and  the  fulness  thereof." 

Again,  think  ye.  that  T  take  delight  in  these  sa- 
crifices, as  if  I  partook  of  them  .' 

"  Will  I  eat  the  flesh  of  bulls,  or  drink  the 
blood  of  goats.'' 

How  false  have  been  all  your  conceptions  of  me, 
when  you  brought  your  offerings  to  present  them 
before  me  I 

"  Offer  mito  God  thanksgiving ;  and  pay  thy 
vows  imto  the  Most  High. 
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God  takes  delight  in  those  wlio  receive  with 
thanksgiving  the  blessings  which  he  sends.  From 
the  unthankful  he  will  withdraw  his  mercies ;  for 
"  rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  stubborn- 
ness'is  as  iniquity  and  idolatry.''  (1  Samuel  xv.  23^. 
His  people  should  also  vow  unto  him,  and  pay  theur 
vows :  as  it  is  written,  "  I  will  go  into  thy  house 
with  burnt  offerings  ;  I  will  pay  thee  my  vows, 
which  my  lips  have  uttered,  and  my  mouth  hath 
spoken,  when  I  was  in  trouble."  (See  Psalm  Ixvi. 
13).  The  praises  of  Israel  wait  for  God  in  Zion, 
and  (there)  unto  him  shall  the  vow^be  performed. 

"  And  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble :  I 
I  \vii\  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify 
me." 

"  This  day  of  trouble"  is  the  last  persecution  of 
Antichrist,  and  is  specially  mentioned  in  the  30ih 
chapter  of  Jeremiah,  "  Alas,  for  that  day  is  great, 
80  that  none  is  like  it ;  it  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob's 
trouble ;  but  he  shall  be  saved  out  of  it."  They 
shall  cry  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  hear  their  ciy ; 
he  will  suddenly  deliver  them,  with  a  mighty  de- 
liverance ;  then  will  they  glorify  him,  and  praise 
him,  "  they  shall  be  to  him  for  a  people,  and  for  a 
name,  and  for  a  praise,  and  for  a  glory." 

"  But  unto  the  wicked,  God  saith,  What  hast 
thou  to  do  to  declare  my  statutes,  or  that 
thou  shouldest  take  my  covenant  in  thy 
mouth  ?" 

The  prayer  of  the  wicked,  and  the  sacrifices  of 
the  wicKed,  all  their  services,  their  solemn  assem- 
blies, and  whatsoever  they  do,  are  an  abomination  to 
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the  Lord ;  *'  When  ye  spread  forth  your  hands,  I 
will  hide  mine  eyes  from  you ;  yea,  when  ye  make 
many  prayers  I  will  not  hear." 

''  Because  thou  hatest  instruction,  and  castest 
my  words  behind  thee." 

Ignorance  arises  from  perversity ;  a  disinclination 
to  receive  instructioii,  "  this  is  the  ^ground  of  the) 
condemnation,  that  Ught  is  come  mto  the  worlcj, 
and  men  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  because 
their  deeds  are  evil ;  for  every  one  that  doeth  evil, 
hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  to  the  light,  lest  his 
deeds  should  be  reproved."  Men  will  not  hear  nor 
apply  themselves  to  find  the  knowledge  of  God,  just 
because  "they  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways: 
they  cast  his  words  behind  them,  and  "  will  not  hear- 
ken to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charming  never  so 
wisely." 

^*When  thou  sawest  a  thief,  then  thou  con- 
sentedst  with  him,  and  hast  been  partaker 
with  adulterers." 

Thou  givest  thy  moutii  to  evil,  and  thy 
tongue  frameth  decoit." 

Thou  sittest  and  speakest  against  thy  bro- 
ther ;  thou  slanaerest  thine  own  mother's 
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son." 


As  it  is  by  the  knowledge  of  God  only,  that  men 
become  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds,  and 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  so  all  who 
are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  the  ig- 
norance that  18  in  them  cannot  do  good,  but  pro- 
ceed from  evil  to  evil ;  "  either  make  the  tree  good, 
and  his  fruit  good,  or  the  tree  corrupt^  and  his  firuit 
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corrupt  :*^  man's  natural  state  is  to  be  "  hateful  and 
hating  one  another,"  for  all  flesh  hath  corrupted 
his  way. 

"These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  kept 
silence." 

"  Because  sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not 
executed  speedily,  therefore  the  hearts  of  the  sons 
of  men  are  fully  set  in  them  to  do  evil ;"  they  say 
in  their  hearts,  God  doth  not  see :  he  taketh  no 
knowledge:  "our  Up? are  our  own,  who  is  Lord  over 
us  ?"  God  looks  on  in  silence,  "  I  hearkened  and 
heard,  but  they  spake  not  aright :  no  man  turned 
from  his  wickedness,  saying.  What  have  I  done  ? 
every  man  went  on  his  course,  as  the  horse  rusheth 
into  the  battle." 

"  Thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such 
an  one  as  thyself*" 

Men  judge  of  God  by  themselves,  as  indeed  they 
judge  of  men  by  themselves.  Thus  he  who  buried 
his  one  talent  in  the  earth,  said,  "  Because  I  knew 
thee,  that  thou  art  an  austere  man,  reaping  where 
thou  hast  not  sown,  and  gathering  where  thou  hast 
not  strawed ;  therefore  I  was  afraid,  and  went,  and 
hid  thy  talent  in  the  earth ;  lo,  there  thou  hast, 
that  is  thine."  Instead  of  learning  the  character  of 
God,  through  the  revelation  of  nis  Son,  the  per- 
verted understandings  of  men  get  up  an  imaginary 
divinity,  a  god  to  whom  they  attribute  qualities 
and  dispositions  like  their  own :  they  take  him  to 
be  altogether  such  as  themselves,  and  rarely  find 
out  their  great  error,  until  they  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God. 
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"But  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  them  in 
order  before  thine  eyes." 

God  cannot  suffer  the  reins  of  government  to 
pass  out  of  his  hands :  if  he  did  so  for  a  single 
nour,  anarchy  and  confusion  would  be  the  result : 
he  sits  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  and  overrules  all  the 
doings  of  men,  to  the  furtherance  of  his  own 
eternal  purposes,  w^hich  embrace  good  government^ 
righteous  and  holy  administration,  world  without 
end.  "  He  will  biing  every  work  into  judgment, 
with  every  secret  thnig,  whether  it  be  good,  or 
whether  it  be  evil."  Eyery  man  shall  give  an  ac- 
count of  himself  to  (xod :  "  whose  fan  is  in  his 
hand :  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor,  and 
gather  the  wheat  into  his  gamer,  but  will  bum  up 
the  chaff  with  fire  unquenchable."  **  The  books  shall 
be  opened,  and  the  dead  shall  be  judged  out  of 
those  things  which  are  written  in  the  books,  ac- 
cording to  their  works." 

*'  Now  consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  lest 
h(j  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none 
to  deliver." 

Want  of  consideration  is  the  cause  of  men's  ruin. 
"  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his  mas- 
ters crib,  but  Israel  doth  not  know,  my  people  do 
not  consider,'^  (Isaiah,  chapter  i).  A  passing  thought 
now  and  then  will  be  oi  no  benefit.  The  subject 
is  of  far  too  great  importance  for  such  trifling.  If 
ye  will  not  lay  it  to  lu^art.  ()  ye  children  of  men,  to 
give  glory  to  the  Lord  yotu-  God,  then  you  must 
take  the  temble  consequences ;  if  you  would  be 
saved,  apply  your  hearts  to  wisdom;  enter  into  your 
chamber,  and  set  yourselves  to  obtain  that  know- 
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ledge  which  is  essential  to  salvation.    "  How  shall  a 
young  man  cleanse  his  way  ?  by  taking  heed  thereto 
according  to  thy  word."  (119th  Psalm,  verse  9).  "In- 
cline yoiur  ear,  and  come  unto  me  ;  hear,  and  yoxir 
soul  shall  live ;"  implies  patient  and  continuous  atten- 
tion ;  the  ear  must  be  withdrawn  from  other  sounds 
and  voices,  that  it  may  listen  to  the  vt)ice  of  God. 
**Hear,  0  my  people,  and  I  will  testify  \m to  thee  :  O 
Israel,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  me ;  there  shaD  no 
strange  God  be  in  thee  ;  neither  shalt  thou  worship 
any  strange  God.     I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  who 
brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt :  open  thy 
mouth  wide,  and  1  will  fill  it.    But  my  people  would 
not  hearken  to  my  voice  ;  and  Israel  would  none  of 
me  ;  so  I  gave  tliem  up  unto  their  own  heart's  lust ; 
and  they  walked  after  their  own  coimsels.    Oh, 
that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me,  and  Israel 
had  waJked  in  my  ways  I  I  would  have  fed  them  with 
the  finest  of  the  wheat,  and  with  honey  out  of  the 
rock  should  I  have  satisfied  them."  (81st  Psalm).  The 
cause  of  all  the  evil  is  the  forgetting  of  God ;  if  God 
were  known  and  remembered,  iniquity  would  not 
prevail.    Admit  God,  and  sin  will  find  no  place : 
Danish  God,  and  then  will  enter  the  devil,  the  world, 
and  the  fiesh.     Every  day's  continuance  in  this 
estrangement  from  God  increases  the  difficulty  of 
returmng ;  men  become  laden  with  sins ;  so  habitu- 
ated to  evil  as  to  be  morally  disabled,  given  up  to 
work  all  uncleanness  with  greediiieKS.     "Can  the 
Ethiopian  change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots, 
then  may  ye  also  do  good  who  are  accustomed  to 
do  evil''  (See  Jeremiah  xiii.  23).     Then  the  time 
for  destruction  is  come ;  God  will  tear  them  in  pieces, 
and  there  shall  be  none  to  deliver;  he  will  cast 
them  down  into  destruction ;  "  they  shall  be  brought 
into  desolation,  as  in  a  moment,  and  be  utterly  con- 
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sumed  with  terrors ;"  for  all  sach  have  kindled  9k  fire 
in  God's  anger  which  shall  bum  for  tver. 

'^  Whoso  offereth  praise  glorifieth  me." 

How  gracious,  that  the  Most  High,  who  hnmbleth 
himself  to  behold  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  should  thus  condescend  to  acknowledge 
himself  glorified  by  human  praise  I  Acceptame 
praise  must  come  through  Jesus  Christ,  hj  whom 
we  know  that  God  is  love ;  then  we  love  lum ;  and 
our  praise  is  acceptable  and  well-pleasmg  in  his 
sight.  "  I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song, 
and  wiU  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving.  Thw 
shall  please  the  Lord  better  than  an  ox,  or  bullock 
that  hath  horns  and  hoofs :"  for  this  end,  we  live, 
move,  and  have  our  being,  and  in  carrying  out  this 
end  or  design  of  our  existence,  our  eternal  felicity 
can  alone  be  secured. 


PSALM    LI., 

1.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  Goct  according  to« 
thy  loving  kindness ;  according  unto  the  multitude 
of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  my  trans^essions. 

2.  Wash  me  thoroughly  from  mine  imquity,  and- 
cleanse  me  from  my  sin. 

3.  For  I  acknowledge  my  transgveflsions :  and 
my  sin  is  ever  before  me. 

4.  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned,  and. 
done  this  evil  in  thy  sight ;  that  thou  mightest  be 
justified  when  thou  speakest,  and  be  dear  when.' 
thou  judgest. 

5.  Behold,  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity ;  and  in  sin 
did  mv  mother  conceive  me. 

6.  Behold,  thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward  parts; 
and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  shalt  make  me  to  know 
wisdom. 

7.  Purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shaQ  be  clean ; 
wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow.^ 

8.  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladness ;  that  the 
bones  which  thou  hast  broken  may  rejoice. 

9.  Hide  thy  face  from  my  sins,  and  blot  out  all 
mine  iniquities. 

10.  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  0  God ;  and  re- 
new a  right  spirit  within  me. 

11.  Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence;  and 
take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me. 

12.  Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation ; 
and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  Spurit : 

13.  Then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  ways ; 
and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee. 
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14.  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiJtiiiess,  0  God, 
thou  God  of  my  salvation ;  and  my  tongue  shall 
sing  aloud  of  thy  righteousness. 

15.  0  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips;  and  my  mouth 
shaD  shew  forth  thy  praise. 

16.  For  thou  desirest  not  sacrijSce,  else  would  I 
give  it ;  thou  delightest  not  in  burnt  oflering. 

17.  The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit :  a 
broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  0  God,  thou  wilt  not 
despise.   • 

18.  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion : 
build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

19.  Then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the  sacrifices 
of  righteousness,  with  burnt  offering,  and  whole 
burnt  offering  :  then  shall  they  ofier  bullocks  upon 
thine  altar. 

"  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  God,  according  to 
thy  loving-kindness ;  according  unto  the 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out 
my  transgi'essions." 

"  Wash  me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity  and 
cleanse  me  from  my  sin." 

"  For  I  acknowledge  my  transgressions ;  and 
my  sin  is  ever  before  me." 

"  Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  sinned,  and 
done  this  evil  in  thy  sight :  that  thou 
mightest  be  justified  when  thou  speakest, 
and  be  clear  when  thou  judgest.'' 

This  is  the  only  Psalm  of  the  hundred  and  fifty, 
where  a  doubt  can  justly  rest  of  its  application  to 
Christ :  the  confesson  of  sin  appears  to  be  of  so  per- 
sonal a  kind,  that  we  are  almost  tempted  to  give  it 
up,  knowing  that  he  knew  no  sin,  neither  was  guile 
foimd  in  his  mouth  ;  but  we  are  to  remember  that 
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he  was  made  sin  for  us  ;  the  one  man  on  whom  was 
chargeable  the  guilt  of  all  men ;  which  accomits 
for  his  frequent  confessions  of  sin  and  supplications 
for  mercy ;  thus  in  the  6th  Psalm,  "  0  Lord,  re- 
buke me  not  in  thine  anger,  neither  chasten  me  in 
thy  hot  displeasure.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  0 
Lord;  for  I  am  weak :  0  Lord,  heal  me;  for  my 
bones  are  vexed.  My  soul  also  is  sore  vexed :  but 
thou,  0  Lord,  how  long  I  Return,  O  Lord,  deliver 
my  soul :  oh  save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake  !" 
That  these  utterances  are  from  the  Holy  One  ap- 
pears evident  in  the  8th  verse,  "  Depart  from  me, 
all  ye  workers  of  iniquity :"  being  the  identical  words 
which  we  know  he  will  use  at  the  throne  of  judg- 
ment. We  are  therefore  not  to  be  driven  away 
from  our  principle  of  interpretation  in  applying  the 
Psalms  to  Christ,  and  to  Clnist  only,  by  the  strong 
language  employed  in  this  Psalm.  He  felt  our  sins 
to  be  truly  his  own,  and  mourned  for  them  with  far 
more  bitterness  than  if  he  had  been  himself  the 
perpetrator :  for  those  who  do  commit  sin  are 
alow  to  confess.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  get  a  man  to 
be  truly  humbled  on  account  of  his  sin ;  but  Jesus 
was  humbled  on  our  account,  even  unto  death. 

"  Behold,  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity ;  and  in  sin 
did  my  mother  conceive  me." 

How  will  such  language  correspond  with  the 
words  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  "  Therefore  also  that 
holy  one,  which  shall  be  bom  of  thee,  shall  be 
called  the  Son  of  God  ?"  It  will  be  thus  answered, 
that  as  generated  of  God,  he  was  holy  ;  but  as 
connecting  himself  with  fallen  flesh,  he  was  shapen 
in  iniquity :  as  to  his  mother,  so  far  was  she  from 
being  immaculate,  as  the  Romanists  vainly  teach. 
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there  was  sin  with  her,  even  in  the  conception  •- 
Still,  ahe  was  righteous  before  God,  *'  walking  in  all 
the  ordinances  and  eommandiiieuts  of  the  Lonl 
blameless ;"  a  pure  virgin,  a  saint  of  God,  of  a  spot- 
less life,  waiting  for  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  with- 
all,  one  of  our  fallen  race.  Concerning  our  Lord 
Jesus,  it  is  written,  that  he  took  hold  of  the  seed  of 
Abraham,  of  very  purpose  and  intent  to  lift  it  up- 
from  its  deep  degradation ;  which  he  has  done ;  and 
now  we  see  in  the  Son  of  man  glorified,  what  man- 
kind will  be  (as  many  as  are  saved)  in  the  etemat 
state. 

"  Behold,  thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward 
parts ;  and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  shiilt 
make  me  to  know  wisdom. 

Human  laws  take  cognizance  of  men's  actions : 
God's  holy  law  taketh  cognizance  of  men's  hearts : 
for  "  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but 
God  looketh  on  the  heart."  0  man,  know  thou 
that  "  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment, 
with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or 
whether  it  be  evil,"  therefore  seek  to  have  thy 
secret  heart  such  as  to  bear  the  scrutiny  of  him 
who  requireth  truth  in  the  inward  parts.  The  body 
of  man  is  but  the  shell,  the  kernel  is  the  soul, 
and  is  the  all  important  part;  the  hidden  part,  where 
"  wisdom"  should  be  enshrined ;  and  wisdom  is  he 
"  who  rejoiced  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth, 
and  whose  delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men," 
"  before  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid." 
(Prov.  viii.  31.) 

"  Purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shall  be  clean  : 
wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  the 
snow." 
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"  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladness ;  that 
the  bones  which  thou  hast  broken  may 
rejoice." 

"  Hide  thy  face  from  my  sins,  and  blot  out  all 
mine  iniquities  ;^ 

"  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  0  God  ;^and  re- 
new a  right  spirit  within  me  f 

"  Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence :  and 
take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me." 

As  the  representative  -of  all  flesh,  he  prays  that 
he  may  be  purged :  as  our  representative  he  pre- 
sented himself  without  -spot  to  God :  and  we  in 
him  are  purged ;  as  it  is  written,  "  When  he  had 
by  himself  purged  our  sins,  he  sat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  God;"  witii%all  our  sins  he  was  cover- 
ed, thick  as  the  bristles  <)f  the  porcupine  :  all  are 
washed  away  in  his  blood,  and  we  in  him  are 
made  whiter  than  the  snow.  This  is  that  spotless 
robe,  with  which  we  are  presented,  and  in  which 
we  are  daily  to  walk.  "  Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth 
^nd  keepeth  his  garments,  lest  he  walk  naked, 
and  they  see  his  shame."    Rev.  xvi.  15. 

"  Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation ; 

and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  spirit." 
"  Then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  ways ; 

>and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee.' 

Salvation  is  promised  to  all,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Christ  Jesus ;  and  as  many  as 
believe  are  made  happy.  This  happiness,  is  the 
joy  of  God's  salvation.  There  is  also  given  to 
them  who  ask,  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  is 
in  us  the  earnest  of  that  promised  salvation.  The 
conversion  of  sinners  is  precious  in  his  sight,  *^  who 
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wotdd  have  all  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  truth."  Yea, "  there  is  joy  in  the  presence 
of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth.*^ 

"  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness,  O  God,  thou 
God  of  mv  salvation,  and  my  tongue  shaU 
sing  aloua  of  thy  righteousness." 

"  Son  of  man,  I  have  made  thee  a  watchman  un- 
to the  house  of  Israel ;  therefore  hear  the  word  at 
my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning  from  me.  When 
I  say  unto  the  wicked.  Thou  shalt  surely  die,  and 
thou  rivest  him  not  warning ;  nor  speakest  to  warn 
the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way,  to  save  his  life ; 
the  same  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ;  but 
his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand."  (Ezekicl  iii. 
17).  This  is  blooa-^iiltinesfl ;  but  Christ  was  free 
from  this,  as  from  all  other  sin ;  for  he  did  not  re- 
frain hifl  lips,  nor  bide  the  righteousness  of  God 
Avitliin  his  lieart.  '*  1  have  declared  thy  faithfulness 
a]i(l  thy  salvation.  I  have  not  concealed  thy  loving- 
kindness  and  thy  tnith  from  the  great  congregation." 
(40tli  Psalm,  verse  10).  There  is  a  great  blessedness 
in  being  clear  from  the  blood  of  all  men :  Christ  was 
so  ;  he  shunned  not  to  declare  the  whole  coimsel  of 
God. 


0  Lord,  open  thou  my  Kps ;  and  my  mouth 
shaD  shew  forth  thy  praise." 


Christ  was  the  oracle  of  God ;  he  never  spake  but 
when  God  spake  by  him ;  hence  he  could  always 
say,  "  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  I  speak 
not  of  myself;"  again,  "  Ihe  word  that  ye  hear  is 
not  mine,  but  the  Father's  who  sent  me. '  Every 
christian  should  in  hke  manner  speak  as  the  oracle 
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of  God ;  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  speak 
when  the  spirit  of  God  moves  him  to  speak.     If 
christians  would  thns  walk,  they  would  indeed  be 
living  epistles  of  Christ,  knowTi  and  read  of  all  men. 

**  Thou  desirest  not  sacrifice  ;  else  would  I 
give  it :  thou  deUghtest  not  in  burnt  of- 
fering.^ 

It  was  because  sacrifices,  and  oflFerings,  and  burnt 
oflFerings  could  not  avail  to  propitiate  for  sin,  that 
he  came  down  from  heaven  to  oflFer  himself;  for 
this  great  end  "  a  body  was  prepared  for  him,"  that 
in  it  he  might  become  the  true  atoning  sacrifice 
for  the  "  great  transgression ;"  that  God  might  be 
just,  and  the  justifier  of  the  ungodly  who  believe 
on  Jesus. 

" The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  spirit;  a 
broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  0  God,  thou 
wilt  not  despise." 

"  To  this  man  will  I  look  saith  the  Lord,  even  to 
him  that  is  poor,  and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  who 
trembleth  at  my  word."  (Isaiah,  Ixvi.  2).  As  the 
inward  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit  is  of 
great  price  in  the  sight  of  God,  ro  also  is  a  broken 
and  contrite  heart  more  acceptable  to  him  than  all 
whole  burnt  offerings  and  sacrifices.  Brokenness 
and  contrition  are  not  antecedent  to  faith  in  (^ri^t. 
The  cross  beheld,  gives  peace,  prostrates  the  soul, 
and  banishes  pride ;  this  is  the  state  of  mind  which 
God  will  not  despise.  With  such  sacrifices  he  is  well 
pleased. 

*'  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion ; 
build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem." 
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This  is  the  same  petition  as  *'  thy  kingdom  come." 
^<  Then  the  heathen  shall  fear  the  name  of  die  Lord, 
and  aH  the  kings'of  the  earth  his  glory;"  for  then 
"  he  will  appear  in  his  glory :"  "  the  Lord  my  Qod 
'will  come,  and  aS  the  saints  with  thee." 

"  Then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the  sacri- 
fices of  righteonsnessy  with  bnmt  o£fering^ 
and  whole  burnt  offering ;  then  shaD  they 
offer  buDocks  upon  tMne  altar. 

*  The  sacrifices  fliat  were  under  the  law  prefi^m^ 
the  great  and  only  real  sacrifice.  These  will  be 
again  restored  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his 
sacrifice.  This  is  clearly  shewn  from  me  40th 
chapter  of  Ezekiel,  to  the  end  of  his  prophecy, 
which  all  refers  to  events,  which  are  to  take  place, 
when  the  kingdom  of  God  shall  come.  Before 
Messiah  came,  the  great  purpose  of  sacrifice,  of 
burnt  offering,  aod  whole  burnt  offering,  was  but 
dimly  perceived ;  but  in  the  age  to  come,  when  Is- 
rael 18  restored,  and  is  become  a  righteous  nation  ; 
the  "  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world" 
will  be  seen  clearly  in  aU  their  offerings;  even  as  now 
the  bread  and  wine  are  the  lively  memorials  of  him, 
who  loved  us,  and  gave  himself  for  us.  Thus  their 
sacrifices  will  be  sacrifices  of  righteousness ;  God 
wiD  be  pleased  with  them,  for  "  they  shaU  come  up 
with  acceptance  on  mine  altar."  The  Lord  Goa 
will  smell  in  them  a  sweet  savour,  as  he  did  at 
Noah's  sacrifice  after  the  flood."  (Genesis,  viii,  21.) 


PSALM    LII. 

1.  Why  boasteth  thou  thyself  in  mischief,  0 
mighty  man  t  the  goodness  of  God  endureth  con- 
tinually. 

2.  Thy  tongue  deviseth  mischiefs ;  like  a  sharp 
razor,  working  deceitfully. 

3.  Thou  lovest  evil  more  than  good ;  and  lying 
rather  than  to  speak  righteousness.     Selah. 

4.  Thou  lovest  all-devouring  words,  0  thou  de- 
ceitful tongue. 

5.  God  shall  likewise  destroy  thee  for  ever :  he 
shall  take  thee  away,  and  pluck  thee  out  of  thy 
dwelling  place,  and  root  thee  out  of  the  land  of  the 
living.     Selah. 

6.  The  righteous  also  shall  see,  and  fear,  and 
shall  laugh  at  him  : 

7.  Lo,  this  is  the  man  that  made  not  God  his 
strength  ;  but  trusted  in  the  abundance  of  his  riches, 
and  strengthened  himself  in  his  wickedness. 

8.  But  I  am  like  a  green  olive  tree  in  the  house 
of  God :  I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  ever  and 
ever. 

9.  I  will  praise  thee  for  ever,  because  thou  hast 
done  it :  and  I  will  wait  on  thy  name ;  for  it  is  good 
before  thy  saints. 

"  Why  boastest  thou  thyself  in  mischief,  0 
mighty  man  f  (is  it)  because  the  good- 
ness of  God  enaureth  continually  ? 

"  The  wicked  boasteth  of  his  heart's  desire ;"  he 
boasts  of  things  of  which  he  should  be  ashamed, 
33 
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and  which  God  abhors :  for  "  the  things  which  are 
highly  esteemed  among  men,  (and  of  which  they 
glory  or  biiust)  are  abomination  in  the  sight  of 
God."  We  are  mischievous  when  we  despise  God, 
and  obey  not  his  voice ;  we  do  wrong  to  God, 
when  we  rob  him  of  his  glory.  He  that  lives  to 
himself,  and  not  to  God,  commits  mischief  and 
wrong,  however  harmless  his  life  may  appear  to 
himself  and  to  others :  it  would  be  wise  to  under- 
stand God's  estimate  of  mischief,  and  its  con- 
sequences ;  "  but  tiiey  know  not,  neither  will  they 
understand  ;  they  walk  on  in  darkness,'*  trusting 
that  to-morrow  "  shall  be  as  this  day,  and  much 
more  abundant."  They  presume  on  the  goodness 
of  God ;  they  infer  that,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
so  it  shall  be  in  the  future. 

"  Thy  tongue  deviseth  mischiefs ;  like  a  sharp 
razor,  working  deceitfully." 

"  Thou  lovest  evil  more  than  good  ;  and  lying 
rather  than  to  speak  righteousness," 

"  Thou  lovest  all-devouring  words,  0  thou  de- 
ceitful tongue." 

But  the  tongue  of  an  unsanctified  heart  is  "a  fire, 
a  world  of  iniquity :  defiling  the  whole  body ;  set- 
ting on  fire  the  course  of  nature ;  while  itself  is  set 
on  fire  of  hell :  it  is  an  imnily  evil,  full  of  deadly 
poison ;  devising  mischief;  like  a  sharp  razor,  work- 
mg  deceitfully."  This  description  applies  to  all 
who  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  mi- 
belief.  "They  love  evil  more  than  good ;  and  lying 
rather  than  to  speak  righteousness  ;  with  their 
tongues  they  have  used  deceit ;  and  wickedness  is 
in  their  dwellings,  and  among  them." 

"  God  shall  likewise  destroy  thee  for  ever." 


M 
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"  God  BhaD  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies,  and 
the  hairy  scalp  of  such  an  one  as  goeth  on  stiD  in  his 
trespasses;"  he  will  destroy  them,  and  that  for  ever. 
There  will  never  come  a  time  for  their  restoration ; 
once  lost,  lost  for  ever. 

**  He  shall  take  thee  away,  and  pluck  thee  out 
of  thy  dwelling  place,  an^  root  thee  out 
of  the  land  of  the  living." 

This  is  a  work  of  judgment  which  God  is  doing 
among  men  every  day.  By  some  one  of  the  thou- 
sand tonus  of  disease,  which  conduct  to  the  cham- 
bers of  death,  he  takes  them  away,  plucks  them 
out  of  their  dweUing  place,  and  so  roots  them  out 
of  the  land  of  the  living.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  casualty  in  death :  '^  there  is  an  appointed  time 
for  man  upon  the  earth;"  and  when  a  man  dies  it  is 
because  the  fiat  of  God  has  gone  forth,  the  time  has 
arrived  for  his  departure  out  of  this  world ;  nake4 
as  when  he  entered  into  it.  But  what  is  beyond 
that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveller  returns  ?  The 
curtain  has  been  once  drawn  aside,  in  the  form  of 
a  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  that  aU  may 
tremble,  and  so  flee  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the 
hope  set  before  them  in  the  gospel. 


"  The  righteous  shaD  see,  and  fear,  and  shall 
laum  at  him." 

(They  Miall  say)  "Lo,  this  is  the  man  that 
made  not  God  his  strength  :  but  trusted  in 
the  abundance  of  his  riches,  and  strength- 
ened himself  in  his  wickedness." 

The  righteous,  will  mark  the  judgment  ot  God, 
in  thus  summarily  cutting  off"  from  the  earth  the 
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man  who  made  not  God  his  strength,  but  tnisted  in 
his  riches,  making  them  his  dependanee,  and  so 
strengthening  himself  in  wickedness. 


"  But  I  am  like  a  green  oHve  tree  in  the  honse 
of  God ;  I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  for 
ever  and  even" 

Our  Lord  Jesus  having  finished  the  work  which 
the  Father  gave  him  to  do,  has  gone  up  into  hea- 
v^i,  and  there  he  appears,  like  a  green  olive  tree, 
in  fall  verdure  ;  the  delight  and  the  glory  of  all  the 
trees,  who  are  but  shrubs  bending  before  him. 
Christ  as  our  representative,  had  no  claim  on  the 
mercy  of  God ;  who  might  have  discarded  our  race, 
as  he  has  done  the  angels  that  sinned ;  **  but  God 
will  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy ;"  and 
by  his  mercy  we  are  saved. 

"  I  wiD  praise  thee  for  ever,  because  thou  hast 
done  it ;  and  I  will  wait  on  thy  name ;  for  it 
is  good  before  thy  saints." 

Christ  will  praise  God  for  ever ;  both  because  of 
his  righteous  judgments  toward  the  wicked,  and 
his  mercies  toward  them  that  fear  him ;  and  he  wiD 
wait  on  his  name.  His  name  is  TA)ve,  No  man  can 
truly  wait  on  God,  until  he  firat  realize  his  name;  as 
no  man  can  pleod3e  God,  nor  come  imto  him,  unless 
"  he  believe  that  He  is,  and  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him."  We  wait  on  his  name, 
when  beueving  in  his  love,  we  draw  near  to  hini ; 
then  we  obtain  that  good,  which  all  find  who  truly 
seek  him. 
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1.  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  There  is  uo 
God.  Corrupt  are  they,  and  have  done  abominable 
iniquity  :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good. 

2.  God  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  child- 
ren of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  mider- 
ertand,  that  did  seek  God. 

3.  Every  one  of  them  is  gone  back ;  they  are 
altogether  become  filthy  :  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good,  no,  not  one. 

4.  Have  the  workers  of  imquity  no  knowledge  1 
who  eat  up  my  people  as  they  eat  bread :  they 
have  not  called  upon  (Jod. 

5.  There  were  they  in  great  fear,  where  no  fear 
was  :  for  God  hath  scattered  the  bones  of  him  that 
encampeth  against  thee:  thou  hast  put  them  to 
shame,  because  God  hath  despised  them. 

6.  Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  dut 
of  Zion  !  When  God  bringeth  back  the  captivity 
of  his  people,  Jacob  shall  rejoice,  and  Israel  shall 
be  glaa. 

**  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  There  is  no 
God." 

The  beginning  of  wisdom  is  the  fear  of  God : 
before  tJiis  first  step,  every  man  must  necessaiily 
be  a  fool,  however  nigh  his  reputation  among  men 
for  wisdom,  and  knowledge.  When  men  begin  to 
believe  that  God  is,  the  fear  of'  him  must  follow  ; 
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but  where  no  fear  of  God  is,  they  discern  not  his 
hand,  nor  the  judgments  that  proceed  from  him. 

"  They  are  corrupt,  and  have  done  abominable 
iniquity  :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good.** 

"  God  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the 
children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any 
that  did  understand,  that  did  seek  God.'' 

"  Every  one  of  them  is  gone  back ;  they  are 
altogether  become  filthy :  there  is  none 
that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one." 

God  looked  down  from  heaven  in  the  antede- 
luvian  age,  and  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man 
was  gi'oat  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagination 
of  the  thoughtB  of  liiH  heart  was  only  evil  continu- 
ally. **  God  looked  upon  the  earth,  and  behold  it 
was  coiTupt :  for  all  flesh  had  corrupted  his  way 
upon  the  eartli;  and  God  said  to  Noah,  The  end 
of  all  flesh  is  come  before  me,  for  the  eariJi  is  fiUed 
with  violence  through  them  ;  and  behold  I  will  des- 
troy them  with  the  earth."  Such  was  the  condition 
of  mankind  before  the  flood.  But  has  it  improved 
since  then  ?  What  wiith  the  Apostle  St.  John  ? 
"  Wo  know  that  wo  are  of  God.  and  the  whole 
world  lieth  in  wickedness."  No  judgment  could  be 
of  a  more  sweeping  character  than  this !  the  ex- 
ceptions being  so  few  as  not  even  to  be  named. 
The  world  has  not  improved  since  then ;  for  Satan 
is  still  the  god  of  this  world ;  the  masses  are  still 
led  captive  by  him  at  his  will ;  God  still  looks  down 
from  heaven  imon  the  children  of  men,  to  see  if  there 
are  any  that  dio  imderstand,  and  seek  God,  and  the 
result  IS  the  same,  as  in  past  ages,  "  Every  one  is 
gone  back."  "  All  have  forsaken  the  foimtain  of 
hving  waters,  and  hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken 
cisterns  which  can  hold  no  water." 
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**  Have  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  knowledge  ? 
who  eat  up  my  people  as  they  eat  bread ; 
they  have  not  called  upon  God." 

The  workers  of  iniquity  have  no  knowledge ; 
they  do  not  know  God :  ana  without  this  knowledge 
all  else  is  valueless.  It  matters  little  that  men 
should  be  profound  scholars,  of  great  literary  and 
scientific'  acquirements  ;  msjsters  of  eloquence  ; 
highly  distinguished  at  the  bar,  or  in  the  senate  : 
it  matters  not,  although  reckoned  the  most  eminent 
in  their  generation  tor  learning  and  skill ;  in  the 
sight  of  God  they  are  men  of  no  knowledge,  while 
unacquainted  with  Himself.  They  want  that  know- 
ledge which  would  rescue  them  from  being  "  wor- 
kers of  iniquity."  They  eat  up  the  people  of  God, 
as  they  eat  bread.  They  traduce  them,  speak  evil 
of  them,  persecute  them,  and  consider  that  they  do 
God  service.  Yet  how  few  are  so  persecuted  in 
these  days?  It  is  always  a  time  of  great  degene- 
racy when  there  is  no  persecution  for  righteousness' 
sake  ;  it  proves  that  righteousness  is  at  a  low  ebb ; 
so  feeble  as  not  to  excite  attention  ;  so  it  will  be  at 
the  close,  "  for  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  he  will 
scarce  find  faith  on  the  earth." 

"  There  were  they  in  great  fear;  where  no  fear 
was ;  for  God  had  scattered  the  bones  of 
him  that  encampeth  against  thee ;  thou 
hast  put  them  to  shame,  oecause  God  hath 
despised  him.'' 

Our  Lord  in  contemplating  the  whole  race  of  the 
wicked,  in  their  ultimate  condition,  rejoices  in  their 
downfall,  saying,  "  There  are  the  workers  of  iniquity 
fallen  ;  they  are  cast  down,  and  shall  not  be  able  to 
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arise.  The  words  of  this  verse  refer  to  the  coming 
day,  when  he  shall  suddenly  appear,  and  produce 
indescribable  terror:  they  shall  oe  encamped  against 
him  in  miUions,  on  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon ; 
and  there  he  will  destroy  them  with  the  sword  of 
his  mouth;  and  their  Dones  shall  be  scattered: 
their  dead  bodies  shall  be  left  as  dun^  upon  the 
ground ;  they  shall  not  be  gathered,  nor  bunedy  be- 
cause God  hath  despised  them.  ^ 

'*0h  that  the  salvation  of. Israel  were  come 
out  of  Zion ;  when  God  brin^th  back  the 
captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob  shall  rejoice 
and  Israel  shall  be  glad." 

That  the  interpretation  given  of  the  5th  verse,  is 
the  true  one,  appears  e\adent  from  the  words  which 
follow ;  for  at  that  time,  even  at  that  time  when 
the  Lord  will  gather  aU  nations  together,  that  he 
may  execute  judgment  upon  them ;  he  will  appear 
ill  Zion,  and  \vill  biing  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob ; 
then  will  .Jacob  rejoice,  and  Israel  will  be  glad  f 
they  will  obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and 
sighing  shall  for  ever  flee  away." 


<i 
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PSALM    LIV. 

1.  Save  me,  0  God,  by  thy  name,  and  judge  me 
by  thy  strength. 

2..  Hear  my  prayer,  O  God ;  give  ear  to  the 
words  of  my  mouth. 

3.  For  strangers  are  risen  up  against  me,  and 
oppressors  seek  after  my  soul :  they  have  not  set 
God  before  them.     Selah. 

4.  Behold,  God  is  mine  helper :  the  Lord  is  with 
them  that  uphold  my  soul. 

5.  He  shall  reward  evil  unto  mine  enemies ;  cut 
them  oflF  in  thy  truth. 

6.  I  wiD  freely  sacrifice  unto  thee  :  I  will  praise 
thy  name,  0  Lord,  for  it  is  good. 

7.  For  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  all  trouble ; 
and  ^ine  eye  hath  seen  his  desire  upon  mine  en- 
emies. 

"  Save  me,  0  God,  by  thy  name,  and  judge 
me  by  thy  strength." 

The  name  of  God,  is  his  character;  his  dispoeition ; 
**  his  divine  nature :"  the  great  principle  by  which  he 
is  actuated  is  Love ;  this  is  the  oivine  nature  inherent 
in  God  from  everlasting,  and  is  immutable,  and  eter- 
nal. This  is  that  name  of  which  Christ  speaks  in  his 
prayer,  saying,  "  I  have  manifested  thy  name  unto 
the  men  whom  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the  world." 
"  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name  those 
whom  thou  hast  given  me.'  "  While  I  was  with  them 
in  the  world  1  kept  them  in  thy  name  ;"  and  again 
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"  I  have  declared  uiitu  them  thy  name,  and  will  de- 
clare it ;  that  the  love  wherewith  thou  hast  loved 
me  may  be  in  them,  and  I  in  them."     Christ  ever 
lived  in  the  full  light  of  Jehovah's  name ;  it  was  his 
strength  and  his  salvation.     The  loving^kindness  of 
God  was  always  before  his  eyes ;  therefore  did  he 
walk  in  his  truth,  and  departed  not  from  it.  Through 
that  name  he  overcame,  and  is  set  down  with  the 
Father  on  his  throne  :  through  Jehovah's  name  we 
shall  ^ush  down  our  enemies,  and  tread  them  under 
that  nse  up  against  us.     Until  we  know  ihe  name 
of  God,  we  belong  to  the  congregation  of  the  dead : 
the  name  of  God  quickens  the  dead  into  life,  and 
sustains  the  life  thus  given.      When  Christ  said, 
"  The  hour  cometh  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that 
hear  shall  live,"  it  was  because  he  proclaimed  the 
name  of  God,  which  name  believed  in,  gives  life. 
By  this  name  Jesus  himself  lived,  as  he  testified, 
saying,  "  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and 
I  live  by  the  Father,  even  so  he  that  believeth  on 
me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me."     These  words  di- 
vested of  metaphor  simply  signify  that  as  his  soul 
was  preserved  m  life  by  the  knowledge  of  God,  so 
they  who  saw  God  in  him  would  in  Kke  manner  be 
preserved.     Christ  came  to  be  a  light  in  the  world, 
that  whosoever  believeth  on  him  should  not  abide 
in  darkness,  but  should  have  the  light  of  life,  t.^.  he 
came  to  reveal  God,  and  as  many  as  saw  him  to  be 
indeed  God,  changed  their  views  of  God ;  thev 
ceased  to  consider  God  in  the  false  light  in  which 
they  had  formerly  regarded  him;  they  now  saw  him  in 
his  true  character ;  and  this  alteration  in  their  views 
is  the  change  from  death  into  life.  This  is  to  be  born 
again ;  to  come  out  of  darkness  into  light ;  to  be  res- 
cued from  Satan's  power,  who  is  called  the  god  of 
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this  world  blinding  the  minds  of  them  who  believe 
not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ, 
who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them. 

"  Hear  my  prayer,  O  God ;   give  ear  to  the 

words  of  my  mouth.'' 
"For  strangers  are  risen  up  agamst  me,  and 

oppressors  seek  after  my  life ;  they  have 

not  set  God  before  them.'*' 

All  who  know  not  God  are  strangers  to  Chi-ist ; 
they  rose  up  against  him,  and  now  against  his  body 
the  Church ;  he  will  account  them  strangers  when 
he  comes,  and  will  say,  "  I  never  knew  you."  They 
set  not  God  before  them,  because  they  believe  not 
on  him. 

"  Behold,  God  is  mine  helper :   the  Lord  is 
with  them  that  uphold  my  soul.'^ 

God  helped  his  Son  from  the  manger  to  the 
cross :  in  all  his  temptations,  in  all  his  afflictions, 
and  in  all  the  mighty  works  which  he  did,  God  was 
with  him  :  "  his  arm  every  morning,  and  his  salva- 
tion every  night:"  God  was  also  the  friend  and  pro- 
tector of  them  that  stood  by  him  in  his  advemty. 
Christ  has  still  his  friends  in  the  earth,  "  for  they 
are  his  friends  who  do  whatsoever  he  commandeth 
them."  And  they  shall  be  with  him  in  his  king- 
dom and  glory. 

"  He  shall  reward  evil  unto  mine  enemies :  cut 
them  oflFin  thy  truth." 

The  enemies  of  God  and  the  enemies  of  Christ 
are  one.   Thus  in  the  139th  Psalm,  "  Do  not  I  hate 
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them,  0  Lord,  that  hate  thee  :  and  am  not  I  griev- 
ed with  them  that  rise  up  againet  thee  ?  1  hate  them 
with  perfect  hatred,  I  comit  them  mine  enomies." 
"  Evil  shall  come  upon  them,  saith  the  Lord."  Thoy 
shall  be  cut  ofif  out  of  the  land  of  the  living,  and 
shall  not  return  to  it. 


u 


I  will  freely  sacrifice  unto  thee  :  I  will  praise 
thy  name,  0  Lord ;  for  it  is  good." 


Christ  is  the  head  of  creation's  worshippers :  the 
leader  of  eternity's  praises  ;  and  this  is  the  sacrifice 
ever  acceptable  unto  God. 

"  For  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  all  trouble ; 
and  mine  eye  hath  seen  his  desire  (or  my 
desire)  upon  mine  enemies." 

To  perfect  faith,  the  future  is  present ;  therefore 
in  the  certainty  of  its  accomplisnment  he  beholds 
all  his  trouble  (as  now)  at  an  end ;  in  the  destruction 
of  all  enemies ;  until  then,  his  trouble  will  not  be 
past ;  but  faith  is  the  realization  of  things  not  yet 
done  or  accomplished. 


PSALM    LV. 

1.  Give  ear  to  my  prayer,  0  God ;  and  hide  not 
thyself  from  my  supplication. 

2.  Attend  imto  me,  and  hear  me :  I  monm  in  my 
complaint,  and  make  a  noise ; 

3.  Because  of  the  voice  of  the  enemy,  because  of 
the  oppression  of  the  wicked  :  for  they  cast  iniquity 
upon  me,  and  in  wrath  they  hate  me. 

4.  My  heart  is  sore  pained  within  me ;  and  the 
terrors  of  death  are  fallen  upon  me. 

5.  Fearfulness  and  trembling  are  come  upon  me, 
and  horror  hath  overwhelmed  me. 

6.  And  I  said,  0  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  I 
for  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest. 

7.  Lo,  then  would  I  wander  fer  ofl^  and  remain 
in  the  wilderness.     Selah. 

8.  I  would  hasten  my  escape  from  the  windy 
storm  and  tempest. 

9.  Destroy,  0  Lord,  and  divide  their  tongues : 
for  I  have  seen  violence  and  strife  in  the  city. 

10.  Day  and  night  they  go  about  it  upon  the 
walls  thereof:  mischief  also  and  sorrow  are  in  the 
midst  of  it. 

11.  Wickedness  is  in  the  midst  thereof;  deceit 
and  guile  depart  not  from  her  streets. 

12.  For  it  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  me ; 
then  I  could  have  borne  it :  neither  was  it  he  that 
hated  me  that  did  magnify  himself  against  me ;  then 
I  would  have  hid  myself  from  him  : 

13.  But  it  was  thou,  a  man  mine  equal,  my  guide, 
and  mine  acquaintance. 
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14.  We  took  sweet  coiinsel  together,  and  walked 
unto  the  house  of  God  in  company. 

15.  Let  death  seize  upon  them,  and  let  them  go 
down  q\iick  into  hell:  for  wickedness  is  in  their 
dwellings  and  among  them. 

16.  As  for  me,  I  will  call  upon  God ;  and  the 
Lord  shall  save  me. 

17.  Evening,  and  morning,  and  at  noon,  will  I 
pray,  and  cry  aloud ;  and  he  shall  hear  my  voice. 

18.  He  hath  delivered  my  soul  in  peace  from  the 
battle  that  was  against  me ;  for  there  were  many 
with  me. 

19.  God  shall  hear,  and  aiffict  them,  even  he  that 
abideth  of  old.  Selah.  Because  they  have  no 
changes,  therefore  they  fear  not  God. 

20.  He  hath  put  forth  his  hands  against  such  as 
be  at  peace  with  him  ;  he  hath  broken  his  covenant. 

21.  The  words  of  his  mouth  were  smoother  than 
butter,  but  war  was  in  his  heart :  liis  words  were 
softer  than  oil,  yet  were  they  drawn  swords. 

22.  Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
sustain  thee :  he  shall  never  suffer  the  righteous  to 
be  moved. 

23.  But  thou,  0  God,  shalt  bring  them  into  the 
pit  of  destruction  :  bloody  and  deceitftil  men  shall 
not  live  out  half  their  days ;  but  I  will  trust  in  thee. 

"  Give  ear  to  my  prayer,  0  God :  and  hide 
not  thyself  from  my  supplications." 

Prayer  is  not  prayer  unless  we  consciously  have 
the  ear  of  God ;  unless  we  are  persuaded  that 
"  Thou  God  hearest  me  1"  It  was  thus  witli  our 
great  pattern  ;  when  he  bent  the  knee,  and  opened 
his  month,  he  spake  into  the  ear  of  God  ;  for  tins 
Lu  was  nrg(Mit,  and  could  find  no  rest  without  it. 
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"**  Grive  ear  unto  my  prayer,  0  God."  This  is  true 
prayer  which  God  loves,  and  which  he  desires  from 
all  that  would  worship  him.  "  Then  shall  ye  find 
me,  when  ye  shall  search  for  me  with  all  your 
heart." 

^*  Attend  unto  me  and  hear  me ;  I  mourn  in  my 
complaint,  and  make  a  noise." 

Again  he  urges  the  attention  of  God :  he  wrestles 
with  God  in  strong  crying  and  tears :  he  brinj 
all  his  burdens  to  him ;  and  from  him  both  seel 
and  obtains  relief:  now  he  proceeds  to  tell  his 
burden :  "  I  mourn  in  my  complaint,  and  make  a 
noise. 

"  Because  of  the  voice  of  the  enemy :  because 
of  the  oppression  of  the  wicked." 

He  mourns  before  God,  and  cries  aloud  to  him  in 
bis  distress,  because  of  the  words  of  scorn  and  re- 

S roach  from  the  enemy,  and  which  were  to  him  as 
rawn  swords ;  **  he  fighting  daily  oppresseth  me :" 
he  was  oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  yet  to  man 
he  opened  not  his  mouth  :  but  patiently  endured,  as 
seeing  him  who  is  invisible. 

**  They  cast  iniquity  upon  me." 

All  who  are  far  from  God  drink  in  iniquity  as  the 
horse  drinketh  in  the  water  ;  but  to  the  soul  of  God's 
turtle  dove,  iniquity  was  loathsome,  even  as  the 
hutnan  body  is  loatnsome  in  an  advanced  state  of 
decomposition:  thus  he  speaks  of  their  casting  upon 
him  the  loathsome  thing  ;  that  thing  which  his  soul 
bateth,  and  on  accoimt  of  which  all  that  do  iniquity 
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shall  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  to  be  tormented 
day  and  night,  for  ever  and  ever. 


<« 


And  in  wrath  they  hate  me." 


As  an  instance  of  this  wrath  to  which  he  was 
daily  subjected,  see  the  4th  chapter  of  Luke,  16th 
and  following  verses.  Because  he  told  the  people 
some  unpalatable  truths,  (for  he  never  shrunk  from 
declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God)  they  were 
'^  filled  with  wratii,  and  rose  up,  and  thrust  nim  out 
of  the  city,  and  led  him  unto  the  brow  of  the  hiD, 
whereon  their  city  was  built,  that  they  might  cast 
him  down  headlong.  But  he  passing  through  the 
midst  of  them,  went  his  way."  Thus  they  nated 
him  and  his  Father. 

"  My  heart  is  sore  pained  within  me ;  and  the 
terrors  of  death  are  fallen  upon  me." 

"  Fearfulness  and  trembling  are  come  upon  me, 
and  horror  hath  overwhebned  me." 

Who  can  imderstand  the  deep  internal  suflfering 
of  the  Son  of  God  I  The  apostles  Paul  and  John 
perhaps  most  nearly  approached  to  a  fellowship 
with  nim  in  his  sufferings ;  but  to  us,  removed  so 
far  down  in  the  scale  of  real  godliness,  we  are 
totally  unable  to  comprehend  the  depth  of  that 
sorrow,  which  elicited  such  words :  the  utterances 
of  a  broken  heart,  meeting  hatred  every  where  for 
overpowering  love.  He  was  indeed  a  man  of  sor- 
rows ;  grief  was  his  constant  companion ;  and  the 
cause  of  this  intense  and  continuea  sorrow  was  the 
great  dishonour  which  God  suffered  in  his  person 
by  the  wickedness  of  men:  thus,  in  the  119th 
Psalm,  "  Rivers  oi  'wa\«t  xvoi  dawn  mine  eyes,  be- 
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cause  they  keep  not  thy  law;**  and  in  the  53rd 
verse,  "  Horror  nath  taken  hold  upon  me,  because 
of  the  wicked  that  forsake  thy  law."  His  whole 
heart  and  'soul  was  devoted  to  God :  it  was  his 
meat  and  his  drink  to  do  his  will ;  while  around 
him,  on  all  sides,  he  beheld  estrangement  and  alie- 
nation from  God.  The  purest  soul,  by  many  de- 
grees, that  ever  trod  the  earth,  surrounded  by 
ungodly  men  ;  men  of  impure  minds,  who  set  not 
God  before  them.  This  was  the  cause  of  his  all 
absorbing  grief,  an  oppression  so  great  as  to  weigh 
him  down  to  the  earth. 

"  And  I  said,  Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  I 
for  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest." 

"  Lo,  then  would  I  wander  far  off,  and  re- 
main in  the  wilderness." 

"  I  would  hasten  my  escape  from  the  windy 
storm  and  the  tempest." 

His  soul  was  weary,  because  of  transgressors : 
"  0  faithless  and  perverse  generation,  how  long 
shall  I  be  with  you  !  how  long  shall  I  suffer  you  I" 
He  came  down  from  a  region  of  perfect  purity, 
where  the  high  praises  of  God  from  the  mouths  of 
legions  of  angels,  fbeings  of  an  exalted  order,  great 
in  power  and  might)  continually  regaled  his  ears, 
to  a  world  filled  with  all  iniquity ;  to  whom  he  tes- 
tified, "  I  know  you  that  ye  have  not  the  love  of 
God  in  yon."  Is  it  any  wonder  that  he  should  long 
for  deliverance,  and  say,  "  How  many  are  the  days 
of  thy  servant  ?  when  wilt  thou  execute  judgment 
on  them  that  persecute  me?"    (Psalm  cxix.  84.) 

Oh,  that  I  haa  wings  like  a  dove  !  for  then  would 
I  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest."    Be  it  ever  rercv^Tofe^x^^^ 
that  Jesus  is  the  "  Lord  God  oi  tYie  \io\^  y^cs^^V^^ 
34 
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as  is  testified  in  the  close  of  the  Revelations ;  that  it 
is  he  who  in  times  past  spake  unto  the  fathers  hj 
the  prophets ;  and  accordingly  we  find  him  speaking 
to  them  also  in  similar  language,  of  the  grief 
which  he  endured  on  account  of  me  continued  ini- 

Suities  of  his  people.  Thus  in  the  prophecy  of 
eremiah,  after  denouncing  heavy  judgments  on 
them,  of  war,  and  famine,  and  pestilence,  he  adds, 
"  Behold  I  will  send  serpents,  cockatrices,  among 
you,  who  will  not  be  charmed,  and  they  diall  bite 
you,  saith  the  Lord."  Such  language  from  the 
ups  of  men  (if  they  had  the  power  to  bring  such 
calamities)  would  argue  vindictiveness ;  a  positive 
inclination  for,  and  secret  pleasure  in  the  infliction 
of  evil:  but  how  different  with  Christ,  *•  who  never 
afflicts  willingly,  nor  grieves  the  children  of  men  ;" 
and  who  by  the  mouth  of  Ezekiel  hath  testified, 
"  As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleasure 
in  the  death  of  the  wicked ;  but  that  the  wicked 
should  turn  from  liis  wickedness,  and  live."  Such 
are  the  meltings  of  his  heart;  even  when  his  right- 
eousness demands  and  cannot  dispense  with  ven- 
geance. In  the  8th  chapter  of  Jeremiah,  18th  verse, 
he  thus  speaks,  after  denouncing  dreadful  judg- 
ments upon  his  people,  "  When  I  would  comfort 
myself  against  sorrow,  my  heart  is  faint  in  me. 
Behold  the  voice  of  the  cry  of  the  daughter  of  my 
people  because  of  them  that  dwell  in  a  far  country : 
(t.e.  because  of  the  enemy  he  would  send  upon  them 
to  lay  their  land  desolate.)  Is  not  the  Lord  in 
Zion  f  Is  not  her  King  in  her  ?  (to  have  shielded 
and  protected  them.)  Why  have  they  provoked 
me  to  anger  with  their  graven  images,  and  vnth 
strange  vanities  ?  (so  as  to  compel  me  to  bring  all 
these  evils  upon  them  I)  The  harvest  is  past,  the 
fiummer  is  ended,   and   we    (identifying  himself 
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with  the  ruin  of  his  people,  *  for  in  all  their  affliction 
he  was  afflicted')  are  not  saved."  "  For  the  hiurt 
of  the  daughter  of  my  people  am  I  hurt ;  I  am 
black;  astonishment  hath  taken  hold  on  me.  Is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is  there  no  physician 
there  ?  (Am  not  I  a  God  at  hand  mighty  to  save, 
and  to  deliver,  and  to  restore  life  and  health  unto 
their  souls  t)  Why  then  is  not  the  health  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people  recovered  ?"     The  Lord 

§oes  on  further  to  use  words  much  resembling 
lose  of  this  Psalm,  clearly  shewing  the  identity  of 
the  speaker ;  for  he  who  spake  on  earth  as  man, 
spake  from  heaven,  through  the  prophets,  in  the 
generations  that  went  before;  and  is  the  same, 
yesterday,  to-day,  and^for  ever.  "  Oh  that  my  head 
were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears, 
that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of 
the  daughter  of  my  people  1  Oh  that  I  had  in  the 
wilderness  a  lodging  place  of  wayfaring  men,  that 
I  might  leave  my  people,  and  go  from  them  !  for 
they  be  all  adulterers,  an  assembly  of  treacherous 
men."  "  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Be- 
hold, I  will  melt  them,  and  try  them :  for  how  shall 
I  do  for  the  daughter  of  my  people  f  Thus  He 
pleads  and  remonstrates  witn  his  people  ;  shewing 
them  why  the  showers  had  been  withholden  from 
them,  and  there  had  been  no  latter  rain ;  and  en- 
treats them  to  return,  promising  that,  if  from  this 
time  they  would  cry  unto  him,  "  My  Father,  thou 
art  the  guide  of  my  youth,"  he  would  no  longer 
continue  his  anger  against  them,  "Return  thou 
backnaliding  Israel,  saith  the  Lord ;  and  I  wQl  not 
cause  mine  anger  to  fall  upon  you  ;  for  I  am  mer- 
ciful, saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  keep  anger  for 
ever ;  only  acknowledge  thine  iniquity,  that  thou 
hast  transgressed  against  the  Lord  thy  God;  in 
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that  ye  have  not  obeyed  my  voice,  saiih  the  Lord. 
Turn,  0  back-sliding  children,  saith  the  Lord :  for 
I  am  married  unto  you ;  and  I  will  take  yon  one  of 
a  city,  and  two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring  yon  to 
Zion."  But  neither  entreaties  nor  rebukes  availed. 
They  would  not  hearken  nor  incline  their  ear, 
but  nardened  their  neck ;  and  did  worse  than  their 
fathers.  Wherefore  he  said,  "This  is  a  nation 
that  obeyeth  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their  God, 
nor  receiveth  correction ;  truth  is  perished  and  is 
cut  off  from  their  mouth.  Therefore  will  I  scatter 
them,  as  the  stubble  that  passeth  away  by  the  wind 
of  the  wilderness.  This  is  thy  lot,  the  portion  of 
thy  measures  from  me,  saith  the  Lord,  because  thou 
hast  forgotten  me,  and  trusted  in  falsehood  ;  woe 
unto  thee,  O  Jerusalem  1  wilt  thou  not  be  made 
clean  t  when  shall  it  once  be  1"  And  again,  "  0 
Jerusalem,  wash  thine  heart  from  wickedness,  that 
thou  mayest  be  saved:  how  long  shall  thy  vain 
thoughts  lod^e  witliin  thee?"  It  was  the  same 
voice  which  m  after  ages  spake  from  the  mount 
overlooking  the  beloved  city,  "  0  Jerusalem,  Jeru- 
salem, thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and  stonest 
them  which  are  sent  unto  thee  ;  now  often  would  I 
have  gathered  thy  children  together,  as  a  hen  doth 
gather  her  brood  beneath  her  wings,  but  ye  would 
not :  behold  your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate ; 
for,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  yo  sliaU  not  see  me 
henceforth  until  that  day  (the  day  of  his  coming 
again  with  great  power  and  glory)  when  ye  shall 
say.  Blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord."  (Psalm  cxviii.  20.)  He  did  at  last  take  his 
departure  from  them,  and  with  wings  far  swifter 
than  the  wings  of  a  dove,  returned  to  his  place 
until  the  time  come,  when  they  shall  acknowledge 
their  offence,  and  seek  his  face.    (Hosea  v.   15.) 
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When  that  time  does  at  len^h  arrive,  he  wiD  come 
again,  and  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel.  "  The 
times  of  refreshing  shall  come  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord :"  "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that 
day,  that  the  moimtains  shall  drop  down  new  wine, 
and  the  hills  shall  flow  with  milk ;  and  all  the  rivers 
of  Judah  shall  flow  with  waters.  Judah  shall  dwell 
for  ever,  and  Jerusalem  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration." (Joel  iii.  26.)  In  that  day  the  Lord  will 
turn  their  mourning  into  joy,  and  will  comfort  them^ 
and  make  them  rejoice  from  their  sorrow.  Their 
Boul  shall  be  as  a  watered  garden ;  and  they  shall 
not  sorrow  any  more  at  alL"  (J  eremiah  xxxi.  12, 13.) 


« 


Destroy,  O  Lord,  and  divide  their  tongues." 


The  dresser  of  the  vinevard,  intercedes  for  the 
unfruitful  tree  onljr  for  a  tune  ;  if  it  continue  bar- 
ren, then  his  voice  is  "  Let  it  be  cut  down." 
When  he  says,  "  Destroy,  0  Lord,  and  divide  their 
tongues,"  the  time  is  up  ;  "I  gave  them  space  for 
repentance,^  and  they  repented  not." 

"  I  have  seen  violence  and  strife  in  the  citv." 
"  Day  and  night  they  go  about  it  upon  the 

walls  thereof;  mischief  also  and  sorrow 

are  in  the  midst  of  it." 
•*  Wickedness  is  in  the  midst  thereof :  deceit 

and  guile  depart  not  from  her  streets." 

The  causes  which  demand  destiniction  on  the 
heads  of  men,  are  for  violence,  and  strife,  for  mis- 
chief occasioning  sorrow,  for  aU  manner  of  wicked- 
^es8,  deceit,  and  guile,  *'  for  all  these  things  do  I 
hate,  saith  the  Lord." 
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"  It  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  me ; 
then  I  could  have  borne  it ;  neither  was  it 
he  that  hated  me,  that  did  magnify  him- 
self against  me ;  then  I  would  have  hid 
myself  from  him." 

'*  But  it  was  thou,  a  man  mine  equal,  my  guide, 
and  mine  acquaintance." 

"  We  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and  walked 
unto  the  house  of  God  m  company.'* 

These  three  verses  seem  to  be  interpolated,  as  if 
they  had  no  necessary  connexion  with  the  Psalm ; 
yet,  doubtless,  there  is  a  meaning  in  their  being 
placed  here.  The  person  now  addressed  is  Judas 
Iscariot,  who  went  about  with  Jesus  in  all  his 
jounieyings,  fled  with  him  in  his  persecutions,  con- 
tinued with  him  iu  his  temptations,  was  witness  of 
his  miracles,  healings,  raising  of  the  dead,  walking 
on  the  sea,  multiplying  the  loaves  and  fishes  from 
units  into  hundreds  and  thousands ;  an  apparently 
patieut  and  devout  listeuer  to  all  his  divine  teach- 
mgs ;  always  seen  with  him  as  a  daily  and  hourly 
associate,  and  ever  ready  to  receive  into  the  bag 
which  he  canned  for  the  common  good  of  the  Lord 
and  his  apostles,  the  almsgivings  of  all  such  as 
voluntarily  ministered  to  him  of  their  substance. 
This  man,  who  did  eat  of  his  bread,  did  lift  up  his 
heel  against  him,  "  for  he  was  guide  to  them  that 
took  Jesus;"  but  he  speedily  went  to  his  own 
place :  a  place  where  it  may  truly  be  said,  of  all 
who  go  tnither,  as  it  was  said  of  Judas,  "  It  were 
better  for  that  man,  that  he  had  not  been  boni." 

"  Let  death  seize  upon  them,  and  let  them  go 
down  quick  into  hell ;  for  wickedness  is 
in  their  dwellings  and  among  them." 
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Death,  either  by  slow  and  pining  sickness,  or  by 
some  one  of  the  many  diseases  which  suddenly  call 
men  oflF  the  stage,  or  by  some  calamitous  event, 
which  in  a  moment  terminates  life ;  death,  at  the 
bidding  of  him  who  hath  the  power  of  death,  seizes 
upon  them,  and  they  go  down  quick  into  hell ;  into 
the  place  of  darkness  and  desolation ;  there  to  ru- 
minate over  the  mis-spent  past,  with  awful  fore- 
bodings of  the  future  ;  a  **  fearful  looking  for  of 
judgment  and  fiery  indignation,  which  shalldevour 
the  adversaries."  All  this  will  come  on  every  man, 
in  whose  house  wickedness  dwells ;  and  what  is 
wickedness  ?  Neglect  of  God.  The  judgment  of 
God  and  the  judgment  of  men  are  widely  different 
as  to  the  meaning  of  this  word.  With  men,  it  ap- 
plies to  notorious  drunkards,  whoremongers,  men 
of  very  dissolute  lives,  who  recklessly  squander  their 
property  to  the  neglect  of  their  families'  interests ; 
men  of  infidel  or  atheistic  principles,  wlio  scoff  at 
every  thing  sacred :  men  dishonourable  in  their 
dealings,  wno  pay  no  regard  to  truth.  All  these  are 
wicked  in  Goas  sight ;  but  so  also  are  the  steady, 
sober,  persevering,  industrious  men,  who  lead  quiet 
and  peaceable  lives,  and  look  well  to  their  families' 
interests,  but  all  the  while  live  without  God,  and 
are  dead  to  him. 

"  As  for  me,  I  will  call  upon  God ;  and  the 
Lord  shall  save  me." 

It  is  the  voice  of  his  Beloved,  and  is  written  for 
our  example ;  "  Whosoever  shall  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  saved."  But  how  shall 
they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  T 
God  must  be  known  before  he  can  be  worshipped  : 
all  who  do  know  him  love  him  and  worship  nim  : 
they  *'  call  upon  God,  and  the  Lord  shall  save  them.'* 
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^*  Evening,  morning,  and  at  noon  will  I  pray, 
and  cry  aloud;  and  he  shall  hear  my 
voice." 

It  is  recorded  of  Daniel  (vi.  10)  that  he  kneeled 
upon  his  knees  three  times  a<Uty,  and  prayed,  and 

gave  thanks,  and  made  supplications  before  his 
rpd :  but  of  all  men  the  Man  of  sorrows  abounded 
in  prayer,  for  he  set  God  always  before  him ;  "  mine 
eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord ;  for  he  shall  pluck 
my  feet  out  of  the  net."  '*  Seven  times  a-day  do  I 
praise  thee,  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments." 
"  I  cried  with  my  whole  heart ;  hear  me,  O  Lord, 
I  will  keep  thy  statutes.  I  cried  imto  thee,  save 
me,  and  I  shall  keep  thy  testimonies.  I  prevented 
the  dawning  of  the  morning,  and  cried ;  1  hoped 
in  thy  word."  Tims  prayer  was  his  element; 
he  spent  whole  inghts  m  prayer ;  he  rose  up  a 
great  while  before  day,  that  he  might  pour  out  his 
soul  unto  God  :  hie  prayore  also  were  urgent ;  they 
were  fervent  «iip[)lication8,  "  \vith  strong  crying  and 
tears,  unto  liirri  that  was  able  to  save  hun  from 
death,  and  was  heard  in  that  he  feared." 

*'  He  hath  delivered  my  soul  in  peace  from  the 
battle  that  was  against  me." 

Through  God  he  overcame  all  his  enemies,  the 
devil,  the  world,  sin,  death,  and  hell;  it  was  a 
mighty  conflict,  but  oiur  Lord  Jesus  came  off  vic- 
torious ;  "  for  he  through  the  eternal  spirit  presented 
himself  without  spot  mito  God."  It  ended  in  peace, 
when  he  said,  "  It  is  finiished  I  Father,  into  thy 
hands  I  commend  my  spirit."  Now  the  conflict  is 
past,  and  "he  hath  spoiled  principalities,  and  powers, 
and  made  a  shew  of  them,  openly,  triumphing  over 
them  in  it." 
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"  For  there  were  many  with  me/' 

He  does  not  here  allude  to  his  few  disciples,  but 
to  the  hosts  of  heaven,  who  all  were  present  with 
him,  witnesses  of  his  mighty  undertaking,  and 
ministering  to  his  necessities.  He  was  compassed 
about  with  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,  lookuig  on 
with  most  intense  interest,  until  he  had  finished  the 
great  woit,  which  the  Father  had  given  him  to  do. 

"  God  shall  hear,  and  afflict  them,  even  he 
that  abideth  of  old." 

He  that  abideth  of  old  is  the  Almighty,  whose 
goings  forth  have  been  of  old,  even  from  ever- 
lasting :  He  hath  said  concerning  his  Son,  "  I  will 
beat  down  his  foes  before  his  face,  and  plague 
them  that  hate  him." 


Because  they  have  no   changes,  therefore 
thy  fear  not  God." 


The  wicked  man  goes  on  still  in  his  wickedness ; 
he  will  not  turn  from  his  evil  way ;  "  he  has  no 
changes,  therefore  he  fears  not  God." 


(( 


He  hath  put  forth  his  hands  against  such  as 
be  at  peace  with  him ;  he  hath  broken 
the  covenant." 


"  Hateful  and  hating  one  another."  This  is  the 
character  of  all  who  live  far  from  God :  this  evil 
disposition  is  manifested  not  to  his  enemies  only,  but 
also  to  friends,  ''he  puts  forth  his  hands,  and  useth  his 
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tongue  against  such  as  are  at  peace  with  him  :  he 
hesitates  not,  to  break  his  promises  or  agreements, 
when  by  doing  so  he  can  increase  his  gain%  or 
promote  his  own  interest. 

**  The  words  of  his  mouth  are  smoother  than 
butter,  but  war  is  in  his  heart :  his  words 
are  softer  than  oil,  yet  are  they  drawn 
swords." 

Deceit  and  guile  are  imiversal :  "  simplicity  and 
godly  sincerity"  are  rare.  Every  man  speaks  well 
to  liis  neighbour  to  his  face,  but  opens  his  mouth 
in  slander  behind  his  back. 


»i 


Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
sustain  thee ;  he  shall  never  suflfer  the 
righteous  to  be  moved." 


It  is  impossible  for  a  christian  to  bear  Christ's 
binrden,  and  also  to  bear  his  own  burden ;  he  must 
first  cast  his  own  burden  upon  Christ,  and  then  he 
will  be  in  a  position  to  take  Christ's  burden  upon 
himself.  Wliatever  binrdens  oppress  and  weigh  us 
down,  let  us  cast  them  on  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
remove  them :  let  us  commit  all  to  him,  and  fear 
not ;  for  he  careth  for  us,  and  will  shew  himself 
mighty  in  the  behalf  of  all  that  trust  hi  him  :  **  our 
fathers  trusted  in  him,  and  he  delivered  them ;  they 
cried  unto  him,  and  were  delivered  ;  they  trustea 
in  him,  and  were  not  confounded." 

"But  thou,  0  God,  wilt  bring  them  down  into 
the  pit  of  destruction." 
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"  The  wicked  shaD  be  turned  into  heU ;  even  all 
the  nations  that  forget  God."  Hell  will  open  her 
mouth  wide,  and  all  their  multitude  shall  descend 
into  it.  "  They  shall  go  into  the  lower  parts  of  the 
earth,"  where  light  never  enters,  and  where  God 
has  forgotten  to  be  gracious ;  the  pit  of  destniction, 
into  which  all  who  are  brought  aown  are  lost  for 
ever. 

"  Bloody  and  deceitful  men  shall  not  live  out 
half  their  days." 


"  Mark  the  perfect,  and  behold  the  upright  for  the 
end  of  that  man  is  peace  I"  Mark  the  man  of  blood, 
whose  heart  is  fuU  of  hate,  whose  angry  passions 
are  not  under  control  :  also  the  deceitful,  who 
speak  peace  with  their  mouth,  and  flatter  with 
their  tongue,  while  war  is  in  their  hearts;  they 
shall  not  hve  out  half  their  days.  "  He  that  being 
often  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  suddenly 
be  cut  oflF,  and  that  without  remedy." 

"  But  I  will  trust  in  thee." 

"  He  who  sanctifieth,  and  they  who  are  sanctfied, 
are  all  of  one  ;  for  which  cause  he  is  not  ashamed 
to  call  them  brethren,  saying,  I  will  declare  thy 
name  unto  my  brethren  :  m  the  midst  of  the  church 
will  I  sing  praise  imto  thee."  And  again,  "  I  will 
put  my  tnist  in  him ;"  and  again,  "  Behold  I,  and 
the  children  which  God  hath  given  me."  And 
again,  '*  Bind  up  the  testimony  and  seal  the  law 
among  my  disciples :  and  I  will  wait  upon  the 
Lord  that  hideth  his  face  from  the  house  of  Jacob, 
and  I  will  look  for  him."  Thus  Jesus  was  in  all 
things  made  like  unto  his  brethren :  his  whole  life 
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was  one  of  continual  dependence  on  God  :  to 
whom  he  here  says,  *'  But  I  wiD  trust  in  thee \^ 
God  was  his  stay,  and  his  strength  continually; 
as  appears  in  the  18th  Psalm,  ''  I  will  love  thee, 
O  Lord,  my  strength."  "  The  Lord  is  my  rock, 
and  my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer ;  my  God,  my 
strength,  in  whom  I  wul  trust ;  my  buckler,  an^ 
the  horn  of  my  salvation,  and  my  hi^  tower.*^ 
And  again,  "  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  strength,  who 
teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  and  my  fingers  to  fight  ^ 
my  goodness,  and  my  fortress:  my  high  tower, 
and  my  deliverer ;  my  shield,  and  he  in  whom  I 
trust ;  who  subdueth  my  people  under  me^" 


PSALM    LVI. 

1.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  0  God ;  for  man  would 
rewallow  me  up  :  he  fighting  daily  oppresseth  me. 

2.  Mine  'enemies  would  daily  swallow  me  up : 
for  they  be  many  that  fight  against  me,  0  thou 
Most  EQgh« 

3.  What  time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  trust  in  thee. 

4.  In  God  I  will  praise  his  word :  in  God  I  have 
put  my  trust ;  I  will  not  fear  what  flesh  can  do  unto 
me. 

5.  Eveiy  day  they  wrest  my  words :  all  their 
thoughts  are  against  me  for  evil. 

6.  They  gather  themselves  together,  they  hide 
themselves,  they  mark  my  steps,  when  they  wait 
for  my  soul. 

7.  Shall  they  escape  by  iniquity?  in  thine  anger 
cast  down  the  people,  0  God. 

8.  Thou  tellest  my  wanderings :  put  thou  my 
tears  into  Ory  bottle  :  are  they  not  in  thj^  book  I 

9.  When  1  cry  unto  thee,  tnen  shall  mme  enemies 
turn  back :  this  I  know ;  for  God  is  for  me. 

10.  In  God  will  I  praise  his  word ;  in  the  Lord 
will  I  praise  his  word. 

11.  In  God  have  I  put  my  trust:  I  will  not  be 
afraid  what  man  can  ao  unto  me. 

12.  Thy  vows  are  upon  me,  0  God  :  I  will  ren- 
der praises  unto  thee. 

13.  For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  death : 
wilt  not  thou  deliver  my  feet  from  falling,  that  I 
xnay  walk  before  God  in  the  light  of  the  living  ? 
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"  Be  merciful  unto  me,  0  God ;  for  man  would 

swallow  me  up  ;  he  fighting  daily  oppres- 

seth  me." 
"  Mine  enemies  would  daily  swallow  me  up : 

for  they  be  many  that  fight  against  me, 

0  thou  Most  High." 

The  tumult  of  those  that  rose  up  asainst  him  in- 
creased continually.  For  his  love,  tiaey  were  his 
enemies,  and  often  would  have  swallowed  him  up, 
by  taking  away  his  life,  but  could  not,  because  hu 
hour  was  not  yet  come.  They  fought  against  him 
without  a  cause  ;  swords  were  in  their  hps ;  every 
day  they  wrested  his  words;  all  their  thoughts 
were  against  him  for  evil ;  he  was  oppressed,  and 
his  soul  was  cast  down,  but  his  relief  was  in  God, 
and  unto  him  he  committed  his  cause. 

"  What  time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  trust  in  thee." 
"  In  God  I  will  praise  his  word :  in  God  I  have 

put  my  trust ;  I  will  not  fear  what  flesh 

can  do  unto  me." 

"He  was  as  a  man  without  strength ;"  he  had  no 
friends  who  could  stand  by  him,  and  contend  for 
him ;  on  the  first  onset  they  all  forsook  him  and 
fled :  neither  was  his  kingdom  of  this  world,  there- 
fore he  had  no  servants  to  fight  for  him.  As  far  as 
men  could  discern,  he  was  sunply  an  unaided  man, 
going  about  among  thousands,  yea,  millions  of  his 
coimtrymen,  testifying,  unflinchingly,  and  fearlessly, 
unpalatable,  unrelishable  truths,  condemnatoiy  of 
all ;  as  he  saith  himself,  "  The  world  cannot  hate 
you,  but  me  it  hateth,  because  I  testily  of  it,  that 
the  works  thereof  are  evil."  But  there  was  an  Al- 
mighty aid  ever  at  hand,  although  not  cognizant  by 
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the  world,  even  that  God  whom  he  knew,  and  with 
whom  he  had  been  conversant,  before  the  world  was, 
and  from  whom  he  descended,  that  he  might  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.  In  liira  he  trusted ;  his  word 
was  his  praise,  and  his  unceasing  delight.  This  was 
the  secret  of  his  great  boldness,  although  a  solitary 
sheep  in  the  midst  of  ravenous  wolves.  "  In  God 
have  I  put  my  trust,  I  will  not  fear  what  flesh  can 
do  imto  me." 

"  Every  day  they  wrest  my  words :  all  their 
thoughts  are  against  me  for  eviL" 

To  wrest  one's  words,  is  to  put  false  constructions 
upon  them ;  to  make  them  say  what  their  obvious 
meaning  never  intended.  His  words  are  still 
wrested  by  all  who  impose  meanings  on  the  sacred 
scriptures,  which  by  their  natural  sense  are  inad- 
missable :  how  many  Aithinkingly  thus  sin  against 
God :  but  he  will  not  on  that  account  hold  them 
guiltless ;  as  the  apostle  writes,  "  they  who  are  un- 
learned and  unstable,  wrest  the  scriptures  to  their 
own  destruction." 

"  They  gather  themselves  together,  they  hide 
tnemselves,  they  mark  my  steps,  when 
they  lay  wait  for  my  souL" 

How  often  did  they  secretly  consult  and  plan, 
how  they  might  accomplish  his  ruin  f  his  continued 
fife  in  the  midst  of  such  enemies  was  itself  a  miracle ; 
lie  used  no  means  of  self  defence ;  there  he  was  a 
simple,  harmless,  inoffensive  man,  with  none  about 
him  to  protect  or  defend  him :  but  the  Lord  was 
his  defence,  and  the  God  of  Israel  his  shield. 
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"Shall  they  escape  by  iniquity t  In  thine 
anger  cast  down  the  people,  0  God.** 

Christ  does  not  intercede  for  the  wicked,  •'  their 
drink  oflFerings  of  blood  will  I  not  oflFer,  nor  take  up 
their  names  into  my  lips."  K  he  intercedes  at  aU, 
it  is  for  a  given  prolongation  of  space  or  time  for 
repentance  ;  which,  when  completed,  and  men  are 
stul  with  imchanged  character,  then  the  arrow  fipom 
God  s  quiver  is  shot  forth,  and  they  are  cut  oflF. 
None  who  continue  in  iniquity  need  hope  to  escape 
the  wrath  of  God.  In  his  anger  he  will  cast  them 
down  into  destruction. 

"  Thou  tellest  my  wanderings :  put  my  tears 
into  thy  bottle :  are  they  not  in  thy 
book?" 

Jesus  was  a  homeless  wanderer.  Joseph,  his 
reputed  father  was  dead ;  his  brethren  did  not  be- 
lieve in  him ;  even  his  mother  had  not  then  a 
home,  for  he  commended  her  on  the  cross  to  the 
care  of  a  disciple,  that  she  might  abide  with  him : 
the  Son  oi  man  never  could  say,  "  I  sit  imder  my 
own  roof,  have  a  bed,  and  a  pillow  whereon  to  rest 
my  head :"  for  he  had  no  home  ;  he  left  it  in  hea- 
ven, and  should  not  find  it  xmtil  he  returned  thither. 
There  is  only  one  striking  resemblance  to  Christ, 
in  this  respect,  among  the  fathers ;  even  "  Elijah 
the  Tishbite,  who  was  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gilead." 
From  the  day  of  his  first  appearance  as  a  pro- 

Ehet,  imtil  the  day  that  he  was  carried  up  to 
eaven  in  a  whirlwind,  he  was  a  houseless  wan- 
derer, except  for  three-and-a-half  years,  where  he 
found  refuge  in  the  house  of  a  poor  widow  woman, 
and  had  a  loft  for  his  sleeping  place ;  all  the  rest 
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of  his  time,  the  azure  canopy  was  his  covering ; 
some  cleft  in  the  rock  his  bed ;  and  the  hard  stones 
his  pillow.  Our  Lord  had  no  settled  place  of 
abode :  when  the  people  would  solicit  him  to  re- 
main, he  would  say,  "  i  must  preach  the  kingdom 
of  God  to  other  cities  also,  for  therefore  am  I  sent." 
But  God  marked  all  his  wanderings,  and  was  ever 
with  him,  his  present  help  in  every  time  of  need. 
His  tears  were  precious  to  God,  were  put  into  his 
bottle,  and  were  written  in  his  book  ;  for  God  has 
a  book  of  remembrance  written  before  him  for 
them  that  fear  him,  and  think  upon  his  name. 
"  And  they  shall  be  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts 
in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels."  (Mai. 
iii.  16.) 

"  When  I  cry  unto  thee,  then  shall  mine  enemies 

turn  back :  this  I  know ;  for  God  is  for 

me. 
"  In  God  will  I  praise  his  word  :  in  the  Lord 

will  I  praise  his  word." 
"  Li  God  have  I  put  my  trust ;  I  will  not  be 

afraid  what  man  can  do  unto  me." 

The  day  for  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  be  turned 
back  is  not  yet ;  for  the  time  to  favour  Zion  is  not 
yet.  These  two  are  simultaneous ;  He  sitteth  on 
his  right  hand,  expecting  until  his  enemies  be  made 
his  footstool.  But  when  he  shall  cry  unto  the  Fa- 
ther, then  the  overthrow  will  begin.  He  shall  go 
forth  as  a  mighty  man,  and  as  a  man  of  war  "  con- 
quering, and  to  conquer." 

"  Thy  vows  are  upon  me,  0  God  :  I  will  ren- 
der praises  unto  thee." 
35 
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"  For  thou  haat  delivered  my  bouI  from  death  ; 
thou  wilt  also  deliver  my  feet  from  falling, 
that  I  may  walk  before  God  in  the  light 
of  the  Uving." 

These  are  the  words  of  Christ  afker  his  enemies 
are  subdued  unto  him ;  when  he  sitteth  upon  the 
throne  of  his  holiness.  Then  he  will  vow  unto  the 
Lord  his  God,  and  God  will  hear  his  vows ;  as  it  is 
written  in  the  61st  Psalm,  "  For  thou,  0  God,  hast 
heard  my  vows,  thou  hast  given  me  the  heritage 
of  those  that  fear  thy  name.  Thou  wilt  prolong 
the  king's  life,  and  his  years  as  many  generations. 
He  shall  abide  before  God  for  ever."  He  who  de- 
livered him  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  and  made 
him  thus  the  first  bom  among  many  bretlu-en,  he 
will  guard  and  defend  him  as  the  apple  of  his  eye, 
that  he  may  walk  before  God  in  the  light  of  the 
Uving;  so  Avill  he  render  praises  unto  God,  and 
vn\l  daily  pcrfonn  his  vows.  It  seems  strange  to 
have  thus  to  write  of  him,  who  is  himself  over  aU, 
God  blessed  for  ever ;  but  it  cannot  be  too  fre- 
quently remembered,  in  order  to  the  proper  under- 
standing of  the  Psalms,  that  the  Son  has  consented 
to  a  subordinate  place,  even  to  be  the  servant  of 
God,  and  that,  not  for  a  fixed  or  definite  period, 
but  for  ever  and  ever.  It  is  the  permanent,  the 
eternally  established  arrangement,  that  Christ  should 
be  a  High  Priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chizedek. 


PSALM    L  VI  I. 

1.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  0  God,  be  merciful  unto 
me  ;  for  my  soul  trusteth  in  thee  :  yea,  in  the  sha- 
dow of  thy  wings  will  I  make  my  refuge,  until 
these  calamities  be  overpast. 

2.  I  will  crv  unto  God  most  high ;  imto  God 
that  performeth  all  things  for  me. 

3.  He  shall  send  from  heaven,  and  save  me  from 
the  reproach  of  him  that  would  swallow  me  up. 
Selah.  God  shall  send  forth  his  mercy  and  his  trum. 

4.  My  soul  is  among  lions ;  and  I  lie  even  among 
them  that  are  set  on  fire,  even  the  sons  of  men, 
whose  teeth  are  spears  and  arrows,  and  their 
tongue  a  sharp  sword. 

5.  Be  thou  exalted,  0  God,  above  the  heavens ; 
let  thy  gloiy  be  above  all  the  earth. 

6.  They  have  prepared  a  net  for  my  steps ;  my 
fioul  is  bowed  down :  they  have  digged  a  pit  before 
me,  into  the  midst  whereof  they  are  fallen  them- 
selves.    Selah. 

7.  My  heart  is  fixed,  0  God,  my  heart  is  fixed  ; 
I  will  sing  and  give  praise. 

8.  Awake  up,  my  glory ;  awake,  psaltery  and 
harp  :  I  myself  will  awake  early. 

9.  I  will  praise  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  people ; 
I  will  sing  imto  thee  among  the  nations : 

10.  For  thy  mercy  is  great  unto  the  heavens, 
And  thy  truth  imto  tne  clouds. 

11.  Be  thou  exalted,  0  God,  above  the  heavens : 
let  thy  glory  be  above  all  the  earth. 
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Be  merciful  unto  me,  0  God,  be  merciful 
mito  me  ;  for  my  soul  trusteth  in  thee." 


Mercy  is  goodness  to  the  unworthy.  Christ  was 
the  second  Adam,  and  on  his  head  was  concentrate 
ed  all  our  guilt.  It  was  not  a  fictitious  imputation 
of  our  sin  which  was  laid  to  his  charge,  but  a 
reality ;  therefore  ho  entreats  that  God  should  be 
merciful  xmto  him,  and  wherefore?  Because  his 
soul  trusted  in  him :  his  whole  life  was  one  of  con- 
tinual trust  or  dependence  ;  he  was  always  leaning 
on  God  for  all  things :  all  his  miraculous  acts  were 
done,  not  by  him  but  by  the  Father,  in  whom  he 
trusted  :  thus,  on  the  occasion  of  his  greatest  mira- 
cle, the  raising  of  Lazarus : — "  Father,  I  thank 
thee,  that  thou  nas  heard  me,  and  I  knew  that  thou 
hearest  me  always."  Thus  shewing,  that,  (although 
inaudibly)  he  always  asked  (and  having  asked  con- 
fided in)  God  in  all  his  miraculous  works  :  *'  many 
good  works  have  I  shown  you  from  my  Father :" 
not  shewn  you  from  myself,  but  from  my  Father. 

t 

**  Yea,  in  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  make 
my  refuge,  until  these  calamities  be  over- 
past." 

Not  only  doth  my  soul  trust  in  thee,  but  I  will 
take  up  my  abode,  and  make  the  covert  of  thy 
wings  my  refuge,  until  the  calamities  be  overpast." 
From  the  day  that  Adam  sinned,  it  has  been  a 
time  of  calamity ;  sin  and  sorrow  have  been  blended 
together,  for  man  is  born  to  trouble,  as  the  sparks 
fly  upward :  but  there  is  **  a  good  time  coming," 
when  calamities  ^vill  be  no  more.  When  the  Lord 
comes  again,  and  hath  purged  the  earth  bv  the 
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destructiou  of  the  Tracked,  then  will  he  finish  trans- 
greaeion,  make  an  end  of  sin,  and  bring  in  ever- 
lasting righteousness ;  then  the  calamities  will  be 
overpast.  "  The  former  troubles  shall  be  forgotten, 
and  shall  not  come  into  mind,  saith  the  Lord." 
(Isaiah  Ixv.  14). 


i( 


I  will  cry  unto  God  Most  High ;  unto  God 
who  performeth  all  things  for  me." 


Blessed  is  the  man  whose  dependence  on  God 
extends  to  all  the  minute  affairs  of  life,  as  "  He  who 
performeth  all  things  for  him."  God  would  have 
us  to  be  in  continual  intercom^e  -with  himself:  to 
be  referring  to  him  for  guidance  and  direction  ni 
every  matter,  and  to  see  his  hand  in  every  event. 

"  He  shall  send  from  heaven,  and  save  me  from 
the  reproach  of  him  that  would  swallow 
me  up;  God  shall  send  forth  his  mercy 
and  his  truth." 

In  the  preceding  Psalm,  our  Lord  refers  to  the 
men  who  sought  his  life ;  he  was  oppressed  by  the 
imceasing  "  contradiction  of  sinners  against  him- 
Belf ;"  but  God  did  send  from  heaven,  and  did  save 
him  in  a  way  they  never  expected,  even  by  raising 
him  up  out  of  death,  and  for  ever  placing  him  be- 
yond their  reach,  as  he  said,  **  Whither  I  go,  ye 
cannot  come."  By  his  resurrection  also  did  God 
send  forth  his  mercy  and  truth :  these  holy  attri- 
butes apparently  irreconcileable,  now  were  sweetly 
blended  ;  for  **  mercy  and  truth  were  met  together : 
righteousness  and  peace  embraced  each  other : 


» 
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because  truth  had  sprung  out  of  the  earthy  there- 
fore righteousness  looked  down  from  heaven.  To 
bring  these  sacred  attributes  into  eternal  amity 
and  unison  had  cost  the  Creator  real  labour  and 
suffering :  whereas  the  worlds  were  filmed  by  his 
word ;  he  spake,  and  it  was  done,  he  commanded 
and  all  their  host  came  into  being.  But  this  greater 
work  than  creation,  bein^  accomplished,  God  can 
freely  pardon  sin,  and  stiU  be  the  God  of  truth  and 
of  righteousness.  "  Now  we  have  obtained  redemp- 
tion through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins  ac- 
cording to  the  riches  of  his  grace."  (See  Ephesiaiis^ 
chapter  i.  verse  7). 

**  My  soul  is  among  Kons;  I  lie  even  among  them 
that  are  set  on  fire,  even  the  sens  of  men, 
whose  teeth  are  speare  and  arrows,  and 
their  tongue  a  shai-p  sword." 

In  the  17th  Psalm,  he  compares  the  wicked  who 
oppressed  him  to  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey, 
and  to  a  youiig  lion  lurking  in  secret  places ;  and 
in  the  22nd  Psalm,  "they  gaped  upon  me  with 
their  mouths,  as  a  ravening  and  a  roaring  lion." 
It  was  not  so  nmch  their  actions,  as  their  cruel 
words,  which  so  often  stung  him  to  the  quick.  He, 
the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  had  come  down  from 
his  high  and  holy  place,  to  be  the  friend  and  the 
brother  of  man  :  he  loved  them  with  a  great  love, 
and  for  his  love  they  were  his  enemies  ;  their  teeth 
were  spears  and  arrows,  and  their  tongue  a  sharp 
sword. 

'*  Be  thou  exalted,  0  God,  above  the  heavens ; 
let  thy  glory  be  above  all  the  earth.'' 
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There  is  here  no  apparent  connexion  vnih  the 
words  going  before,  and  yet  there  is  a  connexion  ; 
his  soul  is  cast  down ;  he  does  not  seek  relief  by 
casting  out  of  mind  his  troubles ;  but  his  relief  and 
solace  are  found  in  contemplating  Him  who  alone 
is  excellent,  and  after  whom  he  continually  panted. 
"  Be  thou  exalted.  0  God,  above  the  heavens  ;  and 
let  thy  glory  be  above  all  the  earth."  Again  his 
attention  reverts  to  the  cause  of  his  grief,  to  the 
wicked  who  oppressed  him,  and  he  says, 

"  They  have  prepared  a  net  for  my  steps." 

They  did  as  their  forefathers  had  done  to  Jere- 
miah the  prophet,  (Jeremiah  x\aii.  18)  **  Come,  and 
let  us  devise  devices  against  Jeremiah  ;  for  the  law 
ehaU  not  perish  from  the  priest,  nor  coimsel  from 
the  wise,  nor  the  word  from  the  prophet ;  come, 
and  let  us  smite  him  with  the  tongue,  and  let  us 
not  give  heed  to  any  of  his  words."  Thus  to  Christ 
they  recompensed  evil  for  good,  and  digged  a  pit 
for  his  soul ;  therefore  he  says, 

"  My  soul  is  bowed  down ;  they  have  digged 

a  pit  before  me,  into  the  midst  whereof 

they  are  fallen  themselves." 
"  My  heart  is  fixed,  0  God,  my  heart  is  fixed  ; 

I  will  sing  and  give  praise." 
*'  Awake  up,  my  glorjr ;  awake  psalteiy,  and 

harp  ;  I  myself  will  awake  early." 

His  was  no  divided  heart ;  he  had  not  one  eye 
for  God,  and  the  other  for  the  world  ;  his  eye  was 
Bingle,  his  whole  heart  and  soul  were  devoted  to 


552  WHOM  HAVE  I  IN  HEAVEN  BUT  THEE. 

God;  in  him  he  beheld  supreme  excellence;  God 
was  to  him  the  most  glorious  of  all  objects ;  every 
pulsation  of  his  heart  beat  only  for  him.  As  he 
saith  in  another  Psalm,  "  whom  nave  I  in  heaven 
but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire 
besides  thee."  (Psalm  Ixxiii.  25).  This  supreme  af- 
fection of  the  Son  to  the  Father  will  be  endless. 
Now  seated  at  his  right  hand,  the  high  praises  of 
God  are  continually  in  his  mouth ;  but  as  yet  the 
full  development  of  the  glorious  purpose  is  unac- 
complished :  when  he  appears,  then  the  morning 
of  an  endless  day  will  commence  ;  and  it  is  to  this 
morning  he  alludes  in  the  8th.  and  also  in  the  9th 
verse. 

"  I  Avill  praiR(?  thee,  0  Lord,  among  the  people  ; 
1  will  sing  imto  thee  among  the  nations." 

Tlo  will  sing  Tiiito  God  among  the  nations,  when 
ho  shall  come  to  Ik*  the  governor  among  the  nations, 
and  the  great  High  Pnest  over  the  house  of  God. 
lie  will  lead  the  worshi])  in  all  the  assemblies  of  the 
saintij^ ;  and.  Oh  what  a  leader  I  God  Avill  then  be 
worthily  praised,  when  the  hallelujahs  of  countless 
millions  shall  ascend  up  before  Him:  headed  m  him 
and  by  him,  in  whom  awelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the 
godhead  bodily. 

**  For  thy  mercy  is  great  unto  the  heavens, 
and  thy  truth  unto  the  clouds." 

"  Be  thou  exalted.  0  God,  above  the  heavens  ; 
let  thv  iilorv  be  above  all  the  earth." 

What  has  not  God  done  to  open  up  a  channel 
for  the  outflowing  of  his  mercy  ?     To  accomplish 
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thiy.  ha  ser.t  his  Beloved  into  the  world,  who,  after 
a  life  of  deepest  trial  and  siifferiug,  at  length  opened 
the  way  for  the  full  benevolence  of  God's  heart  to 
flow  out  to  the  unworthy !  Truly  his  mercy  is 
great  unto  the  heavens ;  Avhile  his  truth  continues 
mpregnable  as  his  own  existence  ;  both  attributes 
of  Jehovah  are  exalted  very  high ;  therefore  let  our 
response  also  be  the  same  as  our  divine  leader, 
**  Be  thou  exalted.  0  God,  above  the  heavens ;  let 
thy  glory  be  above  all  the  earth." 
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"  Do  ye  indeed  speak  righteousness,  O  con- 
gregation '?  do  ye  judge  uprightly,  O  ye 
sons  of  men  f 

God  looks  down  from  heaven  upon  the  congre- 
gations; upon  the  gathered  assembUes;  he  hearkens- 
and  hears,  but  they  speak  not  aright.  They  teach 
for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men,  and  make^ 
void  his  word  by  their  traditions.  The  nations 
make  laws,  but  without  reference  to  Him  by  Avhom 
alone  kings  should  reign,  and  princes  decree  justice. 
The  congregations  do  not  speak  righteousness  in 
his  sight ;  neither  are  the  laws  of  the  legislators  up- 
right before  him. 


Yea,  in  heart  ye  work  wickedness ;  ye  weigh 
the  violence  of  your  hands  in  the  earth."^ 


God  looketh  at  the  heart,  and  his  judgment  of 
the  children  of  men  is,  that  in  heart  they  work 
wickedness :  their  thoughts  are  evil  and  corrupt ; 
and  as  the  tree  is  so  will  be  its  fruit.  "  A  corrupt  tre& 
cannot  bring  foi-th  good  fruit,"  neither  can  they 
w^hose  hearts  are  evil  and  impure  do  good  ;  "  they 
weigh  the  violence  of  their  hands  in  the  earth.'* 
As  it  was  in  the  antedeluvian  age,  "  the  earth  was 
corrupt  before  God ;  and  the  eartii  was  filled  with 
violence,"  so  it  is  now ;  violence  covereth  all  lands, 
Avasting  and  destniction  are  in  their  borders. 

"  The  wicked  are  estranged  from  the  womb  : 

they  go  astray  as  soon  as  they  be  bom, 

speaking  lies.'' 
"  Their  poison  is  like  the  poison  of  a  sei'pent : 

they  are  like  the  deaf  adder  that  stoppeth 

her  ear." 
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"  Which  will  not  hearken  to  the  voice  of  char- 
mers, charming  never  so  wisely." 

All  are  estranged  from  God :  alienated  from  the 
womb :  how  early  does  this  appear  in  the  disincli- 
nation to  hear  about  Godt  Children  even,  will 
talk  on  any  matter  rather  than  about  God  :  his 
name,  "  we  never  mention  it ;"  if  at  any  time  we  do 
see  beauty  in  the  works  of  his  hands,  any  reference 
to  Him  the  maker,  the  author  of  all  that  is  beauti- 
ful is  unwelcome  ;'  because  the  heart  is  estranged 
from  God,  and  has  no  pleasure  in  thinking  of  lum. 
The  poison  of  a  Korpent  is  deadly,  so  are  the  ways 
of  evil  moil ;  they  strengthen  the  hands  of  those 
who  arc  more  wicked  than  themselves:  thus  the 
one  hardens  the  other,  and  they  again  others ;  all 
go  on  ill  their  wickedness,  until  the  word  of  judg- 
ment goes  foi-th,  "  Cut  them  down  f  then  a  great 
ransom  cannot  deliver.  *'  They  are  like  the  deaf 
adder,  which  will  not  be  chaniied."  They  have 
become  dull  of  hearing  ;  the  gi*acious  inviting 
voice  of  God,  they  liear  not.  When  he  calls  tht^y 
will  not  ansAver ;  Avhen  he  speaks  they  will  not 
hear,  but  still  go  on  doing  evil,  before  his  ey^s.  and 
choosing  that  in  which  he  delighteth  not.  (Isaiah 
Ixv.  12.)  Yea,  they  have  chosen  their  own  ways, 
and  their  soul  delighteth  in  their  abominations.  I 
also  will  choose  theu*  delusion,  and  will  bring  their 
fears  upon  them.     (Isaiah  Ixvi.  3.) 

"  Break  their  teeth,  0  God,  in  their  mouth : 
break  out  the  great  teeth  of  the  young 
lions,  0  Lord." 

"  Let  them  melt  away  as  waters  wliich  nin 
continually :  when  they  bend  their  Ik)W,  t<» 
shoot  their  arrows,  let  them  be  as  cut  in 
pieces." 
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*'  As  a  snail  which  melteth,  let  every  one  of 
them  pass  away ;  like  the  untimely  birth 
of  a  woman,  that  they  may  not  see  the 
sun." 

Remember  who  it  is  that  is  uttering  this  prayer, 
and  is  imprecating  doom  upon  the  workers  of  ini- 
quity 1  and  that  in  so  praying,  he  is  but  giving  ex- 
pression to  God's  own  mind  and  purpose.  Alas, 
now  tiTie  it  is,  that  "  many  sorrows  shall  be  to  the 
wicked ;"  (and  all  are  wicked  who  love  not  God, 
and  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways.)  God 
will  break  their  teeth  in  their  mouth :  God  will 
despise  and  destroy  their  image  :  as  waters  which 
melt  away  and  run  continually,  so  shall  every  one 
of  them  pass  away!  But  to  whence?  To  the 
lower  parts  of  the  earth,  to  the  horrible  pit,  the  pit 
of  destruction,  where  they  shall  never  see  light ; 
"  a  land  of  darkness  as  darkneas  iteelf ;  and  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  without  any  order,  and  where 
the  light  is  as  darkness."    (Job  x.  22.) 

"  Before  your  pots  can  feel  the  thorns,  he  shall 
take  them  away  as  with  a  whirlwind,  both 
living,  and  in  his  wrath." 

This  refers  to  the  suddenness  of  the  stroke ; 
"  God  will  shoot  at  them  with  an  arrow,  suddenly 
ahall  they  be  wounded."  Before  your  pots,  when 
put  upon  the  fire,  (even  the  qiiicK  fire  of  thorns) 
can  have  received  the  heat,  so  aa  to  make  the 
water  to  boil ;  thus  speedily  when  the  hour  arrives 
for  doom,  shall  it  be  executed :  he  will  take  them 
away  from  among  the  living  as  with  a  whirlwind. 
In  his  wrath  he  will  take  them  away;  and  that  wrath 
will  remain  on  them  for  ever.   "  Now  consider  this, 
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ye  that  forget  God,  lest  (in  a  moment)  he  tear  yon 
in  pieces,  and  tliere  be  none  to  deliver." 

"  The  righteous  shall  rejoice  when  he  seeth 
the  vengeance  ;  he  shall  wash  his  feet  in  the 
blood  of  the  wicked." 

"  So  that  a  man  shall  say,  Verily  there  is  a  re- 
ward for  the  righteous ;  verily  he  is  Gvd 
who  judgeth  in  the  earth." 

When  the  awful  vials  of  wrath  are  poured  out 
upon  the  earth,  (the  heaviest  of  God's  judgments, 
which  are  to  come  in  the  close  of  this  dispensation) 
all  the  angels  of  God,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect,  will  unite  in  adoration  and  thanks- 

fiving  to  God,  and  will  say,  "  Even  so.  Lord  God 
Imighty,  true  and  righteous  are  thy  judgments." 
Even  now  there  is  a  quiet  process  of  judgment  go- 
ing on  in  all  lands,  which  the  righteous  compre- 
hend ;  but  which  others  do  not  perceive  ;  "  for  his 
judgments  are  far  above  out  of  their  sight."  Those 
wlio  follow  after  God,  and  do  know  his  ways,  they 
SCO  and  understand  his  present  judgments ;  and 
while  others  are  attributing  their  calamity  to  casu- 
alty, to  infection,  to  predisposition  from  habit  of  body 
or  constitution,  or  to  any  other  of  the  many  reasons 
assigned  to  themselves  and  to  each  other,  to  hide 
the  truth  from  their  eyes,  the  people  who  know 
their  God,  quite  understand  that  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  hath  done  this,  and  say,  "  Verily,  there  is  a  re- 
ward for  the  righteous ;  verily,  lie  is  God  who  judgeth 
in  (all)  the  earth." 


PSALM    LIX. 

1.  Deliver  me  from  mine  enemies,  0  my  God; 
defend  me  from  them  that  rise  up  against  me. 

2.  Deliver  me  from  the  workers  of  iniquity,  and 
save  me  from  bloody  men. 

3.  For,  lo,  they  lie  in  wait  for  my  soul :  the 
mighty  are  gathered  against  me ;  not  for  my  trans- 
gression, nor  for  my  sin,  0  Lord. 

4.  They  nm  ana  prepare  themselves  without  my 
fault :  awake  to  help  me,  and  behold. 

5.  Thou  therefore,  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  the  God 
of  Israel,  awake  to  visit  all  the  heathen :  be  not 
merciful  to  any  wicked  transgressors.     Selah. 

6.  They  return  at  evening :  they  make  a  noiso 
like  a  dog,  and  go  round  about  the  city. 

7.  Behold,  they  belch  out  with  their  mouth : 
swords  are  in  their  lips :  for  who,  say  they,  doth 
hear? 

8.  But  thou,  0  Lord  shalt  lau^h  at  them ;  thou 
shalt  have  all  the  heathen  in  derision. 

9.  Because  of  his  strength  will  I  wait  upon  thee ; 
for  God  is  my  defence. 

10  The  God  of  my  mercy  shall  prevent  me : 
God  shall  let  me  see  my  desire  upon  mine  enemies, 

11.  Slay  them  not,  lest  my  people  forget :  scatter 
them  by  thy  power ;  and  bring  them  down,  0  Lord, 
our  shield. 

12.  For  the  sin  of  their  mouth  and  the  words  of 
their  lips  let  them  even  be  taken  in  their  pride ;  and 
for  cursing  and  lying  which  they  speak. 
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13.  ConHume  them  in  wrath,  cousume  them,  that 
they  may  not  be ;  and  let  them  know  that  God 
ruleth  in  Jacob  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.     Selah. 

14.  And  at  evening  let  them  retmn  ;  and  let 
them  make  a  noise  like  a  dog,  and  go  round  about 
tbe<sity'. 

15.  Let  them  wander  up  and  down  for  meat, 
and  grudge  if  they  be  not  satisfied. 

16.  But  I  will  sing  of  thy  power ;  yea,  I  will 
sing  aloud  of  thy  mercy  in  the  morning :  for  thou 
hast  been  my  defence  and  refuge  in  the  day  of  my 
trouble. 

17.  Unto  thee,  0  my  strength,  will  I  sing;  for 
God  is  my  defence,  and  the  God  of  my  mercy. 

"  Deliver  me  from  mine  enemies,  0  God  :  de- 
fend me  from  them  that  rise  up  against 
me. 

"  Deliver  me  from  the  workers  of  iniquity : 
save  me  from  the  bloody  men.'* 

He  cried  to  be  delivered  from  his  enemies ;  and 
this  cry  had  ultimate  reference  to  the  time,  when 
all  enemies  shall  be  put  under  his  feet ;  which  as  yet 
they  are  not,  for  thus  hath  God  said  unto  him,  "  Sit 
thou  on  my  right  hand  until  I  make  thine  enemies 
thy  footstool."  When  that  time  comes,  he  will 
pronounce  for  doom,  "  Depart  from  me,  all  ye 
workers  of  iniquity  :"  but  now  he  prays  for  deliver- 
ance from  them ;  that  he  may  be  saved  from  the 
bloody  men  :  men  of  hatred  are  bloody  men  ;  for 
"  he  that  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer  f '  this 
description  is  true  of  all :  is  universal  in  its  applica- 
tion, through  all  grades  of  society,  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor  together :  "  hatefid  ana  hating  one 
another :"  for  how  can  it  be  otherwise ;  love  is  of 
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God,  and  there  is  no  love  in  any  heart,  until  God 
has  found  a  place  there ;  then  love  takes  the  place 
of  hate ;  the  heart-  of  man  is  not  a  vacuum,  it  is 
either  the  channel  of  love  or  hatred  ;  if  of  love,  it 
is  God's  own  love,  "  for  love  is  of  (and  proceeds 
from)  God  :"  but  if  of  hatred,  it  is  of  the  essence  of 
murder  or  blood  :  all  are  bloody  men  in  God's 
siffht,  whose  hearts  have  not  been  turned  to  him. 
This  is  truth,  whether  men  will  receive,  or  reject 
it. 

"  For,  lo,  they  lie  in  wait  for  my  life ;  the 
mighty  are  gathered  against  me ;  not  for 
my  transgression,  nor  for  my  sin,  0  Lord." 

"  They  run  and  prepare  themselves  without 
my  fault ;  (i.  e.  from  no  faidt  of  mine) 
awake  to  help  me,  and  behold." 

How  often  did  they  lay  wait  for  his  life  t  from 
almost  the  commencement  of  his  pubUc  mmistry, 
or  manifestation  to  Israel :  and  toward  the  close  of 
it  he  could  no  more  appear  openly,  but  preached  the 
gospel  in  desert  places,  where  many  came  to  him, 
saying,  "  John  indeed  did  no  miracle,  but  all  thin^ 
which  John  spake  of  this  man  were  true."  He  did 
a  world  of  good  among  the  people,  *'  for  he  healed 
all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all  manner  of  disease  :'* 
he  was  a  moving  hospital  for  all  invalids :  but  with 
this  mighty  diflFerence,  that  he  sent  all  forth  recover 
edy  and  that  not  by  slow  degrees,  but  instantane- 
ouly :  he  came,  as  it  were,  with  his  hands  full  of 
blessings.  Love  beamed  forth  from  his  eyes:  to 
do  good  to  all  was  his  perpetual  object ;  and  the 
cry  for  help  never  came  to  nim  in  vain.  One  would 
suppose  that  such  a  living  phenomenon  would  have 
been  every  where  hailed  as  the  benefactor  of  man- 
36 
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kind ;  and  such  he  would  have  been,  had  he  been 
hileiit  and  not  testified  for  God.     It  was  from  his 
bearing  testimony  to  the  light,  }rea,  being  himself 
the  light  of  the  world,  that  the  children  of  darkness 
hated  him.    The  hatred' they  bore  him  went  under 
specious  names ;  but  the  real  cause  was  ttie  light ; 
for  "  the  darkness  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh 
to  the  light  lest  its  deeds  should  be  reproved." 
From  the  beginning  of  the  world  this  has  oeen  the 
cause  of  the  controversy  between  men  and  their 
Maker.     They  are  unholy,  He  is  holy ;  they  love 
evil.  He  loves  good :  a  vast  and  impassable  gulph 
separated  them ;  but  God  has  bridged  over  that 
gulph  by  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  unholy  by 
retiu'ning  to  him  might  be  holy,  and  the  evil,  good  : 
but  disregarding  and  disbelieving  all  consequences, 
they  refuse  to  retmm ;   and  him  whom  God  had 
sent  as  his  mouth  to  speak  to  them,  they  not  only 
would  not  listen  to,  but  hated  on  accoiuit  of  his 
message ;   and  thus  he  complains,  saying,  "  The 
mi;^hty  are   gatliered  against  me  ;    not  for   my 
transgression,  nor  for  my  sin,  0  Lord."     I  have 
done  no  evil  to  them,  but  have  sought  their  good 
continually,  yet  they  run  and  prepare  themselves 
for  my  destruction,  without  any  cause  of  ofience 
on  my  part.     Oh,  thou  God  of  tnith,  to  thee  do  I 
commit  my  cause,  "  Awake  to  help  me,  and  be- 
hold." 


**  Thou  therefore,  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  the 
God  of  Israel ;  awake  to  visit  all  the  hea- 
then; be  not  merciful  to  any  wicked 
transgressors." 

Say  not,  it  was  the  Pharisees  and  SadducccB 
who  thus  wickedly  resisted  the  Lord  of  glory,  and 


SWORDS  ARE  IN  THEIR  LIPS.  563 

refused  his  grace  ;  they  were  but  exponents  of  all 
flesh  ;  they  only  did  what  all  mankind,  placed  as 
they  were,  would  have  done ;  and  thus  the  Lord 
charges  the  guilt  on  all  the  heathen,  and  desires 
of  God  their  destruction.  Could  any  words  be 
more  solemn!  He  invokes  the  most  High,  that 
destruction  may  come  on  all  the  heathen,  and  that 
mercy  may  not  be  shewn  to  any  wicked  transgres- 
sors. 

"  They  return  at  evening,  they  make  a  noise 
like  a  dog,  and  go  round  about  the  city.'* 

"  Behold,  they  belch  out  with  their  mouth  : 
swords  are  in  their  lips :  who,  say  they, 
doth  hear  !" 

"  Man  goeth  forth  to  his  work,  and  to  his  labour 
imtil  the  evening ;"  then  they  return,  and  being 
idle,  and  not  setting  God  before  them,  they  talk 
heedlessly,  enter  into  foolish  arguments,  and  dis- 
cussions, "  make  a  noise  like  a  dog ;"  they  differ, 
they  debate,  they  bark  and  quarrel,  and  it  may 
be,  "  go  round  about  the  city  :"  wandering  as  busy 
bodies  from  house  to  house,  idly  talking  of  things 
of  no  profit,  but  to  the  subverting  of  the  hearers. 
Like  Balaam,  when  he  dealt  reiterated  strokes  on  the 
back  of  his  poor  ass,  but  knew  not  that  the  angel  of 
the  covenant  was  looking  upon  him ;  so  do  these 
belch  "  out  with  their  mouths ;  and  swords  (or  bitter 
words  which  are  as  swords)  are  in  their  lips  :  who, 
say  they,  doth  hear  ?"  "  As  for  God,  he  liideth  his 
face,  he  will  never  see  it." 

*'  But  thou,  0  Lord,  shalt  laugh  at  them  ;  thou 
shalt  have  all  the  heathen  in  derision." 
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How  dreadful  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  call 
down  the  derisive  laugh,  the  eye  of  contempt  from 
the  great  God  1  who,  "  after  he  hath  killed  the  body, 
hath  power  to  cast  both  soul  and  body  into  hell !" 
Yet  on  the  day  of  the  actual  appearing  of  Christ, 
ibis  will  be  the  case  with  nullions  assembled  on  the 
great  plain  of  Esdraelon ;  met  together  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  testing  their  strength  and  power 
of  arms  against  the  Almighty ;  when  tnev  shall  with 
one  mouth  say,  concerning  Jehovah  and  his  anoin- 
ted, "  Let  us  break  their  bands  asunder,  and  cast 
away  their  cords  from  us."  Let  us  by  one  grand 
and  combined  eflFort  free  ourselves  for  ever  from 
the  control  and  government  of  God,  and  let  us 
seize  on  the  inheritance,  (the  earth)  and  have  it  in 
perpetual  possession.  "  He  that  sitteth  in  the  hea- 
vens shall  laugh  :  the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  de- 
rision :  then  shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  liis  wrath, 
and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure." 

"  Because  of  thy  strength  will  I  wait  on  thee  : 
for  God  is  my  defence." 

In  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength ; 
strength  available  to  any  extent  to  all  who  ask ; 
**  for,  if  ye  had  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard  see<i, 
ye  might  say  to  this  mountain.  Be  thou  removed, 
and  be  thou  cast  into  the  sea,  and  it  should  be  done." 
There  need  be  no  limits  to  our  requests,  if  first, 
God  himself  be  the  dehght  of  our  hearts.  Have 
faith  that  he  is  strong,  and  that  he  is  willing  to 
communicate  to  you  out  of  the  fulness  that  is  in 
himself. 

"  The  God  of  my  mercy  shaU  prevent  me : 
God  shall  let  me  see  my  desire  upon  mine 
enemies?' 
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**  Slay  them  not,  lest  my  people  forget :  scatter 
them  by  thy  power ;  bring  them  down, 
O  Lord  our  miield." 

**  For  the  ein  of  their  mouth,  and  the  words  of 
their  lips,  and  for  cursing  and  lying  which 
they  speak,  let  them  be  even  taken  in 
their  pride;^ 

"  Consume  them  in  wrath,  consume  them,  that 
they  may  not  be ;  that  men  may  know  that 
God  ruleth  in  Jacob  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth." 

The  God  of  my  mercy  will  prevent  me,  t.  e.  he 
wDl  anticipate  my  wishes,  and  I  shall  see  my  de- 
sire upon  mine  enemies.  Tliis  accords  with  many 
other  Psalms ;  thus  in  the  54th  Psalm,  verse  5,  "  He 
shaD  reward  evil  imto  mine  enemies :  cut  them  oft 
in  thy  truth ;"  and  again  in  the  40th  Psalm,  and 
14th  verse,  "  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  confounded 
together  that  seek  after  my  life  :  let  them  be  driven 
backward  and  put  to  confusion  that  wish  me  evil :" 
and  again  in  the  69th  Psalm,  **  Pour  out  thine  in- 
dignation upon  them,  and  let  thy  wrathful  anger 
take  hold  of  them.  Let  them  be  blotted  out  of  the 
book  of  the  living,  and  not  be  written  witli  the 
righteous  ;"  and  again,  •*  Let  hot  burning  coals  fall 
upon  them,  and  let  them  be  cast  into  deep  pits, 
that  they  rise  not  up  again."  Pages  might  be  filled 
with  similar  quotations,  all  proceeding  from  the 
same  lips,  even  the  mouth  of  the  holy  one  of  God  ! 
and  these  prayers  for  doom  are  in  exact  accordance 
with  the  terrible  judgments  which  are  actually  to 
come  on  aU  who  forget  God ;  and  niay  be  summed 
up  in  these  awful  words,  which  also  proceeded  from 
his  mouth,  "  He  sliall  gather  out  of  lus  kingdom  (i,e, 
the  eai-th,  which  is  to  be  his  kiugdouiioY  ^n^^S  ^ 


f>»)6  FOR  WITHOUT  ARE  DOGS. 

that  offend  and  do  iniquity,  and  shall  cast  them  in- 
to a  furnace  of  fire ;  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth."  Although  the  proud  heart  of 
man  may  revolt  at  such  feamd  proceedure  on  the 

Sart  of  the  Almightjr,  it  will  not  at  all  deter  him 
:om  accomplishing  his  declared  purpose  :  let  him 
rather  agree  with  his  great  and  terrible  adversary, 
whUe  he  is  in  the  way  with  him,  lest  at  any  time 
(m  an  hour  when  he  least  expects  it)  his  adversary 
deliver  him  to  the  Judge,  the  Judge  to  the  ofiicer, 
and  so  cast  him  into  that  dismal  prison,  out  of  which 
he  shall  never  come :  for  a  deot  will  then  be  in- 
curred, for  which  there  will  be  no  ransom,  and  be- 
cause it  can  never  be  paid,  there  will  be  no  release. 

"  Let  them  return  at  evening ;  and  let  them 
make  a  noise  like  a  dog,  and  go  round 
about  the  city." 

"  Let  them  wander  up  and  down  for  meat,  and 
grudge  if  they  be  not  satisfied." 

"  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments, 
that  they  may  have  riffht  to  the  tree  of  life,  and 
may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city.  For 
without  are  dogs,  and  sorcerers,  and  whoremongers, 
and  murderers,  and  idolaters,  and  whosoever  loveth 
and  maketh  a  lie."  (Rev.  xxii.  14). 

"  But  I  will  sing  of  thy  power ;  yea,  I  will  sing 
aloud  of  thy  mercy  iji  tiie  morning :  for 
thou  hast  been  my  defence  and  refuge  in 
the  day  of  my  trouble." 

"  Unto  thee,  0  my  strength,  will  I  sing :  for 
thou  art  my  defence,  and  the  God  of  my 
mercy.'' 
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It  ifi  very  precious  to  know  that  this  is  indeed  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God  pouring  forth  the  high 
praises  "  of  his  Father  and  our  Father,  of  his  God 
and  our  God."  The  morning  always  refers  to  the 
dawning  of  that  day  when  "  the  saints  shall  take 
the  kingdom,  and  possess  the  kingdom  for  ever, 
even  for  ever  and  ever."  (Daniel  vii.  18).  And  He 
the  king  of  saints  shaU  be  their  glorious  centre, 
and  the  conductor  of  their  unceasing  adprations. 
In  anticipation  of  this  great  consummation,  he  sings 
of  Jehovah's  power,  and  will  sing  aloud  of  his  mercy 
in  the  morning.  Since  the  fall  of  Adam  it  has  been 
night,  but  now  "  the  night  is  far  spent,  and  the  day 
is  at  hand ;"  blessed  are  they  that  look  for  the  mor- 
ning, as  the  watchman  in  the  dark  and  stonny 
night  longs  for  the  dawn. 


PSALM     L  X. 

1.  0  God,  thou  hast  ca«t  us  oflF,  thou  hast  scat- 
tered us,  thou  hast  been  displeased  ;  0  turn  thyself 
to  us  a^in. 

2.  Thou  hast  made  the  earth  to  tremble ;  thou 
hast  broken  it :  heal  the  breaches  thereof ;  for  it 
shaketh. 

3.  Thou  hast  shewed  thy  people  hard  things : 
thou  hast  made  us  to  drink  the  wine  of  astonishment. 

4.  Thou  hast  given  a  banner  to  them  that  fear 
thee,  that  it  may  l)e  displayed  because  of  the  truth. 
Selah. 

5.  That  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered,  save  ^vith 
thy  right  hand,  and  hear  me. 

0.  God  hath  spoken  in  his  holiness;  I  will  rejoice  : 
]  will  divide  Sliechem,  and  mete  out  the  vaUey  of 
Succoth. 

7.  Gilead  is  mine,  and  Manasseh  is  mine ;  Eph- 
raim  also  is  the  strength  of  mine  head  ;  Judah  is 
my  lawgiver ; 

8.  Moab  is  my  waehpot ;  over  Edom  \vill  I  cast 
my  shoe :  Philistia,  triumph  thou  because  of  me. 

9.  Who  will  bring  me  into  the  strong  city  t  who 
w^ill  lead  me  into  Edom  ? 

10.  Wilt  not  thou.  0  God,  which  hadst  cast  us 
off?  and  thou,  O  God.  which  didst  not  go  out  with 
our  armies  ? 

11.  Give  us  help  from  trouble:  for  vain  is  the 
help  of  man. 

12.  Througli  God  we  sh.ill  do  valiantly  :  for  he 
if  J8  f Jiat  shall  tread  doN^'w  our  enemies. 
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**  0  God,  thou  hast  oast  iis  oflF,  thon  hast 
scattered  us,  thou  hast  been  displeased; 
0  turn  thyself  to  us  again." 

It  is  the  King  of  Israel  pleading  with  God  for 
the  people  of  whom  he  is  the  head.  Thus  also 
Darnel  pi-ayed  unto  the  Lord  his  God  for  his  people; 
identifying  himself  writh  them  in  all  their  sins  :  "  We 
have  sinned,  and  have  committed  iniquity,  and  have 
done  wickedly."  Christ  is  the  leader,  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  people ;  he  represents  them,  he  as- 
sumes his  guilt  m  theira,  and  counts  their  suffeiings 
as  his  sufferings ;  "  for  in  all  their  affliction  he 
w^as  afflicted."  The  time  of  the  end  is  now  come ; 
Christ  is  upon  the  eve  of  rejoining  his  long  lost 
people ;  he  has  come  down  the  second  time,  and 
they  shall  welcome  him,  and  say,  "Blessed  is  he 
(the  King  of  Israel)  that  cometh  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord."  But  first  he  pleads  with  God,  that 
he  would  now  cease  from  his  displeasure,  turn 
again,  and  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel. 

"  Thou  hast  made  the  earth  to  tremble ;  thou 
hast  broken  it;  heal  the  breaches  thereof; 
for  it  shaketh." 

These  words  plainly  shew  that  the  Psalm  refers 
to  the  close  of  tliis  dispensation.  It  will  not  be  a 
partial  earthquake,  but  one  which  wiU  be  felt  over 
the  whole  eartTi,  and  by  which  the  cities  of  all 
nations  shall  be  overthrown.  It  is  fully  described 
in  the  24th  chapter  Isaiah,  where  it  is  said,  "  The 
earth  is  clean  dissolved,  the  earth  is  moved  exceed- 
ingly ;*^  for  thus  saith  the  Lord,  **  Yet  once  more,  I 
shake  not  the  earth  only,  but  also  heaven." 

"  Thou  hast  shewed  thy  people  hard  things  : 
thou  hast  made  us  to  dvink  \.W  xrai^  v:>^ 
a^^toxiisiiDient." 
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0  ye  GentileB,  understand  that  ye  are  not  the 
people  here  referred  to :  for  now  hath  the  Lord 
returned  to  his  ancient  race,  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel,  to  make,  with  them  an  everlasting  covenant, 
that  he  will  not  again  turn  away  from  them,  but 
will  be  their  God,  and  they  his  people,  throng  an 
endless  series  of  generations.  But  first  he  wm  not 
leave  them  wholly  unpunished,  for  they  shall  receive 
at  the  Lord's  hand  double  for  all  their  sins ;  then 
Jerusalem's  warfare  shall  be  accomplished,  and  her 
iniquity  shall  be  pardoned.  The  trials  of  Israel 
previous  to  his  final  deliverance  are  alluded  to  in 
many  parts  of  scripture ;  thus  in  the  66th  Psalm, 
verse  10,  "  Thou,  0  God,  hast  proved  us :  thou 
haist  tried  us,  as  silver  is  tried.  Thou  brought- 
est  us  into  the  net ;  thou  laidst  affliction  upon  our 
loins.  Thou  hast  caused  men  to  ride  over  our 
heads  :  we  went  through  fire  and  tln-ough  water ; 
but  thou  broughtest  us  out  into  a  wealthy  place." 
"  There  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  a  cup,  and  the 
wine  is  red ;  it  is  full  of  mixture  ;  and  he  poureth 
out  of  the  same :  but  the  dregs  thereof,  all  the 
wicked  of  the  earth  shall  wring  them  out,  and 
drink  them.'' 

"  Thou  hast  given  a  banner  to  them  that  fear 
thee,  that  it  may  be  displayed  because  of 
the  truth." 

The  scene  is  in  the  last  days,  the  time  of  the 
end,  the  time  of  Jacc^b's  trouble ;  but  he  shall  be 
delivered  out  of  it.  The  enemy  shall  come  in  a* 
a  flood,  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a 
standard  againt  him.  **  The  mnsomed  of  the  Lord 
(the  remnant  of  Jacob)  shall  return  nn<l  go  io  Zion 
with  songs,  and  everlasting  jny  upon  their  heudd  ;" 
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a  banner  shall  be  carried  at  their  head  and  the  in- 
scription upon  it  shall  be  ;  **  Thy  God  Reigneth." 
**  The  Lord  gave  the  word ;  great  was  the  com- 
pany of  those  that  published  it."  The  tidings  shall 
be  proclaimed  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  "  0  Zion 
that  bringest  good  tidings,  get  thee  up  into  the 
high  mountain  1  0  Jerusalem,  that  bringest  good 
tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice  with  strength  :  lift  it  up, 
be  not  afraid :  say  imto  the  cities  of  Judah,  behold 
your  God."  As  men  converse  with  men,  so  from 
this  time  shall  God  be  seen,  and  be  conversed  with 
as  a  man  with  his  friend :  even  God  manifest  in 
flesh ;  for  Christ  is  God  made  visible,  in  the  image 
or  Ukeness  of  man  :  for  man  was  the  archetype  of 
God,  made  in  that  image  or  form,  which  God  in 
the  fulness  of  time  assumed,  and  in  which  he  shall 
ever  dwell.  Thus  is  Christ  both  God  and  man. 
Worshipped  by  men  as  the  only  true  God ;  while 
he  as  man  is  the  eternal  worshipper  of  God.  The 
two  natin-es  in  one  person  ;  the  fulness  of  the  god- 
head, and  the  perfection  of  manhood. 

"  That  thy  beloved  may  be   delivered,   save 
with  thy  right  hand,  and  hear  me." 

The  person  speaking  in  the  Psalm  is  he  who  de- 
clares himself  to  be  the  beloved  of  God ;  as  the 
Father  himself  testified :  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son 
in  whom  I  am  well  plectsed :  hear  ye  him."  When 
the  beloved  of  the  Father  uttered  these  words, 
(or  rather  shall  utter  them,  for  it  is  future)  he  is 
about  to  conflict  with  the  hosts  of  Antichrist:  there- 
fore he  saith,  "  That  thy  beloved  may  be  delivered, 
save  with  thy  right  hand,  and  hear  me."  ^^^len  the 
great  conflict  is  past,  and  he  is  set  on  his  throne, 
he  proceeds  to  arrange,  and  to  order  his  kingdom  : 
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then  "  he  shall  choose  our  inheritance  for  us,  the 
excellency  of  Jacob  whom  he  lovecL'*  (Psabi 
xlv.  32.) 

"  God  hath  spoken  in  his  holiness ;" 

And  what  hath  God  spoken  ?     •*  Yet  have  I  set 
my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion.'* 

"  I  will  rejoice  :'' 

In  thy  salvation  how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice  :'* 
(Psalm  xxi.  11.) 

'*  I   wiD  divide    Shechoni,  and   nirte  out  the 

val](*y  of  Suceoth." 
'*  Gilead  is  mine,  and  Mannasseh  is  mine  ;  Eph- 

raim  also  iw  the  strength  of  mine  head ; 

Judali  is  my  law  giver/' 
**  Moab    is    my    washpot ;    over    Edom    >vill 

I  cast  out  my  shoe :  over  Philistia  ^vill  1 

triumph." 

He  sliall  divide  by  lot  tlie  land  for  inheritance, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  45th  chapter  of  Ezekiel :  and 
this  division  of  the  land  w'ill  be  permanent :  millions 
of  millions  of  years  being  past  will  find  the  divisions 
all  as  when  they  were  first  made.  See  Obadiah  17. 
"  Upon  Mount  Zion  shall  be  deliverance,  an^  there 
fihall  be  holiness;  and  the  house  of  Jacob  shall 
possess  their  possesions." 

"  Who  will  bring  me  into  the  strong  city  ?  who 

wnll  load  me  into  Edom  ?" 
**  Wilt  not  thou,  0  God,  who  hadst  cast  us  off? 

and  thou,   0  God.    wliirli  ili<lHt    not    g<> 

out  ^v\t\\  owT  w.Y\\\ic's  r 


t3IVE  US  HELP  FROM  TROUBLE.  573 

"  0  daughter  of  Babylon,  which  art  to  be  destroy- 
ed, happy  shall  he  be  that  rewardeth  thee,  as  thou 
'hast  served  us."  This  happiness  is  reserved  for  him 
whose  glittering  sword  shall  come  down  upon  the 
land  of  Iduinea,  and  upon  the  people  of  his  curse,, 
to  judgment."  "The  house  of  Jacob  shall  be  a 
fire,  and  the  house  of  Joseph  a  flame,  and  the 
house  of  Esau  for  stubble,  and  they  shall  kindle  in 
them,  and  devour  them  ;  and  there  shall  not  be 
any  remaining  of  the  house  of  Esau :  for  the  Lord 
hath  spoken  it.  And  they  of  the  south  shall  possess 
the  mount  of  Esau;  and  they  of  the  plam  the 
Philistines :  they  shall  possess  the  fields  of  Ephraim, 
and  the  fields  of  Samaria ;  and  Benjamin  shall  pos- 
sess Gilead."  "  And  the  kingdom  shall  be  the 
Lord's."  Obadiah  18. 

"  Give  us  help  from  trouble :  for  vain  is  the 

help  of  man." 
**  Through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly  ;  for  he 

it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies." 

"  The  righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth,  and 
delivereth  them  out  of  all  their  troubles."  The  Lord 
is  ever  nigh  unto  them  that  call  upon  him,  to  sup- 
ply all  their  needs,  and  to  guide  them  with  ms 
counsel.  "  In  that  day  his  arrow  shall  go  forth  as 
the  lightning :  the  Lord  God  shall  blow  the  tioun- 
pet,  and  shall  go  with  whirlwinds  of  the  south." 
**  The  Lord  their  God  shall  save  them  in  that  day, 
AS  the  flock  of  his  people."  Zechariah  xiv.  13, 


PSALM    L  X  I. 

1.  Hear  my  cry,  0  God ;  attend  unto  my  prayer, 

2.  From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto 
thee,  when  my  heart  Ib  overwhelmed :  lead  me  to 
the  Bock  that  is  higher  than  I. 

3.  For  thou  hast  been  a  shelter  tor  me,  and  a 
strong  tower  from  the  enemy. 

4.  1  will  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever  ;  I  will 
trust  in  tbe  covert  of  thy  wings.     Solah. 

5.  for  thou,  0  God,  hast  heard  my  vows :  thou 
hast  given  me  the  heritage  of  those  that  fear  thy 
name. 

{\  Thou  wilt  prolong  the  king's  life  ;  and  his 
years  as  manv  generations. 

7.  He  shall  abide  before  God  for  ever :  0  pre- 
pare mercy  and  truth,  which  may  preserve  him. 

8.  So  will  I  sing  praise  unto  thy  name  for  ever, 
that  1  may  daily  perform  my  vows. 

**  Hear  my   cry,    0   God ;    attend   unto   my 
prayer." 

Prayer  is  not  prayer  imless  we  know  that  God's 
ear  is  open,  for  **  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  be- 
lieve that  he  is."  Thus  in  all  his  prayers  who  is  oinr 
great  exemplar,  he  besought  God  that  he  would 
hear  his  cry,  and  that  he  would  attend  unto  his 
prayer. 

"  From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto 
thee,  when  my  heart  is  overwhelmed." 
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It  matters  not  where  we  are,  for  there  He  is.  If 
we  ascend  to  heaven,  he  is  there  :  if  we  go  down  to 
hell,  he  is  there  :  if  we  take  the  wings  of  the  mor- 
ning, and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  pai-ts,  even  there 
shall  his  hand  lead  ns,  and  his  right  hand  shall  hold 
US.  How  consoling  is  this  thought,  that  even  from 
the  end  of  the  earth  onr  God  is  alike  a  present  help 
in  every  lime  of  need. 

''  Lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I." 

This  high  rock  is  God ;  as  he  saith  in  the  follow- 
ing Psalm,  "  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation : 
he  is  my  defence ;  I  shaD  not  be  greatly  moved." 


For  thou  hast  been  a  shelter  for  me,  and  a 
strong  tower  from  the  enemy." 


He  says  in  the  18th  Psalm,  "  The  Lord  is  my 
rock,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer ;  my  God, 
my  strength  in  whom  I  will  trust;  my  buckler, 
and  the  horn  of  my  salvation,  and  my  high  tower." 
God  was  his  all  in  aD.  To  him,  as  to  all  his  follow- 
ers, "  The  name  of  God  is  a  high  tower ;  the  right- 
eous runneth  into  it  and  are  safe. 

**  I  will  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever :  I  will 
trust  in  the  covert  of  thy  wings.** 

God  has  but  one  tabernacle ;  even  the  new  Jeru- 
salem ;  which  will  come  down  from  God,  out  of 
heaven ;  as  described  in  the  last  chapter  of  the  Re- 
velation. It  is  the  house  not  maae  with  hands, 
eternal,  at  present,  in  the  heavens  (for  he  pre- 
pareth  his  throne  in  the  heavens)  and  to  be  re- 
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vealed  (or  disclosed,  or  unfolded  to  view  in  the 
eyes  of  all  nations)  at  the  appearing  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the  tabemacle  where  Christ 
will  dweU  for  ever,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple.  (Psalm 
xxvii.  4.)  It  is  the  nabitation  of  his  noliness ;  the 
place  of  his  throne ;  and  here  will  the  Son  abide 
for  ever :  although  that  throne  shall  not  remain  in  its 
present  locality,  but  shall  come  down,  and  be  incor- 
porated with  Mount  Zion,  the  holy  moimtain,  where 
nif*  rest  shall  be  for  e\^r :  for  "  The  Lord  dwelleth 
in  Zion."     (Joel  iii.  21.) 

"  For  thou,  0  God,  hast  heard  my  vows : 
Thou  hast  given  me  the  heritage  of  those 
that  fear  thy  name." 

As  the  former  Psalm  concluded  with  the  triumph 
of  Israel  over  all  enemies,  headed  by  the  great 
Commander,  so  this  Psalm  supposes  him  personally 
set  upon  his  throne.  Being  brought  into  the 
wealthy  place,  he  savs,  "  I  will  pay  thee  my  vows,'' 
(Psalm  Ixvi.  13.)  so  here  he  rejoices  that  God  has 
heard  his  vows,  and  "  given  him  the  kingdom,  and 
the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole 
heaven  ;"  for  this  is  the  heritage  of  those  that  fear 
thy  name,  as  it  is  written,  "  Blessed  are  the  meek, 
for  they  fiiiall  inherit  the  earth." 

"  Thou  wilt  prolong  the  King's  life ;  and  his 
years  to  many  (t.  e.  to  all)  generations." 

Tliis  is  God's  everlasting  King,  **  who  shall  reign 
over  the  house  of  Jacob  lor  ever,  and  of  his  king- 
dom there  shall  be  no  end." 
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He  shall  abide  before  God  for  ever :  0  pre- 
pare mercy  and  truth,  which  may  pre- 
serve him." 


"The  Lord  hath  sworn  and  will  not  repent, 
Thou  art  a  high  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order 
of  Melchizedek."  As  God's  high  priest,  he  will 
abide  for  ever:  "such  a  high  priest  became  us, 
who  is  holy,  harmless,  imdefiled,  separate  from  sin- 
ners, and  made  higher  than  the  heavens."  "  For  the 
law  maketh  men  high  priests  who  have  infirmity, 
but  the  word  of  the  oath,  which  was  since  the  law, 
maketh  the  Son  who  is  consecrated  for  evermore  :" 
and  being  so,  will  "  abide  before  God  for  ever :  0 

Erepare   mercy   and  truth,   which    may   preserve 
im." 

"  So  I  will  Ring  praise  unto  thy  name  for  ever, 
and  will  daily  perform  my  vows." 

The  times  referred  to  are  future;  when  all  things 
are  put  in  subjection  imder  Christ,  and  the  Son 
himself  is  subject  imto  him  who  put  all  things  under 
him.  Then  the  Son  will  sing,  "  praise  unto  the 
Father  for  ever,  and  will  daily  perform  his  vows." 
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1.  Truly  my  soul  waiteth  upon  God  :  from  liim 
Cometh  nly  salvation. 

2.  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation;  he  is 
my  defence ;  I  ehall  not  be  greatly  moved. 

3.  How  long  Avill  ye  imagine  mischief  against  a 
man  J  ye  shall  be  slain  all  of  you :  as  a  Dowing 
-wall  shall  ye  be,  and  aa  a  tottenng  fence. 

4.  They  only  consult  to  cast  liim  down  from  his 
excellency :  they  delight  in  lies  :  they  bless  with 
their  mouth,  but  they  ciu'se  inwardly.     Relah. 

5.  My  soul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  my 
exj)ectiition  is  from  him. 

6.  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation :  he  is 
my  defence ;  I  shall  not  be  moved. 

7.  In  God  is  my  siilvation  and  my  glory :  the 
rock  of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge,  is  in  God. 

8.  Trust  in  him  at  all  times ;  ye  people,  pour  out 
your  heart  before  him :  God  is  a  refuge  for  us. 
Belah. 

9.  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  ^^lnity,  and 
men  of  high  degi'ee  are  a  lie  :  to  be  laid  in  the  ba- 
lance, they  are  altogether  lighter  than  vanity. 

10.  Trust  not  in  oppresHion,  and  become  not 
vain  in  robbery :  if  riches  increase,  set  not  your 
heart  upon  them. 

11.  God  hath  spoken  once ;  twee  have  I  heard 
this ;  that  power  belongeth  unto  God. 

12.  Also  unto  thee,  0  Lord,  belongeth  mercy: 
for  thou  renderest  to  every  man  according  to  his 
"Work. 
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"  Truly  my  soul  waiteth  upon  God :  fiom  him 

Cometh  my  salvation." 
"  He  only  is  my  rock,  and  my  salvation  ;  he  is 

my  defence;  I  shall  not  be  greatly  moved." 

They  that  wait  on  God  shall  renew  their 
strength.  Jesus  waited  on  God  always,  and  there- 
fore he  was  always  strong :  strong  in  faith,  giving 
continual  glory  to  God.  From  God  his  salvation 
came ;  for  "  God  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and 
gave  him  glory,  that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be 
in  God."  God  was  his  rock  and  his  salvation. 
God  himself  was  his  salvati(m.  Heaven  would  not 
be  heaven  without  God.  It  is  the  infinite  fulness 
of  excellence  that  is  in  him  that  constitutes  the 
heaven  of  saints  and  angels,  and  also  of  the  Son. 

"  How  long  will  ye  imagine  mi.^chief  against  a 
man  i  ye  shall  be  slain  all  of  you  :  as  a 
bowing  wall  shall  ye  be,  and  as  a  tottering 
fence." 

All  who  openly  or  secretly  desire  evil  to  come 
upon  their  neighbour,  or  who  are  secretly  glad  at 
their  neighbour's  calamity,  shall  not  escape  un- 
punished ;  they  shall  be  as  a  wall  considerably  oft' 
the  pei-pendicular,  sm-e  to  come  down  with  a  crash ; 
they  shall  fall,  and  not  rise  again. 

"  They  only  consult  to  cast  Inni  down  from 
his  excellency." 

His  excellency  was  in  this  : — f  liat  God  was  mani- 
festly with  him  ;  as  said  Nic  odc^mus,  "  We  know 
that  thou  art  a  teacher,  come  from  God;  for  Jio  man 
can  do  those*  miracles  that  thou  doesl,  exvi^\\\.  Vi^^l 
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be  with  him."  The  chief  priests  and  scribes  "  con- 
sulted to  cast  him  down  from  his  excellency,"  for 
even  Pilate  "  knew  that  for  envy  they  delivered 
him." 

**  Thf^y  delight  in  lies :  they  bless  with  their 
mouth,  but  they  curse  inwardly." 

"  God  will  tread  down  all  them  who  do  err  from 
hi«  statutes ;"  for  their  deceit  is  falsehood.  Psalm 
cxix.  118.  The  God  of  truth  abhors  deceit  in  all 
its  forms  and  ramifications. 

**  My  Roul  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  my 
expectation  is  from  him. ' 

Some  wait  on  their  friends  and  rich  neighbours ; 
niauy  wait  on  their  toilet,  and  find  their  pleasure  in 
admii'ing  their  own  persons :  all  have  tlieir  secret 
idols  on  whom  they  daily  wait ;  but  the  soul  of 
Jesus  waited  on  God,  and  only  on  God;  and  in  him 
all  his  hopes  were  centred.  When  a  man's  expec- 
tation is  removed  from  men,  and  rests  on  (7od ; 
when,  believing  in  his  promise  of  eternal  life,  we 
trust  to  his  word,  loc>k  for  it,  and  expect  it,  at  the 
appointed  time,  then  will  the  soul  's^'illingly  wait  on 
God,  and  will  delight  in  him. 

"  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  salvation ;  he  is 
my  defence  ;  I  shall  not  be  moved." 

"  In  God  is  my  salvation  and  my  glory ;  the 
rock  of  my  strength,  and  my  refuge  is  in 
God." 

God  was  the  treasure  of  his  soul ;  his  whole  joy ; 
iiis  unceasing  d^\igV\\..    To  \\b,  his  words  may  ap- 
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pear  unnecessary  repetitions,  just  becanse  onr  feel- 
ings to  Grod  are  so  different  from  liis.  We  cannot 
sympathise  ^vith  him,  nor  at  fill  enter  into  the  depth 
of  his  devotion  to  God,  and  his  admimtion  of  liim. 
God  was  his  glory ;  and  his  daily  grief  arose  from 
this, — that,  "  the  sons  of  men  turned  his  glory  iuto 
shame."  Every  man  tunis  his  glory  into  shame, 
who  gives  that  glory  to  another,  that  is  due  alone 
to  God.  Whatever  a  man  finds  his  chief  dcOiglit 
in,  is  his  glory ;  and  if  God  is  not  that  object,  then 
he  is  dethi'oned  from  the  heart,  and  an  idol  sits 
there  instead ;  but  God  will  be  the  gloiy  of  his 
saints  for  ever  and  ever. 


"  Trust  in  him  at  all  times." 

Blessed  is  that  man  whose  confidence  in  God 
remains  unshaken  all  the  day;  and  who  is  not 
moved  away  from  this  dependence  by  any  external 
trouble.  Do  not  cease  to  trust  in  him,  '•  for  he  is 
faithful  who  hath  promised :"  *'  And  this  is  the  pro- 
mise that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life." 

"  Ye  people,  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him." 

God  seeketh  such  to  worship  him,  even  such  as 
worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ;  such  as  "  pour 
out  their  hearts  before  him  :"  where  prayer  is  a 
reality ;  a  true  expression  of  the  inmost  soul :  for 
God  who  looketh  at  the  heart,  can  be  pleased  with 
nothing  short  of  this. 


<( 


God  is  a  refuge  for  us." 


"  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  preseut 
help  in  trouble."     To  him  we  flee  for  refuge,  ^V^\i 


582  TRTOT  NOT  IN  OPPBESSION. 

we  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  tw.  Onr 
^eat  adversaiy  is  the  Devil.  God  is  our  refu^ ; 
m  coming  to  Him  we  have  a  shelter ;  and  he  is  a 
strong  tower  from  the  enemy. 

"  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity,  and 
men  of  high  degree  are  a  lie  :  to  be  laid 
in  the  balance,  they  are  altogether  lighter 
than  vanity." 

*^  Verily  every  man  at  his  best  estate  is  altogether 
vanity."  "  Surely  every  man  walketh  in  a  vain 
show:  surely  he  is  disquieted  in  vain;  he  heapeth  up 
riches,  and  cannot  tell  who  shall  prather  them.' 
Psalm  xxxix.  6.  The  poor  and  the  rich,  the  young 
and  the  old,  the  learned  and  the  luileamed,  all  are 
but  vanity :  the  anxieties,  and  cares,  and  troubles  of 
this  life  are  all  vanity  :  one  thing  alone  is  needful ; 
"  seek  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  righteousness* 
thereof,  and  all  other  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you." 

"  Trust  not  in  oppression,  become  not  vain  in 
robbery :  if  nches  increase,  set  not  your 
heart  upon  them." 

Trust  not  that  by  oppression  you  will  ^in  your 
ends  ;  flatter  not  yourself  that  by  forcible  pos- 
session of  your  neighbours'  property  you  will  se- 
cure good  to  yourself.  "  Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men, 
weep  and  howl  for  your  miseries  that  shall  come 
upon  you ;"  for  every  man  that  layeth  up  treasure 
for  himself,  and  is  not  rich  toward  God,  shall  surely 
be  cut  off,  and  that  without  remedy  ;  then  whose 
shaU  those  things  be  which  he  hath  provided  t  for 
when  he  dieth  tve  elvall  can-y  nothing  away ;  Ids 
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glory  shall  not  descend  after  liim  ;  "  he  shall  go  to 
the  generation  of  his  fathera ;  they  shall  never  see 
Kght." 

"  God  hath  spoken  once  ;  twice  have  I  heard 
this,  that  power  belongeth  unto  God." 

"Also  unto  thee,  0  Lord,  belongeth  mercy: 
for  thou  renderest  unto  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  work." 

"  There  is  no  power  but  of  God."  Even  as  our 
Lord  said  to  Pilate,  "  Thou  couldest  have  no  power 
at  all  against  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  fi*om 
above."  God  himself  hath  declared,  that  all  power 
emanates  from  himself;  and  no  creature  can  do 
any  thing  without  permission  from  liim  ;  therefore 
let  no  man  glory  in  men;  but  according  as  it  i^ 
written,  "  He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the 
Lord."  (1  Cor.  i.  3L)  Mercy  also  is  his  divine  pre- 
rogative :  as  he  saith  to  Moses,  "  I  will  have  mercy 
on  whom  I  will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  com- 
passion on  whom  I  will  have  compassion."  (Rom. 
IX.  15.)  He  rendereth  also  to  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  work.  "  To  them  who,  by  patient  con- 
tinuance in  well  doing,  seek  for  glory,  honour,  and 
immortality,  eternal  life ;  but  to  them  who  are 
contentious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey 
unrighteousness,  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation 
and  anguish,  upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doctli 
evil,  both  of  the  Jew  and  also  of  the  Gentile:  for 
there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God."    (Rom. 

ii.  n.) 
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1.  0  God,  thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I  seek 
thee  :  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth 
for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water 
is; 

2.  To  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  so  as  I  have 
seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary. 

3.  Because  thy  loving-kindness  is  better  than 
life,  my  lips  shall  nraise  triee. 

4.  Thus  will  I  bless  thee  while  I  live :  I  will  lift 
up  my  hands  in  thy  name. 

5.  My  soul  shall  be  satisfied  as  with  marrow  and 
fatness  ;  and  my  mouth  shall  praise  thee  vnth  joy- 
ful lips ; 

6.  When  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and 
meditate  on  thee  in  the  night  watches. 

7.  Because  thou  hast  been  my  help,  therefore  in 
the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice. 

8.  My  soul  followeth  hard  after  ^thee  :  thy  right 
hand  upholdeth  me. 

9.  But  those  that  seek  my  soul,  to  destroy  it, 
shall  go  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth. 

10.  They  shall  fall  by  the  sword;  they  shall  be 
a  portion  for  foxes. 

11.  But  the  Idng  shall  rejoice  in  God  ;  every  one 
that  sweareth  by  him  shall  glory :  but  the  mouth 
of  them  that  speak  lies  shall  be  stopped. 

"  0  God,  thou  art  my  God  ;  early  will  I  seek 
thee  :  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh 
longeth  ?or  tW^  \xv  «k.  dry  and  thirsty  land, 
where  no  Y^aX^Y  Sft'J' 
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This  18  just  such  language  as  might  be  expected 
from  the  hps  of  the  *'  perfect  mau  ;^'  the  man  who 
loves  "  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart,  with 
all  his  mind,  with  aD  his  soul,  and  with  all  his 
strength ;"  and  no  man  ever  did  this  but  the  one 
man,  who  "  magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honour- 
able." He  calls  God  his  God  more  than  once  in 
the  New  Testament ; — thus  to  'Mary  Magdalene, 
"  Go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  1  ascend 
imto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God 
and  your  God."  (Jomi  xx.  17.)  and  again  to  the 
Philadelphian  church,  **  Him  that  overcometh  will 
I  make  a  piUar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,"  &c. 
(Rev.  iii.  12.)  To  seek  God  was  his  first  work  in 
the  morning ;  he  arose  a  great  while  before  day, 
that  he  might  hold  communion  with  God  :  his  eyes- 
prevented  the  night  watches,  that  he  might  medi- 
tate on  him.  "  I  prevented  the  dawning  of  the 
morning,  and  cried,  I  hoped  in  thy  word."  "  As  the 
hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my 
Boul  after  thee,  0  God :"  "my  soul  thirsteth  for  God 
for  the  living  God  :  when  shall  I  come  and  appear 
before  God.'  Thus  he  longed  to  return  to  that 
bosom,  which,  for  our  sakes  he  had  left ;  and  again 
to  resume  that  glory  which  he  had  with  the  F^^ther 
before  the  world  was.  To  Christ  this  world  was  *'  a 
dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is ;"  truly  he 
was  out  of  his  element,  for  his  soul  dwelt  with  those 
who  hated  peace  :  he  sighed  to  return  again  to  the 
land  of  uprightness,  where  all  is  peace  and  truth. 

"  To  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory  even  as  I 
have  seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary." 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  as  to  David's- 
meaning — ^if  these  were  David's  v^otOia— \>\i\.  >i5ck& 
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difficulty  vanishes,  when  viewed  as  the  words  of 
Clirist,  and  with  reference  to  a  past  eternity :  **  for 
his  goings  forth  were  of  old,  even  from  everlasting.** 
(Micah  V.  2.) — he  came  forth  from  the  heavenly 
sanctuaiy,  ''  the  house  not  made  with  hands,  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens."  By  faith  only  could  he  now 
contemplate  that  power  and  glory-:  he  longed  for 
the  day  when  he  should  a^in  see  it,  as  he  had 
seen  it  before  :  **  What,  and  if  ye  shall  see  the  Son 
gI  man  cuscend  up  where  he  was  before,"  so  said  he 
to  certain  who  would  not  receive  him  as  "  the  living 
bread  which  came  down  from  heaven."  There  he 
was  from  eternity :  from  thence  he  came  down ; 
ai:d  thither  he  returned  again  :  again  he  will  come 
in  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  of  all  his  holy 
angels,  u  e.,  he  will  hrimj  heaven  with  him  ;  and  hea^ 
ven  shall  be  incorporated  with  the  earth,  so  as  to 
make  one ;  and  here  he  will  dwell ;  **  and  will  make 
her  that  halted  a  remnant,  and  her  that  was  casst  for 
off  (the  whole  house  of  Israel)  a  strong  nation  ;  and 
the  Lord  shall  reign  over  them  in  mount  Zion 
from  henceforth,  even  for  ever."     (Micah  iv.  7.) 

"Because  thy  loving-kindness  is  better  than 
life,  my  Hps  shaU  praise  thee." 

"  Thus  will  I  bless  thee  while  I  live  :  I  will  lift 
up  my  hands  in  thy  name." 

It  is  one  thing  to  say  with  our  mouth,  that  God's 
loving-kindness  is  better  than  life,  and  another  to 
believe  it  in  our  hearts.  When  persecution  ariseth 
because  of  the  word,  then  is  the  time  to  test, 
whether  indeed  we  believe  his  loving-kindness  to 
be  better  than  life.  (Jhiist,  the  King  of  martyi*8, 
gHve  full  evidence,  that  he  so  beUeved  ;  and  afttr 
him  a  noble  army  ol  taswcl^t^  who  loved  not  their 
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lives  unto  the  death,  because  they  knew  that  "  the 
loving-kindness  of  God  was  better  than  Ufe." 

"  My  soul  shall  be  satisfied  as  with  marrow 
and  fatness :  and  my  mouth  shall  praise 
thee  with  joyful  Hps/' 

As  men  who  fare  sumptously  and  are  satisfied 
•as  with  marrow  and  fatness,  so  is  the  soul  satisfied 
with  God :  in  him  om*  most  enlarged  desires  are 
amply  gratified ;  and  our  mouths  do  praise  him 
with  joyfulness  :  this  joy  abounds  in  Paradise ; 
it  is  universal  ar\d  unintermitted,  without  any  alloy; 
while  praise  and  adoration  unceasingly  ascend  up 
with  acceptance  before  God.  There,  the  spirite 
of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  an  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  angels  oner  up  continual  halleuias  to  him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  imto  the  Lamb  for 
'ever. 

**  When  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and 
meditate  on  thee  in  the  night  watches." 

Christ,  while  upon  the  earth,  in  the  days  of  his 
flesh,  thus  praised  God,  and  especially  in  the  night, 
while  other  men  were  buried  m  slumber  and  sleep. 
"  Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  me,  therefore 
will  I  deliver  him ;  I  wiD  set  him  on  high,  because 
he  hath  known  my  name.  He  shall  call  upon  me, 
and  I  will  answer  him :  I  will  be  with  him  in 
trouble  ;  I  will  deliver  him,  and  honour  him  ;  with 
long  life  will  I  satisfy  him,  and  will  shew  him  my 
salvation."  (Psalm  xci.  14 — 16). 

"  Because  thou  hast  been  my  help,  therefore 
in  the  shadow  of  thy  ^ving8  will  1  rejoice." 
*'  My  soul  foUoweth  hara  after  thee." 
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How  fervent  was  his  spirit:  how  ardently  he 
sought  after  God :  after  Uod  his  exceeding  joy. 
To  follow  hard,  is  to  pursue  an  object  with  untir- 
ing perseverance :  thus  was  every  euerffy  of  his 
48oul  devoted  to  God ;  his  heart  burned  wimin  him 
after  that  God  whom  he  loved  with  all  his  soul, 
and  strength,  and  mind. 

"  Thy  right  hand  upholdeth  me." 

"  I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me :  becauser 
he  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved.  There- 
fore my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth*;  and 
my  flesh  shall  rest  in  hope  :  for  thou  wilt  not  leave 
my  soul  in  hell ;  neither  wilt  thou  suffer  thy  holy  one 
to  see  corruption."  (Psalm  xvi.  8,  &c.) 

"  But  those  that  seek  my  life  to  destroy  it^ 
shall  go  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth."' 

The  place  of  the  lost  is  that  great  hollow  cavity, 
which  forms  the  bowels  of  the  earth  :  it  is  the  black- 
ness of  darkness  for  ever :  a  striking  figure  of  thia 
terrible  place,  was  the  belly  of  the  whtUe,  where 
Jonah  was  entombed  alive,  for  three  days  and 
tlu'ee  nights.  "  Out  of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I,  and 
thou  heardest  my  voice.  For  thou  hadst  cast  me  into 
the  deep.  I  went  down  to  the  bottoms  of  the 
mountains ;  the  earth  with  her  bars  was  about  me 
for  ever :  yet  hast  thou  brought  up  my  Ufe  from 
comiption,  0  Lord  my  God."  **  It  is  a  fearful  thing 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God ;"  and  to 
be  cast  by  him  into  the  pit  of  destruction ;  yet 
assuredly  this  must  be  the  portion  of  all  who  forget 
God,  and  are  a^euated  from  him. 


THE  KING  SHALL  REJOICE  IN  THE  LORD,         581^ 

"*'  Tliey  shall  fall  by  the  sword  ;  they  sliall  be  a 

portion  for  foxes." 
^*  But  the  King  shall  rejoice  in  God;' 

What  King  ?  even  the  same  who  speaketh  in  the 
2l8t  Psalm,  sajing,  "the  king  shall  joy  in  thy 
strength,  0  LoRD;  and  in  thy  salvation  how  greatly 
shall  he  rejoice !  He  asked  life  of  thee,  and  thou 
gavest  it  him,  even  length  of  days  for  ever  and 
ever.  His  glory  is  great  in  thy  salvation :  honour 
and  majesty  hast  thou  bid  upon  him.  Thou  hast 
made  him  most  blessed  for  ever :  thou  hast  made 
him  exceeding  glad  wath  thy  countenance.  For  th© 
King  trusteth  in  the  Lord ;  and  through  the  mercy 
of  the  Most  High  he  shall  not  be  moved.  It  is  the 
same  King  of  whom  the  Most  High  hath  spoken  in 
the  2nd  Psalm,  "  Yet  have  I  set  my  King  upon  my 
holy  hill  of  Zion."  "  This  is  he  who  shall  reign 
over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  whoae 
kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 

"  Every  one  that  sweareth  by  him  shall  glory." 

God  swore  by  himself,  because  he  could  swear 
by  no  greater :  but  he  that  sweareth  in  the  earth 
shall  swear  by  the  God  of  truth,  in  the  days  when 
the  former  troubles  are  forgotten ;  when  the  new 
heavens  and  new  earth  are  come,  wherein  dwelleth 
righteousness :  then  every  one  who  sweareth  by 
him  shall  glory  in  him,  and  then  "  shall  the  month 
of  every  one  of  them  that  speak  lies  be  stopped." 


PSALM   LXIV. 

1.  Hear  my  voice,  0  God,  in  my  prayer :  pre- 
«erve  aaar  life  from  fear  of  the  enemy. 

2.  Hide  me  from  the  secret  comisel  of  the  wick- 
ed ;  from  the  insurrection  of  the  workers  of  iniquity: 

3.  \\lio  whet  their  tongue  like  a  sword,  and  bend 
their  bows  to  shoot  their  arrows,  even  bitter  weirds ; 

4.  That  they  may  shoot  in  secret  at  the  perfect : 
suddenly  do  they  shoot  at  him,  and  fear  not. 

5.  They  encourage  themselves  in  an  evil  matter : 
they  commune  of  laying  snares  pri\aly ;  they  siiy. 
Who  «haU  see  them  ? 

f).  They  search  out  iniquities ;  they  accomplish 
a  diligent  search  :  bi^th  the  inward  tlicjught  of 
eveiy  one  of  them,  and  the  heart  is  deep. 

7.  But  God  shall  shoot  at  them  with  an  aiTow ; 
suddenly  shall  they  be  wounded. 

8.  So  they  shall  make  their  own  tongue  to  fall 
upon  themselves  :  all  that  see  them  shall  flee  away. 

9.  And  all  men  shall  fear,  and  shall  declare  the 
work  of  God  ;  for  they  shall  wisely  consider  of  his 
doing. 

10.  The  righteous  shaU  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and 
shall  trust  in  him  ;  and  all  the  upright  in  heart  shall 
gloiy. 

"  Hear  my  voice,  0  God  in  my  prayer." 

No  man  can  pray  to  an  absent  God:  "hu  that 
Cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is."  When  we 
LTt  np  the  voice  of  prayer  in  fnll  persuason  that 
God  is  Ustenmg,  awd  \\\"oX''  G^vidv^  love,"  then  wliat- 
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over  we  ask,  we  know  that  we  have  the  petitions 
tliat  we  desire  of  him.  In  every  openina:  of  the  Kps 
of  Jesus  he  spoke  to  a  prayer-hearing  God. 

'•  Preserve  mv  life  from  the  fear  of  the  enemv.'' 
**  Hide   me   from   the   secret  counsel   of  the 

wicked :    from    the    insun-ection    of   the 

workera  of  iniquity.'* 

Fear  was  on  every  side :  his  enemies  were  more 
nnmerous  than  the  hairs  of  his  head  ;  and  thev 
hated  him  with  a  cniel  hatred.  But  no  man  could 
lay  hands  on  him,  mitil  his  hour  was  come  :  because 
God  preserved  and  protected  him ;  God  frustrated 
the  secret  counsels  of  the  wicked,  and  the  risings 
of  evil  men. 

**  \\Tio  whet  their  tongues  like  a  sword,  and 

bend  their  bows  to  shoot  their  arrows, 

even  bitter  words," 
"  That  they  may  shoot  in  secret  at  the  perfect 

(one)  :  suddenly  do  they  shoot  at  hun,  and 

fear  not." 

Evil  tongues  were  to  his  pure  ears  as  the  poison 
of  a  serpent ;  bitter  words  to  him,  who  was  and 
is  the  express  image  of  God,  were  as  those  who 
bend  their  bows  to  shoot  their  arrows  with  mur- 
derous intent.  His  soul  long  dwelt  among  them 
that  hated  peace.  "  I  am  for  peace  (said  he;  but 
when  I  speak,  they  are  for  war." 

"  They  encourage  themselves  in  an  evil  mat- 
ter ;  they  commune  of  laving  snares  pri- 
vily :  they  say,  Who  shall  see  them  f 
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Men  encourage  themselves  in  evil ;  they  justify 
themselves  to  themselves,  and  to  each  other ;  they 
stifle  the  reproaches  of  conscience,  until  conscience 
itself  is  seared,  and  ceases  to  rebuke  ;  they  en- 
courage themselves  by  perverting  truth,  calling 
good  evil,  and  evil  good ;  and  thus  persuade  them- 
selves that  in  persecuting  the  righteous,  they  do 
God  service;  "they  encourage  themselves  in  an 
evil  matter,"  by  casting  off  M.  fear  of  God ;  for 
they  say,  **  Who  shall  see  them." 

"  They  search  out  iniquities :  they  accomplish  a 
diligent  search :  Doth  the  inward  thought 
of  every  one  of  them,  and  the  heart  is 
deep." 

They  watch  for  iniquity ;  they  make  a  man  an 
offender  for  a  word,  and  lay  a  snare  for  him  that 
reproveth  in  tlie  gate,  and  turn  aside  tlie  just  for  a 
thing  of  nought.  (Isaiah  xxix.  21.) — Tlioy  say, 
"  Come  and  let  u«  devise  devices  against  him:  come 
and  let  us  smite  him  with  the  tongue,  and  lot  ufl 
not  give  heed  to  any  of  his  words."  (Jer.  xviii.  18.) 
Again,  they  say,  "  Report  and  we  vn\l  report  it :  all 
my  familiars  watclied  for  my  halting,  saying,  Per- 
adventure  he  will  be  enticed,  and  we  shall  prevail 
against  him,  and  we  shall  take  our  revenge  on  him.'' 
{Jer.  XX.  10.) 

**  But  God  shall  shoot  at  them  wHith  an  arrow : 
suddenly  shall  they  be  wounded." 

When  God  sends  forth  his  arrows,  it  is  not  \n'th 
uncertain  aim ;  he  does  not  draw  his  bow  at  a 
venture.  Woo  to  that  man  upon  whom  the  sen- 
tence has  gone  forth ;  and  to  whom  the  space  allowotl 
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for  repentance  is  past,  then  are  they  brought  into 
destruction,  as  in  a  moment;  for  he  shall  take  them 
awaj,  both  living,  and  in  his  wrath. 

"  So  shall  they  make  their  own  tongues  to  fall 
upon  themselves :  all  that  see  them  shall 
flee  away ;" 

''And  men  shall  fear,  and  shall  declare  the 
work  of  God ;  for  they  shall  wisely  con- 
sider of  his  doing." 

Their  tongues  shall  fall  upon  themselves ;  their 
mouths  shall  be  stopped :  they  shall  become  a  ter- 
ror to  their  neighbours ;  and  men  (not  all  men — 
not  those  of  whom  it  is  said,  BGs  judgments  are  far 
above  out  of  their  sight,  but  such  as  discern  the 
hand  of  God,  and  perceive  his  righteous  judgments) 
they  "  shall  declare  the  work  of  God.  and  shall 
wisely  consider  that  it  is  his  doing,'' 

*'  The  righteous  shall  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and 
shaU  trust  in  him :  and  all  the  upright  in 
heart  shall  glory." 

They  are  righteous  who  have  not  on  "  their  own 
righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  right- 
eousness, which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the 
righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith ;"  all  such 
shall  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  shall  trust  in  him, 
and  diall  glory  in  him.  This  white  robe  being  put 
on,  and  the  filthy  garments  of  our  own  righteous- 
ness put  off,  we  are  perfect  before  God ;  nor  is 
this  a  fictitious,  or  ima^nary  perfection ;  the  soul 
on  whom  this  robe  of  righteousness  rests,  actually 
becomes  pure,  and  attains  to  innocency ;  for  such 
is  the  transforming  power  of  faith  in  him,  as  the 
"  Lord  our  righteousness.** 
38 
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PSALM    LXV. 

1.  Praiset  waiteth  for  thsee,  0  Ged,  in  Zion :  and 
unto  thee  shall  the  vow  be  performecL 

2.  0  thou  that  hearest  prayer,  unto  tihee  shall  all 
flesh  come. 

3.  Iniquities  prevail  against  me :  as  for  our  trans- 
gressions, thou  shalt  purge  them  away. 

4.  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choosest,  and 
causcst  to  approach  unto  thee,  that  he  may  dwell 
in  thy  courts :  we  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  good- 
ness of  thy  house,  even  of  thy  holy  temple. 

5.  By  terrible  things  in  righteousness  wilt  thou 
answer  us,  0  God  of  our  tsalvation ;  who  art  the 
confidence  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of  them 
that  are  afar  oflF  upon  the  sea : 

6.  "Which  by  his  strength  setteth  fast  the  moun- 
tains ;  being  girded  with  power : 

7.  Which  stilleth  the  noise  of  the  seas,  the  noise 
of  their  waves,  and  the  tumult  of  the  people. 

8.  They  also  that  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  are 
afraid  at  thy  tokens :  thou  makest  the  outgoings 
of  the  morning  and  evening  to  rejoice. 

9.  Thou  visitest  the  earth,  and  waterest  it :  thou 
greatly  einichest  it  with  the  river  of  God,  which  is 
full  of  water  :  thou  preparest  them  corn,  when  thou 
hast  so  provided  it. 

10.  Thou  waterest  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly; 
thou  settlest  the  furrows  thereof ;  thou  makest  it 
soft  with  showers ;  thou  blessest  the  springing 
thereof: 

11.  Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness; 
and  thy  paths  drop  fatness. 
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12.  They  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilder- 
ness ;  and  the  little  mils  rejoice  on  every  side. 

13.  The  pastures  are  clothed  with  flocks ;  the 
valleys  also  are  covered  over  with  com ;  they  shout 
for  joy,  they  also  sing, 

^*  Praise  waiteih  for  thee,  0  God,  in  Zion." 

Our  God,  is  the  high  and  lofty  one,  who  inhabiteth 
eternity,  and  its  praises ;  i.  e.  a  future  eternity ; 
for  in  the  past  eternity  there  were  no  creatures 
to  praise  hira.  Now  in  this  future  eternity,  God 
(now  manifest  in  flesh)  will  have  a  locality,  a  place. 
The  Holy  of  holies,  no  more  shut  up,  but  open  to 
the  eyes  of  all  worshippers  will  be  the  "Mount 
Zion,"  his  holy  mouutam ;  the  tlu'one  of  his  holi- 
ness ;  and  to  that  mountain  shall  the  teeming  mil- 
lions of  worshippers  come;  and  shout  aloud  the  high 
praises  of  God,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath ;  from 
new  moon  to  new  moon ;  from  one  feast  day  to 
another ;  through  an  endless  succession  of  genera- 
tions, even  for  aver  and  ever."  The  praises  of  eter- 
nity wait  for  God,  and  will  begin  when  he  begins  to 
reign ;  "  and  he  will  reign  for  ever  and  ever, 

"  And  xmto  thee  shall  the  vow  be  performed." 

God  accepts  the  vows  of  them  that  pay  their  vows : 
in  those  days  men  wiD  perform  their  vows  unto 
the  Lord,  and  will  not  go  back :  "  I  will  pay  thee  my 
vows,  which  my  lips  have  uttered,  and  my  mouth 
hath  spoken  when  I  was  in  trouble."  (Psalm  Ixvi. 
13). 

"  0  thou  that  hearest  prayer,  unto  thee  shall 
all  flesh  come." 


TJ96        THE  SERPENT  SHALL  3RUISE  fflS  HEEL. 

"  Thou,  when  thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet, 
and  when  thou  liast  shut  to  thy  door,  pray  to  thy 
Father  who  eeeth  in  secret,  and  thy  Father  who 
seethdn  «ecret,  himself  sjiall  reward  thee  openly.'* 
But  it  is  impossible  to  please  him,  unless  we  Delieve 
that  he  is ;  and  is  indeed  the  hearer  of  prayer.  "  He 
that  planted  the  ear  shall 'he  not  hear  f  Shall  he 
he  not  hear  who  hath  made  us  capable  of  hearing 
each  other  ?  when  we  think  of  this,  should  it  not  re- 
move all  unbelief?  The  scriptures  testify  to  him  as 
the  hearer  of  prayer,  and  we  are  required  to  be- 
Beve  that  he  is,  when  we  pray  to  him ;  but  in  the 
new  dispensation  men  will  offer  up  their  prayers 
not  to  the  invisible,  but  to  the  visible  God,  to 
"  God  manifest  in  the  flesh." 


u 


Iniquities  prevail  against  me." 


The  iniquity  of  his  heels  compassed  him  about. 
(Psalm  xlix.  5).  The  eerpent  shall  bruise  his  hf^el, 
because  iniquity  cleaveth  to  his  heels  ;  but  in  him- 
self there  was  no  iniquity  ;  for  "  the  prince  of  this 
world  Cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me." 

"  As  for  our  transgressions,  thou  shalt  pxn^e 
them  away." 

He  identifies  himself  with  his  people  ;  their  trans- 
sions  he  calls  liis  own,  and  rejoices  m  God  who,  on 
account  of  his  sacrifice,  will  purge  them  away  :  he 
"  bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that 
we  being  dead  to  sins  might  live  unto  righteous- 
ness." 

"  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choosest.  and 
causest  to  approach  unto  thee." 


TttEY  SHALL  DWELL  IN  TRY  COURTS.  5\^T' 

The  throne  of  gi*ace  is  accessible  to  all  who  ap- 
proach in  the  name  of  Christ ;  yet  *'  no  man  can 
(will^  come  to  me  except  the  Father  who  hath  sent 
me  oraw  him."  There  is  in  man  a  deepHseated  re- 
pugnance and  difiUke  to  seek  after  God.  Alas !  it 
IS  the  serpent's  poison,  and  there  is  no  antidote 
witliin  ourselves.  Hate  is  ilie  pouon  I  love  is  the 
antidote  I  When  God  reveals  himself  in  the  person 
of  his  Son,  then  the  ice  begins'to  thaw,  and  the 
frigidity  of  man's  heart  to  melt  before  God.  We 
do  not  choose  God.  It  is  he  that  chooseth  us,  and. 
causeth  us  to  approach  unta  him ;  and  to  this  end 

"  That  he  may  dwell  in  thy  courts." 

God' is  now  visiting  the  Gentiles^  to  take  out  of 
them  a  people  for  himself;  that  they  may  dwell  in 
his  courts,  an4  be  to  him  for  a  name,  and  for  a 
praise,  and  for  a  glory,  i,  e.  that  they  may  through 
eternal  ages  be  to  the  praise  of  the  riches  of  his 
glory ;  but  there  is  a  glory  celestial,  and  a  glory 
terrestrial ;  and  truly  it  is  the  glory  of  the  literal  Is- 
rael that  is  here  contemplated.  The  election  is  a 
limited  number;  comparatively  few;  and  when  com- 
pleted at  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  will  have  no* 
more  additions ;  but  me  seed  of  Israel,  with  whom 
the  new  and  everlasting  covenant  is  made,  will  go 
on  increasing  for  ever.  This  therefore  i»  the  great 
standing  purpose  of  God,  as  all  the  scriptures  tes- 
tify. They,  the  literal  Israel,  shall  be  ^luified  and 
made  white,  all  of  them ;  and,  although  m  flesh  and 
blood,  they  sliall  approach  imto  the  visible  God, 
and  shall  dwell  in  his  courts." 

'*  We  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  goodness  oi 
thy  house  even  of  thy  holy  t^iu^Vir 


599  A  REMNANT  SHALL  BET  SAYED. 

We  are  now  supposed  to  be  come  to  **  the  times 
of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  ;*  to 
the  times  when  '^  the  last  day"  is  past,  and  the  end 
of  all  thinp  (of  all  things  preparatory  to  his  coming) 
is  past,  when  ^*  time  is  no  lon^^,"  and  eternity  has 
begun ;  then,  the  daughter  of  Zion,  (Uterally  Jeru- 
salem's children)  shall  sing,  and  rejoice,  for  **  Lo, 
I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  saith 
the  Lord."  He  will  be  seen,  and  be  worshipped 
with  an  untiring  worship,  in  his  holy  t^nple  ;  their 
soul  shall  be  nUed  as  with  marrow  ana  fatness; 
they  ^*  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  his 
house,  even  of  his  holy  temple." 

"  By  terrible  things  in  righteousness  T^'ilt  thou 
answer  us,  0  God  of  our  salvation." 

It  is  at  his  coming  again  that  he  will  do  terrible 
things ;  so  terrible,  that  nothing  ccm  posably  exceed 
it ;  for  the  whole  earth  will  be  overthrown  ;  "  the 
momitaiiis  do  quake  before  him,  and  the  hills  melt ; 
the  earth  is  burned  at  his  presence,  yea,  the 
world,  and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who  can  stand 
before  his  indignation,  and  who  can  abide  in  the 
fierceness  of  his  anger  I  his  fury  is  poured  out  like 
fire,  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him."  In 
that  great  and  terrible  day,  a  remnant  shall  be 
saved,  even  the  remnant  of  Jacob.  To  them  he 
will  be  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of  trouble,  for  **  he 
knoweth  them  that  put  their  trust  in  liim."  (Nahum 
i.  5).  God  will  be  to  Israel,  his  refuge  and  strength, 
a  veiy  present  help  in  trouble  ;  therefore  will  they 
not*fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  tliough 
the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea. 
(Psalm  xlvi.  1.)  When  the  indignation  is  past, 
and  his  anger,  m  \5cxfc  dc^i«tonafcNasscL  ^il  «1L  nations,  it 
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will  be* succeeded  by  quietness  and  peace;  He  will 
say  in  the  close  of  that  day,  "  Be  still  and  know 
that  I  am  God,"  The  few  survivors  among  the  na- 
tions, who,  (having  no  habitations,)  had  sought  for 
refuge  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  in  the  crevices 
of  the  mountains,  they  shall  begin  to  come  out  of  their 
close  places,  and  with  great  cheerfulness,  will  sub- 
mit themselves  to  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and 
him  only  will  they  hencefoi-th  v/tji-ship  and  adore  : 
(see  Psalm  xviii.  43,  &c.)  and  then  will  the  follow- 
ing words  have  their  fulfilment.: 

"  Who  art  the  confidence  of  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  and  of  them  that  are  afar  oflF 
upon  the  sea." 

"  Israel  shall  blossom  and  bud,  and  fill  the  face  of 
the  world  with  fruit."  Men  shall  be  fruitful,  and 
shall  rapidly  replenisli  the  earth,  and  shall  no  more 
worship  the  work  of  their  own  hands,  nor  bow 
down  to  any  idol ;  but  shall  worship  the  Lord,  the 
holy  one  of  Israel,  in  truth ;  and  they  shall  come 
from  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  worslup  him  at  his 
holy  mountain  ;  for  Jerusalem  shall  be  "  the  city  of 
truth,  the  mountain  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  holy 
mountain."  (Zeehariah  viii.  13).  All  nations  shall, 
be  blessed  in  him,  and  all  shall  call  him  blessed. 

"  Which  by  his  strength  setteth  last  the  moun- 
tains ;  being  girded  with  power." 

He  who  had  made  the  earth  to  tremble ;  who 
had  broken  it  as  a  potter  breaketh  an  earthen 
vessel,  will  now  heal  the  breaches,  and  wiH  bind  it 
up ;  he  will  change  it,  he  will  reconstitute  it,  and 
wiU  greatly  beautify  it ;  for  "  as  the  Branch,  ofi  ^^ 
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Lord  (even  Christ)  shall  be  beautiiiil,  and  glorians, 
BO  the  fruit  of  the  earth  shall  be  excellent,  and 
09Dciely,  for  them  that  are  escaped  of  Israel."  (Isaiah 
iv.  2). 

**  Who  stilleih  (hadst  stilled)  the  noise  of  the 
seas,  the  noise  of  their  waves,  the  tumult 
of  the  people." 

Alluding  to  the  past  awful  scene,  ''when  the 
floods  have  lifted  up,  0  Lord,  the  floods  have  lifted 
up  their  voice  :  the  floods  lift  up  their  waves.  The 
Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noise  of  many 
waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  sea." 
(Psalm  xciii.  3). 


They  also  that  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts 
were  afraid  at  thy  tokens." 


When  he  stilled  the  noise  of  the  masses  that 
were  congregated  against  him,  then  did  he  shake 
terribly  the  earth,  and  they  that  dwelt  in  the  utter- 
most parts  were  afraid  at  his  tokens,  but  now, 

**  Thou  makest  the  outgoing  of  the  morning 
and  the  evening  to  rejoice." 

The  eternal  reign  has  commenced:  the  judg^ 
ment  of  the  quick  (or  li\ang)  is  past.  God  hath 
created  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  and  the 
former  things  have  passed  away  :  beauty,  harmony, 
and  order  will  be  introduced :  and  the  "  outgoings 
of  the  morning  and  the  evening  shall  rejoice." 

''  Thou  visitest  the  earth,  and  waterest  it." 
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**  Instead  of  the  tiiom  shall  come  up  the  fir  tree, 
and  instead  of  the  brier  the  mjTtle  tree,  and  shall  be- 
to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  an  everlasting  sign,  which 
shall  not  be  cut  off,''     The  sign  of  the  curse  was- 
the  thorn  and  the  briar ;  they  are  removed :  the 
sign  of  the  blessing  is  the  fir  tree,  and  the  mjniile 
tree,  which  will  indigenously  spring  up  in  all  lands : 
it  fiiiall  continue  for  ever.     God  hatn  visited  the 
earth  with  an  everlasting  Uessing.    It  shall  yield 
its  increase  from  generation  to  generation,  and  all. 
the  ende  of  the  earth  shall  fear  huu. 


Thou  greatly  enrichest  it  with  the  river  of 
God,  which  is  full  of  water." 


This  is  no  figure ;  for  there  shall  be  indeed  "  a 
river  the  streams  whereof  shall  make  glad  the  city 
of  God;  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the 
most  High."  (Psalm  xlvi.  4.)  "  A  fountain  shall 
come  forth  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  shall 
water  the  valley  of  Shittim,  and  all  the  rivers  of 
Judah  shall  flow  with  waters."  ^Hosea  iii.  18). 
The  river  of  God  is  described  witn  great  minute- 
ness in  the  47th  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  "  It  will  flow 
into  all  lands,  and  the  earth  will  be  enriched  by  it, 
for  it  wiU  multiply  into  many  rivers ;"  "  and  it  shall 
come  to  pass  that  every  thing  that  Kveth,  which 
moveth  whithersoever  the  rivers  shall  come,  shall 
live,  and  there  shall  be  a  very  great  multitude  of 
fish,  because  these  waters  sh^dl  come  thither :  for 
they  shall  be  healed ;  and  every  thing  shall  live 
whither  the  river  cometh.  And  by  the  river  upon 
the  bank  thereof,  on  this  side  and  on  that  side, 
shall  grow  all  trees  for  meat,  whose  leaf  shall  not 
fade,  neither  shall  the  fruit  thereof  be  consumed ; 
it  shaU  bring  forth  new  fruit,  according  to  his 
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months^  because  their  waters,  they  issued  out  of 
the  sanctuary ;  and  the  fruit  thereof  shall  be  for 
meat,  and  the  leal  thereof  for  medicine.^  Thus 
will  th»  whole  earth  be  "  greatly  enriched*'  by 
this  river  of  God.  It  is  referred  to  in  Rev.  xxii.  1, 
where  the  apostle  thus  writes,  ''And  he  shewed  me  a 
pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  a»  crystal,  proceed- 
mg  out  of  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb.  In 
the  midst  of  the  street  (or  passage)  of  it,  and  on 
either  side  of  the  river,  was  there  the  tree  of  life, 
which  bare  twelve  manner  of  frviits,  and  yielded 
her  fruit  every  month.*'  That  this  is  the  identical 
river  of  Ezekiel's  prophecy,  is  evident  from  what 
follows,  "  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations  ;"  sliewingthat  the  nations  of 
the  earth  had  access  to  it,  by  its  growing  on  tlie 
banks,  on  either  side  whithersoever  the  river  flowed. 
Moreover,  it  is  added,  "  and  there  shall  be^  no  more 
curse  :"  the  sentence  originally  pronoiniced  being 
revoked,  which  sentence  was  thus  expressed  in 
Gen.  iii.  17,  "  Cursed  is  the  groinid  for  thy  sake : 
thorns  and  thistles  shall  it  bring  forth  to  thee." 
Because  of  the  sin  of  one  man  the  earth  was  cui-sed, 
because  of  the  obedience  of  one  man,  ''there  shaU 
be  no  more  ciunse ;"  and  this  reversal  will  take 
place,  when  the  second  Adam  shall  come,  to  take 
possession  of  the  redeemed  inheritance. 

"  Thou  preparest  them  com,  when  thon  hast 

so  provided  for  it." 
"  Thou  waterest  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly : 

thou  settlest  the  furrows   thereof :   thon 

makeet  it  soft  with  showers:  thou  blessest 

the  springing  thereof." 

If  the  world,  even  now  while  tiie  curse  is  unre- 
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pealed,  presents  so  many  smiling  scenes  of  beauty, 
what  shall  it  be  when  tlie  blessing  comes  ?  then  in- 
deed will  be  "  times  of  refreshing- from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord,  when  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
the  heavens  have  received,  (only)  until  the-  times 
of  the  RESTITUTION  of  all  things."  (Acts  iii.  19,  &c.) 

"  Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goocDiess  t 

and  thy  paths  drop  fatnesa" 
"  They  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilder* 

ness  :  and  the  little  hills  rejoice  on  every 

side.'' 
"  The  pastures  are  covered  witii  flocks :  the 

valleys  are  covered  over  with  corn  ;  they 

shout  for  joy,  they  also  sing." 

"  Be  glad  then,  ye  children  of  Zion,  and  rej^oice 
in  the  Lord  your  God,  for  he  hath  given  you  the 
former  rain  moderateljr,  and  he  will  cause  to  come 
down  for  you  the  ram,  the  former  rain,  and  the 
latter  rain,  in  the  first  month :  and  the  floors  shall 
be  fall  of  wheat,  and  the  fats  shall  overflow  with 
wine  and  oil,  and  ye  shall  eat  in  plenty  and  be  satis- 
fied ;  and  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God." 
(Joel  ii.  23).  God  will  crown  the  year,  each  year, 
every  succeeding  year,  with  his  goodness ;  for  as 
the  earth  shall  remain  for  ever,  so  also  seed  time 
and  harvest,  cold  and  heat,  summer  and  winter, 
and  day  and  night  shall  not  cease. 


PSALM    LXVI. 

1.  Make  a  joyfiil  noise  unto  God,  all  ye  lands. 

2.  Sing  forth  the  honour  of  his  name  ;  make  his* 
praise  glorious. 

3.  Say  unto  God>  How .  terrible  art  thou  in  thy 
works  1  through  the  greatness  of  thy  power  shall 
thine  enemies  submit  themselves  imto  thee. 

4.  All  the  earth  shall  wc»rshi})  thee,  and  shall  sing 
unto  thee  ;  they  sluill  sing  to  tliy  name.     8elah. 

f).  Come  and  see  the  works  of  God  :  ho  is  ter- 
rible in  his  doing  toward  the  ehildren  of  men. 

6.  He  turned  the  sea  into  dry  land :  they  went 
tlurough  the  ih>od  on  foot :  there  did  wo  rejoicie  in 
liim. 

7.  He  mlcth  by  his  power  for  ever ;  his  eyes  be- 
hold the  nations :  let  not  the  rebellious  exalt  tliem- 
selves.     Selah. 

8.  0  bless  our  God,  ye  people,  and  make  the 
voice  of  his  praise  to  be  heard. 

9.  Which  holdeth  our  soul  in  life,  and  suflereth 
not  our  feet  to  be  moved. 

10.  For  thou,  0  God,  hast  proved  us  :  thou  hast 
tried  us,  as  silver  is  tried. 

11.  Thou  brought  est  us  into  the  net;  thou  laidst 
affiction  upon  our  loins. 

12.  Thou  hast  caused  men  to  ride  over  our 
heads :  we  went  througli  fire  and  through  water ; 
but  thou  broughtest  us  out  into  a  wealthy  place. 

13.  I  will  go  into  thy  house  with  burnt  offerings ; 
I  will  pay  thco  my  vows. 
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14.  Which  my  lips  h<ave  uttered,  and  m)'-  mouth 
hath  spoken,  when  I  was  in  trouble. 

15.  I  will  offer  unto  thee  burnt  sacrifices  of  fat- 
lings,  with  the  incense  of  rams :  I  will  offer  bullocks 
with  goats.  Selah. 

16.  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I 
"will  declare  what  he  hath  done  for  my  soul. 

17.  I  cried  unto  him  with  my  mouth,  and  he  was 
extolled  with  my  tongue. 

18.  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord 
will  not  hear  me  : 

19.  But  verily  God  hath  heard  me;  he  hath  at- 
tended to  the  voice  of  m^  prayer. 

20.  Blessed  be  God,  which  hath  not  turned  away 
my  prayer,  nor  his  mercy  from  me. 

"  Make  a  joyful  noise  imto  God  all  ye  lands." 

This  also  is  a  Psalm  of  thanksgi\Tng,  after  the 
temble  judgments  are  past,  and  **  the  kingdom  is 
the  Lord's."  "  The  residue  of  men  shall  seek  after 
the  Lord,"  and  they  shall  come,  and  see  his  glory, 
and  shall  worship  the  Lord  in  his  holy  mountain ; 
and  shall  return  to  their  several  localities  in  the  earth 
with  great  gladness  of  heart.  They  shall  make  a 
joyful  noise  imto  God ; 

"  Sing  forth  the  honour  of  his  name ;  (and) 
make  his  praise  glorious." 

"  All  nations  whom  thou  hast  made  shall  come 
and  worship  before  thee,  0  Lord,  and  shall  glorify 
thy  name :  for  thou  art  great,  and  doest  wondrous 
things,  thou  art  God  alone."  (Psalm  Ixxxvi.  8,  9). 
His  will  shall  then  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  now 
done  in  heaven ;  and  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled 
with  his  glory. 
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Say  unto  God,  How  terrible  art  thou  in  tliy 
works  1  through  the  greatnefls  of  thy 
power  ha\'^  thine  enemies  submitted  them- 
selves imAo  thee.** 


The  Tenmant  of  Jacob  were  eye-witnesses,  when 
the  heathen  rapped,  and  the  kingdoms  were  moved, 
when  be  uttered  his  voice,  and  th«e  earth  melted ;" 
then  they  beheld  tlie  works  of  the  Lord,  what  de- 
solations he  made  in  the  «arth,  in  overthrowing 
the  cities  and  kingdoms,  and  burning  the  inhabi- 
tants, so  that  few  men  were  left.  Now  then,  let 
them  give  glory  unto  his  holy  name,  and  hear  him 
saying,  "  Be  stnl,  and  know  tliat  I  Bm  God  :  I  titII 
be  exalted  among  the  heathen  ;  I  will  be  exalted  in 
the  earth  ;"  and  let  them  sav  unto  God,  "  How  ter- 
rible  art  thou  in  thy  works,  for  through  the  great- 
ness of  thy  power  have  thine  enemies  submitted 
themselves  unto  thee,"  i.  e.  the  few  survivors, 
(numbering  it  may  be  two  or  three  millions  out  of 
many  hundreds  of  Qiillions).  "  As  soon  as  they 
hear  of  him,  they  shall  obey  him ;  the  strangers 
shall  submit  themselves  unto  him."  (Psalm  xviii. 
44.) 

•*  All  the  earth  shall  worship  thee,  and  sliall 
sing  unto  thee:  they  shall  sing  to  thy 
name." 

"  For  from  the  rising  of  the  sim,  even  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  same,  my  name  shall  be  great 
amongfthe  Gentiles :  and  in  every  place  incense 
shall  be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering : 
for  my  name  shall  be  great  among  the  heathen, 
saJth  the  Lord  of  hosts."     (Mai.  i.  2.) 


-^. 
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"  Come  and  see  the  works  of  God ;  he  is  ter- 
rible in  his  doing  toward  the  chidren  of 
men." 

"  He  tiUTied  the  sea  into  dry  land  :  we  went 
through  the  flood  on  foot ;  there  did  we 
rejoice  in  him." 

Among  the  great  and  terrible  works  of  God,  in 
that  day,  will  be  his  mighty  deliverance  of  the  rem- 
nant (of  Israel),  whom  the  Lord  onr  God  shall  call. 
A  casual  reader  would  suppose  that  the  reference 
here  is  to  the  old  story  of  the  deliverance  of  Israel 
in  the  Red  Sea ;  but  the  matter  is  far  otherwise, 
for  the  first  passage  through  the  sea  was  but  the 
type  of  a  still  more  wonderful  deliverance  ;  for  in 
that  day,  God  will  literally  turn  the  sea  into  dry 
land,  "  there  shall  be  no  more  sea ;"  for  he  will  say 
to  the  deep,  "  Be  dry,  and  I  will  dry  up  the  rivers." 
(Isaiah  xliv.  27.)  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  in 
that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  beat  off  from  the 
channel  of  the  river  unto  the  stream  of  Egypt,  and 

?'e  shall  be  gathered  one  by  one,  0  ye  cmlaren  of 
srael."  (Isaiah  xxvii.  12.)  Thus  shall  they  go 
through  the  flood  on  foot ;  and  there  shall  they 
rejoice  in  him ;  for  "the  great  trumpet  shall  be  blown ; 
and  they  shall  come  who  were  ready  to  perish  in 
tlie  land  of  Assyria,  and  (also)  the  outcasts  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  shall  worship  the  Lord  in  the 
holy  mount,  at  Jerusalem  ;"  (Isaiah  xxviL  13);  they 
shall  ask  the  way  to  Zion  with  their  faces  thitherwardL 
"  They  shall  return,  and  come  to  Zion,  with  songs 
and  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads ;"  and  shall 
meet  their  manifested  God,  at  the  appointed  spot, 
for  "  the  Lord  shall  suddenly  come  to  his  temple, 
even  the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  whom  ye  de- 
light in,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts," 
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"  He  nileth  by  his  power  for  ever :  his  eyeg 
behold  the  natious :  let  not  the  rebellious 
exalt  themselves." 

'^  Behold,  the  man  whose  name  is  the  Branch  ;  he 
shall  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord :  and  he  shall  bear 
the  glory  :  and  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  his  throne :" 
(Zech.  vi.  13.)  "  For  in  mercy  shall  the  throne  be 
established,  and  he,  shall  sit  upon  it  in  truth,  in  the 
tabernacle  of  David,  judging  and  seeking  judg- 
ment, and  hasting  righteousness."  (Isaiah  xvi.  6.) 
This  is  he  who  shall  rule  by  his  power  for  ever : 
**  ruling  the  world  in  righteousness  and  miniRtcring 

{'udgment  to  the  people  in  uprightness :"  his  eyes 
)ehold,  and  his  eyehds  try  the  children  of  men. 
There  is  no  creature  that  is  not  manifest  in  his  sight; 
for  all  thinc^  aix3  naked  and  open  to  the  eyes  of 
him  with  \vhom  we  have  to  do. 


"  0  bless  our  God,  ye  people,  and  make  the 
voice  of  his  praise  to  be  heard." 

"  Who  holdetli  our  souls  in  life,  and  suflFereth 
net  our  feet  to  be  moved." 

"  Bless  the  Lord,  0  oiu*  souls,  and  all  that  is 
-within  us  bless  his  holy  name."  Should  not  a  man 
bless  his  benefactor  t  And  who  is  like  unto  the 
Lord  our  God,  who  loadeth  us  with  benefits,  and 
crowncth  us  mth  lo\ang-kindness,  and  tender  mer- 
cies ?  Bless  liim,  for  this  crowning  work  of  good- 
ness and  mercv,  that  *'  He  so  loved  the  world  as  to 
give  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
heveth  in  him,  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlast- 
ing life."  Bless  him  in  whom  we  live,  and  move, 
an<l  have  our  being :  who  holdeth  our  soul  in  life, 
and  sufifereth  uol  ovjcc  ^vi^t  t«  be  moved. 


THEY  SHALL  SAY,  THE  LOUD  IS  MY  GOD.       609 

"Thou,   0   God,   hast  proved  us;  thou   hast 
tried  us,  as  silver  is  tried." 

Israel,  in  the  person  of  its  head  and  leader,  pro- 
ceeds to  recount  the  dealings  of  God  with  them  in 
their  late  trial  of  affliction,  according  to  that  word 
in  Jeremiah,  "  Behold,  I  will  melt  them,  and  try 
them  ;  for  how  shall  I  do  for  the  daughter  of  my 
people  f  and  according  to  that  word  in  Malachi, 
lii.  3,  "  He  shall  sit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  silver : 
and  he  shall  purify  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  purge 
them  as  gold  and  silver,  that  they  may  oflFer  unto 
the  Lord  an  Dffering  in  righteousness.''  It  is  the 
purpose  of  G  od,  (slh  with  all  saints)  so  especially 
with  the  remnant  of  Israel,  that  they^  should  through 
much  tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ; 
he  will  sift  the  children  of  Israel,  as  through  a  seive, 
two  parts  shall  be  cut  off  and  die ;  "  And  I  will 
bring  the  (remaining)  third  part  through  the  fire, 
and  will  refine  them  as  silver  is  refined,  and  will 
try  them  as  gold  is  tried ;  they  shall  call  on  my 
name,  and  I  will  hear  them,  I  will  say,  It  is  my 
people,  and  they  shall  say,  The  Lord  is  my  God." 
(Zechariah  xiii.  9). 

"  Thou  brbughtest  us  into  the  net ;  thou  laidst 

affiction  upon  our  loins." 
"  Thou   hast   caused  men  to   ride   over   our 

heads ;  we  went  through  fire  and  through 

water  :  but  thou  broughtest  us  out  into  a 

wealthy  place." 

What  the  peculiar  trials  are,  which  they  shall 
have,  does  not  as  yet  fully  appear,  further  than 
that  thev  shall  be  subjectea  to'  severe  persecution, 
under  the  cruel  government  and  tyranny  of  the 
personal  Antichrist^  of  whom  it  is  written,  that  *'  bj^ 
39 
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upeiieth  not  the  house  of  his  prisoners ;"  ^eat  num- 
bers of  Abraham's  literal  descendants  will  be  found 
enchained  in  prison  houses  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
coming;  and  which  indeed  is  one  great  cause  for 
his  then  appearing,  Kkeas  of  old,  when  he  appeared 
to  Moses  m  the  bush,  and  said,  *'  I  have  seen,  I 
have  seen  the  affliction  of  my  people,  who  are  in 
E^ypt,  and  have  heard  their  groanmff."     So  now, 
it  IB  recorded  in  the  102nd  Psalm,  of  that  day,  that 
when  from  heaven  *'  The  Lord  shall  behold  the 
earth,  he  will  hear  the  groaning  <)f  the  prisoners, 
and  will  loose  those  that  are  appointed  to  death ; 
and  they  shall  come,  and  declare  the  name  of  the 
Lord  in  Zion,  and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem;  when 
the  people  are  gathered  together,  and  tlie  king- 
doms, to  serve  the  Lord."     "  They  shall  go  through 
fire  and  through  water ;''  "  but  when  thou  passest 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through 
the  rivers  they  shall  not  overflow  thee,  when  thou 
walkest  through  the  fire  thou  shalt  not  be  burned 
neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee,  for  I  am 
the  Lord  thy  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy 
Saviour."  (Isaiah,  xliii.  2).     ^  Thou  broughtest  us 
out  into  a  wealthy  place :"  thus,   after  great  pri- 
vations and  trials,  when  ''  they  cried  unto  the  Lord 
in  their  trouble,  he   delivered   them  out  of  their 
distresses.     And  he  led  them  forth  by  the  right 
wav,  that  they  might  go  to  (the)  city  of  habitation ; 
and  sow  the  iields,  and  plant  vineyards,  which  may 
yield  fruits  of  increase."     This  is  the  wealthy  place 
to  which  they  eventually  arrive.  Jerusalem,  the 
(then)  perfection  of  beauty,  and  joy  of  the  whole 
earth;  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most 
High  ;  •*  the  throne  of  the  Lord,^'  to  which  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  gathered,  at  the  stated 
jeasuns,  and  appointed  feasts.  (Jeremiah  iii.  17). 


1 17ILL  OFFER  BULLOCKS  WITH  GOATS,         611 

"  I  will  ^o  into  thy  house  with  burnt  oflFerings ; 
I  will  pay  thee  my  vows." 

The  speaker  is  the  Lord;  "a  priest  upon  his 
throne;"  the  Chief  Priest ;  "an  High  Priest  for  ever, 
after  the  order  of  Melchizedek."  On  entering  into 
the  wealthy  place,  even  the  holy  city,  he  suddenly 
appears  in  his  temple  ;  and  his  presence  there  is  to 
worship  the  Lord,  to  oflFer  burnt  offerings,  and  to 
pay  his  vows. 

"  Which  my  Hps  have  uttered,  and  my  mouth 
hath  epoken,  when  I  was  in  trouble." 

It  is  written  of  Jephthah  the  Gileadite,  that  he 
vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  "  If  thou 
shalt,  without  fail,  deliver  the  children  of  Ammon, 
into  mine  hands,  then  it  shall  be,  that  whosoever 
Cometh  forth  of  the  doors  of  my  house  to  meet  me, 
when  I  return  in  peace  from  the  children  of  Ammon, 
shall  surely  be  the  Lord's,  and  I  will  offer  it  up  for 
a  burnt  offering."  God  gave  him  the  victory  over 
his  enemies,  and  his  daughter  came  forth  to  wel- 
come him.  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  he  saw 
her,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  said,  Alas  my 
daughter  I  thou  hast  brought  me  very  low,  for  I 
have  opened  my  mouth  unto  the  Lori  and  I  can- 
not go  back."  In  this  we  have  an  illustration  of 
what  it  is  to  vow  mito  the  Lord,  and  to  perform  it ; 
thus  shall  our  great  High  Priest  vow  unto  the 
Lord  his  God,  and  "  will  daily  perform  his  vows." 
(Psalm  Ixi.  8.; 

"  I  will  offer  unto  thee  burnt  offerings  of  fat- 
lings,  with  the  incense  of  rams :  I  will 
offer  bullocks  with  goats." 


tS12      COME  AND  HEAR  ALL  YE  THAT  FEAR  GOD. 

There  is  but  one  sacrifice  for  sin ;  all  the  sacri- 
fices which  were  under  the  law  were  typical  of 
that  one  only  acceptable  sacrifice ;  so  in  the  ages 
to  come,  there  will  assuredly  be  a  continuance 
of  le^l  sacrifices,  as  prototypes  of  the  one,  holy 
sacrifice ;  obviously  intended  for  the  same  end  as 
tiie  ordiuanoe  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  instituted, 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  it,  by  lively  svmbols, 
through  all  generations.  Let  not  the  relbelhous 
exalt  themselves,  and  say,  that  such  things  shall 
not  be.  Who  art  thou,  0  man,  that  repliest  against 
God  I  Search  the  scriptures,  and  they  will  clearly 
shew  thee,  that  such  is  the  good  pleasure  of  God ; 
and  his  will  sliall  be  done,  though  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  should  conspire  to  prevent  it.  When 
the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion,  he  will  appear  in  his 
glory.  (Psalm  cii.)  He  prays  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  great  consummation,  in  the  5(>th  Psalm, 
verse  18,  "  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleasure  unto  Zion, 
build  thou  the  walls  •f  Jerusalem.  Then  shalt  thou 
be  pleased  with  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness,  with 
burnt  offering,  and  whole  burnt  offering ;  then  shall 
they  offer  bimocks  upon  thine  altar." 

"  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I 
will  declare  what  he  hath  done  for  my 
soul.'' 

An  invitation  is  here  given  by  the  Lord  Jesus  to 
all  his  brethren  who  fear  God,  to  come,  and  listen 
to  the  marvellous  relation  of  the  great  things  which 
God  had  done  for  his  soul ;  who  had  by  the  eternal 
spirit  enabled  him  to  present  himself,  without  spot 
uiito  God ;  "  who  brought  him  up  also  out  of  an 
horrible  pit  (even  the  lowest  hell)  and  out  of  the. 
miry  clay ;  who  oet  bi&  feet  upon  a  rock,  establish- 


I  CREED  UNTO  HIM  WITH  MY  MOUTH.  613* 

ing  his  goings,  and  put  a  new  song  in  his  mouth, 
even  praise  unto  our  God,  many  shall  see  it  (and 
have  seen  it)  and  fear,  and  shall  trust  in  the  Lord." 
This  is  in  substance  his  relation  of  what  God  hath 
done  for  his  soul ;  and  to  this  end,  it  is  related, 
that  men  should  have  their  joy  and  confidence  in 
God  increased. 

**  I  cried  imto  him  with  my  mouth,  and  he  was 
extolled  with  my  tongue." 

"I  love  the  Lord  (he  saith  in  the  116th  Psalm) 
because  he  hath  heard  my  voice,  and  my  sup- 
plications. Because  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto 
me,  therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I 
live.*' 

**  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord 
wiD  not  hear  me." 

He  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are  (and 
if  be  had  not  been  temptible,  or  liable  to  fall,  why 
was  he  tempted  I  or  wherein  would  consist  the 
glory  of  his  overcoming  temptation?).  He  might 
have  regarded  iniquity  m  his  heart,  and  if  he  had, 
then  the  Lord  would  not  have  heard  him ;  for  God 
heareth  not  sinners,  but  if  any  man  be  a  worshipper 
of  God,  and  doeth  his  will,  him  he  heareth.  "  Though 
he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the 
things  which  he  suflFered ;  and  being  made  perfect, 
he  became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  all 
them  who  obey  him." 

"  But  verily  God  hath  heard  me  ;  he  hath  at- 
tended to  the  voice  of  my  ptaye^T." 


814  GOD  HATH  NOT  TURNED  AWAY-  MY  PRAYER. 

Why  did  God  hear  him  ?  "  Because  he  feared 
God,  and  wae  afraid  before  his  name.  The  law  of 
truth  was  in  his  mouth,  and  inianiity  was  not  found 
in  his  lips:  he  walked  with  Gtoii,  in  peace  and 
equity,  and  did  turn  many  awajr  from  iniquitjr,** 
(Mal.ii.8).  God  did  indeed  prove  his  heart;  He  visit- 
ed him  in  the  ni^ht,  (that  season  wlien  the  man  of 
God  is  most  likely  to  be  ofiT  his  guard)  tried  him, 
but  found  nothing,  because  he  was  purposed  that 
his  mouth  should  not  transgress,  (rsaun  xvii.  3). 
Thus  God  heard  him,  and  whatsoever  he  asked  of 
God,  he  received,  as  he  himself  acknowledges  at 
the  grave  of  Lazarus,  "  Father,  I  thank  thee,  that 
thou  hast  heard  me,  and  I  knew  that  thou  hearest 
me  always."  He  had  asked  that  God  would  raise 
Lazarus  from  the  dead ;  and  God  heard  him,  and 
granted  liim  the  request  of  his  lips ;  as  he  did  on 
all  occasions ;  for  all  he  did  was  done  by  God,  in 
answer  to  his  prayers ;  he  never  failed  m  any  re- 
quest, because  he  always  did  those  things  that 
pleased  God. 

"  Blessed  be  God,  who  hath  not  turned  away 
my  prayer,  nor  his  mercy  from  me." 

As  God  heard  and  answered  all  his  petitions,  so 
did  his  soul  respond  to  God  with  the  voice  of 
thanksgiving  and  praise.  "  Blessed  be  God,  who 
hath  not  turned  away  my  prayer,  nor  his  mercy 
from  me." 


PSALM    LXVII. 

1.  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us-;  and 
cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us;     Selah. 

2.  That  tlijrway  may  be  knowa  upon  earth,  tliy 
saving'  health  among  all  nations; 

3.  Eet  the  people  praise  thee,  O'God^;  let  all  the 
people  praise  thee. 

4.  0  let  the  nations  be  glad;  and  sing  for  joy : 
for  ihoU'  flhalt  jiidge  the  people  righteously,  and. 
govern  the  nations  upon  earth.     Selah, 

5.  Let  the  people  praise  thee,  0"  God ;  let  all  th® 
people  praise  thee. 

6.  Then  shall  the  earth  yield  her  increase ;  and 
Godj  even  our  own  God,  shall  bless  us. 

T^  God'  shall  bless  us ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  shall  fear  him; 

"God  be  merciful  untb  us,  and  bless  us ;  and 
cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us," 

"  That  thy  way  may  be  known  upon  the  earth, 
tihy  saving  health  among  all  nations." 

In  this  Psalm^  the  salvation  of  Israel  is  supposed 
to  have  come  to  Zion  :  to  his  rest  for  ever :  "  the 
place  of  his  throne,'*  through  endless  generations. 
As  the  head  and  king  of  Israel,  he  lifts  up  the 
voice  of  prayer ;  as  the  ffreat  High  Priest,  he  mter- 
cedes  for  the  people  saymg,  "  God  be  merciful  unto 
us,  and  bless  us ;  and  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon 
us:"  "cause  thy  face  to  shine  and  we  shall  be  saved." 
The  blessings  conferred  on  fallen  men  come  uiidev 
t  he  designation  of  mercies,  and  wiW  coiel^  >3ccA<^"t 


616  THE  RECEIVING  OF  ISRAEL,  LIFE  FROM  TIIE  DEAD. 

this  appellation  for  ever.     Tlnm  our  Lord  himself, 
though  in  himself  holy  as  God  is  holy,  and  pure  as 
God  is  pure,  yet  being  the  head  of  our  fallen  race, 
and  himself  numbered  with  the  transgressors,  he, 
throughout  the  Psalms,  expresses  his  need  of  the 
mercy  of  God  ;  as  for  instance,  in  the  52nd  Psalm, 
"  But  I  am  like  a  green  olive  tree  in  the  house  of 
God ;  I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  for  ever  and 
ever :"  and  in  the  89th  Psalm.  "  I  will  sing  of  the 
mercies  of  the   Lord  for   ever:  with   my  mouth 
will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulness  to  all  gene- 
rations."    God  will  yet  have  mercy  on  his  ancient 
Israel,  and  will  yet  choose  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
and  will  set  them  in  their  own  land,  and  cause  his 
face  to  shine  upon  them;  "And  the  remnant  of 
Jacob  shall  be  \\\  the  midst  of  many  people,  as  a 
dew  from  the  Lord ;  as  the  showers  upon  the  graps, 
that  tarrieth  not  for  man,  nor  waiteth  for  the  sons 
of  men."    (Micah  v.   7).     Thus  shall  liis  way  be 
known  upon  earth,   his  saving  healtli   among  all 
nations.     And  lorasmuch  as,  now  the  Gentiles  pro- 
claim the  gospel  to  the  Jews,  the  time  is  coming 
when  the  Jews  will  be  God's  messengers  of  mercy 
to  the  remnant  of  the  Gentiles ;  "  they  shall  go  to 
the  Isles  afar  oflF,  that  have  not  heard  his  fame, 
neither  have  seen  his  glory  ;  and  they  shall  declare 
his  glory  among  the  Gentiles."  (Isaiah  Ixvi.  lU). 
"  Thus  as  the  casting  away  of  them  was  the  recon- 
ciling of  the  world,  what  shall  the  recei^ang  of  tliem 
be,  but  life  from  the  dead."     Being  again  grafted 
into  their  own  olive  tree,  they  shall  all  be  saved, 
and  be  God's  iiiBtruinonts  in  the  salvation  of  the 
remnant  of  the    Gentiles.     "  0  the  depth  of  the 
riches,  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God, 
how  unsearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways 
past  finding  out.  (see  Kom.  xi.  15,  &c.) 


LET  THE  NATIONS  BE  GLAD  AND  REJOICE.      617 

"  Let  the  people  praise  thee,  0  God ;  let  al)  the 
people  praise  thee." 

"  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praise  him :  all  ye  the 
geed  of  Jacob  glorify  him ;  fear  him  all  ye  the  seed 
of  Israel."  **  Isi-ael  shall  rejoice  in  him  that  made 
him ;  the  children  of  Zion  shall  be  joyful  in  their 
king.  They  shall  praise  his  name  m  the  dance, 
they  shall  sing  praises  unto  him  with  the  timbrel 
and  harp."  The  people  shall  lift  iip  the  voice  of 
praise'  to  God  continually,  for  He,  and  He  only  is 
worthy  to  be  praised,  in  whom  all  fulness  of  excel- 
lence dwells. 

"  0  let  the  nations  be  glad  and  sing  for  joy  : 
for  thou  shalt  judge  the  people  righteously, 
and  govern  the  nations  upon  earth." 

His  reign  shall  be  glorious ;  men  shall  be  blessed 
in  him ;  all  nations  shall  call  him  blessed.  Having 
at  his  coming  vindicated  his  glorious  character  as 
King  of  righteousness,  he  is  after  that,  confirmed  as 
King  of  Salem,  which  is  King  of  peace.  His  king- 
dom shall  be  peace,  abundance  of  peace,  so  long  as 
the  moon  endureth.  There  will  be  positive  happi- 
ness in  all  the  social  circles  throu^out  the  whole 
earth :  all  cares  and  anxieties,  and  sickness  and 
sorrow  shall  flee  away ;  violence  shall  be  no  more 
heard  in  the  land ;  wasting  nor  destruction  within 
their  borders.  Every  man  shall  dwell  under  his 
vine,  and  under  his  fig-tree,  in  peace ;  and  God 
himself  will  be  the  perennial  spring,  and  never-fail- 
ing source  of  joy  to  all  peoples,  and  kindreds  and 
nations,  and  tongues.  He  will  "judge  the  people 
righteously,  and  govern  the  nations  upon  earth.' 


618     THE  EARTH  SH.VLL  YIELD  HER  INCREASE. 

"  Let  the  peoj)le  iM-aise  thee,  0  God  ;  yea,  let 
all  the  people  pi-aise  thee*" 

Praise  is  the  noblest  employment  of  man ;  and 
God  himself  is  its  proper  object,  for  he  is  both 
OUT  Ci-eator  and  Redeemer.     "  0  that  men  would 

S raise  the  Lord  for  his  ^odness,  and  for  his  won- 
erfiil  works  unto  the  chSdren  of  men  ;'^  and  for 
this  the  most  wonderful  of  all,  that  God  himself 
enrobed  in  humanity  ^ould  come,  and  make  his 
eternal  abode  with  us,  taking  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment into  his  own  hands,  and  administering  equity 
and  ngliteousness  through  all  the  earth.  It  shall 
indeed  be  times  of  refresliing,  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord.  Because  of  this,  the  nations  skiaXi  1)6 
glad,  and  sing  for  joy,  even  because  he  will  *'  judge 
the  people  righteously,  and  govern  the  nations 
upon  earth." 

"  Then  shall  the  earth  yield  her  increase." 

Then  there  shall  be  no  more  curse.  Thonis  and 
thistles-  shaU  tlie  earth  no  more  bring  forth ;  but 
"  the  Lord  will  eive  that  which  is  good,  and  our 
land  shall  yield  her  increase."  (Psahn  Ixxxv.  12.) 
This  is  an  expression  in  frequent  use  in  the  scrip- 
tures, to  signify  the  time  of  blessing,  when  God 
wiU  pour  out  such  a  copious  abmidance,  that  the 
earth  (as  in  the  seven  plenteous  years  of  Pharaoh's 
dream)  shall  bring  forth  in  hanofuls,  and  so  quick 
will  be  vegetation,  that  before  the  sower  has  well 
finished  his  labour,  the  waving  harvest  will  require 
the  joyful  operation  of  the  reaper.  "  The  meek  shall 
eat  and  be  satisfied." 

"  God,  even  our  God,  shall  bless  us." 


HE  WILL  BEAUTIFY  THE  MEEK  WITff  SALVATION"*^  619 


"  God  shall  bless  us ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the* 
earth  shaU  fear  him." 

In  the  times  of  this  Psalm,  the  new  heavens  and 
new  earth  have  come.  The  glory  of  the  Lord.  (i.e. 
his  Son^  i&  revealed,  "  and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  to- 
gether.' The  house  of  Israel  is  again  the  chosen 
of  God,  and  his  inheritance ;  "  The  seed  of  the 
blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their  offspring  with  them ; 
**  and  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  before  they  call  I 
will  answer :  and  while  they  are  yet  speaking,  1 
will  hear."  (Isaiah  Ixv.  28.)  The  Lord  will  take 
pleasure  in  his  people,  and  will'  beautify  the  meek 
with  salvation."  (rsalm  cxlix.  4.) — God  will  blesa 
them,  and  enrich  them  with  blessings;"  while  their 
highest,  their  imceasing  delight  will  be  in  God  :; 
"  and  the  earth  shaU  be  filled  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  now  cover 
the  sea."  (nab.  ii.  14.) 


PSALM    LXVIII. 

Let  God  arise,  let  his  enemies  be  scattered :  let 
them  also  that  hate  him  flee  before  him. 

2.  As  smoke  is  driven  away,  so  drive  them 
away :  as  wax  melteth  before  the  fire,  so  let  the 
wicked  perish  at  the  presence  of  God. 

3.  But  let  the  righteous  be  glad  :  let  them  rejoice 
before  God ;  yea,  let  them  exceedingly  rejoice. 

4.  Sing  unto  God,  sing  praises  to  his  name  :  ex- 
tol him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  by  his  name 
JAH,  and  rejoice  before  him. 

f),  A  father  of  the  fatherless,  and  a  judge  of  the 
widows,  is  God  in  his  holy  habitation. 

6.  God  setteth  the  solitaiy  in  families  :  he 
bringeth  out  those  which  are  bound  with  chains: 
but  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land. 

7.  0  God  ;vhen  thou  wentest  forth  before  thy 
people,  when  thou  didst  march  through  the  wilder- 
ness ;  Selah  : 

8.  The  earth  shook,  the  heavens  also  dropped  at 
the  presence  of  God :  even  Sinai  itself  was  moved 
at  the  presence  of  God,  the  God  of  Israel. 

9.  Thou,  0  God,  didst  send  a  plentiful  rain,  where- 
by thou  didst  confirm  thine  inheritance,  when  it 
was  weary. 

10.  Thy  congregation  hath  dwelt  therein  :  thon 
0  God,  hast  prepared  of  thy  goodness  for  the  poor. 

11.  The  Lora  gave  the  word;  great  was  the 
company  of  those  that  published  it. 

12.  Kings  of  armies  did  flee  apace ;  and  she 
that  tarried  at  home  divided  the  spoil. 
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13.  Though  ye  have  Hen  among  the  pots,  yet 
shall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with 
silver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold. 

14.  When  the  Almighty  scattered  kings  in  it, 
it  was  white  as  snow  in  Salmon. 

15.  The  hill  of  God  is  as  the  hill  of  Bashan  ;  an 
high  hill,  as  the  hill  of  Bashan. 

16.  Why  leap  ye,  ye  hi<jh  hills?  this  is  the  hill 
which  God  desireth  to  dwell  in ;  yea,  the  Lord  will 
dwell  in  it  for  ever. 

17.  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thousand, 
even  thousands  of  angels :  the  Lord  is  among  them, 
as  in  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place. 

18.  Thou  hast  ascended  on  high,  thou  hast  led 
captivity  captive :  thou  hast  received  gifts  for  men ; 
yea,  for  the  rebellous  also,  that  the  Lord  God 
might  dwell  among  them. 

19.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us 
with  benefits,  even  the  God  of  our  salvation.  Selah. 

20.  He  that  is  our  God  is  the  God  of  salvation ; 
and  unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues  trom 
death. 

21.  But  God  shall  woimd  the  head  of  his  enemies, 
and  the  hairy  scalp  of  such  an  one  as  goeth  on  still 
in  his  trespasses. 

22.  The  Lord  said,  I  will  bring  again  from  Ba- 
shan ;  I  will  bring  my  people  again  from  the  depths 
of  the  sea : 

23.  That  tiiy  foot  may  be  dipped  in  the  blood  of 
thine  enemies,  and  the  tongue  of  thy  dogs  in  the 
same. 

24.  They  have  seen  thy  goings,  0  God;  even 
the  goings  of  my  God,  my  Kmg,  m  the  sanctuary. 

25.  The  singers  went  before,  the  players  on  in- 
struments followed  after ;  among  them  were  the 
damsels  playing  with  timbrels. 
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26.  Bless  ye  Grod  in  the  coDgregations,  even  the 
Lord,  from  the  fonmtain  of  Israel 

27.  There  is  Bttle  Benjamin  with  their  ruler, 
the  princes  of  Judah  and  their  councO,  tfie  princes 
of  Zebulun,  and  the  princes  of  NaphtaU. 

28.  Thy  God  batn  commanded  thj  strength: 
strengthen,  0  God,  that  which  thou  hast  wroughtfor 
:«s. 

29.  Because  of  thy  temple  at  Jerusalem  shafl 
kings  bring  presents  unto  thee. 

30.  Rebuke  the  company  of  spearmen,  the  mul- 
titude of  the  bulls,  with  the  -calves  of  the  people, 
till  every  one  submit  himself  with  pieces  of  silver : 
•scatter  thou  the  people  that  delight  in  war. 

31  Princes  shall  come  out  of  Egypt ;  Ethiopia 
shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God. 

32.  Sing  unto  God,  ye  kingdoms  of  the  earth: 
O  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord  ;  Selah  : 

33.  To  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  of  hea- 
vens, which  were  of  old ;  lo,  he  doth  send  out  his 
-voice,  ai>d  that  a  mighty  voice. 

34.  Ascribe  ye  strength  unto  God  :  his  excel- 
lency is  over  Israel,  and  his  strength  is  in  the 
•clouds. 

35.  0  God,  thou  art  terrible  out  of  thy  holy 
places :  ihe  God  of  IkibcI  is  he  that  giveth  strength 
a.nd  power  mito  his  people.    Blessed  be  God, 

"  Let  God  arise,  let  his  enemies  be  scattered : 
let  them  also  that  hate  liim  flee  before  him." 

"  As  smoke  is  diiven  away,  so  drive  them 
away :  as  wax  niolteth  before  the  fire,  so  let 
the  wicked  perisliatthe  presence  of  God." 

A\l)en  Israel  went  thnnigh  the  wildemesH,  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  went  before  them : 
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and  the  cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon  them  by  day : 
and  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  ark  set  forward, 
Moses  said,  "Rise  up.  Lord,  and  let  thine  enemies  be 
scattered  :  and  let  them  that  hate  thee  flee  before 
thee."  (Num.  x.  35.)  As  Joseph  was  a  type  of 
Christ,  so  were  the  children  of  Israel  in  their  pas- 
sage through  the  Red  Sea,  in  their  marchmgs 
through  the  wilderness,  and  entrance  into  Pales- 
tine, types  of  the  final  deliverance  which  awaits 
them  ;  all  these  scenes  are  again  to  be  enacted,  but 
on  a  grander  scale  ;  forasmuch  as  that  which  the 
type  represents,  is  greater  than  the  type.  To  this 
great  truth,  nearly  all  the  prophets  bear  witness ; 
as  for  instance  in  Micah  vii.  15,  "  According  to  the 
days  of  thy  coming  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  will 
I  snew  unto  him  marvellous  things."  And  again 
Hosea  ii.  14,  referring  to  the  same  eventful  period, 
which  will  immediately  precede  his  glorious  ap- 
pearing :  "  Therefore,  behold,  I  will  allure  her,  and 
bring  her  into  the  wilderness,  and  speak  comfortably 
U]ito  her,  and  I  will  give  her  her  vineyards  from 
thence,  and  the  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope : 
and  she  shall  sing  there,  as  in  the  days  of  her  youth, 
and  as  in  the  day  when  she  came  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt :"  and  I  will  betroth  her  to  me  for 
ever.  "  Yea,  I  will  betroth  thee  imto  me  in  righte- 
ousness, and  in  judgment,  and  in  loving-kindness 
and  in  mercies ;  I  will  even  betroth  thee  unto  me 
in  faithfulness;  and  thou  shalt  know  the  Lord." 
The  times  referred  to  in  these  prophecies,  are  in 
this  Psalm  represented  as  accomplishing,  or  being 
accomplished.  **Tlie  time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  at  hand."  Let  God  arise,  let 
him  "  rend  the  heavens,  and  come  down,  that  the 
mountains  may  flow  down  at  bis  presonc^o,  as  when 
the  melting  fire  burneth,  and  the  fire  causeth  the 
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watei-s  to  boil ;  to  make  thy  name  known  io  thine 
adversaries,  that  the  nations  may  tremble  at  thy 
presence ;  then  thou  wilt  do  terrible  things,  tliat 
men  looked  not  for."  (Isaiah  Ixiv.  1).  ^Vhen  once 
thou  art  angry,  **  thou  ^dlt  cause  Judgment  to  be 
heard  from  heaven."  God  will  anso  to  judgment 
and  will  save  all  the  meek  of  the  earth ;  in  that 
day  he  will  make  the  wrath  of  men  to  praise  him. 
He  will  scatter  his  enemies  as  chaff  is  scattered  lie- 
fore  the  wind,  and  as  a  rolling  thing  before  the 
whirlwind.  "  As  smoke  is  driven  away,  so  shall 
they  be  driven  away  ;  and  as  wax  melt^th  before 
the  fire,  so  shall  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  perish 
at  the  presence  of  God."  A  fire  will  ^o  before 
him,  and  will  burn  up  his  enemies  round  about. 
His  fury  will  be  poured  out  like  fire ;  the  earth  T^ill 
be  burned  at  his  presowce  ;  yea,  the  world,  and  all 
that  dwell  therein  ;  yet  will  he  not  make  a  full  end  ; 
but  will  leave  a  small  remnant,  who  will  turn  unto 
him  that  smiteth  them,  and  humble  tlieniKelvos  lie- 
fore  him  ;  and  they  shall  rapidly  multiply  and  again 
replenish  the  earth. 

"  But  let  the  righteous  be  gkid  :  let  them  re- 
joice befoit?  God:  yea,  let  them  exceed- 
ingly rejoice." 

The  righteous  are  they  who  are  justified  by 
faith,  as  it  is  written,  **  Abraham  believed  Goo, 
and  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  righteousness" 
even  so,  righteousness  shall  be  imputed  to  us,  if 
we  believe  that  God  delivered  his  Son  for  our 
offences,  and  raised  him  again  for  our  justification. 
God  said  to  Abraham,  "Lift  up  now  thine  eyes, 
and  look  from  the  place  where  thou  art,  north  ward, 
and  southward,  and  eastward,  and  westward,  for 
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all  the  land  which  thou  Heest,  to  thee  xcill  I  give  it^ 
and  to  thy  seed  for   ever.     Arise,  walk   tliroiigh 
the  land,  in  the  length  of  it,  and  in  the  breadth  of 
it :  for  I  will  give  it  thee :"  and,  "  Look  now  to- 
ward heaven,  and  tell  the  stars,  if  thou  be  able  to 
number  them :  and  he  said  unto  him.  So  shall  thy 
seed  be.     And  Abraham  believed  in  the  Lord  :  and 
he  counted  it  to  him  for  righteousness."     Thus  was 
the  gospel  preached  to  Abraham,  and  thus  did  he 
believe,  and  was  accounted  righteous  before  God. 
The  same  word  is  now  preached  to  us,  even  the 
word  of  the  promise  of  eternal  life,   (which  God, 
who  cannot  he,  promised  before  the  world  began, 
— see  Titus,  Ist  chapter,)  and  as  many  as  beheve 
are  also  reckoned  righteous.     "  So  then  they  which 
be  of  faith,  are  blessed  with  faitliful  Abraham." 
(Gal.  iii.  9).   They  are  the  righteous,  and  are  sealed 
as  such  before  God.     In  the  day  therefore  when 
he  arises  to  judgment,  they  shall  be  glad,  they  shall 
rejoice  before  God,  yea,  tney  shall  exceedingly  re- 
joice ;    for  now  their  redemption   draw^eth  nigh, 
even  the  time  of  the  promise  to  Abraham,  the  time 
of  the  fulfilment  of  the  oath,  which  he  sware  unto 
him,  "  That  he  would  grant  unto  us,  that  we,  being 
delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  might 
serve  him  vnthout  fear  :  in  holiness  and  righteous- 
ness before  him,  all  the  days  of  (an  endless)  life." 
(Luke  i.  74.) 

"  Sing  unto  God,  sing  praises  imto  his  name  : 
extol  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens 
by  his  name  JAH,  and  rejoice  before 
him." 

It  will  be  a  time  of  exuberant,  yea,  of  everlasting 
joy,  when  he  appears  riding  upon  the  heavens,  in 
40 
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the  fiplendonrs  of  iincrented  majesty,  a^H^ompanied 
by  ten  thoiieand  timeH  ten  thoiiBaiid,  and  UiouBands 
of  thoiiBaads,  all  of  them  briglit  and  glorious,  yet 
all  indebted  to  him  for  their  glorj-,  and  their  very 
existence ;  whose  name  alone  is  JAH,  Jehovah. 
The  I  AM  who  knows  no  past,  nor  future  but  an 
eternal  NOW ;  for  I  AM  not  only  dgiiifies  Omni- 
proaence  as  to  space,  but  also  as  to  time,  both  "in 
the  eternal  past,  and  in  the  ebenial  future,  "Who 
shall  not  fear  thee,  0  thou  whose  name  alone  is 
Jehovah  ]  Who  nhall  not  bow  down,  and  adore 
thy  sacred  nmjcsty,  who  humblest  thyself  to  behold 
the  tilings  that  arc  in  heaven,  and  that  are  on  earth; 
by  whose  Almighty  power  the  universe  exists,  and 
is  sustained. 

"  A  father  of  the  fatherless,  and  a  judge  of  the 
widows,  is  God  in  liis  holy  habitation." 

He  has  now  come  clown ;  and  his  holy  habi- 
tation comes  with  him,  for  "  the  taljemacle  of  God 
(Avill  be)  ■with  men,  and  he  vn.]]  dwi-ll  with  them, 
and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God  himself  shall 
be  with  them,  and  be  thoir  God,"  (Kev,  xxii.  .^). 
"  I  will  set  my  eanctuaiy  in  the  midst  of  them  fur 
evermore/'  (Kzckiel  xxxvii,  2fi).  Now  seated  on 
his  eternal  throne,  upon  the  earth,  "justice  and 
judgment  will  be  the  hiibit^ition  of  his  tlirone.'"  and 
"  he  will  jiidge  the  [>oor  of  the  people,  he  "ivill  nave 
the  children  of  the  needy,  and  will  break  in  pieces 
the  oppressor."  "He  will  dehver  the  needy  when  he 
crieth,  the  poor  also,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper ;" 
to  the  fatherless  he  will  be  a  father,  and  to  the 
widow  a  husband,  a  judge  and  a  protector. 

"  God  setteth  the  solitary  in  families ;  ho  bring- 
eth  out  those  that  are  bound  with  chaius : 
but  the  tcbellioua  dwell  in  a  di^'  land." 
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God  is  very  gracioUH ;  even  now  in  this  present 
dispeusation,  he  in  hie  wonderful  providence  often- 
times Bets  the  solitary  (orphan)  iu  families  ;  but 
these  words,  as  indeed  the  whole  Paalm,  refer  to 
the  time  of  his  kingdom,  '•  when  the  earth  shall  be 
the  Lord's,  and  he  will  be  the  Governor  among  the 
nations."  "  He  bringeth  out  those  that  are  bound 
with  chains,"  i.  e,  the  prisoners  of  the  man,  who 
"  openeth  not  the  house  of  hie  prieonere."  (Isaiah 
xiv.  171.  At  the  timo  when  these  events  begin  to 
be  reahzed,  the  personal  Antichrist  will  be  the  sup- 
reme ruler  of  the  earth  ;  he  is  described  as  a  "  fierce 
king,"  "  a  cniel  Lord ;"  and  many  of  Israel's  chil- 
dren will,  by  his  command,  be  immured  in  dun- 
ffL-ons,  with  no  hope  of  release.  But  when  the 
Lord  ehall  break  "  the  Assyrian"  in  his  land,  and 
upon  his  mountains  tread  liim  under  foot,  then  will 
his  yoke  depart  from  off  them,  and  hie  burden  de- 
part from  off  their  shouldere.  (Isaiah  xiv.  25). 
When  the  Lord  hath  broken  and  overthrown  Anb- 
chriet,  he  will  release  hie  people,  and  "  will  say  to 
the  prisoners,  Go  forth  ;  to  them  that  are  in  dark- 
neee,  Shew  yourselves:  then  shall  they  feed  in  the 
ways,  and  their  pastures  shall  be  in  all  nigh  places  :"  . 
they  ehall  eeek  the  way  to  Zion,  with  their  facee 
thitherward,  and  "  they  shall  come  to  Zion  with 
eonge,  and  with  everlaiBting  joy  upon  their  heads." 
"  They  shall  come  to  the  place  of  the  name  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  the  mount  Zion,"  and  wiU  ■worehip 
■  the  Lord  their  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  then- 
Redeemer.  Thus  will  the  Lord  hear  the  groaning 
of  the  prisoners;  and  when  he  has  destroyed  the 
chief  jaoler,  he  will  set  at  liberty  the  captives,  and 
loose  those  that  were  appointed  to  death.  "  But 
the  rebellions  shall  dwell  m  a  dry  land,"  even  "  the 
land  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death ;  a  land 
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of  darkness,  as  darkuess  itself,  aud  of  tho  shadow 
of  death,  without  any  order,  and  where  the  Bght  is 
darkness."  (Job  x.  22).  "  They  shall  dwell  in  a  dry 
land :"  '^tbey  shall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  deseit, 
and  sliall  not  see  when  good  cometh  ;  but  shall  in- 
habit the  parched  places  of  tbe  wilderness,  a  salt 
land,  not  inhabited.  *  (Jeremiah  xvii.  6). 

"  0  God,  when  thou  wentest  forth  before  thy 
people ;  when  thou  didst  march  througn 
the  wilderness;" 

"  The  earth  shook,  the  heavens  also  dropped 
at  the  presence  of  God ;  Sinai  iteelf  was 
moved  at  the  presence  of  God,  the  God 
of  Israel." 

A  cursory  reader  would  at  once  conclude,  that 
these  words  have  reference  to  Israel  in  the  wilder- 
nes^«i,  when  the  law  was  promulgated,  with  awful 
solemnities  from  Sinai;  but  the  w4iole  Psalm  on- 
wards sliews  that  the  events  are  future,  and  refer 
to  that  coming  day,  when  God  wiU  shake  the  earth 
and  cause  the  heavens  to  drop,  or  disiinpear  (like 
as  when  a  curtain  drops,  and  the  scene  disappears) 
as  it  is  wi-itten,  "  Yet  once  more,  I  shake  not  the 
earth  only,  but  ^Iso  heaven ;"  which  word  "  yet 
once  more,"  signifies  the  removing  of  those  things 
that  are  shaken,  as  of  things  that  are  made  (by 
himian  hands)  that  those  things  which  cannot  be 
shaken,  may  remain."  There  is  then  in  store  for 
the  literal  Israel,  a  manifestation  of  the  divine  glory, 
like  (but  even  in  gi-eater  fulness)  as  when  he  came 
forth  with  triumph  from  the  land  of  Egj^t.  The 
song,  which  Moses  and  the  children  of  Isniel  then 
sung  unto  the  l.ord,  was  inspired ;  it  was  prophetic 
cf  that  futme  tiiumph,  which  awaits  them,  when 
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He  who  hath  loved  them  with  an  everlafitiiig  love, 
will  return  to  them  with  mercieB,  and  bleRsingH, 
which  will  never  bo  interrupted,  and  never  end. 
*'  I  will  fflng  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed 
gloriously :  the  horse  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown 
into  the  sea.  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  song, 
and  he  is  become  my  salvation :  he  is  my  (xod, 
and  I  will  prepare  for  him  an  habitation :  my  fa- 
ther's God,  and  I  will  exalt  him.  Thy  right  hand, 
O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power :  thy  right 
hand,  0  Lord,  hath  dashed  in  pioces  the  enemy. 
And  in  the  greatness  of  thine  excellency,  thou  hast 
overthrowja  them  that  rose  up  against  thee :  thou 
sen  test  forth  thy  wrath,  which  consumed  them  as 
stubble.  Who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among 
the  gods?  \Vlio  is  like  thee,  glorious  in  holiness, 
fearful  in  praises,  doing  wonders.  Thou  stretchest 
out  thy  nght  hand,  the  earth  swallowed  tliem. 
Thou,  in  thy  mercv,  hast  led  forth  the  people, 
whom  thou  hast  redeemed ;  thou  hast  guided  them 
in  thy  strength  unto  thy  hohf  habitation.  Thou  shalt 
bring  them  m,  and  plant  them  in  the  mountain  of 
thine  inheritance,  in  the  place,  0  Lord,  which  thou 
hast  made  for  thee  to  dwell  in :  in  the  sanctuary, 
O  Lord,  which  thy  hands  have  established.  "  The 
Lord  shall  reign  for  ever  and  everT  (Exodus  xv.  1,  &c.) 

"  Thou,  0  God,  didst  send  a  plentiful  rain, 
whereby  thou  didst  confirm  thine  inheri- 
tance, when  it  was  weary.'' 

Referring  to  this  identical  blessing  of  a  plentiful 
rain,  at  this  particidar  juncture,  it  is  said,  in  Isaiah 
xliii.  19,  "  Behold,  I  ^vill  do  a  new  thing  ;  now  shall 
it  spring  forth ;  shall  ye  not  know  it  ?  I  will  even 
make  a  way  (or  passage  of  water)  in  the  wilderness, 
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and  rivers  in  the  desert,  to  give  drink  to  my  people, 
my  chosen.  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself ; 
they  shall  shew  forth  mjr  nraise."  This  is  the 
Lord's  flock,  who  were  carried  away  captive.  "  The 
renmant  shall  return  even  the  renmant  of  Jacob, 
unto  the  mighty  God."  "  And  he  will  feed  his  flock 
like  a  shepherd ;  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his 
ami,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and  shall  gently 
lead  those  that  are  with  young.**  "  And  ve  my 
flock,  the  flock  of  my  pasture,  are  men,  and  I  am 
your  God,  saith  the  Lord  God."  (Ezekiel  xxxiv. 
31.)  "Hungry  and  thirsty,  their  soul  fainted  in 
them  ;  then  they  cried  imto  the  Lord,  in  their 
trouble,  and  he  delivered  them  out  of  their  dis- 
tresses ;  and  he  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way, 
that  they  might  go  to  the  city  of  habitation." 
There  is  but  one  city,  on  which  the  hearts  of  all 
true  iFiraelites  are  bent;  their  future  and  everlasting 
capital,  and  the  glory  of  the  whole  earth. 

"  Thy  congregation  hath  dwelt  (shall  dwell) 
therein :  thou,  0  God,  hast  prepared  of 
thy  goodness  for  the  poor." 

Thus,  already  to  faith,  the  holy  people,  the  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord,  an*  in  occupancv  of  the  holy 
city,  the  city  of  tlie  Lord  of  host*:,  the  holy  place  of 
the  tiibcmacles  of  the  Most  High.  In  that  city, 
and  in  those  times  (now  fast  approaching)  there 
will  be  no  po(>r,  for  God  the  Lord  wiU  of  his  good- 
ness prepare  for  the  poor  :  *'  ho  will  lift  the  poor  out 
of  the  dust,  and  the  needy  from  the  dunghill,  to  set 
them  among  princes,  even  among  the  princes  of 
the  people.  He  will  make  also  the  barren  woman 
to  keep  hoiis(%  and  to  be  a  joj^ul  mother  of  child- 
ren :  praise  ye  the  Lord." 
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"  The  Lord  gave  the  word  :   great  was   the 
company  of  them  that  published  it." 

What  word  was  it,  which  the  Lord  gave,  and 
which  was  pubKshed  by  a  great  company?  At 
this  crisis,  it  can  be  no  other  word,  than  that  which 
is  alluded  to  in  the  4()th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  where  it 
is  written,  "  0  Zion,  that  bringest  good  tidings,  get 
thee  up  into  the  high  mountam  :  0  Jerusalem,  that 
bringest  good  tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice  with  strength : 
lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid:  say  unto  the  cities  of  Judah, 
Behold  your  God."  At  his  first  coming,  the  glad 
tidings  to  be  proclaimed  were  *'  That  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  was  at  hand,"  that  the  reign  of  God  was 
approaching,  but  at  his  second  coming,  the  tidings 
are  still  more  excellent,  for  now  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  w  conie :  the  reign  of  God  has  commenced ; 
for  the  salvation  of  Israel  has  come  to  Zion,  and 
they  shall  say  unto  the  cities  of  Judah,  *' Behold  your 
God;"  as  it  is  written,  "How  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains,  are  the  feet  of  them  that  publish  sal- 
vation, and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things." 
But  to  whom  shall  these  good  tidings  be  published  ? 
Not  unto  the  Gentiles,  for  the  horn-  of  their  judg- 
ment is  come  :  but  unto  the  "  outcasts  of  Israel," 
and  to  the  dispersed  of  Judah ;  "  Behold  I  will 
send  for  many  fishers,  saith  the  Lord,  and  they 
shall  fish  them  ;  and  after  I  will  send  for  many  hun- 
ters, and  they  shall  hunt  them,  from  every  moun- 
tain, and  from  every  hill,  and  out  of  the  holes  of 
the  rocks."  (Jeremiah  xvi.  16).  '*  And  they  shall 
bring  all  your  brethren  for  an  offering  mito  the 
Lord,  out  (jf  all  nations,  upon  horses,  and  in  chariots, 
and  in  litters,  and  upon  mules,  and  in  swift  (con- 
veyances) to  my  holy  mountain,  Jerusalem,  saith 
the  Lord ;  as  the  chil<fieu  of  Israel  bring  an  ofier- 
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ingin  a  clean  vessel  into  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
(Isaiah  Ixv.  20).  At  that  time,  the  Lord  will  found 
(ue.  lay  the  foundation  of)  Zion,  and  the  poor  of  liis 
p$)ople  shall  trust  in  it. 


« 


Kings  of  armies  did  flee  apace." 


Assiu-edly  the  events  referred  to,  are  the  same  to 
which  so  manv  scriptures  point ;  all  converging  in 
the  grand  consummation ;  the  beginning  of  an  era, 
which  is  to  continue  for  ever ;  and  the  close  of  an 
era  which  has  existed  for  six  thousand  years,  and 
which  we  call  "  time.'''  These  are  the  assembled 
for(^CH  of  Antichrist ;  and  of  the  ten  kings  of  the 
kingdc^ms,  into  which  the  Roman  government  is 
thtn  divided.  They  come  to  fight  against  .Jehovah 
and  his  anointed.  But,  when  he  appears  it  will 
be  the  signal  for  their  utter  discomfiture,  and 
"  they  shall  flee,  like  as  men  fled  before  the  earth- 
quake in  the  days  of  Uzziah,  king  of  .ludah  ;  and 
tli(»  Lord  my  God  will  come,  and  all  the  sauits  Mith 
thee."  (Zechariah  xiv.  5). 

"She  that  tamed  at  home  di\'ided  the  spoiL'* 

The  spoil  will  be  immense,  for  it  will  be  the  spoil 
of  the  wliole  earth ;  all  will  be  left  on  the  field,  and 
nothing  carried  away.  The  little  army  of  Israel 
"will  be  in  hot  pursuit ;  one  man  will  chase  a  thou- 
sand, and  two  put  ten  thousjind  to  flight,  when  the 
Lord  himself  shall  be  at  their  head  ;  "  the  leader 
and  commander  of  the  people ;"  then  shall  these 
words  be  fulfilled,  ''Through  God  we  shaU  do 
valiantly,  for  he  it  is  tliat  will  tread  down  our  ene- 
mies." So  then  *'she  whc>  t'lrrieth  at  home  will 
divide  tiie  b^oW.^'  \XiVim\\x\<^\\\^vt  v^^aIk  of  Antichrist, 
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of  his  kiii^,  and  captaiiiR.  and  of  all  the  mighty 
host,  which  had  been  theve  congregated. 

"  Though  ye  have  Hen  among  the  pots,  yet 
shall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered 
with  silver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow 
gold." 

God  has  brought  Jerusalem,  with  her  children, 
very  low,  because  of  her  iniquity.  She  has  drunk 
at  the  hand  of  the  Lord  the  cup  of  his  fmy  ;  her 
sons  have  fainted,  and  lie  at  the  head  of  all  tlie 
streets ;  "  yea,  the  young  and  the  old  lie  on  the 
ground,  in  the  streets."  "  A  people  scattered  and 
peeled,  meted  out  and  trodden  d!own,  whose  land 
the  rivers  have  spoiled."  The  heavy  affliction 
brought  on  them  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  was  trilling 
as  compared  with  their  overthrow  and  i-uin  as  a 
nation  by  Vespasian  and  Titus :  and  there  is  yet 
reserved  for  them,  after  their  return  to  Palestine,  a 
short  but  (while  it  lasts)  equally  bitter  persecution 
by  Antichrist,  so  that "  the  highways  shall  lie  waste, 
and  the  wayfaring  man  cease ;"  "  the  holy  city 
shall  be  trodden  under  foot  of  the  G  entiles,  forty 
and  two  months."  They  shall  literally  lie  among 
the  pots  in  cellars,  and  other  places  of  conceal- 
ment, and  shall  speak  to  each  other  in  whispei*s^ 
for  "  they  shall  be  brought  down,  and  shall  speak 
out  of  the  ground,  and  their  speech  shall  be  low 
out  of  the  dust."  (Isaiah  xxix.  4) ;  and  this  will  be 
their  position,  at  the  moment  of  their  deHverance ; 
for  the  Lord  will  suddenly  visit  the  multitudes  of 
Gentiles,  who  are  in  Jerusalem,  "with  thunder,  and 
with  earthquake,  and  great  noise,  with  storm,  and 
tempest,  and  the  flame  of  devouring  fire."  (Isaiah 
xxix.  6.)    Then  will  they  be  dispersed  \ikfe  \!wi  Oc^a.^-, 
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and  the  true  children  of  Zion  will  come  forth  out 
of  their  miserable  places  of  concealment,  where 
they  have  lien  among  the  pots.  Then  to  Jerusa- 
lem will  these  words  be  spoken,  **  Awake,  awake, 
put  on  thy  strength,  0  Zion :  put  on  thy  beau- 
tiful garments,  0  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city;  for 
henceforth  there  shall  no  more  come  unto  thee, 
the  uncircumcised,  and  the  miclean  :  shake  thyself 
from  the  dust,  arise,  and  sit  down,  0  Jerusalem : 
loose  thyself  from  the  bands  of  thy  neck,  O  captive 
daughter  of  Zion."  (Isaiah  lii.  1,  2.)  From  this 
dny  and  henceforward,  a  surprising  change  will  take 
place;  for**  the  remnant  of  Israel  shall  not  do  iniquity, 
nor/ speak  lies;"  but  be  inwardly  pure,  as  out- 
wardly beautiful,  for  "  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  their 
God  will  rest  upon  them ;"  their  city  will  become  the 

1  perfection  of  beauty;  and  the  whole  of  EmmanueFs 
and  shall  be  as  the  garden  of  Eden.  "  The 
Lord  ^\'ill  beautify  the  meek  with  salvation :''  and 
whereas  they  had  lien  among  the  pots,  now  and 
for  ever  shall  they  and  their  posterity  be  as  "  the 
wHings  of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  her  fea- 
thers with  yellow  gold."  Gracefid  and  beautiful 
as  the  goodly  wings  of  tlie  peacock,  they  sliall 
be  esteemed,  an  eternal  excellency,  the  admiration 
of  all  nations. 

"  When  the  Almighty  scattered  Kings  in  it,  it 
was  white  as  snow  in  Salmon." 

"  The  hill  of  God  is  as  the  hill  of  Bashan,  an 
high  liill  as  the  hill  of  Bashan." 

The  two  verses  connected  enable  us  to  nndci^ 
stand  what  is  8i)oken,  when  it  is  said,  that  *'  the  Al- 
mighty scattered  Kings  in  it."  It  is  of  the  hill  of 
God;  literally  .lemsaleni;  where,  at  the  last  eventful 
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crisis,  the  kings  will  be  assembled,  as  it  is  described 
in  the  48th   Psalm,  4th  verse,  "  For  lo,  the  kings 
were  assembled,  they  passed  by  together,  they  saw 
it,  and  so  they  marvelled  ;  they  were  troubled,  and 
hasted  away :  fear  took  hold  upon  them  there,  and 
pain  as  of  a  woman  in  travail.'      The  event  is  one 
and  the  same  in  both  Psalms.   The  kings  that  were 
scattered  on  that  occasion,  fled  for  terror,  when  the 
insignia  of  his  glorious  presence  appeared,  and  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord  was  covered  with  a  bright 
cloud ;  as  it  is  said  in  the  4th  Isaiah,  "  The  Lord 
will  create  upon  every  dwelling  place  of  Mount 
Zion,and  upon  her  assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoke  by 
day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night : 
and  this  glory  will  be  for  a  defence,  from  that  day 
forward  and   for  ever.     Jerusalem  will  thus  be, 
as*  it  were,  encircled  and  canopied  with  glory,  for 
the  Lord  of  hosts  himself  will  dwell  there,  "  ;vhose 
face  doth  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  is  bright 
as  the  light :"  no  night  will  be  there,  for  "the  Lord 
will  be  to  them  an  everlasting  light,  and  their  God, 
their  glory.     The  14th  verse  also  explains  the  13th 
and  shews  that  it  is  the  same  Jerusalem,  who  having 
been  trodden  under  foot  of  the  Gentiles,  and  lying 
among  the  pots,  is  suddenly  raised  from  her  de- 
graded conmtion,  and  is  adorned  "as  the  wings 
of  a  dove  covered  with  silver,  and  her  feathers  with 
yellow  gold  ;'*  for  the  Lord  "  will  beautify  the  place 
of  his  sanctuary ;  he  will  make  the  place  of  his  feet 

florious."  The  glory  of  the  Lord,  which  filled  the 
ouse,  at  the  dedication  of  Solomon,  will  enshrine 
the  city  with  a  white  and  dazzling  ^lendour,  so  as 
may  well  entitle  it  to  be  called  "  The  perfection  of 
beauty,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth."  "At  that 
time,  they  shall  call  Jerusalem,  the  throne  of  the 
Lord,  and  all  the  nations  shall  be  gathered  unto  it> 
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to  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  Jerusalem :  neither 
shall  they  walk  any  more  after  the  imagination  of 
their  evil  heart."  (Jer.  iii.  17.)  It  is  callea  "  the  hiU 
of  God,"  or  the  "  mountain  of  the  Lord,"  as  in  the 
2nd  of  Isaiah.  This  was  the  high  mountain,  to 
which  Ezekiel  was  brought  in  the  visions  of  God, 
that  he  might  receive  the  description  and  measure- 
ment of  the  temple,  which  shall  nereafter  he  erect- 
ed to  his  glory ;  and  by  which  there  was  as  the 
frame  of  a  city,  on  the  south ;  the  circumference 
of  which  will  be  eighteen  thousand  measures,  and 
the  name  of  the  city  from  that  day,  diall  be,  "  The 
Lord  is  there." 


it 


Why  leap  ye,  ye  high  hills  ?" 


In  allusion  to  the  terrible  convulpions  of  nature, 
when  God  appears  to  judgment.  When  he  utters 
his  voice,"  they  shall  skip  Hke  a  calf,  Lebanon  and 
Sirion  Uke  a  young  unicorn."  "  The  e?irth  wiU  be 
removed,  and  the  moiuitains  be  canded  into  the 
midst  of  the  sea  :"  but  the  hill  of  God  will  remaui 
unmoved  amidst  the  crjiwh  of  elements,  as  it  is 
written,  in  the  12r)th  Psalm,  *' They  that  trust  in 
tlie  Lord,  shall  be  as  mount  Zion,  wliich  caimot  be 
removed,  but  abideth  for  ever." 

"  This  is  the  hill  that  God  desireth  to  dwell  in : 
yea,  the  Lord  will  dwell  in  it  for  ever." 

0  ye,  who  think  it  would  be  derogatory  to  God. 
and  to  his  glory,  to  make  the  earth  the  seat  of  his 
eternal  residence,  (consider  these  words  :  and  know 
that  if  he  who  made  the  world,  did  not  consider  it 
beneath  his  dignity  to  expiate  its  guilt  upon  the 
cross,  neittiex  nvVW  W  WvA  vVi^Yiwl^id  by  returning  to 
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it  to  reign  therein  for  ever  :  and  this  he  will  do  for 
certain,  if  words  have  any  meaning ;  "  The  Lord 
of  hosts  will  reign  in  mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusalem," 
and  his  throne  shall  be  established  for  ever ;  as  it  is 
written  in  the  1st  Hebrews,  referring  to  ("  the  world 
to  come"  saith  the  apostle  "  of  which  we  speak,") 
"  Thy  throne,  0  God!,  is  for  ever  and  ever,  a  sceptro 
of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom." 
The  expositors  say,  that  these  words  refer  to  the 
spiritual  Zion,  which  is  the  chnrcli ;  of  whom  God 
has  said,  "  I  \vill  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them, 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their 
God ;"  now  it  is  true,  tnat  the  church  is  now,  and 
will  for  ever  be,  "  a  habitation  of  God  through  the 
spirit ;  for  God  is  a  spirit,  and  as  such,  is  not  con- 
mied  to  any  locality,  but  fills  both  immensity  and 
eternity.  But  it  pleased  God,  when  the  fulness  of 
time  had  come,  to  take  upon  him  the  hmnan  nature, 
that  he  might  be  henceforth  "  MAND'EST  IN  FLESH," 
and  become  visible  to  his  inteUigent  creation  : 
therefore  was  Adam  made  in  that,  image  in  which 
God  designed  to  be  enshrined,  and  worshipped. 
It  was  not  of  his  moral  image  that  he  spake,  when 
he  said,  "  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image  after  our 
likeness,"  but  in  that  visible  form,  which  he  himself 
was  subsequently  to  assimie.  This  is  evident  from 
many  scriptures;  thus  the  Apostle  James  (iii.  9) 
speaking  of  the  tongue  as  an  unruly  member  of 
the  body,  adds,  "  Therewith  bless  we  God,  even 
the  Father,  and  therewith  ciuiae  we  men,  who  are 
made  after  the  similitude  of  God."  The  word  was 
made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us ;  he  is  still  in  flesh, 
and  ever  will  be,  and  "  in  hini  dwelleth  all  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Godhead  bodily."  No  man  hath  seen 
God  at  any  time,  no  man  will  ever  see  God  at  any 
time.    The  only  Begotten,  who  is  in  the  bo«i^m  ^1 
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the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him ;  through  him  he 
is  revealed.  God  is  now,  and  ever  wm  be  en- 
shrined in  humanity ;  it  is  thus,  and  thus  alone, 
that  He  can  be  seen,  and  spoken  with.  The  Holj 
Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  are  now  in 
embooimcnt,  and  each  of  the  Divine  persons  speaks 
of  that  body  in  common^  when  they  say  "  Let  us 
make  man  in  our  image."  Viewed  then,  in  this 
light,  there  is  a  locality,  which  God  has  chosen, 
''  to  be  the  place  of  his  throne,  and  the  place  of 
the  soles  of  his  feet,  where  he  will  dwell  among  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever."  (see  Ezekiel  xliu.  7). 
And  this  is  the  place,  and  no  other.  The  hill  that 
God  detrireth  to  dwell  in :  yea,  the  Lord  will  dwell 
in  it  for  ever. 

"  The  chariots  of  God  are  twentv  thousand, 
even  tliouwmds  of  angels ;  the  Lord  is 
among  them,  as  in  Sinai,  in  the  holy 
place." 

It  is  clear  that  he  is  not  now  speaking  of  Sinai 
from  whence  he  gave  the  law,  by  the  disposition  of 
angels ;  but  as  he  was  on  that  ^eat  occasion  sur- 
rounded by  angels  though  invisible,  so  now  are  all 
his  holy  angels  \vitli  him,  for  they  accompany  him, 
when  he  comes  down  to  take  possession  of  his 
eternal  residence ;  .'md  then  shall  be  fultilled  the 
word  spoken  to  Nathaniel.  *'  Becauwe  I  said  nnto 
thee,  I  saw  thee  under  the  fig-tree,  believest  thi^u  ? 
thou  shalt  see  greater  things  than  these ;  verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  hereafter  ye  shall  see  heaven 
ojien,  and  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  des- 
cending upon  the  Son  of  Man."  So  that  the  earth 
is  to  be  tlu^  future  habitation  of  angels,  as  well  tw 
of  ineu.    How   cov\!\  *\\.  \i^  vitUerwise,  when  tlie 
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Lord  of  aogels  shall  here  fix  his  abode  ?  Do  not 
think  that  it  will  be  a  change  for  the  worse,  for 
God  is  able  to  make,  and  will  make  this  world  su- 
perlatively beautiful ;  by  great  or^nic  changes,  by 
mighty  transformations,  which  will  be  effected  as 
of  old,  by  the  word  of  his  power,  and  agreeably  to 
his  promise,  "  Behold  I  make  all  things  new."  (Rev* 
xxi.  5). 

"  Thou  hast  ascended  on  high,  thou  hast  led 
captivity  captive  ;  thou  hast  received 
gifts  for  men  :  yea,  for  the  rebellious  also, 
that  the  Lord  God  might  dweU,  with  (or 
among)  them." 

"  He  that  descended  is  the  same  also  that  as- 
cended, far  above  all  heavens,  that  he  might  fill  all 
tilings ;"  and  he  who  hath  thus  ascended,  will  again 
descend,  to  take  possession  of  the  purchased  pos- 
session, to  the  praise  of  his  glory ;  but  now  hath 
he  ascended,  that  he  might,  as  tiie  great  High 
Priest  of  our  profession,  enter  into  the  most  holy 

Elace  for  us,  clothed  in  his  priestly  robe  of  white ; 
aving  with  him,  not  the  blood  of  buDs,  and  of 
goats,  but  his  own  blood ;  and  having  spoiled  prin- 
cipalities and  powers,  he  exhibits  them  openly, 
triumphing  over  them  in  it.  In  his  own  person 
and  on  our  behalf,  he  hath  "  destroyed  deatn,  and 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the 
Devil."  Death  is  now  legally  transferred  to  him : 
he  now  holdeth  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death ;  and 
Satan  hath  been  entirely  divested  of  all  his  power 
and  authority,  of  which  he  arrogantly  boasted, 
when  he  tempted  Christ  in  the  wilderness  :  he  that 
had  the  power  of  leadmg  aU  men  m\^  ^^^\kTvN^> 
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bas  become  bimself  a  captive,  and  will  in  God's 
good  time  be  iuimiircd  in  that  bottomless  pit,  into 
which  he  had  thnist  so  many  millions  of  om*  race. 
"Sing,  0  heavens,  and  rejoice,  0  earth,  for  the 
Lord  hath  done  it."  He  hath  ascended  on  high, 
that  he  mi^ht  obtain  gifts  for  men,  for  such  as  had 
been  rebellious,  but  now  have  ceased  to  be  rebels, 
and  are  become,  by  power  received  from  him,  the 
sons  of  God ;  as  it  is  written,  **  Behold,  1  send  the 
promise  of  my  Fatlier  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
endued  with  power  from  on  high."  It  was  needful 
that  he  should  depart,  and  ascend  on  high,  for 
otherwiRO  tlu^  (\)nif()rter  would  not  havo  c(;mo ; 
but  now  the  ( V)nifoii;er  has  come,  and  with  his  com- 
ing I  )r()iigl  it  ;;-iftst()men;  "for  he  gavosonie  AinKStlcs. 
and  Ronu'  proplietK.  and  some  ev(nij:^elist.s,  and  some 
pastorK,  and  some  teachers,  for  the  perlecting  of 
the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  niiinstrv,  for  the 
edifvini::  of  the  bodv  of  Cln-ist :  till  we  all  come  in 
the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  tin^.  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God.  unto  a  perfect  man.  unto  the  measure 
of  the  stature  i»f  the  fulness  of  Christ."  (Ephesians 
iv.  12).  How  gloriously  apparent  from  this  passage 
is  Girist  demonstrated  to  be  God  !  for  he  who  as- 
cended on  high  is  the  same,  who  in  the  preceding 
verse,  is  dt»clared  to  have  j)romulgated  the  law 
from  Sinai,  the  holy  place,  of  which  it  is  written, 
"  And  mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  smoke,  be- 
cause the?  Lord  descended  uj)on  it  in  iire,  and  the 
smoke  therei)f  ascended,  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace, 
«niKl  the  whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  And  when 
the  voice  of  the  trumpet  sounded  h>ng,  and  waxed 
louder  and  louder,  Moses  spake,  and  ( \vd  answered 
him  by  a  voice.  And  the  Lord  came  down  upon 
ni(»unt  Sinai  on  the  top  of  the  mount :  and  the 
Lord  called  l^Vo^eft  \\v  Vo  \\\vi  Vvn\\  ^.nC  the  mounts  and 
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Moses  went  up/'  (Exodus  xix.  18).  He  who 
gave  the  law,  md  by  himself  magnify  the  law,  and 
make  it  honourable ;  and  having  purged  our  sins 
by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  ascended  to  that  heaven 
from  whence  he  came ;  thus  securing  eternal  life 
for  as  many  as  believe  in  his  name ;  and  only  for 
such,  because  the  natural  mind,  which  is  enmity 
against  God,  continues  in  all  who  remain  in  un- 
belief ;  which  enmity  shuts  us  out  from  God,  and 
forms  the  ground  of  eternal  exclusion  from  his  pre- 
sence, and  from  the  glory  of  his  power. 

"  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us 
with  benefits,  even  the  God  of  our  sal- 
vation." 

"  He  that  is  our  God,  is  the  God  of  salvation ; 
and  unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues 
from  death." 

"  Every  good  gift,  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from 
above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights, 
with  whom  is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of 
turning,"  (James  i.  xvii.)  There  is  nothing  we 
have,  tnat  we  have  not  received.-  It  is  God  who 
giveth  us  all  thin^  richly  to  enjoy ;  He  it  is  who 
daily  loadeth  us  with  benefits,  and  who  hath  given 
to  us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  even 
the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  eter- 
nal glory.  0,  then,  trust  in  him  at  all  times  1  ye 
people,  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him ;  for  he  is 
laithfrd  who  hath  promised.  This  God  is  our  God, 
for  ever  and  ever :  He  will  be  our  guide,  even 
unto  death. 

"  But  God  shall  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies, 
and  the  hairy  scalp  of  such   an  one   as 
goeth  on  still  in  their  trespasses." 
41 
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All  are  naturally  alienated  from  God,  and  enemies 
in  their  mind  by  wicked  works ;  but  in  this,  the 
day  of  grace,  God  holds  out  to  all,  the  hand  of  re- 
conciliation, sayinff,  "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why 
will  ye  die  ?     As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  have 
no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth,  but  rather 
that  he  would  turn  from  his  wickedness,  and  live." 
"  Turn  you  at  my  reproof:  behold,  I  will  pour  out 
my  spint  unto  you,  I  will'  make  known  my  words 
unto  you.^     God  is  not  now  dealing  with  men  as 
enemies  :  he  waits  to  be  gracious,  and  would  have 
all  men  to  repent,  and  to  come  unto  the  knowledge 
of  the  tnitli.     But  if  men  will  not  turn,  and  that 
speedily,  ho  will  whet  his  sword,  he  will  bend  his 
bow,  and  make  it  ready,  lie  will  prepare  for  them 
the  instruments  of  death  :  then  a^great  ransom  wnll 
not  deliver.     He  now  loads  us  with  benefits,  as  if 
we  were  friends :  but  when  he  shall  begin  to  deal 
with  us  as  enemies,  all  benefits  and  blessings  will 
be  for  ever  withdrawn  :  he  will  say,  **  Take  these, 
mine  enemies,  that  would  not  that  I  should  reign 
over  them,  and  slay  them  before  me.''     Truly  God 
will  wound  the  head  of  all  such  as  continue  imre- 
conciled  to  him,  and  so  remain  enemies  in  their 
mhids.     God  will  wound  the  haiiy  scalp  of  every 
man  who  goeth  on  still  in  his  trespasses ;  therefore 
()    man,    whosoever  thou  art,  that  readest  these 
\\<  Ills.  "  a!2.T(^e  with  (God,  who  is)  thine  adversary, 
«fai(.-lvly.  whik-K  thou  art  in  the  way  with  him,  lest 
at  Ml  V  time   thine  advei-sary  deliver  thee  to  the 
j :;(!.;(',  (who  is  Christ,)  and  the  judge  deliver  thee  to 
the  oiHcer  (who  is  the  Devil)  and  thou  be  c^ist  into 
prison  ;  verily  thou  shalt  not  come  out  thence,  until 
thou  hast  paid  the  uttermost  farthing;"  which  plainly 
means,  perpotual,  everlasting  iiiiprisonnient.  in  that 
horrible  pit,  \vW\ii  IWt^  \^  wwcciising  **  weeping, 
and  wailing,  aud  g\ia^\m\^  qI  V^^ivi*^? 
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"  The  Lord  said,  I  will  bring  affain  from  Ba- 
fihan,  I  will  bring  my  people  again  from 
the  depths  of  the  sea." 

The  last  two  verses  were  a  digression,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascribing  praise  to  him  who  hatii  ascen- 
ded on  high,  and  thus  hath  become  our  Redeemer, 
and  the  God  of  our  salvation.     The  subject  is  re- 
sumed, and  we  are  again  directed  to  those  times 
which  form  the  introduction  to   the   eternal  era, 
when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the 
kingdom  of  our  God  and  of  his  Christ.     Just  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  his  reign,  he  will  have 
made   ready  to  meet  him   a  remnant,    even   the 
hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  who  shall  be 
sealed,  and  protected  from  the  dreadful  judgments 
which  will  precede  his  advent.     With  this  remnant 
God  will  do  wonderful  things;  miracles,  greater 
and  more  stupendous  than  at  the  first,  when  he  led 
them  through  the  deep  as  through  the  wilderness, 
and  brought  them  on   eagles'  wings  to  himself. 
It  is  to  this  future  deliverance,  that  these  words 
refer,   in  Isaiah  li.   9,    "  Awake,   awake,   put  on 
strength,  0  arm  of  the  Lord ;  awake,  as  in  the  an- 
cient days,  in  the  generations  of  old.    Art  thou 
not  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab,  and  wounded  the  dra- 
gon ?     Art  thou  not  it  which  hath  dried  the  sea, 
tne  waters  of  the  great  deep ;  that  hath  made  the 
depths  of  the  sea  a  way  for  the  ransomed  to  pass 
over?     Therefore  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  shall 
return,  and  come  with  singing  unto  Zion ;  and  ever- 
lasting joy  shall  be  upon  meir  head :  they  shall  ob- 
tain gladness  and  joy ;  and  sorrow  and  mourning 
shall  flee  away."     To  the  same  effect,  and  referring 
to  the  same  momentous  crisis,  does  the  prophet 
Micah  refer,  in  the  7th  chapter,  veise  \4^  ^''•Y^^^ 
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thv  people  with  thy  rod,  the  flock  of  thine  heritage, 
who  dwell  solitaruy  in  the  wood,  in  the  midst  of 
Carmel ;  let  them  feed  in  Bashan,  and  Gilead,  as 
in  the  days  of  old.  According  to  the  days  of  thy 
coming  out  of  the  fend  of  Egypt  will  I  shew  unto 
him  marvellous  things:"  numbered  among  those 
marvellous  things  will  be  the  accomplishment  of 
these  words,  "  The  Lord  said,  I  will  oring  again 
from  Bashan ;  I  will  bring  my  people  again  from 
the  depths  of  the  sea." 

"  That  thy  foot  may  be  dipped  in  the  blood  of 
thine  enemies,  and  the  tongue  of  thy 
dogs  in  the  same." 

"  Fear  not,  thou  worm  Jacob,  and  ye  men  of 
Israel :  I  will  help  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  and  thy 
Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Behold,  I  will 
make  thee  a  new  sharp  threshing  instrument  having 
teeth ;  thou  shalt  thresh  the  mountains,  and  beat 
them  small,  and  shalt  make  the  hills  as  chaflF.  Thou 
shalt  fan  them,  and  the  wind  shall  carry  them  away, 
and  the  whirlwind  shall  scatter  them ;  and  thou 
shalt  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  shalt  glory  in  the 
Holy  one  of  Isiael."  Thus  will  the  Lord  in  that 
day,  use  Israel  for  his  battle-axe,  and  his  weapons 
of  war ;  "  one  man  shall  chase  a  thousand,  and  two 
shall  put  ten  thousand  to  flight."  Their  enemies 
shall  fall  before  them,  and  no  power  shall  be  able 
to  withstand  them  in  that  dav,  when  the  Lord  is 
on  the  head  of  them.  "  He  that  is  feeble  among 
them,  at  that  day  shall  be  as  David,  and  the  house 
of  David  shall  be  as  God,  as  the  Angel  Jehovah 
before  them."  ^Zechariah  xii.  8).  Then  shall  be 
accomplished  tnese  words,  "  Thy  foot  shall  be 
dippea  in  the  blood  of  thine  enemies,  and  the 
tongue  of  thy  doga\xv\ivft  «a.\ne." 
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"  They  have  seen  thy  goings,  0  God ;  even 
the  goings  of  my  God,  my  king  in  the 
sanctuary/' 

The  enemies  of  the  Lord  being  cut  off  by  the 
destruction  of  nearly  all  the  earth's  living  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  the  day  of  vengeance  past ;  then  will 
the  Lord  begin  his  everlasting  reign  ;  for  the  king- 
doms being  overthrown  (as  signified  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image;  "  Then  shall  the  God  of  heaven 
set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  destroyed." 
The  capital  of  this  everlasting  kingdom  will  bo 
Jerusalem ;  and  the  whole  country  will  be  as  the 
garden  of  Eden  for  beauty,  and  will  blossom  as 
the  rose ;  then  shall  it  be  said,  (as  in  the  prophecy 
of  Nahum,  i.  15)  "0  Judah,  keep  thy  solemn  feasts, 
perform  thy  vows  ;  for  the  wicked  shall  nd  more 
pass  through  thee  ;  he  is  utterly  cut  off."  *'  Then 
shall  the  tribes  go  up ;  the  tribes  of  the  Lord,  unto 
the  testimony  of  Israel,  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  For  there  are  set  thi-ones  of 
judgment,  the  thrones  of  the  house  of  David." 
(Psalm  cxxii.  4).  Thus  are  we  introduced  to  those 
glorious  days,  when  care  will  no  more  darken  the 
brow,  nor  trouble  oppress  the  heart.  Then  will 
they  think  of  and  delight  in  tlie  loving-kindness  of 
God,  in  the  midst  of  his  temple  ;  for  they  shall  see 
his  goings,  even  the  goings  of  their  God,  tlieir  kuig, 
in  his  sanctuary.  Yes,  they  shall  see  the  Lord 
himself,  in  flesh  of  our  flesh,  and  bone  of  our  bone, 
and  he  shall  be  for  ever  their  **  crown  of  glory, 
and  their  diadem  of  beauty."  "  They -shall  come, 
and  sing  in  the  height  of  Zion,  and  shall  flow  to- 
gether to  the  goorhiess  of  the  Lord  ;  and  their  soul 
shall  be  as  a  watered  garden,  and  they  shall  not 
sorrow  any  more  at  aD.     Then  sliaW  tVi^  nw^w  xvi;- 
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joicp  in  the  dance,  both  old  men  and  yonn^  to- 
gether; for  I  win  turn  their  monmiug  into  joy; 
and  I  will  satiate  the  soul  of  the  priests  with  fat- 
ness; and  my  people  shall  be  satisfied  with  my 
goodness,  saith  the  Lord."  (Jeremiah  xxxi.)  There 
will  also  be  joyous  processions,  for  it  is  written, 

"  The  singers  went  before,  the  players  on  in- 
struments followed  after ;  among  them 
were  the  damsels  playing  with  timbrels.** 

"  Bless  ye  God  in  the  congregations,  even  the 
Lord  from  the  fountam  of  Israel." 

"  There  is  little  Benjamin,  and  their  ruler ; 
the  princes  of  Judah,  and  their  council, 
the  princes  of  Zebulun,  and  the  princes  of 
Naphtah." 

"  Thus  will  the  princes  of  the  people  be  gathered 
together,  even  the  people  of  the  God  of  Abraham." 
(Psalm  xlvii.  0).  The  people  will  be  all  righteous, 
from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  and  will  inherit  the 
land  for  ever. 

"  Thy  God  hath  commanded  thy  strength ; 
(or  thy  God  is  thy  strength)  :  strengthen, 
0  God,  that  which  thou  hast  wrought 
for  us." 

All  strength  is  with  God ;  His  strength  is  made 
perfect  in  our  weakness,  so  that  when  we  are  weak, 
then  are  we  strong ;  and  thus  is  he  glorified.  "  He 
will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him,  and  will 
help  them." 

"  Because  of  thy  temple  at  Jerusalem  shall 
l5ingft\5nxis\jtvi^^\i\&  'viSit^  thee." 
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Like  the  wise  men  from  the  ejist,  who  came  to 
see,  and  to  worship  the  king  of  the  Jews ;  "  when 
they  had  opened  their  treasures,  they  presented 
imto  him  gifts,  gold,  and  frankincense,  and  myrrh." 
So  in  the  age  to  come,  the  eternal  age,  when  the 
great  God  shaD  have  his  royal  seat  in  Jerusalem, 
all  nations  shall  come,  and  worehip  before  liim,  and 
shall  present  unto  him  gifts.  "  They  shall  vow, 
and  pay  unto  the  Lord,  their  God ;  they  shall  bring 

f)resents  imto  him  that  ought  to  be  feared."  (Psalm 
xxvi.  11).  "  The  gates  of  Jerusalem  shall  be  open 
continually,  they  shall  not  be  shut  day  nor  night, 
that  men  may  bring  unto  her  the  forces  (i,e.  the 
riches)  of  the  Gentues.  It  ^vill  be  commanded  to 
all  nations,  to  attend  on  the  sabbaths,  and  new 
moons,  and  solemn  feasts ;  and  they  shall  delight  to 
bring  their  offerings,  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  their  ffreat 
and  divine  Lord  and  King.  "  All  they  from  Sneba 
shall  come  :  they  shall  bidng  gold  and  incense ;  and 
they  shall  shew  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord." 
(Isaiah  Ix.  6.)  All  nations,  and  tribes,  and  tongues, 
shall  emulate  in  the  greatness  and  magnificence  of 
their  offerings ;  nothing  shall  be  thought  too  good  to 
lay  before  his  feet:  how  different  then  wiD  be  the  ser- 
vice rendered  to  him,  from  what  he  receives  now  I 
as  appears  from  Isaiah  xliii.  22,  ^'  But  thou  hast  not 
called  upon  me,  0  Jacob;  but  thou  hast  been 
weary  of  me,  0  Israel :  thou  hast  not  brought 
me  the  small  cattle  of  thy  burnt  offerings,  neither 
hast  thou  honoured  me  with  thy  sacrifices.  Thou 
hast  bought  me  no  sweet  cane  with  money ;  neither 
hast  thou  filled  me  with  the  fat  of  thy  sacrifices ; 
but  thou  hast  made  me  to  serve  with  thy  sins,  thou 
hast  wearied  me  with  thine  iniquities."  These  sad 
times  of  Israel's  perverseness  will  bo  for  ever  past. 
Now  will  he  be  all  their  salvation,  and  all  their  do- 
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sire  ;  they  will  run  in  the  way  of  his  commandmente 
and  not  weary,  and  will  walk,  and  not  faint. 

"  Rebuke  the  company  of  spearmen,  the  mul- 
titude of  the  Dulls,  with  the  calves  of  the 
people,  tiU  every  one  submit  himself  (or 
make  his  offering)  with  pieces  of  silver." 

There  will  be  such  a  readiness,  even  an  eager- 
ness on  the  part  of  all  men,  to  ofler  their  sacrifices, 
that  it  will  be  necessary,  even  to  rebuke,  or  keep 
them  back,  until  all  the  poorer  sorts  make  tlieir  of- 
ferings of  pieces  of  silver,  which,  like  the  widow's 
mite,  wUl  be  equally  acceptable  to  him.  None  will 
appear  before  him  empty  ;  (without  their  offerings) 
all  will  give  with  ^^dlling  hearts,  according  to  the 
ability  which  he  hath  given  them ;  and  thus  vnJi 
he  have  pleasure  in  their  offerings.  It  seems 
strange,  that  this  should  form  a  true  and  faithful 
descnption  of  things,  which  are  to  be  in  the  world 
to  come,  in  the  "  world  without  end,''  "  the  new 
heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteous- 
ness !"  Yet  so  it  is.  The  habits  and  customs  of 
men  will  not  be  so  greatly  changed  ;  iniquity  alone 
"  shall  hide  its  face  as  ashamed ;"  ever}'  man  will 
speak  tnith  %\dth  his  neighbour,  and  all  will  do  to 
others  as  they  would  have  done  to  themselves  ;  yea, 
there  shall  even  be  buying  and  selling,  for  *'  fields 
shall  be  bought  in  this  land,  whereof  ye  say.  It  is  de- 
solate, without  man  or  beast ;  men  shall  buy  fields 
for  money,  and  subscribe  evidences,  and  seal  them, 
and  take  witnesses  in  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and 
in  the  places  about  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  cities  of 
Judah,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  mountains,  and  in 
the  cities  of  the  valley,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  south  : 
for  I  will  cause  their  captivity  to  return,  saith  the 
Lord."  (^.Iviieuiiah  xxxii.  43). 
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"  Scatter  then  the  people  that  delight  in  war." 

This  is  precisely  what  he  will  do  when  he  comes 
to  make  inquisition  for  blood :  he  wiQ  desti'oy  all  the 
warriors.  "  He  will  give  for  carrion  to  the  fowls 
that  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  the  flesh  of  Kings 
and  the  flesh  of  captains,  and  the  flesh  of  mighty 
men,  and  the  flesh  of  horses,  and  of  them  that  sit 
on  them,  and  the  flesh  of  all  men,  both  free  and 
bond,  both  small  and  great."  (Rev.  xix.  17).  And 
by  the  destruction  of  all  that  delight  in  war,  "  he 
will  make  wars  to  cease,  imto  the  end  of  the  earth  ; 
he  will  break  the  bow,  (with  their  field  pieces,  and 
all  their  instruments  of  war)  cut  the  spear  in 
sunder,  and  will  bum  the  chariot  in  the  fire  :  and 
when  he  hath  made  an  end  (for  the  remainder  of 
wrath  he  will  restrain)  then  will  he  proclaim,  "  Be 
still  and  know  that  I  am  God.  I  will  be  exalted 
among  the  heathen,  I  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth." 
(Psalm  xlvi.  9). 

"  Princes  shall  come  out  of  Egypt." 

In  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty,  when  he 
shall  have  a  controversy  with  all  flesh,  and  "  the 
slain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  from  the  one  end  of  the 
earth  to  the  other ;"  in  that  day,  "  The  Lord  ri- 
ding upon  a  swift  cloud,  will  come  to  Egypt,  and 
the  idols  of  Egypt  shall  be  moved  at  his  presence, 
and  the  heart  of  Egypt  shall  melt  in  the  midst  of 
it.  They  shall  be  afraid,  and  be  in  terror,  because 
of  the  snaking  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
which  he  will  shake  over  it.  And  the  Lord  will 
smite  Egypt,  he  vnH  smite  and  heal  it ;  and  they 
shall  return  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  be  entreated 
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of  them,  and  will  heal  them.  The  Lord  will  (then) 
be  known  to  Egypt ;  the  Egyptians  shall  know  the 
Lord  in  that  day,  and  shall  do  sacrifice,  and  obla- 
tion, yea,  they  shall  vow  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and 
perform  it."  (Isaiah  19th  chapter.)  Thus  will  the 
Egyptians  become  his  people  whom  Jehovah  of 
hosts  shall  bless,  saying,  "blessed  be  Egypt  my 
people,  and  Assyria,  the  work  of  my  hands,  and 
Israel  mine  inheritance."  The  Egyptians  headed 
by  their  princes,  will  come  out  of  Egypt,  and  will 
go  up  '*  H'om  one  new  moon  to  another,  and  from 
one  sabbath  to  another,  to  worship  before  me,  saith 
the  Lord,"  (Isaiah  Ixvi.  23.) 

"Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands 
unto  God." 

"  All  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  remember,  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord ;"  and  numbered  with  them  shall 
be  Ethiopia.  *'  As  soon  as  they  hear  of  him,  they 
will  obey  him  ;  the  strangers  will  submit  theni- 
selves  to  him."  They  will  stretch  out  their  hands 
in  token  of  their  submission,  and  of  their  readiness 
to  acknowledge  liim  as  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords.  "  The  kings  of  Tarshish,  and  of  the  isles 
shall  bring  presents ;  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba 
shaU  offer  gifts :  yea,  all  kings  shall  fall  down  be- 
fore him,  and  all  nations  shall  serve  him." 

"  Sing  unto  God,  ye  kingdoms  of  the  earth  : 
0  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord." 

When  his  kijigdoni  comes,  then  shall  liis  will  be 
done  ou  eavth,  like  us  now  it  is  done  in  heaven ; 
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and  like  as  now  in  heaven,  the  high  praises  of  God 
in  harmonious  and  exalted  strains,  form  the  fre- 
quent and  delightful  employment  of  its  inhabitants : 
so  in  the  eternal  age,  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
will  sing  unto  God,  and  their  voices  with  instru- 
ments of  music,  win  be  daily  attuned  in  concert, 
to  offer  up  praises  to  -Him.  There  will  be  no  frit- 
tering away  of  time,  in  idl^  concerts  of  songs, 
which  bring  no  glory  to  God;  neither  will  they 
profane  his  sacred  name  in  oratorios  for  the  mere  eri'- 
joyment  of  the  music.  The  science  of  music  will 
attain  to  far  greater  heights,  yea,  will  reach  the 
highest  elevation  of  richness  and  flexibility,  of  which 
the  human  voice  is  capable ;  yet  will  the  music 
ever  be  kept  subordinate  to  the  sentiment,  and  the 
sentiment  will  ever  centre  in  him  who  is  "  chiefest 
among  the  tens  of  thousands,  and  altogether 
lovely." 

"  To  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  of  hea- 
vens, which  were  x)f  old." 

He  who  is  to  sit  on  David's  throne,  is  the  same 
who  rideth  upon  the  heavens  of  heavens ;  who  as- 
cended up  far  above  all  heavens,  that  he  might  fill 
aU  things.  On  these  high  summits  he  had  his  seat, 
before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever 
he  had  formed  the  earth,  and  the  world ;  and  al- 
though his  sanctum  sanctorum  will  be  this  little 
globe,  which  he  has  chosen  for  his  peculiar  rest> 
yet  will  he  not  cease  to  fill  all  heavens^  as  hereto- 
fore, even  the  heaven  of  heavens,  which  were  of 
old. 

"  Lo,  he  doth  send  out  his  voice,  and  that  a 
mighty  voice." 
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"  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful,  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  is  full  of  majesty ;"  whe,n  he  speaks,  hear 
0  heavens,  and  give  ear,  0  earth.  The  day  as- 
suredly is  near,  when  he  will  speak  audibly  in  the 
ears  of  all  nations ;  and  all  nations  shall  wail  be- 
cause of  him. 


« 


Ascribe  ye  strength  unto  God  ;  his  excel- 
lency is  over  Israel,  and  his  strength  is  in 
the  clouds.*' 


To  ascribe  strength  imto  God,  is  to  acknowlcd^ 
and  believe  that  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting 
strength,  and  so  attribute  to  him  the  glory  wliich 
is  his  due.  "  Be  tliou  exalted,  0  God,  above  the 
heavens  ;  let  thy  gloiy  be  above  all  the  earth/' 

"  0  God,  thou  art  terrible  out  of  thv  holv 
places  ;  the  God  of  Israel  is  he  that  giveth 
strength  and  power  unto  liis  people.  Ble&- 
scd  be  God." 


We  shall  never  be  able  to  approach  God  with 
familiarity  ;  it  were  most  undesii-able  that  Me 
should.  The  Apostle  Peter,  at  the  Devil^s  insti- 
gation, ventured  to  do  so  once,  but  wiis  rebuked 
for  his  sin.  He  will  for  ever  be  the  supreme  object 
of  delight  and  love  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  **  terrible 
out  of  his  holy  places,"  where  he  will  appear  and 
be  adored.  When  l^e  reigns,  the  earth  will  rejoice, 
and  the  multitude  of  isles  shall  be  glad  thereof; 
and  yet,  when  he  reigns,  the  eaiih  shall  ti*emble ; 
when  he  sitteth  between  the  cherubim,  the  eaiih 
shall  be  moved  •,  "  the  Lord  will  be  great  in  Zion, 
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and  high  above  all  people."     "Then  shall  they 

g raise  thy  great  and  terrible  name,  for  it  is  holy." 
le  will  be  feared,  and  had  in  everlasting  reverence 
of  all  that  are  about  him ;  he  will  be  known  as  the 
God  of  Israel,  to  whom  he  giveth  strength,  and 
power;  and  they  will  for  ever  ascribe  to  him  "power, 
and  riches  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour, 
and  glory,  and  blessing." 


PSALM    LXIX. 

1.  Save  me,  0  God ;  for  the  .waters  aje  oome  in 
unto  my  soul. 

2.  I  suik  in  deep  mire,  where  there  is  no  standing; 
I  am  come  into  deep  waters,  where  the  floods  over- 
flow me. 

3.  I  am  weary  of  my  crying ;  my  throat  is  dried: 
mine  eyes  fail  while  I  wait  for  my  God. 

4.  They  that  hate  me  without  a  cause  are  more 
than  the  haire  of  mine  head :  they  that  would  des- 
troy me,  being  mine  enemies  wrongfully,  are  mighty: 
then  I  restored  that  which  I  took  not  away. 

5.  0  God,  thou  knowest  my  foolishness  ;  and  my 
sins  are  not  hid  from  thee. 

6.  Let  not  them  that  wait  on  thee,  O  Lord  God 
of  hosts,  be  ashamed  for  my  sake ;  let  not  thope 
that  seek  thee  be  confoimded  for  my  sake,  0  God 
of  Israel. 

7.  Because  for  thy  sjike  I  have  borne  reproach ; 
shame  hath  covered  my  face. 

8.  I  am  become  a  stranger  imto  my  brethren^ 
and  an  alien  unto  my  mother's  children. 

9.  For  the  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me  up ; 
and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee 
are  fallen  upon  mo. 

10.  When  I  wept,  and  chastened  my  soul  with 
fasting,  that  was  to  my  reproach. 

11.  I  made  sackcloth  also  my  garment;  and  I 
became  a  proverb  to  them. 

12.  They  that  sit  in  the  gate  speak  against  me; 
and  I  was  the  song  of  the  dnmkards. 
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13.  But  as  for  me,  my  prayer  is  unto  thee,  0 
Lord  in  an  acceptable  time :  0  God,  in  the  mul- 
titude of  thy  mercy  hear  me,  in  the  truth  of  thy 
salvation. 

14.  Deliver  me  out  of  the  mire,  and  let  me  not 
Eonk :  let  me  be  delivered  from  them  that  hate  me, 
and  out  of  the  deep  waters. 

15.  Let  not  the  waterflood  overflow  me,  neither 
let  the  deep  swallow  me  up,  and  let  not  the  pit 
shut  her  mouth  upon  me. 

16.  Hear  me,  0  Lord ;  for  thy  loving-kindness 
is  good :  twm.  unto  me  according  to  the  multitude 
of  thy  tender  mercies. 

17.  And  hide  not  thy  face  from  ihy  servant ;  for 
I  am  in  trouble  :  hear  me  speedily. 

18.  Draw  nigh  unto  my  soul,  and  redeem  it : 
deliver  me,  because  of  mine  enemies. 

19.  Thou  hast  known  my  reproach,  and  my 
shame,  and  my  dishonour ;  mine  adversaries  are 
all  before  thee. 

20.  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart,  and  I  am 
full  of  heaviness:  and  I  looked  for  some  to  take  pity, 
but  there  was  none;  and  for  comforters,  but  I 
found  none. 

21.  They  gave  me  also  gall  for  my  meat;  and 
in  my  thirst  they  gave  me  vmegar  to  drink. 

22.  Let  their  table  become  a  snare  before  them : 
and  that  which  should  have  been  for  their  welfare, 
let  it  become  a  trap. 

23.  Let  their  eyes  be  darkened,  that  they  see 
not ;  and  make  their  loins  continually  to  shake. 

24.  Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  them,  and 
let  thy  wrathful  anger  take  hold  of  them. 

25.  Let  their  habitation  be  desolate  ;  and  let 
none  dwell  in  theii*  tents. 

26.  For  they  persecute  him   whoia 
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Bmitten ;  and  they  talk  to  the  grief  of  those  whom 
thou  hast  wounded. 

27.  Add  iniquity  unto  their  iniquity  ;  and  let 
them  not  come  into  thy  righteousness. 

28.  Let  them  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the 
living,  and  not  be  written  with  the  righteous. 

29.  But  I  am  poor  and  sorrowftd :  let  thy  salva- 
tion, 0  God,  set  me  up  on  high. 

30.  I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song, 
and  will  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving. 

31.  This  also  will  please  the  Lord  better  than  an 
ox  or  a  bullock  that  nath  horns  and  hoofs. 

32.  The  humble  shall  see  this,  and  be  glad :  and 
yotu-  heart  shall  live  that  seek  God. 

33.  For  the  Lord  heareth  the  poor,  and  des- 
piseth  not  his  prisoners. 

34.  Let  the  heavens  and  earth  praise  him,  the 
seas,  and  every  tiling  that  moveth  therein. 

35.  For  God  will  save  Zion,  and  will  build  the 
cities  of  Judah ;  that  they  may  dwell  there,  and 
have  it  in  possession. 

36.  The  seed  also  of  his  servants  shall  inherit  it ; 
and  they  that  love  his  name  shall  dwell  therein. 

"  Save  me,  0  God :  for  the  waters  are  come 
in  unto  my  soul." 

"  I  sink  in  deep  mire,  where  there  is  no  stand- 
ing :  I  am  come  into  deep  waters,  where 
the  floods  overflow  me." 

"  I  am  weary  of  my  crying :  my  throat  is 
dried ;  mine  eyes  fail  while  1  wait  for  my 
God." 

The  Psalms  from  first  to  last  relate  exclusively 
to  Christ,  either  as  a  suffering,  or  reigning  Messiah  : 
sometimes  alternating  with  groat  suddenness  from 
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the  one  to  the  other,  as  in  the  present  instance. 
We  had  just  finished  with  Mesniah  on  his  eternal 
throne,  "  the  high  and  lofty  One  inhabiting  eternity, 
and  its  praises ;"  when  we  are  again  summoned 
back  to  me  scenes  of  grief  and  suffering  which  he 
underwent,  while  enduring  day  after  day  such  con- 
tradiction of  sinners  against  himself ;  and  difficult 
as  it  is  to  give  a  description  of  the  coming  glory 
from  the  inadequacy  of  our  views,  it  is  even  more 
difficult  to  explain  ms  sufferings ;  for  to  do  so  with 
truth,  it  is  necessary  to  have  "  fellowship  with  him 
in  his  sufferings :"  and  in  some  degree  understand 
them,  because  they  form  part  of  our  own  experience. 
Without  this,  all  attempts  to  describe  them,  are  like 
to  a  blind  man  describing  colours,  which  he  has 
never  seen,  and  of  which  mere  description  could 
not  even  to  himself  convey  a  just  conception.  Yet 
true  it  is,  that  they  only  will  have  a  participation 
of  his  glory  hereafter,  who  suffer  with  him  here. 
Many  will  come  to  him,  in  that  day,  saying,  "  Have 
we  not  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence,  and  hast 
thou  not  taught  in  our  streets  I'  to  whom  he  will 
answer,  "  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  me  ye 
that  work  inicjuity."  He  must  mow  us,  and  we 
must  "  know  hun,  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection 
and  the  fellowsliip  of  his  sufferings ;"  if  we  would 
attain  the  distinguished  honour  of  the  resurrection, 
from  among  the  dead. 

"  Save  me,  0  God."  Our  Lord  Jesus  came  into 
a  state  of  trial ;  having  taken  our  nature,  and  be- 
come our  Representative,  "  he  was  tempted  in  all 
S)oint8  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin."  And  where- 
bre  without  sin  ?  Because  his  eyes  were  ever  to- 
wards the  Lord :  because  he  set  God  always  before 
him,  and  was  unceasing  in  prayers  and  suppKcations 
to  him  who  was  able  to  save  him  from  death,  and 
42 
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was  heard  in  that  he  feared.  In  the  Psahns  we 
have  unfolded  to  us  his  devout  aspirations  after 
God  :  on  him  he  relied  continually ;  m  all  his  temp- 
tations he  trusted  not  in  himself,  his  whole  depen- 
dence was  on  God ;  and  here  we  find  him  com- 
mencing his  prayer  with  the  words,  "  Save  me,  0 
God,"  by  which  we  see  that  he  could  not  save  himself 
for  of  himself  he  was  without  strength,  as  he  affirms 
in  another  place,  "  The  Son  can  do  nothing  of  him- 
self," he  was  cast  upon  God,  from  the  womb,  and  on 
God  he  rested  contmually ;  and  thus  was  God  glori- 
fied, and  God  only,  in  the  great  and  all-important 
victory  which  he  ultimately  obtained.  The  msciples 
of  Christ  must  be  followers  of  him,  and  walk  in  his 
steps,  if  they  would  overcome,  even  as  lie  overcame. 
He  is  now  exalted  to  be  a  prince  and  a  Saviour 
and  in  his  name  must  the  Gentiles  trust ;  even  as 
he  trusted  on  the  name  of  his  Father,  saying, 
"  Save  me,  0  God,  by  thy  name,  and  judge  me  by 
thy  strength."  On  this  occasion  his  prayer  to  God 
for  deliverance  is  because  "  The  waters  are  come 
in  into  my  soul."  What  this  means,  we  learn  from 
another  Psalm,  where,  speaking  of  his  enemies  he 
says,  "  they  came  round  about  me  daily  like  water." 
Thus  the  lisings  up  of  wicked  men  against  him,  are 
expressed  by  tlie  words,  *'  the  waters  are  come  in 
into  my  soul :"  as  appears  also  from  the  124th 
Psalm,  *'  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on 
cm*  side,  when  men  rose  up  against  us,  tlien  they 
had  swaUowed  us  up  quick,  when  their  wrath  was 
kindled  against  us ;  then  the  waters  had  over- 
whelmed us,  the  stream  had  gone  over  our  soul ; 
then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our  soul." 
Thus  the  cause  of  all  his  gi'ief  was  the  wickedness 
of  the  wicked,  which  filled  his  soul  with  horror,  and 
flo  oppressed  him,  that  grief  was  his  inseparable 
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companion.  The  words,  "  I  Rink  in  deep  mire, 
where  there  is  no  standing,  I  am  come  into  deep 
waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me,"  are  explained 
in  the  14th  verse,  "  Deliver  me  out  of  the  mire, 
and  let  me  not  sink  ;  let  me  be  delivered  from  them 
that  hate  me,  and  out  of  the  deep  waters ;"  it 
means  deliverance  from  wicked  men,  "who  cast 
iniquity  upon  him,  and  in  wrath  hated  him ;"  he 
had  just  come  down  from  heaven,  where  all  is 
purity  and  love,  and  the  contrast  was  exceeding 
great ;  an  angel  would  in  such  circumstances  have 
been  greatly  oppressed  ;  how  much  more  the  Lord 
of  angels,  the  fountain  of  holiness  and  truth.  The 
intensity  of  his  grief  is  wonderful ;  it  can  only  be 
feebly  understood  by  such  as  sigh  and  cry  for  the 
evils  that  are  done  in  the  earth ;  for  "  who  hath 
known  the  mind  of  the  Lord."  His  tears  were  his 
meat  day  and  night,  while  he  reflected  on  the  dis- 
honour done  to  God,  by  those  who  said  unto  him. 
Where  is  thy  God  ?  Thus  he  cried  and  wept  until 
he  was  weary  of  his  crying ;  his  throat  was  dried, 
and  his  eye  failed,  while  he  waited  for  his  God. 

"  They  that  hate  me  without  a  cause  are  more 
than  the  hairs  of  mine  head." 

"  But  this  cometh  to  pass,  (said  Jesus  to  his  dis- 
ciples on  the  night  on  which  he  was  betrayed) 
that  the  word  may  be  fulfilled,  which  is  written  in 
their  law :  they  hated  me  without  a  cause."  It 
was  not  only  tne  chief  priests,  the  Pharisees  and 
Sadducees,  out  also  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
who  all  hated  him,  because  he  testified  of  them, 
that  their  works  were  evil, 

"  They  that  would  destroy  me,  being  mine 
enemies  wrongfully,  are  mighty." 
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How  often  it  is  recorded  in  the  gospels,  that 
they  sought  to  destroy  him,  and  justified  themselves 
in  tneir  wicked  intentions,  for  they  said  (after  hear- 
ing of  the  raising  of  Lazarus)  "  If  we  let  him  thus 
alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  him,  and  the  Romans 
will  come  and  take  away  our  place  and  nation ;" 
then  they  took  counsel  to  slay  nim  :  it  was  not  by 
the  hand  of  secret  assassins  that  his  life  was  threat- 
ened, but  by  the  mighty  in  the  land,  the  rulers  of 
the  people. 


u 


Then  I  restored  that  which  I  took  not  away." 


"  He  delivered  him  that  without  cause  was  his 
enemy."  He  restored  health  to  multitudes,  which 
he  had  not  taken  away.  Their  iniquities  had  laid 
them  open  to  the  devil's  oppression,  for  all  sickness 
and  disease  are  inflicted  by  him  ;  so  that  in  restor- 
ing sight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  feet  to 
the  lame,  health  to  the  sick,  and  life  to  the  dead, 
he  restored  that  which  he  took  not  away. 

"  0  God,  thou  knowest  my  foolishness ;  and 
my  sins  are  not  hid  from  thee." 

That  these  are  truly  the  words  of  Christ,  is  most 
certain  from  the  context,  for  the  speaker  is  the 
same  throughout  the  Psalm,  which  is  quoted  in  dif- 
ferent places  in  the  New  Testament,  and  expressly 
applied  to  him.  How  tl^en  are  these  woros  con- 
demnatory of  himself,  to  be  explained  ?  For  that 
he  never  knew  sin,  or  was  conscious  of  a  single 
thought  tending  to  the  dishonour  of  God,  is  afeo 
most  certain  ;  yet  here  he  speaks  of  God  knowing 
his  foolishness,  and  of  his  sms  being  open  to  his 
sight ;  wloiie  \3;i^  Yathiir  himself  testifies,  "  This  ia 


SHAME  HATH  COVERED  iTY  FACE.  ()()! 

my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  It 
ifi  only  to  be  explained,  by  considering  him  as  the 
representative  of  our  fallen  race,  for  whose  sins  he 
had  to  accoimt,  and  did  account ;  for  "  he  bare  our 
sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we  being 
dead  to  sins,  might  Uve  unto  righteousness.'* 

"  Let  not  them  that  wait  on  thee,  0  Lord  God 
of  hosts,  be  ashamed  for  my  sake ;  let  not 
them  that  seek  thee  be  confounded  for  my 
sake,  0  God  of  Israel." 

It  is  as  if  he  had  said,  God  forbid,  that  I  should 
be  a  stumbling  block,  or  an  occasion  to  fall,  to  any 
of  thy  children !  God  forbid,  that  any  word  or 
action  of  mine  should  ever  be  otherwise  than  to 
draw  all  men  unto  thee,  that  all  men  in  seeing  me 
should  see  him  who  sent  me. 

"  Because  for  thy  sake  I  have  borne  reproach ; 
shame  hath  covered  my  face." 

Let  not  the  reproaches  which  men  cast  upon  me, 
make  those  who  wait  on  thee  be  ashamed ;  neither 
let  them  be  confounded  who  seek  thee,  on  accoimt 
of  the  contempt  to  which  they  see  I  am  subjected 
for  thy  sake,  0  God  of  Israel. 

"  I  am  become  a  stranger  unto  my  brethren, 
and  an  aUen  unto  my  mother's  children." 

How  truly  this  was  fulfilled,  for  "  neither  did  his 
brethren  believe  in  him,"  but  attributed  unworthy 
motives  to  his  actions,  saying,  "  There  is  no  man 
that  doeth  any  thing  in  secret,  and  he  himself  se^k- 
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eth  to  be  known  openly,  if  thou  do  these  things, 
shew  thyself  to  the  world."     As  for  his  townsmen, 
amone  whom  he  had  been  brought  up,  because  he 
offended  their  prejudices,  in  preaching  unpalatable 
truths,  they  were  the  first  to  attempt  his  life,  and 
"  led  him  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  on  which  their 
city  was  built,  intending  to  cast  him  down  head- 
long ;  but  he,  passing  through  the  midst  of  them, 
went  his  way."    His  brethren  had  no  sympathy 
with  him ;  even  his  own  mother's  children  reviled 
him,  and  said,  ''he  is  beside  himself;"  thus  was  he 
.  a  stranger  unto  his  brethren,  and  an  alien  imto  his 
mother's  children  :  this  estrangement  was  increased 
by  what  they  would  call  the  absurdity  of  his  con- 
duct, in  expelling  the  money  changers,  and  over- 
turning the  tables  in  the  temple ;  for  they  witneKsed 
that  extraordinary  scene  recorded  in  the  2nd  chap- 
ter of  John,  verse  14,  '*  Jesus  went  up  to  Jerusalem, 
and  foiuid  in  the  temple  those  that  sold  oxen,  and 
sheep,  and  doves,  and  the  changei*s  of  money  sitting; 
and  when  he  had  made  a  scourge  of  small  cords,  he 
drove  them  all  out  of  the  temple,  and  the  sheep 
and  the  oxen ;  and  poured  out  the  changers'  money; 
and  overthrew  the  tables ;  and  said  to  them  that 
sold  doves,  Take  these  things  hence ;  make  not  my 
Father's  house  an  house  of  merchandise."     How 
strange  must  all  this  have  appeared  to  his  brethren, 
his  mother  s  children,  who  believed  not  in  him  ? 
Therefore  they  said,  "he  is  beside  himself;"  even 
his  own  disciples  were  in  danger  of  calhng  it  a 
questionable  proceeding ;  but  happily  they  remem- 
bered that  it  was  written  of  him. 

"  The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me  up  ; 
the  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached 
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There  are  many  ways  of  reproaching  God,  be- 
sides merely  blanpheming  his  name  ;  they  reproach- 
ed liim,  when  they  said,  \Vhere  is  now  thy  God  f 
thus  calling  in  question  his  providential  care,  and 
his  omnipresence.  All  murmurings,  and  discontent 
and  unthankfulness,  which  find  continual  expression 
among  men,  are  all  indirect  reproaching  of  God. 
When  Israel  murmured  in  the  wilderness,  when 
water  failed  them,  and  said  to  Moses,  Give  us 
water  to  drink ;  Moses  said,  "  God  heareth  your 
murmurings ;  what  are  we  ?  your  murmurings  are 
not  against  us,  but  against  God ;"  and  thus  they 
reproached  him,  as  if  he  were  neglectful  of  them, 
and  had  brought  them  into  the  wilderness,  that 
they  might  pensh  for  thirst.  The  Lord  .Jesus  was 
a  continual  mourner,  and  was  bowed  down  as  one 
that  moumeth  for  his  mother,  because  of  the  re- 
proaches of  them  that  reproached  God.  With  tears 
he  entreated  them  not  to  judge  thus  of  God,  but 
to  judge  righteous  judgment ;  "  How  long,"  said 
he,  '*  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  shame  ?  how  long 
will  ye  love  vanity,  and  seek  after  leasing  V*  His 
heart  and  soul  were  bound  up  in  God ;  and  whoso 
spoke  evil  of  Him,  touched  the  apple  of  liis  eye. 
St.  Paul  applies  these  words  to  liim,  in  Romans  xv. 
2,  3,  "  Let  every  one  of  us  please  his  neighbour 
for  his  good  to  edification.  For  even  Christ  pleased 
not  himself,  but  as  it  is  written.  The  reproaches  of 
them  that  reproached  thee,  fell  on  me." 

"  "^Mien  I  wept,  and  chastened  my  soul  with 
fasting,  that  was  to  my  reproach." 

"  I  made  sackcloth  also  my  garment ;  and  I 
became  a  proverb  to  them." 

**  They  that  sat  in  the  gate  spake  against  me  : 
and  I  was  the  song  of  the  druiiKardaJ' 
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These  striking  words  require  little  comment. 
The  one  only  perfect  man  that  ever  appeared  in  our 
world,  is  thus  held  inf  qontumely ;  despised,  and  re- 

i'ected  of  men.   They  called  the  master  of  the  house, 
Jeelzebub  !  how  much  more  they  of  the  household ; 
and  so  it  has  been  with  the  people  of  God  in  every 
age.     Hear  Jeremiah   complaining  in  sadness  to 
God  of  the  treatment  he  received ;  in  Jeremiah  xx. 
7,  "  I  am  in  derision  daily ;  every  one  mocketh  me;" 
and  again,   "the  word  of  the  Lord  was  made  a 
reproach  imto  me,  and  a  derision  daily ;  I  heard 
the  defaming  of  many ;  fear  on  every  side.     Re- 
port, said  they,  and  we  will  report  it;  all  my  familiars 
(intimate  acquaintance)  watched  my  halting ;  per- 
adventure,  (said  they)  he  will  be  enticed,  and  we 
shall  prevail  agtiiust  him,  and  we  shall  take  our  re- 
venue on  liim."     All   the  prophets  were  similarly 
used ;  and  of  the  Apostles,  St.  Paul  afRi-ms,  "  We 
are  counted  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  as  the  off- 
Bcouriiige  of  all  things  mito  this  day."     Thus  from 
the  great  head  downwards,  in  every  age,  "  eveir 
man  that  would  depart  from  evil,  maketh  himself 
a  prey  ;"  becomes  a  byeword,  and  a  reproach,  or  is 
reckoned  a  strange,  unsocial  person,  who  presumes 
to  stiike  out  a  path  for  himself,  to  the  disgust  of 
respectable  society  ;  because  he  thus  indicates  that 
he  considers  all  others  Avi'ong,  and  liimself  only  in 
the  right;  he  will  not  join  them  in  their  social 
amusements,  nor  mingle  in  their  light  and  gossiping 
conversation  ;  he  is  a  marked  man,  whom  nobody 
can  understand,  and  whom  nobody  loves.      The 
world  loves  its  oAvn,  "but  me/'  said  Jesus,  "it  hateth, 
because  I  testify  of  it,  that  the  works  thereof  are 
evil."     A\Tiatever  he  did,  which  his  friends  con- 
sidered out  of  the  way,  and  luilike  to  others,  that 
that  they  woxAd  not  tolerate  ;  and  thus  if  he  wept 
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and  chastened  his  soul  with  fasting ;  a  course  of 
conduct  altogether  supererogatory  in  their  eyes, 
which  neither  they  nor  their  fathers  had  done,  then 
that  was  to  his  repoach ;  far  from  approving  they 
considered  it  quite  superflous,  unnecessary,  and  un- 
called for ;  when  he  went  still  further,  and  made 
sackcloth  his  garment,  then  he  became  a  stranger 
to  his  brethren,  and  an  alien  to  his  mother's  child- 
ren ;  but  not  only  were  those  of  his  own  household 
his  foes,  but  he  became  also  the  talk  of  the  town : 
— the  respectable  and  well  to  do .  citizens,  who  sat 
in  the  gate,  they  spake  against  him,  so  that  he  be- 
came a  iocular  proverb  in  their  vain  conversation, 
and  in  the  houses  of  revelry,  mirth,  and  drunken- 
ness, he  was  theii*  sport  and  their  song. 

"But  as  for  me,  my  prayer  is  imto  th5e,  0 
Lord,  in  an  acceptable  time :  O  God,  in 
the  multitude  of  thy  mercy,  hear  me,  in 
the  truth  of  thy  salvation." 

Subjected  to  persecution,  to  mockery,  to  insult^ 
a  stranger  and  a  sojourner  upon  the  earth,  he 
sought  tor  relief  to  his  afflicted  soul  in  the  bosom 
of  God;  he  directed  his  waiting  eyes  upward  to 
the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort 
and  consolation,  "  but  as  for  me,  my  prayer  is  unto 
thee,  in  an  acceptable  time."  Even  for  the  Son 
himself  there  was  an  acceptable  time,  for  thus  saith 
Jehovah,  "  In  an  accepted  time  have  I  heard  thee, 
and  in  a  day  of  salvation  have  I  helped  thee ;  and 
I  will  preserve  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a  covenant 
of  the  people  to  establish  the  earth,  to  cause  to  in- 
herit the  desolate  heritages,  that  thou  mayest  say 
to  the  prisoners.  Go  forth,  and  to  them  that  are  in 
darkness,  shew  yourselves."    Isa.  xlix.  8.    Oh,  that 
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all  would  understand,  that  there  is  a  Kmit^d,  8et 
time,  during  which  only  it  will  be  possible  for  men 
to  find  their  way  back  to  God  ;  and  that  when  the 
fixed  limit  is  past,  it  will  be  alike  impossible  tor 
men  (and  devils)  to  retiuTi  to  him.  The  heavens 
will  be  brass,  and  its  ^tes  irrevocably  shut  against 
all  who  aro  found  still  in  their  sins.  There  will 
henceforth  be  an  impassable  ffulph  between  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked :  and  tne  latter  will  be 
eternally  debarred  from  all  approach  to  him,  who  is 
the  fountain  of  life.  "  God  who  made  them  will  not 
have  mercy  on  them,  and  he  who  formed  them, 
will  shew  them  no  favour."  But  as  for  the  Holy 
one  of  God,  "  he  made  haste  and  delayed  not  to 
keep  God's  commandments.*'  "  He  thought  upon 
his  ways,  and  tm-ned  his  feet  to  his  testimonies.'' 
(Psalm  cxix.  51),  (U).)  He  pleads  to  be  heard,  nut 
on  the  ground  of  liis  own  righteousness,  Init  on  the 
gi'ound  of  God's  excellence  ;  "  in  the  multitude  of 
thy  mercy,  hear  me,  and  in  the  truth  of  thy  siilva- 
tion,"  i.  €,  according  to  thy  promise  of  salvation,  to 
Abraham,  and  to  his  seed  for  ever. 

"  Deliver  me  out  of  the  mire,  and  let  me  not 
sink :  let  me  be  delivered  from  them  that 
hate  me,  and  out  of  the  deep  waters." 

"  Let  not  the  waterflood  overflow  me,  neither 
let  the  deep  swaUow  me  up." 

To  be  in  the  midst  of  wicked  men,  was  to  him, 
as  horrible  and  loathsome  as  to  sink  into  deep  mire : 
thus,  **hoiTor  took  hold  on  him,  because  of  the 
wicked  that  forsiike  his  law."  He  longed  for  the 
day  of  his  deliverance,  simng,  "How  many  are 
the  days  of  thy  servant  ?  when  Avilt  thou  execute 
judgment  ow  \\i^\ii\]b5A.  \s<iV8ecute  me  ?    And  agaiii. 
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"  0  that  I  had  wings  Kke  a  dove,  for  then  would  I 
fly  away,  and  be  at  reet." 


« 


Let  not  the  pit  shut  her  mouth  upon  me." 


When  he  departed  this  life,  he  was  not  even  yet 
separated  from  sinners,  but  had  to  descend  into  the 
great  prison  house  of  condemned  spirits,  even  into 
me  lowest  hell,  where  its  first  occupants  lay,  and 
to  them  "  he  preached  the  gospel,  that  they  might 
be  judged,  according  to  men  m  the  flesh,"  t.  e.  be 
placed  in  circumstances  of  equality  with  living 
men,  to  whom  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  had  been 
preached.  Thus  hath  God  opened  the  door  of 
nope  to  the  antedeluvians,  provided  they  have  em- 
braced the  offered  mercy.  Short  indeed  was  the 
time  spent  among  them  :  one  announcement  of 
mercy  alone,  could  have  been  made  within  the 
limited  time,  and  to  us  it  is  xmknown  whether  they 
have  embraced  it.  It  is  with  reference  to  his  des- 
cent into  this  horrible  pit,  that  he  entreats  that  its 
mouth  may  not  be  shut  on  him ;  neither  it  was : 
for  it  was  not  possible  he  could  be  holden  within 
these  dread  domains.  He  went  down  into  hell,  as 
the  great  state  prisoner,  but  having  by  his  death 
expiated  our  guilt,  and  having  for  us  also  magni- 
fied the  law,  and  made  it  honourable ;  the  prison 
doors  could  not  be  permanently  closed  on  him ; 
as  it  is  written,  "  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in 
hell,  neither  wilt  thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see 
corruption.'' 

"  Hear  me,  0  Lord ;  for  thy  loving-kindness 
is  good :  turn  imto  me  according  to  the 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies." 

"  And  liide  not  thy  face  from  thy  servant ;  for 
1  am  in  trouble  :  hear  me  speedily." 
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He  18  urgent  that  God  would  hear  him  ;  because 
of  God's  own  goodness  ;   and  on  the   ground  of 
God's  own  name  :  and  this  is  his  name,  or  memo- 
rial to  all  generations,  "  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
merciful  and  gracious,  long  suffering  and  abundant 
in  goodness  and  in  truth."     We  have   no   other 
groimd  to  urge,  why  God  should  hear  us,  but  his 
own  eternal  name.     This  is  an  effectual  plea,  and 
never  fails  to  procure  an  audience  from  Him  :  on 
this  eroimd  he  besought  God,  that  he  would  not 
hide  nis  face  from  his  servant.    When  he  hides  his 
face  we  are  troubled  :  from  the  Son  he  did  not  hide 
his  face,  because  he  did  always  those  things  that 
pleased  him.     Our  Lord  calls  himself  the  1  ather's 
servant,  and  the  Father  calls  the  Son  his  servant, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  42nd  chapter  of  Isaiah,  **  Be- 
hold, my  servant  whom  I  uphold  ;"  and  in  the  49th 
chapter,  "  And  now,  saith  the  Lord,  that  formed 
me  from  the  womb,  to  be  his  servant.''     We  also 
who  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jcsuk  Clirist  are 
his  servants,  and  "  his  semce  is  perfect  freedi)m.*' 
He  besought  God  as  being  his  servant,  that  at  tins 
gieat  crisis,  even  his  crucifixion,  he  would  not  hide 
his  face,  but  would  hear  him  speedily,  because  he 
was  in  trouble. 

"Draw  nigh  imto  my  soul,  and  redeem  it: 
Deliver  me  because  of  mine  enemies." 

The  words  which  follow,  demonstrate  beyond  all 
contradiction,  that  these  are  the  words  of  Qirist ; 
and  yet  he  asks  of  God  to  redeem  liis  soul,  ^\^lat 
are  we  to  undei-stand  by  this  ?  Human  nature  is 
one  ;  that  nature  requires  redemption  ;  Christ  took 
that  nature,  and  therefore  required  redemption, 
wbicb.  Yiavmg  o\i\:si.\xi^d,  a((  fi^sh  u  in  him  redtcnied ; 


REPROACH  ILVTH  BROKEN  MY  HEART.  669 

as  it  ifi  written,  "  We  have  redemption  throngh  his 
blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins. 

"Thou  hast  known  my  reproach,  and  my 
shame,  and  my  dishonour ;  mine  adver- 
saries are  all  before  thee." 

The  reproaches  that  were  heaped  upon  him, 
while  on  the  cross,  were  dreadful  and  blasphemous : 
to  add  to  his  shame  and  dishonour,  he  was  num- 
bered with  the  transgressors,  being  crucified  alpng 
with  two  thieves,  himself  in  the  centre,  to  signify 
that  he  was  the  greatest  ofiender  of  the  three.  We 
may  well  blush  for  human  nature.  It  was  the 
greatest  enormity  ever  perpetrated  upon  the  earth ; 
but  while  men  meant  evil,  God  meant  good,  and 
hath  educed  out  of  it  the  greatest  good  to  those 
who  beheve  on  him :  but  to  all  others  it  will  a  thou- 
sand fold  increase  the  condemnation,  for  "  if  he  had 
not  come,  and  spoken  to  us,  we  had  not  had  sin, 
but  now  have  we  no  cloak  for  our  sin." 

"  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart." 

When  Joseph  of  Arimathea  went  to  Pilate  to 
crave  the  body  of  Jesus,  it  was  between  the  hours 
of  four  and  six.  Pilate  could  not  believe  that  he 
was  dead  until  he  sent  for  the  centurion,  who  super- 
intended the  execution,  and  he  confirmed  it.  Pilate 
was  surprised  at  his  speedy  death,  becuse  days 
usually  elapsed,  before  death  came  to  the  relief  of 
the  sidBFerers  by  crucifixion ;  for  although  the  torture 
was  exquisite,  the  vital  parts  being  unaffected,  the 
agony  was  long  protracted.  How  was  it  not  so  in 
the  case  of  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  king  of  the 
Jews  ?"  Because  he  died  of  a  broken  heart ;  a  broken 
heart  caused  by  reproach ;  the  grief  of  his  soul  was 
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greater  and  more  intense  than  the  agony  of  his 
body :  "  for  his  love  they  were  his  enemies,**  and 
loaded  him  with  cruel  reproaches,  repaying  to  him 
hatred  for  his  love  ;  "  He  came  to  his  own,  and  his 
own  received  him  not ;  but  upliraided  him  while  on 
the  cross,  with  cruel  mockery,  and  reproach,  thus 
filling  up  his  cup  of  suffering,  and  thus  ''  the  golden 
bowl  was  broken  at  the  cistern." 

'*  I  am  full  of  heaviness  ;  and  I  looked  for 
some  to  take  pity,  but  there  was  none : 
and  for  comforters,  but  I  found  none.** 

It  was  the  feast  of  the  passover  :  all  his  disciples 
were  then  at  Jerusalem,  and  must  have  been  eye- 
witnesses of  tliis  atrocious  crime  ;  yet  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  own  mother,  and  her  sister,  and  the 
beloved  John,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  came 
near  to  express  their  synipatny,  or  to  minister  any 
relief :  they  stood  afar  on,  and  were  very  careful 
not  to  get  themselves  involved  in  his  troubles :  "  he 
looked  on  his  right  hand,  but  there  was  no  man 
that  would  know  him."  "  They  that  did  see  me 
without,  fled  from  me  :"  fled  at  least  to  a  safe  dis- 
tance, even  in  liis  dying  extremity.  By  this  wholly 
unlocked  for  event,  their  faith  in  him,  as  the 
Messiah  was  now  in-ecoverably  gone  :  **  we  trusted, 
said  they,  that  it  had  been  he  who  should  have  re- 
deemed Israel ;"  but  his  death  puts  an  extinguisher 
upon  all  our  hopes.  Thus  he  died,  who  had  Uved 
only  for  the  happiness  of  others,  despised,  forlorn, 
and  neglected. 

"  They  gave  mo  also  gall  for  my  meat :  and 
in  my  thirst  they  gave  me  vinegar  to 
drink;* 
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When  in  the  extreme  of  mental  agony,  he  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me ;"  one  of  the  quaternion  of  sol- 
diers said,  "  He  calleth  for  Ehas  f  and  another 
said,  "  Let  be,  let  us  see  whether  Elias  will  come 
to  save  him,"  and  a  third,  in  answer  to  his  beseech- 
ing voice,  "  I  thirst,"  ran  and  filled  a  sponge  with 
vinegar,  and  put  it  on  a  reed,  and  held  it  to  his 
mouth,  and  when  he  had  tasted  thereof,  he  would 
not  drink :  thus  literally  were  the  words  fulfilled, 
which  had  been  written  before,  concerning  him. 

"  Let  their  table  become  a  snare  before  them  : 
that  which  should  have  been  for  their  wel- 
fare, let  it  become  a  trap ;" 

"  Let  their  eyes  be  darkened,  that  they  see 
not ;  and  make  their  loins  continually  to 
shake." 

"  Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  them,  and 
let  thy  wrathful  anger  take  hold  of  them." 

"  Let  their  habitation  be  desolate ;  and  none 
dwell  in  their  tents." 

There  is  a  time  to  bless,  and  a  time  to  curse. 
On  the  cross  he  prayed  for  his  enemies,  and  said, 
"Father,  forgive  them  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do  :"  but  as  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with  God  to  ren- 
der recompense  to  his  enemies,  so  it  is  a  righteous 
thing  with  Christ  to  imprecate  vengeance  upon  them. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  these  being  the  words 
of  Christ ;  and  yet  hear  his  language,  desiring 
that  righteous  judgments  might  descend  on  the 
heads  of  his  persecutors :  that  God  would  reward 
evil  unto  his  enemies,  and  that  hi  his  truth  he 
would  cut  them  oflF.  "  How  many  are  the  days  of 
thy  servant  ?  when  wilt  thou  execute  judgment  on 
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them  that  persecute  me  t"  (Peabn  cxix.  84) ;  all 
the  Psalms  are  full  of  such  prayers;  they  must 
therefore  be  acceptable  to  God,  and  accord  with 
his  mind«  Jeremiah  who  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  the  prophets,  furnishes  an  example. 
Of  him  God  said,  *'  Before  I  formed  thee  in  the 
beUy,  I  knew  thee,  and  I  ordained  thee  a  prophet 
unto  the  nations ;"  yet  he  thus  prays  to  God,  con- 
cerning his  enemies,  They  had  said,  "  come  and 
let  us  devise  devices  against  Jeremiah,  for  the  law 
shall j  not  perish  from  the  priest,  (as  he  asserts) 
nor  counsel  from  the  Avise,  nor  tne  word  from 
the  prophet :  come  and  let  us  smite  him  with  the 
tongue,  and  let  us  not  give  heed  to  any  of  his 
words."  Then  prayed  Jeremiah  to  the  Lord,  and 
said,  **  Give  heea  to  me,  0  Lord,  and  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  them  that  contend  with  me.  Shall 
e\'il  be  recompensed  for  good  ?  for  they  have  dig- 
ged a  pit  for  my  life.  Remember  tliat  I  stood  lie- 
fore  thee,  to  speak  good  for  them,  and  to  timi 
away  thy  'wrath  from  them :  thorefore,  deliver  up 
their  children  to  the  famine,  and  pour  out  their 
blood  by  the  force  of  the  sword ;  let  their  wives 
be  bereaved  of  their  children,  and  be  widows ;  let 
their  men  be  put  to  deatli ;  their  young  men  Ijbj 
the  sword,  in  battle  :  forgive  not  their  iniquity, 
neither  blot  out  their  sin  from  thy  sight,  but  let 
them  be  overthrown  before  thee :  deal  thus  witli 
them,  in  the  time  of  thine  anger."  chapter  xix. 
18,  &c.  Again  in  the  following  chapter.  Tie  prays 
for  judgment  against  the  men  of  Anathoth,  who 
had  threatened  him  widi  death,  should  he  continue 
to  prophesy  in  the  name  of  the  Lord — "  Let  me  see 
thy  vengeance  on  them,  for  unto  thee  have  I  re- 
vealed my  cause."  Did  God  rebuke  Jeremiah  lor 
(what  men  ^oxM  ^^U^  his  uncharitable   and  mi- 
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chnHtiaii  like  prayers  ?  very  much  tlie  opposite, 
for  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Behold,  I  will 
puiiish  them;  the  youn^  men  shall  die  by  the 
sword ;  theii-  sons  and  their  daughters  shall  die  by 
famine ;  and  there  shall  be  no  remnant  of  them  ; 
for  I  will  bring  evil  upon  the  men  of  Anathoth, 
even  the  year  of  their  visitation."  Thus  we  find 
the  most  distinguished  prophets  praying  for  ven- 
geance on  their  enemies ;  and  God  signifying  his 
approval  by  answering  their  prayer.  The  spirits 
of  the  martyi*s  within  the  van  breathe  the  same 
spirit,  saying,  "  How  long,  0  Lord,  holy  and  true, 
dost  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  ou 
them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?"  The  answer  to 
them  is,  that  they  are  to  rest  yet  for  a  little  season, 
mitil  their  fellow  servants  also,  and  their  brethren, 
that  should  be  killed  as  they  were,  should  be  fulfil- 
led." (Rev.  vi.  10).  Thus  mstead  of  disapproving, 
God  signifies  that  the  day  of  vengeance  only  is  de- 
ferred ;  until  the  cup  of  iniquity  be  full ;  and  so  it 
is  w^ritten,  that  "  God  shall  avenge  his  own  elect, 
wliich  cry  day  and  night  linto  him,  (for  vengeance) 
though  he  bear  long  with  them."  Thus  did  Christ 
pray  for  vengeance,  and  every  prayer  wliich  he 
presents  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  Father's 
will. 

"  For  they  persecute  him  whom  thou  hast 
smitten,  and  talk  to  the  grief  of  him  whom 
thou  hast  woimded." 

"  Add  iniquity  to  their  iniquity ;  and  let  them 
not  come  into  thy  righteousness." 

"Let  them  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the  liv- 
ing, and  not  be  written  with  the  righteous." 

**With  the  fro  ward  God  will  shew  himself  frow^^L** 
43 
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When  men  set  their  faces  against  him,  then  he  sets 
his  face  against  them.  '^  The  potsherds  of  the  earth 
may  (with  impmiity;  contend  with  the  potslierds  of 
the  earth ;  but  woe  to  the  man  who  striveth  with 
his  Maker ;"  it  will  be  an  awfully  unequal  contest ; 
an  infant  in  the  grasp  of  a  giant  may  offer  a  faint 
resistance ;  "  but  who  may  stand  in  his  sight,  when 
once  he  is  cmgry  I" 

"  But  I  am  poor  and  sorrowful" 

"  Behold  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
though  he  was  rich,  for  our  sakes  became  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich." 


« 


Let  thy  salvation,  0  God,  set  me  up  on  high." 


God  hath  seen  "the  affliction  of  his  afflicted/'  and 
hath  *'  brought  him  out  of  the  horrible  pit,  and  miry 
clay,  and  set  his  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  (for  ever)  e»- 
tablislied  his  goings;"  '*he  hath  set  him  on  high,  and 
given  to  him  a  name,  which  is  alx)ve  every  name, 
that  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  every  knee  should  bow.  of 
such  as  are  in  heaven,  and  such  as  are  on  eartli, 
and  under  the  earth,  and  every  tongue  confess  tliat 
he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

"  I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song, 
and  will  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving." 

In  heaven,  all  love  God ;  but  there  is  one  vho 
far  surpaH6e&  aVL  o\k^t^  in  devotion  to  him,  and  that 
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18  his  Son.  There  is  a  wonderful  interchange  of 
love  between  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  for  as  the 
Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath  given  aU  things 
into  his  hands,  so  the  Son  loveth  the  Father  with 
a  love  which  passeth  all  understanding ;  therefore 
doth  he  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song,  and 
doth  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving. 


4t 


This  also  shall  please  the  Lord  better  than 
an  ox  or  bullock  that  hath  horns  and 
hoofs." 


When  Saul  rebelled  against  the  Lord,  in  appro- 

E dating  to  himself  and  his  people  the  spoil,  which 
e  had  been  commanded  to  destroy,  he  excused 
himself  on  the  ground,  that  it  had  been  reserved 
to  do  sacrifice  to  the  Lord ;  but  Samuel  said  to  him 
"  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt  ofierings 
and  sacrifices  as  in  ooeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ? 
behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hear- 
ken than  the  fat  of  rams."  Samuel  does  not  say, 
that  God  had  no  delight  in  burnt  ofierings  and 
sacrifices ;  but  that  obedience  to  his  commands 
gave  him  greater  delight ;  so  here  the  ofiering  of 
an  ox  or  bullock  does  please  the  Lord;  but  to 
praise  and  magnify  him  with  songs  of  thanksgiving 
IS  still  more  pleasing  to  him.  When  the  temple  is 
rebuilt,  and  Israel  is  restored,  these  sacrifices  will 
be  resumed  as  prototypes  of  the  one  only  acceptable 
sacrifice,  and  will  be  piecusing  to  him  ;  "  they  shall 
come  up  with  acceptance  upon  mine  altar ;"  and  as 
in  the  51st  Psahn,  verse  19,  "  Then  shalt  thou  be 
pleased  with  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness,  with 
burnt  ofiering,  and  whole  burnt  offering ;  then  shall 
they  offer  bullocks  upon  thine  altar."    B\3i  Q^<^^ 
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-will  liave  stiU  ^eater  pleasure  iu  the  continnal 
praises  of  the  redeemed,  neaded  by  him  who  is  or- 
dained of  God  "  an  high  priest  for  ever,  after  the 
order  of  Melchizedek«" 


<'  The  humble  shall  see  this  and  be  glad." 

They  shall  see,  and  be  witnesses  to  the  high 
praises  of  God  coming  from  the  lips  of  their  great 
Hig^h  Priest ;  and  in  joining  in  those  praises  they 
fihtul  be  filled  with  unutterable  joy. 


» 


"  Your  heart  shall  live  that  seek  God. 


To  find  Him  is  life  ;  and  this  life  will  be  perpetu- 
ated by  an  ever-growing  acquaintance  with  Him  ; 
therefore,  "  Seek  the  Lord  and  his  strength,  seek 
his  face  evermore." 


"The  Lord  heareth  the  poor,  and  despiseth 
not  hifi  prisoners." 

The  eye  of  Christ,  in  all  his  affliction,  was  ever 
directed  toward  that  great  day  of  final  delivenuice 
to  Israel,  "when  thy  people  shall  be  delivered, 
every  one  that  shall  be  touiid  written  in  the  Ixjok." 
(Daniel  xii.  1).  On  that  day  the  Lord  will  hear  the 
groaning  of  (AntichnHt's)  prisoners,  and  ^\^ll  loose 
tliose  that  are  appointed  to  death,  (by  that  cruel 
Lord  and  fierce  knig,  "  who  openeth  not  the  house 
of  his  prisoners." — Isaiah  xiv.  17.)  that  they  may 
come,  and  dec^&i^  \\i^  mv^xsl*^  qC  the  Lord  in  Ziou» 
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and  his  praise  in  Jerusalem,  when  the  people  are 

Eitherea  to;^ether,  and  the  kingdoms,  to  serve  the 
ord."  (Psalm  cii.  20.) 

"Let  the  heaven  and  earth  psaise  him,  the 
seas,  and  every  thing  that  moveth  there- 
m. 

It  is  important  to  notice  what  it  is  that  leads  to 
this  sudden  exclamation  of  praise  and  thanksgiving; 
this  command  to  the  whole  universe  to  combine  to- 
gether to  utter  forth  the  praises  of  God.  It  is  vnth 
reference  to  that  great  day  already  referred  to, 
when  he  comes  to  give  deliverance  to  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are 
bound  ;  from  that  day  and  henceforward,  "  it  shall 
be  said,  among  the  heathen,  that  the  Lord  reign eth ; 
the  world  also  shall  be  established  that  it  shall  not  be 
moved  :  he  shall  judge  the  people  righteously  : 
(therefore)  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let  the 
earth  be  glad ;  let  the  sea  roar,  and  the  fulness 
thereof.  Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is 
therein  ;  then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice 
before  the  Lord ;  for  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh  to 
judge  (i.e.  to  reign  over)  the  earth  :  he  shall  judge 
the  world  with  righteousness,  and  the  people  with 
his  tnith."  (Psalm  xcvi.  10).  The  reason  why  the 
heaven,  and  the  earth,  and  the  seas,  and  all  that 
are  therein,  are  exhorted  to  praise  him  at  this  par- 
ticular juncture,  is  declared  in  the  words  which 
foDow : 

"  For  God  will  save  Zion,  and  will  build  the 
cities  of  Judah ;  that  they  may  dwell  there, 
and  have  it  in  possession." 
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''  The  seed  also  of  his  servants  shall  inherit  it ; 
and  they  that  love  his  name  shall  dwell 
therein. 

When  the  set  time  is  come  to  favour  Zion,  he 
will  appear  in  his  glory ;  and  a  new  race  of  holy 
men  will  be  raised  up  from  the  stock  of  Abraham, 
to  people  the  earth,  for  *'  Israel  shall  blossom  and 
bud,  and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  firuif  This 
race  will  go  on  increasmg,  through  endlen  gene- 
rations; seoiured  by  a  new  and  everlasting  co- 
venant from  the  possibility  of  cmy  more  sinning,  or 
departing  from  God,  *'  the  people  shall  be  all  right- 
eous, they  shall  inherit  the  land  for  ever." 


PSALM    LXX. 

1.  Make  haste,  0  God,  to  deliver  me  ;  make 
haste  to  help  me,  0  Lord. 

2.  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  confomided  that 
seek  after  my  soul :  let  them  be  turned  backward, 
and  put  to  confusion,  that  desire  my  hurt. 

3.  Let  them  be  turned  back  for  a  reward  of  their 
shame  that  say.  Aha,  aha  I 

4.  Let  all  those  that  seek  thee  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  thee ;  and  let  such  as  love  thy  salvation  say 
continually.  Let  God  be  magnified. 

5.  But  I  am  poor  and  needy ;  make  haste  unto 
me,  0  God :  thou  art  my  help  and  my  deliverer ; 
0  Lord,  make  no  tarrying. 

"Make  haste,  0  God,  to  deliver  me:  make  haste 
to  help  me,  0  Lord." 

It  is  ever  to  be  remembered  that  while  Christ 
is  God,  he  is  also  man ;  and  in  stooping  to  be- 
come a  servant,  he  henceforth  ceases  to  do  any 
thing  by  his  underived  right  and  power  as  God : 
he  becomes  a  recipient  of  life,  and  breath,  and  all 
things :  all  his  mighty  works  were  done  by  God, 
in  answer  to  his  believing  prayers.  If  he  healed 
the  sick,  cleansed  the  lepers,  raised  the  dead,  and 
cast  out  devils,  the  doer  thereof  was  the  Father, 
who  dwelt  in  him  ;  as  he  said,  "  The  Father  who 
dwelleth  in  me,  he  doeth  the  works."   Thus  was  he 
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dependent  on  God ;  and  thuB  did  he  unceaeinglr 
rest  on  him  :  **  his  eyes  were  ever  toward  the  Lori 
who  plucked  his  feet  out  of  the  net^"  (Psalm  xxv. 
15).  He  is  our  great  exemplar:  following  in  his 
footsteps,  we  also  do  overcome  as  he  overcame,  and 
shall  be  set  down  with  him  on  his  throne,  as  he  was 
set  down  on  his  Father's  throne.  In  this  verse,  he 
solicits  instant  aid  from  God,  *'  Make  haste,  0  God, 
to  deliver  me ;  make  haste  to  help  me,  O  God  f 
God  was  to  him,  and  will  be  to  us»  a  present  help 
in  the  time  of  trouble  and  need. 

"  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  confoimded  that 
Rerk  after  my  soul ;  let  them  be  turned 
backward,  and  put  to  confusion,  that  de- 
sire my  hurt." 

"  Let  them  be  turned  back  for  a  reward  of 
their  shame,  that  say,  Aha,  aha  I 


The  rendering  would  be  better  to  put  the  word 
life  for  soul.  They  sought  to  kill  him,  to  destroy 
the  temple  of  his  body,  to  cut  him  oflf  from  the 
earth,  that  he  might  no  more  appear  among  men  ; 
and  his  prayer  to  God  against  them,  is  tliat  they 
for  their  punishment  (in  thus  persecuting  him  un- 
justly) might  l>e  tnnied  backward,  and  put  to  con- 
fusion ;  be  brought  to  shame  and  everlasting  con- 
tempt. 

"  Let  all  those  that  seek  thee,  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  thee." 

AVliy  do  men  not  rejoice  in  God  ?  Because  they 
do  not  know  him  :  iiiia  they  know  him  not  because 
they  do  ivo\i  «>vi^k  Vrnw  \  but  *'  they  that  know  thy 


**  I  HAVE  WAITED  FOR  THY  SALVATION."         681 

Dame  will  be  joyful  in  thee."  God  is  the  fountain  of 
Hving  waters:  he  is  the  source  of  perennial  joy. 
He  who  made  the  human  soul,  made  it  to  find  true 
enjoyment  only  in  himself.  Thgse  who  will  not 
believe  this,  go  on  hewing  out  for  themselves  bro- 
ken cisterns,  which  can  hold  no  water ;  therefore, 
it  shall  be  with  them,  as  vnth  the  Israelites  in  the 
wilderness,  of  whom  God  said,  "  Foiirjr  years  long 
was  I  grieved  with  this  generation,  and  said,  It  is 
a  people  that  do  err  in  their  heart,  and  they  have 
not  known  my  ways :  imto  whom  I  sware  in  my 
wrath,  that  they  should  not  enter  into  my  rest." 
(Psahn  xcv.  10;. 


Let  such  as  love  thy  salvation,  say  continually, 
Let  God  be  magnified." 


No  man  can  magnify,  or  exalt,  or  honour  God, 
but  such  as  know,  and  expect,  and  love  God's  sal- 
vation. But  what  is  to  oe  understood  by  God's 
salvation  ?  This  expresses  it :  "  The  seed  of  the 
woman  shall  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent ;"  Christ 
came  down  from  heaven,  and  offered  up  his  life  as 
an  expiation  for  our  guilt ;  and  is  to  come  again  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  death,  and  him  that  hath 
the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil;  and  re- 
awakening us  into  a  new  and  glorious  and  ever- 
lasting life ;  this  in  very  truth  is  God's  salvation. 
This  was  promised  to  Abraham  ;  and  he  believed, 
and  looked  forward  with  joy  to  the  time  of  fulfil- 
ment ;  so  did  Isaac,  and  so  did  Jacob  ;  who,  when 
he  was  about  to  expire,  said,  "  I  have  waited  for 
thy  salvation,  0  Lord."  They  who  like  the  Israel- 
ites, believe  not,  'will  in  consequence  of  their  im- 
belief,   be   excluded ;  "  they   shall  not  enter  into 
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bis  rest ;''  ihey  shall  not  be  raised  up  at  tbe  last 
day.  When  he  comes  to  destroy  death,  it  will  only 
be  for  such  as,  like  Jacob,  had  been  waiting  for  it 
Btill  6od*s  salvation  is  designed  for  all  flesn ;  it  is 
a  *'  common  salvation ;"  for  the  promise  of  eternal 
life  is  to  every  man,  because  '*  he  tasted  death  for 
every  man,"  and  so  removed  the  curse,  that  the 
blessing  of  Abraham  might  come  on  all ;  and  the 
blessing  of  Abraham  is,  the  promise  of  the  earth 
for  an  everlasting  inheritance,  or  poasession.  This 
is  God's  salvation.  ^'  It  is  your  Father's  good  plea- 
sure, to  give  you  the  kingdom ;"  trust  his  word : 
He  is  a  Uod  of  integrity  and  truth,  who  will  not 
fail  any  who  trust  in  him.  He  that  understandeth 
what  Uod's  salvation  is,  and  expects  it,  relying  on 
God,  it  will  be  the  sheet  anchor  of  his  soiil,  "  sure 
and  stedfast,  entering  within  the  veil,  whither  the 
forerunner  is  for  us  entered :"  he  that  loveth  God's 
salvation,  is  brought  into  his  right  state :  has  be- 
come the  servant  of  God ;  has  his  fruit  unto  holi- 
ness, and  the  end  everlasting  life ;  he  will  say  con- 
tinually, "  Let  God  be  magnified,"  or  **  HaUowed 
be  thy  name." 

"  But  I  am  poor  and  needy." 

Silver  and  gold  he  had  none,  house  or  home  he 
had  none,  "  for  the  foxes  had  holes,  and  the  birds 
of  the  air  had  nests,  but  the  Son  of  man  had  not 
where  to  lav  his  head ;"  he  had  nothing,  yet  pot^ 
sessed  all  things:  he  was  in  constant  need«  and 
yet  his  needs  were  constantly  supplied ;  he  was 
nothing,  and  delighted  to  be  nothing,  that  out  of 
Jehovan's  fulness,  he  might  receive ;  and  of  that 
fulness  comxxixmiic^tQ  to  us,  and  grace  on  grace. 
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**  Make  haste  unto  me,  0  God ;  thou  art  mjr 
help  and  my  deliverer ;  0  Lord,  make  no 
tarrying." 

Why  this  urgency  for  God  ?  Because  his  soul 
**  thirsted  for  God  his  exceeding  joy."  Alas,  how 
rarely  are  we  urgent  for  God!     Many  would  be 

S[uite  content  without  him  altogether,  if  it  were  not 
or  the  fear  of  his  wrath.  "  All  that  are  far  from  thee, 
duaSi  perish,  for  thou  wilt  destroy  all  them  that  go 
a  whoring  from  thee.  (Psalm  Ixxiii.  27.)  Why  did 
Christ  desire  that  God  would  make  haste  unto  him  I 
Because  his  trials  and  temptations  were  such  as 
would  not  admit  of  delay.  The  lan^age  employed 
is  expressive  of  the  greatest  confidence  in  God  as 
**his  help  and  deliverer;"  he  had  always  found 
Him  **  a  present  help  in  time  of  need,"  and  was 
fully  assured  that  he  would  continue  to  be  so  ;  as 
he  saith  in  another  Psalm,  "  Through  God  we  rfiaD 
do  valiantly,  for  he  it  is  that  shall  tread  down  our 


enemies. 


PSALM    LXXI. 

1.  In  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  put  my  truBt;  let  me 
never  be  put  to  confusion. 

2.  Deliver  me  in  thy  righteousnefis,  and  cause 
me  to  escape :  incline  thine  ear  unto  me,  and  save 
me. 

3.  Be  thou  my  strong  habitation,  whereunto  I 
may  continually  resort :  thou  hast  given  comniainl- 
nicnt  to  save  me ;  for  thou  ai-t  my  rock  and  my 
fortress. 

4.  Deliver  me,  0  my  God,  out  of  tlio  hand  of 
the  wicked ;  out  of  the  hand  of  the  unrighteous 
and  cruel  man. 

5.  For  thou  ai-t  my  hope,  0  Lord  God :  tliou  art 
my  tnist  from  my  youth. 

6.  By  tlue  have  1  been  holden  up  from  the 
womb:  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  my  mothers 
bowels :  my  praise  shall  be  continually  of  thee. 

7.  I  am  as  a  wonder  unto  many :  but  thou  art 
my  sti'ong  refuge. 

8.  Let  my  mouth  be  filled  with  tliy  praise  and 
with  thy  honour  all  the  day. 

9.  Cast  me  not  oft'  in  the  time  of  old  age ;  ftir- 
eake  me  not  when  my  strengtli  faileth. 

10.  For  mine  enemies  speak  against  mo ;  and 
they  that  lay  wait  for  my  soul  take  counsel  to- 
getiier, 

IL  Saying,  God  hath  forsaken  him  ;  persecute 
and  take  him  ;  for  there  is  none  to  deliver  liini. 

12.  0  God,  be  not  far  from  me  :  0  my  God,  make 
haste  ioY  m^'  \\Av. 
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13.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  consumed  that 
«tre  adversaries  to  my  soul;  let  them  be  covered 
with  reproach  and  dishonour  that  seek  my  hurt. 

14.  But  I  will  hope  contiimally,  and  wiU  yet 
praise  thee  more  and  more. 

15.  My  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  righteousness 
and  thy  salvation  all  the  day;  for  I  know  not  the 
Durabers  thereof. 

16.  I  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God  :  I 
will  make  mention  of  thy  righteousness,  even  of 
thine  only. 

17.  0  God,  thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  youth : 
and  hitherto  have  I  declared  thy  wondrous  works. 

18.  Now  abo  when  I  am  old  and  gray-headed, 
O  iGrod,  forsake  me  not,  until  I  have  shewed  thy 
strength  unto  this  generation,  and  thy  power  to 
every  one  that  is  to  come. 

19.  Thy  righteousness  also,  O  God,  is  very  high, 
who  hast  done  great  things :  0  God,  who  is  like 
imto  thee ! 

20.  Thou,  which  hast  shewed  me  great  and  sore 
troubles,  shalt  quicken  me  again,  and  shalt  bring 
me  up  again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth. 

21.  Thou  shalt  increase  my  greatness,  and  com- 
fort me  on  every  side. 

22.  I  will  also  praise  thee  with  the  psaltery,  even 
thy  truth,  0  my  God :  unto  thee  will  I  sing  with 
the  harp,  0  thou  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

23.  My  lips  shall  greatlv  rejoice  when  I  sing  unto 
thee  ;  and  my  soul,  which  thou  hast  redeemed. 

24.  My  tongue  also  shall  talk  of  thy  righteous- 
ness all  the  day  long :  for  they  are  confounded,  for 
they  are  brought  unto  shame,  that  seek  my  hurt 

"  In  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trust ;  let  me 
never  be  put  to  confusioDL." 
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'^  Deliver  me  in  thy  rif^hteoufiueas,  and  cause 
me  to  eBoape ;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me, 
and  save  me." 

"  Our  Fathers  trusted  in  thee  ;  they  trusted,  and 
thou  didst  deliver  them ;  they  cried  unto  thee,  and 
were  delivered ;  they  trusted  m  thee,  and  were  not 
confounded."  (Psalm  xxii.  4.)  So  abo  did  the  Son 
put  his  trust  in  God ;  his  whole  life  was  one  of 
continual  and  unceasing  dependence  on  God,  who 
therefore  never  failed  hun ;  neither  will  he  fail  any 
who  put  their  trust  in  him.  The  first  thing  to 
trust  to,  is  the  word  of  his  promise,  even  the  pro- 
mise* of  eternal  life,  freely  given  to  us  through  Jesus 
Clirist  our  Lord ;  then,  for  all  lesser  blessings ;  and 
God  will  be  glorified  in  the  confidence,  which  we 
repose  in  liim.  "  Deliver  me  in  thy  righteousness  T 
deliverance  from  the  fear  of  wrath  comes  by  the 
knowledge  of  God,  as  our  righteousness;  as  it  is 
written,  *'But  now  the  righteousness  of  God,  with- 
out the  law,  is  manifested ;  even  the  righteousness 
of  God,  which  is  by  faith  of  Jesus  Chiist,  unto  all, 
and  upon  all  them  that  believe."  Christ  was  de- 
livered by  the  faith  of  this ;  so  are  we  delivered  by 
the  faith  of  him.  "  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent 
me,  and  1  live  by  the  Father ;  so  he  that  eateth 
me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me." 

"  Be  thou  my  strong  habitation,  whereimto  I 
may  continually  resort ;  thou  hast  given 
commandment  to  save  me ;  for  thou  art 
my  rock  and  my  fortress." 

**  Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all 
ji^ncratioiis."  (Psalm  xc.  1).  God  is  a  slielter  fur 
UB,  aiiOi  a  ^V.Yo\\^  \.v>\s^x  ^YVNVLi  the  enemy.     To  hia 
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beloved  Son,  he  was  a  rock,  and  a  fortress,  and  a 
deliverer ;  his  buckler,  and  the  horn  of  his  salvation, 
and  his  high  tower.  God  was  his  dwelling-place, 
his  impregnable  fortress,  to  which  he  continually 
resorted ;  he  had  no  distance  to  go  in  order  to  reach 
this  dwelling,  it  was  beside  him  on  all  occasions ; 
he  had  but  to  enter,  and  all  the  powers  of  earth 
and  hell  could  not  molest  him. 

"Deliver  me,  0  my  God,  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  wicked,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  un- 
righteous and  cruel  man." 

The  wicked  and  the  imrighteous  are  here  iden- 
tified, and  these  both  with  the  cruel  man.  The 
murderer  is  cruel ;  and  he  who  hateth  his  brother 
is  a  murderer ;  and  he  who  slandereth  and  speaketh 
evil  of  his  brother,  hateth  him ;  he  who  seeth  his 
brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of 
compassion  from  him,  hateth  his  brother,  and  will 
be  classed  among  the  cruel  men  :  all  who  depart 
in  their  hearts  from  God,  are  wicked ;  and  all  who 
have  not  laid  hold  on  God's  righteousness  are  un- 
righteous. 

"  Thou  art  my  hope,  0  Lord  God ;  thou  art 
my  trust  from  my  youth." 

"  Hope  that  is  seen  is  not  hope,  for  what  a  man 
eeeth,  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for  I  but  if  we  hope 
for  that  we  see  not,  then  do  we  with  patience  wait 
for  it."  The  foundation .  on  which  Christ  and  all 
the  fathers  set  their  hope  in  God,  was  the  promise 
which  God  gave  to  Abraham  and  his  seed ;  this 
promise,  throughout  the  scriptures,  is  called  "  the 
word  of  God,"  the  quickening  word  ;  this  word  ho 
believed,  and  so  rested  with  confidence  on  God* 
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"By  thee  I  have  beeu  holden  up  from  the 
womb ;  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of 
my  mother'6  boweb :  my  praise  ehall  be 
continually  of  thee/' 

Now,  this  is  eaually  true  of  all  other  men,  as  of 
the  Son  of  man :  but  whereas  we  all  look  at  second 
causes,  his  eye  ever  rested  on  the  first  and  true 
cause :  he  looked  not  at  the  instruments  of  his 
early  protection,  but  beyond  them,  direct  to  Him ; 
persuaded  that  by  him  only  he  had  been  holden  up 
from  the  womb,  as  by  lum  he  had  been  taken  out 
of  his  mother's  bowels ;  so  lie  loved  him,  and  siiicL 
"  My  praise  shall  be  continually  of  thee/'  Unbelief 
shuts  out  God;  so  that  our  unceasing  and  un- 
wearied benefactor  is  not  decerned,  though  he 
loadetli  us  daily  A\dth  benefits.  But  remember,  0 
man,  that  the  goodness,  and  forbearance,  and  long- 
suffering  of  God,  is  designed  to  lead  tlioe  to  re[)en- 
tance;  and  when  it  fails  in  acconiplisliing  tliis,  God 
will  cease  to  be  gracious ;  then  "he  shall  go  to  the  ge- 
neration of  his  fathera :  they  shall  never  see  hght." 

"  I  am  a  wonder  to  many :  but  thou  art  my 
strong  refuge/' 

He  was  for  a  sign,  and  for  a  wonder  in  Israel ; 
a  sign  who  was  spoken  against ;  and  a  li\nn^  won- 
der to  the  multitudes,  who  crowded  aroiuid  him : 
they  came  fi-om  all  parts  to  see  the  gi*eat  Physician, 
who  by  liis  word  could  heal  all  manner  of  sickness, 
and  all  manner  of  disease :  truly  he  was  a  wonder, 
*'  Never  man  spake  like  that  man  ;"  never  did  man 
act  like  that  man.  Many  kings  and  righteous  men, 
before  aivd  riuce  his  advent,  desired  to  see  him,  but 
have  not  \xad  ^^N^  \xq\\w«  \  \s>;\l  a  day  is  coming. 
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ivheii  this  wonder  of  wonders,  "  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh,"  will  be  seen  a^in ;  and  all  who  have 
longed  to  behold  him,  wm  be  gratified  :  "  They 
shall  see  his  face,  and  his  naibe  shall  be  in  theur 
foreheads."  "  The  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midst  of 
the  throne,  will  feed  them,  and  lead  them  to  living 
fountains  of  waters,  and  God  will  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes." 

"  Thou  art  my  strong  refuge.'* 

"  Because  thou  hast  made  the  Lord  thy  refuge, 
"even  the  Most  Hi^  thy  habitation  ;  there  shall  no 
evil  befall  thee,  neither  shall  any  plague  come  nigh 
thy  dwelling.  For  he  shall  give  nis  angels  charge 
over  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways.  They  shall 
bear  thee  up  in  tneir  hands,  lest  thou  dash  thy  foot 
Against  a  stone." 

"  My  mouth  shall  be  filled  with  thy  praise,  and 
with  thy  honour  all  the  day." 

"  His  meat  was  to  do  the  will  of  Him  who  sent 
him,  and  to  finish  his  work ;"  his  delight  was  to 
do  the  will  of  God,  just  because  God  was  inesti- 
mably precious  in  his  eyes;  his  exceeding  joy ;  there- 
fore his  mouth  was  "  filled  with  his  praise,  and  with 
his  honour  all  the  day." 


"  Cast  me  not  off  in  the  time  of  old  a^e ;  for- 
sake me  not  when  my  strength  faileth." 

How  can  this  language  have  been  used  by  him 
who  left  this  world  while  yet  in  maivKooi^  \Q3bX»r 
44 
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jity  ?  He  became  prematurely  old,  from  the  load 
of  sorrow  which  continually  oppreased  him.  The 
]9th  verse  of  this  Psalm,  places  beyond  doubt,  that 
these  are  the  Lord's  own  words.  His  eyes  became 
dim  from  grief,  his  knees  weak  through  fasting, 
the  hairs  of  his  head,  which  had  been  black  and 
bushy,  were  gray,  as  he  tells  in  the  18ih  verse,  "  I 
■  am  old  and  gray-headed." 

^*  For  mine  enemies  speak  against  me ;  and 

they  that  lay  wait  for  my  ufe  take  counsel 

together," 
**  Saying,  God  hath  forsaken  him ;  persecute 

and  take  him  ;  for  there  is  none  to  deliver 

him." 

By  a  comparatively  few,  he  was  believed  to  be 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God  :  by  a  much 
greater  number,  he  was  admitted  to  be  a  ^eat 

Erophet,  whom  God  had  raised  up  amongst  them  ; 
ut  by  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  and  especially 
the  rulers,  he  was  regarded  as  a  pretender  and  de- 
ceiver, as  a  gluttonous  man ;  a  wine-bibber ;  a 
friend  of  publicans  and  sinners.  They  ascribed  his 
miraculous  powers,  especially  in  ejecting  demons, 
to  his  having  collusion  with  the  evil  one ;  his  sacred 
teachings  appeared  to  them  as  foolishness,  and  had 
no  impression  on  their  unsanctified  hearts  ;  he  whs 
totally  devoid  of  those  qualities  which  they  looked 
for  in  him  whom  they  would  acknowledge  for  their 
Messiah,  having  neither  martial  abilities  as  a  com- 
mander, nor  supported  by  a  train  of  followers, 
likely  to  ensure  tlie  restoration  of  their  national 
prestige.  He  was  to  them  "  a  stone  of  stumbling, 
and  a  rock  ^i  offcuce,  that  they  might  stumble,  and 
fall,  aud  \)e  VstoV^xv  wcA  ^\ia.\^^^\\jl  taken  ;*'  but 
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lihe  deep-seated  averfiion  they  l)are  to  liiin,  arose 
fi'om  his  teHtimony ;  they  had  now  no  cloak  for 
their  sin,  and  hated  both  him  and  his  Father. 
They  sought  to  remove  him  out  of  their  path ;  and 
so  much  the  more  as  he  held  np  their  characters  to 
condemnation,  who  had  hitherto  obtained  credit  for 
a  high  degree  of  sanctity.  In  their  public  assem- 
blies, and  at  their  private  gatherings,  they  spake 
against  him,  in  the  most  vituperative  terms ;  as  a 
fflnner  who  violated  the  sabbath ;  a  fellow  of  whom 
no  one  knew  whence  he  is,  or  from  whom  he 
claimed  authority ;  a  houseless  wanderer,  whom 
even  God  seemed  to  have  forsaken ;  therefore  "  let 
us  percecute  and  take  him,  for  there  is  none  to  de- 
liver him." 


"  0   God,  be  not  far  from  me ;  O  my  God, 
make  haste  for  my  help." 

"  God  is  nigh  unto  all  that  call  upon  him ;"  he  hears 
their  cry,  and  will  help  them.  His  beloved  was  con- 
tinually calling  upon  nim  ;  he  lived  with  God,  and 
walked  with  God ;  God  was  never  absent  from  his 
thoughts ;  all  he  did,  he  did  to  please  God ;  and 
with  nim  God  was  ever  well  pleased.  "  The  Fa- 
ther hath  not  left  me  alone,  for  I  do  always  those 
things  that  please  him ;"  thus  he  was  preserved ; 
no  man  comd  lay  hands  upon  him,  because  the 
«hield  of  God  was  a  wall  of  fire  around  him. 


"  Let  them  be  confounded  and  consumed  that 
are  adversaries  to  my  soul ;  let  them  be 
covered  with  reproach  and  dishonour  that 
seek  my  hurt." 
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Shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect?"  Christ  '^tis 
his  elect  in  whom  his  soul  delighted ;"  and  would 
not  God  avenge  him  ?  if  they  did  not  repent,  they 
would  all  be  confounded  and  consumed,  be  covered 
with  reproach,  and  be  brought  into  dishonour,  and 
everlasting  contempt. 

"  But  I  will  hope  continually." 


In  the  119ih  Psalm,  verse  81,  he  says,  "  my  soul 
fainteth  for  thy  salvation  ;  but  I  hope  m  thy  word.** 
Thus  his  hope  rested  on  that  same  word,  which  is  the 
foundation  of  every  christian's  hope ;  and  that  word 
was  the  gospel  winch  was  preached  to  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  the  fathers ;  and  now  to  the 
Gentiles,  even  the  promise  of  the  earth  for  an 
everlasting  inheritance.  This  promise  of  God  was 
"  confirmed  by  an  oath,  that  by  two  immutable  things, 
in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might 
have  strong  consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge, 
to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before  us ;"  this  was  the 
hope  of  Clirist ;  for  God  had  said,  "  To  thee  will  I 
give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  for  ever  ;"  he  saith  not,  and 
to  seeds,  as  of  many,  but  as  of  one,  and  to  thy  seed 
who  is  Christ ;  as  many  as  are  Christ's  are  Abra- 
ham's seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise ; 
and  all  are  Christ's  who  believe  that  Clirist  died 
for  their  sins,  according  to  the  scriptures.  This  is 
the  hope  of  the  gospel,  from  which  we  are  not  to 
be  moved  away,  if  we  would  bring  forth  fruit  imto 
God.  This  is  that  hope,  which  sustained  oiu-  Lord 
Jesus;  from  which  he  was  never  moved  away  ;  as 
he  testifies  in  these  words,  "I  will  hope  continu- 
ally." 

"  And  Vi^  ^^^\>  Y^^\efc  'Ctv^^  wv^\^  and  more." 
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The  more  firmly  this  hope  is  fixed,  the  more  will 
OUT  hearts  be  drawn  out  to  God ;  and  his  -high 
praise  will  be  continually  in  our  mouth :  thus  it 
was  with  our  great  exemplar  and  head. 

"  My  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  righteousness 
and  thy  salvation  all  the  day  ;  for  I  know 
not  the  numbers  thereof." 

"He  that  speakethof  himself  seeketh  his  own  glory, 
but  he  that  seeketh  his  gloiy  that  sent  him,  the 
same  is  true,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him  ;" 
his  life  was  devoted  to  the  glory  of  "  his  Father,  and 
our  Father,  of  his  God  and  our  God ;'  to  whom 
he  could  truly  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  say,  '*  I  have 
glorified  thee  upon  the  earth." 

"  I  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God." 

The  Lord  God  was  the  King's  strength  ;  he  did 
nothing  of  himself,  nor  by  himself ;  all  his  might  and 
his  power  was  of  God  :  did  he  present  himself  with- 
out spot,  day  by  day,  unto  God  ? — it  was  through 
the  eternal  spirit :  did  he  multiply  the  loaves  and 
fishes  by  hundi-eds  V — it  was  by  the  power  of  God : 
did  he  walk  on  the  raging  sea,  and  hush  the  tem- 
pest into  a  calm  i — all  was  done  in  the  strength  of 
the  Lord  God.  But  was  he  not  the  Lord  God  him- 
self t  He  was  :  but  he  had  by  an  eternal  pre-exis- 
tent  arrangement,  come  witmn  the  limitations  of 
creature  power ;  and  now  acting  as  a  creature,  he 
becomes  the  pattern  to  all  created  intelligences, 
teaching  us,  that  from  God  we  are  to  expect  all 
strength  for  all  things,  and  thus  be  followers  of  him, 
who  did  all  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  Gvid. 
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'^  I  will  make  mention  of  tliy  righteousiiesSy 
even  of  thine  only.^ 

Even  Christ  did  not  stand  before  God  on  the 
footing  of  his  own  righteousness :  he  magnified  the 
law,  and  made  it  honourable,  through  faith  in  tha 
righteousness  of  God  imputed  to  hun*  The  way 
of  salvation  to  us,  was  the  way  of  salvation  to  him ; 
and  this  he  declared  in  these  words,  ''  As  the  living 
Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father,  so 
he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me."  Christ 
holds  out  the  palm  of  victory  to  such  as  overcome, 
.  "  even  as  he  overcame  ;"  so  making  it  evident,  that 
the  way  or  manner  by  which  we  enter  into  life  is 
the  same  by  which  he  himself  entered.  It  pleased 
God,  in  his  infinite  mercy  to  our  race,  to  impute 
his  own  righteousness  to  our  head  ;  this  was  liis 
robe  of  righteousness,  which  he  never  let  go 
through  unbelief,  fas  we  so  often  do,  and  again 
become  defiled)  he  was  always  invested  with  it: 
he  thus  lived  by  the  Father,  and  every  day  pre- 
sented himself  without  spot  unto  God.  The  Psalma 
abound  ^\^th  declarations  of  liis  reliance  on  the 
righteousness  of  God:  thus,  "Lead  me  in  thy 
righteousness,  because  of  mine  enemies;  make  thy 
way  straight  before  my  face."  (Psalm  v.  8.) ;  and 
here  also,  **  1  will  make  mention  of  thy  righteous- 
ness, even  of  thine  only ;"  and  again,  in  Psalm 
xxxi.  1,  "  In  thee,  0  Lortl,  do  I  put  my  trust ;  let 
me  never  be  ashamed ;  deliver  me  in  thy  righte- 
ousness;" and  again  in  the  119th  Psalm,  4{Hh 
vei-se,  **  Behold,  I  have  longed  after  tliy  precepts ; 
quicken  me,  in  thy  righteousness."  Thus  the  Fa- 
ther was  his  rightuouHness,  and  in  this  he  gloried  : 
by  faith  he  receivt^d  it,  and  by  faith  he  held  it 
fast ;  and  Wwx^Xj-s  ^viCvWx  vVs.^  wo:  vvW>  lay  hold  on  the 
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righteougness  of  God,  in  which  we  are  complete; 
and  80  find  rest  to  our  souls.  For  there  is  no  crea- 
ture that  can  stand  before  God,  on  the  footing  of 
his  own  merits,  but,  as  it  is  written,  "  Their  rignte- 
ousness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord." 


« 


0  God,  thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  youth." 


God  was  Christ's  instructor  and  teacher :  as  he 
saith,  "I  will  instruct  thee,.and  teach  thee  in  the  way 
that  thou  shalt  go :  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine 
eye  :"  and  our  Lord  himself  saith,  "  As  my  Father 
hath  taught  me,  I  speak  these  things."  Thus  was 
grace  poured  into  his  lips ;  for  his  mouth  was  ever 
open,  and  his  ear  ever  attentive  to  receive  the 
divine  commimications,  which  were  therefore  co- 
piously poured  into  him ;  so  that  "  he  spake  as 
iiever  man  spake :  he  drank  in  divine  knowledge 
with  eagerness,  as  he  saith  in  the  llUth  Psalm,  "  I 
opened  my  mouth  and  panted,  for  I  longed  for 
thy  commandments." 

"And  hitherto  have  I  declared  thy  wondrous 
works." 

His  whole  body  was  fuD  of  light,  and  that  light 
he  diffused  around  him  :  he  was  not  only  a  burning 
and  shining  light,  but  the  depository  of  all  the 
treasiu'es  of  wisdom  and  knowledge ;  "for  it  pleased 
the  Father  that  in  him  should  all  fullness  dwell ;" 
therefore  is  he  the  light  of  the  world, — *'  the  Sun 
of  righteousness." 

**  Now  also  when  I  am  old  and  gi-ay-headed, 
0    God   forsake   me   not ;   untU   1   have, 
showed  thy  strength  unto  this  generation, 
and  thy  power  to  every  one  that  ia  t<^ 
come." 
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He  bhewed  the  strength  of  God  unto  that  ^ne- 
ration,  by  the  mighty  works  which  he  did  in  his 
name ;  and  the  records  have  been  transmitted  from 
one  generation  to  another,  so  that  the  divine  power 
as  manifested  in  him,  hath  been  declared  to  every 
one  that  is  to  come.  If  the  church  had  continned 
faithful  to  her  head,  the  strength  and  power  of 
.  God  in  Christ  wonld  have  been  declared  by  much 
more  convincing  evidence  than  even  well  attested 
records;  for  the  works  which  he  did^  his  church 
would  have  done  also,  and  greater  woi^  than 
those,  because  he  has  gone  unto  the  Father. 

"  Thy  righteousness,  also  0  God,  is  very  hi^h, 
who  hast  done  great  tilings :  0  God,  vmo 
is  Uke  unto  thee." 

God  is  alone  in  his  glory ;  he  has  no  equals,  nor 
competitors :  his  and  his  only  is  **  the  kingdom,  and 
the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever :"  "  for 
who  in  heaven  can  be  compared  imto  the  Lord,  or 
who  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened 
unto  the  Lord."  (Psalm  Ixxxix.  6.)  He  only  can 
"  speak  and  it  is  done,  can  command  and  it  shall 
stand  fast."  It  is  he  **  who  hath  measiu-ed  the 
waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  meted  out 
heaven  \vitli  the  span,  and  comprehended  the  dust 
of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  and  weighed  the  moun- 
tains in  scales,  and  the  liills  in  a  balance.'^  Before 
him  all  nations  are  as  notliing,  and  are  counted  by 
him  as  less  than  nothing  and  vanity.  It  is  he  that 
fiitteth  upon  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  inha- 
bitants thereof  are  as  grasshoppers ;  that  stretcheth 
out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain  ;  and  spreadeth 
tUoia  out  ^  ^  \^u\»  \k^  v^'^'^\L  m\  ho  briugeth  out 
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their  host  by  number ;  he  calleth  them  all  by  names, 
by  the  greatness  of  his  might,  for  that  he  is  strong 
in  power ;  not  one  fafleth»"  (See  Isaiah  xl.) 

"  Thou,  who  hast  shewed  me  great  and  sore 
troubles,  shalt  quicken  me  again,  and  shalt 
bring  me  up  again  &om  the  depths  of  the 
earth." 

These  words  incontestably  prove  that  the  speaker 
is  Christ,  as  saith  the  Apostle,  ''  He  that  ascended, 
what  is  it  but  that  he  also  first  descended  into  the 
lower  parts  of  the  earth."  This  was  the  only  sign 
riven  to  that  adulterous  and  wicked  generation, 
tnat  *'  as  Jonah  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in 
the  whale's  belly,  so  should  the  Son  of  man  be  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth ;" 
and  that  this  does  not  mean  simply  the  grave,  or 
sepulchre,  in  which  his  body  rested  (and  which  was 
not  in  the  depths,  but  on  the  surface  of  the  earth) 
is  evident  from  many  scriptures,  as  for  instance  in 
the  63rd  Psalm,  where  it  is  said,  "  But  those  that 
fieek  my  life,  to  destroy  it,  shall  go  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  earth."  Thither  he  went,  during  the 
interval  between  his  death  and  his  resurrection ; 
and  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  he  was  brought 
up  again ;  as  saith  St.  Peter  in  Acts  ii.  24,  "  Whom 
€Fod  hath  raised  up,  having  loosed  the  pains  of 
death ;  because  it  was  not  possible  that  he  should 
be  holden  of  it." 

"  Thou  shalt  increase  my  greatness,  and  com- 
fort me  on  every  side. ' 

In  the  days  of  his  flesh,  they  said,  "  A  Qcea»t  ^x^ 
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Ehet  is  risen  up  among  us ;"  but  by  liiti  resurrection: 
e  was  declared  to  he  the  San  of  God  with  power  ; 
and  '*  God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him 
a  name  which  is  above  every  name."  "Angels 
and  authorities,  and  powers,  being  made  subject 
unto  him."  God  hath  indeed  increased  his  great- 
ness, BO  that  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  armies  of 
heaven,  nor  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  : 
for  to  him  shall  every  knee  be  made  to  bow,  and 
every  tongue  to  confess.  God  hath  also  comforted 
him  on  every  side,  having  for  ever  separated  him 
from  sinners,  and  siurounded  him  by  the  general 
assembly  and  church  of  the  first  born ;  in  whom  he 
beholds  {the  results  of)  the  travail  ol  his  soul,  and  is 
satisfied. 


"  I  will  also  praise  thee  with  the  psaltery,  even 
thy  truth,  0  my  God ;  unto  thee  will  I 
sing  with  the  harp,  0  thou  Holy  One  of 
Israel." 

"  My  lips  shall  greatly  rejoice  when  I  sing  un- 
to thee ;  and  my  soul  which  thou  hast 
redeemed." 

"  My  tongue  also  shall  talk  of  thy  righteous- 
ness all  the  day  long." 

Such  were  his  ardent  aspirations  after  God,  that 
we  can  form  but  a  distant  conception  of  them  ;  and 
et  if  we  are  to  be  his  companions  in  his  everlasting 
ingdom  and  ^lory,  we  must  be  like-minded  with 
him,  so  as  to  jom  with  him  in  the  high  praises  of 
God;  for  this  will  form  his  endless  employment, 
as  he  saith  in  the  61st  Psalm,  "  So  >vilLI  smg  praise 
unto  thy  name  for  ever." 

"For  they  are  confounded,  for  they  are  brought 
\nxV.o  ^^Tiivi^VVjal  WiCik(or  sought^  my  hurt." 


ki 
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He  contemplates  by  faith  the  period  as  arrived^ 
when  all  his  enemies  shall  be  put  under  his  feet ; 
when  they  shall  be  eonfoimded,  brought  unto  shame,, 
and  be  subjected  to  everlasting  ignominy  and  con- 
tempt; for  "men  shall  go  forth,  and  look  upon 
those  that  have  transgressed  against  me,  saith  the 
Lord,  for  their  worm  shall  not  die,  neither  shall 
their  fire  be  quenched ;  and  they  shall  be  an  ab- 
horring imto  all  flesh."  (Isaiah  Ixvi.  24).  Now  con- 
sider this  ye  that  forget  God ;  ye  that  live  without 
Him  in  th«  world :  yet,  a  little  while  and  the  ac- 
cepted time  and  day  of  salvation  will  be  past ;  then 
a  great  ransom  cannot  deliver,  "  for  the  redemption. 
oi  the  soul  is  precious  and  it  ceaseth  for  ever  J' 


PSALM   LXXII. 

1.  Give  the  kiiig  thy  judgmenta^  O  God,  and 
thy  righteousneaB  unto  the  king's  son. 

2.  He  shall  judge  th;^  people  with  righteou0- 
ness,  and  thy  poor  with  judgment. 

3.  The  mountains  shall  bnng  peace  to  the  people, 
and  the  little  liills,  by  righteousness. 

4.  He  shall  judge  the  poor  of  the  people,  he  shall 
save  the  childien  of  the  needy,  and  shall  break  in 
pieces  the  oppressor. 

5.  They  shall  fear  thee  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endure,  tlu-oughout  all  genemtious. 

(>.  He  shall  come  dowi)  like  raiji  upon  the  mown 
grass ;  as  showers  that  water  the  earth. 

7.  In  his  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish  ;  and 
abundance  of  peace  so  long  as  the  moon  endureth. 

8.  He  shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea, 
and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

9.  They  that  dweU  in  the  wilderness  shall  bow 
before  him  ;  and  his  enemies  shall  lick  the  dust. 

10.  The  kings  of  Tarahish  and  of  the  isles  shall 
bring  presents  :  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  shall 
offer  ^*ts. 

.11.  Yea,  all  kings  shaU  fall  down  before  him  ;  nil 
nations  shaU  serve  iiim. 

12.  For  he  shall  deliver  the  needy  wlien  he 
crieth  ;  the  poor  also,  and  him  tliat  hatli  no  h<^Iper. 

13.  He  shall  spare  the  poor  and  needy,  and  sliall 
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14.  He  shall  redeem  their  soul  from  deceit  and 
violence :  and  precious  shall  their  blood  be  in  his 
sight. 

15.  And  he  shall  live,  and  to  him  shall  be  given 
of  the  gold  of  Sheba  :  prayer  also  shall  be  made  for 
him  continually  ;  and  daily  shall  he  be  praised. 

16.  There  shall  be  an  handful  of  com  in  the 
earth  upon  the  top  of  the  mountains;  the  fruit 
thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon  :  and  they  of  the 
city  shall  flourish  like  the  grass  of  the  earth. 

17.  His  name  shall  endure  for  ever :  his  name 
shall  be  continued  as  long  as  the  sim :  and  men 
shall  be  blessed  in  him :  all  nations  shall  call  him 
blessed. 

18.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Israel, 
who  only  doeth  wondrous  things. 

19^  And  blessed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever : 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory. 
Amen,  and  Amen. 

20.  The  prayers  of  David  the  son  of  Jesse  are 
ended. 

"  Give  the  Eng  thy  judgments,  0  God,  thy 
righteousness  (or  thy  righteous  adminis- 
tration) unto  the  King's  son." 

At  his  first  advent  he  declared  that,  "  he  judged 
no  man."  To  one  he  said,  "  Man,  who  hath  made 
me  a  judge  or  a  divider  over  you  V*  The  time  for 
him  to  judge  will  be  when  he  shall  come  to  reign  ; 
therefore  when  he  saith,  that  "  The  Father  judgeth 
no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  unto  the 
Son,"  it  is  when  he  comes  to  "judge  the  world  in 
righteousness,  and  to  minister  judgment  unto  the 
people  in  uprightness ;"  to  which  period,  the  words 
of  tnis  Psalm  refer,  "  Give  the  King  thy  judgmental' 
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Christ  is  God's  anointed  King ;  "  therefore  ^ill  he 
•overturn,  until  he  come  whoso  right  it  is  to  reign, 
and  he  will  give  it  him,"  a  kingdom  which  shall 
not  be  destroyed.  He  is  oallea  the  King^s  Son, 
being  the  branch  that  grew  out  of  the  root  of  Da- 
vid ;  the  offspring  of  David,  imto  whom  God  pro- 
mised, saying,  "  he  shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
Father  David,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no 
end." 


« 


He  shall  judge  thy  people  with  righteousness, 
and  thy  poor  with  judgment. 


"  There  shall  bo  one  King  over  all  the  oartli,  and 
his  name  one."  (Zechariah  xiv.  19).  '*  Tlie  Lord 
sliall  be  our  law-giver,  the  Lord  shall  be  our  jiidjre, 
and  the  Lord  shall  be  our  king."  (Isiiiah  xxxiii.  22). 
'*  With  righteousness  shaD  he  judge  the  poor,  and 
reprove  with  equity,  for  the  meek  of  the  earth  ;  for 
righteouHuesH  shall  be  the  girdle  of  his  loins,  and 
faithfulness  the  girdle  of  his  reius."  (Isaiah  xi.  4). 
lIis  sceptre  shall  be  a  righteous  sceptre;  the  ad- 
ministi-ation  thereof  shall  be  with  equity,  as  in  the 
75th  Psalm,  "When  1  shall  receive  the  congregation, 
1  will  judge  uprightly ;"  he  will  Fend  forth  his  com- 
mandment upon  the  earth,  and  his  word  shall  nm 
very  swiftly.  "  Then  shall  the  nations  be  glad,  and 
sing  for  joy,  for  thou  shalt  judge  the  people  right- 
eously, and  govern  tlie  nations  upon  earth."  (Psalm 
Ixvii.  4.) 

■ 

"  The  mountaius  shall  bring  peace   unto  tlie 
peo\NW,  and  the  little  hills  by  righteous- 
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'Because  of  righteousness  there  shall  be  no  more 
curse  ;  the  mountains  shall  bring  peace  and  plenty, 
for  "  tiiere  shall  be  upon  every  high  moimtain,  and 
upon  every  high  hill,  rivers  and  streams  of  water." 
(Isaiah  xxx.  35.)  The  year  will  be  crowned  with 
hii  goodness,  and  his  paths  shall  drop  fatness :  they 
shall  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness,  and 
the  little  hills  shall  rejoice  on  every  side."  (Psalm 
Ixv.  11.) 

"He  shall  judge  the  poor  of  the  people,  he 
shall  save  the  children  of  the  needy,  and 
shall  break  in  pieces  the  oppressor." 

"  He  shall  deliver  the  needy  wnen  he  crieth : 
the  poor  and  him  that  hath  no  helper." 

"  He  shall  spare  the  poor  and  needy,  and  shall 
save  the  souls  of  the  needy." 

"  He  shall  redeem  their  soul  from  deceit  and 
violence ;  and  precious  shall  their  blood 
be  in  his  sight." 

These  verses  are  classed  together,  because  they 
aD  refer  to  his  mode  of  judgment,  and  to  the  class 
to  which  his  attention  shall  be  especially  directed ; 
the  poor  and  the  needy ;  of  course  also  it  points  to 
the  commencement  of  his  reign  ;  for  then  only  will 
there  be  found  the  poor  that  hath  no  helper,  and  op- 
pressors to  break  m  pieces.  When  he  shall  be  es- 
tablished on  his  throne,  with  the  whole  earth  at 
rest  before  him,  with  every  man  under  his  vine, 
and  imder  his  fig-tree,  and  the  earth  yielding  her 
increase  ;  the  inhabitant  in  that  day  shall  not  say, 
"  I  am  sick ;"  neither  shall  he  say,  I  am  in  want. 
All  the  present  inequalities  arising  from  injustice, 
and  oppression,  and  robbery,  shall  be  removed  ; 
"  Violence  shall  be  no  more  heard  in  thy  land ; 
wasting  and  destruction  within  thy  borders." 
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''  Men  shall  fear  thee  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endure,  throughout  all  generations.** 

<'  Sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts  himself,  and  let  him 
be  your  fear,  and  let  him  be  your  dread.*'  He  who 
sitteth  on  David's  throne  is  David's  Lord  and  Ood ; 
he  is  to  be  feared,  even  Jesus  Christy  God  manifest 
in  the  flesh:  the  revealer  of  the  invisible  God :  "  for 
no  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time,  the  only  begot- 
ten Son,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he 
hath  declared  him."  When  we  therefore  come  to 
look  upon  the  Kinff  who  sitteth  on  David's  throne, 
we  shall  look  on  the  only  li\T[ng  and  tnie  God,  the 
former  and  maker  of  all  tilings ;  we  shall  look  on 
him,  in  whom  is  enshrined  all  the  fulness  of  the 
godhead ;  and  "  it  shall  be  said  in  that  day,  Lo, 
this  is  our  God ;  wo  have  waited  for  him,  and  he 
will  save  us ;  this  is  the  Lord :  we  have  waited 
for  him,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  his  sal- 
vation." (Isaiah  xxv.  9.)  Thus  shall  he  be  feared, 
be  worsliipped,  and  served  by  generation  after 
generation,  through  an  endless  succession  of  ages. 
The  church,  which  is  the  fulness  of  him  who 
fiUeth  all  in  all.  will  be  the  highest  organiza- 
tion in  the  imivorse,  yet  limited  as  to  numbers,  for 
it  will  be  completed  at  the  appearing  of  Christ :  but 
the  literal  stock  of  Abraham  (of  which  the  nucleus, 
or  first  fruits  shall  be  the  hundred  and  forty  four 
thousand,  who  appear  on  mount  Zion,  Rev.  xiv.  1 
at  the  commencement  of  his  reig^)  shall  become  as 
the  grass  of  the  earth  for  multitude  ;  (Hos.  ix.  10.) 
"  Yet  the  immber  of  the  children  of  Israel  shall  be 
as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  which  cannot  be  meaisnu^d 
nor  nimibered ;"  of  whom  God  hath  swoni  in  his 
holiness,  that  he  wiD  ever  preserve  them  from 
falling,  or  tioiu  \^iisi%\».ck  from  him.    This  is  that 
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Tineyard  of  red  wine,  (Isaiah  xxvii.)  I  tlie  Lord 
do  keep  it ;  I  will  water  it  every  momeut :  lest  any 
hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day."  God  mani- 
fest in  the  flesh,  will  be  for  ever  tne  supreme  ob- 
ject of  fear  and  love,  even  "  as  long  as  the  3un  and 
moon  endure ;"  and  God  has  expressly  said,  that 
"  these,  the  ordinances  of  heaven,  shall  not  depart 
from  before  him."  "  He  hath  also  established  them 
for  ever  and  ever ;  he  hath  made  a  decree  which 
shall  not  pass."  (Psalm  cxlviii.  5).  Thus  shall  men 
fear  him,  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  endure, 
throughout  all  generations. 


« 


He  shall  come  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown 
grass ;  as  showers  that  water  the  earth." 


In  the  absence  of  rain,  vegetation  languishes  and 
dies ;  but  when  "  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the 
snow  from  heaven,  and  watereth  the  earth,  it  maketh 
it  bring  forth,  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the 
sower,  and  bread  to  the  eater."  "  As  the  earth 
drinketh  in  the  rain  which  cometh  oft  upon  it,  and 
bringeth  forth  herbs  meet  for  them  by  whom  it  is 
dressed;"  so  shall  his  presence  bless  the  earth, 
which  then  will  yield  her  increase :  these  will  be 
^*  the  times  of  refreshing,  from  the  (literal)  presence 
of  the  Lord ;"  and  at  his  coming,  all  nature  will  re- 
vive ;  the  thorn  and  the  thistle  will  give  place  to 
the  &:-tree  and  the  myrtle  tree ;  "  which  will  be  to 
the  Lord  for  a  name,  and  for  an  everiasting  sign 
that  shall  not  be  cut  off."  "  They  shall  revive  as  the 
com,  and  grow  as  the  vine,  and  spread  forth  their 
roots  as  Lebanon."  Thus- will  he  come  down  like 
rain  upon  the  mown  grass ;  and  like  showers  that 
water  the  earth. 
45 
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'*  lu  his  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish ;  and 
abundance  of  peace  so  long  as  the  moon 
endureth." 

These  days  are  "  his  days,*'  to  which  Abraham 
looked  forward.  "  Your  Father  Abraham  rejoiced 
to  see  my  day,  and  he  saw  it,  and  was  glad  ;** 
whereas  the  present  time  is  **  the  hour  of  the  power 
of  darkness.  But ''  the  night  is  far  spent^  and  the 
day  is  at  hand:^  "weeping  may  endure  for  the 
night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning."  When  the 
Sun  of  righteousness  appears,  the  day  will  come ; 
and  as  he  vnil  not  depart  any  more,  the  day  will 
continue ;  it  shall  be  '*  one  day  to  the  Lord,  not 
day  and  night,  for  at  evening  time  it  shall  bo  light." 
To  his  days  there  shall  be  no  end  :  and  tlien 
shall  the  righteous  flourish ;  "  they  shall  flourish 
like  the  palrn  tree,  and  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Leba- 
non ;*  "  the  righteous  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father :"  tlie  kingdom  of 
their  Father,  is  that  kingdom  to  be  set  up  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  kingdoms  represented  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image :  **  for  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world 
are  to  become  the  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  of 
his  Christ,  and  he  shall  reign  for  eyer  and  ever." 

"  He  shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea, 
and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the 
earth." 

"The  kingdom  shall  bo  the  Lord's,  and  he  will  be 
the  governor  among  the  nations  ;"  as  it  is  written 
in  the  89th  Psalm,  "  My  faithfulness  and  my  mercy 
shall  be  with  him ;  and  in  my  name  shaU  nis  honi 
be  exalted.  I  will  set  his  hand  also  in  the  sea,  and 
his  right  \^iid  Vxx  \}ci^  Tv\^t««    He  shall  cry  unto  me, 
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Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God,  and  the  rock  of  my 
salvation ;  afco  I  will  make  him  my  first-born,  higher 
than  the  kings  of  the  earth." 


"  They  that  dwell  in  the  wilderness  shall  bow 
before  him  ;  and  his  enemies  shall  lick  the 
dust." 

'Hiere  will  be  frequent  periodical  migrations  from 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  Jerusalem,  the  city  of 
the  great  King ;  and  men  shaD  see  the  King,  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  and  he  will  teach  them  of  his  ways, 
and  they  shall  walk  in  his  paths  :  for  "  out  of  Zion 
shall  go  forth  the  l.iw.  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
from  Jerusalem."  (Isaiah  ii.  3) ;  and  all  his  ene- 
mies shall  Hck  the  dust :  not  one  solitaiy  individual 
will  be  found  in  antagonism  to  his  will,  among  all 
the  tribes,  and  nations,  and  peoples,  and  tongues ; 
all  shall  have  been  destroyed  on  the  day  that  ho 
descends  to  his  throne ;  for  "  with  the  breath  of  his 
lips  he  will  slay  the  wicked ;"  as  in  the  lOlst  Psalm, 
verse  8,  "  I  will  early  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the 
earth ;  that  I  may  cut  ofiF  all  wicked  doers  from  the 
city  of  the  Lord." 

"  The  kings  of  Tarshish  and  of  the  isles  shall 
bring  presents;  the  kings  of  Sheba  and 
Seba  shall  oflFer  gifts." 

"  Surely  the  isles  shall  wait  for  me,  and  the  ships 
of  Tarshish  first,  to  bring  thy  sons  from  far,  their 
silver  and  their  gold  with  them,  unto  the  name  of 
the  Lord  thv  God,  and  to  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
because  he  hath  glorified  thee."  (Jerusalem).  All 
they  from  Sheba  shall  come ;  they  shall  bring  gold 
and  incense,  and  they  shall  shew  forth  the  praises 
of  the  Lord.  (Isaiah  Ix.  9).  "  They  shall  bring 
presents  to  him  that  ought  to  be  feared."    Tha 
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ancient  custom  of  bringing  gifts  on  state  visitB,  (as 
in  the  case  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  when  visiting 
Solomon's  court)  will  be  renewed  in  those  halcyon 
days ;  the  nations  will  emulate  each  other  in  the 
magnificence  of  their  gifts,  all  of  which  will  be  laid 
at  the  feet  of  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
and  will  be  graciously  accepted  byliim.  Even  now  he 
is  pleased  to  receive  an  offering  at  our  hands,  when 
presented  with  pure  hearts ;  and  onr  gifts  are  re- 
compensed a  thousand-fold :  so  shall  it  be  in  the 
days  of  his  kingdom  ;  he  will  receive  them  at  their 
hands,  that  he  may  multiply  their  blessings  mani- 
fold, and  load  them  with  his  l)enofit8. 

"  Yea,  all  kings  shall  fall  do^vn  before  him ;  all 
nations  shall  serve  him." 

It  is  written,  "  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy 
God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve.'*  In  Him,  the 
nations  will  worship  not  the  representative  of  the 
invisible  God,  but  embodied  in  huma7uti/,  the  nreat 
God  himself y  even  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  They 
shall  see  all  that  may  or  can  be  seen  of  God,  for 
no  man  hath  seen  (or  can  see)  God  at  any  time. 
*'  the  only  begotten  Son  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  he  hath  declared  him."  This  worsliip  will 
be  universal,  for  "  all  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  re- 
member, and  turn  unto  the  Lord ;  and  all  the  kin- 
dreds of  the  nations  shaD  worship  before  thee ;  tor 
the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's,  and  he  is  the  governor 
among  the  nations."  (Psalm  xxii.  27). 

"  He  shall  live,  and  to  him  shall  be  given  of 
the  gold  of  Sheba;  prayer  also  shall  be 
made  to  him  continually ;  and  daily  shaD 


DAILY  SHALL  HE  BE  PRAISED.  709 

**  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and,  behold, 
I  am  alive  for  evermore,  amen  ;  and  have  the  keys 
of  hell  and  of  death."  (Rev.  i.  18).  "  Thou  wilt 
prolong  the  king's  life ;  and  his  years  as  many 
generations.  He  shall  abide  before  God  for  ever." 
(Psalm  Ixi.  6).  Thus  Christ,  being  raised  from  the 
dead,  dieth  no  more,  death  hath  no  more  dominion 
over  him.  He  shall  live,  and  be  a  High  Priest  for 
ever,  after  the  order  of  Melcliizedek.  As  God's 
High  Priest,  prayer  sliall  be  made  for  him  continu- 
ally ;  and  as  being  himself  **  God  over  all,  blessed 
for  ever,"  prayer  shall  be  made  to  him  continually  ; 
for  although  occupying,  as  High  Priest,  a  subordin- 
ate place,  he  cannot  cease  to  be  God,  nor  cease  to 
be  recognized  as  God ;  one  \vith  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  that  all  men  may  honour  (and 
worship)  the  Son  even  as  they  honour  (and  wor- 
ship) tne  Father.  It  was  Clirist  who  appeared  to 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Moses,  and  all  the 
prophets,  and  whom  they  worshipped  as  the  one 
only  God ;  for  then  as  now,  in  him  dwelt  all  the 
fulness  of  the  godhead.  "  Daily  shall  he  be  prais- 
ed:" as  is  written,  "Praise  waiteth  for  thee  in 
Zion,  0  God,  and  unto  thee  shall  the  vow  be  per- 
formed." (Psalm  xlv.  1).  In  the  45th  Psalm,  verso 
17,  God  the  Father,  addressing  his  Son,  saith,  "  I 
will  make  thy  name  to  be  remembered  in  all  gene- 
rations ;  therefore  shall  the  people  praise  thee  for 
ever  and  ever."  Thus  as  the  Son  glorified  the 
Father,  so  now  doth  the  Father  gloiify  the  Son 
with  himself,  with  the  glory  which  he  had  with 
him  before  the  world  was :  there  is  thus  a  mar- 
vellous reciprocation  of  glory  between  the  per- 
sons of  the  godhead :  likewise  in  the  daily  praises, 
which  wiD  ascend  to  Christ  from  the  innumer- 
able multitude  of  worshippers ;  in  all  these  the 
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Father  also  will  be  praised,  for  he  who  "  honour- 
eUi  the  Son,  honoureth  the  Father  who  sent  him.'* 


"There  shall  be  an  handfnl  of  com  in  the 
earth  upon  the  top  of  Uie  mountains ;  the 
fruit  thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon.'' 


Such  will  be  the  exceeding  fertility  of  the  earth ; 
a  handful  of  com,  thrown  into  the  earth,  even  in 
stony  places,  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  ex- 
posed, and  shelterless,  and  which  are  usually  found 
bare  of  herbage ;  even  there,  the  handful  of  com 
will  rapidly  spring  up,  first  tlie  blade,  then  the  e€ur, 
and  then  the  full  corn  in  the  ear,  a  thousand-fold ; 
lofty  sheaves,  laden  with  com,  will  shake  like  the 
towering  trees  of  Lebanon. 

"  They  of  the  city  shall  flourish  like  the  grass 
of  the  earth." 

"  A  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small 
one  a  great  nation."  ''Israel  shall  blossom,  and  bud, 
and  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  fruit.''  There  will 
be  no  dcatlis  in  families,  nor  any  barren  mothers, 
but  the  barren  woman  (or  her  that  in  the  former 
age  would  Lave  boon  so)  will  keep  house,  and  be 
a  joyful  mother  of  cliildron.  p]very  man's  wife 
*' shall  ]>o  as  a  fruitful  vine,  by  the  sides  of  the  house ; 
their  cliiklren,  like  olive  plants,  round  about  their 
table."  *'The  Lord  will  bless  them  out  of  Zion  ;  and 
they  shall  see  the  good  of  .lemsalem,  all  the  days 
of  their  life ;  yea,  they  shall  see  their  children's 
children  (to  many  generations,)  and  peace  upon  Is- 
rael." (VeaXm  v^^-^Nui.^ 
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"  His  name  shall  endure  for  ever ;  his  name 
shall  be  eontiimed  as  long  as  the  sun ; 
men  shall  be  blessed  in  lum  :  all  nations 
shall  call  him  blessed." 

This  is  Jesus  the  prophet  of  Nazareth  of  Galilee. 
This  is  Jesus  the  son  of  David,  king  of  Israel.  This 
is  he  to  whom  God  hath  given  a  name,  which  is 
above  every  name.  This  is  he  whose  name  shall 
stand  high  above  all  other  names  for  ever  and  ever ; 
**  he  shall  reign  over  the  house  of  Jacob  for  ever, 
and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end ;"  and  in 
him,  according  to  God's  promise  to  Abraham,  shall 
all  nations  be  blessed.  His  presence  in  the  earth 
will  be  the  procuring  cause  or  universal  peace  and 
plenty ;  "  of  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever."  The 
whole  earth  will  teem  with  abundance,  and  be 
covered  with  beauty,  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord. 
The  light  of  the  moon  will  be  increased  in  bright- 
ness, so  as  to  make  the  night  bright  as  the  day  now 
is ;  and  the  light  of  the  sun  will  be  seven-fold  as 
the  light  of  seven  days :  this  will  be  done,  in  the 
day  when  the  Lord  bindeth  up  the  breach  of  his 
people,  (the  children  of  Israel)  and  healeth  the 
stroke  of  their  wound.  It  will  be  the  delight  of  all 
nations,  to  come  to  Jerusalem,  "  the  perfection  of 
beauty,  and  joy  of  the  whole  earth,"  to  worsliip  the 
King,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  to  present  to  him,  as 
the  eastern  Magi  did  of  old,  gifts :  gold,  and  frank- 
incense, and  myrrh ;  they  shall  ascribe  to  him, 
**  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing ;"  all  will  call  him 
blessed. 

"  BlcRsod  be  the  Lord  God,  the  God  of  Israel, 
who  only  doeth  wondrous  things." 
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This  Jesus  is  the  "  Lord  God,"  by  which  name  he 
was  known  to  Adam  in  Paradise ;  and,  the  God  of 
Israel,  whom  the  elders  of  Israel  saw  in  the  wilder- 
ness; for  it  is  written  in  Exodus,  xxiv.  9,  ^<Then 
went  up  Moses  and  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abiho,  and 
seventY  of  the  elders  of  Israel ;  and  they  saw  the 
God  of  Israel :  and  there  was  mider  his  feet  as  it 
were  a  paved  work  of  a  sapphire  stone,  and  as  it 
wer^  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearness."  Now, 
no  man  hath  seen  God  (the  Father)  at  any  time ; 
the  only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  he  nath  declared  him." 

"  BleBsed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever :  and 
let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory. 
Amen,  and  amen." 

Then  all  shaU  delight  themselves  in  God,  and  shall 
say,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  0  our  souls ;  and  all  that  is 
witliin  us,  bless  his  holy  name  ;"  and  "  blessed  be 
his  glorious  name  for  ever."  Then  will  that  word 
be  fulfilled,  "As  tnily  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord, 
the  whole  earth  shall  be  filled  with  my  glory." 
Let  all  that  love  him  say,  "  Amen,  and  amen,** 
"thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  tlie  power,  and  the 
glory  for  ever  and  ever." 

"  The  prayers  of  David,  the  son  of  Jesse  are 
ended." 

These  words  are  appended  to  this  Psalm  sur- 
reptitiously, by  the  danng  hand  of  some  uninspired 
wiiter ;  for  the  inspired  compositions  of  Davia  are 
not  here  ended,  as  a  proof  of  which,  Clirist  himself, 
in  speaking  of  the  110th  Psalm,  saith,  **  How  then 
doth  DaVia  Vii  »^m^  ^^^  Messiah  Lord,  saying,  The 
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Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  riprht 
hand,  imtil  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool/'  This 
certifies  that  David  never  penned  this  sentence ; 
besides,  he  is  but  the  amanuensis  for  another ;  "  my 
tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,"  The  Spirit 
of  Uod  spake  by  him,  and  his  word  was  on  his 
tongue.  There  is  a  similar  imauthorised  addition 
in  tne  gospel  by  John,  at  the  close,  which  bears  no 
resemblance  to  the  words  of  the  sacred  writer: 
**  And  there  are  also  many  other  things  which  Jesus 
did,  the  which,  if  they  should  be  written,  every  one, 
I  suppose  that  even  the  world  itself  could  not  contain 
the  Dooks  that  should  be  written;"  such  gross  exag- 

feration  never  came  from  his  pen:  "the  words  of  the 
ord  are  pure  words,  as  silver  tried  in  a  furnace  of 
earth,  purified  seven  times."  No  recklessness  or  in- 
considerate statement  will  be  found  in  the  holy  scrip- 
tures, which  all  "  are  given  by  inspiration  of  God.** 
These  two  passages,  viz : — this  in  the  end  of  the 
72nd  Psalm,  and  the  one  now  referred  to,  at  the 
close  of  St.  John's  Gospel,  must  be  classed  together 
as  impure  interpolations  inserted  by  men,  who  have 
dared  to  add  to  the  words  of  scripture,  and  will  bring 
upon  themselves  the  judgments  denounced  in  that 
book. 


PSALM   L  XXIII. 

1.  Truly  God  is  good  to  Israel,  even  to  such  as 
are  of  a  clean  heart. 

2.  But  as  for  me,  my  feet  were  almost  gone  ; 
my  steps  had  well  nigh  slipped. 

3.  For  I  was  envious  at  tne  foolish,  when  I  saw 
the  prosperity  of  the  wicked. 

4.  For  there  are  no  bands  in  their  death;  but 
their  strength  is  firm. 

5.  They  are  not  in  trouble  as  other  men ;  neither 
are  they  plagued  like  other  men. 

Therefore  pride  compasseth  them  about  as  a 
chain  ;  violence  covereth  them  as  a  garment. 

7.  Their  eyes  stand  out  with  fatness  :  they  have 
more  than  heart  could  wish. 

8.  They  are  corrupt,  and  speak  wickedly  con- 
cerning oppression  :  they  speak  loftily. 

9.  They  set  their  mouth  against  the  heavens; 
and  their  tongue  waBceth  through  the  earth. 

10.  Therefore   his  people   return   tliither  ;   and 
waters  of  a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  to  them. 

11.  And  they  say.  How  doth  God  know  ?  and  is 
there  knowledge  in  the  Most  High  ? 

12.  Behold,  these  are  the  ungodly,  who  pro8i)er 
in  the  world  :  they  increase  in  nches. 

13.  Verily  I  have  cleansed  my  heart  in  vain,  and 
washed  my  hands  in  innocency. 

14.  For  all  the  day  long  have  I  been  plagued, 
and  chastened  every  monnng. 

15.  If  I  say,  I  wiD  speak  thus ;  behold  I  should 
offend  against  the  generation  of  thy  children. 
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16.  When  I  thought  to  know  this,  it  wa»  too  pain- 
fdl  for  me. 

17.  Until  I  went  into  the  sanctuary  of  God ;  then 
understood  I  their  end. 

18.  Surely  thou  didst  set  them  in  slippery  places : 
thou  castedst  them  down  into  destruction. 

19.  How  are  they  brought  into  desolation,  as  in 
a  moment !  they  are  utterly  consumed  with  terrors. 

20.  As  a  dream  when  one  awaketh  ;  so,  0  Lord, 
when  thou  awakest,  thou  shalt  despise  their  image. 

21.  Thus  my  heart  was  grieved,  and  I  was 
pricked  in  my  reins. 

22.  So  foolish  was  I,  and  ignorant :  I  was  as  a 
beast  before  thee. 

23.  Nevertheless  I  am  continually  with  thee  : 
thou  hast  holden  me  by  my  right  hand. 

24.  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with  thy  coimsel,  and 
afterward  receive  me  to  glory. 

25.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there 
is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee. 

26.  My  flesh  and  my  heart  faileth  :  but  God  is 
the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

27.  For,  lo,  they  that  are  far  from  thee  shall 
perish  :  thou  hast  destroyed  all  them  that  go  a 
whoring  from  thee. 

28.  But  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  God : 
I  have  put  my  trust  in  the  Lord  God,  that  I  may 
declare  all  thy  works. 

"  Truly  God  is  good  to  Israel,  even  to  suoh  as 
are  of  a  clean  heart" 

"  They  are  not  all  Israel  that  are  of  Israel ; 
neither  because  they  are  the  seed  of  Abraham  are 
they  all  children."  "  He  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one 
outwardly;  neither  is  that  circumcision  which  is  out^ 


716       OUR  REDEEMER  HAS  OVERCOME. 

ward  in  the  flesh ;  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one  in- 
wardly ;  and  circumcision  is  that  of  the  heart,  in 
the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter,  whose  praise  is  not 
of  men,  but  of  God."  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and 
his  tender  mercies  are  over  aU  his  works :  but  his 
goodness  will  be  continued,  only,  to  them  who  are 
upright  in  their  heart,  who  know,  and  love,  and 
serve  him. 

"  But  as  for  me,  my  feet  were  almost  gone : 
my  steps  had  well  nigh  slipped." 

"  For  I  was  envious  at  the  foolish  when  I  saw 
the  pro8])erity  of  the  wicked." 

"  But  as  for  me,  my  feet  were  almofit  gone,  my 
steps  had  well-nigh  slipped."     In  another  of  the 
Psalms  our  Lord  saith,  **  When  my  foot  slippetli. 
they  magnify  tlicmselves  againnt  mo."     We  kiK»\v 
that  the  temptations  to  which  he  was  subjected, 
were  far  greater  than  those  of  any  other  man  ;  and 
he  Avas  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  other  men  an*. 
Is  it  then  any  cause  for  Avonder,  to  hear  himself  de- 
claring that  his  feet  Avere  almost  gone,  and  that  his 
steps  had  well  nigh  slipped  ?    The  Apostle  declarcp, 
that  he  was  saved  from  death  througli  prayers,  and 
supplications,  accompanied  with  strong  crying  and 
tears;  his  was  a  perpetual  warfare   with   aU   the 
powers  of  earth  and  hell ;  and  the  victoiy  was  not 
obtained  witliout  the  most  strenuous  and  persever- 
ing exertion,  and  by  the  power  of  the  eternal  Sj)irit. 
He  overcame  because  he  set  God  always  befon* 
him.     Iimumerable  temptations  were  presented  to 
withdraw  his  eye  from  him  who  is  invisible ;  and 
had  he  yielded  to  any  one  of  them  all,  he  would 
have  fallen  from  his  stedlastness :  he  teUs  us  him- 
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self  in  the  27th  Psahn,  verse  13,  "  I  had  fainted, 
unlefis  I  had  believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  livin<^."  The  particular 
temptation  which  beset  him  on  this  occasion,  is 
expressed  in  the  third  verse,  "  I  was  envious  at  the 
foolish,'*  t.6,  when  I  beheld  how  they  prospered  I  was 
tempted  to  be  dissatisfied,  and  dSscontented  with 
my  own  condition ;  I  looked  at  them,  and  wonder- 
ed with  a  feeling  akin  to  regret,  when  I  contrasted 
my  heavy  and  continued  affliction,  with  their  ease 
and  uninterrupted  prosperity ;  but  this  was  but  for 
a  moment,  for  "  when  I  went  into  the  sanctuary  of 
God,  then  imderstood  I  their  end." 

"For  there  are  no  bands  in  their  death ;  but 

their  strong  is  firm." 
"  They  are  not  m  trouble  as  other  men ;  neither 

are  they  plagued  as  other  men." 

"  God  scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth." 
Whom  he  loves  he  rebukes  and  chastens ;  and  it  is 
through  much  tribulation  that  they  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  If  any  man  expects  to  have  an 
easy  entrance,  he  deceiveth  himself ;  for  "  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  suflFereth  violence,  and  the  violent 
take  it  by  force."  It  is  like  a  narrow  passage, 
through  which  there  is  a  great  rush  of  people  :  and 
the  strong  and  determined  alone  succeed  m  eflfect- 
ing  an  entrance ;  but  there  is  no  such  contest  go- 
ing on  with  the  ungodly ;  they  do  not  love  to  fight 
against  the  stream,  but  to  go  pleasantlv  and  swiftly 
along  wiih  it,  God  leaves  them  to  follow  the  de- 
vices, and  imaginations  of  their  own  hearts ;  they 
prosper  in  the  world;  and  because  sentence  against 
their  evil  doings  is  not  executed  speedily,  their 
hearts  are  more  and  more  set  in  them  to  do  evil. 
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untn  in  an  unexpected  hour  the  summons  arrivofi^ 
and  they  are  sent  to  the  "  generation  of  their  fa- 
thers, where  they  shall  never  see  light  ;**  but  while 
they  live,  they  bless  their  souk,  and  are  commended 
by  all  aromid  them  as  well-to-do  people,  who  pros- 
per, and  deservedly,  because  they  sedulouBlv  attend 
to  their  own  interest;  they  seem  to  themselves  and 
others  to  get  on  well  wdthout  God,  therefore  they 
desire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways. 

*^  Therefore  pride  compasseth  them  about  as  a 
chain ;  violence  covere^h  them  as  a  gar- 
ment." '■  '  jfc-' 

Every  man  is  proud  who  lives  without  God ;  for 
"  through  the  pndo  of  his  countenance,  he  V^'ill  uut 
seek  after  God.  "Ho  that  will  not  consent  to  whole- 
some words,  even  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Clirist,  and  to  the  doctrine  which  is  accortling  to 
godliness ;  he  is  proud,  knowing  nothing:"  for  prido 
and  ignorance  are  always  allied.  '*  Hear  ye,  and 
give  ear ;  be  not  proud,  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken. 
Give  glory  to  the  Lord  your  God,  before  he  cause 
darkness,  and  before  your  feet  stimible  upon  the 
dark  mountains,  and  while  ye  look  for  hght,  he 
turn  it  into  the  shadow  of  death,  and  make  it 
gross  darkness.  But  if  ye  ^vill  not  hear  it,  my  soul 
sliall  weep  in  secret  places  for  your  pride :  and 
mine  eye  shall  weep  sore,  and  run  down  with 
tears."  (Jer.  xiii.  17.)  Thus  it  is  pride  that  shuts 
out  God ;  for  the  proud  will  not  submit  themselves 
to  God,  but  say  in  their  hearts,  "  our  lips  are  our 
OAvn ;  who  is  Lord  over  us  ?"  (Psalm  xii.  4.^  This 
great  wickedness  goes  on  increasing,  luitJ  pride 
"  compasseth  them  about  as  a  cliain ;  and  violencd 
coveretti  fti^^m  ^\»  ^  ^xmftut " 
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"  Their  eyes  stand  out  with  fatness  :  they 
have  more  than  heart  could  wish." 

God  soflfers  them  ;  although  his  sword,  like  the 
«word  of  Damocles,  suspended  by  a  hair,  only  waits 
his  word  to  fall  upon  their  devoted  heads  :  mean- 
time they  eat,  drink,  and  are  menr,  sapng  in  their 
hearts,  "To-morrow  shall  be  as  this  day,  and  much 
more  abundant  :**  thus  "  they  have  more  than  heart 
•could  wish." 

"  They  are  corrupt,  they  speak  wickedly  con- 
cerning oppression  :  they  speak  loftily." 

"  They  set  their  mouth  against  the  heavens, 
and  their  tongue  walketh  through  the 
eaath." 

A  proud  man  pursues  the  bent  of  his  inclinations : 
lie  is  corrupt,  and  full  of  iniquity  and  hypocrisy. 
"  They  speak  loftily,"  and  are  not  afraid  to  speak 
evil  of  dignities :  execrating  even  him  who  holds 
the  elements  in  his  hands  :  they  give  a  loose  rein 
to  their  tongues,  for  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before 
their  eyes. 

"  Therefore  his  people  return  hither :  and 
waters  of  a  fuU  cup  are  wrung  out  to 
them." 

Pride  is  the  parent  of  persecution :  if  any  man 
will  testify  to  such  men  tnat  their  works  are  evil, 
then  are  they  hated ;  for  nothing  offends  a  proud 
man  more  than  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of 
any  of  his  words,  or  actions  :  offended  pride  kindles 
into  malice.  Thus  the  few  faithful,  who  testify  for 
God,  are  met  with  frowns ;.  and  when  it  is  iu 
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power  trf  their  persecutors  to  do  evil,  "  waters  of  a 
full  cup  are  wrung  out  to  them." 

"  And  they  say,  How  doth  Ood  know  ?  and  is 
there  knowledge  in  the  Most  Hi^** 

*^  The  invisible  things  of  God  from  the  creation 
of  the  world  are  (or  may  be)  clearly  seen,  even  his 
eternal  power  ana  godhead ;"  but  the  understand- 
ing becomes  darkened,  and  the  heart  brutidi,  tor- 
pid, and  dead  to  all  sense  of  God's  presence,  and  to 
all  perception  of  his  onmiscienoe.  They  see  not 
the  hand  of  God  in  any  tiling ;  they  rise  not  up 
from  nature  unto  nature's  God,  but  say  in  their 
hearts,  that  all  things  continue  as  they  were  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  :  certain  fixed  and  imi- 
form  laws,  say  they,  govern  the  universe,  and  these 
laws  cannot  be  infringed  :  they  have  eyes,  but  boo 
not;  ears  have  they,  but  hear  not,  neither  do  they 
imderstand.     God  is  not  in  all  their   thoughts : 

Sractical  infidelity  forms  the  coui-se  of  their  everv- 
ay  life.  The  idea  that  God  knows  and  marlcs 
their  ways,  or  has  any  feeling  in  regard  to  them, 
either  of  good  or  e\'il,  enters  not  into  their  minds. 
If  the  question  arise,  How  doth  God  know  ?  Be- 
cause they  caimot  understand  how,  they  disbelieve 
it ;  they  obliterate  God,  and  say  in  their  hearts, 
"  There  is  no  God." 

"  Behold,  these  are  the  ungodly,  who  prosper 
in  the  world ;  they  increase  in  riches." 

Thus  doth  Job  speak  of  them  in  chapter"'  2l8t, 
"  Their  seed  is  established  in  their  sight  with  them, 
and  their  offspring  before  their  eyes.  Tlieir  houses 
are  sai^  ?tom  t^iax,  ^.either  is  the  rod  of  God  upim 
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tliem.  Their  bull  gendereth  and  faileth  not ;  their 
-cow  calveth,  and  casteth  not  her  calf.  They  send 
forth  their  little  ones,  like  a  flock,  and  their  child- 
ren dance.  They  take  the  timbrel  and  harp,  and 
rejoice  at  the  sound  of  the  organ.  They  spend 
their  days  in  wealth,  and  in  a  niament  go  down  to 
the  grave.  Therefore  they  say  mito  God,  Depart 
from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy 
ways.  What  is  the  Almighty  that  we  should  serve 
liim,  and  what  profit  should  we  have  if  we  pray 
xmto  himf 

"  Verily  I  have  cleansed  my  heart  in  vain,  and 
(in  vain)  have  I  washed  my  hands  in  in- 
nocency." 

"  For  all  day  long  have  I  been  plagued,  and 
chastened  every  nH)niing." 

When  our  Lord  contrasted  the  manner  of  his 
Bfe  with  theirs,  when  "his  soul  was  full  of  troubles," 
*'  who  was  afflicted  and  ready  to  die,  from  his  youth 
up ;"  being  all  his  life  long  "  a  reproach  of  men, 
and  despised  of  the  people  ;"  when  he  considered, 
and  contrasted  the  nardships  of  his  life,  with  the 
abundance  and  plenty  which  was  showered  on  the 
wicked,  then  was  he  tempted  to  say,  but  did  not 
«ay,  "  What  profit  is  there,  that  I  have  walked  in  all 
<;arefuhiefl8,  tnat  my  ways  might  be  upright  before 
Him ;  and  that  innocency  ana  purity  nath  marked 
my  steps  T*  Thus  did  our  Lord  reason  and  thus 
•did  he  answer  his  own  reasonings,  saying, 


« 


If  I  say,  I  will  speak  thus ;  behold,  I  should 
offend  against  the  generation  of  thy  child- 


ren. 
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If  I  should  thus  q)eak,  or  allow  this  thought 
to  lodge  within  me,  I  would  sin  ;  for  thereby  would 
I  charge  with  folly  the  generation  of  thy  cliildren, 
who  have  preceded  me  in  this  same  course  of 
walking  before  God  with  pure  conscience,  main- 
taining "clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart."  This  has 
been  one  of  the  greatest  temptations  and  tiials  to 
which  the  people  of  God,  in  all  ages,  have  been 
subjected  ;  and  before  which  many  have  fallen. 
Thus  we  find  Jeremiah,  that  emment  prophet, 
reasoning  wnth  God,  and  saying,  **  Righteous  art 
thou,  0  Lord,  when  I  plead  with  thee ;  yet  let  m© 
talk  with  thee  of  thy  judgments ;  wherefore  doth 
the  Avay  of  the  wicked  prosper  ?  wherefore  are  all 
they  happy  that  deal  vei-y  treacherously  i  Thou 
hast  planted  them,  and  they  have  taken  root ;  they 
groAv,  yea,  they  bring  forth  fruit ;  thou  art  near  iu 
their  mouth,  and  far  from  their  reins.''  (Jeremiah 
xii.  1.) 

'*  When  I  thought  to  know  this,  it  was  too 
painful  for  me."  (i.e.  when  I  endeavoured 
to  understand  the  mystery  of  God's  pro- 
cedure in  tliis  matter,  I  found  it  beyond 
my  comprehension.) 

"  Until  I  went  into  the  sanctuary  of  God ; 
then  imderstood  I  their  end." 

"  Thy  way,  0  God,  is  in  the  sanctuary."  Entei^ 
ing  in  thither,  we  are  made  to  undei'stand  tho 
hidden  mysteries,  which  God  hath  ordained  before 
the  world,  unto  our  glory.  This  sanctuary  is  tho 
holy  of  holies,  where  the  Almighty  sits  between 
the  cherubim ;  into  which  sanctuary  we  enter,  by 
the  li\nng  door.  Clirist  Jesus,  and  are  saved ;  and 
^*  go  in  and  out,  and  find  pasture."   (John  x.  9.) 
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This  is  the  sanctuary,  (not  the  lioly  places  made 
with  hands,  which  are  but  the  figines  of  the  true) 
into  which  the  forerunner  has  for  us  entered 
personally,  but  we,  by  faith  ;  and  have  free  ac- 
cess to  the  throne  of  grace,  to  ask  for  mercy  to 
pardon,  and  grace  to  help,  in  time  of  need ;  to  ask 
lor  wiBdom  from  him  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally, 
and  ubraideth  not.  Thither  in  the  days  of  his  flesb, 
our  Lord  went,  also  by  faith,  to  enquire  of  God 
the  meaning  of  his  dinerent  procedure,  or  judg- 
ment, with  the  righteous  ana  with  the  wicked  ; 
and  then  the  matter  was  made  plain  to  him  ;  "  then 
understood  I  their  end ;"  then  I  saw  that,  "they  are 
«oon  to  be  cut  down  as  the  grass,  and  wither  as  the 
green  herb :"  that  in  a  Uttle  time  they  are  to  bo 
cut  off  for  ever,  when  the  place  which  they  occu- 
pied on  the  earth  shall  know  them  no  more. 

•*  Surely  thou  didst  set  them  in  slippery  places; 
thou  castedst  them  down  into  destruction." 

"  Their  ways  shall  be  unto  them  as  slippery  ways 
in  the  darkness ;  they  shall  be  driven  on  and  fall 
therein ;  for  I  will  bring  evil  upon  them,  even  the 
year  of  their  visitation,  saith  the  Lord."  (Jeremiah 
xxiii.  12).  When  the  year,  and  the  day  which 
God  hath  fixed,  arrive,  and  they  are  foimd  still 
imrepenting,  and  far  from  God,  thqn  by  some 
sudden  stroke  (which  men  consider  in  the  light  of 
accident,  or  predisposition  of  body,  or  infection,  or 
contagion,  or  some  one  of  the  many  ways  which 
they  account  for  the  judgments  of  God,  so  as  to 
blind  themselves,  and  others  from  discerning  his 
hand)  does  God  cast  them  down  into  destruction  ; 
their  body  decomposes  into  dust ;  that  is  compara- 
tively a  small  matter;    the  living  principle,  self, 
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the  conscious  vital  part,  the  kernel,  or  as  in  scrip- 
ture, the  soul,  is  consigned  to  everlasting  mourning, 
lamentation,  and  woe ;  to  positive  and  enduring 
misery  ;  to  "  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgnaent  and 
fiery  indignation,  which  shall  devour  the  adver- 
.earies." 

•*  How  are  they  brought  into  desolation  as  in 
a  moment  1  they  are  utterly  consumed 
with  teri'ors." 

This  desolation  implies  tlie  loss  of  all  things,  des- 
truction to  the  body,  and  ruin  to  the  soul.  WTien 
the  spirit  leaves  the  body,  it  is  impelled  with  irresis- 
tible force  to  the  dark  and  black  regions  Avhere  all 
18  despau* ;  earth's  vast  cavity ;  now,  the  alx)de  of 
lost  spirits,  and  hereafter  to  be  the  hell  of  torments. 
0  man,  whosoever  thou  art,  treat  not  these  words 
with  contempt  and  ridicule,  for  if  thou  repent  not, 
the  day  is  near,  Avlien  thou  thyself  shall  realize  its 
truth ;  and  then  thy  laugh  and  thy  scoff  will  be 
tiUTied  into  weeping,  and  Availing,  and  gnashing  of 
teeth.  Repentance  Avdll  not  avail,  when  the  accept- 
ed time  is  past;  then  will  God  laugh  at  thy  cala- 
mity, and  mock  when  thy  fear  cometh.  Ye  have 
read  of  the  "  rich  man  and  Lazarus  f  it  is  not  a 
parable  merely,  but  a  true  representation  of  existing 
realities,  in  the  regions  below,  faithfully  deUneated 
by  him  who  knows  all  things,  even  the  hidden 
things  of  darkness ;  to  whom  hell  and  destruction 
are  naked  and  opea. 

"  As  a  dream  when  one  awaketh ;  so,  O  LonL 
when  thou  awakest,  thou  wilt  despise  their 
image.'* 
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When  the  branch  is  dissevered  from  the  vine,  all 
care  for  it  is  gone  ;  it  is  henceforth  fit  only  for  fuel ; 
80  will  it  be  with  those  who  die  in  their  sins ;  all 
the  benefits  of  redemption  are  then  lost ;  "  for  the 
redemption  of  the  soul  is  precious,  and  it  ceaseth 
for  ever."  Every  man  has  himself  in  such  estima- 
tion, as  to  feel  mortified  in  bein^  despised  by  others ; 
what  then  must  be  his  feeling  m  bemg  despised  by 
his  Maker  ?  an  object  of  eternal  displeasure  and 
abhorrence  :  yet  such  will  be  the  case  with  all  who 
die  in  their  sins.  When  the  spirits  appear  before 
God,  unchanged  and  unrenewed,  then  will  He  des- 
pise their  image,  and  consign  them  to  outer  dark- 
ness ;  "  there  shall  be  weeping,  and  gnashing  of 
teeth." 

"  Thus  my  heart  was   grieved,   and   I   was 
pricked  in  my  reins." 

Before  he  went  into  the  sanctuary  of  God,  and 
learned  the  ultimate  destiny  of  wicked  men,  he  was 
tempted  by  their  present  prosperity  to  question 
what  benefit  resulted  from  cleansing  his  heart,  and 
wasliing  his  hands  in  innocency ;  for  the  moment 
his  heart  was  giieved,  and  he  was  pricked  in  his 
reins. 

'*  So  foolish  was  L  and  ignorant ;  I  was  as  a 
beast  before  thee." 

That  our  Lord  used  such  words  of  himself  is  not 
lightly  to  be  rejected,  seeing  that  in  other  Psalms, 
he  has  used  language  equally  strong,  as  for  instance- 
in  the  22nd  Psalm,  where  he  says,  **  But  1  am  a 
worm,  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of  men,  and  despised 
of  the  people." 
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"  Nevertheless  I   am  contiimally  with  thee  ; 
thou  hast  holden  me  by  thy  right  hand." 

These  words  reassure  us,  that  the  Lord  is  the 
speaker,  for  they  declare  that  he  is  continually  with 
the  Father ;  he  lived  by  the  Father,  and  the  Father 
dwelt  in  him,  and  hela  him  by  his  right  hand,  con- 
tinually holding  up.  his  goings,  that  his  footsteps 
should  not  sup. 

"  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with  thy  counsel." 

"  I  will  bless  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me  coun- 
sel." (Psalm  xvi.  7).  Christ  ever  w^aited  for  tliis 
coimsel,  and  did  notliiiig  without  it ;  thus  his  every 
word  came  from  God,  and  all  his  goings  were  or- 
dered by  him.  ''  The  Son  eoukl  do  nothing  o( 
himself,  but  what  he  saw  the  Father  do  ;  but  what 
things  soever  the  Father  did,  these  did  the  Son 
likewise."  He  hath  left  us  an  example,  that  we 
should  live  by  him,  as  he  lived  by  the  Father,  and 
thus  have  that  mind  in  us  which  was  also  m  Christ 
Jesus. 

"  And  afterward  receive  me  to  glory." 

"  The  Father  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  gave 
him  glory,  that  our  faith  and  hope  might  be  in 
God."  As  the  Son  glorified  the  Father  upon  the 
earth,  so  hath  the  Father  glorified  the  Son  with 
that  glory  which  he  had  with  him  before  the  world 
was.  Christ  is  now  glorified ;  all  the  angels  of 
God  worship  him  ;  the  congregation  of  the  just 
comj)aas  him  about,  and  ascribe  glory  a^id  domin- 
ion lor  ever,  to  liim  who  loved  them,  and  waslied 
them  from  their  sins,  in  his  own  blood,  and  made 
them  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  and  his  Father. 
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"  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there 
is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides 
thee." 

These  divine  aspirations  clearly  set  their  seal  to 
the  Psalm,  that  the  speaker  is  the  Lord  ;  and  are 
in  accordance  with  the  same  ardent  longings  after 
God>  which  run  through  them  all ;  thus  in  Psalm 
bdii.  "  0  God,  thou  art  my  God ;  early  ^\dll  I  seek 
thee :  my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth 
for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty  land,  where  no  water 
is ;  to  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  as  I  have  seen 
thee  (of  old^  in  the  sanctuary."  Christ  loved  God 
with  an  all-absorbing  intensity,  which  no  words 
€Ould  better  express  than  those  of  this  Psalm, 
"  ^Vhom  have  I  m  heaven  but  thee  I  and  there  is 
none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee."  God 
was  to  him  the  one  supreme  object  of  desire, 
without  whom  the  whole  universe  was  a  blank ;  and 
this  only  is  the  right  condition  of  the  creature ; 
God  must  be  our  heaven,  our  all ;  all  our  desires 
must  centre  in  him,  both  now  and  ever. 

"My  flesh  and  my  heart  faileth;  but  God  is 
the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion 
for  ever." 

Nature  failed ;  for  **  light  foreook  his  closing  eyes, 
and  life  his  drooping  head  :^  but  in  that  awfiU  hour, 
his  heart  thirsted  for  God,  saying,  "  My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?"  What  a  beau- 
tiful and  harmonious  consistency  runs  through  his 
life,  and  is  even  most  conspicuous  in  the  hour  of 
extreme  sufiFering,  when  all  God's  waves  and  bil- 
lows rolled  over  him;  oven  then,  his  supreme  de« 
light  was  ill  God ;  "  for  God  was  the  strength  of 
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his  heart,"  and  wiD  be  "  his  portion  for  over :"  as 
he  saith  in  the  16th  Psahn,  '*  The  Lord  18  the  por- 
tion oT  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my  cup  ;*'  and  iu  the 
119th  Psahn,  "  Thou  art  my  portion  0  Lord,  I  have 
said  that  I  would  keep  thy  words.''  God  is  also  the 
rtion  of  all  his  people  :  thus  Jeremiah  claims 
im,  and  says,  '*  The  Lord  is  m^  portion,  saith  my 
soul,  therefore  will  I  hope  in  hun/'  (Lam.  iii.  24.) 
In  the  a^es  to  come,  when  Israel  shall  be  saved  in  the 
Lord,  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  all  will  claim 
him  for  their  portion ;  referring  to  which  Jeremiah 
writes,  ^'  The  portion  of  Jacob  is  not  like  them  (the 
idols  whom  the  heathen  worshipped)  for  he  is  the 
Former  of  all  things."  Every  man  who  has  chosen 
God  for  his  portion,  will  neither  be  elated  by  proH- 
pority,  nor  depressed  by  advernity ;  he  will  not  be- 
moved  by  any  outward  circumstances,  because  no- 
thing can  separate  him  from  his  treasure,  or  with- 
draw it  from  him ;  he  hath  chosen  the  good  part 
which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  him. 

"  But,  lo,  they  that  are  far  from  thee  shall 
perish ;  thou  wilt  destroy  all  them  that  go 
a  whoring  from  thee." 

"  God  will  tread  down  all  them  that  do  err  from 
his  statutes;  for  their  deceit  is  falsehood."  **  God 
will  put  away  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  as  dross,'' 
and  all  are  in  God's  sight  wicked  who  are  far  from 
Him ;  who  live  ^Wthout  Him  in  the  world ;  alienated 
and  enemies  in  theii-  minds;  *'  alienated  from  the  life 
of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  be- 
cause of  the  blindness  of  their  hearts."  Thev  shall 
perish  ;  for  God  will  desti'oy  all  them  that  gi*  a 
whoring  from  him,  i.e.  who  set  their  afiections  on 
other  objcjcUs  instead  of  him.    Tina  will  form  the 
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principle  of  judgment,  when  he  shall  sit  on  the* 
throne  of  his  glory.     The  absence  of  love  \\ill  be 
the  ground  of  condemnation  ;  "  Depart,  ye  cimsed, 
into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his- 
angels ;  for  I  was  hungry  and  ye  fed  me  not." 

"  But  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  God  ; 
I  have  put  my  trust  in  the  Lord  God,  and 
will  declare  all  thy  works.'' 

**  There  be  many  that  say,  Who  will  shew  us  any 
good  ?''  There  is  a  perpetual  craving  after  good, 
or  happiness ;  but  it  is  only  to  be  found  in  dra^ving 
near  to  God.  The  Lord  knew  this,  and  bears  tes- 
timony  to  it :  as  many  as  have  sought  after  God. 
have  confirmed  his  testimony.  God  is  the  fountain 
of  living  waters,  the  source  of  all  that  is  excellent 
and  glorious,  where  the  soul  is  abundantly  refresh- 
ed, and  renewed  day  by  day.  He  is  found  of  all 
them  that  seek  him  with  their  whole  heart,  and  all 
who  have  found  him  put  their  trust  in  him,  and 
are  not  ashamed  to  declare  his  works,  and  proclaim 
his  excellence  before  the  sons  of  men.. 


PSALM    LXXIV. 

1.  0  God,  why  hast  thou  cast  us  off  for  evert' 
why  doth  thine  anger  smoke  against  the  sheep  of 
thy  pasture, 

2.  Remember  thy  congregation,  which  thou  hast 
purchased  of  old;  the  rod  of  thine  inheritance,  which 
thou  hast  redeemed  J  this  mount  Zion,  wherein 
thou  hast  dwelt. 

3.  Lift  up  thy  feet  unt^)  the  perpetual  desolations, 
even  all  that  the  enemy  hath  done  wickedly  in 
the  sanctuaiy. 

4.  Thine  enemieB  roar  in  the  midst  of  thy  con- 
gi^egations  ;  they  set  up  their  ensigns  for  si^j^ns. 

5.  A  man  was  famous  according  as  lie  had  lifted 
up  axes  upon  the  thick  trees. 

G.  But  now  they  break  down  the  carved  work 
thereof  at  once  with  axes  and  hammei-s. 

7.  They  have  cast  fire  into  thy  sanctuary  ;  they 
have  defiled  by  casting  down  the  dwelling  place 
of  thy  name  to  the  ground. 

8.  They  said  in  their  hearts.  Let  us  destroy 
them  together ;  they  have  burnt  up  all  the  syna- 
gogues of  God  in  the  land. 

9.  We  see  not  our  signs :  there  is  no  more  any 
prophet  :  neither  is .  there  among  us  any  that 
knoweth  how  long. 

10.  0  God,  how  long  shall  the  adversary'  re- 
proach ?  shall  the  enemy  blaspheme  thy  name  for 
ever  '^. 

IL  Why  withdrawest  thou  thv  hand,  even  thy 
nglit  hand  !  [)luck  it  out  of  thy  bosom. 
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12.  For  God  is  my  King  of  old,  working  salva- 
tion in  the  midst  of  the  earth. 

13.  Thou  didst  divide  the  sea  by  thy  strength  : 
thou  breakest  the  heads  of  the  dragons  in  the 
waters. 

14.  Thou  breakest  the  heads  of  leviathan  in 
pieces,  and  gavest  him  to  be  meat  to  the  people 
inhabiting  the  wilderness. 

15..  Thou  didst  cleave  the  fountain  and  the  flood: 
thou  driedflt  up  mighty  rivers. 

1(5.  The  day  is  thine,  the  night  also  is  thine : 
thou  hast  prepared  the  light  and  the  sun. 

17.  Thou  hast  set  all  the  borders  of  the  earth : 
thou  hast  made  summer  and  winter. 

18.  Remember  this,  that  the  enemy  hath  re- 
proached, 0  Lord,  and  that  tiie  foolish  people  have- 
blasphemed  thy  name. 

19.  0  deliver  not  the  soul  of  liiy  turtle-dove 
unto  the  multitude  of  the  wicked  :  forget  not  the 
congregation  of  thy  poor  for  ever; 

20.  Have  respect  unto  the  covenant :  for  the 
dark  places  of  the  earth  are  full  of  the  habitations 
of  cruelty. 

21.  0  let  not  the  oppressed  return  ashamed :  let 
the  poor  and  needy  praise  thv  name. 

22.  Arise,  0  God,  plead  thine  own  cause  :  re- 
member how  the  foolish  man  reproacheth  thee 
daily. 

23.  Forget  not  the  voice  of  thine  enemies :  the 
tumult  of  those  that  rise  up  against  thee  ihcreaseth 
continually. 

"  0  God,  why  hast  thou  cast  us  oflFfor  evert 
why  doth  thine  anger  smoke  against  the 
sheep  of  thy  pastiu-e." 

The  Lord  pleads  for  his  people,  the  children  of 
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Israel ;  and  identifies  himself  with  them,  for  he  is 
their  head ;  and  will  in  the  eternal  age  be  "  the 
glory  of  thy  people  Israel ;"  but  now,  and  for 
many  generations  past,  God  hath  cast  them  off; 
he  hath  utterly  rejected  them,  and  been  very  wroth 
against  them;  for  they  provoked  him  to  anger, 
with  their  vanities,  and  their  idolatrous  abomina- 
tions, until  he  would  bear  with  them  no  longer,  but 
cast  them  out  of  his  sight :  for  nearly  two  thou- 
sand years  they  have  been  wanderers  among  the 
nations.  But  now  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  pleads 
for  his  people,  and  says, 

"  Remember  thy  congregation,  which  thou 
hast  purchased  of  old ;  the  rod  of  thine 
inhentance,  which  thou  hast  redeemed.'' 

The  period  referred  to  is  the  deliverance  out  of 
Egypt,  when  God  fought  for  Israel,  and  brought 
them  out  with  an  high  hand  and  an  outstretched 
arm.  They  were  his  congregation ;  a  people  near 
to  him.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  remember  thee, 
the  kindness  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  espou- 
sals, when  thou  wentest  after  me  in  the  wilder- 
ness, in  a  land  that  was  not  sown."  (Jer.  ii.  2.) 
"  O  Lord,  remember  this  thy  people,  whom  tliou 
didst  separate  unto  thyself,  to  be  an  holy  nation, 
and  a  peculiar  people,"  and  remember  also 

"  This  moimt  Zion,  wherein  thou  hast  dwelt." 

The  Lord  did  choose  Jerusalem,  to  be  the  city 
of  Israel's  solemnities ;  he  choose  to  set  his  name 
there,  and  there  to  have  his  house  of  prayer ;  but 
when  they  wearied  him  wit  h  their  inicjuities,  that  he 
might  go  far  off  from  his  banctuary,  then  he  brought 
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upon  them  the  enemy,  who  devastated  their 
country,  and  destroyed  them  with  the  sword  : 
yet  how  speedily  he  would  have  extended  to  them 
great  dehverance,  had  they  but  humbled  them- 
selves under  the  mighty  hand  of  God.  Thus  he 
speaks,  "  Behold  the  voice  of  the  cry  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  my  people  because  of  them  that  dwell  in  a  far 
country :  Is  not  the  Lord  in  Zion  ?  Is  not  her 
King  in  her  ?  Why  have  they  provoked  me  to 
anger  with  their  graven  images,  and  with  strange 
vanities  f     ( Jer.  viii.  19.) 


^'  Lift  up  thy  feet  unto  the  perpetual  desola- 
tions; even  all  that  the  enemy  hath  done 
wickedly  in  the  sanctuary." 

Lift  up  thy  feet  because  of  the  perpetual  deso- 
lations, and  tread  down  the  enemy,  who  hath  occa- 
fiioned  them,  and  hath  done  wickedly  in  the  sanc- 
tuary. God  has  a  controversy  with  the  nations 
for  all  that  they  have  done  to  his  people  Israel ; 
when  the  dav  of  vengeance  comes,  he  will  tread 
them  down  m  his  anger,  and  trample  them  in  his 
fury.  Thus  it  is  written,  "  I  will  also  gather  all 
nations,  and  will  bring  them  down  into  the  valley 
of  Jehoshaphat,  and  will  plead  with  them  there,  for 
my  people  and  for  my  heritage  Israel,  whom  they 
have  scattered  among  the  nations,  and  parted  my 
land."  (Joel  iii.  2.) 

"  Thine  enemies  roar  (have  roared)  in  the 
midst  of  thy  congregations ;  and  have  set 
up  their  ensigns  for  signs." 

"  The  adversary  hath  spread  out  his  hand  upon  all 
her  pleasant  things :"  "  The  heathen  entered  into  her 
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sanctuary,  whom  thou  didst  command  that  they 
should  not  enter  into  tliy  congregation."  (Lam. 
i.  10.)  The  Lord  hath  given  up  into  the  hand  of 
the  enemy  the  walls  of  her  palaces;  they  have 
made  a  noise  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  as  in  the 
day  of  a  solemn  feast."  (Lam.  ii.  7.)  They  un- 
furled their  banners  when  they  entered  the  city, 
and  "  set  up  their  ensigns  for  signe :"  tlius  they 
planted  then-  standard,  to  indicate  their  victory ; 
and  Jerusalem  was  bereaved  of  her  children. 

(When  through  Haggai,  the  prophet,  God 
gave  commandment  to  his  people,  to  re- 
build the  temple)  "A  man  was  famous, 
according  as  he  had  lifted  up  axes  on  the 
thick  trees." 

For  thus  had  the  Lord  of  hosts  said  unto  them, 
"  Go  up  to  the  mountain,  and  bring  wood  and 
build  the  house,  and  I  will  take  pleasure  in  it,  and 
I  will  be  glorified,  saith  the  Lord."  (Haggai  i.  <S). 
^^  So  they  came  and  did  work  in  the  house  of  thd 
Lord  of  host^,  their  God."  (verse  11.) 

"  But  now  (the  heathen)  break  down  the  car- 
ved work  thereof  at  once  with  axes  and 
hammers." 

The  temple  of  Solomon  was  the  most  glorious 
structure  the  world  had  ever  seen  ;  it  was  imequal- 
led  for  splendour,  yet  was  it  speedily  demolished 
by  the  ruthless  hands  of  the  Chaldeans  ;  they 
brake  the  carved  work  thereof  with  axes  and  ham- 
mers. 

"  They  have  cast  fire  into  thy  sanctuar)%  they 
have  defiled  by  casting  down  the  dwell- 
ing-place of  thy  name  to  the  ground," 


i( 
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They  said  in  their  hearts,  Let  ns  destroy 
them  together :  they  have  burnt  up  all 
the  synagogues  of  God  in  the  land," 

It  was  not  until  the  time  of  Ezra,  when  the 
temple  was  rebuilt,  that  synagogues  were  erected 
through  the  country,  for  the  reading  of  the  law 
and  the  prophets  on  the  sabbath  days ;  so  that  the 
destruction  here  referred  to,  clearly  applies  to  its 
final  overthrow  by  the  Roman  armies.  It  was  they 
who  cast  fire  into  God's  sanctuary,  and  defiled  by 
casting  down  his  dwelling-place  to  the  ground,  ac- 
cording to  the  prediction  of  oiu*  Lord,  "  There  shall 
not  be  one  stone  left  upon  another,  that  shall  not 
be  thrown  down."  God  gave  it  into  their  hands  to 
demolish,  but  their  guilt  in  destroying  it  was  not 
the  less ;  and  their  posterity  (now  the  divided  king- 
dom) will  suffer  for  it  in  the  day  when  the  Lord 
comes  to  execute  vengeance,  and  tread  them  under, 
who  have  brought  his  country  into  perpetual  deso- 
lations, and  for  all  that  they  have  done  wickedly  in 
the  sanctuary. 

"  We  see  not  our  signs. 

The  distinguishing  sign  of  God's  presence  with 
his  people  Israel,  was  the  Shechinah  that  illuminated 
the  nolv  of  holies;  now  that  was  departed.  Another 
sign  of  his  presence  with  them,  was  his  word  to 
them  by  the  prophets ;  but  now 

"  There  is  no  more  any  prophet." 

The  last  prophet  was  Malachi ;  from  that  time, 
the  people  walked  in  darkness,  until  the  dav-star 
appeared,  preceded  by  one  who  was  more  than  a 
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prophet ;  then  the  people  who  sat  in  darknem  saw 
great  light,  and  upon  them  who  dwelt  in  the  n^gion 
and  shadow  of  dealh  the  light  shone ;  ''  the  light 
shinod  in  the  darkness,  and  the  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not."  Even  then  he  did  not  finally  give 
them  np,  but  said  to  them,  '*  Behold  I  will  send  yuu 
prophets,  and  wise  men  and  scribes,  and  some  of 
them  ye  shall  kill  and  crucify,  and  some  of  them  ye 
shall  persecute,  frpm  city  to  city."  This  they  did ; 
then  the  wrath  came  upon  them  to  the  uttermost ; 
for  God  permitted  the  Romans  to  come,  and  take 
away  both  their  place  and  nation,  since  which  they 
have  been  wanderers  among  the  nations,  and  there 
is  now  no  more  any  prophet. 

"  Neither  is  there  any  among  us  that  knoweth 
how  long." 

"  \Mion  the  Messiah  came,  they  knew  him  not. 
but  cast  him  out  of  the  vineyard,  and  slew  him  i^ 
therefore  they  themselves  were  cast  oft':  then  the 
hope  of  Messiiih  vanished  ;  none  of  them  now 
know  *'  how  long"  shall  be  the  time  of  their  disper- 
sion, nor  when  the  Messiah  shall  come. 

"  O  God,  how  long  shall  the  adversary  re- 
proach t  shall  tne  enemy  blaspheme  thy 
name  for  over  ?" 

0  God,  how  long  shall  the  wncked  proq)er.  and  the 
<?arth  be  in  the  occupancy  of  those  that  blaspheme 
thy  name,  and  cast  reproach  upon  thy  people 
Israel  1 


it 


Why  withdrawcst  thou  thy  hand,  even  thy 
right  hand  1  pluck  it  out  of  thy  bosom." 
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How  long  shall  men  be  emboldened  to  go  on 
in  Tsackedness,  by  thy  continued  forbearance  ? 
"  Why  withdi-awest  thou  thy  hand,  even  thy  right 
hand,"  that  it  should  not  be  lifted  up  in  wrath 
against  the  multitude  of  thine  enemies,  that  rise 
up  against  thee  t  pluck  it  out  of  thy  bosom,  and 
render  a  reward  to  the  proud,  and  lay  low  the 
arrogancy  of  the  nations,  who  say,  "  Our  Ups  are 
our  own,  who  is  Lord  over  us  ?" 

"  For  God  is  my  King  of  old,  working  salva- 
tion in  the  midst  of  the  earth." 

In  the  44th  Psalm,  Jesus  says,  "Thou  art  my 
King,  0  God  :  command  deliverances  for  Jacob  ;" 
and  nere,  "  God  is  my  King  of  old."  Thus  as  Christ 
is  God's  anointed  King,  to  the  whole  universe,  so 
is  the  Father  King  to  him  :  for  "  the  head  of  every 
man  is  Christ,  and  the  head  of  Christ  is  God." 
This  word,  salvation,  as  applied  to  the  past,  signi- 
fies the  deliverances,  which  at  different  times,  he 
gave  to  his  people  Israel ;  as  when  he  brought 
them  out  of  Egypt,  and  overwhelmed  their  enemies 
in  the  Red  sea  ;  when  he  marched  before  them  in 
the  wilderness,  and  gave  them  bread  from  heaven, 
and  water  from  the  flinty  rock.  When  he  arrested 
the  Jordan,  and  brought  them  to  the  border  of  his 
sanctuary.  Thus  he  wrought  salvation  in  the  midst 
of  the  earth. 

'*  Thou  didst  divide  the  sea  bv  thy  strength  ; 
thou  breakest  the  heads  of  the  dragons  in 
the  waters." 

He  commanded  Moses,  and  said,  "  Lift  thou  up 
thy  rod,  and  stretch  out  thine  hand  over  the  sea, 
47 
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and  divide  it ;  and  the  children  of  Israel  shall  go 
on  dry  ground  through  the  midst  of  the  sea ;  and 
I,  behold  I  will  harden  the  hearts  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  they  shall  follow  them ;  and  I  will  get  me  hon- 
our upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  all  his  host,  upon  his 
chariots  and  his  horsemen ;"  thus  he  divided  the 
sea  by  his  strength,  and  *'  brakest  the  heads  of  the 
dragons  in  the  waters." 

"  Thou  brakest  the  heads  of  leviathan  in 
pieces,  and  gavest  him  to  be  meat  to  the 
people  inhabiting  the  wilderness.'* 

This  great  sea  monster,  now  extinct,  is  described 
in  the  book  of  Job,  chapter  41  ;  an  immense  crea- 
ture so  formed  as  utterly  to  set  at  defiance  aU  the 
efibi-ts  of  men  for  his  destruction,  "  the  sword  of 
him  that  layeth  at  liim  cannot  hold ;  the  spear,  the 
dart,  nor  the  habergeon:  he  esteemeth  iron  as  straw, 
and  brass  as  rotten  wood  :  the  arrow  cannot  make 
him  flee :  sling  stones  and  darts  are  counted  by  him 
as  stubble  ;  he  laugheth  at  the  shaking  of  a  spear : 
upon  earth  there  is  not  his  like ;  who  is  made 
without  fear." 

"  Thou  didst  cleave  the  fountain  and  the  flood  : 
thou  driedst  up  mighty  rivers." 

"  The  day  is  thine ;  the  night  also  is  thine : 
thou  hast  prepared  the  light  and  the  sim." 

"  Thou  hast  set  all  the  borders  of  the  earth : 
thou  hast  made  summer  and  w^ter." 


All  thy  works  praise  thee,  0  Lord :  they  shew 
forth  thine  excellence.  "  Thou  hast  established  the 
earth,  and  it  abideth:  they  continue  this  day, 
according  to  thine  ordinances :  for  all  are  thy  ser- 
vants" 
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"  Remember  this,  that  the  enemy  hath  re- 
proached, 0  Lord,  and  that  the  foolish 
people  have  blasphemed  thy  name." 

"  Thou  therefore,  0  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of 
Israel,  awake  to  visit  all  the  heathen  ;  be  not  merci- 
ful to  any  wicked  transgressors,"  for  the  enemy  hath 
reproached,  and  the  foolish  people  have  blasphemed 
thy  name ;  for  they  say  in  then*  hearts.  How  doth 
God  know?  or  Is  there  knowledge  in  the  Most 
High  ?"  They  say,  "  the  Lord  hath  forsaken  the 
earth ;"  the  Lord  does  not  take  immediate  cogni- 
zance of  the  affairs  of  men ;  thus  they  blaspheme 
his  name,  and  make  him  a  liar. 

"  0  deliver  not  the  soul  of  thy  turtle-dove  unto 
the  multitude  of  the  wicked." 

Could  David  or  any  other  man  call  himself  "  God^s 
turtle-dove  ?  he  only  upon  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 
descended  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  and  a  voice  from 
heaven  which  said,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased,"  is  God's  turtle  dove : 
him  he  did  deliver  from  the  multitude  of  the  wicked, 
even  by  delivering  him  into  their  hands,  that 
through  death  he  might  be  raised  to  a  new  and 
endless  life,  out  of  the  reach  and  power  of  oppres- 
sion. 

"Forget  not  the  congregation  of  thy  poor 

for  ever." 
"  O  let  not  the  oppressed  return  ashamed : 

let  the  poor  and  needy  praise  thy  name." 

i 

"  The  needv  shall  not  always  be  forgotten,  the 
expectation  of  the  poor,  shall  not  perish  for  ever." 
God  will  arise,  and  set  them  in  safety  from  the  op- 
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pressor ;  all  the  meek  of  the  earth  shall  be  gathered 
into  one ;  then  "  the  poor  and  needy  shall  praise  thy 
name  ;"  "  they  shall  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a 
song,  and  magnify  mm  with  thanksgiving." 

"  Have  respect  imto  the  covenant," 

Men's  covenants  or  agreements  always  imply 
giving  and  receiving,  a  quid  pro  quo,  an  equivalent ; 
not  so  with  God's  covenant,  which  is  giving  without 
receiving  in  return  ;  "  for  this  is  his  covenant,  which 
he  made  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath  unto  Isaac, 
and  confirmed  the  same  unto  Jacob  for  a  law,  and 
to  Israel  for  an  everlasting  covenant ;  saying.  Unto 
thee  will  I  give  the  land  of  Canaan."  Tliis  is  his 
covenant,  which  he  remembereth  for  ever;  the 
word  which  he  commanded  to  a  thousand  gene- 
rations. This  also  is  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gos- 
Eel,  "  for  the  promise  that  Abraham  should  be  tho 
eir  of  the  world  was  not  to  him  and  to  his  seed 
through  the  law,  but  through  the  righteousness  of 
faith  ;"  thus  they  who  believe  in  God's  covenant,  or 
promise,  are  blessed  with  faithfid  Abraham.  This 
covenant  God  is  entreated  to  have  respect  to  ;  i.e. 
to  remember  and  bring  to  pass;  it  is  identical  with 
the  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom  come :"  for  this  he  isbi^ 
sought  in  heaven  ;  and  his  saints  on  earth  should 
give  him  no  rest,  "until  he  establish,  and  mako 
Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth,"  which  is  just  an- 
other form  of  expressing  the  same  desire. 

"  For  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  are  full  of 
the  habitations  of  cruelty." 

When  the  iniquities  of  mankind  have  reached  a 
climax,  t\ife  Lo\d^\llGome  and  set  up  his  own  ever- 


FORGET  NOT  THE  VOICE  OF  THINE  ENEMIES.      741- 

lasting  kingdom  ;  then  he  will  have  respect  to  his 
holy  covenant ;  and  all  who  "  throueh  faith  in  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ  have  laid  hold  on  nis  covenant," 
shall  be  gathered  together  unto  him.  "  The  dark 
places  of  the  earth,"  are  not  only  the  habitations 
of  savage  tribes,  or  the  dwellings  of  idolatrous 
worshippers,  but  of  all  who  are  far  from  God : 
every  house  where  the  fear  of  God  is  not,  and 
where  no  family  altar  is  erected  for  his  worship,  is 
a  dark  place,  and  the  aggregate  of  such,  form  "  the 
dark  places  of  the  earth,"  where  are  the  habita- 
tions of  cruelty ;  "  hateful  and  hating  one  another." 

"  Arise,  0  God,  plead  thine  own  cause  :  re- 
member how  the  foolish  man  reproacheth 
thee  daily." 

"  Forget  not  the  voice  of  thine  enemies :  the 
tumult  of  those  that  rise  up  against  thee 
increaseth  continually." 

Those  who  are  far  from  God,  Christ  will  not 
plead  for ;  "  their  drink  ofierings  of  blood  will  he 
not  offer,  nor  take  up  their  names  into  his  lips ;"  he 
\vill  plead  against  them,  and  say,  '*  Let  all  that  are 
far  from  thee  perish  1  destroy  all  them  who  go  a 
whoring  from  thee." 


PSALM    LXX\r. 

1.  Unto  thee,  O  God,  do  we  give  thanks,  iintcy 
thee  do  we  give  thanks :  for  that  thy  name  is  near 
thy  wondrous  works  declare. 

2.  When  I  shall  receive  the  congregation  I  wiD 
judge  uprightly. 

3.  The  earth  and  all  the  inhabitants  thereot  are 
dissolved  :  I  bear  up  the  pillars  of  it.     Selah. 

4.  I  said  luito  the  fools,  Deal  not  foolislily  ;  and 
to  the  wicked,  Lift  not  up  the  horn  : 

5.  Lift  not  up  your  horn  on  high  :  speak  not 
with  a  stiff  neck. 

6.  For  promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  east, 
nor  from  the  west,  nor  from  the  south. 

7.  But  God  is  the  judge :  he  putteth  down  one, 
and  setteth  up  another. 

8.  For  ill  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup, 
and  the  wine  is  red  ;  it  is  full  of  mixture  ;  and  he 
poureth  out  of  the  same  :  but  the  dregs  thereof, 
all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  shall  \^Tiiig  them  out, 
and  drink  them. 

9.  But  I  will  declare  for  ever ;  I  will  sing  praises 
to  the  God  of  Jacob. 

10.  All  the  horns  of  the  wicked  also  will  I  cut 
off;  but  the  horns  of  the  righteous  shall  be  ex- 
alted. 


(( 
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thee  do  we  give  thanks  ;  for  that  thy 
name  is  near,  thy  wondrous    works   de- 
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We  give  thanks  to  God,  as  a  God  at  hand,  be*- 
cause  his  wonderful  works,  above,"  below,  and 
around  plainly  declare  it :  although  he  hideth  him- 
self, yet  is  he  present,  presiding  over  all :  his  ten- 
der mercies  are  apparent  over  all  his  works;  his 
name  is  near,  and  is  inscribed  on  all  things,  and 
mav  plainly  be  read  by  all  who  have  eyes  to  see,  ears 
to  hear,  and  hearts  to  understand.  This  scripture 
shews  that  his  wonderful  works  are  the  result  of  his 
immediate  personal  superintendence  :  he  is  present 
every  where,  directing,  and  governing  all  events ; 
and  nothing  takes  place,  from  the  fall  of  a  dynasty 
down  to  the  fall  of  a  sparrow,  without  his  divine 
permisson  :  the  eyes  ot  all  wait  on  him,  and  he 
giveth  them  their  meat  in  due  season.  Although 
he  has  established  certain  fixed  laws,  which,  as  a 
rule,  maybe  depended  on  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration ;  yet,  at  his  pleasure,  they  can  be  infringed 
or  dispensed  with,  and  have  been  so  as  he  saw 
good.  Thus,  the  sun  stood  still  in  Gibeon,  and  the 
moon  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon :  and  again,  the  sun 
went  ten  degrees  backward,  and  the  evening  be- 
came the  morning :  and  again,  "  he  quenched  the 
violence  of  fire."  Every  miracle  is  an  mfringement 
on  the  order  and  course  of  nature  ;  and  God  has 
not  said,  at  any  time,  that  miracles  should  cease, 
but  on  the  contrary,  that  they  should  continue,  and 
be  present  with  his  church.  His  great  name  is 
near,  he  himself  is  nigh  at  hand,  a  present  God : 
and  his  wonderful  works  demonstrate  the  truth 
thereof. 

"  When  I  shall  receive  the  congregation,  I  will, 
judge  uprightly." 

The  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  now  with 
Christ,  form  a  great  congregation,  being  the  ^^ 
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neral  asRembly  and  church  of  the  first-born  :  but 
this  is  not  the  people  to  whom  our  Lord  here  re- 
fers, but  to  a  much  larger  congregation,  of  which  the 
nucleus  or  first  fruits  will  be  the  hundred  and  forty  and 
four  thousand^  who  appear  with  him  on  mount  ZioD, 
(as  described  in  14th  Rev.)  when  for  the  first  time, 
he  sits  down  on  that  throne,  which  he  is  thence* 
forward  to  occupy  for  ever  and  ever.  This  is  the 
great  congre^tion,  which  in  course  of  a  few  thou- 
eand  years  will  swell  out  into  nimiberless  millions  j 
men  in  flesh,  as  are  the  hundred  and  foFty  and  four 
thousand,  and  yet  without  the  least  shade  of  im- 
perfection or  stain  of  guilt.  This  is  the  great  con- 
gregation, which  Christ,  at  his  coming,  is  to  receive 
from  his  Father.  Israel  will  literally  become  as  the 
stars  of  heaven  for  multitude,  and  as  the  sand  which 
is  on  the  sea  shore  innumerable.  It  is  concerning 
this  gi'eat  and  ever  increasing  congregation,  that 
he  holds  out  in  prospect  to  his  saints,  the  distin- 
guished honour  of  ruling  and  judging,  "  Ye  shall 
sit  with  me  on  thrones,  judging  the  tribes  of  Israel.'' 
Should  anv  one  doubt  whether  these  are  trulv  the 
words  of  Christ,  let  him  mark  what  follows. 

"  The  earth  and  aD  the  inhabitants  thereof  are 
dissolved  ;  I  bear  up  the  pillara  of  it." 

Thus  he,  who  is  to  receive  the  congregation, 
and  declares  that  he  will  judge  it  uprightly,  declares 
also  with  the  same  breath,  that  he  bears  up  the 
pillai-s  of  the  eartli ;  being  no  burden  to  him,  *•'  who 
upliokleth  all  things  by  the  v>'ord  of  his  power." 
He  speaks  by  anticipation  that  "  the  earth  and  the 
inliabitantn  thereof  are  dissolved  f  to  him  it  is  an 
accomplised  fact,  for  he  calleth  the  thuigs  wliich  l>e 
not,  as  t\\o\\<^\\  \\\e^'  \\vitvi. 


I^"> 
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"  I  said  unto  the  fools,  Deal  not  foolishly  ;  and 
to  the  wicked.  Lift  not  up  the  horn. 

**  Lift  not  up  your  horn  on  nigh ;  speak  not 
with  a  stiff  neck." 

*I  said  unto  the  fools,  (when  at  my  first  commg, 
1  went  about  among  them  as  a  preacher  of  right- 
eousness) Deal  not  foolishly  I"  I  sought  to  instil 
lessons  of  wisdom  into  their  minds ;  to  those  that 
were  lifted  up  in  pride  I  pointed  out  the  folly,  and 
the  sin,  and  how  (jod  resisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth 
grace  unto  the  humble. 

"  For  promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  east, 
nor  from  the  west,  nor  from  the  south." 

"  God  is  the  judge  :  he  putteth  down  one,  and 
setteth  up  another. 

Many  look  to  their  influential  friends  and  con- 
nections for  promotion ;  some  to  their  talents  and 
industry  ;  others  to  -what  they  term  fortimate 
chances ;  but  oiu*  Divine  instructor  here  instructs 
us,  to  discard  all  such  dependence,  and  look  alone 
to  him  who  sits  at  the  nelm  of  affairs,  and  sets 
every  one  in  the  place  which  he  himself  appoints. 
"  Tliere  is  no  power  but  of  God ;  the  powers  that 
be,  are  ordained  of  God ;"  and  every  one  occupies 
the  exact  place  assigned  him  by  God.  As  the  fall 
of  a  sparrow  depends  on  His  permitting  the  sports- 
man's shot  to  reach  it,  so  in  tne  varied  gradations 
of  Ufe,  there  is  neither  elevation,  nor  depression, 
but  under  his  immediate  direction  ;  sometimes  per- 
mitting the  former  for  a  ciu^e  to  the  possessor, 
sometimes  the  latter  for  a  blessing ;  although  all 
seem  U)  be  human  appointments,  he  is  behind  the 
scenes,  and  diiects  the  whole  organization  ciC  vao*- 
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oiety.  By  him  do  kings  reim,  and  by 'him  do  all 
Bubordinate  authorities  hold  their  place,  so  long 
and  no  longer  than  seemeth  good  unto  him  who  is 
the  sovereign  disposer  of  all  men,  and  of  all  eventa^ 
putting  down  one,  and  setting  up  another. 

**  For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup, 
and  the  wine  is  red ;  it  is  full  of  mixture, 
and  he  poureth  out  of  the  same ;  but  the 
dre^  thereof,  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth 
shau  wring  them  out,  and  drink  thenu 

The  conjunction  "  for^  shews  the  connexion  with 
the  preceding  verse,  that  God  distributeth  to  all, 
according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  will :  in  his 
hand  is  held  the  cup :  the  wine  is  red ;  and  he 
poureth  out  of  the  same,  for  the  blessing  and  benc- 
nt  of  all,  as  it  is  written,  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  all ; 
and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  liis  works  ;*'  1  »y 
its  being  full  of  mixture,  signifies  that  God  designs 
our  good,  even  when  giving  us  to  tread  in  the  piith 
of  advei-sity ;  but  the  dregs  of  the  cup  are  intended 
for  all,  who  have  not  drunk  of  the  cup  of  blessing 
at  the  Lord's  hand,  i.e,  have  not  recognized  him  in 
the  disposal  of  their  affairs,  whether  pro8j>erou9.  or 
adverse ;  they  would  not  drink  of  the  red  wine, 
which  God  poured  out  for  their  benefit,  and  thenv 
fore  they  shall  be  compelled  to  ^vring  out  the  dregs, 
and  di-ink  them ;  they  refused  the  good,  and  miwt 
tlierefore  tiike  the  evil ;  tliey  despised  his  coims^l, 
and  disregarded  liis  reproof,  therefore  they  shall  l>e 
made  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be 
filled  with  their  own  devices. 

"  But  I  wiU  declare  (thy  glory)  for  ever  :  I 
\^  \svxi^\fKyMa,^'^  Vi  the  God  of  Jacob." 
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In  the  Gist  Psalm,  referring  to  his  enthronement 
as  God's  anointed  King,  he  savs,  "  I  will  sing^raise 
unto  thy  name  for  ever."  Also  in  the  69th  rsalm, 
"  I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song,  and 
will  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving  ;'*  and  here, 
"  when  he  shall  receive  the  congregation  ;"  this  is 
to  form  his  great  work  day  by  day,  through  the- 
age  of  ages,  "  I  will  declare  (thy  name)  for  ever ; 
1  will  sing  praises  to  the  God  of  Jacob." 

"  All  the  horns  of  the  wicked  also  will  I  cut  off;: 
but  the  horns  of  the  righteous  shall  be- 
exalted*" 

The  horn  is  the  symbol  of  power;  thus  when* 
speaking  of  the  power  given  to  him  of  the  Father,, 
he  says,  "  But  mme  horn  dbalt  thou  exalt,  like  the- 
horn  of  the  unicorn."  It  is  the  putting  down  of  all 
rule,  and  all  authority,  and  power,  which  are  not  of" 
God ;  as  in  the  lOlst  Psalm,  "  1  will  early  destroys 
all  the  wicked  of  the  earth."  The  horns  of  the 
righteous  then  shall  be  exalted,  for  "  the  righteous 
will  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
Father." 
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